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EDITOE'S  PREFACE. 


«  WitLiAM  of  Malmesbuhy,'*  according  to  arclibishop  Usher, 
'Ms  the  chief  of  our  historiaos  Leland  records  him  ^<  as  an 
elegant,  learned,  and  faithful  historian' ;"  and  Sir  Henry 
Saville  is  of  opinion,  that  he  is  tlie  only  man  of  his  time  who 
has  discharged  his  trust  as  an  historian.  His  History  of  the 
Kings  of  England  was  translated  into  English  by  the  Rev» 
John  Sharpe,  and  published  in  quarto,  in  1815. 

Tkough  the  hiuguagc  of  Mr.  Shurpc's  work  by  no  means 
so  smooth  as  the  dialect  of  the  present  day  %vould  require, 
yet  the  care  with  which  he  examined  MS S.,  and  endeavoured 
to  give  the  exact  sense  of  his  author,  seemed  so  important  a 
recommendation,  that  tlie  editor  of  the  present  volume  lias 
gladly  availed  liim^elf  of  it  as  a  groimd-work  for  his  own 
labours.  The  result  of  this  plan  is,  that  the  public  are  eo* 
abled  to  purchase  without  delay .  and  at  an  insignificant 
expense,  the  valuable  contcm])orary  historian,  who  has 
hitherto  been  like  a  sealed  book  to  tlie  public,  or  only  accea* 
sible  through  a  bulky  volume,  the  scarcity  of  which  served 
to  exclude  it  from  all  but  public  libraries  or  the  studies  of 
tlie  wealthy* 

But  the  translation  of  Mr.  Sharpe  has  by  no  means  been  re* 

printed  verbatim.  Within  the  lust  ten  years  a  valuable 
edition  of  the  original  text,  with  copious  collations  of  MSS., 
has  been  published  by  the  English  Historical  Society.  Tliis 
edition  has  been  compared  with  the  translation,  and  numerous 
passages  retouched  and  improved.  Some  charters,  also,  have 
been  added,  and  a  lai*ge  number  of  additional  notes  appended 
at  the  foot  of  the  i)ages,  together  with  a  few  other  improve- 
ments and  additions  calculated  to  render  this  interesting  his- 
tory  more  acceptable  to  the  reading  public. 

J.  A.  G. 

BampUm,  Jtine,  1847.  -j  ,^        ^  ^ 
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Tdb  author  whose  work  is  here  jjpreaented  to  the  publio  in 
an  English  dress,  has,  iinfortanately,  left  few  facts  of  a  per- 
sonal nature  to  be  recorded  of  liim ;  and  even  these  can  only 
])C  casually  gleaned  from  his  own  writings.  It  is  indeed 
much  to  be  regretted  that,  ho  who  wrote  so  well  on  such  a 
Twie^  of  topics,  should  have  told  so  little  to  gratify  the 
curiosity  of  Iiis  readers  with  respect  to  himself.  Every 
notice  of  such  an  ardent  lover  of  literature  as  Malmesbury, 
must  have  been  interesting  to  posterity,  as  a  desire  to  be 
Acquainted  with  the  hislory  of  those  who  have  contributed  to 
our  instruction  or  amusement  seems  natural  to  cinlized  man« 
With  the  exception  indeed  of  the  incidental  references  made 
by  successive  chroniclers,  who  borrowed  from  his  history, 
there  is  nothing  to  be  learned  of  him  from  extrinsic  sources 
till  the  time  of  Leland,  who  indignantly  observes,  that  even 
at  l^ialmesbury,  in  his  own  monastery,  they  liad  nearly  lost 
all  remembrance  of  their  brightest  ornament. 

To  himself  then  we  are  indebted  for  the  knowledge  of  his 
hciu*^  descended  from  both  English  and  Norman  parents  ;  his 
father  having  probably  come  hither  at  the  conquest.  The 
exJBLCt  time  of  his  hirtli  cannot  bo  ascertained  ;  though  fmr* 
haps  an  approximation  to  it  may  be  made.  In  the  Com- 
mentary on  Jeremiah,''*  Malmesbury  observes,  that  he  **  had 
long  since,  in  his  youthful  days,  amused  himself  with  writing 
history,  tliat  he  was  now  forty  years  of  age  and,  in  another 
place,  he  mentions  a  circumstance  wliicli  occurred   in  the 

^  ^  ORm  enim  eum  histqrias  luH,  virldkmbus  aiuiis  lenunque  Istitiai 
congruelNit  renim  jocunditai.  Nunc  atas  progrcssior,  et  fortuitii  detcrior, 
afiod  diccndl  genus  expostulanl.  Quadrajfenaruu  turn  hodiei*  &e.  ProU 
m  expos.  Thren.  Hienm.  MS»  BodU  S68& 
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time  of  king  Henry;***  apparently  implying  that  Henry  wob 
then  dead*  Now,  admitting  the  expression  of  '*Iong  since** 
to  denote  a  period  of  ten  years,  this,  as  his  *^  Histories  of  the 
IQngs**  and  of  the  Prektes**  were  completed  in  the  year 
1125,  must  have  been  written  about  1 135,  tlie  time  of  Henry's 
death,  and  would  of  course  place  his  own  birth  about  1095 
or  1096.1 

The  next  circumstance  to  be  noticed  is,  that  when  a  boy, 
he  was  placed  in  the  monastery  wlience  he  denycd  his  name, 

where  in  due  time  he  became  librarian,  and,  according  to 
Leland,  precentor  ;  and  ultimately  reftBcd  the  d5j]^nity  of 
abbat.  II  is  death  is  generally  supposed  to  have  taken  place 
about  1143;  though  it  is  probable  that  he  survived  this 
period  some  time :  for  Ids  Modern  History^  terminates  at 
the  end  of  the  year  1142  ;  and  it  will  appear,  from  a  manu- 
script hereafter  to  be  described,  that  lie  lived  at  least  long 
enough  after  its  publication  to  make  many  corrections,  altera- 
tionSi  and  insertions,  in  that  work  as  well  in  the  other  por- 
tions of  his  History.  •  • 

With  these  fticts,  meagre  as  they  are,  the  personal  account 
of  him  must  close.  But  with  regard  to  his  literary  bent 
and  attainments  there  is  ample  store  of  information  in  his 
writings.  From  his  earliest  youth  he  gave  lus  soul  to  study, 
and  to  the  collecting  of  books  4  and  he  visited  many  of  the 
most  celebrated  monasteries  in  the  kingdom,  apparently  in 
prosecution  of  this  darling  propensity.  The  ardour  of  his 
curiosity,  and  the  unceasing  diligence  of  Ids  researches,  in 
this  respect,  have  perhaps  been  seldom  surpassed.  He  seems 
to  have  procured  every  volume  within  his  reach ;  and  to  - 
liave  carefully  examined  and  digested  its  contents,  whether 

*  '^Ista  autcm  avis  (stmt liio)  mcmbrorum  pjandiirni,  ponnaa  quidom 
hiihcns,  ficd  volatu  carc'tm.  Quulem  in  Anglid  viiUmuH,  tempore  re^iig 
JJenrici  cxtcrnorum  monstrorum  nppetcntissimi."  Ch.  iv.  v.  3K 

f  He  hns  iiflbrdctl  nnotlier  notice  of  time,  hut  not  equally  precise. 
Godfrey  \h  mxid  to  h.-we  Ix'cn  iihb.it  of  Malnu'sbury  from  the  year  1084  till 
1105  ;  and  Malmosbury  mentions  certain  traiisjictioTm  which  took  phice  in 
<jodfrey'H  titno  iiH  heyond  his  memory;  iind  Dthers  which  hap[)oncd  when 
lie  was  a  boy.  Anglia  Sacra,  II.  45 — 7.  If  Mahnesbury  wite  the  mini- 
cles  of  St.  Andrew^  a  work  which  is  attributed  to  him»  he  was  bora  the  UOtli 
of  November.  '  .  • 

t  lie  says  he  also  collected  many  hooks  for  tlic  monastic  library :  and 
mentions  others  which  he  hud  seen  at  Canterbury,  lJury  St,  Edmunds,  &4t. 
iiale,  torn,  iii.  pp.  376, 298. 
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divinity,  history,  biography,  poetry,  or  classical  literature.  Of 
his  acquirements  as  a  scholar  it  is  indeed  diilicuit  to  8[>cak  in 
terms  of  sufficient  commendatioiu    That  ho  Imd  accurately 
studied  nearly  all  the  Boman  authors^  will  be  readily 
alloweil  by  the  daitsical  reader  of  bis  works.    From  these  he 
either  quotes  or  inserts  so  appositely,  as  to  show  how 
thoroughly  lie  had  imbibed  their  sense  an<l  spirit.  His  adapta- 
tions are  ever  ready  and  appropriate ;  they  incori^orate  with 
his  narrative  with  such  exactness  that  they  appear  only  to 
<H5Cupy  their  legitimate  place.    His  knowledge  of  Greek  is 
not  equally  apparent  ;  at  least  his  rcferonees  to  the  writers 
of  Greece  are  not  so  I'requent,  and  even  these  might  ])roba- 
bly  be  obtained  from  translations :  from  this,  liowever,  no 
conclusion  can  be  drawn  tlmt  he  did  not  understand  the  lan- 
guage. 'With  respect  to  writers  subsequent  to  thase  deemed* 
classica,  bis  range  was  so  extensive  that  it  is  no  easy  matter 
to  ymint  out  many  books  whicli  he  liad  not  seen,  and  cer- 
tainly he  had  perused  several  wliicii  wc  do  not  now  possess. 

Malmesbury's  love  of  learning  was  constitutional :  he  de- 
clares in  one  of  bis  prefaces^  that  bad  be  turned  to  any  other 
than  literary  pursuits,  he  should  have  deemed  it  not  only 
disgraceful,  but  even  detrimental  to  Ins  better  interest. 
Again,  his  commendations  of  Bede  show  liow  much  he  vene- 
rated a  man  of  congenial  inclinations  and  studies  ;  and  how 
anxious  be  was  to  form  himself  on  the  same  model  of  acco«' 
rate  investigation  and  laborious  research,  and  to  snatch  every 
possible  interval  from  the  performance  of  his  monastic  duties^ 
fur  the  purposes  of  information  and  improvement. 

His  industry  and  application  were  truly  extraordinary.  - 
Kvcn  to  the  moment  when  we  reluctantly  lose  sight  of  himt 
he  is  discovered  unceasingly  occupied  in  the  correction  of 
Ida  works.*    In  the  MSS.  of  the  "  History  of  the  Kings " 

^  Some  notion  of  his  diligence  may  perhaps  be  afforded  by  the  following 
list  of  his  writings. 

1 .  J^e  Gesiu  Hegum.  The  Histoiy  of  the  Kings  of  England.  The  first 
three  books  were  probably  written  looti  after  the  year  1 1*20.  Malmesbury  • 
intimates  that  he  then  hesitated  for  a  time  on  the  expediency  of  continuing 
his  history  ;  but  at  length  having  determined  on  pnn^ccuting  his  design,  he 
dedicatea  the  fourth  and  fifth  books  to  Robert  carl  of  Gloucester  ;  at  whose 
request  be  oAerwards  comtMiiacd 

2.  I/Ui&Hie  Nuveilm.   The  Modem  History*  This  appears  to  have  been 

after  the  death  of  Henry  I ;  probably  not  l<mg  beibre  1140* 
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tnav  bo  found  traces  of  nt  least  four  several  editions »  «n4 
S^JhKt  of  the  Prelat««"  suppl  es  nearly  as  mahy 
wieticT  And  tliough  it  way  reasonably  be  imagined  that 

^       n    i  /T         The  Ilislorv  of  the  Prelates  of  England  con- 
rn;:S:e£Jl^o\onv^<m  of  dH,  E«Kli.l,  by  bt.  AuBu.t..v. 

"f  ;iflSli'?ii^Tl^*'£fc  of  St.  AiaUclm :  which  was  complc..Ml  in 
noi^irt^SonaWv  conjectured  that  this  la.l  publahed  aepa- 
1125.   It  B  verjr  rcoBO""'"?  "-^  •>  ,i,„,,„h  ih.  ro  uro  many  nnciint 

n,tcly  an.l  »omc  tunc  ..fur  1''^:'  ' ry  a  be  •«  discovered  with  tt^e 

JlSslof  tho  fin*  four  Looks  ^ ^  '1'^. ''j^^  >  f^„„;  very  f..ulty  and  scanty 

'^TtuacutaS.Uenlgni.   TIm,  Mlmclc  of  S.  Bcnignuiu  TUi.  hu.  not 

occurreil.      ^   _  ,  mi,^  Vfnrtvrdom  of  S.  Indract.  MS.  Bodley 

AbbrVviuled  in  Capgrave'*  Ugcnda  Novo. 

9.  J)e  Antiquitule  Glatlontewta  Mc'i 
It  is  adilrcssed  to  Heniy  bi^wp  of  Wmcl 
after  11 '29.   Printed  in  Gale's  ColUscUoi 

ur'nte  S*?r«W««i  Epl»copi  myorniensis.    The  Life  of  S  Wuht.tn, 
Bi  hi  <^^^\VoSr^^^rr.u.ltio,,  from  the  A^ 
S'aiinXtwecn  1124  and  lUO.  ,  Tho  greater  part  of  .t  been 

^tai^ST  S;il^  in         book.   SCO  p.  480.   This  work  i. 

^^"if.W.i/«  S  ''  '.c  Miracle*  of  Elfgifa,  in  metre.  A 

12.  '  "      .7^f,^  printed  .i»  pro8«,  may  bo  BCt^l  m  tho 

rS^i'oS.  U«ut:U  apparent!,  wratcuwhae  he  w«  very 

Itinif  of  Mahnesbury  to  Rome 

Se    1 1'40.  from  the  reh.tion  of  ..not her  monk  ^tf*;/'^^^^  ^ 
accompanied  the  ab  bnU    Lelaml,  UUert.  J^-^-J.^^^'ig^XT^ 
heiii«  very  curious.  U  docs  not  occur,  but  It  was  lonncny  lu  «».  i 


'^^^'^■.poMo  Thrcnorun,  ^  Commcntyy  on  t^^^ 

tio*  ;  of  \leremiah.    MS.  Uodley,  808.    Abndged  from  PaKluuaui 

lia.lbert.  probably  ahmU  1 13G.  ^,^,Gul.  ContorU  Malmsburie^ 

1*1    l)e  M true u  ia  DiOtr  MurUB  itOTt  qmaiUQryu9,^^»       •       n  a   j  an 

The  MiicU-s  of  the  Blessed  Virgin,  in  four  books.  Leiand,  ColL  4. 165.  ^ 
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&  great  portion  of  the  alterations  are  merely  Terbal^  and  of 
cowK  imperceptible  in  a  translation,  yet  they  contribute  in  an 
;  atnordinary  d^ree  to  the  polish  and  elegance  of  his  style.* 

■  Another  exccHcnt  feature  of  Malmesbur3r*s  literary  character 

his  love  of  truth.  He  repeatedly  declares  that,  in  the 
remoter  periods  of  his  work,  he  had  observed  tlie  most 
gttanled  caution  in  throwing  all  responsibility,  for  the 
tes  he  mentions,  on  the  authors  from  whom  he  derived 
them ;  and  in  his  own  times  he  avers,  that  he  has  recoinied 
nothinj:^  that  he  had  not  either  personally  witnessed,  or 
learned  from  tlie  most  credible  authority.  Adhering  closely 
^othis  principle,  he  seems  to  have  been  fully  impressed  with 
tbe  difficulty  of  relating  the  transactions  of  the  princes,  his 
contemporaries,  and  on  this  account  he  repeatedly  apologizes 
for  his  omissions.  But  here  is  seen  his  dexterou.^  laanagcineut 
in  maintaining  an  equiiwise  between  their  virtues  and  vices  ; 
ijf  lie  spares  neither  William  the  First,  nor  his  sons  who 
^ceeded  him :  indeed  several  of  his  strictures  in  the  earlier 
fffitions  of  this  work,  are  so  severe,  that  he  afterwards  found 
*t necessary  to  modify  and  soften  them. 

His  character  and  attainments  liad  early  acquired  a  high 
^gree  of  reputation  among  his  contemporaries.  He  wa3 
'  ^treated  by  the  monks  of  various  monasteries  to  write  either 
the  history  of  their  foundations,  or  the  lives  of  their  patron 
tfnts.  lie  associated  with  persons  of  the  highest  cousec^uenco 

De  Serie  ICvangclUiarum,  Carmine,  The  Order  of  the  Kvangclijtts, 
W Verse.  LoIaiiJ,  CoUecL  4.  157.    These  two  )uive  not  occurred. 

17.  De  Miraculis  B.  Andrea,  The  Miracles  of  S.  Andrew.  MS. 
l^iMlon.  Nero,  £.  I.   Abridged  from  a  very  prolix  work. 

18.  Abltrevuttio  Amalatii  de  JSechiiiaMtkU  QfficHi*  Amalaiim  on 
bdeiiastical  OfRcca,  abridged.   MS.  LambcUt.  S»0. 

Id.  JCpitome  liUiorim  Aimouii  FU^riaeeniMU  The  Iliitoiy  of  Uaimg  of 

abridged*   MB.  Bodley,  Selden.  Aich.  B.  32. 
Several  other  workt  m  attribulcd  to  him  by  Tannei*!  on  the  authority 
of  liale  and  Pita. 

*  These  remarks  on  fhe  chamcter  and  Rtyle  of  our  luithor  must  ho 
'^ivcd,  an  they  fiuy,  cum  grano  salis.  They  more  justly  evince  the  zeal 
^  Mr.  Sharpe  than  the  merits  of  Malmesbury'ft  composition.  The  classical 
^der  will  probably  himcnt  with  me  that  our  early  historiana  nhould  have 
^  a  style  00  cumbersome  and  uninviting.  To  this  general  censure 
Malme&bury  is  certainly  no  exception.   His  Lsitinity  is  rude  and  repulsive, 

'  the  true  value  of  liis  writings  ai-iscs  from  the  fidelity  with  which  he  haa 
^ordcil  factSy  which  he  had  ei^er  himself  witnessed  or  had  oblained  from 
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and  authority ;  and  in  rnie  instance^  at  least,  lie  took  a  share 

ia  the  important  political  transactions  of  his  own  times. 
Robert  earl  of  Gloucester,  tlie  natuxal  aon  of  Henry  the 
Mrati»  WU8  tlio  acknowledged  friend  and  patron  of  Malmes- 
buiy.  This  distinguish^  nobleman,  who  was  himself  a 
profound  scholar,  seems  to  have^been  the  chief  promoter 
of  learning  at  that  period.  Several  portions  of  our  author^s 
work  are  dedicated  to  him,  not  merely  throuj^h  motives  of 
personal  regard,  but  from  the  conviction  that  his  attainments 
OS  a  scholar  would  lead  him  to  appreciate  its  value  as  a  com* 
position,  and  the  part  which  he  bore  in  the  transactions 
of  his  day,  enable,  him  to  decide  on  the  veracity  of  its 
relation. 

Having  thus  stated  the  leading  features  of  jVIalmesbury^s 
life,  his  avocations  and  attuiumentSy  it  may  not  be  irrelevant 
to  consider  the  form  and  manner  which  he  has  adopted  in 
the  history  before  us.  A  desire  to  be  acquainted  with  the 
transactions  of  their  ancestors  seems  natural  to  men  in  every 
stage  of  society,  however  rude  or  barbarous.  The  northern 
nations,  more  esi)ecially,  had  their  historical  traditions,  and 
tlie  songs  of  their  bards,  from  the  remotest  times.  Influenced 
by  this  feeling,  the  Anglo-Saxons  turned  their  attention  to 
the  composition  of  annals  very  early  after  their  settlement  ia 
Britain  ;  and  hence  originated  that  invaluable  register  the 
Saxon  Cuuonicle,*  in  which  facts  are  briefly  related  as 
'they  arose; — in  chronological  order,  indeed,  but  without 
comment,  or  observation.  After  tlie  Noruiun  conquest, 
.  among  other  objects  ol'  studious  research  in  England,  history 
attracted  considerable  attention,  and  the  form,  as  well  as. the 
matter,  of  the  Saxon  Chronicle,  became  the  prevailing 
standard.  It  might  readily  be  supposed  tliat  Mahnesbury's 
genius  and  attainments  would  with  difliculty  submit  to  the 
shackles  of  a  mere  chronological  series,  which  atl'uided  no 
field  for  the  exercise  of  genius  or  judgment.  Accordingly, 
foDowing  the  bent  of  his  inclination,  he  struck  into  a  diUerent 
and  freer  path ;  and  to  a  judicious  selection  of  facts  gave  the 
added  charm  of  wisdom  and  experience.  It  may  therefore 
be  useful  to  advert  to  the  exemplification  of  this  principle  in 
the  scope  and  design  of  the  work  immediately  before  us.  Uis 

*  TliL^  valuable  work  hnsbocn  publbhed,  together  viCh  Bqde*s  Ecclo^ 
iiattUcal  lIi»tor/,  ia  a  preccduig  volume  of  this  series^ ' 
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first  book  comprises  the  ex[)loils  of  the  Angla-SaxonSi  from 
the  period  of  their  arrival  till  the  consolidation  of  the  empire 
under  the  monarchy  of  Egbert    Herein  too  is  separately  . 

*  given  the  history  of  those  powerful  but  rival  kingdoms^ 
which  alternately  subjugated,  or  bowed  down  to  the 
dominion  of,  each  other,  and  deluged  the  country  with 
blood,  as  the  love  of  conquest  or  tlie  lust  of  ambition 
prompted.  The  second  portion  of  the  work  continues'  the 
regal  series  till  the  niTfrlity  revolution  of  the  Noi*man 
conquest.  The  three  renuiiiung  books  arc  occupied  with 
the  reigns  of  William  and  his  Hons,  including  u  very 
interesting  account  of  the  first  Crusade.  His  Modern 
History  carries  the  narrative  iiito  tho  turbulent  reign 
of  Stephen. 

Sucli  is  the  period  enihraced:  and  to  bhow  these  times, 
"their  form  and  pressure,**  Malmesbury  collected  every 
thing  witliin  his  reach.    His  materials,  as  he  often  fc(;lingly 
hmentSi  were  scanty  and  confined,  more  especially  in  the 
earlier  atinals.   The  Chronicles  of  that  era  aflbrde^l  him  but 
little,  yet  of  tliat  little  he  has  made  the  most,  thron^i^li  the 
(iili-jence  of  liis  research  and  t]\e  soundness  of  his  judi^nient.  • 
Uis  discrimination  in  selecting,  and  his  skill  in  arranging, 
are  equally  conspicuous.    Uis  inexhaustible  patience,  Ijds 
learning,  his  desire  to  perpetuate  every  tlung  interesting  or  . 
useful,  are  at  all  times  evident.    Sen-il)ly  alive  to  tlie  de- 
ficiencies of  the  histui  iiins  wlio  preceded  him,  he  constantly 
endeavours  to  give  a  clear  and  connected  relation  of  every 
event.    Indeed,  nothing  escaped  his  observation  which  could 
tend  to  elucidate  the  manners  of  the  times  in  which  he  wrote. 
History  was  the  darling  ]>ursuit  of  Maluicsbury,  and  more 
especially  biographical  history,  as  being,  perhaps,  the  most 
pleasing  mode  of  conveying  information,    lie  knew  the  pre-  ^ 
Tailing  passion  of  mankind  for  anecdote^  and  was  a  skilful 
master  in  blpnding  anmsemeut  with  instruction.    Few  his- 
torians ever  possessed  such  power  of  keeping  alive  the 
reader's  attention;  few  so  ably  managed  their  mateiials,  or  . 
scattered  so  many  flowers  by  the  way.    Of  his  apt  delinea- 
tion of  character,  and  happy  mode  of  seizing  tlic  most  i)rom{- 
aent  features  of  his  personages,  it  is  difficult  to  speak  in 
terms  of  adequate  c'onimendation.    lie  does  not  weary  with 
^  Icdious  detaiil,     line  upon  line^"  nor  does  he  Qoniplcte  his 
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.  portrait  at  sitting.  On  the  contrary,  the  traits  aro  scat- 
tered|  tho  proportions  disunited,  the  body  didmembered,  as  it 
were ;  but  in  a  moment  some  master-stroke  is  applied^  some 

vivid  flash  of  Promethean  lire  animates  the  canvass,  and  the 
perfect  figure  darts  into  life  and  expression:  hence  yvc  have 
the  surly,  ferocious  snarl  of  the  Conqueror,  and  the  brutal 
horse-laugh  of  llufus.  Madineshury's  history,  indeed,  may 
ho  called  a  kind  of  biograpliical  drama ;  where,  by  a  skilful . 
{^radatio!!  of  charaelcr  and  variety  of  per.s(irmg(',  Uk;  aiuvy  is 
presented  entire,  though  the  tediousness  of  continued  narra- 
tive is  avoidiMl.  Again,  by  saying  little  on  uninteresting 
topics,  and  dilating  on  such  as  are  important,  the  tale^  which 
might  else  disgust  from  the  Hupineuess  or  d<*generacy  of  some 
principal  actor,  is  artfully  relieved  by  the  force  of  contrast: 
and  the  mind,  which  jierhaps  iiroils  with  inditicuation  from 
the  stupid  iudiii'ereuce  of  an  Kthelred,  hangs,  with  fund  de- 
light; on  the  enterprising  spirit  and  cxeition  of  an  Ironside. 

It  may  be  superfluous,  perhaps,  after  enumerating  qualities 
of  this  varied  kind,  in  an  aiithor,  who  gives  a  connected  his- 
tory of  England  ior  Hcveral  centurii  s,  to  observe,  that  readers 
of  every  dcscrijU ion  must  derive  instruction  and  deliglit  iVoui 
his  labours,  llistorians,  antiquaries,  or  philosophers,  may 
drink  deeply  of  the  stream .  wliich  pervades  his  work,  and 
find  their  thirst  for  information  gratified.  The  diligent 
invest i«^iitor  of  the  earlier  annals  of  his  own  coniitry,  fnuls  a 
period  of  seven  hundred  years  submitted  to  his  inspection, 
and  this  not  merely  in  a  dry  detail  of  events,  but  in  a  series 
of  authentic  Iiistorical  facts,  determined  witli  aeuteness,  com- 
mented on  with  deliberation,  and  relieved  by  pleasing  anec- 
dote or  interesting  episode.  AVhen  the  narrative  Hags  at 
liome,  the  attention  is  roused  by  events  transacting  abroad, 
while  foreign  is  so  blended  with  domestic  history,  that  the 
book  is  never  closed  in  disgust.  The  antiquary  here  finds 
ample  field  for  amusement  and  instruction  in  the  various 
notices  of  arts,  manners,  and  customs,  which  occur.  TJie 
philosopher  traces  the  gradual  pro^^ress  ui' man  towards  civil- 
ization ;  watches  his  mental  improvement,  his  adva.>ce  from 
barbarism  to  comparative  refinement;  and  not  of  man  alone, 
but  of  government,  laws,  and  arts,  as  well  as  of  all  those 
altalnuicnts  which  serve  to  exalt  and  embellish  human  na- 
ture.   These  are  topics  cai'cfully,  though  perhaps  only  inci- 
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dentalljy  Imugbt  forward ;  but  they  are  points  eneiitially 

requisite  in  every  legitimate  historian.  Here,  however,  it 
must  be  admitte<^  that  in  the  volume  before  us,  a  consider- 
able portibn  of  the  marvellous  prevails ;  and  though,  perhapa^ 
bj  many  readera,  these  will  be  conad^red  as  among  the  most 
curious  parts  of  the  work,  yet  it  may  be  otgectecT,  that  the 
numerous  miraculous  tales  detract^  in  some  measure,  from 
that  soundness  of  judgment  which  has  been  ascribed  to  our 
author;  But  it  should  be  carefully  recollected,  that  it  became 
necessary  to  conform,  in  some  degree  to  the  general  taste  of 
the  readers  of  those  days,  the  bulk  of  whom  derived  their 
principal  amusement  from  the  lives  of  saints,  and  from  their 
miracles,  in  which  they  piously  believed:  besides,  no  one 
ever  thought  of  impeacliing  the  judgment  of  Livy,  or  of  any 
other  historian  of  credit,  for  insertions  of  a  similar  nature. 
Even  in  these  relations^  however,  Malmcsbory  is  careful  that 
his  own  veracity  shall  not  be  impeaclied ;  constantly  observ- 
ing, that  the  truth  of  the  story  mu.^t  ro^^t  on  tlic  credit  of  bis 
authors;  and,  indeed,  they  are  always  so  completely  sepa- 
rable firom  the  main  narrative^  that  there  is  no  danger  of 
mistaking  the  legend  for  history. 

Having  thus  noticed  tlic  multifarious  topics  embraced  by 
Mahnesbury,  it  may  be  necessary  to  advert  to  his  style: 
although,  after  what  has  been  premised,  it  might  seem  almost 
superfluous  to  add,  that  it  admits  nearly  of  as  much  variety 
as  his  facts.    This  probably  arises  from  that  undeviating 
principle  which  he  appears  to  have  laid  down,  that  his  chief 
efforts  should  be  exerted  to  give  pleasure  to  his  readers ;  in ' 
imitation  of  the  rhetoricians,  whose  first  object  was  to  mnke 
their  audience  kindly  disposed,  next  attentive,  and  finally 
anxious  to  recdve  instruction.*    Of  his  style,  therefore, 
generally  speaking,  it  may  not  be  easy  to  give  a  pericct 
description.    To  bay  to  which  Roman  author  it  bears  the 
nearest  resemblance^  when  he  imitated  almost  every  one  of 
them,  from  Sallust  to  Eutropius,  would  be  rash  indeed. 
How  shall  we  bind  this  classical  Proteus,  who  occasionally 
assumes  the  semblance  of  Persius,  Juvenal,  Horace,  Lucan, 
Yirgily  Lucretius;  and  who  never  appears  in  his  proi>er 
shape  8o  long  as  ho  can  seize  the  form  of  an  ancient  classic  ?f 

♦  See  his  prolog:ue  to  the  Life  of  Wulstan,  Ans^'^^  ^^ncra,  ii,  213, 
•f-  Some  uf  thcdc  iilluitioiu*  arc  occa:iioaallv  miirkcU  hi  the  notes. 
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Often  does  ha  declare  that  he  purposdj  Taries  his  dictioii, 

lest  the  reader  should  be  disgusted  by  its  sameness;  anxr  ' 
iouslj  careful  to  avoid  repetition,  even  in  the  structure  of  his 
phrases*  It  may  bo  said,  however,  that  generally,  in  his 
earlier  works,  (for  he  was  apparently  very  young  whea  he 
wrote  his  History  of  the  Kin^:^,)  his  style  is  rather  hiboured ; 
though,  p^haps,  even  this  may  have  originated  in  an  anxiety 
that  his  descriptiuus  should  be  lull ;  or,  to  use  liis  own  ex- 
*  pression,  that  posterity  should  be  wholly  and  perfectly  in- 
formed* That  his  diction  is  liighly  antithetical,  and  his 
sentences  artfully  poised,  will  be  readily  allowed;  and  per- 
haps the  best  index  to  his  meaning,  where  he  may  be  occa- 
sionally obscure,  is  the  nicely-adjusted  balance  of  his  phrase. 
That  he  gradually  improved  his  style,  and  in  riper  years, 
where  he  describes  the  transactions  of  his  own  times,  became 
terse,  elegant,  and  polished,  no  one  will  attempt  to  dispute ; 
and  it  will  be  regretted,  that  ihU.  interesting  portion  of  liis- 
tory  should  break  off  abruptly  in  the  midst  of  the  contest 
between  the  empress  Maud  and  Stephen, 

In  this  recapitulation  perhaps  enough  has  been  said  to 
make  an  attempt  at  translating  such  an  author  regarded  with 
kindnes.s  and  complacency.  T(j  prevunt  a  work  of  such  ac- 
knowledged interest  and  fidelity  i'roni  remaining  longer  a 
sealed  book  to  the  English  reader,  may  well  justify  an  under* 
taking  of  this  kind ;  and  it  should  be  remarked  that  a  trans- 
lation of  Malmesbury  may  serve  to  diffuse  a  very  different 
ideii  of  the  state  of  manners  and  learning  in  his  days  from 
that  which  has  been  too  conununly  entertained ;  and  at  the 
same  time  to  rescue  a  set  of  very  deserving  men  from  the  * 
unjust  obloquy  with  which  they  have  been  pursued  for  ages* 
For  without  the  least  de:>ign  of  vindicating  the  institutions 
of  monachism  or  overlooking  tlie  abuses  incident  to  it,  we 
may  assert  that,  in  Mahuesbury  s  time,  religious  houses  were 
the  grand  depositaries  of  knowledge,  and  monks  the  best 
informed  men  of  the  age. 

It  remains  briefly  to  speak  of  the  mode  in  wliich  the  trans- 
lation has  been  cond  ucted.    The  printed  text  of  Malmesbury  * 

•  •  A  conhiik'rablc  portion  of  the  present  work  was  printed  anonymously 
as -a  continuation  of  Hcdc*  at  Hcidelbcii;;  in  1587.  Th<^  whole,  together 
with  tlic  History  of  the  Prclatcn,  wa^i  first  printed  by  Sir  Henry  S;ivill«% 
wlio  appeura  to  have  coiv»uUcd  tiuvcrai  vox>jett  in  ihe  **Scri|itorci  putit 
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was  found  so  frequently  faulty  and  corrupted  that,  on  a  careful 
l>erusal,  it  .was  deemed  necessary  to  seek  for  authentic  manu- 
scripts. These  were  supplied  by  that  noble  institution,  the 
British  Museum;  but  one  more  especially,t  whicli,  on  an 
exact  eornparison  with  others,  was  found  to  possess  indisput- 
able proofs  of  the  author^s  latest  corrections.  This,  Bib. 
Reg.  13,  D.  IT,  has  been  collated  throughout  with  the 
priuted  copy ;  the  result  has  produced  numerous  important 
corrections,  alterations,  and  insertions,  which  are  constantly 
referred  to  in  the  notes.  In  addition  to  tliis,  various  other 
MSS.  have  been  repeatedly  consulted  $  so  that  it  is  presumed 
the  text,  from  which  the  translation  has  been  made,  is,  by 
these  means,  completely  established. 

As  the  plan  pursued  by  Mahncsbury  did  not  often  require 
him  to  alKx  dates  to  the  several  transactions,  it  has  been 
deemed  necessary  to  remedy  this  omission.  The  chronology 
here  supplied  has  been  constructed  on  a  careful  e^rmiTnation 
and  comparison  of  the  Saxon  Chronicle  and  Florence  of 
Worcester,  which  are  considered  the  best  authorities; 
although  even  these  occasionally  leave  considerable  doubt 
as-  to  the  precise  time  of  certain  events.  The  remoteness 
of  the  period  described  by  Maluicsbury  makes  notes  also  in 
some  measure  indispensable.  These  are  derived  as  freciucntiy 
lid  possible  from  contemporary  authors.  Their  object  in 
briefly  to  amend,  to  explain,  and  to  illustrate.  By  some  per- 
haps tliey  may  tie  thought  too  limited ;  by  others  they  may 
occasionally  be  considered  unnecessary ;  but  they  are  such  as 
were  deemed  likely  to  be  acceptable  to  readers  in  general, 

AVith  these  explanations  the  translator  takes  leave  of  the 
reader,  and  is  induced  to  hope  that  the  present  work  will 
not  be  deemed  an  unimportant  accession  to  the  stock  of 
English  literature. 

Hedam,"  London,  1596,  fol.  This  was  reprinted,  but  with  many  additional 
erron*,  at  Frankfort,  ICOl,  fol.  Suvilk'a  division  intu  chaptLra,  in  the  second 
lM>ok  more  especially,  has  no  authority  ;  bat  as  it  appeared  suttieiently  con- 
veniefit,  it  hiia  licen  aihji)ted  :  the  division  ef  the  0cctiom}  h  nearly  thcsamo 
throughout  all  the  MSS. 

•  « 
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ROBERT,  EARL  OF  GLOUCESTER,* 

80N  OF  una  HENBT* 


To  my  respected  Lord^  the  renowned  Earl  Robert^  son  of 
the  King^  health,  and,  as  fa)r  as  he  is  ahle,  his  prayers, 
fram  IVilUam,  Monk  of  MalineAury. 

TuE  virtue  of  celebrated  men  holds  forth  as  its  greatest 
^cellenc<v  its  tendency  to  excite  the  love  of  persons  even, far 
emoved  from  it :  lieneetlie  lower  classes  make  the  virtues  of 
;heir  {»u]:)eriors  their  own,  by  venerating  tliose  great  actions^ 
to  the  practice  of  ivliich  they  cannot  themselves  aspire. 
Moreover,  it  redounds  altogether  to  the  glory  of  exulted 
sharacters,  both  that  they  do  good,  and  that  they  gain  the 
liiectiou  of  their  inferiors.  To  you,  Princes,  therefore,  it  is 
owing,  that  vre  act  well ;  to  you^  indeed,  that  we  com]K>se 
iinything  worthy  of  remembrance  ;  your  exertions  incite  ua 
to  make  you  live  for  ever  in  our  writings,  in  return  for  tlie 
dangera  you  undergo  to  secure  our  tranquillity.  For  this 
reason,  I  have  deemed  it  proper  to  dedicate  the  History  of 
the  Kings  of  England,  which  I  have  lately  published,  more 
especially  to  you,  my  respected  and  truly  amiable  Lord. 

*  Robert,  Karl  of  Gloucester,  the  Mecsnas  of  hia  ago,  was  a  natural  son 
of  Henry  1.,  imd  n  man  of  great  talents  and  of  unshaken  fiilelity.  lie 
married  Mubil,  d.ui^'htcr  of  liobert  Fitzhaniou,  b/  wlioni  he  liad  u  numerous 
ib^uc.   He  diei}  October  31,  A.l>.  1 147. 

II 
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None^  awdyt  can  be  a  more  amiable  patron  of  the  liberal  . 

arts  than  yourself,  ixK  whom  aro  combined  the  magnanimity 
of  your  grandfatbery  the  muuificcnce  of  your  unclo^  the  cir* 
cumspection  of  your  father  ;  more  especially  as  you  add  to 
the  qualkiea  of  these  men,  wliom  you  alike  equal  in  industry 
and  resemble  in  person,  this  peculiar  churacteristic,  a  devo« 
lion  to  learning.  Nor  is  tlus  all :  you  condescend  to  honour 
with  your  notice  tiiose  literary  characters  who  are  kept  in 
obscurity,  either  by  the  malevolence  of  fame,  or  the  slender- 
acss  of  their  fortune.  And  as  our  nature  inclines  us,  not  to 
condemn  in  others  what  we  approve  in  ourselves,  therefore 
men  of  learning  find  in  you  manners  congenial  to  their  own  ; 
for,  without  the  slightest  indication  of  morosencss,  you.  re- 
gard them  with  kindness,  admit  them  with  complacency,  and 
dismiss  them  with  regret  Indeed,  the  greatness  of  your 
fortune  1ms  made  no  diiibrence  in  you,  except  that  your 
beneficence  can  now  almost  keep  pace  with  your  inclination. 

Accept,  then,  most  illustrious  Sir,  a  work  in  wliich  you 
may  contemplate  yourself  as  in  a  glass,  where  your  High- 
ness's  sagacity  will  discover  that  you-  have  imitated  tlie 
actions  of  the  most  exalted  characters,  even  before  you  could 
have  heard  their  names.  The  Preface  to  the  first  book  de* 
clarcs  the  contents  of  this  work  ;  on  deiguing  to  peruse 
which,  you  will  briefly  collect  the  whole  subject-matter. 
Thus  much  I  must  request  from  your  Excellency,  that  no 
blame  may  attach  to  me  because  my  narrative  often  wandero 

wide  from  the  limits  of  our  own  country,  since  I  du.sigu  tliis 
as  a  compendium  of  many  histories,  although,  with  a  view  to 
the  larger  portion  of  it,  I  have  entitled  it  a  History  of  the 
JtLixigs  of  England. 
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The  history  of  the  Englibh,  from  their  arrival  in  Britain  to 
hU  own  times,  has  been  written  by  Bede^a  man  of  singuhir. 
learning  and  modesty^  in  a  clear  and  eaptivating  style, 
i^ter  Um  you  will  not,  in  my  opinion,  easily  find  any  person 
who  has  attempted  to  compose  in  Latin  the  history  of  this 
people.  Let  others  declare  whether  tlieir  reseai*ches  in  this 
respect  have  been,  or  are  likely  to  be,  more  fortunate  ;  my 
own  labour,  thougli  diligent  i;i  the  extreme,  has,  down  to  this 
period,  been  without  its  reward.  There,  are,  indeed,  some 
notices  of  antiquity,  written  in  the  vernacular  tongue  after 
tlie  manner  of  a  chiouicle,*  and  arranged  according  to  the 
years  of  our  Lord.  By  means  of  these  alone,  the  times  suc- 
ceeding this  man  have  been  rescued  from  oblivion :  for  of 
£lward,f  a  noble  and  illustrious  man,  who  attempted  to 
arrange  these  chronicles  in  Latin,  and  whose  intention  I 
could  applaud  if  his  language  did  not  disgust  me,  it  is 
better  to  be  silent.  Nor  has  it  e8ca])e(l  my  knowledge,  that 
there  is  also  a  work  of  my  Lord  Eadmcr,J  written  with  a 
chastened  elegance  of  style,  in  which,  beginning  from  King 
Edgar,  he  has  but  hastily  glanced  at  the  times  down  to 
William  tiie  Firbt  :  and  thence,  taking  a  freer  range,  gives  a 
narrative,  copious,  and  of  great  utiUty  to  the  studious,  until 
the  death  of  Archbishop  lialph.§  Thus  from  the  time  of 
Bede  there  is  a  period  of  two  hundred  and  twenty-three  years 
h*rt  unnoticed  in  his  history  ;  so  that  the  regular  series  of 
time,  unsujiported  by  u  conuecti  d  relation,  hidts  in  the  middle. 
Tliis  circumstance  has  induced  me,  as  well  out  of  love  to  my 

*  This  alludeft  to  those  invaluable  records,  the  Saxon.  Chronicles*  These, 
as  orii^hially  compiled,  have  bten  already  imblibhed  in  the  present  Scries  gf 
Moukibh  lllstoriuns. 

t  Elwnrd,  or  Ethclwcrd,  was  a  noble  Saxon^  great-great-grandson  of 

King  Kthulrcd,  brutlier  of  Alfred,  lie  ahndgt'd  uiid  truublatcd  the  Saxuji 
Chronicle  into  Latin,  published  in  the  pte^ient  Series.  He  lived  apiNirently 
in  the  time  of  Edgar,  towards  the  dose  of  tlie  tenth  century. 

t  Kadnier,  u  monk  and  precentor  of  Chrittt>Clmrch,Canterbuiy»and  pupil 
of  Archbishop  Anselm,  together  with  a  variety  of  other  works,  wrote  **  Uis- 
toria  Novoruni,"  or,  a  hit»t<»ry  of  modern  limes,  from  a.d.  lOfiC  to  1 1*22, 

$  MS.  Ansehiii.  Eudmer  at  firHl  brought  ih>wn  his  liihtory  to  t)ie  death 
of  Arelibisbop  Anselm  only,  a,d»  11U9,  but  afterwards  continued  it  to  the 
deceufio  of  lUl^h,  a,u.  1122. 

u  2 
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countiy,  aa  respect  for  the  autliority  of  those  who  have  ea« 
jmnad  on  me  the  undertaking,  fo  fill  up  the  chasm,  and  lb 
season  the  crude  materiala  ¥rith  Roman  art    And  that  the 

work  may  proceed  with  greater  regularity,  I  shall  cull  w>me- 
wiiat  from  Bede,  whom  I  mu:»t  often  quote,  glancing  at  a  few 
facts,  but  omitting  more. 

Tlie  First  Book,  therefore,  contains  a  succinct  account  of 
the  English,  from  the  time  of  their  descent  on  Britain,  ti|l 
tliut  of  King  Egbert,  who,  after  the  different  Prinees  hud  lallen 
by  various  way  a,  gained  the  monarehy  of  almost  the  whole 
'  island. 

But  as  among  the  English  arose  four  powerful  kingdoms, 
that  is  to  say,  of  Kent,  of  the  West  Saxons,  of  the  Noi*thum« 

briiiiis,  and  of  the  Mercians,  of  whieli  I  [mrpose  severally  to 
treat  if  I  have  leisure  ;  I  shall  begin  with  that  winch  attained  * 
the  earliest  to  maturity,  and  was  also  the  first  to  decay. 
Tliis  I  shall  do  more  clearly,  if  I  place  the  kingdoms  of  the 
East  Angles,  and  of  the  East  Saxons,  after  the  others,  as 
little  meriting  either  my  labours,  or  the  regard  of  posterity. 

Tlie  SuLoiid  Book  will  contain  tlie  chronological  sexics  of  ^ 
the  Kings  to  the  coming  of  the  Normans.  '  * 

The  three  following  Books  will  be  employed  upon  the 
history  of  three  successive  kings,  with  the  addition  of  wlmt- 
evcr,  in  their  times,  happened  elsewhere,  which,  from  its 
celebrity,  may  demand  a  more  partii  ular  notice.  This,  tlu*n, 
is  what  I  purpose,  if  the  Divine  favour  shall  smile  on  my 
undertaking,  and  carry  me  safely  by  those  rocks  of  rugged 
diction,  on  which  Elward,  In  his  search  after  sounding  and  far» 
fetclicd  phi-ases,  so  unhappily  suffered  shipwreck.  "  Shouhl 
any  one,  however," to  use  the  puet*s ex{)rcs.->Lou,*  "peruse  this 
work  with  sensible  delight,"  1  deem  it  necessary  to  acquaint 
him,  that  I  vouch  nothing  for  the  truth  of  long  past  ti*ans» 
actions,  but  the  consonance  of  the  time  ;  tlie  veracity  of  the 
relation  must  rest  with  its  authors.  Whatever  I  have  re- 
corded of  later  times,  I  have  either  myself  s( cii,  or  heard 
from  credible  authority.  However,  in  either  pait,  I  pay  but 
little  respect  to  the  judgment  of  my  contemporaries :  trust- 
ing that  I  shall  gain  with  posterity,  when  love  and  hatred 
shall  be  no  more,  if  not  a  reputation  for  elociuenee,  at  le;ist 
credit  for  diligence. 

•  Virgilii  Ed.  VL  V.  10. 
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BOOK  1. 

CHAPTER  L 

0/  the  arrival  qf  the  Anglei,  and  qf  ilw  Kingt  qf  Kent*  [a.d.  44d.]  . 

In  the  year  of  the  incarnation  of  our  Lord  449,  Angles  and 
Saxons  iirat  came  into  Ikitaiu  ;  and  although  the  cause  ot 
their  arrival  is  universally  known,  it  may  not  be  improper 
here  to  subjoin  it :  and,  that  the  desi^i^n  of  my  work  nmy  be 

the  more  nianifcat,  to  begin  even  from  an  earlier  period. 
That  Britain,  compelled  by  Julius  Ciesar  to  submit  to  the 
Itouian  power,  wits  held  in  high  estimation  by  that  people, 
may  be  collected  from  their  hi.story,  and  be  seen  nho  in  the 
ruins  of  their  ancient  buildings.  Even  their  emperors^ 
sovereigns  ot*  almost  nil  the  wurhl,  eagerly  embraced  oppor- 
tunities of  sailing  liithm',  and  of  spending  their  days  here. 
Finally,  Severus  and  Constant ius,  two  of  their  greatest 
princes,  died  upon  tho  island,  ami  were  there  interred  with 
the  utmost  ))omp.  The  fonner,  to  defend  this  province  from 
the  iiu'iir.sions  of  tlie  barbarians,  built  bis  celebrated  and 
well-known  wall  from  sea  to  sea.  The  latter,  a  man,  as  they 
report,  of  courteous  numners,  left  Constautine,  his  son  by 
.Helena,  a  tender  of  cattle^*  a  youth  of  great  promise,  his 

*  Helena's  origin  Iulh  been  much  conteiited  :  Gibbon  decides  l)mt  sho 
was  daughter  of  an  innla  ejier.  The  wurd  **  Stabulariii,'*  literally  impiieti 
jin  cisth  r-wt  iich  J  and  it  lias  hiun  conjectured  that  it  wua  applied  to  her,  by 
the  Jews  and  Gentiles,  on  account  oi'  her  bulMing  a  church  an  the  spot 
wltcre  atuod  the  utuble  in  which  our  Lord  woii  burn. 
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heir.  Constantine^  greeted  emperor  hy  the  armj,  led  awajr, 
in  an  expedition  destined  to  the  continent^  a  numerooa  force 
of  British  soldiers  ;  by  whose  exertions,  the  war  succeedinj[^ 
to  his  wshes,  he  gained  in  a  short  time  the  summit  of  pow(*r. 
For  these  veterans,  witen  their  toil  was  over,  he  founded  a 
colony  on  the  western  co  ist  of.  Gaul,  where,  to  this  day,  their 
descendants,  somewhat  degenerate  in  Umguage  and  manners  . 
from  our  own  Britons,  remain  with  wonderful  increase.* 

In  succeeding  times,  in  this  island,  Maximus,  a  man  well- 
fitted  for  command,  had  he  not  aspired  to  power  in  defiance  of 
his  oath^  assumed  the  purple,  as  though  compelled  by  the 
army,  and  preparing  immediately  to  pass  over  into  Gaul,  he 
despoiled  the  province  of  almost  all  its  military  force.  Nofe 
king  alter  also,  one  Constantine,  who  had  bt  cn  ek  cted  em- 
peror on  account  of  his  name,  drained  its  whole  remaining 
warlike  strength  ;  but  both  being  slain,  the  one  by  Tlieodo- 
dus,  the  other  by  Honorius,  they  became  examples  of  the 
instability  of  human  greatness.  Of  the  forces  which  had 
followed  them,  part  shared  the  fate  of  their  leaders  ;  the  rest, 
after  their  defeat,  fled  to  the  continental  Britons.  Thus 
when  the  tyrants  had  left  none  but  half-savages  in  the 
country,,  and,  in  the  towns,  those  only  who  were  given  up  to 
luxury,  Britain,  despoiled  of  the  support  of  its  youthfiilt 
popuLitLon,  and  bereft  of  every  useful  art,  was  for  u  long  time 
exiK>3cd  to  the  ambition  of  neighbouring  nations. 

For  immediately,  by  an  excursion  of  the  Scots  and  Picts, 
numbers  of  the  people  were  slain,  villages  burnt,^  towns  de- 
stroyed, and  everytliing  laid  waste  by  fire  and  sword.  Part, 
of  the  liHiassed  islanders,  who  thouglit  anything  more  ad- 
visable than  e(»nt(  iiding  in  battle,  fled  for  safety  to  the  moun- 
tains ;  others,  burying  .their  treasures  in  t]ie  earth,  many  of 
which  are  dug  up  in  our  own  times,  proceeded  to  Uome  to  ask 
assistance.  Tlie  Romans,  touched  with  pity,  and  deeming  it 
above  all  things  imi>ortant  to  yield  sueeour  to  tlieir  oppressed  ' 
allies,  twice  lent  their  aid,  and  defeated  the  enemy.  But  at 
length,  wearied  vnth  the  distant  voyage,  they  declined  re- 
turning in  future  ;  bidding  them  rather  themselves  not 

•  Various  periods  huve  been  nsaigiicd  for  t!u'  l^ritinh  Bcttlemcnt  in 
Armorica,  or  Bretagne  ;  but  the  subject  iasUW  iavolvetl  in  great  obscurity* 
t  Some  MSS.  read  jiivenilh^  otliers  mililari;t. 
%  Some  MSS.  read  ^uccaute* 
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flegenerate  from  the  martial  energy  of  their  ancestori^  bat 
learn  to  defend  their  country  with  apirit,  and  with  arms. 

They  accompanied  their  advice  with  the  pUin  of  a  wall,  to  be 
built  for  their  defence  ;  the  mode  of  keeping  watch  on  the 
ramparts ;  of  sallying  out  against  the  enemy,  should  it  be 

.  necessary,  together  with  other  duties  of  military  discipline. 
After  giving  these  admonitions,  they  departed,  accompanied 
by  tlie  tciud  of  tlic  miserable  inhabitants  ;  and  Fortune, 

.  smiling  on  their  departure,  restored  tliem  to  their  friends  and 
country*  The  Scots,  learning  the  improbability  of  their  re- 
turn, immediately  began  to  make  fresh  and  more  frequent 
irruptions  against  the  Britons  ;  to  level  their  wall,  to  kiU  the 
few  opponents  they  met  with,  and  to  carry  off  considerable 
booty  ;  whil<^  snch  as  escaped  fled  to  tlie  royal  residence, 
imploring  the  protection  of  their  sovereign. 
At  this  time  Vortigern  was  King  of  Britain  ;  a  man  ealcu-* 

*Iatc*i  neither  for  the  field  nor  the  council,  but  wholly  given 
up  to  the  lusts  of  the  flesh,  tlie  slave  ol'  every  vice  :  a  clm- 
racter  of  insatiable  avarice,  ungovernable  pride,  and  puUuted 
by  his  lusts.  To  complete  the  j picture,  as  we  read  in  the 
History  of  the  Britons,  he  had  dcHled  his  own  daughter,  who  * 
was  lured  to  the  participation  of  such  a  crime  by  tlie  hope  of 
sharing  his  kingdom,  and  she  had  borne  liim  a  son.  Regard- 
less of  his  treasures  at  this  dreadl'ul  juncture,  and  wasting 
the  resources  of  the  kingdom  in  riotous  living,  he  was  awake 
only  to  the  blandishments  of  abandoned  women.  Roused  at 
length,  however,  by  the  clamours  of  the  i>eople,  he  summoned 
a  council,  to  takfi  the  sense  of  his  nobility  on  th(^  state  of 
public  ailairs.  To  1h»  brief,  it  was  unanimously  resolved  to 
invite  over  from  Germany  the  Angles  and  Saxons,  nations 
powerful  in  arm%  but  of  a  roving  life.  It  was  conceived 
that  this  would  be  a  double  advantage  :  for  it  was  thought 

.  that,  hy  their  skill  in  war,  these  people  would  easily  sululiu* 
their  enemies  ;  and,  as  they  liithcrto  liad  no  certain  habita-* 
tion,  would  gladly  accept  even  an  unproductive  soil,  provided 
it  afforded  them  'a  stationary  residence.  Moreover,  that  they 
could  not  be  suspected  of  ever  entertaining  a  design  against 
the  country,  since  the  remembrance  of  this  kindness  would 
soften  their  native  ferocity.  This  couni?el  was  adopted,  and 
ambassadors,  men  of  rank,  aiul  worthy  to  represent  thu 
country,  were  sent  into  Germany. 
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The  Grermans,  hearing  that  voluntarily  offered,  which  ^ 
they  had  long  anxiously  (lesired,  readily  obeyed  the  invita* 
tion  ;  their  joy  quickening  their  haste.     Bidding  adieu, 
therefore,  to  their  native  lidda  and  the  ties  of.  kindred,  tbejr 
spread  their  saib  to  Fortune^  and,  with  ai  favouring.  lireeaGC, 
arrived  in  Britain  in  three  of  those  long  vessels. which  they 
call  "  ceols.^*    At  this  and  other  times  came  over  a  mixed 
•  multitude  from  three  of  the  German  nations  ;  that  is  to  say, 
the  Angles,  Saxons,  and  Jutes.    For  almost  all  the  country 
lying  to  the  north  of  the  Bjritish  ocean,  though  divided  into 
many  provinces,  is  justly  denominated  Germany,  from  its^ 
germinating  so  many  men.    And  as  the  jiruner  cuts  otf  the*  • 
more  luxuriant  branches  of  the  tree  to  impart  a  livelier 
vigour  to  the  .  remainder,  so  the  inhabitants  of  this  country 
assist  their  ,  common  parent  by  the  expulsion  of  a  part  of 
their  members,  lest  she  should  perish  by  giving  sustenance 
t4>  too  numerous  lui  offspring  ;  hut  in  order  to  obviatti  dis- 
content, they  cast  lots  who  shall  be  compelled  to  migrate. 
Hence  the  men  of  this  country  have  made  a  virtue  of 
necessi^,  and,  when  driven  from  their  native  soil,  they  have 
(gained  foreign  settlements  by  ibrce  of  arms.    The  Vandals,  * 
tor  instance,  wliu  i'omierly  over-run  Airica  ;  the  Goths,  who 
made  themselves  masters  of  Spain;  the  Lombards,  who,  even 
at  the  present  time,  are  settled  in  Italy  ;  (tnd  the  Normans, 
who  have  given  their  own  name  to  that  part  of  Gaul  which 
they  subdued.    From  Germany,  then,  there  first  came  into 
Britain,  an  inconsiderable  nuniber  indeed,  but  well  able  to 
make  up  for  their  paucity  by  their  courage.    These  were 
under  tlie  conduct  of  llctngist  and  Ilorsa,  two  brothers  of 
suitable  disposition,  and  of  noble  race  in  their  own  country. 
Tliey  were  great-grandsons  of  the  lielebratcd  Woilen,  from 
whom  almost  all  the  royal  families  of  these  barbarous  nations 
deduce  their  origin  ;  and  to  whom  the  nations  of  tlie  Angltjs, . 
fondly  deifying  him,  have  consecrated  by  immemorial  super- 
stition the  fourth  day  of  the  week,  as  they  have  the  sixth  to 
his  wife  Frea.   Bede  hpB  related  in  wluit  particular  parts  of 

*  Tbeae  are  supposed  to  be  long  veaaelst  aomewliat  like  galleys,  and  it 
would  appear,  as  wc!l  from  Brompton,  coU  997,  as  from  so  utiaU  a  number 
containing  a  body  equal  to  a  military  enterprise  like  that  described  here  and* 
in  other  placcii,  that  tliey  -vere  of  consideniUe  burden* 
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Britfun,  the  Angles;  Sazonsy  and  Jutes,*  fixed  their  habita^ 

tions  :  my  design,  however,  is  not  to  (lilate,  though  there 
nuiv  be  abundance  of  nmterials  for  the  pMrpose,  but  to  touch 
only  on  what  i»  ucco^isary. 

The  Angles  were  eagerly  met  on  all  sidea  upon  their 

*arri%'ul ;  from  the  king  they  received  thanks,  from  tlie  people 
expressions  of  jiood-wi!l.  Faith  was  plighted  on  either  side, 
anil  the  Isle  of  Thanet  aiipropriated  fur  their  residence.  It 
was  agreed,  moreover,  that  they  should  exert  their  prowess 
in  arms  for  tlie  service  of  the  country  ;  and,  in  return, 
receive  a  suitable  reward  from  the  people  for  whose  safety 
thoy  underwent  such  painful  labours.    Kre  long,  the  Scots 

'advanced,  as  u^ual,  secure,  as  they  supposed,  of  a  great  booty 
with  very  little  dinieuUy.  However,  the  Angles  assailed 
them,  and  scarcely  had  they  engaged,  before  they  were  put  to 
flight,  whilst  the  cavalry  [lursued  and  destroyed  the  fugitives. 
Contests  of  tliis  kind  wei  e  I  k  (pient,  and  victory  constantly 
siiliiig  with  the  Angles,  as  is  custo  mary  in  huuum  aflala*8, 
while  success  inflamed  the  courage  cf  one  party,  and  drciid 
increa.sed  the  cowardice  of  the  other,  the  Scots  in  the  eud 
avoided  nothing  so  cautiously  as  an  engageiAent  with  tliem. 

In  the  meantime,  Ilengist,  not  less  keen  in  perception 
than  ardent  in  the  field,  witli  consent  of  Vortigern,  sends 
back  some  of  his  followers  to  his  own  country,  with  the 
see  ret  purpose,  however,  of  i*epresentuig  the  indolence  of  the 
king  and  people,  the  opulence  of  the  island,  and  the  prosfiect 
of  advantage  to  new  adventurers.  Having  executed  their 
connnission  adroitly,  in  a  short  time  they  return  with  sixteen 
siiips,  bringing  with  them  .the  daughter  of  Ilengist  ;  a  . 
maiden,  tis  we  have  heard,  who  might  justly  be  called  the 
master-piece  of  nature  and  the  admiration  of  mankind.  At 
an  entertainment,  prov  ided  for  them  on  their  return,  lien- 
gist  commanded  his  daughter  to  assume  the  oHice  of  cup- 
beart^r,  that  slie  might  gnitify  the  eyes  of  the  king  as  he  sat 
tit  table.  Nor  was  the  design  unsuccessful :  for  Jie,  ever  * 
eager  after  female  beauty,  deeply  smitten  with  the  graceful-  • 

♦  Bcile  i.  15.  T)r'  people  of  Kent  and  of  the  Isle  of  Wi^lit  were  Jutes  ; 
t!ie  East,  South,  ami  Wt&t  Saxons,"  were  Saxonb  ;  nnil  of  the  Angles  eamc 
the  JIaht-Anj;Ifs,  Miil-An«iles,  Mercians,  und  Is'orlhunibrians.     For  tlie  . 
iimiis  of  the  btvcral  knii^donis  of  the  Ueptarcliy,  seu  Cha[>,  VI,  The 
Cottoniau  MS.  (Claud,  ix.)  reads,  WichtU.  .  5 
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neas  of  her  form  and  the  elegance  of  her  motion,  instantly 
conceived  a  vehement  deaire  for  the  possessioii  of  her  person, 
and  immediately  proposed  murriugc  to  her  father ;  urging 

Wm  to  a  measure  to  wliidi  he  was  already  well  inclined, 
llengist,  at  first,  kept  up  th6  artifice  by  a  refusal  ;  stating, 
that  so  iiumble  a  connection  was  unworthy  of  a  king  :  but, 
at  last,  appearing  to  consent  with  reluctance,  he  gave  way  to 
his  importunities,  and  accepted,  as  a  reward,  the  whole  of 
Kent,  where  all  justice  had  long  since  declined  under  tlic 
admiuistration  of  its  Gourong  (or  Viceroy),  who,  like  the 
other  princes  of  the  island,  was  subject  to  the  monarchy  of 
Vortigern.  Not  satisfied  with  this  liberality,  but  abusing 
the  imprudence  of  the  king,  tlie  barbarian  p<'r.suaded  him  to 
send  for  Ida  son  and  brotlier,  men  of  warlike  talents,  from 
Gcrioany,  pretending,  that  he  would  defend  the  province  on 
the  east,  wlule  they  might  curb  the  Scots  on  tlio  northern 
frontier.  The  king  assenting,  they  sailed  round  Britain,,  and 
arriving  at  the  Orkney  Isles,  the  inhabitants  of  which  they 
involved  in  the  suiiic  calamity  with  the  Picts  aud  Scots,  at 
lliis  and  after  times,  they  finally  settled  in  the  nortliern  part 
of  the  island,  now  called  Northunibria.  Still  no  one  there 
assumed  the  royal  title  or  insignia  till  the  time  of  Idsi,  fi*oni 
wliom  sprang  the  regal  line  of  the  Northumbrians  ;  but  of 
this  hereafter.    We  will  now  return  to  the  present  subject. 

Vortimer,  the  son  c»f  Vortigern,  thinking  it  unnecessary^ 
longer  to  dissemble  that  he  saw  himself  and  his  Britons  eiv<- 
cumvented  by  the  craft  of  the  Angles,  turned  his  thoughts 
to  their  expulsion,  and  stimulated  his  father  to  tlie  same 
attempt.  At  his  suggestion,  the  truce  was  broken  seven 
years  after  their  arrival  ;  and  (luring;  the  ensuing  twenty, 
they  frequently  fought  partial  battles,'*^  and,  as  the  chronicle 
relates,  four  gcmeral  actions.  From  the  lirst  conflict  they 
parted  on  equal  terms  :  one  party  lamenting  the  loss  uf 
Horiia,  the  brother  of  llengist  ;  the  other,  tluit  ul'  Katigis, 
another  of  Vortigern's  sons.  The  Angles,  having  the  ad* 
Vantage  in  all  the  succeeding  encounters,  peace  was  con^ 
dttded ;  Vortimer,  who  had  been  the  insligutor  of  the  war, 

ft 

•  At  Aylesford,  a.d.  455  ;  nt  Crayford,  457  ;  ftt  Wippetlstlect  (supposed, 
but  very  doubtful,  KWwflcct,  in  Thanct),  4(15  ;  and  the  i'uurlh,  A.D.  473, 
Uie  |)kice  not  mentioned.   See  Saxon  Ciironicle,  A.n.  465. 
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and  difiered  far  froia  the  iadol^nce  of  his  father^  perished 
prematurely,  or  he  would  have  governed  the  kingdom  in  n 
noble  manner,  had  God  permitted.    When  he  died,  the  ' 

British  strength  decayed,  and  all  hope  fled  from  them  ;  and 
they  would  Hoon  have  perished  altogether,  had  not  Ambro- 
sius,  the  sole  survivor  of  the  ^omaus,  who  became  monarch 
after  Vortigem,  quelled  the  presumptuous  barbarians  by  the 
powerful  aid  of  warlike  Arthur.  It  is  of  this  Arthur  that 
the  Britons  fondly  tell  so  many  fables,  even  to  the  present 
day  ;  a  mm  worthy  to  be  celebrated,  not  by  idle  fictions,  but 
by  autlicatic  history.  He  long  upheld  tiic  sinking  state,  and 
roused  the  broken  spirit  of  his  countrymen  to  war.  Finally, 
at  the  siege  of  Mount  Badcin,^  relying  on  an  image  of  the 
Virgin,  wliich  he  had  aflixed  to  Ids  armour,  he  engaged  nine 
liuiidred  of  the  enemy,  ningle-handed,  and  dispersed  them 
with  incredible  slaughter.  On  the  other  side,  tlie  Angles,'^ 
after  various  revolutions  of  fortune,  fdled  up  their  thinned 
battalions  with  fresh  supplies  of  their  eouutrymen ;  rushed 
with  greater  courage  to  the  conflict,  and  extended  thcmsolves 
by  degrees,  as  the  natives  retreated,  uver  the  whole  isluud  : 
for  the  counsels  of  God,  in  whose  hand  is  every  change  of 
empire,  did  not  oppose  their  career.  But  this  was  efl.ected 
in  process  of  time ;  for  while  Vortigem  lived,  no  new  at- 
tempt was  made  against  thenu  About  this  time,  Hcngist, 
iVom  that  bad  quality  of  the  human  heart,  which  grasps  after 
'  more  in  proportion  to  what  it  already  possesses,  by  a  j)re- 
i(jn(!L'rted  })ie(je  of  deception,  invited  his  son-in-law,  with 
three  hundred  of  his  followers,  to  an  entertainment  ;  and 
when,  by  more  than  usual  eonipotations,  he  had  excited  them 
to  clamour,  he  began,  purposely,  to  taunt  them  severally,  with 
sarcastic  raillery:  this  had  the  desired  eflect,  of  making  ilicni 
iirst  quarrel,  and  then  come  to  blows.  Thus  tlie  Britons 
^wcre  basely  murdered  to  a  man,  and  breathed  their  last  amid 
their  eups.  The  king  himself,  made  captive,  purcbaused 
his  liberty  at  the  i)riee  of  three  provinees.  After  this, 
Ilcugist  died,  in  the  tlurty-ninth  year  after  his  arrival ;  he 

•  Saiil  to  be  liiinncsdown,  iwar  Bath.    Girahlua  Canihreiiijia  bays,  the 
imngo  of  the  Virgin  was  tixtd  on  the  inside  of  Arthur's  ahiohl,  that  he  iiii^lit 
.kwji  it  in  hattlc.    Ik'dc  crroncoubly  uacribtti  ihit*  event  to  A.U.  41)3.  (Bcdc'^ 
Ecclesiustical  History*  b.  i.  c.  6.) 
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was  a  man,  who  urging  his  succeas  not  less  by  nrtifico  tliaa 
coorage,  and  giving  free  scope  to  his  natural  lisrocttyi  im«-  . 

ferred  effecting  his  purpose  ratlier  by  'cruelty  than  by 
kindness.  He  left  a  sun  named  Eisc;*  who,  more  intent 
on  4^fendiug,  than  enlarging,  his  ddmiiiiuns,  never  exceeded 
tlie  paternal  bounds.  At  the  expiration  of  twenty-four  years, 
he  had  for  his  successors,  his  son  Otha,  aJid  Otha's  son;  Kr- 
menric,  who,  in  their  manners,  resembled  him,  i*at}ier  than 
their  grandtiitlicr  and  great  grandfather.  To  tlie  times  of 
both,  the  Chronicles  assign  fifty-three  years;  but  whether 
they  reigned  singly,  or  together,  does  not  appear* 

After  them  Ethelbert,  the  son  of  Ermenic,  reigned  fifty- 
three  years  according  to  the  Chronicle ;  but  fifty-six  nceord- 
ing  to  Bede.  The  reader  must,  determine  liow  this  dill'crencc 
is  to  be  accounted  for;  as  I  think  it  sulUcient  to  have  ai)prized 
him  of  it,  I  shall  let  the  matter  restf  In  the  infancy  of  his 
reign,  he  was  such  an  object  of  contempt  to  the  neighbouring 
kings,  that,  defeated  in  two  battles,  he  could  scarcely  defend 
his  frontier  ;  iiftcnvards,  howevei*,  wlien  to  his  riper  years  lie 
had  added  a  more  perfect  knowledge  of  war,  he  quickly,  by 
successive  victories,  subjugated  every  kingdom  of  tlie  Angles,* 
with  the  exception  of  tlie  Northumbrians.  And,  in  order  to 
obtuu  foreign  eOAnections,  he  entered  into  affinity  with  the 
king  of  France,  by  marrying  his  daugliter  IJertha.  And 
now  by  this  connection  witii  the  Franks,  the  nation,  hitherto 
savage  and  wedded  to  its  own  custoiu.H,  1x*gan  daily  to  divest 
itself  of  its  rustic  propensities  and  incline  to  gentler  manners* 
To  this  was  added  the  very  exemplary  life  of  bishop  Luid- 
liurd,  who  had  come  over  with  the  queen,  by  whicli,  though 
silently,  he  allured  the  king  to  the  knowledge  of  Christ  our 
Lord.  Hence  it  arose,  that  his  mind,  already  softened,  easily 
yielded  to  the  pi*eaching  of  the  blessed  Augustine ;  and  he 
was  the  first  of  all  his  race  who  renounced  the  errors  of 
l>aganism,  that  he  might  obseure,  by  the  glory  of  his  faitli, 

*  According  to  Sprott,  Ilengist  died  in  488,  and  was  sucireeded  hy  hia 
COD  Octa,  vel  Oiica.  Oica  died  a.d*  408,  and  Esc,  hitt  ion,  aicended  tlie 
throne*  In  the  year  522  Ermenric,  the  &ther  of  king  Ethelbcft,  reigned, 
£tlicl>K:rt  became  king  of  Kent  in  558. 

t  The  difference  seems  to  have  arisen  fW>m  carelessness  in  the  scribe;  as 
tlie  Suxon  Chronicle  sUues  him  to  hiivc  ascendecl  the  throne  A.D./inO,  and 
til  have  died  6 IG :  which  is  eiutctljr  fiUy*six  years,  although  it  asserts  him  to 
ItfVd  rcigaed  only  53. 
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thoee  w1i0m  ho  surpaaBcd  in  power.  Thisi  indeed,  is  spotless 

nobility ;  this,  exalted  virtue ;  to  exeel  in  worth  those  whom 
you  exceed  in  rank.  Besides,  extending  his  care  to  pos- 
terity, he  enacted  hiws,  in  his  native  tongue,,  in  which  be 
appointed  rewards  for  tlie  meritoriouSi  and  opposed  severer 
restraints  to  the  abandoned,  leaving  nothing  doubtful  for  the 
future,* 

Ethelbert  filed  in  the  twenty-first  year  nfier  lie  had  em- 
hraeed  the  Ciiristiun  faitli,  leaving  t tie  diadem  to  his  son 
Edbaid.  As  soon  as  he  was  freed  from  the  restraints  of 
paternal  awe,  he  rejected  Christianity,  and  overcame  the 
virtue  of  his  stepniother.f  But  tlic  severity  of  the  divine 
inerey  oppo.st d  a  barrier  to  his  utter  destruction  :  for  the 
prine(»,s,  whom  his  father  had  subjugated/  immediately  re* 
belled,  he  lost  a  part  of  his  dominions,  and  was  perpetually 
haunted  by  on  evil  spirit,  whereby  he  paid  the  penalty  of 
his  unbelief.  Luurentiu:S  the  successor  of  Augustine,  was 
otleiided  -iit  these  transactions,  and  after  having  sent  away 
' his  companions,  was  meditating  liis  own  departure  from  the 
country,  but  having  received  chastisement  from  God,  he  was 
induced  to  change  his  resolution.^  The  king  conversing  with . 
him  on  the  subject,  and  finding  his  assertions  eonfimieil  by 
his  stripes,'  became  easily  eotivertcd,  accepted  the  grace  of 
Cliristiaiiity,  and  broke  oil'  his  incestuous  intercourse.  But, 
that  jiostcrity  might  bo  impressed  witli  the  singular  punish- 
ment due  to  apostacy,  it  was  witii  dilliculty  he  eotdd  nuiin- 
tain  his  hcreditiiry  domtnions,  nnieh  less  rival  the  eminence 
ot*  his  father.  For  the  remainder  of  his  life,  his  faith  was 
sound,  and  he  did  nothing  to  sully  his  reputation.  The 
monastery  also,  which  his  father  had  founded  without  the 
walls  of  Canterbury,§  he  ennobled  Ayith  large  estates,  and 
sumptuous  presents.  The  praises  and  merits  of  Xwth  thestj 
men  ought  ever  to  be  pioelaimed,  and  had  in  honour  by  the 
Knglish ;  because  they  allowed  the  Cliristian  faith  to  acquire 

*  Sec  Wilkins*ii  "  Leges  Anglo-Suxon!ca»,**  anil  the  Tcxtus  Uofiensi:). 

f  The  imnio  of  tho  second  c^aeca  of  Ethelbert  is  not  mentioned,  pro* 
bnhly  on  account  of  this  incest. 

t  St.  Peter,  it  is  said,  u[)peared  to  Laurentiutf  at  night,  and  reproaching 
him  fur  his  cowardice,  severely  chastised  him  with  a  scourge;  the  marks  of 
which  had  the  effect  here  mentioned  the  next  day*  Bede  ii.  0,  According 
to  Sprott,  St»  Lnurentius  hecame  archbishop  of  Canterbury,  CIO, 

i  St.  Augustine's,  Omtcrbury,  completed,  according  to  Sprott,  a.d»  663. 
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Strength,  in  England,  by  patient  listening  and  willingness  to 
believe.  Who  can  contemplate,  without  satisfaction,  the  junt 
and  aimable  answer  which  Bede  makes  king  Ethelbert  to 
bave  given  to  the  first  preaching  of  Augustine?  ^'That  he 
could  not,  thus  early,  embrace  a  new  doctrine  and  leave  the 
accustomed  worship  of  his  country;  but  tlmt,  nevertheless, 
persons  who  had  undertaken  so  long  a  joui  aey  for  the  pur- 
pose of  kindly  communicating  to  the  Angles  what  they 
deemed  an  inestimable  benefit,  far  from  meeting  with  ill- 
treatment,  ought  rather  to  be  allowed  full  liberty  to  preach, 
and  also  to  receive  the  amplest  maintenance."  He  fully  kept 
his  promise;  and  at  length  the  truth  of  Cliristianity  becom- 
in;^  apparent  by  degrees,  himsell'  and  all  his  subjects  were 
admitted  into  the  number  of  the  faitlifuh  And  what  did  the 
other?  Though  led  away  at  first,  more  by  the  lusts  of  tlie 
flesh  than  perverseness  of  heart,  yet  he  paid  resj>ect  tu  t!ie 
virtuous  conduct  of  the  prelates,  altliough  he  neglected  tlieir 
faith;  and  lastly,  as  I  have  related,  was' easily  converted 
through  the  sufferings  of  l4iurentiuS|  and  became  .of  infinite 
aenrice  to  the  propiigation  of  Christianity.  Both,  then,  were 
laudable:  both  deserved  liigh  encomiums;  fur  tlie  good  work,  . 
so  nobly  begun  by  the  one,  was  us  kindly  fostered  by  tlie  - 
other. 

To  him,  after  a  reign  of  twenty«four  years,  succeeded , 
Ereonbert,  his  son.  by  Emma,  daughter  of  the  king  of 

France.  He  reigned  an  equal  number  of  years  with  his 
father,  but  under  happier  auspices;  alike  remarkable  for 
piety  towards  God,  and  love  to  his  country.  For  his  grand- 
lather,  and  father,  indeed,  adopted  our  faith,  but  neglected  to 
destroy  their  idols  5  whilst  he,  tliinking  it  derogatory  to  his 
royal  zeal  not  to  take  the  readiest  mode  of  annihilating  openly 
what  they  only  secretly  condenmed,  levelled  every  temple  of 
their  gods  to  the  ground,  that  not  a  trace  of  their  piiganisni 
nught  be  handed  down  to  posterity.  This  was  nobly  done: 
for  the  mass  of  the  people  would  be  reminded  of  their  super-* 
alition,  so  long  as  they  could  see  the  altars  of  their  deities. 
In  order,  also,  that  he  might  teach  his  subjects,  who  were 
t<K>  much  given  to  sensual  indulgence,  to  accustom  them- 
selves to  temperance^  he  enjoined  the  solemn  fast  of  Lent 
to  be. observed  throughout  his  dominions*  This  was  an 
extraordinary  act  for  the  king  to  attempt  in  tliose  tinier: 
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but  he  was  a  man  whom  no  blandishmenta  of  luxury  could 
enervate ;  no  anxiety  for  power  seduce  from  the  worship  of 
God«  Wherefore  he  was  protected  by  the  favour  of  the 
Ahnighty;  every  tliingt  at  homo  and  'abroad,  auoceeded  to 
his  wishes^  lind  he  grew  old  in  uninterrupted  tranquillity. 
His  (laughter  Ercongotha,  u  child  worthy  of  such  a  parent, 
and  emulating  her  father  in  virtuous  qualities,  become  a 
siuning  light  in  the  monastery  of  Kalas  in  GauL* 

His  son  Egbert,  retaining  his  father's  throne  for  nine 
years,  did  notliing  memorable  in  so  short  a  reign;  unless 
iudecd  it  be  ascribed  to  the  glory  of  this  period,  that  Theo- 
doref  the  urelibishop,  and  Ailrian'the  abbut,  two  consummate 
scholars,  came  into  England  in  liis  reign.  Were  not  the  sub- 
ject already  tritCi  I  should  willingly  record  what  light  they 
shed  upon  the  Britons ;  how  on  one  side  the  Greeks,  and  on 
the  other  the  Latins,  cmulously  contributed  their  knowledge 
to  the  public  stock,  and  made  tlus  island,  uuee  the  nurse  of 
tyrants,  the  constant  residence  of  philosophy :  but  this  and 
every  other  merit  of  the  times  of  Egbert  is  clouded  by  his 
.horrid  crime,  of  either  destroying,  or  permitting  to  be  de-. 
stroycd,  Elbert  and  Egelbright,  his  nephews.^ 

To  Egbert  succeeded  his  brother  Lothere,  who  began  his 
reign  witii  unpropitious  omens.  For  he  was  harassed  during 
eleven  years  by  £drie,  the  son  of  Kgl)ert,  and  engaged  in 
many  civil  conflicts  wliich  terminated  with  various  success, 
until  he  was  ultimately  pierced  through  the  body  with  a  dart, 
tuid  died  while  they  were  applying  remedies  to  the  wound. 
Some  say,  that  both  the  brothers  perished  by  a  premature 
duutii  as  a  just  return  for  their  cruelty  ;  because  Egbert^  as 
I  have  related,  murdered  the  innocent  chtidren  of  his  uncle ; 
and  Lulhere  ridiculed  the  notion  of  holding  them  up  ils 
martyrs :  althougli  the  former  had  hunentcd  the  action,  anil 
had  granted  a  part  of  the  Isle  of  Thanet  to  the  mother  of 
his  nephewsi  for  the  purpose  of  building  a  monastery. 

♦  Chellea,  near  Paris. 

+  Tlu'odore,  archljibiiop  of  Cantcr])ury,  was  a  nativo  of  Tarsus  in  Cilicia, 
and  a  prulutu  uf  great  Icjiruing;  but  it  being  apprehended  by  l*ope  Vitulian 
that  he  mi^'ht  rather  incline  tu  the  doctrinea  of  the  Greek  Clmrch,  Adrian 
was  sent  with  him,  as  a  kind  of  Kupcrintcndent,  Oi^d  was  appointed  ubU^t 
of  St.  Augustine's. 

t  See  book  ii.  ehap.  1  a, but  thiii  and  every  other/'  £cc  Some  editions 
Quit  ihu  pabdage  altogether. 
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Nor  did  Edric  long  boast  tlie  prosperous  state  of  his 
goyemment ;  for  within  two  years  he  was  desppilied  both  of 
kingdom  and  of  life,  and  left  Ms  country  to  be  torn  in  pieces 

hy  its  enemies.  Immediately  Cnwlwalla,  with  his  brother 
Mull,  in  other  respects  a  good  and  able  man,  but  breathing 
aa  inextinguishable  hatred  against  tlie  people  of  Kent,  made 
vigorous  attempts  upon  the  province;  supposing  it  roust 
easily  surrender  to  his  views,  as  it  had  lately  been  in  the 
enjuymeut  of  long  continued  peace,  but  at  that  time  was  torn 
with  intestine  war.  He  found,  however,  the  inhabitants  by 
no  means  unprepared  or  void  of  courage,  as  he  liad  (^xpected. 
For,  after  many  losses  sustained  in  tiie  towns  and  villages,  at 
length  they  rushed  with  spirit  to  the  eonfiiet.  They  gaitiod 
the  victory  in  the  contest,  and  luiving  put  CaHlwalla  to  flight, 
drove  his  brother  ^lull  into  u  little  eottnp^c,  which  they  set 
on  fire.  Thus,  wanting  courage  to  sally  out  against  the 
enemy,  the  fire  gained  uncontrolled  power,  and  he  perished 
in  the  flames.  Nevertheless  Canlwalla  ceased  not  his  eftbrts, 
nor  retired  from  the  ]>rovlnee  ;  but  consoled  himself  for  liis 
l  ^^-L'.s  by  repeatedly  ravaging  tlie  di^itrict  ;  however,  he  left 
the  avenging  of  this  injury  to  Ina,  his  successor,  as  will  be 
related  in  its  place. 

In  this-  desperate  state  of  the  aflTairs  of  Kent,  there  was  a 
void  of  about  six  years  in  the  royal  succession.  In  the 
seventh,  ^\  ithred,  the  sun  of  Egbert,  having  repressed  the 
malevolence  of  his  countrymen  by  his  activity,  and  purchased 
peace  from  his  enemies  by  money,  was  chosen  king  by  the 
inhabitants,  who  entertained  great  and  well-founded  hopes  of 
him.  He  was  an  adniirable  ruler  at  liouus  invincible  in 
war,  and  a  truly  pious  follower  of  the  Christian  faith,  for  he 
extended  its  power  to  the  utmost.  And,  to  complete  his  felicity, 
after  a  reign  of  thirty-three  years,  he  died  in  extreme  old  age,  ' 
which  men  generally  n»'ekon  to  be  their  greatest  happiness, 
leaving  Iiis  three  chihh*en  his  heirs.  These  were  Egbert, 
Ktiiclbeii,  and  Alric^  and  they  reigned  twenty-three,  eleven, 
and  thirty-four  years  successively,  without  deviation  from 
the  excellent  example  and  institutions  of  their  father,  except 
that  Ethelbert,  by  the  casual  burning  of  Canterbury,  and 
Alrie,  by  an  unsuccessful  battle  with  the  IMcreians,  consider- 
ably obscured  the  glory  of  their  reigns.  »So  it  is  that,  if  any 
thin^  disgraceful  occurs,  it  is  not  concealed ;  if  any  thing 
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fortunate,  it  is  not  sufficiently  noticed  in  the  Chronicles  ; 
whether  it  be  done  designedly,  or  whether  it  arise  from  that 
bad  quality  of  the  human  mind,  whieh  makes  gratitude  for 

good  tnuisient  j  wlicreaa  the  i-ecollection  of  evil  remains  for 
ever.    After  these  men  the  noble  stock  of  kings  begun  to 
mtherji  the  royid  blood  to  flow  cold*    Then  every  daring 
adventurer,  wlio  had  ae(|uired  riches  by  his  eloquence,  or 
whdm  faction  had  made  formidable,  aspired  to  the  kin<>doni, 
imJ  disgraced  tlie  ensigns  of  royalty.    Of  these,  Kdbeit 
otherwise  called  IVen,  after  having  governed  Kent  two  years, 
over-rating  his  power,  was  taken  prisoner  in  a  war  Avith  the 
Mercians,  and  loaded  with  chain.s.    But  being  set  at  liberty, 
by  his  enemies,  thougli  nut  received  by  his  own  subjects,  it 
is  uncertain  by  what  end  he  perished.    Cuthred,  lieir  to  the 
same  lactiuii  and  cahunity,  reigned,  in  name  only,  eight  years. 
Next  Buldred,  a  mere  abortion  of  a  king,  after  having  for 
eighteen  years  more  properly  possessed,  tlian  governed  Uio 
, kingdom,  went  into  exile,  on  liis  defeat  by  Egbert,  king  of 
the  West  Saxons.    Tims  the  kingdom  of  Kent,  whieh,  from 
the  year  of  our  Lord  449,  had  eontinued  376  years,  became 
annexed  to  another.    And  since  by  following  the  royal  line 
of  the  tirst  kingdom  wliich  arose  among  the  Angles,  I  have 
elicited  a  spark,  as  it  were,  from  the  embers  of  antiquity,  I 
shall  now  endeavour  to  throw  light  on  the  kingdom  of  the 
West  Saxons,  which,  though  after  a  considerable  lapse  of 
time,  was  the  next  that  sprang  uj).    While  others  were 
neglected  and  wasted  away,  this  llourished  witli  uncon- 
querable vigour,  even  to  the  coming  of  the  Normans;  and,  if 
I  may  be  penulttcd  the  expression,  with   greedy  jaws 
swallowed   up   the   rest.     AVherefore,  after  tracing  this 
kingdom  in  detail  down  to  Egbert,  I  shall  brieily,  for  fear  of 
disgusting  my  readers,  ^bjoin  some  notices  of  the  two 
remaining  ;  this  will  be  a  suitable  termination  to  the  first 
book,  iuul  the  second  wiH  continue  the  liistory  of  the  AVest 
Saxons  alone. 

CHAP.  IL 

Of  tiie  kingt     the  West  Saxon*.   £a.d.  495.] 

,  The  kingdom  of  tlic  West  Saxons, — ^and  one  more  magnificent 

or  lasting  Britain  never  beheld, — sprang  from  Ccrdic,  and  soon 
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increased  to  great  importance.  He  was  a  German  by  nation, 
of  the  nobl^t  race,  being  the  tenth  from  Woden,  and,  having 
nurtured  his  ambition  in  domestic  broil:^,  determined  to  h^avo 
his  native  land  and  extend  his  fame  hj  the  sword.  Having 
formed  this. daring  resolution  he  communicated  his  design  to 
Cenric  his  son,  who  closely  followed  his  lather's  tnielc  to 
2;lory,  and  with  liis  concurrence  transported  his  forces  into 
Britain  in  five  ceols.  This  took  place  in  the  year  of  our 
iiaviour^s  incarnation  495,  and  the  eighth  after  the  death  of 
H^ngist.  Coming  into  action  with  the  Britons  the  very  day 
of  his  arrival,  this  experienced  soldier  soon  defeated  an 
undisciplined  multitude,  and  compelled  theia  to  ily.  By  this 
success  he  obtained  perfect  security  iu  future  for  himself,  as 
well  as  peace  for  the  inhabitants  of  those  parts.  For  they 
never  duicd  after  that  day* to  attack  him,  but  voluntarily 
submitted  to  his  dominion.  Nevertheless  lie  did  not  waste 
his  time  in  indolence ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  extending  his  • 
(inquests  on  all  aidesi  by  the  time  ho  had  been  twenty-four 
years  in  the  island,  he  had  obtained  the  supremacy  of  the 
western  part  of  it,  called  West-Saxony,  lie  died  after  enjoy- 
ing it  sixteen  years,  and  his  whole  kingdom,  with  the  exception 
of  the  isle  of  Wight,  descended  to  liia  sou.  This,  by  the 
royal  munificence^  became  subject  to  his  nephew,  Withgar  i 
who  was  as  dear  to  his  uncle  by  the  ties  of  kindre<l,  for  he 
Was  his  sister*s  son,  as  by  his  skill  in  Wiir,  iiml  foiiued  a 
noble  principality  in  the  island,  where  he  was  afterwards 
splendidly  interred.  Cenric  moreover,  who  was  as  illustrious 
as  his  father,  aUter  twenty-six  years,  bequeathed  the  kuigdom, 
somewhat  enlarged,  to  Ids  son  Ceawlin. 

The  Chronicles  extol  tlie  singuUir  valour  of  this  man  in 
battle,  so  as  to  excite  a  dejjree  of  envious  admiration  ;  for  he  ^ 
was  the  astonishment  of  llic  Angles,  the  detestation  of  tlie 
Britons,  and  was  eventually  the  destruction  of  both.-  I  shall 
briefly  subjoin  some  extracts  from  tlicm.  Attacking  Ethel- 
hert  king  of  Kent,  who  was  a  nmn  in  otlier  respects  laudable, 
hut  at  that  time  was  endeavouring  from  the  consciousness  of 
lus  family's  dignity  to  gain  the  ascendency,  and,  on  'tliis 
account,  making  too  eager  incursions  on  tlio  territories  of  his 
neighbour;  lie  routed  his  troops  and  forced  him  to  retreat. 
Thii  liritons,  who,  in  the  times  of  his  father  and  grandfather, 
bad  escaped  destruction  either  by  a  show  of  submission,  or 
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by  the  strengtli  of  their  f(MTtification8  at  Gloucester^  Ciren* 
cesier,  and  Bath,  he  now  pursued  with  eeaseless. rancour  ; 

ejected  them  from  their  cities,  and  tihased  them  into 
iiiouatainous  and  woody  districts,  as  at  the  present  day. 
liut  about  this  time,  as  some  unhiekly  throw  of  the  dice  ia 
tlie  table  of  human  life  })erpetually  disappoints  mUnkiiid,  his 
military  successes  were  clouded  by  domestic  calamity :  his 
brother  Cutha  met  an  untimely  death,  and  ho  had  a  son 
of  the  same  nmnc  taken  olf  in  battle  ;  both  youn*^  men  of 
great  expectation,  whose  loss  he  frequently  lunuuited  as  a 
severe  blow  to  his  happiness.  Finallyi  in  his  latter  days^ 
himself,  banished  from  his  kingdom,  presented  a  spectacle, 
pititible  even  to  his  enemies.  For  he  had  isounded,  as  it 
were,  tlie  trumpet  of  hi.s  own  detestation  on  all  slilt  s,  and 
the  Angles  as  well  as  the  liritons  eons?j)inng  against  him,  hia 
forces  were  destroyed  at  W.odensdike  ;  *  he  lost  las  kingdom 
thirty-one  }  (?ars  after  he  had  gained  it ;  went  into  exile, 
and  shortly  al'ter  died.  The  lluating  ruins  of  governuieiit 
were  then  direeted  l>y  his  m'i)hr\vs,  t]\e  sons  of  Cutha,  that 
is  tu  i^ay,  Ceh  ic  during  six,  Ceolwu if  during  fourteen , years  ;  • 
of  these  the  iuierior  with  respect  to  age,  but.  the  more 
excellent  in  spirit,  passed  all  his  days  in  war,  nor  ever 
negleeted,  lor  a  moment,  tlie  proLeeliou  and  eitea^jion  of  his 
empire. 

After  him,  the  sons  of  Cclric,  Cynegils  and  Cuichelm, 
jointly  put  on  the  ensigns  ct*  royalty ;  both  active,  both 
eoitending  with  each  other  only  in  mutual  ofliees  of  kind- 
ness ;  insomuch,  that  to  their  contemj)()raries  tln^y  were  u 
Hiiracle  oi'  eoncord  very  unusual  amongst  prinees,  and  to 
posterity  a  proj)er  examjde.  It  is  dillieidt  to  say  whether 
their  courage  or  their  moderation  exceeded  in  the  numberless 
contests  in  which  they  engaged  eitlier  against  the  Britons,  or 
against  Penda,  king  of  the  Jlereians  :  a  man,  as  will  be 
related  in  its  phiee,  wonihufully  cxj>ei't  in  the  suljth!ti<»s  of 
war;  and  who,  overpassing  tliC  limits  of  Ids  own  territory, 
in  an  attempt  to  add  Cirencester  to  his  possessions,  being 
unable  to  withstand  the  {jower  of  tliese  united  kings,  escaped 
with  only  a  few  followers.  A  considerable  de;j^ree  of  guilt 
indeed  attaehea  to  Cuielu-lni,  for  attempting  to  take  oli',  by  the 
hands  of  an  as.*^assin,  Edwin  king  of  the  iNortiiumbriaus,  a 

«  Waasdike,  In  WUtshiie. 
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mfm  of  lu^knowledged  prudence.  Yet^  if  the  heathen  mazinii 

Who  asks  if  fraud  or  force  avuiled  tlic  foe  ?  * 

m  • 

be  considered,  he  will  be  readily  excitsedy  as  haying  done 
nothing  uncommon,  in  wishing  to  get  rid,  by  whntcv.er' means,    *  j 
of  a  rival  encroaching  on  his  power.    1  oi*  lie  hud  IbniRrly  I 
lopped  off  much  from  the  West  Saxon  empire,  and  now  \ 
receiving  fresh  ground  of  offence,  and  his  ancient  enmity 
rerivmg,  he  inflicted -heavy  calamities  on  that  people.  The 
Idngs,  however,  escaped,  and  were,  not  long  after,  enlightened 
with  the  heavenly  doctrine,  by  the  means  of  St.  iUrinus  the 
l>ishop,  in  the  twenty-fiftli  year  of  their  reign,  (ind  the  • 
fortieth  after  the  coming  of  the  blessed  Augustine,  the  | 
apostle  of  the  Angles.    Cyncgils,  veiling  his  princely  pride, 
condescended  to  receive  immediately  the  holy  rite  of  baptijsm : 
Cuichelm  resisted  for  a  time,  but  warned,  ])y  tlie  sickness  of 
liis  body,  not  to  endanger  the  salvation  of  his  ^ifoul,  he  became  ' 
a  sharer  in  his  brother's  piety,  and  died  the  same  year. 
Cynec^ils  departed  six  years  afterwards,  in  the  thirty-first 
year  oi'  liis  reigu,  enjoying  the  happiness  of  a  long-extended  , 
peace, 

Kemvalk  his  son  succeeded:  in  the  beginning  of  his  rei<i;n,  i 
to  be  compared  only  to  the  worst  of  princ<*s ;  but,  in  the 
succeeding  and  latter  periods,  a  rival  of  the  best.  The  . 
•  moment  the  }  oung  man  became  possessed  of  power,  wantoning 
in  regal  luxury  and  disregarding  the  acts  of  his  fatlier,  he 
abjured  Christianity  and  legitimate  marriage  ;  but  being 
attacked  and  defeated  by  Pendii,  yng  of  Mereio,  whose 
^ister  he  had  repudiated,  he  fled  to  the  king  of  the  East 
Angles.  Here,  by  a  sense  of  his  own  calamities  and  l)y  the 
jierseverance  of  his  host,  lie  was  once  more  brought  l>ack  to 
the  Christian  faith ;  and  after  tliree  years,  recovering  liis 
strength  and  resuming  his  kingdom,  ho  exhibited  to  his 
subjects  the  joyful  miracle  of  his  reformation.  So  valiant 
was  he,  that,  he  who  formerly  was  unable  to  defend  his  own 
territories,  now  extended  Lis  dominion  on  every  side ; 
totally  defeating  in  two  actions  the  Britons,  furious 
with  the  recollection  of  their  ancient  liberty,  and  in  conse- 
quence perpetually  meditating  rcsistimce  ;  first,  at  a  place 
called  Witgeornesburg,f  and  then  at  a  mountain  named 

*  Yii^l,  iBn.  ii.  &dO.  f  Bradford  oa  Avon,  Sec  Sax.  Chron.  662. 
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Pene  ;*  and  again,  avenging  the  injury  of  bis  father  on 

WuU  here,  the  son  of  Peuda,  he  deprived  him  of  the  greatest 
part  of  his  kingdom :  moreover  he  was  so  religious,  that, 
lirst'of  all  his  race,  ho  built,  for  those  timcS|  a  most  beautiful 
church  at  Winchester,  on  which  site  afterwards  was  founded 
the  episcopal  see  with  still  more  skilful  nrngnificencCi 

But  since  we  have  arrived  at  the  times  of  Kenwalk,  and 
the  proper  place  occurs  for  mentioning  tlie  monastery  of 
Glastonbury,!  I  shall  trace  from  its  very  origin  the  rise  and 
])rogi  ess  of  that  diurch  as  far  as  I  am  able  to  discover  it 
from  the  mass  of  evidences. '  It  is  related  in  annals  of  -  good 
credit  that  Lucius,  king  of  the  Britons,  sent  to  Pope  Eleu- 
tlicrius,  thirteenth  in  succession  from  St.  Peter,  to  .entreat, 
tliat  he  would  dispel  the  darkness  of  Britain  by  the  splendour 
of  Christian  instruction.  This  surely  was  the  commendable 
•loed  of  a  magnnniniou.s  prince,  eagerly  to  seek  that  faith,  the 
mention  of  which  had  barely  reached  him,  at  a  time  wlien  it 
was  an  object  of  persecution  to  almost  every  king  and  people 
to  whom  it  was  offered.  In  consequence,  preachers,  sent  by 
Eleutherins,  came  into  Britain,  the  effects  of  whose  labours 
wriW  remain  for  ever,  although  the  rust  of  antiquity  may  have 
obliterated  their  names.  By  tliesc  was  built  tlie  ancient 
church  of  St.  Mary  of  Glastonbury,  as  faithful  tmdition  has 
handed  down  through  decaying  time.  Moreover  tli6re  are 
documents  of  no  small  credit,  which  have  been  discovered  in 
cert-aiu  j)liices  to  the  following  effect:  "No  otiier  litinds  than 
those  of  the  disciples  of  Christ  erected  the  church  of 
Gld-'tonbury/*  Nor  is  it  dissonant  from  probability  :  for  if 
Pliilip,  the  Apostle,  preached  to  the  Gauls,  as  .Freculphus 
relates  in  the  fouHh  chapter  of  his  second  book,  it  may  be 
believed  that  he  also  planted  the  word  on  this  side  of  the 
channel  also.  But  that  I  nuiy  nut  seem  to  lialk  the 
expectation  of  my  readers  by  vain  imaginations,  leaving  all 
doubtful  matter,  I  shall  proceed  to  the  relation  of  substantial 
truths. 

•  Ven,  in  S<)inerscL>luro. 

+  MahuL'tibury  wiuic  a  History  of  Glastonbury,  wliich  is  piinleJ  in 
Gale's  C(»llcction,  vol.  iii.  aiul  ))y  llearno,  in  the  History  of  GI;istonbury, 
and  in,m  i\m  work  he  extracts  X\m  aet'ouiit.  Sluirpu  gives  it  [from  "  But 
binco,**  tVc.  to  *' character  m  iiuinitieent"  in  pa^'e  Hne  'JJ,  iu  a  note  as  a 
•  viirious  rending  of  one  of  tlie  MSS.  The  note  occupies  the  greater  j^aJt 
of  ficvca  pages  froui  '23  to  31  in  Sharpo'a  origiuul  volume. 
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The  church  of  which  we  are  gpeakfng,  from  fts  antiquity 
called  hy  the  Angles,  by  way  of  distinction,  Ealdo  Chirchei" 
that  ia»  the    Old  Church,"  of  wattle-work,  at  first,  fiavoured 

flomewhat  of  heavenly  sanctity  even  from  its  very  foundation, 
and  exhaled  it  over  the  whole  country  ;  claiming  Huperior 
reverence,  thougli  the  structure  was  mean.    Hence,  Iierc 
arrived  whole  Uibes  of  the  lower  orders,  thronging  every 
path ;  here  assembled  the  opulent  divested  of  their  pomp  ; 
and  it  became  the  crowded  residence  of  the  religious  and 
the  literary.    For,  as  we  have  heard  from  men  of  old  tim(% 
here  Gildas,  an  historian  neither  unlearned  nor  iuclcgaut,  to  * 
whom  the  Britons  are  indebted  for  whatever  notice  tliey 
obtain  among  other  nations,  captivated  by  the  sanctity  of  the 
place,  took  up  his  abode  for  a  series  of  y<»ars.*  This  church,  » 
then,  is  certainly  the  oldest   I   am  acquainted  with  in 
England,  and  from  this  circumstance  derives  its  niune.  In 
it  are  preserved  the  mortal  remains  of  many  saints,  some  of 
whom  we  shall  notice  in  our  progress,  nor  is  any  corner  of 
the  church  de.stitut<i  of  the  aslie.s  of  the  lioly.    The  very 
floor,  inlaid  with  polished  stone,  and  the  sides  of  the  altar, 
and  even  the  altar  itself  above  and  beneath  arc  laden  with  , 
the  multitude  of  relies.   Moreover  in  the  pavement  may  be 
remarked  .on  every  side  stones  designedly  interlaid  in 
triangles  and  squares,  and  figured  with  lead,  luuler  which  if 
I  Ix'lieve  some  sacred  rniirina  to  be  eontaiiied,  I  do  no 
mjustiee  to  religion.    Tiie  antiquity,  and  multitude  of  its 
saints,  have  endued  the  place  with  so  miich  sanctity,  tlmt,  at 
night,  scarcely  any  one  presumes  to  keep  vigil  there,  or, 
during  the  day,  to  spit  upon  itn  floor  :  he  who  is  conscious  of 
pollution  shudders  tiiroughout  his  whole  frame  :  no  one  ever 
brought  hawk  or  horses  within  the  confines  of  the  neigh- 
bouring cemetery,  who  did  not  depart  injured  either  in  them 
or  in  himself.    Within  the  memory  of  man,  all  persons  who, 
before  undergoing  the  ortlealf  of  lire  or  w^ater,  there  put  up 

*  There  is  a  Life  of  Gikliui,  written  not  long  after  this  lii^tory,  by  Cnradoc 
of  Lnncarvon,  in  which  we  are  told,  that,  while  he  vtm  xesddin<;  at  Glaston-  ■ 
hury,  a  prince  of  that  country  carried  off  Arthur's  queen  and  lodged  her 
there;  that  Arthur  immediately  hesieged  it,  but,  tlirough  the  mediation  of 
the  abU'it,  and  of  ( iildas,  conswiitcd^  at  length,  to  rcecivo  hi»  wife  ngaiii  and 
to  depart  peace; ihiy. 

+  The  onlc:i!  was  an  appeal  to  heaven  to  decide  iTnnieillately  on  tho 
iustivi}  of  the  caui»c.   There  were  nuuiy  inodet}  of  thia  whiuittical  trial :  oa 
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thmr  pedt!oiiB»  exulted  in  their  escape,  one  only  excepted :  if 

any  person '  erected  a  building  in  its  vicinity,  which  ty  its 

shade  obstructed  the  U^ht  of  the  church,  it  forthwith  became 
a  ruin.  And  it  is  suliiciently  evident,  that,  the  men  of  that 
province  had  no  oath  more  fi*equent,  or  more  sacred^  than  to 
Bwcar  by  the  Old  Cliurch,  fearing  the  swiilcst  vengeance  on 
their  perjury  in  this  resjwct.  The  truth  of  what  I  hav«^ 
ns*<erted,  if  it  be  dubiuu:^,  will  be  supported  by  testimony  in 
tiie  book  Wliich  I  have  written,  on  the  antiquity  of  the  said 
church,  according  to  tlie  scries  of  years. 

In  the  meantime  it  is  clear,  that  the  de]H>8itory .  of  so 
many  saints  may  be  deservedly  styled  an  heavenly  sanctuary 
upon  earth.  There  are  niuubi'rs  of  docuuicat.s,  though  1 
abiitain  from  mentioning  theui  for  fear  of  causing  weariness, 
to  prove  how  extremely  venerable  this  place  was  lield  by  the 
chief  persons  of  the  country,  who  there  more  especially  chose 
to  await  the  day  of  resurreetion  under  the  proteetion  of  the 
iiiolher  of  God.  Willingly  would  I  declare  tlie  meaning  of 
those  pyramids,  whieli  are  almost  incomprehrasible  to  all, 
could  I  but  ascertain  t!ie  truth.  Tliese,  situated  some  few 
feet  from  tlie  ehureli,  border  on  the  cemetery  of  the  monies. 
That  which  is  the  loftiest  and  nearest  the  church,  is  twenty- 
eight  feet  higli  and  has  five  stories:  tliis,  though  threatening 
ruin  froitt  its  extreme  age,  possesses  nevertheless  some  traces 
of  anti(|uity,  which  may  be  clearly  read  tliough  not  perfectly 
understood.  In  the  Ingliest  story  is  an  image  in  a  pontifical 
habit.  In  the  n*  xt  a  statin;  of  regal  dignity,  and  the  letters. 
Her  Sexi,  and  Blisperh.  In  the  third,  too,  are  the  names, 
Penerest,  Bantomp,  Pinepegn.  In  the  fourth.  Bate,  Pnlfred, 
and  Eanded.  In  tlie  iiftii,  whicii  id  tiie  lowest,  there  is  an 
image,  and  the  words  as  follow,  Logor,  Peslieaf^  and  Breg- 
den,  Spelpes,  llighiugeudes  Bearn.  1  lie  other  pyramid  is 
twenty-six  fret  high  and  has  four  stories,  in  which  are  reatl,. 
Kentwin,  llcdda  tlie  bishop,  and  Bregored  and  Beorward. 
The  meaning  of  these  I  do  not  hastily  decide,  but  I  .shrewdly 
conjecture  that  witlxin,  in  stone  coffinij,  are  contained  the 

by  handling  hot  lion,  plunging  the  arm  into  hot  water,  thniwing  llie accused 
into  wntcr,  &c.  If,  aflor  tliree  days^  the  party  exhibited  no  mark  of 
Imrniiig  in  tlto  two  former ;  t>r  if  ho  did  not  kiak  In  the  latter  experiment, 
he  Willi  considered  Innocent.  The  whule  was  conducted  with  great  solem* 
uity ;  the  ritual  may'  be  neen  in  Spelman,  voce  Ordolium. 
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bones  of  those  persofis  whose  names  are  inscribed  withont,^ 
At  least  Logor  is  said  to  implj^  the  person  from  whom  Log^- 
pcresbeorh  formerly  took  its  name,  which  is  now  called  ^lon- 
tacute;  Bregden^  from  whom  is  derived  lirentknolle  and 
Brentmarsh ;  Bregored  and  Beorward  were  abbats  of  that 
place  in  the  time  of  the  Britons  ;  of  whom,  and  of  others 
which  occur,  I  shall  henceforAvard  speak  more  circumstan- 
tially. For  my  hij?tury  Avill  now  proceed  to  disclose  tlie  suc- 
cession of  abbats,  and  what  was  bestowed  on  eacli,  or  on  the 
monasterj,  and  by  wliat  particular  king. 

And  first,  I  shall  briefly  mention  St.  Patrick,  from  whom 
the  scries  of  our  records  dawns.  While  the  Saxons  were 
disturbin^j  the  peace  of  the  Briton3,  and  the  Pelap^iana  as- 
saulting tlieir  fttitli,  St  Genaunus  of  Auxerre  assisted  tliem 
against  both;  routing  the  one  by  the  chorus  of  Hailelujah^f 
and  hurling  down  the  other  by  the  thunder  of  the  Evan*- 
gelists  and  Apostles.  Thence  returning  to  his  own  country, 
he  summuiicd  Patrick  to  l)ocomc  his  inmnt<»,  and  after  a  few 
years,  sent  lum^  [it  the  instance  of  Pope  Celestine,  to  preach 
to  the  Irislu  Whence  it  is  written  in  the  Chronicles,  "  In 
the  year  of  our  Lord's  incarnation  425,  8t  Patrick  is  or- 
dained to  Ireland  by  Pope  Celestine."  Also,  "In  the  year 
433  Ireland  is  converted  to  the  faith  of  Clirl-t  bv  the  i)rc'ach- 
mgof  St.  Patrick,  accompanied  hy  many  nura(dcs."  Jn  con- 
sequence executing  his  appointed  otiice  witli  diligence,  and  in 
his  latter  days  returning  to  his  own  country,  he  landed  in 
Cornwall,  from  his  aUar,f  which  even  to  this  time  is  held  in 
high  veaeratiou  by  tlio  inhabitants  for  its  sanetity  ami  elH- 
cacy  in  restoring  the  infirm.  Proceeding  to  Glastonbury, 
and  there  becoming  monk,  and  abbat,  after  some  years  ho 
paid  the  debt  of.  nature.    All  doubt  of  the  truth  of  this 

•  The  Saxon  mode  of  iritenncnt  appears  frequently  to  have  been  under 
pvramitJa  or  obeliaks.    See  Anglia  Sacra,  ii.  110. 

t  St.  Gormanus  drew  up  a  body  of  bis  new  converts  in  a  valley  surrounded 
on  every  aide  by  mountains,  and,  ou  tlie  approacli  of  tbeir  cjicmifs,  ordered 
that  on  a  given  signal,  all  should  shout  "  Hallelujah."  Tlie  sudden  sound, 
being  reverberated  by  the  surrounding  mountaind,  stniek  their  foes  with 
iuch  a  panic,  that  they  instantly  fled.   Sec  Bede,  Hist.  Eccl.  b.  i.  e.  20. 

t  Patrick  it  raid  to  have  floated  over^  from  Ireland^  on  thii  altar,  and  to 
have  landed  near  Padstow  in  Corawalh  Cough's  Camden,  1. 19.  Mnlmcs- 
bury  appears  to  have  been  misled  by  the  Glastonbury  historian,  so  us  to  con** 
found  St.  Patrick  with  St.  Petrock*  From  tho  latter, tho  town  of  Pndhtow  de« 
dm  its  namei  aa  is  proved  by  Wbitakefi  in  his  Ancient  Cathedral  of  Curnwall, 
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assertion  is  femoYed  by  the  vision  of  a  certain  brother,  who, 
aiicr  tlic  saint's  deatli,  when  it  had  frequently  become  a* 

qiip.'jtioii,  through  decay  of  evidence,  whether  he  really  was 
luouk  and  abbut  there,  had  the  fact  eonlirnied  by  the  follow - 
ing  oruele.  When  asleep  lie  seemed  to  hear  some  person 
reading,  after  many  of  his  miraclesi  the  words  which  follow 
. — tliis  wan  tlicn  was  adorned  by  the  sanctity  of  the  metro* 
pulitun  pull,  but  ufterwurds  was  here  made  monk  and  abbat." 
He  added,  moreover,  as  the  brother  did  not  give  implicit 
ci'edit  to  liini,  that  ho  could  show  what  he  had  said  inscribed 
in  golden  letters.  Patrick  died  in  the  year  of  his  age  111» 
of  our  Lord's  incarnation  472,  being  the  forty-seventh  year 
after  lie  was  sent  into  Ireland,  He  Vil':^  on  the  right  side  of 
the  altar  in  the  old  church:  indeed  the  care  of  posterity  has 
enshrined  his  body  iu  bilver*  Ilence  the  Lish  have  an  an- 
cient usage  of  frequenting  the  place  to  kiss  the  relics  of  their 
patron.  Wherefore  the  report  is  extremely  prevalent  that 
both*  St.*  Tndract  and  St.  Briget,  no  mean  inhabitants  of 
Ireland,  formerly  came  over  to  tliis  spot.  Whether  Briget 
returned  liome  or  died  at  Glastonbury  is  not  suHiciently 
ascertained,  though  she  left  here  some  of  her  ornaments; 
that  is  to  say,  her  necklace,  scrip,  and  implements  for  em- 
broidering, wluch  arc  yet  shown  in  memory  of  her  sanctity, 
and  are  eirKuclous  in  curing  divers  diseases.  In  the  course 
of  my  narrative  it  will  appear  that  St.  Indi'act,  with  seven 
companions,  was  nnirtyred  near  Glastonbury,  and  afterwards 
interred  in  the  old  church.^ 

Bcnignus  succeeded  Patrick  in  the  government  of  the 
abbey ;  hut  fur  how  long,  remains  in  doubt.  Who  he  was, 
and  liow  calh'd  in  the  vernacular  tongue,  the  verses  of  hij* 
epitaph  at  I'erramere  express,  not  inaptly  ; 

Beneath  this  miurblo  UtiOii'H  aalicii  lie, 
Once  reverend  abbat  of  thi3  monustciy : 
Saint  Patrick's  servant,  as  the  Irish  frame 
The  legend*-talc,  and  Been  van  his  name. 

Tlie  wonderful  works  both  of  his  former  life,  and  since  his 
recent  translation  into  the  greater  church,  proclaim  the  sin- 

*  On  their  return  from  a  pilgrimngu  to  llonic  tlicy  designed  visiting 
Glastoubury,  out  of  respect  to  St.  Patrick;  and  HUed  their  Bcripd  with 
par:iley  und  various  other  seeds,  which  they  purposed  currying  to  Ire- 
l:uii],  iKit  their  Htiivcii  hcin^  tipped  with  lirass,  which  was  mibtaken  for  golJ, 
they  were  murdered  for  the  supposed  booty* 
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gular  grace  of  God  which  he  ancieatly  possessed,  and  which 
Ee  stiU  retains. 

Hie  esteem  in*  which  David,  archbishop  of  Mencvia,  held 

tins  place,  is  too  uotoiiuus  to  require,  repeating.  lie  esta- 
blished the  antiquity  and  sanctity  of  tlie  church  by  a  divine 
oracle ;  for  purposing  to  dedicate  it,  he  came  to  the  sjiot  witli 
lus  BOYon  suffragan  bishops,  and  every  tiling  being  prepared 
for  the  due  celebration  of  the  solemnity,  on  the  night,  as  lie 
purposed,  preceding  it,  he  gave  way  to  profound  repose. 
When  all  his  jjenses  were  stec  ped  in  rent,  he  beheld  the  Lord 
Jesus  standing  near,  and  mildly  inquiring  the  cause  of  iiii 
arrivul  ;  and  on  his  immediately  dlseloning  it,  the  Lead  di- 
verted him  from  his  j>ur|:K)se  by  sayiug,  That  the  cliurch 
had  been  already  dedicated  by  liinisclf  in  honour  of  his  Mo- 
ther, and  that  the  ceremony  was  not  to  be  jirofaned  by  hu- 
man repetition."  With  these  words  he  8eeined  to  bore  the 
palm  of  his  liand  with  Ids  finger,  adding,  That  this  was  a 
sign. for  liim  not  to  reiterate  what  hiuinelf  hud  done  b«*fon*. 
But  that,  since  his  design  savoured  more  of  piety  than  of 
temerity,  his  punishment  sliould  not  be  prolonged:  aiiil 
lastly,  that  on  the  following  morning,  wlien  he  tihould  repeat 
tlie  words  of  the  mass,  *  With  him,  and  hy  him,  and  in  hini,' 
his  health  should  return  to  him  undiminished."  The  prelate, 
awakened  by  those  terrific  appeaninces,  as  at  the  moment  he 
grew  pale  at  the  purulent  matter,  afterwards  lie  hailed  tlie 
truth  of  the  prediction.  But  that  he  mi^^ht  not  appear  to 
have  done  nothing,  he  quickly  built  and  dedicated  another 
church.  Of  this  celebrated  and  inconqiarable  man,  I  am  at 
a  loss  to  decide,  whether  he  closed  his  life  in  this  place,  or  at 
his  own  cathedral.  For  they  affirm  that  he  is  with  St.  Pa- 
trick ;  and  the  Welsh,  both  by  the  frequency  ot*  their  prayers 
to  Iiiiii  and  by  various  reports,  without  doubt  coutirm  and 
cstublisii  tliis  opinion ;  openly  alleging  that  bishop  Bernard 
sought  after  him  more  than  once,  notwitlistanding  much 
opposition,  but  was  not  able  to  find  hiin.  But  let  thus  ;nuch 
sulliee  of  »St.  David.  " 

Alter  a  long  lapse  of  time,  St.  Augustine,  at  the  instancti 
of  St.  Gregory,  came  into  Britain  in  the  year  of  our  Lord's 
incarnation  ^U6,  and  the  tradition  of  our  ancestors  has 
hande«1  down,  that  the  companion  of  his  labours,  Pautinus, 
who  was  bishop  of  Rochester  alter  being  ai'chbishop  of 
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York,  cc^vered  the  church,  builti  as  we  have  before  obsOTved, 
of  wattle-work,  witli  a  cosing  of  boards*.    The  dcxteritj 

of  this  celebrated  iiian  so  artlully  managed,  that  nothing  of 
its  Bauctity  should  be  lo.st,  tiiough  much  t^houhl  accrue  to  its 
beauty :  and  certainly  tlie  more  magnificent  the  ornaments  of 
churches  are,  the  more  they  incline  the  brute  inind  to  prayer, 
and  bend  the  stubborn  to  supplication. 

Ill  the  year  ul*  our  lA>rd'8  incarnation  GOl,  that  is,  the  fifth 
.  after  the  arrival  of  St.  Augustine,  the  king  of  Devonshire,  on 
tlie  petition  of  abbat  Worgrez,  granted  to  the  old  church 
wliich  is  thei*e  situated  the  land  called  Incswitrin,  contfrining 
five  cassates.*  "I,  Muworn,  bishop)  wrote  this  grant.  I,  | 
Worgrez,  jibbat  of  tlie  same  ])hice,  signed  it.** 

Who  this  king  might  be,  the  antiquity  of  the  instrument 
prevents  our  knowing.    But  that  he  was  a  Briton  cannot  be 
doubted,  because  he  called  Glastonbury,  Ineswitrin,  in  his 
vernacular  tongue ;  and  that,  in  the  British,  it  is  so  called,  is  i 
well  known.    JMoreover  it  is  proper  to  remark  the  exlrerne 
antiquity  of  a  church,  which,  even  then,  was  called  "the  old 
churclu"    In  addition  to  AVorgn»z,  Lademund  and  Brogorcd,  \ 
whose  very  names  imply  British  barbarism^  were  abbats  of 
tins  place.   The  ])eriods  of  their  presiding  are  uncertain,  but  i 
their  names  and  dignities  are  indii  ated  by  a  i)ainting  in  the 
l:irt,n'r  church,  ni*ar  the  altar.    l>h\ssetl,  th(»ref(f)re,  are  the 
inhabitants  of  tins  place,  allured  to  uprightness  of  life,  by  | 
reverence  for  such  a  j<anctuary.    I  cannot  suppose  that  any  j 
of  these,  when  dead,  can  fail  of  heaven,  when  assisted  by  < 
the  virtm*s  and  int(»re<*j<sion  of  ho  nuniy  patrons.     In  the 
year  of  our  Ix)rds  incarnation  G70,  and  the  29th  of  his 
reign,  Kcnwalk  gave  to  Berthwaid,  abbat  of  Glastonbury, 
Ferramere,  two  hides,  at  the  request  of  archbishop  ThcH>-  | 
dure.    The  samo  Berthwaid,  against  the  will  of  tlic  king  | 
and  of  the  bishop  of  the  diocese,  relinqnishini^  Glastonbui^^  i 
•  went  to  govern  the  monastery  of  RecnU  i  r.    in  C(>nse([uence,  I 
lierthwald  equally  renowned  for  piety  and  high  birth,  being 
nephew  to  Ethelred,  king  of  the  Alercians,  and  residing  in 
the  vieuiity  of  Canterbury,  on  the  demise  of  -  archbishop 
Theodore,  succeeded  to  his  hco.    lliis  may  be  sufficient  for 
ine  to  have. inserted  on  the  antiquity  of  the  church  of  Glad- 

^  It  is  mute  FHtood  as  synonymoua  with  liidCt  or  aa  much  laml  wi  oae 
plough  could  tilU 
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toaburv.  Now  I  ahatt  letum  in  ootirae  to  £eawalk,  who 
was  of  a  character  so  munificent  that  he  ne^er  refused  to 
give  any  part  of  his  patrimony  to  his  relations ;  bat'  with 

noble-minded  genero:^ity  couferred  nearly  the  third  of  his 
kingdom  on  lus  nei)hew,*  These  qualities  of  the  royal 
mind,  were  stimulated  by  the  admonitions  of  those  holy 
bishops  of  his  province,  Agilbert^  of  whom  Bede  relates 
many  commendable  things  in  his  history  of  the  Angles,  and 
las  nephew  Leutherius,  who,  after  him,  was,  for  seven  ycai*b, 
bishop  of  the  West  Saxons.  This  eireuinstaiice  I  have 
thought  proper  to  mention,  because  Uede  has  left  no  account 
of  the  duration  of  his  episeopacy/  and  to  disguise  a  laict 
which  I  learn  from  the  Chronicles,  would  be  against  my 
conscience;  besides,  it  affords  an  opportunity  for  luukiiig 
mention  of  a  di:jtingui3hed  man,  who  by  a  mind,  clear,  and 
ahaost  divinely  inspired,  advanced  the  monastery  of  IMabnes- 
bury,  where  1  carry  on  my  eartldy  warfare,  to  the  highest 
pitdu  This  monastery  was  so  slenderly  endowed  by  Mail* 
dulph,  a  Scot,  as  they  say,  by  natiuu,  a.  j)hilosopher  by  eru- 
•  dition,  and  a  monk  by  profession,  that  its  members  could 
scaircely  procure  their  daily  subsistence;  but  Lfcutherius, 
after  long  and  due  deliberation,  gave  it  to  Aldhelm^f  a  monk 
of  the  same  place,  to  be  by  him  governed  wth  the  authority 
tlien  possessed  by  bishops.  Of  which  niatter,  that  my  rehi- 
tion  may  obviate  every  doubt,  I  shall  subjoin  his  own  words. 

I,  Leutherius,  by  divine  permissioti,  bishop  supreme  of 
the  Saxon  see,  am  requested  by  the  abbats  who,  mthin  the 
jurisdiction  of  our  diocese,  preside  over  the  conventual  as- 
semblies of  monks  witli  pastoral  anxiety,  to  give  and  to 
grant  that  portion  of  land  called  MailduUesburgh,  to  Aid- 
helm  the  priest,  for  the  purpose  of  leading  a  life  according 
to  strict  rule ;  in  which  place,  indeed,  from  his  earliest  in- 
fancy  and  first  initiation  in  the  study  of  learning,  he  lias 
been  instructed  in  the  libend  arts,  and  passed  his  days,  nur- 
tured in  the  bosom  of  tiic  holy  mother  church ;  and  on  which 
iiccount  fraternal  iove  appears  piincipally  to  have  conceived 
this  request.  Wherefore,  assenting  to  the  petition  of  the 
aforesaid  abbats,  I  willingly  grant  that  place  to  him  and  his 
successors,  who  shall  sedulously  follow  the  law:i  of  the  holy 

•  Cuthred,    According;  to  the  Saxon  Ciironiclc,  he  bestowed  on  him  - 
9000  hides  of  land,    f  Bede,  iii^  Chroiuclctt  of  tlie  AiigIo*Suxoua,"  p«  2G7« 
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iiiBtitiitioii*  Done  publicly  near  the  rfyer  Bladoni*  fhia 
dghth  before  the  kalends  of  September,  in  the  year  of  our 

lord's  incarnation  G72," 

But  when  the  industry  of  the  abbat  was  superadded  to 
the  kindness  of  the  bishop,  then  the  aflairs  of  the  monastery 
be^an  to  flourish  exceedingly ;  then  monks  assembled  on  aU 
&i(les;  there  was  a  general  concourse  to-Aldhelm;  some  ad- 
miring the  sanctity  of  his  life,  gthers  the  depth  of  his  learn- 
ing.   For  he  was  a  muu  as  unsophisticated  in  religion  as 
multifarious  in  knowledge ;  whose  piety  surpassed  even  hia 
reputation ;  and  he  had  so  fully  imbibed  the  liberal  arts,  tliat 
lie  was  wonderful  in  each  of  them,  and  unrivalled  in  alL  I 
greatly  err,  iT  his  works  written  ou  the  subject  of  virginity,"!" 
tliun  wliieh,  in  my  opinion,  nothing  can  be  more  pleasing  or 
more  splendid,  are  not  i>rool's  of  his  immortal  genius  :  al- 
though, such  is  the  slothfulness  of  our  times,  they  may 
excite  disgust  in  some  persons,  not  duly  considering  how 
modes  of  expression  differ  accortling  to  the  customs  of 
nations.    The  Greeks,  lor  instance,  express  tlieniselves  im- 
pliedly, the  Komuns  clearly,  the  Gauls  gorgeously,  the  ^ 
Angles  turgidly.    And  truly,  as  it  is  pleasant  to  dwell  on 
the  graces  of  our  ancestors  and  to  animate  our  minds  by 
tlicir  example,  I  W(juld  here,  most  willin^^ly,  untbhl  what  ^ 
painful  labours  this  holy  nmn  encountered  for  the  privik^ges 
of  our  church,  and  with  what  miracles  he  signalized  his  life, 
did  not  my  avocations  lead  me  elsewhere ;  and  his  noble  acts 
appear  clearer  even  to  the  eye  of  the  purblind,  than  they 
am  possibly  be  sketched  by  my  pencil.    The  innumerable 
miracles  which  now  take  place  at  his  tomb,  manitest  to  the 
present  race  the  sanctity  of  the  life  he  passed*    He  has 
. tlierefore  Ids  proper  praise;  he  has  the  fiune  acquired  by 
his  mcrits4    We  proceed  >vith  the  history, 

•  Wierc  tbia  river  was  is  not  known :  it  has  been  conjectured  it  should 
be  Avon.    Maimesbury  is  also  said  to  have  been  ori<;inally  called  Bladon. 

+  De  Lnudibus  Virginitntis.  Ilia  "Commendation  of  Virginity,"  was 
first  written  hi  prose:  and  was  printed  by  H.  Wharton,  4to«  lGi)3.  Ho 
aft^jrwards  versified  it  with  occasion;il  amplificatiuns  or  omissions.  Somo 
IMSS,  give  the  date  aa  G71:  others  (j7~;  and  ulhers  again  (j7a.  See  CanU 
Bus^  Antiquo}  Lcctiones,  t.  i.  7  i  3,  Ed.  Ihiaiiagii.  The  whole  works  of 
Aldbelm  have  been  collected  for  the  first  time  by  the  present  editor,  and 

fonn  ?0l.  L  of  PaTBES  KcCLESIilS  ANGLICAJi^E. 

t  Malmesbuiy  alienrarda  wrote  tbe  life  of  Aldhelm.   It.ou<^ht  to  fcrm 
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After  tUrty-one  years,  Kenwalk  dyinj^,  bequeathed  the 

administration  of  the  government  to  his  wile  Sexbur^a;  nor' 
did  this  woman  want  spirit  for  tlischarging  the  duties  of  the 
station.  She  levied 'new  forces,  preserved  tke.old  in  their 
duty ;  ruled  her  subjects  with  moderation,  and  overawed  her 
enemies :  in  short,  she  conducted  all  things  in  such  a  manner, 
that  no  difference  was  discernible  except  that  of  her  sex. 
But,  breatliing  more  than  female  spirit,  she  died,  having 
scarcely  reigned  a  year* 

Escwin  passed  the  next  two  years  in  the  government ;  a 
near  relation  to  the  royal  family,  being  gnind-nephcw  to 
Cynegils,  by  his  brother  Cuthj^ist.  At  his  lU  ath,  either 
natural  or  violent,  for  I  cannot  exactly  find  which,  Kcntwin, 
.  the  son  of  Cynegils,  filled  the  vacant  throne  in  legitimate 
SQceeision.  Both  were  men  of  noted  ex[)erience  in  war ;  as 
the  oi!e  routed  the  Mercians,  the  other  tlie  Britons,  with 
dreadful  slaughter:  but^hey  were  to  b*».  ]>itie(l  fur  the  {short- 
ness of  their  career;  tlie  reign  of  the  latter  not  extending 
beyond  nine,  tlmt  of  the  former,  more  than  two  years,  as  L 
have  already  related.  This  is  on  the  credit  of  the  Chronicles. 
*  However,  Bede  records  that  they  did  not  reign  successively, 
but  divided  the  kingdom  between  them. 

Next  sprang  £i)Vi\i  a  noble  branch  of  the  royal  stock,  CaL'd-  , 
walla,  grand-nephew  of  Ceawlin,  by  liis  brother  Cutha :  a 
yonth  of  unbounded  promise,  who  allowed  no  opportunity  of 
exercising  his  valour  to  escape  him.  lie,  having  long  since, 
by  his  active  exertions,  cxcitcid  the  animosity  of  the  princes 
of  his  country,  was,  by  a  conspiracy,  driveii  into  exile. 
Yielding  to  this  outrage,  as  the  means  of  dc{)riving  the 
province  of  its  warlike  force,  he  kd  away  all  the  military 
population  with  him ;  for,  whether  out  of  pity  to  his  broken 
fortuiies,  or  regard  for  his  valour,  the  wliolo  of  the  youth 
aeconipanied  him  into  exile.  Ethelwaleh,  king  of  the  South 
Saxons,  lur/arding  an  engagement  with  him,  felt  the  first, 
eifects  of  his  fury :  for  he  was  routed  with  all  the  forces  he  hail 
collecfted,  and  too  late  repented  his  rash  design.*  The  spirits 
of  his  followers  being  thus  elated,  Coidwaila,  by  a  4>udilen 
and  unexpected  return,  drove  the  rivals  of  his  power  ironi 

t!ie  fifth  hook  "c/tf  Centia  Pontijicum**  luit       never  yet  been  priiitud  in 
the  buHK'  voiuiue  with  tlic  I'uur  pitccUiit^  buoiui. 
*  Scii  Bede,  b.  iv.  c.  15. 
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the  kingdom*   Enjoying  his  government  lor  the  space  of  - 
*two  years,  he  performed  many  signal  exploits*    His  hatred 

and  hostility  towards  tlic  South  Saxons  were  inextinguish- 
able, and  he  totally  destroyed  Edrie,  the  successor  of  Ethel- 
walchi  who  opposed  him  with  renovated  boldness :  he  nearly 
depopulated  the  Isle  of  Wight^  which  had  rebelled  in  con* 
fedcrucy  with  the  Jklereians :  he  also  gained  repeated  victories 
over  the  piople  i}(  Kent,  as  I  have  mentioned  betuie  in  tlitir 
history.  Finally,  as  is  observed  above,  he  retired  from  that 
province,  on  the  death  of  his  brother,  compensatiiipr  loss 
by  the  blood  of  many  of  its  inhabitants.  It  is  difficult  to 
relate,  how  extremely  pious  he  was  even  before  his  baptism, 
insomuch  that  he  dedicated  to  God  tlic  tenth  of  all  the  spoils 
which  he  had  acquired  in  >var.  lu  which,  though  we  ap- 
the  intention,  we  condemn  the  example ;  according  to 
the  sajring :  lie  who  oflTers  sacrifice  from  the  substance  of 
a  poor  man,  is  like  liim  who  inimolati\s  the  son  in  the  sight 
of  the  lilt  her,"  That  he  went  to  Ivonic  to  be  baptized  by 
Po[)e  Sirgius,  an<l  Wiis  called  Peter;  and  that  he  yielded 
jo^iuUy  to  the  will  of  heaven,  while  yet  in  his  initiatory 
robes,  are  matters  too  well  known  to  require  our  illustration. 

After  his  departure  to  Kom<%  tlic  government  was  assumed  . 
hy  Ina,  t^rand-ncplu'W  of  Cynegils  by  his  broiht  r  Cutlibald, 
who  ascended  tlie  thruae,  more  from  the  innate  activity  of 
his  spirit,  than  any  ]e<<;itin\ate  right  of  succession.  lie  was 
a  rare  example  of  fortitude ;  a  mirror  of  prudence ;  un- 
equalled in  piety.  Thus  ri»gulat!ng  his  life,  he  gained  favour 
at  home  and  respect  abroad.  Sale  iVom  any  apprehensions 
of  treachery,  he  grew  old  in  the  discharge  of  his  duties  for 
filty-cight  years,  tlie  pious  conciliator  of  gcnc-al  esteem* 
Ilis  first  expedition  was  against  the  people  of  Kent,  as  the 
indignation  at  their  burnin;^  JIoU  had  not  yet  subsided, 
riie  inhabitants  resistctl  awliile  :  but  soon  fin«linpf  all  their 
attempts  and  endeavours  i'ail,  and  seeing  nothing  in  the  dis- 
position of  Ina  which  could  h*ad  them  to  suppose  he  would 
remit  his  exertions,  they  were  induced,  by  the  contemplation  . 
of  tlieir  losses,  to  treat  of  a  surrender.  Tliey  tempt  the 
royal  Tnind  with  presents,  lure  him  with  promises,  and 
bar;^ain  for  a  pea(;e  for  thirty  thousand  marks  oi  gohl,  that, 
soficueil  by  so  high  a  price,  he  should  put  an  end  to  the 
war,  aiid|  bound  in  golden  chains^  sound  a  retreat.  Accept^ 


L 
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log  the  money,  aa  a  saffideiit  atonement  for  their  offence,  he. 
returned  into  his  kingdom.  And  not  only  tlie  people  of 
Kent,  but  the  East  Angles*  also  felt  the  effects  of  his  here- 
ditary anf^er ;  all  their  nobility  being  first  expelled,  and 
afterwards  routed  in  battle.  But  let  the  relation  oi*  his  luili- 
taiy  successes  here  find  a  termination.  Moreoyer  liow.sedu* 
lous  he  was  in  religious  matters,  the  laws  he  enacted  to  re- 
form the  manners  of  the  people,  are  proof  suilicient  ;t  in 
which  the  image  of  his  purity  is  reflected  even  upua  tlie 
present  times.  Another  proof  are  tlic  monasteries  nobly 
founded  at  the  king's  expense.  Butj;  more  especially  Glas- 
tonbury, whither  he  ordered  the  bodies  of  the  blessed  martyr, 
Inilraet,  and  of  his  associates,  to  be  taken  from  the  jilace  of 
their  martyrdoai  and  to  be  conveyed  into  tlie  church.  The 
body  of  St.  Indract  he  deposited  in  the  stone  pyramid  on 
the  left  side  of  the  altar,  where  the  zeal  of  posterity  after- 
wards also  placed  St.  Hilda :  the  others  were  distributed 
beneath  tlie  pavement  as  chance  directed  or  regard  might 
sujrgest.  Here,  too,  he  erected  a  cliinch,  de<licated  to  tlie 
boly  apostles,  as  an  appendage  to  the  ancient  church,  of  which 
we  are  speaking,  enriched  it  with  vast  possessions,  and 
granted  it  a  privilege  to  the  following  effect : 

"In  the  name  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Clirist  :  I,  Tna,  sup- 
ported in  my  royal  dignity  by  God,  with  the  a<lvicc  of  my 
•  <iueen,  Sexburga,  and  the  permission  of  Berthwald,  arclibisliop 
of  Canterbury,  and  of  all  his  suflragans  ;  and  also  at  the  in- 
stance of  the  princes  Baltml  and  Athelard,  to  the  ancient 
church,  situate  in  the  place  called  Glastonbury  (which  churcli 
the  great  high-priest  and  chietest  minister  formerly  through 
his  own  ministry,  and  that  of  angels,  sanctified  by  many  and 
nnheard-of  miracles  to  himself  and  the  eternal  Virgin  Mary« 
as  was  formerly  revealed  to  St.  David,)  do  grant  out  of  those 

•  The  Saxon  Chronicle  and  Florence  of  Worcester  mentiofi  his  attacks 
on  tlie  South  Saxons,  hut  do  not  notice  the  East  Angles. 

+  See  Wilkins*8  Leges  Anglo-Saxonic£c. 

t  Some  manuscript3  omit  all  thfit  follows  to  "  Berthwald,  archbishop  of 
Canterbury,'*  p.  35,  and  insert  in  place  of  it  **  More  especial ly  that  at  GUw- 
toiibury  most  celebrated  in  our  du^a,  which  he  erected  in  a  low  retired 
situation,  in  order  that  the  monks  might  more  eagerly  thirst  after  lieavenly, 
in  proportion  as  they  were  less  affected  by  eartlily  things."  Sharpe  in- 
&crii  the  bhurter  passage  in  Im  tcxt^  aad  give«  the  ioagcr  iu  a  note. 
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places,  which  I  possess  by  paternal  inheritance,  and  hold  • 
in  my  demesne,  they  being  adjacent  and  fitting  for  the  pur* 
poae,  for  tlie  maintenance  of  the  monastic  inlBiitution,  and  the 
use  of  the  monks,  Brente:ten  hides,  Sowj  ten  hidesi  Pilton 
twenty  hides,  Dulting  twenty  hides,  Bledenhida  one  hide, 
to<»ether  with  wliatever  my  predecessors  have  contributed  to 
thp  same  church  :*  to  wit,  Kenwalk,  who,  at  the  instance  of 
archbishop  Theodore,  gave  Ferramere,  Bregarai,  Coneneic, 
Martineseie,  Etheredseie ;  Kentwin,  who  used  to  call  61aston<* 
bury,  "  the  mother  of  saints,"  and  liberated  it  from  every 
secular  and  ecelosiastieal  service,  and  grunted  it  this  dignilied 
privilege,  that  the  brethren  of  that  place  should  have  tlie  power 
of  electing  and  appointing  their  ruler  according  to  the  rule  of 
St.  Benedict:  llcddathe  bishop^  with  permission  of  Casdwalla, 
who,  though  a  heathen,  confirmed  it  with  his  own  hand,  gave 
Lantokay  :  Baltred,  who  gave  reniiard,  six  hides  :  Athelard 
who  contributed  Poelt,  sixty  hides  ;  I,  Ina,  permitting  and 
confirming  it.  To  ihc  piety  and  affectionate  entreaty  of  these 
people  I  assent,  and  I  guard  by  the  security  of  my  royal  grant 
against  the  designs  of  malignant  men  and  snarling  curs,  in 
order  that  the  eliurch  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  and  the  eternal 
Virgin  Mary,  as  it  is  the  first  in  the  kingdom  ol  Britain  and 
the  source  and  the  fountain  of  all  religion,  may  obtain  sur« 
passing  dignity  and  privilege,  aiid,  as  she  rules  over  choirs  of 
angels  in  heaven,  it  may  never  pay  servile  obedience  to  men 
on  earth.    Wherefore  the  chief  pontiff,  Oregory,  assenting, 
and  taking  the  mother  of  his  Lord,  and  me,  however  un- 
wortliy,  together  with  her,  into  the  bosom  and  protection  of 
the  holy  lioman  church ;  and  all  the  princes,  archbishops^ 
bishops,  duke.s,  and  abbats  of  Britain  consenting,  I  ai)point 
and  establish,  that,  all  hinds,  places,  and  possessions  of  St. 
Alary  of  Glastonbury  be  free,  quiet^  and  undisturbed,  from  all 
royal  taxes  and  works,  whieli  are  wont  to  1)0  appointed,  tliat 
is  to  say,  expeditions,  the  building  of  bridges  or  forts,  and 
from  the  edicts  or  molestations  of  all  archbishops  or  bishops, 
as  is  foimd  to  be  conlii  nu d  and  jiranted  by  my  predecessors, 
Kenwalk,  Kentwin,  Caidwalla,  Baltred,  in  the  ancient  charters 
of  the  same  church.    And  whatsoever  (piesttons  shall  arise, 
whether  of  homicidci  sacrilege,  ])oison,  tlieft,  rapine,  the  dis- 

*  Sec  Kemble*0  Charters,  vol.  i.  p*  85* 
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posal  and  limits  of  churches,  the  ordination  of  clerks,  eccle* 
siastical  synods,  and  all  judicial  inquiries,  they  shall  be  deter- 
mined by  the  decision  ot'  the  abbat  and  coAvent,  without  the ' 
interferenec  ot  my  person  whatsoever.  Moreover,  I  eammand 
all  princes,  archbishops,  bishops,  dukes,  and  governors  of  nij 
kingdom,  as  they  tender  my  lionour  and  rof^nnl,  and  all  de- 
pendant^  jpinc  iis  well  as  theii's,  us  they  value  th(Mr  jicrsoaal. 
safety,  never  to  dare  enter  the  island  of  our  Lord  Jesus 
Christ  and  of  the  eternal  Virgin,  at  Glastonbury,  nor  the 
possessions  of  the  said  church,  for  the  purpose  of  holding 
courts,  making  inquiry,  or  seizing,  or  doing  anything  what- 
ever to  tlic  offence  of  the  servants  of  God  there  residing: 
moreover  I  particularly  inhibit,  by  the  curse  of  Ahnighty 
God,  of  the  eternal  Virgin  Mary,  and  of  the  holy  ai)Ostles 
Peter  and  Paul,  and  of  the  rest  of  the  saints^  any  bishop  on 
any  account  whatever  from  presuming  to  take  his  episcopal 
seat  or  celebrate  divine  service  or  conse<Tuto  altars,  or  ilcdi- 
catc  churches,  or  ordain,  or  do  any  thing  whatever,  either  in 
the  church  of  Glastonbury  itself,  or  its  dependent  ehurehcs^ 
that  is  to  say— Sowy,  Brente,  Merlinch,  Sapcwie,  Stret, 
Sbudeclaleeh,  Pilton,  or  in  their  cimpels,  or  islands,  unless  he 
be  specially  invited  by  the  abl)at  or  brcithren  ot*  that  phiec. 
But  if  he  come  upon  such  invitation,  he  sludl  take  nothing 
to  himself  of  the  things  of  the  church,  nor  of  the  oiierings  ; 
knowing  that  he  has  two  mansions  appointed  him  in  two 
sc^^ral  places  out  of  this  church's  possessions,  one  in  Pilton, 
the  other  ill  the  viUage  erlh'd  Poch,  that,  when  eoniin;^  or 
?oing,  he  may  have  a  place  of  entertainineiit.    Nor  even 
.shall  it  be  lawful  for  him  to  pass  the  ni*^ht  here  unless  he 
.simll  be  detained  by  stress  of  weather  or  bodily  sickness,  or 
'  invited  by  tlie  abbat  or  monks,  and  tlien  with  not  more  tlian 
three  or  four  clerks.    Moreover  let  the  aibresaid  litshop  be 
miiiflfnl  every  year,  witli  liis  elerks  that  are  at  Wells,  to 
acknowledge  his  mother  church  of  Ulustoubury  with  litauirs 
on  the  second  day  after  our  Lord's  ascension  ;^-iHwl^iould  he 
haughtily  defer  it»  or  fail  in  the  things  whicli  arc  above  re-* 
cited  and  confirmed,  he  shall  forfeit  his  mansions  above  men- 
tioned.   The  abbat  or  monks  shall  direct  whom  tlicy  ph  ase,  , 
celebrating  Easter  canonieally,   to  perform  service  in  the 
church  of  Glastonbury,  its  dependent  churches,  and  in  their 
chapels.    Whosoever^  be  he  of  what  dignity,  profession,  or 
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iegreOf  he  vhbj^  shall  hereafter,  on  any  occasion  whataoerer, 
attempt  to  pervert,  or  nullify  this,  the  witness  of  my  munifi-  ' 

cencc  and  liberality,  lot  him  be  aware  that,  Mrith  the  traitor 
Judas,  he  sliall  perish,  to  liis  eternal  confusion,  in  the  de- 
vouring flames  of  unspeakable  torments.  The  charter  of 
this  donation  was  written  in  the  year  of  our  Lord's  ineignia'* 
tion  725|  the  fourteenth  of  the  indietioui  in  the  presence  of 
the  king  Ina,  and  of  Berthwald,  archbishop  of  Canterbury 

What  splendour  he  [Ina]  added  to  the  monastery,  may  be 
collected  from  the  short  treatise  which  I  have  written  about 
its  antiquities.*   Father  Aldhelm  assisted  the  design;  and 
his  precepts  were  heard  with  humility,  nobly  adopted,  and 
joyfully  carried  into  offect.    Lastly,  the  king  readily  con- 
tiruiL'd  ihe  privilej^e  which  Aldliehii  iiud  ubtuined  from  pope 
Sergius,  for  the  inununityof  his  monasteries  ;  gave  much  to 
the  servants  of  God  by  his  advice,  and  finally  honoured  him, 
though  constantly  refusin|!^»  with  a  bishopric  ;  but  an  early 
dcatli  malignantly  cut  oif  this  great  man  from  the  world. 
For  scarcely  had  he  discharged  the  cilices  of  his  bishopric 
four  yearri,  ere  he.  made  his  soul  an  olfering  to  heaven,  in 
the  year  of  our  Lord's  incarnation  709,  on  tlie  vigil  of  St- 
Augustine  the  apostle  of  the  Angles,  namely  the  eighth  be- 
fore the  Kalends  of  June-f    Some  say,  that  he  was  the 
nephew  of  the  king,  by  his  brother  Kenten  ;  but  I  do  not 
choose  to  assert  for  truth  any  thing  wliich  siivours  more  of 
vague  opinion,  than  of  historic  credibility  ;  especially  as  I 
can  find  no  ancient  record  of  it,  and  the  Chronicle  clearly  de- 
clares, that  ina  liud  no  other  brother  than  Ingihl,  who  died 
some  few  years  before  him.    Aldhelm  needs  no  support  from 
fiction  :  auch  great  lhin<^s  arc  there  concerning  hiia  of  indis*. 
putable  truth,  so  many  wliich  are  beyond  the  reach  of  doubt. 
i  The  sisters,  indeed,  of  Ina  were  Cuthburpra  and  Cwenburga. 
Cuthburga  was  given  in  marriage  to  Alfrid,'king  of  the 
Northumbrians,  but  the  contract  being  soon  after  dissolved, 
she  led  a  life  dedicated  to  God,  first  at  Barking, J  under  the 
abbess  llildclitha,  and  afterwards  as  siiperior  of  tlie  convent 
ut  Wimboruc;  now  a  mean  village,  but  formerly  celebrated 

*  The  Anti(iuities  of  rJlastonliuiy  were  publiaUcd  about  tlic  same  time 
by  Gale,  vol.  iii.  and  by  Ilcame. 
t  The  25th  of  May.         X  Bedc,  Eccl.  III»t.  b.  iv.  c.  7  -10. 
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for  oontamiiig  a  fall  company  of  virgiii8|  dead  to  eartUy 

desireSi  and  breathing  only  aspirationa  towards  heaven. 

She  embraced  the  profession  of  holy  celibacy  from  the  peru- 
sal of  Aidhclm's  books  on  virginity,  cledicatcd  indeed  to  tlie 
.sisterhood  of  Barking,  but  profitable  to  alif  who  aspire  to 
that  state*  Ina's  queen  was  Etbelburga,  a  woman  of  royal 
mce  and  disposition  :  who  per])etually  urging  tlie  necessity 
of  bidding  adieu  to  earthly  things,  at  least  in  the  close  of 
life,  and  the  king  as  constantly  deferring  the  execution  of 
her  advice,  at  last  endeavoured  to  overcome  him  by  strata- 
gem. For,  on  a  certain  occasion,  when  they  had  been  * 
revelling  at  a  country  seat  with  more  than  usual  riot  and 
luxury,  the  next  day,  alter  their  departure,  an  attendant, 
with  the  privity  of  the  queen,  defiled  the  palace  in  every 
possible  manner,  botii  with  the  excrenieut  of  cattle  and  heaps 
of  filth  ;  and  lastly  he  put  a  sow,  which  had  recently  far- 
rowed, in  the  very  bed  where  they  had  lain.  They  httd 
hardly  proceeded  a  mile,  ere  she  attacked  her  husband  with 
the  fondest  conjugal  end^  in  iuents,  entreatin*^  tlmt  tliry  niiglif 
immediately  return  thither,  whence  they  hail  departed,  say- 
iag,. that  his  denial  would  be  attemlrd  with  d:ingen»us  con- 
sequences.  Her  petition  being  readily  granted,  the  king  was 
tstonished  at  seeing  a  place,  which  yesterday  might  hav«i 
vied  with  Assyrian  luxury,  now  filthily  Jisi^ustin;^  and  d<*s(j- 
late:  and  silently  [xjuderinj:^  on  t!io  siL'lit,  his  eyit.s  at  liMp^th 
turned  upon  the  queen.  Seizing  the  opportunity,  and  {dea- 
santly  smiling,  she  said,  My  noble  spouse,  where  arc  the 
revellings  of  yesterday?  Wheni  the  tq^estries  dipped  in 
Sidonian  dyes  ?  Where  the  ceaseless  impertinence  of  para- 
sites ?  Where  the  sculptured  ve^srieln,  overAvht  lining  the  very 
tables  with  their  weight  of  gold  ?  Where  are  the  delicacies 
80  anxiously  sought  throughout  sea  and  land,  to  pamper  the 
a})petite?  Are  not  all  these  things  smoke  and  vapour? 
Have  they  not  all  passed  away  ?  Woe  be  to  those  who  attach 
themselves  to  such,  for  they  in  like  iniumer  sludl  eonsuiue 
away.  Are  not  all  these  like  a  rapid  river  hastening  to  the  . 
sea  ?  And  woe  to  those  who  are  attached  to  them,  for  they 
shall  be  carried  away  by  the  current.  Reflect,  I  entreat  you, 
how  wretchedly  will  these  ImmUcs  decay,  which  we  pamjMT 
with  such  unbounded  luxury.  Must  not  we,  who  gorge  so 
constantly,  become  more  disgustingly  putrid  ?  Tlie  mighty 
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must  undergo  mightier  torments,  and  a  severer  trial  awaits 
the  strong."  Without  saying  more,  by  this  striking  example^ 
she  gained  over  her  husband  to  those  sentiments,  which  she 
had  in  vain  attempted  for  years  by  persuasion.* 

For  after- his  triumphal  spoils  in  war ;  after  many  succes- 
sive degrees  in  virtue,  he  aspired  to  the  highest  perfection, 
and  went  to  Rome.  There,  not  to  make  the  glory  of  his 
conversion  public,  but  tliat  he  might  be  acceptable  in  the 
Might  of  God  alonCi  he  was  shorn  in  secret ;  and,  clad  in 
liomely  garb,  grew  old  in  privacy.  Nor  did  his  queen,  the 
nuthor  oi'this  noble  deed,  desert  him  ;  but  as  she  had  before 
incited  him  to  unrlertake  it,  so,  aftenvards,  she  made  it  her 
constant  care  to  soothe  his  sorrows  by  her  conversation,  to 
Htimulatc  him)  when  wavering,  by  her  example  |  in  short,  to 
omit  nothing  that  could  be  conducive  to  his  salvation.  Thus 
united  in  mutual  aflfection,  in  due  time  they  trod  the  common 
path  of  all  mankind.  This  was  attended,  as  we  have  heard, 
with  singular  mirui^les,  such  as  God  often  deigns  to  bestow 
on  the  virtues  of  happy  couples. 

To  the  government  succeeded  Ethelard,  the  cousin  of  Ina ; 
though  Oswald,  a  youth  of  royal  extraction,  often  obscured 
his  opening  prospects.  Exciting  his  countrymen  to  rebellion, 
he  attempted  to  make  war  on  the  king,  but  soon  after  perish- 
ing by  some  unhappy  doom,  Ethelard  kept  quiet  possession 
of  the  kingdom  for  fou:;teen  years,  and  then  left  it  to  his 
kinsman,  Cuthred,  who  ibr  an  equal  space  of  time,  and  with 
similar  courage,  was  ever  actively  employed  :— 

"  In  the  name  of  our  Lord  tJesus  Christ,  I,  Cuthred,  king 
of  the  West  Saxons,  do  hereby  declare  that  all  the  gifts  of 
former  kings — ^Kentwin,  Baldred|  KcdwaUy  Ina,  Ethelard,' 
and  Ethbald  king  of  the  Mercians,  in  country  houses,  and  in 
vilhi^cs  and  lands,  and  farnij*,  and  mansions,  according  to  the 
conliruiations  made  to  the  ancient  city  of  Glastonbury,  and 
c^infirmed  by  autograph  and  by  the  sign  of  the  cross,  I  do,  as 
was  before  said|  hereby  decree  that  this  grant  of  former  kings 
sliall  remain  firm  and  inviohite,  as  long  as  the  revohition  of 
the  pole  bhall  carry  the  lands  and  seiis  %viLk  rc«^ulur  move- 

<  * 

•  All  this  pasHage,  from  "  What  Bplcndour,  p.  35, to  pcrsuiislon/'  is  omlu 
ted  in  some  MSS.,  and  is  ^iven  in  a  note  by  liatdy  and  Shurpe  ;  but  it 
liiiiiua  aiiuoftt  nccc'ittuir>  to  tho  context. 
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Blent  rottttd  the  starry  beayens.  But  if  nnj  one^  confiding 
in  tjrannical  pride  shall  endeavour  on  an/  occasion  to  dls« 
turb  and  nullify  tins  my  tcstamentiiry  grunt,  may  he  be  sepa- 
rated by  the  fan  of  the  last  judgment  from  the  congregation 
of  the  righteous^  *  and  joined  to  the  assembly  of  the  wicked 
for  evcr^  paying  the  penalty  of  his.  violence.  But  whoever 
with  Ixsnevoleut  intention  sliall  strive  to  a|>prove,  confirm, 
Mid  defend  this  my  grant,  may  he  be  allowed  to  enjoy  un- 
failing immortality  before  the  glory  of  Him  that  Hitteth  on 
the  tluronei  together  with  the  luippy  companies  of  angeis  and  of 
ail  the  saints.  A  copy  of  this  grant  was  set  fortii  in  presence 
of  king  Cuthred,  in  the  aforesaid  monastery,  and  dedicated 
to  the  holy  altar  by  the  munifieenee  of  his  own  hand,  in  the 
wooden  church,  where  the  brethren  placed  the  cottin  of  abbat 
llemgilsy  the  30th  of  April,  in  the  year  of  o  ir  I^ord  74o." 

The  same  Cuthred,  after  much  toil,  made  a  successful  cam- 
paign against  Ethelbald,  king  of  Mereia^  and  the  Britons, 
and  gave  up  the  sovereignty  after  he  had  held  it  fourteen 
years. 

Sigebcrt  then  seized  on  the  kingdom  ;  a  man  of  inhuman, 
cruelty  among  Ids  owii  subjects,  and  noted  for  cowardice 
abroad ;  but  the  common  detestation  of  all  conspiring  against 
lam,  he  was  within  a  year  driven  from  the  tlirone,  and  gave 
place  to  one  more  worthy.  Yet,  as  commonly  happens  in 
iiimilar  cases,  tiie  severity  of  his  misfortunes  brouglit  back 
some  persons  to  his  cause,  and  the  province  which  is  called 
Hampshire,  was,  by  their  exertions,  retained  in  subjection  to  • 
him.  Still,  however,  unable  to  quit  his  former  luibtts,  and 
exciting  the  enmity  of  all  against  liim  by  the  murder  of  one 
Cii:nbruii,  who  had  adhered  to  him  with  unshaken  fidelity, 
he  fled  to  the  recesses  of  wild  beasts.  ^Misfortune  still 
attending  liim  thither  also^  he  was  stabbed  by  a  swineherd* 
Thus  the  cruelty  of  a  king,  which  liad  almost  desolated  the 
higher  ranks,  was  put  an  end  to  by  a  man  of  the  lowest 
condition. 

Cynewolf  next  undertook  the  guidance  of  the  state  ;  illus- 
trious for  the  regulation  of  his  conduct  and  his  deeds  in  arms  : 
but  sofiering  extremely  from  the  loss  of  a  single  battle,  in  the 

the  twenty-fourth  year  of  his  reign,  against  Offa,  king  of  the 
Mercians,  near  Bensington,  he  was  also  finally  doomed  to  a 
disgraceful  death.    For  after  he  Imd  reigned  tliirty-ouc 
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years,*  neither  tndotentlj  nor  oppressively,  either  elated  with. 

success,  because  he  imagined  nothing  could  oppose  him,  or 
alarmed  for  his  ponterity,  from  tlio  increasing  power  of 
Kineard,  the  brother  of  Sigebert,  he  compelled  him  to  quit 
-  the  kingdom,  .  Kineard,  deeming  it  necessary  to  yield  to  the 
emergency  of  the  times,  departed  as  if  voluntarily  but  soon 
after,  when  by  secret  meetiiig.s  lie  had  assembled  a  desperate 
band  of  wretches,  watching  when  the  king  might  be  alone^ 
for  he  had  gone  into  the  country  for  the  bake  of  recreation, 
he  followed  him  thither  with  his  party.  And  learning  that 
he  was  there  giving  loose  to  improper  desires^  he  beset  the 
house  on  all  sides.  The  king  struck  with  his  perilous  situa* 
tion,  and  holding  a  eotifcrence  with  the  jKirsons  present,  si uit 
fust  the  doors,  cxpectirig  either  to  appease  the  desperadoes 
by  fair  language,  or  to  terrify  them  by  threats.  When 
neither  succeeded^  he  rushed  furiously  on  Kineard,  and  had 

•  nearly  killed  him  ;  but,  gurrounded  by  the  multitude,  and 
thinking  it  deroiratory  to  his  courage  to  give  way,  lie  fell, 
HL'lling  his  life  nolily.  Some  few  of  his  attendants,  who,  in-  • 
stead  of  yielding,  attempted  to  take  vengeance  for  the  loss  of 
their  lord,  were  slain.  The  report  of  this  dreadful  outrage 
soon  reached  the  ears  of  the  nobles,  who  were  waiting  near 

•  at  hand.  Of  these  Ksric,  the  chief  in  *  ag(»-  and  prudenco, 
conjuring  the  rest  not  to  leave  unrevenged  the  tU  ath  of  their 
soven^ign  to  tiieir  own  signal  and  eternal  ignominy,  rushed 
with  drawn  sword  upon  the  conspirators.    At  first  Kineard 

.  atteniptcMl  to  argue  his  case ;  to  make  tempting  oifers  ;  to . 
hold  fortli  their  relationship  ;  but  when  this  availed  nothing, 
he  stimulated  his  pjirty  to  resistance.  Doubtful  was  the  con- 
flict, where  one  side  contended  with  all  its  })Ower3  for  life, 
the  Other  for  glory.  And  victory,  wavering  for  a  long  time, 
at  last  decided  for  the  juster  cause.  Tlius,  fruitlessly  valiant, 
this  unha])py  man  lost  his  life,  unable  long  to  boast  the  sue* 
cess  of  his  treachery.  The  king's  body  was  buried  at  Win- 
clicster,  and  the  prince's  at  Repton  ;  at  that  time  a  noble 
monastery,  but  at  present,  as  I  have  heard^  with  few,  or. 
scarcely  any  inmates. 

•  ^hilnichhury  here  perpetuates  the  error  of  tlie  Iranscriber  of  tlie  Saxon 
Chronicle,  \n  as^iigiiing  thirty-one  years  to  Cyiicwolf,  for  as  he  eanie  to  the 
throne  in  7 FA],  and  was  killed  in  71M,  consequently  he  reigned  about 
'twcnty*ninc  years.   Perhaps  be  wrote,  correctly,   tino  de  triyinta  annu,' , 
conjectures  Mr*  Hardy, 
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After  him,  for  sixteen  years,  reigned  Bertric:  more 
stadiotts  of  peace  than  of  war.    Skilful  in  conciliating 

frieudaliip,  afi'able  with  foreigners,  and  giving  great  allow* 
ances  to  his  subjects,  in  those  matters  at  leobt  which  could 
not  impair  the  strength  of  the  government.   To  acquire  8till 
greater  estimation  with  his  neighbours,  .he  married  the. 
daughter  of  Offa,  king  of  Mercia,  at  that  time  all-powerful ; 
by  whom,  as  fur  as  I  am  aciiLiiiintcd,  he'  had  do  issue. 
Supported  by  tliis  aUiance  he  compelled  Egbert,  the  sole 
iiurvivor  of  tho  royal  stock,  and  wiioui  he  feared  m  the  most 
effectual  obstacle  to  his  power,  to  fly  into  France.    In  fact  > 
Bcrtric  himself,  and  the  other  kings,  after  Ina,  though 
glorying  in  the  splendour  of  their  parentage,  as  deriving 
their  origin  from  Cerdic,  had  considerably  deviated  from  tlie  . 
direct  line  of  the  royal  race.    On  Egbert's  expulsion,  then, 
lie  had  already  begun  to  indulge  in  indolent  security,  when 
a  piratical  tribe  of  the  Dane3»  accustomed  to  live  by  plunder, 
clandestinely  arriving  in  tliree  ships,  disturbed  the  tran- 
quillity of  the  kingdom.    This  band  came  over  expressly  to 
ascertain  tho  fruitfulncss  of  the  soil,  and  the  courage  of  the 
inhabitants,  as  was  afterwards  discovered  by  the  arrival  of 
tliat  multitude,  which  over-ran  almost  the  whole  of  Britain.. 
Landing  then,  unexpectedly,  when  the  kingdom  was  in  a 
state  of  profound  peace,  tliey  seized  u{>on  a  royal  village, 
wliich  was  nearest  them,  and  killed  the  superintendent,  who 
had  advanced  with  succours ;  but  losing  their  booty,  through 
fear  of  the  people,  who  hastened  to  attack  them,  they  retired 
to  their  ships.    After  Bertric,  who  Avas  buried  at  Warham, 
Egbert  ascended  the  throne  of  his  ancestors ;  justly  to  be 
prt^ferred  to  all  the  kings  who  preceded  liim.    Thus  having 
brought  down  our  narrative  to  his  times,  we  must,  as  we 
have  promised,  next  give  our  attention  to  the  Northumbrians. 

CHAP.  m. 

0/  th§  kinff9  qf  the  Norihumbnam.   [a.d.  450.] 

We  have  be  fore  related  briefly,  and  now  necessarily  repeat, 
tliat  Uengist,  having  settled  his  own  government  in  Kent,  * 
had  sent  his  brother  Otha,  and  his  son  Ebusa,  men  of 
activity  and  tried  exf^rience,  to  seize  on  the  northern  parts 
of  Britain.    Sedulous  in  executing  the  command,  ailairi) 
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sttoeeeded  to  thdr  wishes.  For  frequently  coming  into  actioti- 
witli  the  inhabitants)  itnd  dispersing  those  who  attempted 

resi^timee,  they  conciliated  with  uninterrupted  quiet  such  as 
ttubxuitted.  Thus,  though  through  their  own  address  and 
the  good  will  of  their  followersi  they  had  established  a 
certain  degree  of  power,  yet  never  entertaining  an  idea  of 
assuming  the  royal  title,  they  left  an  example  of  similar 
moderation  to  thuir  immediate  podlerlty.  For  during  the 
stpuee  of  ninety-nine  years,  the  Northumbrian  leadors, 
contented  with  subordinate  power,  lived  in  subjection  to  the 
kings  of  Kent.  AfitenvardSi  however,  tliis  forbearance 
ceased  ;  cither  because  the  human  mind  is  ever  prone  to 
de;j:t'iu  racy,  or  bcciiu.se  tliat  race  of  people  ^Yas  luiturully 
ambitious.    In  the  year,  therefore,  of  our  Lord's  incarnation 

0547}  the  sixtieth  after  Ilengist's  death,  the  principality  was 
converted  into  a  kingdom.  The  most  noble  Ida,  in  the  full 
vigour  of  life  and  of  strength,  first  reigned  there.  But 
whether  he  him.sdf  seized  the  chief  authority,  or  received  it 
by  the  consent  of  otlicr.-^,  I  by  no  means  venture  to  determine, 
because  the  trutli  is  unrevealed.  However,  it  is  suiticiently 
evident,  that,  sprung  from  a  great  and  ancient  lineage,  he 

.  reflected  much  splendour  on  his  illustrious  descent,  by  his 
pure  and  unsullied  maniRrd.  Unconquerable  abroad,  at 
home  he  tempered  his  kingly  power  ^vith  peciiliar  airability. 
Of  this  man,  and  of  others,  in  their  respective  places^  I 
could  lineally  trace  the  descent,  were  it  not  that  the  very 
names,  of  uncouth  sound,  would  1>c  less  agreeable  to  my 
readers  than  I  wish.    It  may  hv.  proj)er  though  to  remark, 

♦  tliut  Woden  had  three  sons  ;  Wehleg,  Withleg,  and  Beldeg ; 
from  the  iirst,  tlio  kings  of.  Kent  derived  tlieir  origin  ;  irom 
the  second,  the  kings  of  Mercia ;  and  from  the  third,  the 
kings  of  the  West*Kaxons  and  Northumbrians,  with  the 
exception  of  the  two  I  am  going  to  particularize.  Tliis  Ida, 
then,  the  ninth  from  lieideg,  and  the  tenth  from  Woden,  as 
1  lind  positively  declared,  continued  in  the  government 
fourteen  years. 

Ilis  suece:^sor  Alia,  originating  from  the  same  stock,  but 
descending  from  Woden  by  a  diiferent  branch,  conducted  the 
government,  extended  by  his  exertions  considerably  beyond 
its  former  bounds,  for  thirty  years.  In  his  time,  youths  from 
Northumbria  were  exposed  for  sale,  after  the  common  and 
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almost  native  custom  of  this  people ;  so  that,  even  as  our 
days  have  witnessed,  they  would  make  no  scruple  of  • 
fieparating  the  nearest  ties  of  relationship  through  the 
temptation  of  the  slightest  adyantagew  Some  of  these  youths 
then,  carried  from  England  for  sale  to  Rome^  became  the 
means  of  salvation  to  all  their  countrymen.  For  exciting 
the  attention  of  that  city,  by  the  beauty  of  their  conntenunces 
and  the  elegance  of  their  features,  it  liappened  that,  among 
othersi  the  blessed  Gregorji  at  that  time  archdeacon  of  the 
apostolical  see,  was  present  Admiring  such  an  assemblage 
of  grace  in  mortals,  and,  at  the  same  time,  pitying  tlieir 
abject  condition,  as  captives,  he  asked  the  standers-by,  "  of 
what  race  are  these  ?  Whence  come  they  ?  "  They  reply,  "  by 
birth  they  are  Angles  ;  by  country  are  Deiri  ;  (Deira  being 
a  province  of  Northumbria,)  subjects  of  King  Alia,  and 
Pagans."  Tlieir  concluding  characteristic  he  accompanied 
with  heartfelt  sighs:  to  the  others  lie  elegantly  alluded, 
saying,  "that  these  Angles,  aw^eZ-like,  should  be  delivered 
from  (dej  ira^  and  taught  to  sing  Alle-luia"  Obtaining 
permission  without  delay  from  pope  Benedict,  the  industry 
of  this  excellent  man  was  all  alive  to  enter  on  the  journey  to 
convert  them  ;  and  certainly  his  zeal  would  have  completed 
this  intended  labour,  had  not  the  mutinous  love  of  liis 
fellow  citizens  recalled  him,  already  on  his  progre^^s.  He 
.  was  a  ynan  as  celebrated  for  his  virtues^  as  beloved  by  liis 
countrymen ;  for  by  his  matchless  worth,  he  had  even 
exceeded  the  expectiitions  they  had  formed  of  him  froiii  liis 
youth.  His  good  intention,  though  frustrated  at  this  time,  . 
received  afterwards,  during  Ins  pontificate,  an  honourable 
termination,  as  the  reader  will  find  in  its  proper  place.  Z 
have  made  tliis  insertion  with  pleasure,  that  my  readers 
miglit  not  lose  this  notice  of  Alia,  iiientioa  of  whom  is 
slightly  made  in  the  life  of  Po])e  Gregory,  who,  altliough  he 
was  the  primary  cause  of  introducing  Christianity  among 
the  Angles,  yet,  either  by  tlie  counsel  of  God,  oi:  some 
mischance,  was  never  himself  permitted  to  know  it.  The 
calling,  indeed,  descended  to  his  son. 

On  the  death  of  Alia,  Etlielrie,  the  s()n  of  Ida,  advanced 
to  extreme  old  age,  after  a  life  consumed  in  penury,  obtained 
the  kingdom,  and  after  five  years,  was  taken  oiF  by  a  sudden 
death.   He  was  a  pitiable  prince,  whom  fame  would  have 
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hidden  in  obscurity,  had  not  the  conspicuous  energy  of  tlie 
80Q  lifted  up  the  father  to  notice. 

When,  therefore,  by  ^  long  old  age,  he  had  satisfied  the 
desire  of  life,  Ethdfridy  the  elder  o£  his  sotis,  ascended  the 
throne,  and  'compensated  the  greenness  of  his  years  by  the 
maturity  of  his  conduct.  IJis  transactions  liavc  been  so  dis- 
played by  graceful  composition,  that  they  M'ant  no  assistance 
of  mine,  except  as  order  is  concerned.  Bede  has  eagerly 
dwelt  on  the  praises  of  this  man  and  his  successors ;  and  has 
dilated  on  the  Northumbrians  at  p^reater  lengtli,  because  they  ' 
were  his  near  neighbours  :  our  history,  therefore,  will  select 
and  compile  from  his  relation.  In  order,  however,  that  no 
one  may  blame  me  for  contracting  so  ditfuse  a  narrative,  I 
must  tell  him  that  I  have  done  it  purposely,  that  they  who 
have  been  satiated  with  such  high-seasoned  delicacies,  may 
respire  a  little  on  these  humble  remnants  :  for  it  is  a  saying 
trite  by  use  and  venerabh^  for  its  age,  "that  the  meats wliich 
cloy  the  least  are  eaten  with  keenest  appetite."  Ethelfrid 
then,  as  I  was  relating,  Imving  obtained  the  kingdom,  began 
at  first  vigorously  to  defend  his  own  territories,  afterwards 
ea!G:erly  to  invade  his  neiglibours,  and  to  seek  occasion  for 
signalizing  himself  on  all  sides.  Many  wars  were  begun  by 
him  with  foresight,  and  terminated  with  success  ;  as  he  was 
neither  restrained  from  duty  by  indolence,  nor  precipitated 
into  rashness  by  courage.  An  evidence  of  these  things  is 
Degstan,*  a  noted  jjlace  in  those  parts,  whore  Edan,  king  of 
the  Scots,  envying  EtheU'rid's  successes,  had  constrained 
hiin,  though  averse,  to  give  buttle ;  but,  being  overcome,  he 
took  to  flight,  though  the  triumph  was  not  obtained  without 
considerable  hazard  to  the  victor.  For  Tedbald,  the  brother  • 
of  Ethelfrid,  o[)[K)sing'hi!nself  to  th(^  most  imminent  dangers 
that  he  might  clisplay  iiis  zeal  in  his  brother's  cause,  left  a 
mournful  victory  indeed,  being  cut  olF  with  his  whole  party. 
Another  proof  of  his  success  is  afforded  by  the  city  of  Car* 
legion,  now  commonly  called  Chester,  which,  till  that  iHiriod 
possesstul  by  the  Jh  ltons,  lostered  tlie  pride  of  a  peoi)le  hos- 
tile to  tiie  king.  When  he,  bent  his  exertions  to  subdue  this 
city,  the  townsmen  preferring  any  extremity  to  a  siege,  and 
at  the  same  confiding  in  their  numbers,  ruslied  out  in  multi- 
tudes to  battle.    But  deceived  by  a  stratagem,  they  were 

*  Supjiutfcd  Dalstou  near  CarUB!e|  or  Dawnton  near  IcUborough 


^  Kj  .  d  by  Googtt* 


44  WILUAH  OW  MAUCSSBUBT.  *        i.  o. 

■ 

overcome  and  put  to  flight ;  hb  fury  being  first  vented  on 
theinpak%  who  came  out  in  numbers  to  prajr  for  the  safe^ 
of  the  army.    That  their  number  Auraa  incredible  to  these . 

times  is  apparent  from  so  many  half-destroyed  walls  of 
cliurclies  in  the  neighbouring  monastery,  so  many  winding  . 
•  porticoes,  s.uch  masses  of  ruias  us  can  scarcely  be  seen  else- 
where. The  phice  is  called  Bangor ;  at  that  day  a  noted 
monastery,  but  now  changed  into  a  cathedral.*  Ethelfrid, 
thus,  while  circumstances  proceeded  to  his  wishes  abroad, 
being  desirous  of  warding  off  domestic  apprehensions  and 
inte&tine  danger,  banished  Edwin,  the  son  of  Allu^  a  youth 
of  no  mean  worth,  from  his  kingdom  and  country.  Ile^ 
wandering  for  a  long  time  without  any  settled  habitation, 
found  many  of  his  former  friends  more  inclined  to  his  enemy 
than  to  the  observance  of  their  engagements ;  for  us  it  is 
said, 

^  If  joy  be  thine,  His  then  thy  friends  abound  : 
Misfortune  eomes,  and  thou  alone  art  found;***!* 

At  last  he  came  to  liedwald,  king  of  the  East  Anglos,  and 
bewailing  his  misfortunes,  was  received  into  his  protection. 
Shortly  after  there  came  messengers  from  Kthelfrid,  either 
demanding  the  surrender  of  the  fugitive,  or  denouncing  hos- 
tiUties.  Determined  by  the  advice  of  Ids  wife  not  to  viohite, 
through  intimidation,  the  laws  of  friendship,  Kedwald  col- 
lected a  body  of  troops,  rushed  against  Ethelfrid,  and  at«* 
tacked  him  suddenly,  whilst  suspecting  nothing  luhsr  than  an 
assault  The  only  remedy  that  courage,  thus  taken  by  sur* 
prise,  could  suggest,  there  being  no  time  to  escape,  he  avaih?d 
himself  of.  Wherefore,  tlioui^h  ahnost  totally  unpnijiared, 
though  beset  with  fearful  danger  on  every  side,  he  fell  not 
.  till  he  had  avenged  iiis  own  death  by  the  destruction  of 
Regnhere,  the  son  of  Redwald«  Such  an  end  had  Ethelfrid, 
after  a  reign  of  twenty-four  years  :  a  man  second  to  none  in 
martial  experience,  but  entirely  ignorant  of  the  holy  faith. 
He  had  two  sons  by  Aeca,  the  daughter  of  Alia,  .sister  of 
Edwin,  Oswald  aged  twelve,  and  Oswy  four  years ;  who^ 
upon  the  death  of  their  father,  fled  through  the  management 
of  their  governors,  and  escaped  into  Scotland. 

*  Malmcsbury  here  confounds  tho  ancient  monastery  of  Banchor^  near 
Chester,  with  the  more  modem  see  of  Bangor  in  Carnarvonaliire. 
t  Ovid«  Tri«t.  1. 9,  V.  A 
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In  this  manner,  all  his  riyals  being  slain  or  banished, 
Edwins  trained  by  many  adyeraities^  ascended,  not  meanly 
qualified,  the  Bumnut  of  power.    When  the  hau^s^htiness  of 

the  Northumbriana  had  bent  to  his  d6miniony  his  felicity  was 
crowned  by  the  timely  death  of  Redwald,  whose  subjects, 
during  Kdwin's  exile  among  them,  having  formerly  experi* 
enced  his  ready  courage  and  ardent  disposition,  now  willingly 
swore  obedience  to  him.   Granting  to  the  son  of  Redwald 
tlie  crii}»ty  title  of  king,  himself  managed  all  things  us  he 
tlioiijj^bt  lit.    At  this  juncture,  the  liopes  and  the  resources 
of  the. Angles  centred  totally  iu  him;  nor  was  there  a  single 
province  of  Britain  which  did  not  regard  his  will,  and  prepare 
to  o1k7  it,  except  Kent :  for  he  had  left  the  Kentish  people 
free  from  his  incursions,  because  he  liad  long  meditated 
a  marriaizc  witli  Ethelburga,  sister  of  their  king.     ^\  hen 
she  was  granted  to  him,  after  a  courtsliip  long  protracted,  to  • 
the  intent  that  he  should  not  despise  that  woman  when  pos* 
sesscd  whom  he  so  ardently  desired  when  withheld,  these 
two  kingdoms  became  so  united  by  the  ties  of  kindred,  lliat, 
tlicre  was  no  rivalry  in  their  powers,  no  diflerence  in  their 
manners.    Aloreover,  on  this  occasion,  the  faitii  of  Clirist 
our  Lord,  infused  into  those  ])arts  by  the  preaching  of  Pau- 
linus,  reached  first  the  king  himself,  whom  the  queen,  annong 
other  jHool^s  of  conjugal  allection,  was  perpetually  instruc- 
ting; nor  \vas  the  admonition  of  bishop  l^aulinus  wanting  in 
its  place.    For  a  long  time,  he  was  wii^vering  and  doubtful; 
but  once  received,  he  imbibed  it  altogether.  Then  he  invited 
neiglibouring  kings  to  the  faith;  then  he  erected  churches, 
•  and  nt^gleeted  nothing  for  its  propaization,    lu  the  mean- 
Avliile,  the  merciful  grace  of  CJod  smiled  on  the  devotion  of 
the  king;  insomuch,  that  not  only  the  nations  of  Britain, 
that  is  to  say,  the  AngleSf  Scots,  and  Picts,  but  even  the 
Orkney  and  Alevanian  isles,  which  we  now  call  Anglesey, 
that  is,  islands  of  tlic  Angles,  both  feared  his  aims,  and 
venerated  his  power.    At  that  time,  there  was  no  public 
robber;  no  domestic  thief;  the  tempter  of  conjugal  fidelity 
was  far  distant ;  the  plunderer  of  another  man's  inheritance 
was  in  exile :  a  state  of  things  redounding  to  his  praise,  and 
worthy  of  celebration  in  our  times.    In  short,  such  was  the 
increase  of  his  power,  that  justice  and  peace  willingly  met 
aiid  kissed  each  other,  imparting  mutual  acts  of  kindness* 
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And  now  indeed  would  the  government  of  the  Angles  have 
held  a  prosperous  course,  had  not  an  untimely  deaths  the 
stepmother  of  all  eartUjr  felieitj,  by  a  lamentable  turn  of 

fortune,  snatched  this  man  from  his  country.  For  in  the  . 
forty-eighth  year  of  his  age,  and  the  seventeenth  of  his 
.reign,  being  kiUed,  together  with  his  son,  by  the  princes 
whom  he  had  formerly  subjugatedi  Cadwalla  of  thp  Britons 
and  Venda  of  the  Mercians,  rising  up  aguinst  liim,  he  became 
a  melancholy  example  of  human  yicissitude.  lie  was  inferior 
to  none  in  prudence:  for  he  would  not  embrace  even  the 
Christian  faith  till  he  had  examined  it  most  carefully;  but 
when  once  adopted,  he  esteemed  nothing  worthy  to  be  com- 
pared to  it. 

Edwin  thus  slain,  the  sons  of  Ethelfrid,  who  were  also 

the  nephews  of  Edwin,  Oswald,  and  Oswy,  now  grown  up, 
uad  in  the  budding  prime  of  youth,  re-soufrht  their  country, 
togetlicr  with  Eanfrid,  their  elder  brother,  whom  I  forgot 
before  to  mention.  The  kingdom,  therefore,  was  now  divided 
into  twoi  Indeed,  Northumbria,  long  since  separated  into 
two  provinces,  had  elected  Alia,  king  of  the  Deirans,  and 
Ida,  of  the  Bernicians.  Wherefore  Osric,  the  cousin  of  Ed- 
win, succeeding  to  Ueira,  and  Eanfrid,  tlie  son  of  Ethelfrid, 
to  Bernicia,  they  exulted  in  the  recovery  of  therr4«*reditaqr 
right  They  had  both  been  baptized  in  Scotland,  tiiough 
they  were  scarcely  settled  in  their  authority,  ere  they  re- 
nounced tlieir  faith  :  but  sliortly  after  they  sulfered  tlie  just 
penalty  of  -  their  apostacy  through  the  hostility  of  CadvvuUa. 
The  space  OA  a  year,  pas.^ed  in  these  transactions,,  improved 
Oswald,  a  young  man  of  great  hope,  in  the  science  of  govern* 
meat.  Armed  rather  by  his  faith,  for  he  had  been  admitted 
to  baptism  Avhile  in  exile  with  many  lujbles  iimong  the  Scots, 
than  by  his  military  propiirutions,  on  the  iirst  onset  he  drove 
Cadwalla,*  a  man  ehited  with  the  recollection  of  his  former  . 
deeds,  and,  as  lie  used  himself  to  say,  born  for  the  cxter* ' 
nuDatton  o£  the  Angles,**  from  his  camp,  and  afterwards  de- 
stroyed  him  with  all  his  forces.  For  when  he  had  collected 
the  Uttle  army  which  he  was  able  to  muster,  he  excited  thcm^ 
to  the  conflict,  in  which,  laying  aside  all  thought  of  flig!it, 
they  must  determine  either  to  conquer  or  die,  by  suggesting, 

Cadwalla,  king  of  the  Britons,  having  blain  Euafrid  and  Osric,  ▲•P* 
634,  bud  uaurpcd  the  guverament  of  Northumbria. 
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HhBt  it  must  be  a  eikvmnstaiioe  highly  disgraceful  for  the 

Anji^U  s  to  meet  the  Britons  oa  such  unequal  terras,  as  to 
light  a^iiinst  those  persons  for  safety,  whom  they  had  been 
used  voluntarily  to  attack  for  glory  only ;  that  therefore  they 
sliould  maintain .  their  liberty  Mrith  dauntless  courage^  and 
the  most  strenuous  exertions;  but,  that  of  the  impulse  to 
iVi^hi  no  feeling  whatever  nhoukl  be  indulged/'  In  cohse- 
quuuee  tliey  met  with  such  lury  oa  botli  sides,  that,  it  may 
be  truly  said,  no  day  was  ev(  r  more  disastrous  for  the  Bri- 
tons, or  more  joyful  for  the  Angles:  so  completely  was  one 
party  routed  with  all  its  forces,  as  never  to  have  hope  of 
recovering  again;  so  exceedingly  powerful  did  the  other 
become,  through  the  effects  of  faith  and  the  accompanying 
courage  of  the  king.  From  this  time,  the  worship  of  idob 
fell  prostrate  in  the  dust ;  and  he  governed  the  kingdom, 
extended  beyond  Edwin's  boundaries,  for  eight  years,  peace** 
ably  and  without  the  loss  of  any  of  his  people.  Bede,  in  his 
History,  sets  fui  th  the  praises  of  this  king  in  a  high  style  of 
panegyric,  of  which  I  shall  extract  such  portions  as  may  be 
necessary,  by  way  of  conclusion.  With  wiiat  fervent  faith 
his  breast  was  inspired,  may  easily  be  learned  from  this  eir* 
cumstancc.  If  at  any  time  Aidan  the  priest  addressed  his 
auditors  on  the  subject  of  their  duty,  in  the  Scottish  tongue, 
and  no  interpreter  was  present,  the  king  himself  would  di- 
rectly, tliougli  habited  in  tiie  royal  robe,  glittering  witli  gold, 
or  glowing  with  Tyrian  purple,  graciously  assume  that  oi&ce, 
and  explain  the  foreign  idiom  in  his  native  language.  It  is 
Well  known  too,  that  frequently  at  entertainments,  wlien  the 
guests  had  whetted  their  appetites  and  bent  their  inclinations 
on  the  feast,  lie  would  forego  his  own  gratification  ;*  procur- 
ing) hy  his  abstinence^  comfort  for  the- poor.  So  that  I  think 
the  truth  of  that  heavenly  sentence  was  fulfilled  even  on 
earth,  where  the  celestial  oraele  hath  said,  "He  that  dis- 
persed abroad,  he  hath  <;iveii  to  t!ie  poor,  his  righteousness 
remaineth  for  ever/*  And  moreover,  what  the  hearer  must 
wonder  at,  and  cannot  deny,  that  identical  royal  right  hand, 

*  When  ho  was  flUEMitcd  at  table  and  juit  about  to  commcnco  iliiiticr,  the 
royal  almoner  informed  tfie  kUv^  that  a  great  number  of  poor  were  siflsem- 
blixl  in  t!)c  street,  asking  relief;  on  whiefi  he  immeiiiately  ortlered  the  whole 
of  the  ]m>visions  to  be  distributed^  and  tlic  Hilvcr  dish  alao .  to  be  cut  into 
pioces,  smd  divided  amongst  them.  See  Dede,  b,  iii.  c.  0» 
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the  fUBpcnsor  of  so  mmy  e^Lms^  reominB  to  this  daj  p^^rfect, 
with  the  arm,  the  skin  and  nerves,  though  the  remainder  of 
the  body,  with  the  exception  of  the  bones,  mouldering  into 
(lost,  has  not  escaped  the  common  lot  of  mortality.  *  It  h  j 
trae  the  corporeal  remains  of  some  of  the  saints  are  uncon*  i 
scions  altogether  of  decay.  Wherefore  let  others  determine  j 
by  what  standard  they  will  fix  their  judgment ;  T  pronounce  ! 
this  still  more  gracious  and  divine  on  aecoiiiit  of  its  singular 
manifestation ;  because  things  ever  so  precious  uegencrnte  by 
frequency,  and  whatever  is  more  unusual,  is  celebrated  more 
generally.  I  should  indeed  be  thought  prolix  were  I  to  re- 
late liow  diligent  he  was  to  address  his  prayers  on  high,  and 
to  fill  the  liciivcns  with  vows.  This  virtue  of  Oswald  Is  t<K) 
Well  known  to  require  the  support  of  our  narrative.  For  at 
what  time  would  that  man  neglect  his  .sup|>lications,  who,  in 
the  insurrection  excited  by  Penda  king  of  the  Mercians,  his 
guards  being  put  to  flight  and  hunself  actually  carrying  a 
forest  of  darts  in  Ids  breast,  could  not  be  prevented  by  the 
pain  of  his  wounds  or  the  approach  of  death,  from  praying 
for  the  souls  of  his  faithful  companions  ?  In  such  manner 
this  personage,  of  surpassing  celebrity  in  this  worlil,  and 
highly  in  favour  with  God,  ending  a  valuable .  life,  trans- 
mitted his  memory  to  posterity  by  a  frequency  of  miracles ; 
and  indeed  most  deservedly.  For  it  is  not  coiniiioa,  but 
even  more  rare  than  a  white  crow,  for  men  to  abound  in 
riches,  and  nut  give  indulgence  to  their  vices.* 

When  he  was  slain,  his  arms  with  the  hands  and  his  head 
were  cut  oif  by  the  insatiable  rage  of  his  conqueror,  and 
fixed  on  a  stake.  The  dead  trunk  indeed,  us  I  have  men- 
tioned, being  laid  to  rest  in  the  calm  bosom  of  the  eartli, 
turned  to  its  native  dust ;  but  the  arjus  and  hands,  through 
the  power  of  God,  remain,  according  to  th(;  testimony  of  an 
author  of  veracity,  without  corruption.  These  being  placed 
by  his  brother  Oswy  in  a  shrine,  at  the  eity  of  Bebbanburg,t 
so  the  Angles  call  it,  and  showji  for  a  miracle,  bear  tcstiniiniy 
to  tlic  fact.  Wlutther  they  remain  at  that  place  at  the  pre- 
sent day,  I  venture  not  raslily  to  ailirm,  because  I  waver  in 
my  opinion.  If  other  historians  have  prccipi lately  recorded 
any  matter,  let  them  be  accountable :  I  hold  common  report 

•  Juv.  Sat,  vii.  202. 

t  Dambrough  in  Northumbedanil.   Bcde  iii.  {k 
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at  a  cheapo  rate,  and  affirm  notlung  but  what  is  deserying 

of  entire  credit.  The  head  was  then  buried  by  his  before- 
mentioned  brother  at  Lindialarne  ;  but  it  is  said  now  to  be 
preserved  at  Durliain  in  the  arms  pf  the  blessed  Cuthbert.* 
When  Ostritha,  the  wife  of  ICthelred^  king  of  the  Mercians, 
daughter  of  king  Osvry,  through  regard  to  her  und^  was 
anxious  to  take  the  bones  of  the  trunk  to  her  monastery  of 
Bardiu  y,  liicli  is  in  tlie  eountry  of  the  Mercians  not  fur 
from  the  city  of  Lincoln,  the  monks  refused  .her  request  at 
first;  denying  repose  even  to  the  bones  of  that  man  when 
dead  %vhom  they  Imd  hated  whilst  livingi  because' he  had  ob* 
tained  their  country  by  right  of  arms.  But  at  midnight 
hviiv^  taught,  by  a  mhaculous  Uglit  from  lu'iiven  sliining  on 
the  relics,  to  abate  their  haughty  pride,  they  became  con- 
verts to  reason,  and  even  entreated  as  a  favour,  what  before 
they  had  rejected.  Virtues  from  on  high  became  resident 
in  this  place :  every  sick  person  who  implored  tliis  most 
exci'Hent  nmrtyr's  assistance,  imhiediately  received  it.  The 
^vithcring  turf  grew  greener  from  his  blood,  and  recovered  a 
horse  ;|  and  some  of  it  being  hung  up  against  a  post,  the 
devouring  flames  fled  from  it  in  their  turn.  Some  dust, 
moistened  from  his  relics;  was  equally  ellicacious  in  restoring 
a  lunatic  to  his  ju'oper  senses.  The  washings  of  the  stake 
which  liad  imbibed  the  blood  fn-^h  .stn  iiming  fiom  his  head, 
restored  health  to  one  despairing  of  recovery.  For  a  long 
time  this  monastery,  possessing  so  great  ti  treasure,  flourished 
in  the  sanctity  of  its  members  and  the  abundance  of  its 
friends,  more  esi)eeially  after  king  Etheh*ed  received  the 
tonsure  there,  where  uUo  liis  tomb  is  seen  even  to  the  pre- 
sent day.  After  nmuy  years  indeed,  when  the  barbarians 
infested  these  parts,  the  bones  of  the  most  holy  Oswald  were 
removed  to  Gloucester.  This  phice^  at  that  ^leriod  inhabited 
by  monks,  but  at  the  present  time  by  canons,  contains  but 
few  iuuiales.  Oswald,  therefore,  was  the  man  who  yielded 
the  first  fruits  of  holiness  to  his  nation  ;  since  no  Angle  be-* 

*  St.  Ciithhert  is  rcprvaentcd  as  holding  the  hcacl  of  Oswald  ta  liis  amis. 
Bcde's  bones  were  afterwiirds  Jaid  in  the  siunc  coilin* '  | 

f  The  honk)  liiy  iIuh'ii  utidvr  liiti  ritler  iii  great  aguiiy ;  but  rccuverud  by 
rulling  oil  tbc  spot  ami  croppii  g  the  gRUia.  A  person  carrieil  away  some  of 
tbo  earth,  which  be  hwu^  up  nguiniit  a  ]>ost  in  tbe  wall :  tbe  bouse  caught 
fire  and  was  burnt  witb  tbe -exception  of  tbe  timber  to  whieli  tbe  bag  was 
tied.   See  Bede,  b.  iii.  c.  and  for  the  other  stories,  c.  13«  ' 
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fim  to  my  knowledge  was  celebrated  for  miracles.  For 
after  a  life  spent  in  sanctity,  in  liberally  giving  alms,  in  fre- 
quent watchings  and  prayer,  and  lastly,  through  zeal  for  the 
church  of  God,  in  waging  war  with  an  heathen,  he  poured 
out  his  spirit,  according  to  Ids  wishes,  before  he  could  behold, 
what  was  4iis  greatest  object  of  uppreheihsioii,  the  decline  of 
Christianity.  Nor  indeed  shall  he  be  denied  the  praise  of 
tie  martyrs,  who,  first  uspiriug  after  a  holy  life,  and  next 
opposing  Ida  body  to  a  glorious  death,  certainly  trod  in  tlieir 
steps  s  in  u  manner  he  deserves  liigher  eomiiicudatioii,  .since 
they  barely  consecrated  themselves  to  God  ;  but  Oswald  not 
only  himself  but  all  the  Northumbrians  with  him. 

On  his  removal  from  this  world,  Oswy  his  brother 
assumed  the  dominion  over  the  Berideians,  us  did  Oswin, 
the  son  of  Osric,  whom  I  have  before  mentioned,  over  . 
the  Deirans.  After  meeting  tem|>eratcly  at  first  on  the 
subject  of  the  division  of  the  provinces,  under  a  doubtful 
truce,  they  each  retired  peaceably  to  their  territories ;  but 
not  long  after,  by  means  of  persons  who  delighted  in  sowing 
the  seeds  of  discord,  the  peace,  of  Nvhich  they  had  so  oftcfi 
made  a  mockery  by  ambiguous  treaties,  was  finally  broken, 
and  vanished  into  air.  Horrid  crime  !  that  there  should  be 
men  who  could  envy  these  kings  their  friendly  intimacy,  nor 
abstain  from  using  their  utmost  efforts  to  precipitate  tliem 
into  battle.  Here  then  fortune,  who  had  before  so  freciuently 
caressed  Oswin  witli  her  blandishments,  now  wounded  idni 
with  her  scorpion*sting.  For  thinking  it  prudent  to  abstain 
from  fighting,  on  account  of  the  smallness  of  his  force,  he 
had  secretly  withdrawn  to  a  country-seat,  where  he  was 
immediately  betrayed  by  his  own  people,  and  killtul  by  Oswy. 
He  was  a  man  admirably  calculated  to  gain  the  favour  of  his 
subjects  by  his  pecuniary  liberality  ;  and,  as  they  relate, 
demonstrated  his  care  for  his  soul  by  his  fervent  devotion. 
Oswy,  thus  sovereign  of  the  entire  kingdom,  did  every  tiling 
to  wipe  out  this  foul  stain,  and  to  increase  his  dignity,  ex- 
tenuating the  enormity  of  tliat  atrocious  deed  by  the  recti- 
tude of  his  future  conduct.  Indeed  the  iii*st  and  lughest 
point  of  his  glory  is,  that  he  nobly  avenged  his  brother  and 
his  uncle,  and  gave  to  perdition  Penda  king  of  the  Mercians, 
that  destroyer  of  his  neighbours,  iuid  funienter  of  hustility. 
From  this  period  he  cither  governed  the  ilerciaiis,  as  well  as 
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almotit  all  the  Angles,  himself,  or  was  supreme  over  those 
who  did.  Turning  from  this  time  altogether  to  offices  of 
piety,  that  he.  might  be  truly  gruteful  for  the  favours  of  6qd 
perpetuoUy  flowing  down  upon  himi  he  proceeded  to  raise  up 
and  animate,  with  all  liis  power,  tlic  infancy  of  the  ChnHtian 
iaitli,  which  of  late  wiw  fainting  through  his  brother^s  death. 
Tills  fitith,  brought  shortly  after  to  maturity  by  the  learning 
of  the  Scots,  but  Wavering  in  many  eccie.si;iHtieal  observances, 
was  now  settled  on  canonical  foundations:*  fmst  by  Agilbert 
and  Wilfrid,  and  next  by  archbishop  Theodore :  for  whose 
arrival  in  Britain,  although  Egbert,  king  of  Kent,  as  far  as 
his  province  is  concerned,  takes  much  from  his  glory,  the 
cliief  thanks  are  due  to  Oswy.f  Moreover  he  built  numer- , 
ous  liabitations  for  the  servants  of  God,  and  so  left  not  his 
country  destitute  of  this  advantage  also*  The  principal  of 
tliese  monasteries,  at  that  time  for  females,  but  now  for 
males,  was  situate  about  thirty  miles  north  of  York,  and  was 
anciently  called  Streaneshaleh,  but  latterly  Wliitby.  Begun 
by  Hilda,  a  woman  of  singular  piety,  it  was  augmented  with 
large  revenues  by  Elfled,  daughter  of  this  king,  who  sue* 
ceeded  her  in  the  government  of  it ;  in  which  place  also  she 
buried  her  futlicr  with  all  due  solenmity,  after  lie  liad  reigned 
twenty-eight  years.  This  monastery,  like  all  others  of  the 
same  order,  was  de^itroyed  in  the  times  of  the  Danisli  inva- 
sion, which  will  be  related  hereafter,  and  bereaved  of  the 
bodies  of  many  saints.  For  the  bones  of  St.  Aidan  the 
bishop,  of  Ceolfrid  the  abbat,  and  of  that  truly  holy  virgin 
Hilda,  together  with  those  of  many  others,  were,  as  I  have 
related  in  the  book  which  I  lately  published  on  the  Antiquity 
of  the  Church  of  Glastonbury,  at  that  time  removed  to  Glas« 
tonbury  ;  and  those  of  other  saints  to  ditfcrent  places.  Novr 
the  monastery,  under  another  name,  and  somewhat  restored 
as  circumstances  permitted,  hardly  pre^euts  a  vestige  of  its 
former  opulence. 

To  Oswy,  who  had  two  s(jns,  the  elder  who  was  illegiti- 
mate being  rejected,  succeeded  the  younger,  Egfrid,  legiti- 
*matcly  born,  more  valued  on  account  of  the  good  qualities  of 
his  mo:5t  pious  wife  Etheldrida,  than  for  his  own  ;  yet  he 

*  The  piincipal  points  in  dispute  were,  the  time  of  celebrating  Eaat^r 
and  till'  form  of  the  tonsure.    See  Bedc,  KccU  Hittt.  ill.  25. 
t  bee  liedu,  iiU.  Kcch  iii.  29. 
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\Ta3  certdnly  to  be  commended  for  two  things  which  I  have 
read  in  the  history  of  the  AngleSi  his  allowing  his  wife  to 
dedicate  herself  to  God,  and  his  promoting  the  blessed  Cuth* 

bcrt  to  a  bishopric,  whose  tears  at  the  same  time  burst  out 
with  pious  assent.*  But  ray  mind  shudders  at  the  bare  re- 
collection of  his  outnigc  against  the  holy  Wilfrid,  when, 
loathing  his  virtues,  he  deprived  the  country  of  this  shining 
dmractOT,  Overbearing  towards  the  auppliant,  a  malady 
incident  to  tyrants,  he  ovenvhelmed  the  Irisli,  a  race  of  men 
harmless  in  genuine  simplicity  and  guiltless  of  every  crime, 
with  incredible  slaughter.  On  the  other  hand,  inactive 
towanls  the  rebellious,  and  not  following  up  the  triumplis  of 
his  father^  he  lost  the  dcmiinion  of  the  Mercians,  and  more- 
over, defeated  in  battle  by  Ethelred  the  son  of  Pendo,  their  , 
kinj,  he  lost  his  brother  ulso.  Perhaps  these  last  circum- 
stances may  be  truly  attributed  to  the  uiLsteailiness  of 
youth,  but  his  conduct  tow;vrds  Wilfrid,  to  the  instigation  of 
his  wife^t  ^nd  of  the  bish«>ps ;  more  especially  as  Bcde,  a 
man  who  knew  not  how  to  latter,  calls  him,  in  his  book  of 
the  Lives  of  his  Abbats,  the  most  pious  man,  the  most  be-- 
luvcil  by  God.  At  length,  in  the  fifteenth  year  of  liis  reign, 
as  he  was  leading  an  expedition  against  the  Picts,  and 
eagerly  pursuing  them  as  they  purposely  retired  to  some 
secluded  mountains,  ho  perished  with  almost  all  his  forces  ; 
the  few  who  escaped  by  flight  carried  home  news  of  the 
event ;  and  yet  the  divine  Cuthbert,  from  his  knowledge  of 
future  eventSy  had  both  attempted  .to  keep  him  back,  when 
departing,  and  at  the  very  moment  of  his  death,  enlightened 
hy  heavenly  influence^  declared,  though  at  a  dJstauce,  that 
he  was  slain. 

While  a  more  than  common  report  every  where  noised  the 
death  of  Kgfrid,  an  intimation  of  it,  "borne  on  Ihe  wings  of 
hastey**  reached  the  ears  of  his  brother  Alfrid.    Though  the  * 
elder  brother,  he  had  been  deemed,  by  the  nobility,  unwor- 

*  llede's  Life  of  St.  Cuthbert,  c.  24. 

t  Krmcnburga,  the  second  .wife  of  Egfrid.  The  first,  Kthelilrido,  waa 
divorced  from  him,  on  account  of  her  love  of  ceUbacy,  and  l)ecame  h  nun. 
Wilfrid,  bishop  of  Hexham,  wan  several  liiiicti  ex ])cllctl  his  Kce.  Elected 
hl^hup  of  York,  A.n.  Cb*4,  he  whs  Expelled  in  (hH  lie  wau  recalled  lo 
N  rihuuibria  in  (ili7,  and  again  rxpellcd  CA)'}.  lie  ditd  a.  !>•  7Ui)^  huving 
U«u  rcliuUited  by  iho  po|>e«   «Sue  Bede  y«  VX  and  i»ax«  Cliroiu 
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thy  of  the  gbvenimeat|  from  his  iUegitioiacy,  aa  I  bave  ob* 
8erved,  and  had>etired  to  Irelandi  either  through  compulsion 

or  indignation.  In  this  place,  bale  froiu  the  pei\sceutioa  of 
Ilia  brother,  he  had,  from  his  ample  leisure,  become  deeply 
versed  iu  literature,  and  had  enriched  his  mind  with  every 
kiud  of  learning.  On  which  account  the  very  persons  who 
had  formerly  banished  him,  esteeming  liim  the  better  quali- 
iicd  to  manage  the  reins  of  government,  now  sent  for  him  of 
their  own  accord.  Fate  rendered  ellkiicioua  their  cntresties;  - 
neither  did  he  disappoint  their  expectations.  For  during 
the  spaee  of  nineteen  years,  he  presided  over  the  kingdom  in 
the  utmost  tranquillity  and  joy ;  doing  nothing  tliat  even 
greedy  calumny  itself  could  ju.stly  carp  at,  except  the  perse- 
cution of  that  great  man  Wilirid,  However  he  held  nut  the  • 
^ume  extent  of  territory  as  his  father  and  blx)tlier,  because 
the  Picts,  proudly  prolitiug  by  their  recent  victory,  and 
attaeking  the  Angles,  wlio  were  become  indolent  through  a 
lengthened  peace,  had  curtailed  his  boundaries  on  the  north. 

lie  had  for  sucoi  ssor  his  son,  Osred,  a  boy  of  eight  years 
old;  who  disgracing  the  throne  for  eleven  years,  and 
spending  an  ignominious  life  in  the  seduction  of  nuns,  was 
ultimately  taken  oiT  by  the  hostility  of  his  relations.  Yet 
he  puurcd  out  to  them  a  di'aught  from  the  same  cup  ;  for 
Kenred  after  reigning  two,  and  Osrie  eleven  years,  left  only 
this  to  be  recorded  of  them  ;  that  they  expiated  by  a  violent 
death,  the  blood  of  their  master,  whom  they  supposed  they 
liad  rightfully  slain.  Osrie  indeed  deserved  a  happier  end, 
for,  as  a  heathen*  says,  he  was  more  dignified  than  other 
shades,  because,  while  yet  living  he  had  adopted  Ceolwulf, 
Kenred's  brother,  as  Ixis  successor.  Then  Ceolwulf  ascended 
the  giddy  height  of  empire,  seventh  iu  descent  from  Ida :  a 
man  competent  in  other  respects,  and  withal  possessed  of  a 
depth  of  literature,  acquired  by  good  abilities  and  indefati- 
gable attention.  Bede  vouches  for  the  truth  of  my  assertion, 
who,  at  the  very  juncture  when  Britain  most  abounded  with  . 
scholars,  offered  lus  History  of  the  Angles,  for  correction,  to  | 
this  prince  more  especially  ;  making  choice  of  Ws  authority, 
to  confirm  by  his  liigii  station  what  had  been  well  written ; 
and  of  his  learning,  to  rectify  by  his  talents  what  might  bo 
carelessly  expressed* 

♦  Yirg.  iEo.vi,816, 
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III  the  fourth  year  of  Ms  reign,  Bede,  the  historian,  after 
kvmg  imtten  many  books  for  the  holy  church,  entered  the 
heavenly  kingdom,  for  which  he  had  so'  long  languished,  in 

the  year  of  our  Lord's  incarnation  734;  of  his  age  the 
fifty-ninth.  A  man  whom  it  is  easier  to  admire  thua  worthily 
to  extol :  who,  though  born  in  a  remote  corner  of  the  world, 
was  aUe  to  dazzle  the  whole  earth  with  the  brilliancy  of  his 
learning.  For  even  Britain,  which  by  some  is  called  another 
world,  since,  surrounded  by  the  ocean,  it  was  not  thoroughly 
known  by  many  geograpliers,  possesses,  in  its  remotest  region,  . 
bordering  on  Scotland,  the  place  of  his  birth  and  education. 
This  region,  formerly  exhaling  the  grateful  odour  of 
monasteries,  or  glittering  with  a  multitude  of  cities  built  by 
the  Romans,  now  dcdolutc  through  the  ancient  devastations 
of  the  Danes,  or  those  more  recent  of  the  Normans,*  presents 
but  little  to  allure  tlie  mind*    Here  is  the  river  Wear,  of 
considerable  breadth  and  rapid  tide ;  which  running  into  the . 
•ea,  receives  the  vessels,  borne  by  gentle  gales,  on  the  calm 
ho6om  of  its  haven.    Both  its  banks  ^  have  been  made 
conspicuous  by  one  Benedict,:):  who  there  built  cliurehcs  and 
monasteries  ;  one  dedicated  to  Peter,  and  the  other  to  Paul, 
anited  in  the  bond  of  brotherly  love  and  of  monastic  rule. 
The  industry  and  forbearance  of  this  man,  any  one  will 
admire  who  reads  the  book  which  Bede  composed  concerning 
his  life  and  those  of  the  succeeding  abbats  :  his  industry,  in 
bringing  over  a  multitude  of  books,  and  being  the  first  person 
who  introduced  in  England  constructors  of  stone  cdilices^  as 
well  as  makers  of  glass  windows ;  in  which  pursuits  he  spent 
almost  his  whole  life  abroad  :  the  love  of  his  country  and 
liis  taste  for  elegance  beguiling  his  painful  labour.-*,  in  the 

•  Tlie  country  was  laid  waste  by  the  Danes,  A.o.  793,  and  continued  to 
be  disturbed  by  them  throughout  the  icigtis  of  Alfred  and  Ethebed.  The 
great  devastation  was  made  by  William  the  Conqueror  a.d.  10C9, 

t  This  is  not  quite  conect:  Janrow,  one  of  Bencdict'a  monastcrica,  is  on 
the  river  fFyne* 

t  Benedict  sumamed  Biseop,  a  noble  Northumbrian,  quitted  the  Bervioe  . 
of  king  Oftwy,  when  he  had  attained  his  twenty-fifth  year,  and  travelled  to  ^ 
Rome  five  several  times ;  occupying  himself  while  therOi  either  in  learning 
the  Koman  ritual,  or  in  collecting  books,  pictures,  and  ornaments  of  various 
descriptions  for  the  monasteries  he  had  founded  at  Wearn)outh  :  )io  also 
brought  over  masons  from  France  to  ftmild  a  church  after  the  Roman 
manner ;  as  well  as  artificers  in  glass*  See  Bede's  Lives  of  the  Abbats  of 
WcBimouth  and  Jarrow. 
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earnest  desire  of  conveying  something  to  his  countrymen  oat  | 
of  tlie  common  way  ;  for  very  rarely  before  the  time  of 
Benedict  were  buildings  of  stone  *  seen  in  Britain,  nor  did 
the  Bolar  ray  cast  its  light  through  the  transparent  glass. 
Again,  Ms  forbearance :  for  when  in  possession  of  the 
monastery  of  St.  Augustine  at  Canterbury,  he  cheerfully 
resigned  it  to  Adrian,  when  he  arrived,  not  as  fearing- the 
severity  of  St,  Theodore  the  archbishop,  but  bowing  to  Ids 
authority.     And  farther,  while  long  absent  abroad,  he 
endured  not  only  \vith  temper,  but,  I  may  say,  with 
magnanimity,  the  sutistitution  of  another  abbat,  without  his 
knowledge,  by  the  monks  of  Wearnioiith ;  and  on  his  return, 
admitted  him  to  equal  honour  with  himself,  in  rank  and  , 
power.    Moreover,  when  stricken  so  severely  with  the  palsy 
that  he  could  move  none  of  his  limbs,  he  appointed  a  third 
abbat,  because  the  other,  of  whom  we  have  spofren,  was  ! 
not  less  atlected  by  the  same  disease.     And  when  the 
disorder,  increasing^  was  just  about  to  seize  his  vitals,  he 
bade  adieu  to  his  companion,  who  was  brought  into  his 
presence,  with  an  inclination  of  the  head  only ;  nor  was  he 
better  able  to  return  the  salutation,  for  he  was  hastening  to 
a  still  nearer  exit,  and  actually  died  before  Benedict. 

Ceolfrid  succeeded^  under  whom  the  affairs  of  the 
monastery  flourished  beyond  measure.     When,  through 
extreme  old  age,  life  ceased  to  be  desirable,  he  purposed 
going  to  Rome,  that  he  might  pour  out,  as  he  hoped,  his  '■ 
aged  soul  an  offering  to  the  apostles  his  masters.  But  fuiling  ; 
of  the  object  of  his  desires,  he  paid  the  debt  of  nature  at  the 
city  of  Langrcs.    The  relics  of  his  bones  were  in  after  time 
conveyed  to  his  monastery  ;  and  at  the  period  of  the  Danish  i 
devastation,  with  those  of  St.  Hilda,  were  taken  to  Glaston-  : 
bury.j    The  merits  of  these  abbats,  sullicicutly  eminent  in  ' 

f      ,  .  hipidci  tubulatus,''  ihln  seems  inteniled  to  designate  buildings  ! 

with  courses  of  stone  in  u  rc^^iilar  manner,  which  is  also  imi)lied  by  him,  : 

De  GcstiH  Pontif.  lib.  iii.  f.  14U.    Bede,  whom  lie  here  follows,  att'ords  no  : 

EKiistance  uii  to  the  precise  meanini^' :  Iil-  nu  rely  bUitcs,  that  Beacilict  cauicd  j 

a  church  to  be  erccteil  alU  r  the  liomaa  inudel.  | 

i  The  monks  of  (Jlastonbury  used  all  possible  nu  ans  to  obtiun  relics  of  ; 

KUntB.  See  the  curious  account  of  u  contention  cunceniin^  the  body  of  ! 
St.  Dunatan,  wliich  those  monks  usscrted  they  had  stolen  from  Canterbur)'» 

after  it  had  been  burnt  by  the  Danes,  in  the  time  of  Ethelrcd,  ia  Whartoot  .: 
.  Anglia  Sacra,  vol.  u,  p.  222. 
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themselves,  their  celebrated  pupil,  Bede,  crowns  with 
superior  splendour.  It  is  written  indeed,  A  wi»e  son  is  the 
glory  of  his  fatlier  :  ^  for  one  of  them  mude  him  a  monk,  tho 
other  educated  him.  And  suice  Bcde  himself  has  given  some 
slight  notices  of  these  facts,  comprising  his  whole  life  in  a 
kind  of  summary,  it  may  be  allowed  to  turn  to  his  words, 
which  the  reader  will  recognize,  lest  any  variation  of  the 
style  should  affect  the  relation.  At  the  end  then  of  the 
Ecclesiastical  History  of  the  English  *  this  man,  as  praise- 
worthy in  other  respects  as  in  this,  that  he  witliheld  nothing 
from  posterity,  though  it  might  be  only  a  trifling  knowledge 
.  of  liimself,  says  thus  : 

"  I,  Bede,  the  servant  of  Christ,  and  priest  of  the  monas- 
tery of  the  holy  apostles  Peter  and  Paul,  which  is  at  Wear- 
mouth,  have,  by  God's  assistance,  arranged  these  materials 
for  the  history  of  Britain.  I  was  bom  within  the  po::;ses- 
sions  of  this  monastery,  and  at  seven  years  of  age,  ^vas  cuia- 
mitted,  by  the  care  of  my  relations,  to  the  most  reverend 
abbat  Benedict,  to  be  educated,  and,  after,  to  Ceolfrid  ;  pass* 
ing  the  remainder  of  my  life  from  that  period  in  residence 
at  the  said  monastery,  I  have  given  up  my  whole  attciitioa 
to  the  study  of  the  Scriptures,  and  amid  the  observance  of 
my  rt'gidar  discipline  and  my  daily  duty  of  singing  in  the 
church,  have  ever  delighted  to  leaiii,  to  teach,  or  to  write« 
In  the  nineteenth  year  of  my  life,  I  took  deacon^  in  the 
thirtieth,  priest*8  orders  ;  Loth,  at  the  instance  of  abLut 
Ceolfrid,  by  the  ministry  of  the  most  nwereud  bishop  John  :f 
from  which  time  of  receiving  the  priesthood  till  tlie  iiity- 
ninth  year  of  my  age,  I  have  been  employed  for  the  benefit 
of  myself  or  of  my  friends,  in  making  these  extracts  from 
the  ^vorks  of  the  venerable  fathers,  or  in  making  additions, 
according  to  the  form  of  their  sense  or  iiiteri)retation.'*  Then 
enmnerating  thirty-six  volumes  whicli  he  published  in 
seventy-eight  books,  he  I'TOceeds,  "  And  I  pray  most  earnestly,* 
0  merciful  Jesus,  that  thou  wouldst  grant  me,  to  whom  thou 
hast  already  given  the  knowledge  of  thyself^  finally  to  come 
to  thee,  the  fountain  of  all  wisdom,  and  to  appear  for  ever 
in  thy  presence.   Moreover  I  humbly  eutreut  all  persons, 

*  Eccles.  Hist.,  book  v.  ch.  24. 

f  John  of  Beverley,  bishop  of  Hexham,  a.d,  086.  He  was  made  bishop 
of  York,      705,  and  died  7th  of  May,  722.  See  Bede,  b.  v.  e.  2—6, 
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whether  readers  or  hearers,  whom  tWs  history  of  our  natioa 
shall  reach,  that  they  be  mindful  to  intercede  with  the  divine 
dcmency  for  my  infiniutiea  both  of  mind  and  of  body,  and 
that,  in  their  several  provinces^  they  make  me  this  grateful 
return  ;  that  I,  who  Uave  diligently  hiboured  to  record,  of 
every  pi'oviiice,  or  of  more  exalted  places,  wliut  appeared 
worthy  of  preservation  or  agreeable  to  the  inhabitants^  may 
receive,  from  all,  the  benefit  of  their  pious  intercessions." 

Here  niy  abilities  fail,  here  my  eloquence  falls  short: 
ignorant  which  to  pniise  most,  the  number  of  his  writings, 
or  the  gravity  of  his  style.  No  doubt  he  had  imbibed  a 
large  portion  of  heavenly  wisdom,  to  be  able' to  compose  so 
many  volumes  within  the  limits  of  so  short  a  life.  Nay, 
they  even  report,  that  he  v%'ent  to  Rome  for  the  purpose 
either  of  personiiUy  asserting  that  liis  writings  were  con- 
sistent with  the  doctrines  of  the  church ;  or  of  correcting 
them  by  apostolical  autliority,  should  they  be  found  repug* 
iiant  thereto.  That  he  went  to  Rome  I  do  not  however 
allirm  for  fact :  but  I  Imvc  no  doubt  iu  declaring  that  he  was 
invited  thither,  as  the  following  epistle  will  certify ;  as  well 
as  that  the  see  of  Rome  so  highly  esteemed  him  as  greatly  to 
desire  Ids  presence, 

Set  f/ius  ike  bishop^  servant  of  the  servants  of  God,  ta 
Ccolfrid  (he  half/  ubbdt  scndcth  (jrevting  : — 

"With  what  words,  and  in  wiiat  manner,  can  we  declnro 
the  kindness  and  unspeakable  providence  of  our  God,  and 
return  (it  thanks  for  his  boundless  lienefits,  who  leads  us, 
when  placed  in  darkncssi,  and  the  shadow  of  death,  to  the 
li«^ht  of  knowledge  ?"  Aud  below,  "Know  ,  that  we  received 
the  favour  of  the  offering  which  your  devout  piety  hatli  sent 
by  the  present  bearer,  with  the  same  joy  and  goodwill  with 
which  it  was  transmitted..  We  assent  to  the  timely  and  be- 
coming prayers  of  your  laudable  anxiety  with  deepest  regard, 
and  eutivat  of  your  pious  goodness,  so  acceptable  to  God, 
that,  since  there  have  occurred  certain  points  of  ecclesiastical 
discipline,  not  to  be  promulgated  without  farther  examina- 
tion, which  have  made  it  necessary  for  us  to  confer  ivith  a 
person  skilled  in  literature,  as  becomes  on  ossistant  of  God's 
holy  universal  niother-ehurcli,  you  would  not  delay  paying 
ready  obedience  to  tliis,  our  admonition  ;  but  would  send 
without  loss  of  time,  to  our  lowly  presence,  at  the  church  of 
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the  chief  apostleSi  my  lords  Peter  and  Paul,  your  friends  and 
protectors,  that  religious  servant  of  God,  Bed^  the  venerable 

priest  of  your  monastery ;  whom,  God  willing,  you  may  Texpect 
to  return  in  safety,  when  the  necessary  discussion  of  the  above- 
mentioned  point:)  shall  be,  by  God's  assistance,  8f>h»mnly 
completed :  for  whatever  may  be  added  to  the  church  at  . 
hvge^  by  his  assistance,  will,  we  trust,  be  profitable  to  the 
things  committed  to  your  immediate  care/' 

So  extensive  was  his  fame  then,  tlnit  even  the  majesty  of 
Rome  itself  solicited  his  assistance  in  .solving  abslriTscrqiK^- 
tions,  nor  did  Gallic  conceit  ever  find  in  this  Angle  any 
thing  justly  to  blame.  All  the  western  world  yielded  the 
palm  to  his  faith  and  authority ;  for  indeed  he  was  of  sound 
faith,  and  of  artless,  yet  pleasing  eloquence  :  in  all  eluclda- 
tiorn  of  the  holy  scriptures,  discussing  those  points  from 
which  the  reader  might  imbibe  the  love  of  God,  and  of  his 
neighbour,  rather  than  those  which  might  charm  by  their 
wit,  or  polish  a  rugged  style.  Moreover  the  irrefragable 
truth  of  that  sentence,  which  the  majesty  of  divine  Avisdom 
proclaimed  to  tiie  world  forbids  any  one  to  doubt  the  sanctity 
of  his  life,  "  Wisdom  will  not  enter  the  malevolent  soul,  nor 
dwell  in  the  person  Of  the  sinful  which  indeed  is  said  not 
of  earthly  wisdom,  which  is  infused  promiscuously  into  the 
hearts  of  men,  and  in  which,  even  the  wicked,  wlio  continue 
their  crimes  until  their  last  day,  seem  often  to  excel,  accord- 
ing to  the  divine  expression,  *^  The  sons  of  this  world  are  in 
their  generation  wiser  than  the  children  of  light;*'  but  it 
rather  describes  that  wisdom  which  needs  not  the  assistance 
of  learning,  and  which  dismisses  IVom  its  cogitations  those 
tilings  which  are  void  of  understanding,  that  h  to  say,  of  the 
understanding  of  acting  and  speaking  properly.  Hence 
Seneca  in  his  book,  "  J>e  Causis,''*  apiK)sitcly  relates  that 
Cato^  defining  the  duty  of  an  orator,  said,  An  orator  is  a 
good  man,  skilled  in  speaking."  This  ecclesiastical  orator, 
then,  used  to  purify  his  knowledge,  that  so  he  might,  as  far  as 
IHJsiiible,  unveil  the  mcuuiiig  of  mystic  writings.  How  indeed 
could  that  man  be  enslaved  to  vice  who  gave  his  whole  soul- 
and  spirit  to  elucidate  the  scriptures  ?  For,  as  he  confesses 
in  his  third  book  on  Samuel,  if  his  expositions  wore  produc- 
tive of  no  advantage  to  his  readers,  yet  were  they  of  cou- 

*  Seneca^  Cootrovm.  lib.  !• 
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Biderable  importanee  to  himself,  iiuisiiiQch  a8|  while  fully  in-  . 
tent  upon  them,  he  escaped  the  yanity  and  empty  imagina- 

tions  of  the  times.  Purified  from  vice,  tlierefore,  he  entered 
witliiii  the  inner  veil,  divulging  in  pure  diction  the  senti- 
ments of  his  mind« 

But  the  unspotted  sanctity  and  holy  purity  of  his  heart 
were  chiefly  conspicuous  on  the  approach  of  death.  Although 
for  3even  weeks  successively,  from  the  indisposition  of  his 
ptomacli,  he  nauseated  all  food,  and  was  troubled  ^dlh  feuch  a 
diihculty  of  breatliing  that  his  disorder  confined  him  to  his 
bed,  yet  he  by  no  means  abandoned  his  literary  avocations. 
During  whole  days  he  endeavoured  to  mitigate  the  pressure  . 
of  his  disorder  and  to  lose  the  recollection  of  it  by  constant 
lectures  to  his  pupils,  and  by  examining  and  .solving  abstruse 
qm  stions,  in  addition  to  his  usual  task  of  psalmody.  Jfore- 
over  the  gospel  of  St.  John,  which  from  its  difficulty  exer- 
cises the  talents  of  its  readers  even  to  the  present  day,  was 
translated  by  him  into  the  English  language,  and  aecomipo* 
dated  to  those  who  did  not  understand  Latin.  Occasionally, 
also,  woukl  he  admonish  his  disciples,  snying,  "  Learn,  my 
children,  while  I  am  with  you,  for  I  know  not  how  long  I 
shall  continue ;  and  although  my  Maker  should  very  shortly 
take  me  hence,  and  my  spirit  should  return  to  him  that  sent 
and  granted  it  to  coinc  into  this  life,  yet  have  I  lived  long, 
God  hath  rig]\tly  ai)|>ointed  iny  portion  of  days,  I  desire  to 
be  dissolved  and  to  be  with  Christ.*'  . 

Often  too  when  the  balance  was  poised  T)etwecn  hope  and 
fear^  he  would  remark  It  is  a  fearful  thing  to  fall  into  the 
hands  of  the  living  God.*  I  have  not  passed  niy  life  among 
you  in  such  manner  as  to  be  ashamed  to  live,  neither  do  I 
fear  to  die,  because  we  have  a  kind  blaster  thus  borrowing 
the  expression  of  St.  Ambrose  when  dying.  Happy  man  I 
who  could  speak  with  so  quiet  a  conscience  as  neither  being 
ashamed  to  live,  nor  afraid  to  die  t  on  the  one  hand  not  fear* 
iiig  the  jud'j^inent  of  men,  on  the  other  waiting  with  com- 
posure the  hidtlen  will  of  God.  Often,  when  urged  by  ex- 
tremity of  puin,  he  comforted  himself  with  these  remarks, 

The  furnace  tries  the  gold,  and  the  fire  of  temptation  the 
just  man :  the  suiferings  of  this  present  time  are  not  worthy 

'  Hebrews  x.  3U 
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to  lie  compared  to  the  future  glory  .which  shall  be  revealed  in 
us."*  TenTB  and  a  difficulty  of  breathing  accompanied  hia 
words.  At  night,  when  there  were  none  to  be  instructed  or 
to  note  down  his  remarks,  he  passed  tlie  whole  seu^ion  in 
giving,  .thanks  and  singing  psahnSi  fulfilling  the  saying  of 
tliat  very  wise  man^f  that  he  was  never  less  alone  tluMi  when 
alone."  If  at  anytime  a  short  and  disturbed  sleep  stole  upon 
his  eye-lids,  he  immediately  sliook  it  oir,  and  showed  that  hi:i 
affections  were  always  intent  on  God,  by  exclaimiu"^  "  Lift 
me  up/0  liOrd,  that  the  proud  calumniate  me  not.  Do  with 
thy  servant  according  to  thy  mercy/'  These  and  similar  ex- 
pressions which  his  shattered  memory  suggested,  flowed 
spontaneously  from  his  lips  wlieuevcr  x\\e  \)d'ui  of  his  aj^oniz- 
ing  disorder  became  mitigated.  But  on  the  Tuesday  buiore 
our  Lord's  ascension  his  disease  rapidly  increased,  and  there 
appeared  a  small  swelling  in  Ids  feet,  the  sure  and  certain 
indication  of  approaching  death*  Then  the  congregation 
beiug  called  together,  he  was  anointed  and  i  cceiveJ  the  sacra- 
ment. IQssing  them  all,  and  requesting  from  each  that  they 
would  bear  him  in  remembraitce,  he  gave  a  small  present, 
which  he  had  privately  reserved,  to  some  with  whom  he  had 
been  in  closer  bonds  of  friendship.  On  Ascension  day,  when 
his  soul,  tired  of  the  i'rail  uccupatiou  ol'  the  body,  panted  to 
be  free,  lying  down  on  a  hair-cloth  near  the  oratory,  where 
he  used  to  pray,  with  sense  unimpaired  and  joyful  countc- 
nauce,  he  invited  the  grace  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  saying,  0 
King  of  glory.  Lord  of  virtue,  who  ascendedst  this  day  trium* 
phant  into  the  heavens,  leave  us  not  destitute,  but  send  upon 
us  the  promise  of  the  Father,  the  Si)irit  uf  truth."  This 
prayer  ended,  he  breathed  his  last,  and  immediately  the  senses 
of  all  were  pervaded  :by  an  odour  such  as  neither  cinnamon 
nor  balm  could  give,  biit  coming,  as  it  were,  from  paradise, 
and  fraught  with  all  the  joyous  exhalations  of  spring.  At 
that  time  he  Avas  buried  in  tlie  same  monastery,  but  at  pre- 
sent, report  asserts  tliat  he  lies  at  Durham  with  St.  Cuthbert. 

With  this  man  was  buried  almost  all  knowledge  of  history 
down  to  our  timea^  inasmuch  as  there  has  been  no  English- 

*  Romans  nii.  18» 

t  Scipio  Africanus  waa  accustomed  to  observe,  that  ho  was  never  leas 
idle  than  when  unoccupied,  nor  uevur  Icaa  uloao  thua  whoA  hy  himiieU*" 
Cicer»  de  Offie.  1.  3. 
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man  either  emulous  of  his  pursuitfai^  or  a  follower  of  his 
graces,  who  could  continue  the  thread  of  .biB  discourse,  now 
broken  short  Some  few  indeed^  whom  the  mild  Jesus 
loved,^  though  well  skilled  in  Hterature,  have  yet  observed  an 

ungracious  silence  throughout  their  lives  ;  others,  scarcely 
tasting  of  the  stream,  have  fostered  a  criminal  indolence. 
Thus  to  the  slotliful  succeeded  others  more  slotliful  still, 
and  the  warmthof  science  for  a  long  time  decreased  throughput 
the  island.  The  verses  of  his  epitaph  will  afford  sufficient 
Bj)eoiincn  of  this  inilol(?nce  ;  ihvy  are  indeed  contemptible, 
aud  unworthy  the  tomb  of  so  great  a  man  : 

Presbyter  hie  Ocda,  rcquiescit  came  sepultus ; 
Dona,  Christo,  aniniam  in  ecDtis  gaudere  per  leyum  : 
Dnquc  illi  nopliiie  delmuri  fonte,  cui  jam 
Suspimvit  ovans,  intcnto  semper  amorc."* 

Can  this  disgrace  l)e  extenuated  hy  any  excuse,  that  there 
WHS  not  to  be  found  even  in  that  monastery,  where  dnrin^c 
his  lifetime  the  school  of  all  learning  had  flourished,  a  single 
person  who  could  write  his  epitaph,  except  in  this  mean  and 
paltry  style  ?  But  enough  of  this :  I  will  return  to  niy 
subject. 

Ceolwulf  thinking  it  beneatli  the  dignity  of  a  Christian  to 
be  immersed  in  earthly  thing.s,  abdicated  the  throne  after  a 
reign  of  eight  years,  and  assumed  the  monastic  habit  at  Lin- 
disfarne,  in  which  place  how  meritoriously  he  lived,  is  amply 
testified  by  his  bein<]^  honourably  interred  near  St.  Cuthht^rt, 
and  by  m!\ny  miracles  vouchsafed  from  on  high. 

ITe  had  made  provision  against  the  state's  being  endan- 
gered, by  placing  his  cousin,  Eadbert,t  on  the  throne,  which 
he  filled  for  twenty  years  with  singular  moderation  and 
virtue.  Eadbert  hud  a  brother  of  the  same  name,  archbishop 
of  York,  wlio,  by  his  own  prudence  and  the  i)0wcr  of  the 
king,  restored  tluit  sec  to  its  original  .state.  For,  as  is  well 
known  to  any  one  conversant  in  the  history  of  the  Anglc;',^ 

*  These  lines  are  thus  rendered  into  English  : 

'•IJcneatli  thinHtone  Uedc'rt  iiuirtal  hotly  lioi  ; 
God  grant  hla  soul  may  rest  amid  the  skies* 
M(iy  he  drink  deeply,  in  the  rcahnn  above, 
or  wLsdoin*i»  fount,  which  he  on  earth  did  love  1" 

t  Called  E<;hert  by  aonio  writers.  t  raulinua  had  departed  from 

Northumhria,  in  consequence  of  the  confusion  which  prevttihidoti  thedeatli 
Of  Edwin,   licde,  b*  ii.  c.  SO.   Ue  died  OcL  10, 044. 
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Paaliniu^  the  flrat  prelate  of  the  church  of  Yorkt  had  beeq 
forcibly  driven  away,  and  died  at  Rochester;  where  he  left 
that  honourable  distinction  of  the  piill  which  he  had  received 
from  pope  Ilonorius.  After  him^  many  prelates  of  this 
august  city,  satisfied  with  the  name  of  a  simple  bishopric^ 
aspired  to  nothing  higher :  but  when  Eadbert  was  seated  on 
the  throne,  a  man  of  loftier  spirit,  and  one  who  thought, 
that,  "  as  it  is  over-reaching  to  require  what  is  not  our'  due, 
so  is  it  ignoble  to  neglect  our  right,*'  he  rechiimed  the  puU 
by  frequent  appeals  to  the  pope.  This  personage,  if  I  may 
be  allowed  the  expression,  was  the  depository  and  receptacle 
of  every  liberal  art ;  and  founded  a  most  noble  library  at 
York.  For  this  I  cite  Alcuin,*  as  competent  witness  ;  who 
was  sent  from  tlie  kings  of  England  to  the  emperor  Charles 
the  Great,  to  treat  of  peace,  and  being  hospitably  entertained 
by  him,  observes,  in  a  letter  to  Eanbald,  third  in  succession 
from  Eadbert,  "  Praise  and  glory  be  to  God,  who  hath  pre- 
served my  days  in  full  prosperity,  that  I  should  rejoice  in 
the  exaltation  of  my  dearest  son,  wlio  laboured  in  my  stead, 
in  the  church  where  I  had  been  brought  up  and  educated, 
and  presided  over  the  treasures  of  wisdom,  to  which  my 
beloved  master,  archbishop  Egbert,  left  me  heir.**  Thus  too 
to  Charles  Augustus  "  Give  me  tlic  more  polished  vo- 
lumes of  scholastic  learning,  such  as  I  used  to  have  in  my 
own  country,  througti  the  laudable  and  ardent  industry  of 
my  master,  archbishop  Egbert.  And,  if  it  please  your  wis- 
dom, I  will  send  some  of  our  youths,  who  may  obtain- thence 
whatever  is  necessary,  and  bring  buck  into  France  the  flow- 
ens  of  Britain  ;  that  tlie  garden  oi'  i^urudise  may  not  be  con- 
fined to  York,  but  that  some  of  its  scions  may  be  transplanted 
to  Tours.'* 

This  is  the  same  Alcuin,  who,  as  I  have  said,  was  sent 
into  France  to  treat  of  peace,  and  during  his  abode  with 
Charles,  captivated  either  by  the  pleasantness  of  the  country 
or  the  kindness  of  the  king,  settled  there  ;  and  being  held  in 
high  estimation,  he  taught  the  king,  during  his  leisure  from 

^  Alcuiiiy  s  native  of  Northumbria,  and  educated  at  York»  through  his 
teaming  nnd  talents  became  the  intimate  friend  and  favourito  of  Cliarle* 
niagnc,  for  whom  he  tmniicnbed,  with  his  own  hand,  the  Holy  Scriptures. 
Tliis  relic  Ss  now  preserved  in  the  British  Museum. 

f  See  thb  vplitle  at  length  iii  Alcuini  Op*  vol.  {•  p«  52.  Epist.  38. 
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the  cares  of  statoi  a  thorough  knowledge  of  logic^  rhetoric^ 

and  astronomy.  Alcuin  wuh,  of  all  the  Angles,  of  whom  I 
have  read,  next  to  St.  Aldhclm  and  Bede,  certainly  the  most 
learned,  and  lias  given  proof  of  his  talents  in  a  variety  of 
compositions.  He  lies  buried  in  France^  at  the  church  of 
St.  Paul,  of  Coraiarici*  which  monastery  Charles  the  Greut 
huilt  at  his  suggestion  :  on  which  account,  even  at  the  pre- 
sent day,  the  subsistence  of  four  monks  is  distributed  in 
alms,  for  the  toul  of  our  Alcuin,  in  that  church. 

But  since  I  am  arrived  at  that  point  where  the  mention  of 
Charles  the  Great  naturally  presents  itself,  I  shall  subjoin  a 
trqe  statement  of  the  descent  of  the  kings  of  France,  of 
which  anticjuity  has  said  much :  nor  shall  I  depart  widely 
'from  my  design;  because  to  be  unacquainted  with  their 
race,  I  hold  as  a  defect  in  information  ;  seeing  that  they  are 
out  near  neighbours,  and  to  them  the  Christian  world  chiefly 
looks  up  :  and,  perhaps,  to  glance  over  this  compendium  may 
give  pleasure  to  many  who  liave  not  leisure  to  wude  through 
volinninous  work?. 

^  The  Franks  were  so  culled,  by  a  Greek  appellative,  from 
the  ferocity  of  tlieir  manners,  when,  by  order  of  the  emperor 
Valentinian  the  First,  they  ejected  the  Alani,  who  had 

retreated  to  tlie  Mieolian  marshc^s.  It  is  scarcely  porjsible  to 
believe  how  much  tliis  people,  few  and  mean  at  first,  became 
increased  by  a  ten  years*  exemption  from  taxes  ;  such,  before 
tlie  war,  being  the  condition  on  which  they  engaged  in  it. 
Thus  augmenting  wonderfully  Ly  the  acquisition  of  freedom, 
and  first  seizing  the  entest  part  of  Germany,  and  next  the 
wliolc  of  Gaul,  tlicy  voiiipelled  the  inhabitants  to  list  under 
their  banners.  Hence  the  Lotharingi  and  Allainanni,  and 
other  nations  beyond  the  Rhine,  who  are  subject  to  the 
emperor  of  Germany,  will  have  themselves  more  properly  to 
he  called  Franks  ;  and  those  whom  we  suppose  Franks,  they 
call  by  an  ancient  appellative  Galwala?,  that  is  to  say,  Gauls. 
To  this  opinion  I  assent ;  knowing  that  Charles  the  Great, 
whom  none  can  deny  to  have  been  king  of  the  Fnmks, 
always  iised  the  same  vernacular  language  with  the  Franks 
on  the  other  side  of  the  Rhine.    Any  one  who  shall  read  the 

*  Othcni  my  ha  was  huiwd  at  St.  Martin's,  at  Toun,  where  he  di«d, 
April  18,  e04.   ilis  works  wiU  be  induded  in  Patres  Ecclesijb  A»ou> 
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life  of  Charles  will  readily  admit  the  truth  of  my.  assertion.* 
In  the  year  then  of  the  Incarnate  Word  425  the  Franks « 
were  governed  by  Furamund,  their  first  king.   The  grand* 
9m  of  Faramund  was  Meroveus,  from  whom  all  the  sue- 
•  oecding  kings  of  the  Franks,  to  the  time  of  Pepin,  were 
called  Merovingians.    In  like  manner  the  hony  of  the  kin«;s 
of  tlic  Anj^lcs  took  patronymical  appellations  from  tlieir 
fathers.   For  instance  ;  Eadgaring  the  son  of  Kdgar  ;  Eud* 
Bmnding  tHe  son  of  Edmund,  and  the  rest  in  like  manner ; 
commonly,  however,  they  are  called  ethelings.    The  native 
language  of  the  Franks,  tliercfore,  partakes  of  that  of  the 
Angle^i,  by  reason  of  both  nations  originating  from  Germany. 
The  Merovingians  reigned  successfully  and  powerfully  till 
the  year  of  our  Lord's  incamationi  687*    At  that  period 
Pepin,  son  of  Ansegise,  was  made  mayor  of  the  palace  f 
among  the  Franks,  on  the  other  side  oi  the  lihine.  Seizing 
opportunities  for  veiling  his  ambitious  view??,  he  completely 
subjugated  las  master  Theodoric,  the  dregs  as  it  were  of  the 
Merovingians,  and  to  lessen  the  obloquy  excited  by  the 
transaction,  be  indulged  him  with  the  empty  title  of  king, 
while  himself  managed  every  thing,  at  home  and  abroad, 
according  to  his  own  pleasure.  The  genealogy  of  tiiis  Pepin, 
both  to  and  from  him,  is  thus  traced  :  Ausbert,  the  senator, 
on  BUlliilde^  the.  daughter  of  Lotliaire,  the  father  of  Dago* 
bert,  begot  Arnold:  Arnold  begot  St.  Amulph,  bishop  of 
Metz :  Arnulph  begot  Flodulph,  Walethise,  Ansehise  :  Flo- 
dulph  begot  duke  Martin,  whom  Ebroin  slew  :  Wulethise 
begot  the  most  holy  Wandregcsil  the  abbat :  duke  Anscliise 
begot  Ansegise :  Ansegise  begot  Pepin.    Tlie  son  of  Pepin 
was  Carolus  Tudites,  whom  they  also  call  Martel,  because  lie 
beat  down  the  tyrants  who  were  raising  up  in  every  part  of 
France,  and  nobly  defeated  the  Saracens,  at  that  time  infest- 
ing Gaul.    Following  the  practice  of  his  father,  whilst  he 
was  himself  satisfied  with  the  title  of  earl,  he  kept  the  kings 

•  The  Life  of  Charlemagne,  by  Eginhorii,  who  was  secretary  to  that 
Tnr  narch.   Du  Chesnc  Script.  Franc,  tonu  ii.   It  is  one  of  the  most  anuis- 

iag  books  of  the  period. 

f  The  mayors  of  tlie  prihice  Becm  ont|iniilly  to  have  fuerely  re/inlotcd 
the  king's  hou:io!)old,  l)ut  by  degreea  they  aetiuired  »o  niueh  powtr,  th.it 
Pepin  the  elder,  rnatenml  grandfather  of  him  here  mentioned,  had  alreatly 
become  in  eti'cct,  kin«^  of  Fninee.  They  Hntt  appear,  to  have  uaurpvd 
the.  regal  power  under  Ciovia  il.     d.  iilSli* 
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in  a  state  of  pupilage*   He  left  two  aonSi  Pepin  and  Carolo- 
'  man.  *  Caroloman,  from  some  unknown  cauBOi  relinquishing 
the  woHil,  took  his  religious  vows  at  Mount  Cassin.  Pepin 

was  crowned  king  of  the  Franks,  and  patrician  of  the  Ro^ 
mans,  in  tlic  church  of  St.  Di  nys,  by  pope  Stephen,  the  suc- 
cessor of  Zttchory.    For  the  Constantinopolitan  emperors, 
already  mueh  degenerated  from  their  aneient  valour,  giving 
no  assistance  either  to  Italy  or  the  ehurch  of  Rome,  which 
had  long  gruaiKHl  under  the  tyranny  of  the  Lombards,  thiii 
pope  bcwaUcd  tlie  injuries  to  which  they  were  exposed  fronn 
tliem  to  the  ruler  of  the  Franks  ;  wherefore  Pepin  passing 
the  Alps,  reduced  Des«ideriuSy  king  of  the  Lombards,  to  suck 
diiitcultics,  that  he  restored  what  he  had  plundered  to  the. 
church  of  Home,  and  gave  surety  by  oath  that  he  would  not 
attempt  to  resume  it.    Pepin  returning  to  France  after  some 
years,  died,  leaving  his  surviving  children,  Cliarles  and 
Caroloman,  his  heirs.    In  two  years  Caroloman  departed 
this  life.    Charlc-j  obtaining  tlie  name  of  "  Great"  from  his 
exi)luits,  enh\r*^.^Hl  the  kincrdom  to  twice  tlic  limits  wliich  it 
])()s.sessed  in  his  l4iUK*r\s  time,  and  being  contented  for  more 
than  thirty  years  with  the  simple  title  of  king,  abstained 
from  the  appellation  of  emperor,  though  repeatedly  invited 
.  to  assume  it  by  pope  Adrian.    But  when,  after  the  death  of 
this  pontili",  liis  rehitioiis  nuiimud  tlie  holy  Leo,  his  successors 
ill  the  cliurch  of  St.  IVter,  so  as  to  cut  out  liis  tongue,  and 
put  out  his  eyes,  Charles  hastily  proceeded  to  liome  to  settle 
the  state  of  the  ehurch.   Justly  ])unishing  these  abandoned 
wretches,  hit  stayed  there  the  whole  winter,  and  restored  the 
pontiir,  now  •  s[)(nikin;4  phiiidy  and  seeing  clearly,  by  the 
juiraculous  intinpositiou  of  (iod,  to  his  customary  j>ower. 
At  that  time  the  Roman  people,  with  the  privity  of  the  pon* 
tiff,  on  the  -day  of  our  Lord's  nativity,  unexpectedly  hailed 
him  with  the  title  of  Augustus  ;  which  title,  though,  from 
its  being  unusual,  he  reluctantly  admitted,  yet  ai'terwards  he 
defended  with  proper  spirit  against  the  Constantinopolitan 
eiii|)eror8,  and  left  il,  as  hereditary,  to  his  son  Louis.  Ilis 
descendants  reigned  in  that  country,  which  is  now  properly 
called  Fnuice,  till  the  tiuui  of  Hugh,  surnamed  Capet,  from 
whom  is  descended  the  present  Louis.    From  the  same  stock 
came  the  sovereigns  of  Germany  and  Italy,  till  the  year  of 
our  Lord  912,  when  Conrad,  king  of  the  Teutonians,  seized 
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that  empire.  The  grandson  of  this  personage  was  Otho  the 
Greati  equal  in  every  estimable  quality  to  any  of  the  em- 
perors who  preeeded  hiro.    Thus  admirable  for  his  valour ' 

and  goodness,  he  left  the  empire  hereditary  to  Il's  posterity  ; 
tor  the  present  Henry,  son-in-law  of  Henry,  king  of  ling- 
lanrl,  derives  his  lineage  from  his  blooil. 

To  return  to  my  narrative :  Aleuin,  though  promoted  by 
€hartes  the  Great  to  the  monastery  of  St.  Martin  in  France, 
was  not  unmindUil  of  his  countrymen,  but  ex(»rted  himself 
to  retain  the  emperor  in  amity  with  them,  and  stimulated 
them  to  virtue. by  frequent  epii^tles.  T  shall  here  subjoin 
many  of  his  observations^  from  which  it  will  appear  clearly 
how  soon  after  the  death  of  Bede  the  love  of  leaniing  de* 
clined  even  in  his  own  monastery:  and  how  cjuickly  after 
the  decea*»e  of  Kadbert  the  kinj^dom  of  the  Nortiiunibrians 
came  to  riiin,  through  the  prevalence  of  degenenitc  manners. 

He  says  thus  to  the  monks  of  Wearmouth,  among  whom 
Bede  had  both  lived  and  died,  obliquely  aecuHinjr  them  of 
liaving  done  the  very  thing  whieh  he  begs  them  not  to  do, 
•^Let  the  youths  be  iiecu.stonied  to  attend  the  praises  of  our 
heavenly  King,  not  to  dig  up  the  burrows  of  foxes,  or  pursue 
the  whiding  mazes  of  hai*es;  let  them  now  learn  the  Holy 
Scriptures,  that,  Avhen  grown  up,  they  may  be  able  to  in- 
atriK't  others.  Kenu  niber  the  most  noble  teachi'i*  of  our 
times,  Bede,  the  priest,  wluit  thii-st  for  learning  he  had  in 
his  youth,  what  praise  lie  now  has  among  men,  and  what  a 
far  greater- reward  of  glory  with  God."  Again,  to  those  of 
York  he  says,  *'  The  Searcher  of  my  heart  is  witne'ss  that  .it 
was  not  tor  lust  of  gold  that  1  came  to  France  or  eontium  d 
tliere,  but  for  the  nijcessities  of  the  church."  And  thu.s  to 
Otfa,  king  of  the  Mercians,  I  was.  prepared  to  come  to  you 
with  the  presents  of  king  Charlc3s  and  to  return  to  my  coun- 
try, but  it  seemed  more  advisable  to  me,  for  the  peai-e  of  niy 
nation,  to  remain  abroad,  not  knowing  what  1  could  have 
done  among  those  persons,  with  wlioiii  no  one  can  b(*  secure, 
or  able  to  proceed  in  any  laudable  pursuit.  Dehohl  every 
holy  place  is  laid  desolate  by  Pagans,  the  altars  are  ])ollut(*d 
by  iMjrjury,  the  monastcruis  dishont)ured  by  adulte  ry,  tho 
earth  itself  stained  with  the  bbxHl  of  rulers  and  ol*  ])riuces.** 
Again,  to  king  Etbelred*  tiiird  in  the  sovereignty  alter  Kad- 
bert, Behold  the  ehureh  of  St.  Cuthbert  is  sprinkled  with 
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the  blood  of  God's  priests,  despoiled  of  all  its  ornaments, 
and  the  hoUcat  spot  in  Britain  ^ivcn  up  to  Pagan  motions  to 
be  plundered ;  and  where,  after  the  departure  of  St.  Puuliniia 
from  York^  the  Christian  religion  first  topk  its  rise  in  our 
own  nation^  there  misery  and  calamity  took  their  rise  alsa 
Wliat  portends  that  shower  of  blood  whieh  in  the  time  ot 
Lent,  in  the  eity  of  York,  the  capital  of  the  whole  kingdom^ 
in  the  church  of  St.  Peter,  the  chief  of  the  apostles,  we  saw 
tremendously  falling  on  the  northern  side  of  the  building 
iVum  the  sununit  of  the  roof,  though  the  weather  was  fair? 
ilust  not  blood  be  expected  to  come  upon  the  laud  from  the 
northern  regions?"  Again,  to  Osbert,  prince  of  the  Mer- 
ciansi  *^Our  kingdom  of  the  Northumbrians  has  almost 
perislied  through  internal  dissensions  and  perjury.'*  So  also 
to  Athc'lard,  archhii^liop  of  Canterbury,  s])eak  this  on 
account  of  the  scourge  which  has  lately  fallen  on  that  part 
of  our  island  whicli  iias  been  inhabited  by  our  forei'athers 

•  fur  nearly  thiH?e  hundred  and  forty  years.  It  is  recorded  in 
the  wrilin<i;s  of  Gildas,  the  wisest  of  the  Britons,  that  those 
very  Britons  ruined  tlieir  country  through  the  avarice  and 
rapine  of  their  ])rinces,  the  iniquity  and  injustice  of  their 
judges,  their  bishops'  neglect  of  preaching,  the  luxury  and 

.  abandoned  manners  of  the  people.  Let  us  be  cautious  that 
such  vices  become  not  prevalent  in  our  times,  in  order  that 
the  divine  favour  may  preserve  our  country  to  us  in  that 
happy  prosperity  for  the  future  which  it  has  hitherto  in  its 
most  merciful  kindness  vouchsafed  us." 

It  has  been  made  evident,  I  think,  what  disgrace  and  what 
destruction  the  neglect  of  learning  and  the  inunoral  manners 
of  degenerate  men  brought  ujh)u  England !  These  remarks 
obtain  this  place  in  my  history  merely  for  the  purpose  of 
cautioning  my  readers. 

•  Kailbert,  then,  rivalling  Iris  brother  in  piety,  assumed  the 
monastic  iiabit,  and  gaye  place  to  Oswulph,  his  son,  who 
being,  witliout  any  cause  on  his  part,  slain  by  his  subjects, 
was,  after  a  twelvemonth's  reign,  succeeded  by  Moll,  Moll 
carried  on  the  government  with  commendable  diligence  for 
eleven  years,*  and  then  fell  u  victim  to  tlie  treachery  of 

•  Malnu'sbury  differs  from  nil  the  best  authorities,  who  assign  only  wt 
years  to  liia  rci|;n.  llu  aacendcd  the  throuc  a.d.  759,  and  was  expelled 
A.D.  7G5* 
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Alered*  Alcred  in  his  tenth  year  was  compelled  by  his 
eomitrymen  to  retire  irom  the  government  whieh  he  had 
iistirped*-  Ethebed  too,  the  son  of  Moll^  being  elected  king, 

tras  expelled  by  them  at  the  end  of  five  yeard.  Alfwold 
was  next  hailed  sovereign ;  but  he  also,  at  the  end  of  eleven 
years,  experienced  the  perfidy  of  the  inhabitants,  for  lie  was 
cut  off  by  assassination^  though  guiltless^  as  his  distinguished 
interment  at  Hexham  and  divine  miracles  sufficiently  declare. 
His  nephew,  Osred,*  the  son  of  Alcred,  succeeding  him,  was 
expelled  after  the  space  of  a  year,  and  gave  place  to  Ethel- 
icd,  who  was  also  called  Etlielb^rt.  He  was  the  son  of 
Moll,  also  called  Ethelwald,  and,  obtaining  the  kingdom 
after  twelve  years  of  exile,  held  it  during  four,  at  the  end 
of  which  time,  unable  to  csenpe*  the  fate  of  his  predecessors, 
he  was  cruelly  murdered.  At  this,  many  of  the  bishops  and 
nobles  greatly  shocked^  iled  from  the  country.  Some  indeed 
aiBrm  that  he  was  punished  deservedly,  because  he  had  as- 
sented to  the  unjust  murder  of  Osred,  whereas  he  had  it  in 
his  power  to  quit  the  sovereignty  and  re=;tore  him  to  his 
throne.  Of  the  beginning  of  this  reign  Aleuin  thus  speaks: 
Blessed  be  God,  the  only  worker  of  miracles,  KthelriM], 
the  son  of  Ethelwald,  went  lately  from  the  dun«roon  to  the 
throne,  from  misery  to  grandeur;  by  the  inCuney  of  whose 
reign  we  are  detained  from  coming  to  you.**f  Of  his  death 
he  writes  I  thus  to  Offa  king  of  the  Mercians:  Your  cs* 
teemed  kindness  is  to  understand  that  my  lord,  king  Cliarles, 
often  speaks  to  me  of  you  with  affection  and  sinecM  ity,  and 
in  him  you  have  the  firmest  friend.  lie  therefore  sends 
beeoming  presents  to  your  love,  and  to  the  several  sees  of 
your  kingdom.  In  like  manner  he  had  appointed  presents 
for  king  Ethelrcd,  and  for  the  sees  of  his  bishops,  but,  oh, 
dreadful  to  think,  at  the  very  moment  of  dt  .spatt  lung  these 
gifts  aud  letters  there  came  a  sorrowful  account,  by-  the 

•  Osred,  through  a  conspiracy  -  of  his  nobles,  huil  been  deposci],  and, 
after  receiving  the  tonsure,  was  compelled  to  go  into  exile.  Two  yvarn 
fifttr,  induced  by  the  promises  and  oaths  of  cert^iin  of  the  Northumbrian 
chiefs,  he  returned,  but  being  deserted  by  his  forecs,  he  vvf\s  inmle  prisoner 
and  put  to  death  by  the  order  of  Ethelrcd.  Sim.  Dunelm.  a.i>.  7})0 — 2. 
Osred  was  expelled  from  his  kinp^dom,  a.d,  790,  and  Kthelrcd  waa  restored 
tfter  an  cxilt  of  twelve  ye:irH.— //«rf/y. 

t  This  letter  is  not  yet  published  ia  Alcuini  Opcra« 

i  Epist.  xlii.  Op*  torn.  i.  p.  67« 
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ambassadors  who  returned  out  of  Scotland  through  your 
country,  of  the  faithlessness  of  the  people,  and  the  death 
of  the  king.  So  that  Charles^  withholding  his  liberal  gift$s 
is  so  highly  incense^  against  that  nation  as  to  call  it  per^ 
fidious  and  perverse,  and  the  murderer  of  its  sovereigns, 
esteeming  it  worse  than  pagan;  and  had  I  not  interceded 
he  would  have  ah-eady  deprived  them  of  every  advantage 
witliin  his  reacb^  and  have  done  them  all  the  injury  in  Us 
power.** 

After  Ethclred  no  one  durst  ascend  the  tl  rone  /  each 
dreading  the  fate  of  his  predecessor,  and  preferring  a  life 
of  safety  in  inglorious  ease,  to  a  tottering  reign  in  anxious 
suspense:  for  most  of  tlic  Northumbrian  kings  had  ended 
their  reigns  by  a  death  which  was  now  become  almost 
habitual.  Thus  being  without  a  sovereign  for  thirty-three 
years,  that  province  became  an  object  of  plunder  and  con- 
tempt to  its  neighbours.  For  wlien  the  Danes,  wlio^  as  I 
have  before  related  from  the  words  of  Aleuin,  laid  waste 
the  holy  places,  on  their  return 'home  represented  to  their 
countrymen  the  frnitfulness  of  the  island,  and  the  indolence 
of  it:>  inhabitunts;  tlic^e  barbarians  came  over  hastily,  in 
great  numbers,  and  obtained  forcible  possession  of  that  part 
of  the  country,  till  the  time  we  are  speaking  of :  indeed  they  . 
had  a  king  of  their  own  for  many  years,  though  he  was  sub- 
ordinate to  the  authority  of  the  king  of  the  West  Saxons. 
However,  after  the  lapse  of  these  tliirty-three  years,  king 
Egbert  obtained  the  sovereignty  of  this  province,  as  well  as 
of  the  others,  in  the  year  of  our  liOnl's  incarnation  827,  and 
the  twenty-eiglith  (jT  liis  reign.  And  since  we  have  reached 
hi6  times,  mindful  oi'  our  engagement,  we  sluiU  speak  briclly 
of  the  kingdom  of  the  ^Mercians ;  and  this,  as  well  becuu^e 
we  admire  brevity  in  relation,  as  that  there  is  no  great  . 
abundance  of  materials. 

*  This  is  not  quite  correct :  OsbaM  was  elected  by  a  party  to  succet  J 
him;  but  after  a  very  short  period  he  was  deposed,  and  the  governiiient 
iievolved  on  Eurdulf.  Eardulf  atler  a  few  yeara  Wiis  driven  into  exile; 
went  to  Home,  and,  it  would  £>eem,  was  restored  to  his  kingdom,  by  the 
influence  uf  ClmrlemaRne,  a.d.  V.  Sim.  Uuaclui.  col,  117,  and 

Eginhurdi  Annalcri,  Duclicsue,  2,  255, 
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'  CHAPTER  IV. 

In  tho  year  of  our  Tx^nVH  incarnation  626,  and  tho  hundred 
and  thirty^ninth  after  the  death  of  Uengiati  Penda  the  son 
of  Pybbfi,  tenth  in  descent  of  Woden,  of  noble  Unea«^Cy  ex«; 

pert  in  war,  but  at  the  same  time  an  irreligious  heat  hen,  at 
tlu»  njre  of  fifty  aH.sumed  thij  title*  of  kin^  of  tlui  Moreiann, 
after  he  bad  already  fostered  Ids  presumption  by  frequent 
incursions  on  liis  neighbours.  Seizing  the  sovereignty, 
therefore,  with  a  mind  loathing  quiet  and  unconscious  how 
great  an  ciionnity  it  was  even  to  be  victorious  in  a  contest 
a^^ainst  his  own  countrymen,  he  began  to  attack  the  neigh- 
bouring cities,  to  invade  the  confines  of  tlie  Hurrounding 
kings,  and  to  till  everything  with  terror  and  confusion.  For 
what  would  not  tlmt  man  attempt,  who,  by  his  lawless  dar- 
ing, had  extinguislied  tho.st'  luuiinarics  of  Ih'itain,  Edwiu 
ami  Or<wabl,  kings  of  the  Nortlunnbrians,  SigelxTt,  Kcgric, 
and  Anna,  kings  of  the  Eaist  Angles ;  men,  in  wliom  nobility 
of  race  was  equalled  by  sanctity  of  life  ?  Kenwalk  also, 
king  of  the  West  Saxons,  after  being  frequently  harassed 
by  liim,  was  driven  into  exile;  though,  perhaps,  lut  deser- 
vedly paid  the  penalty  of  his  perfidy  towards  (rod,  in  tlcny- 
ing  iu8  faith  ;  and  towards  Penda  himself,  in  repudiating  his 
sister,  it  is  irksome  to  relate,  how  eagerly  he  watched  op- 
'  portunities  of  slaughter,  and  as  a  raven  flies  greedily  at  the 
scent  of  a  carcase,  so  he  joined  Cadwalla,f  and  was  of  in- 
ilmtr  service*  to  liim,  in  recovering  his  dominions.  Tn  tliis  • 
mannt  r,  for  tliirty  years,  he  attacked  his  couutrymeu,  but 
did  nothing  worthy  of  record  against  strangers.  Ilis  insa- 
tiable-desires, however,  at  last  found  an  end  suitable  to  their 
deserts;  for  b(*ing  routed,  with  his  alli<v^,  by  Oswy,  who  had 
succeeded  liis  brother  Oswald,  more  tluou^^h  the  assistance 

•  It  would  apj)t.ar  that  Pcndii  waa  not  thu  fir»t  king,  but  tlic  iirtit  of 
my  note.  Hen.  Huntingdon  aiihigns  the  origin  of  the  kingdom  tu  about 
tlic  ycaf  58i  under  Crida,  who  wad  succeeded,  in  the  year  600,  by  Pybba; 
Ceorl  eiiine  to  the  throne  in  QiO,  and  Penda  iu  ()*26.  See  II«  Hunt. 
f.  181, 184— b. 

t  King  of  the  Britoni^  aee  Dcde,  b.  ii.  di,  20«  It  was  by  hia  assistance 
that  Cadwalla  defeated  Edwin,  king  of  Northumbrian  at  Hatfield,  Oct.  12j 
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of  God  than  his  military  powers^  Penda  increafied  the  ntun* 
ber  of  infernal  spirits.   By  his  queen  Kyneswith  his  sons 

were  IVada,  Wulf'liere,  Ethelred,  Mcrwal,  and  Mercelin: ' 
his  daughters,  Kyueburg,  and  Kyneswith  ;  both  distinguished 
ibr  inviohiblc  chastity.    Thus  tlie  parent,  thoiijj^h  ever  rc« 
bcUtous  towards  God,  produced  a  most  holy  otlspriog  for 
Heai'cn. 

His  sun  Peada  succeeded  him  in  h  portion  of  the  kingdom, 
by  the  permission  of  Oswy,  advunciid  to  the  govenuiient  of 
the  South  Mercians;  a  young  nuin  of  talents,  and  even  in 
Ids  father's  lifetime  son-in-Iuw  to  Oswy»  For  he  had  re* 
ceivcd  liis  daughter,  on.  condition  of  renouncing  paganism 
and  embracing  Christianity;  in  which  faith  he  wouhl  sood 
iiave  caused  the  province  of  participate,  the  peaceful  stat<. 
of  the  kingdom  and  his  fat!ier-in-hiw's  consent  tending  to 
such  a  purpose,  hud  not  his  death,  hastened,  as  they  say,  by 
the  intrigues  of  liis  wife,  intercepted  these  joyful  prospects. 
Then  O^wy  resumed  the  goverinnent,  Avhich  seemed  rightly 
to  apperttnn  to  him  from  his  victory  over  the  father,  and 
from  his  allinity  to  the  soik  The  spirit,  however,  of  tae 
inhabitants  could  not  brook  his  authority  more  than  three 
years;  for  they  cxjujlled  his  generals,  and  Wulfhere,  the 
son  of  I'eiida,  being  liailed  as  las  successor,  the  province 
recovered  its  liberty. 

Wulfhere,  that  he  might  not  disappoint  tlie  hopes  of  the 
nation,  began  to  uet  with  energy^  to  show  himself  an  eflicicnt 
prince  by  great  exertions  both  mental  and  personal,  and 
finally  to  allurd  Christianity,  introducecl  by  his  brother  and 
yet  hardly  ])reat]iing  in  Ids  kingdom,  every  possible  assist- 
ance. In  the  early  years  of  his  reign  he  was  heavily  op- 
pressed by  the  king  of  the  West  Saxons,  but  in  succeeding 
times,  repelling  the  injury  by  the  energy  of  his  measures,  he 
deprived  hiiu  of  the  .soveieiguty  of  the  Jsle  of  Wight;  and 
leading  it,  yet  panting  after  heathen  rites,  into  the  proper 
path,  he  soon  after  bestowed  it -on  his  godson,  Ethel walcli, 
king  of  the  South  Saxons,  as  a  reeompence  for  his  faith. 
But  these  and  all  his  other  good  qualities  are  stained  and 
tleteriorated  by  the  dreadful  brand  of  simony ;  because  he, 
lirst  of  the  kings  of  the  Angles,  sold  the  sacred  bishu})ric 
of  London  to  one  Wini,  an  ambitious  man.  His  wife  was 
Ermenliildo,  tlie  daughter  of  Erconbert,  king  of  Kent»  of 


Dig'itized  by  Googl 


72  WUXUK  OF  lIAI<HB8Bimr«  (i.l.«.4» 

*  •  - 

whoni  he  begat  Kinred,  and  WereburgHy  a  most  holy  virgin 
who  lies  buried  at  Chester.  His  brother  Merewald  married 
Erlnenburga,  the  daughter  of  Eraieured,  brother  of  the  same 
Ereonbert;  by  her  he  had  issue,  three  daughters;  MUburga, 
who  lies  at  Weneloch ;  Mildritlm  in  Kent,  in  the  monasteiy 
of  St.  Augustine;  and  Milgitlia:  ahd  one  son,  Merefiu.  Al*  * 
frid  king  of  the  Northumbrians  married  Kyneburg,  daughter 
of  Peiida :  who,  after  a  time,  disgusted  with  wcdloek,  took 
the  habit  of  a  nun  in  tlic  monastery  which  her  brothers, 
Wulfhere  and  Etheked^  had  founded, 

Wulf  here  died  at  the  end  of  nineteen  years,  and  his  bro- 
ther Ethekcd  ascended  the  throne ;  more  famed  for  his  pious 
disposition  tlian  his  skill  in  war.  Moreover  he  was  satLslied 
with  displa^^ing  his  valour  in  a  single  but  illustrious  expe- 
dition into  Kent|  and  passed  the  remainder  of  his  life  in 
quiet,  exeept  that*  attacking  Egirid,  king  of  the  Northum- 
brians, who  liad  passed  beyond  the  limits  of  his  kingdom, 
lie  admonished  him  to  return  home,  by  the  murder  of  his 
brother  Elfwin.  He  atoned-  however  for  this  slaughter, 
alter  due  deliberation,  at  the  instance  of  8t.  Theodore,  the 
archbishop,  by  giving  Egfrid  a  large  sum  of  money.*  Sub- 
sequently to  this,  in  the  thirtieth  year  of  his  rei<ri),  he  took 
Hie  cowl,  and  became  a  monk  at  liardney,  of  whiirh  monas- 
tery he  was  ultimately  promoted  to  be  abbat.  This  is  tliC 
same  person  who  was  contemporary  witli  Ina,  king  of  tlio 
West  Saxons,  and  confirmed  by  Iiis  authority  also  the  privi- 
lege wliieh  St.  Aldhchu  bi*ought  from  Home.  His  wife  was 
Ostritlia,  bister  of  Egfrid,  king  of  the  KoiLhumbrians,  by 
wlioni  she  had  issue  a  son  named  Ceolred. 

lie  appointed  Kcured,  the  sou  of  liis  brother  Wulfhere  his  • 
successor,  whO|  equally  celebrated  for  piety  to  God  and 
uprightness  towards  Ids  subjects,  ran  his  mortal  nice  with 
great  purity  of  manners,  and  proceeding  tu  Kome  in  the 
fiftli  year  of  liis  reign,  passed  the  remainder  of  his  lifii  there 
in  the  oiliees  of  religion  ;  chiefly  instigated  to  tliis  by  the 
tticlanclioly  departure  of  a  soldier,  who,  04  Ucde  relates,! 

_  ^  This  was  by  paying  to  his  relaUves  his  wcrcgiUI,  or  the  leg.il  price  of 
hit  blood;  for  all,  from  the  king  to  the  slave,  hail  their  entnblished  valuet 
One  moiety,  only,  of  the  werc^ild  went  to  the  family  of  the  murdered 
peraon;  the  other  went  into  the  public  purse. 

t  EilicIUild  luid  been  fre<|uenlly  exhorted  by  the  king  to  make  con« 
fasum  of  his  tnui^grcaaioaa^  but  had  constantly  declined 'iU  At  last  being 
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disflftining  to  confess  his  crimes  when  in  health,  &aw, 
nmniicstly,  when  at  the  point  of  death,  those  very  demons 
coming  to  punish  him  to  whose  viciousi  alluremeatd  h»  .had 
fiurrenderod  his  soul. 

After  him  reigned  Ceolrec!^  tlie  son  of  £thehred  his  uncle» 
as  ronspicuous  for  his  valour  against  Ina,  as  pitiable  for  an 
early  death ;  for  not  iilling  the  throne  more  than  eight  years^ 
he  was  buried  at  Lichfield,  leaving  Kthelbald,  the  grand- 
nephew  of  Penda  by  his  brother  Alwy^  his  heir.  Tliis  king, 
•  enjoying  the  sovereignty  in  profound  and  long-continued 
pi'iU'O,  tluit  is,  for  tlie  space  of  forty-one  years,  was  nltiiiiately 
killed  by  his  subjects[  and  thus  met  with  a  rever^seol'  fortune. 
ISernred,  the;  author  of  Ids  death,  left  nothing  worthy  of 
'  record,  except  that  afterwards,  being  himself  put  to  death  by 
OfTa,  he  reci'ivod  the  just  reward  of  his  treachery.    To  tlii:* 
Kthelbiild,  Boniface,*  archbishop  of  Mentz,  tm  Angle  by 
nation,  who  was  subsequently  crowned  with  martyrdom,  sent 
an  epistle^  part  of  wliich  I  shall  transcribe,  that  it  may 
appear  how  freely  he  asserts  those  very  vices  to  have  already 
gained  ground  among  the  Angles  of  which  Alcuin  in  after 
times  was  apjirehensive.    It  will  'dho  be  a  strong  proof,  by 
the  remarkable  deaths  of  certain  kings,  how  severely  God 
punishes  those  guilty  persons  for  whom  his  long-suspended 
anger  mercifully  Avaits. 

t  "  To  Ethcllmld,  wry  dearest  lord,  and  to  be  preferred  to 
all  other  kintjs  of  the  AnylcSy  in  the  love  of  Christ,  Boniface 
the  urchbiahopf  ley  ale  to  Germany  from  the  church  of  liome^ 

seized  with  Bickncas,  he  appears  to  have  imagined  tliat  ho  saw  two  ongels 
approndi  witti  n  Very  small  volume,  in  which  were  written  the  feir  good 
actions  he  had  ever  perfomied  ;  when  immediately  a  large  company  of 
demons  advancing,  ditiplay  another  bpok  of  enormous  bulk  and  weight, 
cuutuiiiing  all  IiIb  evil  deeds,  which  are  read  to  him  ;  after  which,  asserting 
their  ehiim  to  the  siimer  against  the  oiigeU,  they  strike  him  on  the  head  and 
feet,  iiM  Byniptoms  of  his  appioaehing  end.    Bode,  b.  v.  c.  13. 

•  Doniface,  whose  original  name  was  Winfred,  after  unwearied  labour  in 
tlio  convcrhion  of  varirniM  Tiatioiirt  in  *<  •eriiuiiiy,  by  wliieh  he  acijuircil  the 
hoiu)ur;il)lo  appollatiyii  of  Apostle  of  the  d'cnnaiis,  jit  length  sufVercd 
niartynloiii  in  I'licslaiul,  A  tnllcctfil  edition  of  works  furiihs  voluuiei 
XV.  and  xvi.  i»f  Pathi  s  Ectli  AMiLiCANJ-:  hy  the  editor  of  this  work. 
One  of  the  original  churelici^,  built  by  him  in  Saxony,  btiil  exists  in  the 
.  Duchy  of  Gotha,  at  a  little  villaj^e  called  (JierHtedt. 

t  See  thid  epi^tle  iit  length  in  Spelmanni  Concilia,  vol.  i.  page  232,  and 
reprinted  by  Wilkiud,  Coaciliaj  i.  U7|Ulbo  in  BonifaciL  Opcra^  «^c. 
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wMeih  perpeiual  health  in  ChrkU  We  <Donfefi9  before  God 
that  when  we  hear  of  your  prosperity,  your  faith,  and  good 
works,  wo  rejoice ;  and  if  at  any  time  we  hear  of  any 
adversity  befallen  you,  either  in  the  chance  of  war  or  the 
jeopardy  of  your  soul,  we  are  afliieted.  We  have  Iieard  that, 
devoted  to  almsgiving,  you  prohibit  theft  and  rapine,  are  a 
lover  of  peace,  a  dcfeudi^  of  widows,  and  of  tite  poor  $  and 
for  this  wc  give  God  thanks.  Your  conteuipt  fur  lawful 
matrimony,  were  it  lor  elnistity'd  Mike,  wonld  be  laudable  ; 
but  since  you  wallow  in  luxury  and  even  in  adultery  with 
nuns,  it  is  disgraceful  and  damnable ;  it  dims  the  brightness 
of  your  glory  before  God  and  man,  and  transforms  you  into 
an  uloluter,  because  you  have  polluted  the  teiiipk'.  of  Clod. 
Wherefore,  my  beloved  son,  repent,  and  renienJjir  liow 
didionourablo  it  is,  that  you,  who,  by  the  gi*ant  of  (jiod,  are 
sovereign  over  many'  nations,  should  yourself  be  the  slave  of  - 
lust  to  his  disservice.  Moreover,  we  have  heard  that  almost 
iiU  the  nohles  of  the  Mercian  kingiloni,  fi)llo\ving  your 
example,  desert  their  lawful  wives  and  live  in  guilty 
iutercour:>o  with  adultrcsses  and  nuns,  l^et  the  custom  ol'  a 
foreign  country  teach  you  how  far  distant  this  is  from 
rectitude.  For  in  old  Saxony,  where  there  is  no  knowledge 
of  Christ,  if  a  vii*gin  in  her  father's  Iiouse,  or  a  married 
woman  under  the  protection  of  her  hubband,  should  be  guihy 
of  adultery,  they  burn  her,  strangled  by  her  own  hand,  and 
liang  up  her  8(Hlucer  over  the  grave  where  she  is  burietl ;  or 
else,  cutting  off  her  garments  to  tlie  waist,  modest  matrons 
whip  her  and  pierce  her  with  knives,  and  fresh  tormentors 
punish  her  in  the  same  manner  as  she  goes  from  town  to 
town,  till  they  destroy  her.  Again  the  Winedi,*  the  basest 
of  nations,  have  tliis  custom — ^the  wife,  on  the  death  of  her 
hasbiind,  casts  herself  on  the  same  funeral  pile  to  be 
consumed  with  him.  If  then  the  gentiles,  who  know  not 
Gu<l,  have  so  zealous  a  regard  for  crhastity,  how  nnich  more 
ouglit  you  to  possess,  my  beloved  son,  who  are  both  a 
Christian  and  a  king  ?  Spare  therefore  your  own  soul,  spare 
a  multitude  of  people,  perishing  by  your  example,  for  whose  • 
souls  you  must  give  account.  Give  heed  to  this  too,  if  the 
nation  of  tlie  Angles,  (and  we  are  reproached  in  France  and 

*  The  Winedi  were  eeutctl  on  the  western  iMUik  uf  the  Vitaula,  near  the 
Baltie*  In  WiUuns,  it  is  ^apud  Penaa^''  among  the  Pcraanst 
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in  Italjr  and  by  the  very  pagans  for  it,)  despising  lawful 
matrimony,  give  free  indulgence  to  adultery,  a  race  ignoble 
and  dcspining  God  must  necessarily  proceed  from  such  a 

mixture,  wliich  will  destroy  the  country  by  their  ubandoned 
manner.^,  as  wan  the  case  with  the  Bur^undiaiif^,  Provencals, 
and  Spaniards,  whom,  the  Saracens  liai*assed  lor  many  years 
on  account  of  their  past  transgressions.  Moreover,  it  has 
been  told  us,  that  you  take  away  from  the  churches  and 
]ii(jfia>l*Ti('s  many  of  thi^ir  privik'gt's,  and  (jxclte,  by  your 
example,  your  nobility  to  do  the  like.  But  recollect,  I 
entreat  you,  what  terrible  vei)<^eanee  God  hath  inflicted  upon 
former  kings,  guilty  of  the  crime  we  lay  to  your  charge. 
For  Ccolrod,  your  predecessor,  the  debaucher  of  nuns,  the 
infVin^'er  of  eoclesiastieal  privileges,  was  seized,  while 
spleailiilly  regaling  with  liis  noble.s,  by  a  jnajignant  spirit, 
who  snatelied  away  his  soul  without  confession  and  without 
communion,  while  in  converse  with  the  devil  and  d<*spi.sing 
the  law  of  God.  He  dmve  Osred  also,  king  of  the  Deirans 
mid  ThTiiieians,  who  wm  guilty  of  the  same  crimes,  to  such 
excess  that  he  lost  his  kingdom  and  perished  in  early 
manhood  by  an  ignominious  death.  Charles  also,  governor 
of  tiie  Franks,  the  subverter  of  many  monasteries  and  tlie 
ap|)i{)I)riutor  of  ecclesiastical  revenues  to  his  own  use, 
perislicd  by  excrnciathig  jmin  and  a  fearl'ul  deatii.**  And 
afterwards,  "Wherefore,  my  belc»ved  son,  wc  entreat  with 
paternal  and  fervent  prayers  that  you  would  not  des[)lsc  the 
counsel  of  your  fathers,  who,  for  the  love  of  God,  anxiously 
up])eal  to  your  highness.  For  nothing  is  moi'C  salutary  to  a 
good  king  than  the  willing  correctluu  of  such  crimes  when 
tliey  are  pointed  out  to  him  ;  since  Solomon  says  '  Wliuso 
,  loveth  instruction,  loveth  wisdom.*  Wliereibre,  my  dearest 
son,  showing  you  good  counsel,  we  call  you  to  witness,  and 
entreat  yon  by  t!ie  living  God,  and  his  Son  Jesus  Christ, , 
and  by  the  Ib^ly  Spirit,*  that  you  would  recollect  ho^ 
fleeting  is  the  present  life,  how  short  and  momentary  is  the 
delight  of  the  iilthy  flesh,  and  how  ignouiii^ious  for  a  person 
of  transitory  existence  to  leave  a  bad  example  to  posterity. 
Begin  thcivfore  to  rc^gnlate  your  life  by  better  habits,  and  cor* 
rect  the  past  errors  of  your  youth,  that  you  may  have  praise 
befonj  men  liere,  and  bi^  ))l(*st  with  eternal  glory  hereafter. 
We  wisli  your  ilighuess  health  and  prolicieucy  in  virtue.*^ 
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I  Imre  inserfed  in  my  narrative  portiQns  of  tliiB  epistle. 

to  give  sufBcient  knowledge  of  these  circ.imistances,  partly  in 
the  words  of  the  author  and  partly  in  luy  own,  shortening 
the  sentences  as  seemed  proper,  for  which  I  shall  easily  he 
1)6  excosedi  because  tliere  was  need  of  brevity  for  the  sake  of 
those  who  were  eager  to  resume  the  tliread  of  tlie  history. 
Moreover,  Boniface  transmitted  im  epistle  of  like  import  to 
arclibisliop  Cuthbert,  adding  tluit  he  .should  renion.strute 
with  the  clergy  and  nuns  on  the  fineness  and  vanity  of  their 
dress.  BesideSi  that  he  might  not  wonder  at  his  interfering 
in  that  in  which  he  had  no  apparent  concern,  that  is  to  say, 
liow  or  with  what  manners  tlie  uatiou  of  the  Angles  eon- 
ducted  itself,  he  gave  him  to  understand,  that  he  had  bound 
Inniself  by  oath  to  pope  Gregory  the  Third,  not  to  conceal 
the  conduct  of  the  nations  near  him  from  the  knowledge  of 
the  apostolical  see  ;  Avlierefore,  if  mild  measures  failed  of  suc- 
cess, he  should  take  care  to  act  in  such  manner,  that  vices  of 
tliis  kind  should  not  be  kept  secret  from  the  pope.  Indeed, 
on  account  of  the  fine  texture  of  the  clerical  vestments, 
Alcuin  obliqucdy  glances  at  Athelard  the  archbishop,  Cuth- 
bert's  successor,  reminding  him  that,  when  lie  should  conic 
to  Rome  to  visit  the  emperor  Charles  the  Great,  tlie  grandson 
of  Cliarles  of  whom  Buuiface  was  speaking  above,  he  should 
not  bring  the  clergy  or  monks  dressed  in  party«coIoured  or  - 
gaiuly  garments  for  the  clergy  amongst  the  Franks  dressed  • 
only  ia  ecclesiastical  habits. 

Nor  could  the  letters  of  so  great  a  man,  which  he  was 
accustomed  to  send  from  watcldul  regard  to  his  legation 
and  pure  love  of  hb  country,  be  without  efiect.  For  both . 
Cuthbert>  the  archbishop,  and  king  Ethclbald  summoned  a 
council  fur  the  purpose  of  retrencliing  the  iuperlluities  which 
he  had  stif^matised.  The  acts  of  this  synod,  veiled  in  a 
multiplicity  of  words,  I  shall  forbear  to  add,  as  I  think  tlicy 
will  better  accord  with  another  part  of  my  work,,  when  I 
come  to  the  succession  of  the  bishops  :  but  as  I  am  now  on 
the  subject  of  kingly  ulFairs,  I  shall  sulijoin  a  charter  of 
Kthelbald's,  us  a  i)roof  of  his  devotion,  because  it  took  place 
in  the  same  council. 

It  often  happens^  through  the  uncertain  cliange  of  times, 
that  those  things  which  have  been  confirmed  by  the  testi- 
moiiy  imd  advice  of  juany  faithful  perboas,  have  been  made 
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of  none  efiect  by  the  contninaey  of  veiy  .many,  or  by  the 
artifices  of  deceit,  without  any  r^ard  to  justieCy  unless  they 

have  been  coiumitted  to  eternal  memory  by  the  authority  of 
writin<?  and  t!je  testimony  oi*  clmrters.  Wherefore  I  Ethel- 
batdy  ^^^S  ^^'^  Mercians^  out  of  love  to  heaven  and  regard 
for  my  own  aouli  have  felt  tlie  necessity  of  considering  how 
I  may,  by  good  works,  set  it  free  from  every  tie  of  sin.  For 
shice  the  Onmijiotent  Clod,  througli  the  grcatnesij  of  his 
clemency,  Avithout  any  previous  merit  on  my  part,  hath  be- 
stowed oil  me  the  sceptre  of  government,  tliereforc  I  willingly 
repay  him  out  of  that  whieh  he  liatli  given.  On  tliis  account 
I  grant,  ho  long  us  I  live,  that  all  monasteries  and  churches 
of  my  king<luiii  .sh:iU  i>e  exem|)t(Hl  IVum  public  taxes,  works, 
and  impositions,  except  the  buililing  of  Ibrts  and  bridges, 
from  wliich  none  can  be  released*  And  moreover  the  ser- 
vants of  God  siudl  have  perfect  liberty  in  the  produce  of 
their  woods  and  lands,  and  the  right  of  fishing,  nor  shall  they 
bring  i)n  .si  iits  cith(M'  to  king  or  prim  es  except  voluntarily, 
but  tliey  sliall  serve  God  without  molestation.** 

LuUus*  succeeded  lioniface,  an  Englishman  by  birth  also ; 
of  whose  sanctity  mention  is  made  in  the  life  of  St  Gear, 
and  these  verses,  which  I  remember  to  have  heard  iVom  my 
earliest  childhood,  bear  witness  : 

Lulliis,  than  whom  no  holier  prelate  lives, 
.  ■      By  Gotl'b  aN^i.-.tiiikce  liialing  medicine  gives, 
Cures  each  tlisorclcr  hy      jMiwerful  haiul, 
And  with  his  glory  overspreads  the  land.*'  ' 

However,  to  return  to  my  history,  Offa,  descended  from 
Penda  in  the  fifth  degree,  sueceeded  Ethelbald.    He  was  a 

a  man  ot*  ^reat  mind,  and  one  wlio  endeavoured  to  bring  to 
eflect  wluitever  he  had  precoiieeived  ;  he  reigned  thirty-nine 
years.  When  1  consider  the  deeds  of  this  person,  I  am 
doubtful  whether  I  should  commend  or  censure.  At  one 
time,  in  the  same  character,  vices  were  so  palliated  by  virtues, 
and  at  another  virtues  came  in  such  quick  succession  ui>on 
vices  thiit  it  is  dilUcult  to  determine  how  to  characterize  tin* 
ehangin;:)^  Troteus.  My  narrative  shall  give  examples  of 
oachr   Engaging  in  a  set  battle  with  Cynewulf,  king  of  the 

*  LulluB  was  appointed  his  successor  by  BonifacCi  on  setting  .out  for 
Frieslandi  in  755  ;  he  died  A.n.  7&5« 
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West  SaxonSi  he  easily  gained  tlie  victorji  though  the  other 
was  a  celebrated  warrior.  When  he  thought  artifice  would 
belter  suit  his  purpose,  this  same  man  beheaded  king  Ethel* 

Ijcrt,  who  had  come  to  him  tluough  the  allureuicnt  of  f^reat 
I'roDiises,  and  was  at  that  very  time  within  the  wall;^  ui  his 
pulaee^  soothed  into  security  by  liis  perfidious  attentions,  and 
then  unjustly  seized  upon  the  kingdom  of  the  East  Angles 
which  Ethelbert  had  held. 

The  relics  of  St.  Alban,  at  that  time  obscurely  buried,  he 
ordered  to  be  reverently  taken  up  and  placed  in  a  shrine, 
decorated  to  the  fullest  exte.nt  of  royal  niuniticeuce,  with 
gold  and  jewels  ;  a  church  of  most  beautiful  workmanship 
was  there  erected,  and  a  society  of  monks  assembled.  Yet 
rcbcHlons  ajjrainst  God,  he  endeavoureil  to  remove  the  archi- 
C'liiscopal  see  formerly  settled  at  Canterbury,  to  Liehlield,- 
envyin*^,  forsooth,  the  men  of  Kent  the  dignity  of  tlie  arch- 
bishopric :  on  wliich  account  he  at  last  deprived  Lambert, 
.  the  archbishop,  worn  out  with  continual  exertion,  and  who 
produced  many  edicts  of  the  apostolical  see,  botli  ancieiit  and 
inodt  ]  n,  of  all  possessions  within  his  territories,  as  well  as 
bi  the  jurisdiction  over  the  bishopries.  From  pope  Adrian, 
therefore,  whom  he  had  weai*ied  with  plausible  assertions  for 
a  long  time,  as  many  things  not  to  be  granted  may  be  gradu- 
ally drawn  and  artfully  wrested  from  minds  intent  on  otlier 
oceuimUons,  he  obtained  that  there  should  be  an  archbisliopric 
of  the  Mercians  at  Liclilield,  and  that  all  the  prelates  of  the 
Mercians  should  be  subject  to  that  province.  Their  names 
were  as  follow  :  Denebert,  bishop  of  Worcester,  Werenbert, 
of  Leicester,  Eduli)h,  of  Sidnacestcr,  Wul]>lH  Mrt],  of  Here- 
ford ;  and  the  bishops  of  the  East  Angles,  Aipheard,  of  Khn- 
hom,  Tidfrid,  of  Dunwich  ;  the  bishop  of  Liciiiield  was 
named  Aldulph.  Four  bishops  however  remained  sullragan 
to  Lambert,  lU'chbishop  of  Canterbury,  London,  Winchester, 
Rochester,  and  Selsey.  Some  of  tlicse  bishoprics  are  now  in 
being,  some  are  removed  to  other  places,  others  consolidated 
by  venal  interest,  for  Leicester,  Sidnacester,.  and  Dunwich, 
from  mmh  unknown  cause,  are  no  longer  in  existence.  Nor 
did  Olia's  rapacity  stop  here,  for  he  showed  himself  a  down- 
Tij»ht  ])nblic  pilferer,  by  converting  to  his  own  use  the  hinds 
ot  many  churches,  of  which  Malmesbury  was  one.  But  Lias* 
iniquity  did  not  long  deform  canonical  institutions,  for  soon 
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after  Kenulf,  OflTa^s  fiuccesspr,  inferior  to  no  preceding  king 
in  power  or  in  faith,  transmitted  a  letter  to  Leo,  the  succsesiior 

of  Adrian,  and  restored  Athelurd  who  had  suceeedtd  Lambert, 
to  his  ibniu  r  dignity.  Hence  A>ruin,  in  an  episitle  to  the 
same  Athelardi  says  Having  heard  of  the  success  of  your 
journey,  and  your  return  to  your  couiitryi  and  how  you  were 
'  received  hy  the  i>ope,  I  give  thanks  with  every  sentiment  of 
my  lieart  to  the  Lord  our  God,  who,  by  the  precious  gift  of 
bis  iiu  rey,  directed  your  way  witli  a  prosperous  i)ro'rre:«??, 
gave  you  favour  in  the  sight  of  the  pope,  granted  y  u  to 
return  home  with  tlie  perfect  accomplislmient  of  your  wishes, 
and  hath  condescended,  through  you,  to  restore  the  holiest 
seat  of  our  (irst  teacher  to  its  pristine  dignity.**  1  think  it 
proper  to  subjoin  part  of  the  king's  epistle  and  also  of  the 
])0pe's,  though  I  may  seem  by  so  doing  to  anticipate  tlio 
regular  order  of  time  ;  but  I  sliall  do  it  on  this  account,  that 
it  is  a  task  of  greater  diitteulty  to  blend  together  disjointed 
facts  than  to  des})atch  those  I  liad  b(»i:run. 

"  2Vi  the  most  holy  and  trufy  lovimj  lord  Leo^  pout  iff  of  ^ 
the  sacred  and  apostolical  seCy  KcnalJ\  by  the  grace  o/»  God  • 
kiny  of  the  Mercians^  with  the  bishops^  princes^  and  every 
deyree  of  dignity  under  our  authority^  sendeth  the  salutation 
of  the  purest  love  in  Christ, 

"  We  give  thanks  ever  to  God  Almighty,  wlio  is  wont,  by 
the  means  of  .new  guides,  the  former  being  taken  to  the  life  • 
eternal,  to  guide  the  church,  purchased  by  his  precious 
blood,  mil  id  the  div<^rs(»  stiirins  ol'  this  world,  to  the  haven  of 
salvation,  and  to  shed  iVesh  light  U[>ou  it,  in  order  that  it  1)0 
led  into  no  error  of  darkness,  but  may  pursue  the  path  of 
truth  without  stumbliiig ;  wherefore  the  universal  chui^h 
justly  rejoices,  that  when  the  true  rewarder  of  all  good  men 
took  the  most  glorious  pastor  of  his  lh»ck,  Adrian,  to  be  t  ur- 
nally  rewarded  in  heaven,  still  bis  kind  providence  gave  a 
sbe])]ierd  to  his  ilock,  not  less  skilled,  to  conduct  the  sheep 
of  God  into  the  fold  of  life.  We  also^  who  live  on  the 
farthest  confines  of  the  world,  ju>Uy  boast,  beyond  all  other 
thin^»^s,  that  the  church's  exaltation  is  our  safety,  its  pros- 
perity our  constant  ground  of  joy  ;  since  your  apo^tulical 
dignity  and  our  true  faith  originate  from  the  same  source* 
Whentibre  I  deem  it  fitting  to  incline  the  ear  of  our  obe- 
dieucCi  with  all  due  huiniliiy^  to  your  holy  commands,  and 
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to  fulfil,  with  every  possible  endeavour,  what  shall  seem  just 
to  your  piety  for  us  to  accomplish  :  but  to  avoid,  and  utter  ly 
reject,  all  that  shall  be  fouii4  inconsistent  with  riglit.  But 
now,  I,  Kenulf,  by  the  graoe  ot  God  king,  liuiubly  entreat 
jmr  excellence  that  I  may  address  you  as  I  wish,  vrithout 
offence,  ou  the  subject  of  our  piogretss,  that  you  may  receive 
me  with  peaceful  tranquillity  into  the  bosom  of  your  piety, 
and  that  the  liberal  bounty  of  your  benediction  niay  qualify 
me,  gifted  with  no  stock  of  merits  to  rule  niy  ]>eople ;  in 
order  that  God  may  deign,  through  your  intercession^  to  de- 
ftnd  the  nation,  which,  toj^ethiu*  ^vith  nie,  your  apostuUial 
authority  has  in;:>tructcd  in  the  rudiments  of  the  faith,  against 
all  attacks  of  adversariesy  and  to  extend  that  kingdom  which 
he  hath  given.  Tiiis  benediction  all  the  Mei*cian  kings  be- 
furc  me  were,  by  >  oiir  predecessors,  deemed  worthy  to  ob- 
tain. This,  I  humbly  beg,  and  this,  O  most  holy  man,  I 
desire  to  receive,  that  you  would  more  espt^cially  accept  me 
as  a  son  by  adoption,  as  X  love  you  as  my  father,  and  always 
honour  you  with  all  possible  obedience.  For  among  such 
greiit  personages  fiuth  ever  should  be  kept  iu\  iolute,  as  well 
as  perfect  love,  because  paternal  love  is  to  be  looked  upon  as 
filial  happiness  in  God,  according  to  the  saying  of  lle/c  kiali, 
'  A  fattier  will  make  known  thy  truth  to  his  sons,  O  Lord/ 
In  which  words  I  implore  you,  O  loved  father,  not  to  deny 
to  your  unworthy  son  the  kiiowkclge  of  the  Lord  in  your 
holy  words,  in  order  tliat,  by  your  sound  iikitructiun,  I  may 
deserve,  by  the  assistance  of  God,  to  come  to  a  belter  course 
of  life.  And  moreover,  O  most  affectionate  father,  we  beg, 
with  all  our  bishops,  and  every  person  of  rank  among  us, 
that,  concerning  the  many  inquiries  on  which  we  have 
thought  it  right  to  consult  your  wisdom,  you  would  eour- 
tcou^y  reply,  lest  the  traditions  of  the  holy  fathers  and  their 
instructions  should,  through  ignorance,  be  mtsundei*stood  by 
us ;  but  let  your  reply  reach  us  in  eliarity  and  meekness, 
that,  through  the  mercy  of  God,  it  may  bring  forth  fruit  in 
us.  The  first  thing  our  bishops  and  learned  men  allege  is, 
that^  contrary  to  the  canons  and  papal  constitutions  enacted 
for  our  use  by  the  direction  of  the  most  holy  father  Gregory, 
as  you  know,  the  jurisdiction  of  the  metropolitan  of  Canter- 
bury is  divided  into  two  provinces,  to  whose  powc^r,  by  the 
same  father's  command,  twelve  bishops  ought  to  be  subject, 
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as  is  read  throughout  our  churches,  in  the  letter  ivhich  he 
directed  to  liis  brother  and  fellow  bishop^  Augustine,  con* 
cemiDg  the  two.  metropolitans  of  London  and  York,  which 

letter  doubtlessly  you  also  possess.    But  that  pontifical  dig- 
nity, ^vhich  was  at  that  tiuic  destined  to  London,  with  the 
houour  and  distinction  of  the  pall^  waS|  for  his  sake,  removed 
and  granted  to  Canterbury.   For  since  Augustinei  of  blessed  ; 
mcinoiy,  who,  at  the  command  of  St.  Gregory,  preached  the 
>vui  d  oi'  God  to  the  nation  of  the  Angles,  and  60  gloriously 
presided  over  the  church  of  the  Saxons,  died  in  that  city, 
and  his  body  was  buried  in  the  church  of  St.  Pcteri  the  chief 
of  apostles,  which  his  successor  St.  Laiirentias  consecrated, 
it  .seemed  proper  to  the  sages  of  our  nation,  that  the  metro*  = 
politan  dignity  shouhl  reaidc  in  that  eily  where  rests  the 
body  of  the  man  wiio  planted  the  true  faith  in  these  parts. 
The  honour  of  this  pre-eminence,  as  you  know,  king  Offa 
first  attempted  to  take  awny  and  to  divide  it  into  two  pro- 
vince.:, throuj^h  enmity  against  the  venerable  Lambert  and 
the  Kentish  people  ;  and  your  pious  brother  and  predecessor, 
Adrian,  at  the  request  of  the  aforesaid  king,  first  did  what 
no  one  had  before  presumed,  and  honoured  the  prelate  of  the 
Mercians  with  the  pall.    But  yet  we  blame  neithei:  of  these  . 
persons,  whom,  as  we  believe,  Christ  crowns  witli  eternal 
glory.    Nevertheless  we  humbly  entreat  your  excellence,  on 
whom  God  hath  deservedly  conferred  the  key  of  wisdom, 
that  you  would  consult  with  your  counsellors  on  this  subject, 
and  condescend  to  transmit  to  us  what  may  be  necessary  for 
.  us  tu  observe  hereafter,  and  what  may  lend  to  the  unity  of 
'  real  peace,  as  we  wish,  through  your  sound  doctrine,  lest  the 
coat  of  Christ,  woven  throughout  without  seam,  should  suffer 
.  any  rent  among  us.   AVe  have  written  this  to  you,  most  holy 
fatlier,  with  equal  humility  and  regard,  earnestly  entreating 
your  clenieiiey,  that  you  woukl  kindly  and  justly  reply  to 
tliosc  thinga  which  have  been  of  necessity  submitted  to  you, 
Moreover  we  wish  that  you  would  examine,  with  pious  love^ 
that  epistle  wliich,  in  the  presence  of  all  our  bishops, 
Athelard  the  archbishop  wrote  to  you  more  fully  on  the  sub- 
ject of  his  own4iiTairs  and  necessities,  as  Avell  as  on  those  of 
.  all  Britain  ;  tliat  wiiatever  tlie  rule  of  faith  requires  in  those 
matters  which  are  contained  therein^  you  would  condescend 
truly  to  explain.   Wherefore  last  year  I  sent  my  own  eia* 
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bA8^^  and  that  of  the  bishops  by  Wada  the  abbat,  which  he 
noeiyed,  but  idly  and  foolishly  executed.  '  I  now  aend  you  a 
small  present  as  a  token  of  regard,  respected  father,  by 

Birine  the  priest,  and  Fildas  and  Ceolbert,  my  servants,  that 
is  to  say,  one  hundred  and  twenty  mancuses,  *  together  with 
letters,  begging  that  you  would  condescend  to  receive  them 
kindly,  and  give  us  your  blessing.  A!  ay  God  Almighty  long 
preserve  you  safe  to  the  glory  of  his  holy  church.** 

To  the  most  excellent  princey  my  son  Kenulf^  king  of 
the  Mercians^  of  the  province  of  t/ie  Saxons,  pope  Leo 
tendeth  greeting.  Our  most  holy  and  reverend  brother 
Athelard,  archbishop  of  Canterbury,  arriving  at  the  holy 
churches  of  the  blessed  apostles  Peter  and  Paul,  as  well  for 
the  faithful  performance  of  his  vow  of  prayer  as  to  acqiiuiut 
us  with  the  cause  oi'  his  ecclesiastical  mission  to  the  aposto- 
lical Bee,  hath  brought  to  us  the  enclosures  of  your  royal  ex- 
cellence, where  finding,  in  two  epistles  filled  with  true  faith, 
your  great  humility,  we  return  thanks  to  Almiglity  God,  Avho 
hath  taught  and  inclined  your  most  prudent  excellence  to 
have  due  regard  with  us  in  all  things  towards  St.  Peter,  tlie 
chief  of  apostles,  and  to  submit  with  meekness  to  all  apostoli- 
cal constitutions.  Moreover,  in  one  of  these  epistles  we  find 
that,  were  it  requisite,  you  would  even  lay  down  your  life 
for  for  the  sake  of  our  apostolical  oflSce.  And  njrain,  you 
contess  tliat  you  rc^joice  much  in  the  I-*ord  at  our  prosperity, 
and  that  when  these  our  letters  of  kindest  admonition  reach 
the  ears  of  your  cordiality,  you  will  receive  them  with  all 
humility  and  spiritual  joy  of  heart,  as  sons  do  the  gilt  of  a 
father.  It  is  added  too  that  you  had  ordered  a  small  present 
out  of  your  abundance  to  be  offered  to  us,  an  hundred  and 
twenty  mancuses,  which,  with  ardent  desire  for  the  salva^^ 
tion  of  your  soul,  we  have  accepted.  The  aforesaid  arch«- 
bishop,  with  his  attendants,  has  been  honourably  and  kindly 
received  by  us,  and  has  been  rendered  every  necessary  assist- 
ance. In  the  meantime,  trusting  to  your  most  prudent  ex- 
cellence when  you  observe^  even  in  your  own  royal  letters, 
that  no  Christian  can  presume  to  run  counter  to  our  aposto- 

*  The  yeIuc  of  the  nuuicua  is  doubtful ;  soinetimes  it  appears  to  mean 
the  same  with  the  mark,  ut  othen  it  in  bU)»]iuMNl  equal  to  thirty  pence  of 
the  monejr  of  that  time.  The  gold  manca  is  supposed  to  bo  eight  to  the 
ponnd^  which  was  prohobljr  the  coin  sent  to  the  pope. 
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Ucal  decisions,  we  therefore  endeavour,  with  all  possible  dili- 
gence, to  transmit  and  ordain  wiiat  bhallbe  df  service  to  your  *  : 
kingdoiUy  that  as  a  canonical  censure  enjoius  your  royal  ex- 
cellence^ and  all  the  princes  of  your  nation,  and  the  whple 
people  of  God,  to  observe  all  things  which  the  aforesaid 
archbishop  Athclard  our  brother,  or  the  whole  body  of  the 
evangelical  and  apostolical  doetrlne  and  that  of  the  holy 
fathers  and  of  our  predecessors  the  holy  poiitifis  ordain,  you 
ought  by  no  means  to  resist  their  orthodox  doctrine  in  any 
thing,  as  our  Lord  and  Saviour  says  in  the  Gospel,    He  who ' 
receiveth  you  rcceivclh  nie,"  and    he  who  receives  a  prophet, 
in  the  name  of  a  prophet,  shall  receive  a  prophet's  reward.** 
And  how  much  more  do  wc  praise  the  Almighty  for  tliis 
some  lord  archbishop,  whom  you  have  so  highly  commended 
to  us  as  being,  what  he  really  is,  honourable,  and  skilful, 
and  prudent,  of  good  morals,  worthy  before  God  and  men.  • 
0  loving  J30U  and  excellent  king,  we  praise  God,  tliat  hath 
{Kiinted  out  to  you  a  prelate  who,  like  a  true  shejdierd,  is  able 
to  prescribe  due  penance,  according  to  the  doctrine  of  the 
holy  Scriptures,  and  to  rescue  the  souls  of  those  who  are 
under  his  saeurdotal  authority  from  the  nethermost  hell, 
snatching  them  from  inextinguishable  fire,  bringing  them 
into  the  haven  of  salvation,  and  oil'eriug  for  them  to  God 
Almighty  a  sacrifice,  fit  and  pure  in  the  sight  of  the  Divine 
Majesty.    And  since  the  aforesaid  ai*ehbisliop  hath  pleased  ' 
us  extremely  in  every  rcsjHict,  in  all  holiness  and  conversa- 
tion of  life,  eoji(iding  niueli  to  him,  we  give  him  such  pre- 
latical  power  by  the  authority  of  St.  Peter,  the  ciiief  of  the  , 
apostles,  whose  oflice,  though  unwortliily,  we  fill,  that  if  any 
in  his  province,  as  well  kings  and  princes  as  people,  shall 
transgress  the  eommandn^euts  ol*  the  i^ord,  he  shall  excom- 
munieate  him  until  he  repent ;  and  if  he  remain  impenitent, 
;  let  him  be  to  you  as  an  heathen  and  a  publican.    But  with  \ 
respect  to  the  aibresaid  Atlielardi  archbishop  of  Canterbuxyi 
since  your  excellent  prelates  have  demanded  from  us  that  we  ; 
do  him  justice  coiieeruing  the  juri.-idietion  whieh  he  lately 
held,  as  well  of  bishops  as  monasteries,  and  of  whieh  he  lias 
been  unjustly  deprived,  as  you  know,  and  which  have  been  | 
taken  from  his  venerable  see :  wc,  making  most  diligent 
search,  have  found  in  our  sacred  depository,  that  St.  Gregory, 
our  predecessor,  delivered  that  diocese  to  his  deputed  aixh-  \ 
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UAop  St  Avgostine^  with  the  right  of  oonsecrating  bisbopa, 

to  the  fall  niunber  of  twelve.  Hence  we  also,  having  ascer- 
tained the  truth,  have,  by  our  apostolical  authority,  placed  all 
ordinatioiis  or  confirmations  on  their  ancient  footing,  and  do 
restore  them  to  him  entire,  and  we  deliver  to  him  the  grant 
of  otir  confirmation,  to  be  duly  observed  hj  his  churchi 
according  to  the  sacred  canons.** 

In  the  meantime  Oifa»  that  the  outrages  against  his 
oonntrymen  might  not  secretly  tend  to  his  disadvantage^  ia' 
order  to  conciliate  the  favour  of  neighbouring  kings,  gave 
his  dauglitcr  Eadburga  in  marriage  to  Bertric,  king  of 
the  West  Saxon'^  ;  aiul  obtained  tlie  amity  of  Ciuuks  the 
Great,  king  of  tlie  Franks,  by  repeated  embassies,  though 
he  could  find  little  in  the  disposition  of  Charles  to  second 
his  views.    They  had  disagreed  before,  insomuch  that  violent 
feuds  having  arisen  on  both  sides,  even  the  intercour:?c  of 
traders  was  prolnl)ited.    There  is  an  epistle  of  Alcjiin  to 
this  eifect,  part  of  which  I  sliall  subjoin,  as  it  aifurds  a  strong 
proof  of  the  magnanimity  and  valour  of  Charles,  who  spent 
all  his  time  in  war  against  the  Pagans,  rebels  to  God.  He 
says,*  "  The  ancient  Saxons  and  all  the  1*  ri<*sland  nations 
were  converted  to  the  faith  of  Christ  through  the  exert iousi 
of  king  Charles,  urging  some  with  threats,  and  others  with 
rewards.   At  the  end  of  the  year  the  king  made  an  attack 
upon  the  Sdavonians  and  subjugated  them  to  his  power. 
The  Avares,  whom  we  call  lluns,  made  a  furious  attempt 
upon  Italy,  but  were  conquered  by  the  generals  of  the  afore- 
said most  Christian  king,  and  returned  homo  with  disgrace. 
In  like  manner  they  rushed  against  Bavaria,  and  were  again 
overcome  and  dispersed  by  the  Christian  army.  Moreover 
the  princes  and  coninianders  of  the  sume  most  Cliri.stian 
king  took  great  part  of  S[)ain  from  the  Saracens,  to  the  ex- 
tent of  threp  hundred  miles  along  the  sea  coast :  but,  0 
shame!  these  accursed  Saracens,  who  are  the  Ilagarens, 
have  dominion  over  the  ^vliole  of  AlVica,  and  the  larger  part 
of  Asia  Major.    I  know  not  what  will  be  our  destination,  for 
some  ground  of  difference,  fomented  by  the  devil,  has  arisen 
between  king  Chaiies  and  king  Oilti,  so  that,  on  both  sidesi, 

*  See  this  entire,  UiMnii  Vcterum  Epistolarum  Ilibcruicarum  S^lloge, 
cpist.  18.  p.  36 ;  and  Alealni  Opera,  torn.  i.  p.  6,  tpkt.  3. 
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all  navigation  is  prohibited  the  merchants.    Some  eay  that 
we  are  to  be  sent  into  those  parts  to  ti'cat  of  peace.** 

In  these  words,  iu  addition  to  what  I  have  reuulrked  above, 
mj  curious  person  niay  determine  how  many  years  have 
. .  elapsed  since  the  Saracens  invaded  Africa  and  Asia  Majar* 
AikI  Indeed,  had  not  the  mercy  uf  God  animated  the  luilive 
spirit  of  the  emperors  of  the  Franks,  the  pagans  had  long 
since  subjugated  Europe  also.  For,  holding  the  Con^^tanti- 
nopolitan  emperors  in  contempt|  the^  possessed  themselves  of  . 
Sicily  and  Sardinia,  the  Balearic  isles,  and  almost  oil  the 
countries  surrounded  by  the  sea,  witn  the  exception  of  Crete, 
Ilhodes,  and  Cyprus.  In  our  time  however  they  have  been 
compelled  to  relinquish  Sicily  by  the  Normans,  Coi*sica  and 
Sardinia  by  the  Pisans,  and  great  part  of  Asia  and  Jerusa- 
lem  its(»ir  by  the  Franks  and  other  nations  of  Europe.  But, 
as  I  bliall  have  a  litter  place  to  treat  largely  of  these  matters 
hereafter,  I  shall  now  subjoin,  from  the  words  of  Charles 
himself,  the  treaty  which  was  ratified  between  him  and  Ofia 
king  of  the  Mercians. 

"  CharhSy  by  the  grace  of  God  king  of  the  Franks  and 
Lombards^  and  jmtruian  of  the  Romans^  to  his  esfcc/md  and 
dearest  brother  Oj/'a  hing  of  the  Mercians^  sendeth  health  : — 
First,  we  give  thanks  to  God  Almighty  for  the  purity  of  the 
Catholic  faith,  which  we  find  laudably  expressed  in  your 
letters.  Concerning  pilgrims,  who  for  the  love  of  God  or 
the  salvation  of  tlu  ir  souls,  wish  to  visit  the  residence  of  the 
holy  apostles,  let  them  go  peaceably  without  any  molestation ; 
but  if  persons,  not  seeking  the  cause  of  religion,  but  that  of 
gain,  be  found  amongst  them,  let  them  pay  the  customary 
tolls  in  proper  jdaees.  We  will,  too,  that  traders  liuve  due 
protection  witliin  our  kingdom,  according  to  our  mandate, 
Uiid  if  in  any  place  tliey  suiler  wrongful  oppression,  let  them 
appeal  to  us  or  to  our  judges,  and  we  will  see  full  justice 
•done.  Let  your  kindness  also  be  apprized  that  we  have  sent  j 
some  token  uf  our  regard,  out  of  our  dalmatics*  and  palb,  to  i 
each  episcopal  see  of  your  kingdom  or  of  Ethelred  s,  as  an  ^ 

•  The  iliilnmtic  was  ii  (^arinciit  worn  by  (lie  cliT«:y,  ninl  Homrtimcs  l»y  | 
princes.    Ita  jianu'  is  bnid  to  havt  hww  derived  from  its  invcntiun  in  Dal- 
niutia.    The  pall  here  appiireutly  Bi^-nifit'S  an  upper  veBture  also,  in  form 
nvscnibliiig  a  eloak  without  hlceves  ;  l>ut  it  haw  a  variety  of  iucaiuu^a._  Se« 
Du  Coogc,  imd  note  at  p.  44,  uf  liedc'ti  Ecile;}.  ii^tory. 
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almsgiying,  oa  account  of  our  apostolical  lord  Adrian,  earnestly 
1)egging.  that  you  would  order  him.  to  be  prayed  for,  not  as 
doubting  that  his  blessed  soul  is  at  rest,  but  t6«howoar 

esteem  and  regard  to  our  de;ircst  frk'iul.  IMurcovcr  wti  luivo 
sent  somewhat  out  of  the  treasure  of  those  earthly  riches, 
which  the  Lord  Jesus  hath  granted  to  us  of  his  unmerited 
bounty,  for  the  metropolitan  cities^  and  for  yourself  a  belt^  an 
Hungarian  sword,  and  two  silk  cloaks.'' 

I  liave  inserted  these  brief  extracts  from  the  epistle  that 
posterity  may  be  clearly  acquaiatcil  with  the  friendslup  of 
OSa  and  Charles ;  confiding  in  which  friendly  intercourse, 
although  assailed  by  tlie  hatred  of  numbers^  he  passed  the 
rest  of  his  life  in  uninterrupted  quiet,  and  saw  Egferthts 
son  anointed  to  sueeeed  him.  Thid  Egfert  Htudiously  avoided 
the  cruel  path  trod  by  his  father,  and  devoutly  restored  the 
priviU'geH  of  all  the  churches  wliieli  Oifa  hud  in  his  time 
abridged.  The  possessions  also  which  bis  father  had  taken 
from  Malmesbury  ho  restored  into  the  hands  of  Cnthbcrt, 
then  abbat  of  that  place,  at  the  admonition  of  the  aforesaid 
Athelard  archbishop  of  Canterbury,  a  man  of  energy  and  a 
worthy  servant  of  God,  and  who  is  uniformly  asserted  to 
have  been  its  abbut  before  Cuthbort,  from  the  circumstance 
of  his  choosing  there  to  be  buried.  But  while  the  hopes  of 
Egfert's  noble  <|ualitie3  were  ripening,  in  the  first  momenta 
of  his  reign,  untimely  death  cropped  the  flower  of  his  youth- 
ful priuic  ;  on  which  account  Alcuin  writing  to  the  patrician 
Osbert,  says^  I  do  not  think  that  the  most  noble  youth  £g- 
fcrt  died  for  his  own  sins,  but  because  his  father,  in  tlie  es- 
tablishment of  his  kingdom,  shed  a  deluge  of  blood."  Dying 
after  a  reign  of  four  months,  he  appointed  Kenulf,  nephew 
of  Penda  in  the  fifth  degree  by  his  brother  Kenwalk,  to  suc- 
ceed him. 

Kenulf  was  a  truly  great  man,  and  surpassed  his  fame  by  . 

his  virtues,  doing  nothing  that  malice  could  justly  find  fault 
with.  Heligious  at  home,  victorious  abroad,  his  praises  will 
be  deservedly  extolled  so  long  as  an  impartial  judge  can  bo 
found  in  England.  Equally  to  be  admired  for  the  extent  of 
his  power  and  for  the  lowliness  of  his  mind  ;  of  wliich  he 
p[ave  an  eminent  proof  in  restorin;^,  as  we  have  related,  its 
ikltering  dignity  to  Canterbury,  he  little  regardttd  earthly  gran- 
deur in  his  own  kingdom  at  the  expense  of  deviating  from 
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anciently-enjoined  canons.  Taking  up  Offa*s  hatred  against 
the  Kentish  people,  he  sorely  alllicted  that  province,  and  led 
away  captive  their  king  Eadbert,  surnamed  Pren  ;  but  not 
long  aftiT)  moved  with  KentimentB  of  pity,  he  released  Uim. 
For  at  Winchelcombei  where  he  had  built  a  church  to  God, 
which  yc  t  rcmaina,  on  the  day  of  its  dedication  he  freed  the 
captive  king  at  the  altar,  and  consoled  him  with  liberty  ; 
thereby  giving  a  memorable  instance  of  his  clemency. 
Cttthred^*  whom  he  had  made  king  over  the  Kentish  people, 
was  present  to  applaud  this  act  of  royal  munificence.  The 
chwrch  resounded  with  acclamations,  the  street  shook  with 
crowds  of  pcoph^,  for  in  an  assembly  of  thirteen  bishops  and 
ten  dukeS|  no  one  was  refused  a  largess,  all  departed  with 
full  pnrses.  Moreover,  iii  addition  to  those  presents  of  in- 
estimable price  and  number  iu  utensils,  clothes,  and  select 
horses,  which  the  chief  nobility  received,  he  gave  to  all  who 
did  not  possess  hinded  property "j"  a  pound  of  silver,  to  each 
presbyter  a  marca  of  gold,  to  every  monk  a  shilling,  and 
lastly  he  made  many  presents  to  the  people  at  large.  Alter 
he  had  endowed  the  monastery  with  such  ample  revenues  as 
would  seem  incredible  in  the  present  time,  he  honoured  it  by 
his  sejJuUure,  in  the  tweiity-fouitli  year  of  his  reign.  His 
son  Kenehn,  of  tender  age,  and  undeservedly  murdered  by 
his  sister  Qu<^ndrida,  gained  the  title  and  distinction  of  mar- 
tyrdom, and  rests  in  the  same  place. 

After  him  the  kingdom  of  the  Mercians  sank  from  its 
prosperity,  and  becoming  lu  arly  lileless,  produced  notliing 
wortliy  to  be  mentioned  in  history.  However,  that  no  one 
«iay  accuse  me  of  leaving  the  history  imperfect,  I  shall  glance 
over  the  names  of  the  kings  in  succession.  CeolwuU^  the 
brother  of  Kehulf,  reigning  one  year  was  expelled  in  the 
second  by  Bcrnulf ;  wlio  in  the  third  year  of  his  reign  being 
overcome  and  ])ut  to  flight  by  Kglnrt,  king  of  the  West 
Saxons,  was  afterwards  slain  by  the  East  Angles,  because 
he  had. attempted  to  seize  on  East  Anglia,  as  a  kingdom  sub-  ; 
ject  to  the  Mercians  from  the  time  of  Offa.   Ludecan,  after  . 

*  Kenulf  made  Cuthrcd  king  of  Kent,  a.d.  Eadbcrt  had  betn  ! 
dreadfully  mutilated  by  having  his  cyvn  put  out  and  his  hands  cut  off.  ; 
See  chap.  I. 

t  **  Qui  ogros  non  habebant.''  *  These  words  refer  to  an  inferior  cbias  e/  ; 

geatry,  as  he  mentionB  the  people  at  large,   ])opulik}/'.  afterwaids. 
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%  reign  of  two  years,  was  despatched  by  these  Angles,  as  he 
was  preparing  to  aveh*^e  his  predecessor  :  Witlilat*,  subjuga- 
ted in  the  commencement  of  bis  reign  by  the  before-men- 
tioned Egbert^  governed  thirteen  yearSy  paying  tribute  to 
him  and  to  his  «on,  both  for  his  person  and  his  property : 
Berthwulf  reigning  thirteen  years  on  the  same  conditions, 
was  at  last  driven  by  the  Danish  pirates  beyond  the  sea : 
Burhred  marryinp:  Ethelswith,  the  daughter  of  king  Ethel- 
wulf,  the  son  of  Kgberti  exonerated  himself,  by  this  afHnity, 
from  the  payment  of  tribute  and  the  depredations  of  the 
enemy,  but  after  twenty- two  years,  driven  by  them  from  his 
country,  he  fled  to  Rome,  and  was  tliere  buried  at  the  sciiool 
of  the  Angles,  in  the  church  of  St.  Mary  ;  his  wife,  at  that 
time  continuing  in  this  countryi  but  afterwards  following  her 
husband,  died  at  Pavia.  The  kingdom  was  next  given  by 
the  Danes  to  one  Celwulf,  an  attendant  of  Burhi  ud's,  who 
hound  himself  by  oath  tliat  he  would  retain  it  only  at  their 
pleasure :  after  a  few  years  it  fell  under  the  dominion  of 
Alfred,  the  grandson  of  Egbert  Thus  the  sovereignty  of 
the  Mercians,  which  prematurely  bloomed  by  the  overween- 
ing ambition  of  an  heathen,  altoirelher  withered  away  through 
the  inactivity  of  a  driveller  king,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord*s 
incarnation  eight  hundred  and  seventy-five. 

CHAP.  V. 

0/  the  km^fs  of  the  East  Angles.   [a.d*  520— >905.] 

As  my  narrative  has  hitherto  treated  of  the  history  of  the . 
four  more  powerful  kingdoms  in  as  copious  a  manner,  I  trust, 

as  the  perusal  of  ancient 'writers  has  enabled  me,  I  shall  now, 
as  last  in  point  of  order,  run  through  tlic  governments  of  the 
East  Angles  and  East  Saxons,  as  suggested  in  my  preface. 
The  kingdom  of  the  East  Angles  arose  anterior  to  the  West 
Saxons,  though  posterior  to  the  lungdom  of  Kent*  The  first* 
and  also  the  greatest  king  of  the  East  Angles  was  lledwahl, 
tenth  in  descent  from  Woden  as  they  ailirm  ;  fur  all  the 
southern  provinces  of  the  Angles  and  Saxons  on  this  side  of 

•  Redwald  was  not  the  lint  kinpf  of  East  Anglia»  but  the  first  who  be- 
Cime  distinguished.  In  the  year  571,  Uffa  assumed  the  title  of  kin;; :  he 
was  succeeded  by  his  son,  TiUl^  in  57B  who  was  followed  by  liedwald^  his 
am.  8eeBede|b,iu««  15« 


«l«--7n.l  EOBPWALD— £DMUNI>.  89 

the  river  Humbeiv  with  their  kiiig9»  were  subject  to  his  antbo- 

rlty.    This  is  the  person  whom  I  have  formerly  mentioned 
as  having,  out  of  regard  for  Edwin,  killed  Ethelfrid,  king  of 
the  Nortliumbrians.    Through  the  persuasion  of  Edwin  too 
he  was  baptized ;  and  after,  at  the  instigation  of  his  wifc^ 
abjured  the  faith.  His  son,  Eorpwald,  embraced  pure  Chris-> 
tianity^  and  poured  out  his  immaculate  spirit  to  God,  being 
barbarously  nuirdered  by  the  lieathen  Richbert.    To  liim 
succeeded  Sigebert,  liis  brother  by  the  mother's  side,. a  wor- 
thy servant  of  the  Lord,  poliahed  from  all  barbarism  by  his 
education  among  the  Franks.  For,  being  driven  into  banish* 
mcnt  by  Redwald,  and  for  a  long  time  associating- with  them, 
he  had  received  the  rites  of  Christianity,  wliich,  on  his 
coming  into  power  he  graciously  communicated  to  the  whole  , 
of  Ids  kingdomi  and  also  instituted  schools  of  learning  in 
different  places.   This  ought  highly  to  be  extolled :  as  men 
lierctofore  uncivilized  and  irreligious,  were  enabled,  by  his  • 
meann,  to  taste  the  sweets  of  literature.    The  promoter  of 
his  studies  and  the  stimulator  of  his  religion  was  Felix  the 
bishop,  a  Bargundian  by  birth,  who  now  lies  buried  at  Kam- 
sey.    Sigebert  moreover  renouncing  the  world  and  taking 
the  monastic  vow,  left  the -throne  to  his  relation,  Eegric, 
with  whom,  being  attacked  in  int(\stine  war  by  Peudu,  king 
of  the  Mercians,  he  met  his  death,  at  the  moment  when, 
superior  to  his  ini^^ fortunes,  and  inin<lful  of  his  religious  pro- 
fession, he  held  only  a  wand  in  his  hand.    The  successor  of 
Eegric  was  Anna,  the  son  of  Eni,  the  brother  of  Redwnld, 
involved  in  similar  destruction  by  the  same  furious  Penda ; 
he  was  blessed  with  a  numerous  and  noble  oiVspring,  as  the 
second  book  will  declare  in  its  proper  place.    To  Anna  sue*  . 
eeeded  his  brother  Ethelhere,  who  was  justly  slain  by  Osivy  \ 
king  of  the  Northumbrians,  together  with  Penda,  because  he 
was  an  auxiiiary  to  him,  and  was  actually  sn])]K)rti!ig  the 
very  army  which  had  destroyed  his  brother  and  liis  kinsman. 
His  brother  Etiielwald,  in  due  succession,  left  the  kingdom 
to  Adulf  and  Klwold,  the  sons  of  Ethelhere.    Next  coma  • 
Bernred.    ASter  him  Ethelred.    His  son  was  St.  Ethelbert, 
whom  OfTa  king  of  the  jMercians  killed  through  treachery,  | 
has  already  been  said,  and  will  be  repeated  hereafter.    After  | 
him,  through  the  violence  of  the  Mercians,  few  kings  reigned  i 
in  Eastern  Anglia  till  the  time  of  St  Edmund,  and  ho  was 
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dcapatched  in  the  sixteenth  year  of  his  reif^n^  bj  Hi]igwiur»  a 
Iieathen ;  from  which  time  the  Angles  eeased  to  command  in 
ftdr  own  country  for  fifty  years.  For  the  province  was 
nine  years  without  a  king,  owing  to  tlie  continued  devasta- 
tions of  the  pagans ;  afterwards  both  in  it  and  in  East  Sax* 
ony,  Gothrun,  a  Danish  king^  reigued  for  twelve  years,  in 
fhe  time  of  king  Alfred.  Gothrun  had  for  successor  a  Dane 
also,  by  name  Eohric,  who,  after  he  had  reigned  fuurteen 
years,  was  taken  off  by  the  Angles,  because  he  conducted 
liimselfwith  cruelty  towards  them.  Still,  however,  liberty 
beamed  not  on  this  pec^le,  for  the  Danish  earls  continued  to 
q>prcss  them,  or  else  to  excite  tlicm  against  the  kings  of  tlie 
West  Saxons,  till  Edward,  the  son  of  Alfred,  added  buth 
provinces  to  his  own  West  Saxon  ejii[>lre,  expelling  the 
Danes  and  freeing  the  Angles.  Tliis  event  took  place  in  the 
fiftieth  year  after  the  murder  of  St.  Edmund,  king  and  mar-*  * 
tyr,  and  in  the  fifteenth^  of  his  own  reign. 

CHAP.  VI. 

0/  the  kingM  of  ihe  East  Saxons,    [a.  d,  520—823. 

NEAittT  co-eval  with  the  kingdom  of  the  East  Angles,  was 

tlat  of  the  East  Saxons  ;  which  liad  mauy  kings  iu  succes- 
sion, though  subject  to  others,  and  priueipully  to  those  of  the 
Mercians.  First,  then,  Sleda,  f  the^  tenth  from  Woden, 
.  reigned  over  them ;  whose  son,  Sabert^'  nephew  of  St.  Ethel* 
bert,  king  of  Kent,  by  his  sister  Ricula,  embraced  the  faith 
of  Christ  at  the  preaching-  of  St.  llellitus,  first  bishop  of 
London  ;  for  that  city  belongs  to  the  East  Saxons.  On  the 
death  of  Sabert,  his  sons,  Sexred  and  Seward,  drove  Melli* 
tus  into  banishment,  and  soon  after,  being  killed  by  the  West 
Saxons,  they  paid  the  penalty  of  their  persceutioa  a^^ain^t 
Clirl^^t.  Si^bert,  surnamed  the  Small,  the  son  of  Seward, 
succeeding,  left  the  kingdom  to  Sigcbert,  the  son  of  Sigebald, 

*  According  to  tho  Saxon  Chronicle,  a.d.  d21,  that  w,  the  21st  of  Ed- 
ivard  the  Eider,  and  the  fiftieth  from  the  murder  of  king  £dmund«  Now 
foUomng  this  statement,  as  Edward  succeeded  his  father,  Alfred  901, 
the  eximlsion  of  the  Danes  would  bo  the  twentieth  of  ids  nugn.  In  Flo- 
fence  of  Worcester  the  imion  of  the  kingdoms  under  Edward  the  Elder  is 
saifgncd  to  tbc  year  918. — Hardy. 

t  Sleds  was  not  Uie  first,  but  their  times  are  unccitain.  See  Florence 
-of  Woreestert  who  calls  him  the  son  of  Escwine,  whom  Henrv  of  Hunting* 
don  coutders  to  have  been  the  first  king  of  Essex.  • 
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whd  was  the  brother  of  Sabert*   This  Sigehert^  at  the  ex* 

hortation  of  king  Oswy,  was  baptized  in  NortUumbria  by 
biBhop  Finan,  and  brought  back  to  his  nation,  by  the  ministry 
of  bishop  Cedd|*  the  faith  which  they  had  expelled  together 
with  Mellittts.   After  gloriously  governing  the  kingdom,  he 
left  it  in  a  manner  8tiU  more  glorious  ;  for  he  was  murdered  by 
liis  near  relations,  merely  because,  in  conformity  to  the  gos- 
pel-precept, he  used  kindly  to  spare  his  enemies,  nor  regard 
with  harsli  and  angry  countenance,  if  they  were  penitent, 
those  who  had  oiTemlcd  him.    His  brother  Suidelm,  baptised 
by  the  same  Cedd  in  East  Anglia,  succeeded.    On  his  death, 
Sighcre,  the  son  of  Sigbert  the  Small,  and  Sebbi,  the  sou  of 
Seward,  held  the  sovereignty.    Sebbi's  associate  dying,  he 
himself  voluntarily  retired  from  the  kingdom  in  Ids  tlm*tieth 
year,  becoming  a  monk,  as  Bede  relates.  His  sons  Sighard  and 
Suefred  reigned  after  him.    On  their  decease  Oila,  the  boii 
Sighere,  governed  the  kingdom  for  a  short  time  ;  a  youth  of 
cngoging  countenance  and  disposition,  in  the  ilowcr  of  lii.<$ 
age,  and  highly  beloved  by  hia  subjects.   He,  through  the 
persuasion  of  ICyncswith,  daughter  of  king  Penda,  whom  he 
had  anxiously  sought  iu  marriage,  being  tauglit  to  aspire 
after  heavenly  afHtetions,  went  to  Rome  with  Kenrcd  king  of 
the  Mercians,  and  St.  Edwin  bishop  of  Worcester ;  and 
there  taking  the  vow,  in  due  time  entered  the  heavenly  man-  . 
sions.    To  him  succeeded  Selrcd,  son  of  Sigebert  the  Good, 
during  thirty-eight  years  ;  who  being  slain,  Swithed  assumed 
the  sovereignty  of  the  East  Saxons  ;\  but  in  the  same  year 
that  Egbert  king  of  the  West  Saxons  subdued  Kent,  being 
expelled  by  him,  he  vacated  the  kingdom  ;  though  London, 
with  the  adjacent  country,  continued  subject  to  the  kings  of 
.   the  Mercians  as  long  as  they  held  their  sovereignty.  * 

The  kings  of  Kent,  it  is  observed,  had  dominion  peculi- 
arly in  Kent^  in  which  are  two  sees ;  the  arehbishopric  of 
Canterbury,  and  the  bishopric  of  Rochester. 

*  Brother  to  St.  Chad,  bishop  of  Lichaeld.   See  Bede,  b.  iii.  c.  22. 

f  Hero  fiecms  an  oversight  which  inuy  bo  supplied  from  Florence  of 
Worcester.  Swithed  succeeded  Selred,  and  held  the  sovereignty  some 
ycani ;  ufkr  whom  few  native  kinpj  ruled  in  Es^ex,  for  in  the  biinie  year 
that  Kj^btrt  toniiuercJ  KliiI,  tliey  BiirrendtTcd  to  his  power."  Selrcd  died 
746;  their  submisHion  took  place  823«  It  would  appear,  however,  from 
the  authorities  adduced  by  Mr.  Turner,  Hist,  of .  Ai)glo*SaxoJ3ia,  VoL  L  p» 
31  {if  that  Selrcd  was  in  (act  king  of  i^t-Angiio. 


Digitized  by  Google 


92  WnXZAK  OF  KALMBSBimTt  [m%«.6. 

* 

The  kings  of  the  West  Saxons  ruled  in  Wiltshire,  Berk-  ' 
hire,  and  Dorsetsliire  ;  in  which  there  is  one  bishop,  >yhosa 
^  ii  now  at  vSarum  or  Salisbury ;  formerly  it  was  at  Itams* 
1nir|r,  or  at  Sherborne  :  in  Sussex,  which  for  some  little  time 
possessed  a  king  of  its  own  ;*  the  episcopal  see  of  this 
county  was  anciently  in  the  island  of  Selsey,  as  Bede  relates, 
where  St.  Wilfrid  built  a  monastery  j  the  bishop  now  dwells 
at  Chichester  :  in  the  CM>uiities  of  Southampton  and  Surreyi 
which  have  a  bishop,  whose  see  is  at  Winchester :  in  the 
eounty  of  Somerset,  whicli  foimerly  had  a  bishop  at  Wells, 
but  now  at  Bath  :  and  in  Domnonia,  now  called  Devonshire, 
and  Cornubio,  now  Cornwall ;  at  that  time  there  were  two 
bishoprics,  one  at  Crediton^  the  other  at  St.  GermanVi ;  now 
there  is  but  one,  and  the  see  is  at  Exeter. 

The  kings  of  the  Slercians  governed  the  counties  of  Glou- 
cester, Worcester,  and  Warwick  ;  in  these  is  one  biahop 
whose  residence  is  at  Worcester :  in  Cheshire,  t)erbyshire, 
and  Staffordshire ;  these  have  one  bishop,  who  has  part  of 
Warwickshire  and  Sliropshire  ;  his  residence  is  at  tlic  city 
of  Logions,  tliat  is  Chester  or  Coventry  ;  formerly  it  was  at 
liichiield :  in  Uereiordshire  ;  and  there  is  a  bishop  Imving 
Imlf  Shropshire  and  part  of  Warwicksliire,  and  Gloucester- 
shire ;  whose  residence'  is  at  Hereford :  in  Oxfordshire, 
Buckinghamshire,  Ilertfoi  Jslnre,  ITuntingdonsliire,  lialf  of 
Bedfordshire,  Northamptonshire,  Leicestersliire,  Lincoln- 
shire ;  which  counties  are  under  the  juris4iction  of  a  bishop 
now  resident  at  Lincoln,  but  formerly  at  Dorchester  in  the. 
county  of  Oxford ;  in  Leicestershire  and  Nottinghamshire, 
which  belong  to  the  diocese  of  York  ;  formerly  they  had 
their  own  bishop,  whose  seat  was  at  Leicester. 

The  kings  of  the  East  Angles  had  dominion  over  the 
county  of  Cambridge  ;  there  is  a  bishop,  whose  seat  is  at 
lAy:  and  in  Norfolk  and  Suffolk:  who^c  ^sec  is  at  I^iunvich; 
formerly  at  Elmham  or  Thetford. 

The  kings  of  the  East  Saxons  ruled  in  Essex,  in  Aliddk- 

*  The  kingdom  of  Sussex  was  founded  by  ^IlayJc}icLi^'''f'^v^  ^n  Britain 
with  three  vesseli^and  accompanied  b/  his  three  sons,  A.n.^77.  lie  seems  - 
to  have  attiuned  a  very  high  degree  of  power,  and  was  succeeded  by  his* 
m  Cisaa^The  afTain  of  this  kingdom  are  extremely  obacure;  it  nppcan 
to  have  been  sometimes  dependent  on  Kent  and  sometimes  on  Weasex. 
iiotil  finally  united  to  the  hitter  by  Egbert,  a.d.  B23*  . 
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sex,  and  Imlf  of  Ilcrtfordsliire  ;  where  there  axKuentljr  wa3, 
and  Btill  remains,  the  bi«?hop  of  Tendon. 

The  kings  of  tiie  Northiuubriana  governed  all  the  country 
which  is  beyond  tlie  river  Humbefi  even  into  Scotland ;  and 
there  were  the  archbishop  of  York,  the  bishops  of  Hexham^ 
of  Ilipon,  of  Liudhsfaruc,  and  of  Candida  Casa  [Wliitherne] ; 
Ilexhiun  and  llipon  are  no  more ;  Lindibi'urne  is  translated 
to  Dnrhatnt 

Such  were  the  divisions  of  the  kingdom  of  Englandt 
although  the  kings,  according  to  the  vicissitude  of  the  times, 

DOW  one,  arid  then  tlic  ot]ier,  would  exoeed  their  boundaries  * 
throijt^h  their  coura;];o,  or  lose  tliem  by  their  indolence  ;  but 
all  these  several  kingdoms  Egbert  subjugated  by  his  abilities^ 
and  consolidated  into  one  empire,  reserving  to  each  their  own  . 
•  laws.  Wherefore,  since  I  have  passed  beyond  his  times,  ful- 
fillinpf  my  pronuse  in  a  review  ot  tlie  different,  periods,  I  >vill 
here  fix  the  liniit^^  of  my  first  volume,  that  the  various  tracks 
of  the  dilferent  kingdoms  may  unite  in  the  general  path  of 
the  West  Saxon  Kuipire. 


BOOK  IL 

PROLOGUK 

A  LONG  period  1ms  clapscil  since,  as  well  through  the  care  of 
my  parents  as  my  own  industry,  I  became  familiar  with 
books.    This  pleasure  possessed  me  from  my  childhood  :  this 

.  source  of  deliirht  has  grown  with  my  years*  Indeed  I  was 
BO  iiislructed  by  my  fatlier,  that,  had  I  turned  aside  to  other 
pursuits,  I  should  have  considered  it  as  jeopardy  to  my  soul 
.  and  discredit  to  my  character.  Wherefore  mindful  of  the 
adage  covet  what  is  necessary,"  I  constrained  my  early 
age  to  desire  eagerly  that  which  it  was  disgraceful  not  to 
possess.  I  gave,  indeed,  my  attention  to  various  branches  of 
literature,  but  in  different  degrees.  Logic,  for  instance, 
which  gives  arras  to  eloquence,  I  contented  myself  with 
barely  hearing.  Medicine,  which  ministers  to  the  health  of 
the  body,  I  studied  with  somewhat  more  attention.  Bat 

.  now,  having  scrupulously  examined  the  sevcrul  branches  oi 
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Ethics,  I  bow  down  to  ita  nuy esty,  because  it  Bpontaheously 
tmTeils  itself  to  those  wbo  study  it,  and  directs  their  minils 
to  moral  practice ;  History  more  especially ;  whiehy  by  an 

agreeable  recapitulation  of  past  events,  excites  its  readers,  by 
example,  to  frame  their  lives  to  the  pursuit  of  good,  or  to 
aversion  from  evil.  Wheni  therefore,  at  my  own  expense,  I 
had  procured  some  historians  of  foreign  niitions^  I  proceeded, 
during  my  domestic  leisure,  to  inquire  if  mj  thing  con* 
cerning  oi^r  oWn  (•ount^y  could  be  found  worthy  of  handing 
down  to  posterity.  Hence  it  arose,  that,  not  content  with 
the  writings  of  ancient  timeSi  I  begiui,  myself,  to  comjiose ; 
not  indeed  to  display  my  learning,  which  is  comparatively 
nothing,  but  to  bring  to  light  events  lying  concealed  in  tlie 
confused  mass  of  antiquity.  In  cousetiuence  rejecting  vague 
opinions,  I  have  studiously  sought  for  cliruuides  far  and  near, 
though  I  confess  I  have  scaixely  proiited  any  thing  by  this 
industry.  For  perusing  them  all,  I  still  remained  poor  in 
infonnation  ;  though  I  ceased  not  my  researches  as  long  as  I 
could  find  any  thing  to  read.  However,  what  I  Lave  clearly  • 
ascertained  concerning  the  four  kingch^nis,  I  have  inserted  in- 
niy  first  book,  in  which  I  hope  truth  will  find  no  cause  to 
blusli,  though  perhax>s  a  degree  of  doubt  may  sometimes 
arise.  I  shall  now  trace  the  monarchy  of  the  West  Saxon 
kingJam,  througli  the  line  of  successive  princes,  down  to  tlie 
coming  of  the  Normans  :  which  if  any  person  will  conde- 
scend to  regard  With  complacency,  let  him  in  brotherly  love 
observe  the  following  rule :  ''If  before,  he  knew  only  these 
things,  let  1dm  not  be  disgusted  because  I  have  inserted 
thera ;  if  he  shall  know  more,  let  him  not  be  angry  that  I 
have  not  spoken  of  them  tut  ratiier  let  him  communicate 
his  knowledge  to  me,  while  I  yet  live,  that  at  least,  those 
events  may  appear  in  the  maigin  of  my  history,  which  do 
not  occur  in  the  text. 

CHAP.  I. 

The  luiUtrif  if  king  Egbert.   [a.p.  800— 839.] 

Mr  former  volume  terminated  where  the  four  kingdoms  of 

Britain  were  consolidated  into  one.  Egb(U't,  the  founder  of 
this  sovereignty,  grand-nepliew  of  king  Ina,  by  his  ])rother 
Ingild,  of  high  rank  in  his  own  nation,  and  liberally 
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educated,  had  been  conspicuous  among  the  West  Saxons 
from  his  childhood.  His  uninterrupted  course  of  valour 
begat  envy,  and  as  it  is  ahnost  mttondly  ordained  that  kings 

should  regard  with  suspicion  whomsoever  they  see  groSving 
up  ill  expectation  of  the  kingdom,  Bertric,  as  before  related, 
jealous  of  his  rising  character,  was  meditating  how  to 
destroy  him,   Egbi^rt,  apprised  of  this,  escaped  to  Oir%  king  i 
of  the  Mercians.    While  Offa  concealed  him  with  anjuous  ' 
care,  the  messengers  of  Bertric  arrived,  demanding  the 
fugitive  for  punishment,  and  offering  money  lor  his  sur- 
roniler.    In  addition  to  this  they  solicitiid  his  daughter  in  j 
marriage  for  their  king,  in  order  tliat  the  nuptial  tie  might  i 
bind  them  in  perpetutd  amity.   In  consequence  OfTa,  who  ' 
would  not  give  way  to  hostile  threats,  yielded  to  flattering 
allurements,  and  ICghert,  pjuising  the  bca,  went  into  France  ; 
a  circumstance  wliich  I  attribute  to  the  counsels  of  God,  that 
a  man  destined  to  rule  so  great  a  kingdom  might  learu  the 
art  of  government  from  the  Franks ;  for  this,  people  has  no 
competitor  among  all  the  Western  nations  in  military  skill 
or  polislied  manners.    This  ill-trcutment  Egbert  used  as  an 
incentive  to  "rub  off  the  rust  of  iiidolence,"  to  quickLii  the 
energy  of  Ids  mind,  and  to  adopt  foreign  customs,  far 
differing  from  his  native  barbarism.  On  the  death,  therefore^ 
of  Bertric,  being  invited  into  Britain  by  frequent  messages  : 
from  his  I'liLiulsj  lie  ascended  the  throne,  and  realized  the 
fondest  expectations  of  his  country.   He  was  crowned  in  the 
year  of  our  Lord's  incarnation  800,  and  in  the  thirty-fourth 
year  of  the  reign  of  Charles  the  Great,  of  France,  who 
survived  this  event  twelve  years.    In  the  meantine  Egbcil, 
when  he  had  acquired  the  regard  of  his  subjects  by  his 
affability  and  kindness,  first  manifested  his  power  against 
those  Britons  who  inhabit  that  part  of  the  island  wluch  . 
called  Cornwall,  and  having  subjugated  them,  he  proceeded 
to  make  the  Northern  Britons,^  who  are  separated  from  the 
others  by  an  arm  of  the  sea,  tributary  to  him.    "While  the  ; 
fame  of  these  victories  struck  terror  into  the  rest,  Bernulf 
king  of  the  Mercians,  aiming  at  sometliing  great,  mi 
supposing  it  would  redound  to  lus  glory  if  he  could  remove  , 
tlie  terror  of  others  by  his  own  audacity,  proclaimed  %var 

•  The  early  adventures  of  12^hert  are  found  only  in  Molmesbiury*  H«  . 
due;»  not  obiierve  the  order  in  which  tlic3C  events  happened*  ; 
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agmnst  Egbert,  Deeming  it  disgraceful  to  retreat,  Egbert 
met  him  with  much  spirit,  and  on  tlien  coming  into  action, 
Bemulf  was  defeated  and  fled,   Tliis  battlo  took  place  at 

.Hellendun,  A.D.  824.*  Elated  with  this  success,  the  West 
Saxou  king,  extending  his  views,  in  the  heat  of  victory,  sent 
his  son  Ethelwulf,  with  Alstan,  bishop  of  Sherborne,  and  a 
chosen  band,  into  Kent,  for  the  purpose  of  adding  to  the 
West  Saxon  dominions  that  province^  which  had  eiUier 
grown  indolent  through  long  repose,  or  was  terrified  by  tlie 
i'ame  ot*  his  valoun  These  commanders  observed  tlieir 
ioitructions  efiectually,  for  they  passed  through  every  piut 
of  the  country,  and  driving  Baldred  its  king,  with  Uttle 
difficulty,  beyond  the  river  Thames,  they  subjugated  to  his 
domiuiuii,  in  the  twenty-fourth  year  of  his  reign,  Kent, 
Surrey,  the  vSoutli  Saxons,  and  the  East  Saxons,  wlio  had 
formerly  beeu  under  the  jurisdiction  of  his  predecessors. 
Not  long  after  the  East  Angles,  animated  by  the  support  of 
Egbert,  killed  by  successive  stratagems,  Beniulf  and 
T'Udeean,  kings  of  tlie  Mercians.  Tlie  cause  of  tlieir 
destruction  was,  their  perpetual  incursions,  with  tlieir  usual 
insolence,  on  the  territories  of  others.  Witlilaf  their 
successor,  first  driven  from  his  kingdom  by  Egbert,  and 
aftenvards  admitted  as  a  tributary  prince,  augmented  the 
West  Saxon  sovereignty.  In  the  same  year  the  Northum- 
brians perceiving  that  themselves  only  remained  and  were  a 
conspicuous  object,  and  fearing  lest  he  should  pour  out  la^ 
long-cherished  anger  on  them,  at  last,  though  hite,  gave 
hostages,  and  yielded  to  his  power.  When  he  was  thus 
possessed  of  all  Britain,  the  rest  of  his  life,  a  space  of  nine 
years,  passed  quietly  on,  exc  ept  that,  lUMu  ly  in  his  latter  days, 
a  piratical  band  of  Danes  made  a  dcseent,  and  disturbed  the 
peace  of  the  kingdom.  So  changeable  is  the  lot  of  human 
affairs,  that  he,  who  first  singly  govenied  all  the  Angles, 
could  derive  but  little  satisfaction  from  tlie  obedience  of  liis 
countrymen,  for  a  foreign  enemy  was  perpetually  harassing 

•  The  printed  text  of  the  former  etlitimis  places  tlve  battle  of  llellcndun, 
A.D.  80fJ.  Several  MSS.  havp  one  U'J/i,  ami  two  only  nuptar  to  uil<>[»t 
the  correct  year  024,  na  inserted  above.  These  ore — Tlie  Arumlel  MS. 
No.  35,  Brit.  Mm.  and  the  MS.  in  Trinity  Coll.  Cam.  R.  14.  The  place 
ii  vnriouhly  conjectured:  Wilton  in  Wiluhiro  ;  lliUingUon  in  MiUdlcticxi 
Aiid  utiit  iii^hwortU  in  Wilts* 
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Mm  and  his  descendants.  Against  these  invaders  the  forces 
of  .the  Angles  mado  a  stand,  but  fortune  no  longer  flattered 
the  king  with  her  customary  favours^'but  deserted  him  in  the 
contest :  for,  when,  during  the  greater  part  of  the  day,  he 

iuul  ahiiost  .secured  the  victory,  lie  lost  the  baltly  as  the  sun 
declined  ;  liowever,  by  the  favour  of  darkness,  he  escaped 
the  disgrace  of  being  conquered.  In  the  next  action^  with  a 
small  force,  he  totally  routed  an  immense  multitude.  At 
length,  after  a  reijiri  of  thirty-seven  years  and  seven  months, 
he  departed  this  lite,  and  was  buried  at  Winchester  ;  leaving 
an  ample  fiehl  of  i^lojy  I'ur  his  son,  and  deehiring,  that  he 
must  be  happy,  if  he  was  careful  not  to  destroy,  by  the 
indolence  nntunil  to  his  race,  a  kingdom  that  Iiimself  had 
consolidated  with  such  consummate  industry. 

♦ 

CHAP.  U. 

Of  kinp  Eihelwulf,   [a.d.  839—858.] 

hi  the  year  of  our  Lord's  incarnation  837,*  Ethelwulf,  whom 
some  call  Athulf,  the  son  of  Kgbert,  came  to  the  throne,  and 

reigned  twenty  years  and  five  months.  Mid  by  nature  he 
infinitely  jireferred  a  life  of  tranquillity  to  dominion  over 
many  provinces  ;  and,  finally,  content  with  liis  paternal 
kingdom,  he  bestowed  all  the  rest,  whieh  his  father  Iiad  sub* 
jugated,  on  his  son  Etlielstun ;  of  wliom  it  is  not  known 
when,  or  in  what  manner,  he  died.  He  assisted  Burhred, 
king  of  the  Mercians,  ^yith  an  ai  iny  against  the  l)ri tons,  and 
highly  exulted  hiiu  by  giving  him  his  daughter  in  marriage, 
lie  fre€jucntly  overcame  the  jjiratical  Danes,  who  were  tra» 
versing  the  whole  island  and  infesting  the  coast  with  sudden 
descents,  both  personally  and  by  his  generals  ;  although, 
according*  to  the  ehaiiee  of  wai*,  he  himself  experienced 
great  and  repeated  calamities  ;  London  and  almost  the  whole 
of  Kent  being  laid  waste.  Yet  these  disasters  were  ever 
checked  by  the  alacrity  of  the  king*s  adviser:^,  who  sufieml 
not  the  enemy  to  trespass  with  impunity,  but  fully  avenged  J 
themselves  on  them  by  the  elfeet  uf  tiicii*  united  counsels. 
l  ov  he  possessed  ut  that  time,  two  must  excellent  prelate:^, 

•  M.iliiii'sbury,  in  foUowing  tlio  Saxon  Chronicle,  is  two  yaash  earlier 
than  the  JNorthcrn  Chronicles* 

U 


Digitized  by  Google 


S8  WllXUaC  or  MAUfBSBUBT.  (p.it.«.t» 

« 

St  Swithan  of  Winchester,  and  Euktan  of  Sherborne,  who 

perceivinjT^  the  king  to  be  of  heavy  and  blu^ghh  disposition, 
perpetually  stimulated  him,  by  their  adniouilions,  to  the 
knowledge  of  governing*  Swithun,  disgusted  with  earthly, 
trained  his  master  to  heavenly  pursuits ;  Ealstan,  knowing 
that  the  business  of  the  kingdom  ought  not  to  be  neglected, 
continually  inspirited  him  against  tlie  Danes  :  himself  fur- 
nishing the  exchequer  with  money,  as  well  as  regulating  the 
army.  Any  peruser  of  the  Annals*  will  find  many  affairs 
of  this  kind,  both  entered  on  with  courage,  and  terminated 
with  success  through  his  means.  He  held  his  bishopric 
fifty  years;  bap|)y  in  living  for  so  long  a  space  in  the  prac- 
tice of  good  works.  I  should  readily  commend  him,  hud  he 
not  been  swayed  by  %vorIiIly  avarice,  and  usurped  what  be- 
longed to  others,  when  by  his  intrigues  lie  seized  the  monas- 
tery of  Malmesbury  for  his  own  use.  We  feel  the  miscliief 
of  this  slianiei'ul  cuiuhict  even  to  the  present  day,  although 
the  monastery  has  baiiled  all  similar  violence  i'roni  the  time 
of  his  dcatli  till  now^  when  it  bus  fallen  again  into  like  diili- 
'  coIty«|  Thus  the  accursed  passion  of  avarice  corrupts  the 
human  soul,  and  forces  men,  though  great  and  illustrious 
in  other  respects,  into  hell. 

Ethelwulf,  confiding  in  these  two  supporters,  provided  . 
effectually  for  external  emer^rencies,  and  did  not  neglect  the  • 
interior  concerns  of  his  kingdom.    For  after  the  subjugation 
of  his  enemies,  turning  to  the  establishment  of  God*8  wor- ' 
»lup,  ho  grunted  every  tenth  liide  of  land  wilhin  his  king- 
<lom  to  the  servants  of  Christ,  free  from  all  tribute,  exempt 
ivom  all  services.    But  how  small  a  portion  is  this  of  his  - 
glory  ?   Having  settled  Ids  kingdom,  he  went  to  Kome,  and 
there  offered  to  St.  Peter  that  tribute  which  England  pays  to  . 
this  day,J  bcfoi*e  pope  I»co  the  fourth,  who  hud  also,  formerly, 

•  See  Saxon  Chronicle,  a.d.  823 — ii'2Fy, 

f  Hoj;cr,  hishop  of  Salisbury,  seized  it  in  like  manner  to  hia  own  use, 
4.D.  UlU,  und  held  it  till  hiii  death,  116<l. 

t  Alluding  to  the  Rutnc-scot,  or  Teter'ti-pencc,  a  penny  from  each 
house,  paid  on  the  festival  of  St.  Peter.  Its  on<;in  and  nppIiciUioii  seem 
obscure :  Higden  interpolates  Malmesbury,  as  assigning  its  first  gmnt  to 
ina :  Henry  of  Huntingdon  says,  Oifa.  This  grant  is  supponed  by  S pel- 
man  to  havo  been  made  in  a  Gcnend  Council  of  the  nation.  A  siniiiur 
payment  appears  to  have  been  made  by  other  nations.  It  is  to  1)e  observed 
that  Asser  meutiona  only  Ethelwulf  *a  donation  of  tliree  hundred  mancusek 


Digitized  by  Google 


A.».0i«-4id.]       BU0CESMR8  or  CniintSXAQNS,       ,      .  99 

honourably  recc  ived,  and  anointed  rh  king,  Alfred,*  his  son,  * 
whom  Kthelwulf  hnd  sent  to  liim.  Continuing  there  a  whole 
year,  he  nobly  repaired  the  School  of  the  Anglos,  which, 
acconUng  to  report,  was  first  founded  by  OffHy  kin^  of  tlH^ 
Mercians,  and  had  been  burned  down  the  preceding  year.f 
Rctnrninfj^  Lome  tlirungh  France,  he  married  J.udith,  daugh- 
ter of  Charles,  king  of  the  Franks. 


OP  THE  SUCCESSORS  OP  CHASLE1CAG2IS, 

*  For  Louis  the  Pious,  son  of  Charles  the  Great,  had  four 
sons  ;  Lothaire,  Pepin,  Louis,  and  Charles,  surnanied  the 
Bald ;  of  theso  Lothaire,  even  in  his  father's  life-time, 
usurping  the  title  of  emperor,  reigned  fifteen  years  in  that 
part  of  Germany  situated  near  the  Alps  which  is  now  called 
Lorraine,  that  is,  the  kingdom  of  Lothaire,  and  in  all  Italy 
top^cther  -vvitli  Koine.  In  his  latter  days,  afllicted  with  sick- 
ness, he  renounced  the  world,  lie  was  a  man  by  far  more 
inhuman  than  nil  wlio '  preceded  liim  ;  so  much  so,  as  even 
frequently  to  load  his  own  father  with  chains  in  a  dungeon. 
Louis  indeed  was  of  mild  and  simple  manners,  but  he  was 
unmereilully  persecuted  by  Lothaire,  because  Ermengarda, 
by  whom  he  had  his  first  family,  being  dead,  he  was  doat- 
ingly  fond  of  Charles,  his  son  by  las  second  wife  JudiUi. 

*  AkHcr  relates  that  |Hipo  Leo  Btoud  Hpoti&or  for,  and  confiraicd  Alfrc«I, 

who  had  buen  bciit  to  Ixonic  by  hk  fiithcr  tlio  preceding  year. 

f  The  cnnf]aj»ration  here  named  seems  that  mentioned  hy  Anastnsiu*, 
who  tellH  us,  that,  shortly  after  the  accession  of  Pope  Leo  the  fourth,  a 
fire  broke  out  in  the  Saxoa  street,  but  the  jmpe,  niukinj;  Uie  hI^^'h  of  the 
cruHs  with  iiiii  tingern,  put  a  btop  to  it.  (Anurias,  liibliotli.  p.  31il.)  From 
this  uuthor*8  account  it  appears  to  have  been  a  btreot  or  quarter  of  con- 
siderable extent,  and  near  to  St.  I*(  tcr*s.  Tbcrc  wore  rchaols  of  this  kinii 
helon^ini;  to  various  nations  at  Rome.  M:\tt.\Vcslminster  says  it  win 
founded  by  Ina,  with  the  consent  and  approbation  of  Pope  Orc^^ory,  that 
priewls,  nobles,  prelates,  or  klng.n,  of  the  nation,  iniubt  be  enter-  , 

lained  there  durinj^  their  stay  for  the  purpoiiL*  of  hviiv^  tliorouj;bly  instnicted 
in  the  Cjilbulic  faitlj  ;  for  that,  from  the  time  of  A u^^ustine,  the  doctrine  and 
tchcjolb  ui'  the  J!lri;;libh  liad  l)een  interdicted  by  the  popes  on  account  of  the 
vuriuuh  heresies  which  had  .sprung  up  anion/;  th(»ni  ;  that,  moreover,  I na  be- 
stowed u  penny  from  iucli  htnise,  or  Uome-seot,  for  the  supp<>rt  ol*  these  I 
IH-mons.  (Matt.  West.  A.n.  7*i7.)  It  was  destroyed  by  tire  in  the  year 
J^lti,  aiul  jiariially  n[;aia  a.d.  Our  text,  therefore,  is  at  variance  with 

the  account  ^jivcu  by  AnubtiUiiub,  an  !  ilie  latter  i;*  probably  incorrect, 

II  2 
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Pepn,  uaiher  aon  of  Louia,  had  dominion  in  Aqtiitaine* 
and  Gtscony.    Louis^  the  third  son  of  Loub,  in  addition 

to  Norica,  wliieh  he  had  already,  possessed  the  kingdoms 
which  Ills  father  had  given  him,  that  is  to  say,  Alematiitin, 
Thttriagia,  Austitisla,  Saxony,  and  the  kingdom  of  t!»c  . 
Avaresi  that  is,  the  Huns,  Charles  obtained  the  half  of 
France  on  the  west,  and  all  Neustria,  Brittany,  and  the 
greatest  part  of  Burgundy,  Gothia,  Gascony,  and  Aquitaine, 
Pcpiii  the  iM>n  of  Pepin  being  ejected  tlienee  and  conipcllfd 
to  become  a  monk  in  the  monastery  of  St  Alethard  ;  Avho 
afterwards  escaping  by  flight,  and  returning  into  Aquitaine, 
remained  there  in  concealment  a  long  time ;  but  being  again 
treacherously  deoeived  by  Kanulph  the  governor,  was 
seized,  brought  to  Charles  at  Seulis,  and  doomed  to  perpetual 
exile.  Moreover,  after  the  death  of  the  most  pious  emperor, 
Louis,  Lotbaire,  who  had  been  anointed  emperor  eighteen 
years  before  his  father's  decease,  being  joined  by  Pepin  with 
the  people  of  Aquitaine,  led  an  army  against  his  l>rc)tbers, 
that  is,  Louis,  the  most  pious  king  of  tlie  Bavarians,  and 
Charles,  into  the  county  of  Auxerre  to  a  place  called  Fonte- 
luii  :f  where,  when  the  Franks  with  all  their  subject  nations 
had  been  overwhelmed  by  mutual  slaughter,  Louis  and 
Charh  s  ultimately  triumphed  ;  Tx)tliairc  being  put  to  flight. 
After  tliis  most  sanguinary  conllict,  however,  peace  was 
made  between  them»  and  they  dividcul  the  sovereignty  of  the 
Franks,  as  has  been  mentioned  above.  Lotbaire  had  three 
sons  by  Eriii<  ngan1ii  the  daugliter  of  Hugo  :  first,  Louis,  to 
wiiom  he  committed  the  government  of  the  Romans  and  of 
Italy;  next,  Lotbaire,  to  whom  he  left  the  imperial  crown  ; 
la^itly,  Charles,  to  whom  .he  gave  Provence.  Lothaire  died 
in  the  year  of  our  Lord^s  incarnation  855,  of  his  reign  the 

♦  The  diiiiions  af  France  were  liable  to  eonsiilerahlo  vnriation  :  but  it 
ma^  be  BuHicicut  to  uliaTve,  tluit  AHuituiac  Uiy  between  thu  Uaniniie  atHl 
Loire  $  Vu5conia,  from  the  Garonne  to  the  Pyrenees;  Ootliiu,  from  the 
Pyrenees  along  the  const  to  the  en«tward ;  Austnisia  or  Knst  France,  be* 
sides  various  tracts  beyond  the  Rhine,  lay  between  that  river  and  the 
Meuse;  Neustria  or  West  Fninec,from  the  Channel  to  the  Loiro  with 
the  exception  of  Urittony. 

t  The  battle  of  Fontenai  b  considered  as  the  most  calamitous  in  the 
F^ch  aanals ;  more  than  one  hundred  thousand  men  havinn^,  it  is  said, 
pokhed  in  it.  It  was  fought  on  the  25th  of  J unoj  a.d.  84 1,  a  memorable 
BHHith  ia  the  annals  of  France* 
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thirty-thircL  Charles  his  son,  who  governed  Provence,  sur* 
vived  him  eight  yearsi*  and  then  Louis,  emperor  of  the  Ro- 
mans, and  Lothaire  his  brother,  shared  Iiis  kingdom  of 

Provence.  But  Louis  king  of  the  Norloi,  that  is,  of  the 
Bavarians,  tlie  Hon  of  Louis  the  emperor,  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord's  incarnation  866,  after  the  feast  of  Easter,  divided  his 
kingdom  between  his  sons.  To  Caroloman  he  gave  Norica, 
that  is,  Bavaria,  and  the  marches  bordering  on  the  Sclavo* 
nians  and  tlio  Lombards  ;  to  Louis,  Thuringia,  tlio.  Eastern 
Franks,  and  Saxony;  to  Charles  he  left  Alemannia,  and 
Cumwalla,that  is,  the  county  of  Cornwall.*  Louis  him- 
self reigned  happily  over  his  sons,  in  full  power  for  ten 
years,  and  then  died  in  the  year  of  our  Lord's  incarnation 
876,  when  he  had  reigned  lifty-fuur  years.  Charles  king  of 
tlie  West  Franks,  in  the  thiiiy-sixth  year  of  his  reign,  enter-  . 
ing  Italy,  came  to  oifer  up  liis  pmyers  in  the  church  of  the 
a})ostk3S,  and  was  there  elected  emperor  by  all  the  Roman 
people,  and  consecrated  by  ])ope  John  on  the  25th  of  Decem- 
ber, in  the  year  of  our  Lord's  incarnation  87o.  Thcnee  he 
Iiad  a  prosperous  return  into  Gauh  But  in  the  thirty-eighth 
year  of  his  reign,  and  the  beginning  of  the  third  of  his  im- 
perial dignity,  he  went  into  Italy  again,  and  held  a  conference 
with  pope  John  ;  and  returning  into  Gaul,  he  died,  after 
passing  iMount  Cenis,  on  the  13th  of  Oetohi  r,  in  the  tenth 
of  the  Indiction,  in  the  year  of  our  Xiord  87  7,  and  was  suc- 
ceeded by  his  son  Louis.  Before  the  second  year  of  his 
reign  was  euuipluted  this  Louis  died  in  tlie  pahice  at  Com- 
peigne,  on  the  sixth  before  the  Ides  of  April,  in  the  year  of 
our  Lord  879,  the  twelfth  of  tlie  Indiction.  After  hini  his 
sons,  Louis  and  Caroloman,  divided  his  kingdom.  Of  these, 
Louis  gained  a  victory  over  the  Normans  in  the  district  of  . 
Vimeu,  and  died  soon  after  on  the  12th  of  August,  in  the 
year  of  our  Lord  881,  the  lifleenth  of  the  Indiction,  having 
reigned  two  years,  three  months,  and  twenty-four  days.  He 
was  succeeded  in  Iiis  government  by  his  brother  Caroloman, 
who,  after  reigning  tln*ee  years  and  six  days,  was  wounded 
by  a  wiUl  boart  in  the  forest  of  Iveline,  in  Mount  Lricus. 

*  Comu-guallia,  i.e.  the  Horn  of  Gaul  from  the  projectioa  of  Brit- 

Uixy.  '  ' 

t  Sonic  |)ftHeml  that  he  wab  accidcuUiUy  wouniled  by  licrtholdc,  one  of 
liL>  HticuduaU}  2  and  tliat  tlw  btury  of  thp  boar  watt  ixivcutcd  iu  order  to 
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He  departed  this  life  in  the  yeur  of  oar  Lord  884»  the  seeond 
'  of  the  Indictiony  the  24th  of  .Deeember,    Hext  Charles  king 

of  the  Suavi,  the  son  of  Louid  king  of  the  Norici,  assumed 
the  joint  empii-e  of  the  Fninks  and  Romans,  in  the  year  of 
the  Incarnate  Word  885,  the  third  of  the  Xndiction  ;  who8o 
Tision,  as  I  think  it  worth  preserving,  I  here  subjoin : 

^In  the  name  of  God  must  high,  the  King  of  kings. 
Ii  Clmrlca  by  the  free  gift  of  God,  enii>cror,  king  of  the  Ger- 
mans, patrician  of  the  Romans,  and  emperor  of  tlie  Frank.'*, 
oa  the  sucred  night  of  the  Lord's  day,  after  duly  performing 
the  holy  service  of  the  evening,  went  to  the  bed  of  rest  ami 
aaugkl  the  steep  of  quietude,  there  canio  a  tremendous  voice 
to  me,  saying,  '  Charles,  thy  spirit  shall  shortly  depart  from 
thee  for  a  considerable  time  :*  imuiediatdy  I  was  rapt  in  the 
spirit,  and  he  who  carried  me  away  in  the  spirit  was  most 
gbrious  to  behold.  In  his  hand  he  held  a  clue  of  thread 
emitting  a  beam  of  purest  light,  such  as  comets  shed  when 
they  appear.  This  he  began  to  unwind,  and  said  to  me,  *  Take 
the  thread  of  this  brilliant  clue  ami  bind  and  tie  it  firmly  on 
tlie  tlmmb  of  thy  right  hand,  for  thou  shalt  be  led  by  it 
through  the  inextricable  punishments  of  the  infernal  regions." 
Saying  this,  he  went  before  mc,  quickly  unrolling  the  thread 
of  the  brilliant  clue,  and  led  me  into  very  deep  and  fiery 
valleys  which  were  full  of  pits  boiling  with  pitch,  and  brim- 
stone, and  lead,  and  wax,  and  grease.  There  I  found  the 
Ubho|)s  of  my  fatlier  and  of  my  uncles  :  and  when  in  terror 
I  asked  them  why  they  Avcrc  sullcriiig  such  dreadful  tor- 
ments ?  they  replied,  ^  We  were  the  bishops  of  your  father 
and  of  your  uncles,  and  instead  of  preaching,  and  admoui^&h* 
ing  them  and  their  people  to  peace  and  concord,  as  was  our 
duty,  we  were  the  sowers  of  discord  and  the  fomenters  of 
evil.  Oa  this  account  we  are  now  biiiaing  in  these  infernal 
torments,  together  with  other  lovers  of  slaughter  and  of 
rapine  ;  and  hither  also  will  your  bishops  and  ministers  come, 
who  now  delight  to  act  as  we  did.'  While  I  was  fearfully 
listening  to  this,  behold  the  blackest  demons  came  flying 
about  me,  with  fiery  claws  endeavouring  to  snatch  away  the 
threiid  of  life  which  I  held  in  my  hand,  and  to  draw  it  to 
them ;  but  repelled  by  the  rays  of  the  clue,  they  were  unable 

screen  liim  from  piumhment*  Malmcttbuty,  however,  follows  Aiider,  tho 
^uu  Chron.,  6(c* 


Digitized  by  GoogI 


♦ 


Ajt.m.'i  0fiABUBS*8  Tinoir;  103 

to  touch  it.  Next  running  behind  me,  they  tried  to  gripe 
me  in  their  cla\v3  and  cast  me  headlong  into  those  sulphu- 
reous pits  :  but  mjr  conductor,  who  carried  the  clue,  threw  a 
tliread  of  light  over  my  shouldera,  and  doubling  it,  drew  me 
strongly  after  him,  and  in  this  manner  we  ascended  lofty 
fiery  mountains,  from  which  arose  lakes,  and  burning  rivers, 
and  all  kinds  of  burning  metals,  wherein  T  found  immersed 
innumerable  souU  of  the  vassals  and  princes  of  my  father 
and  brothers,  some  up  to  the  hair,  others  to  the  cliin,  and 
others  to  the  middle,  who  mournfully  cried  out  to  me,  <  While 
wc  were  living,  we  were,  together  with  you,  and  your  fiitlier, 
and  brothers,  and  uncles,  fund  of  buttle,  and  slaughter,  and 
plunder,  through  lust  of  earthly  things :  wherefore  we  now 
undergo  putMshment  in  tlu^se  boiling  rivers,  and  in  various 
kindd  of  liquid  metal/  While  I  was,  with  the  greatest 
alann,  attending  to  these,  I  heard  some  souls  behind  me  cry- 
ing out,  *  The  great  will  und(»rgo  still  greater  torment.*  1 
looked  back  and  beheld  on  the  banks  of  the  boiling  river, 
furnaces  of  pitch  and  brimstone^  filled  with  great  dragons^ 
and  scorpions,  and  different  kinds  of  serpents,  where  I  also 
saw  some  of  my  father's  nobles,  some  of  my  own,  aild  of 
those  of  my  broth(»rs  and  of  my  uncles,  who  said,  *  Ala«, 
Chai'les,  you  see  what  dreadful  torments  we  undergo  on 
account  of  our  malice,  and  pride,  and  the  evil  counsel  wliicli 
we  gave  to  our  kings  and  to  you,  for  lust*s  sake.*  When  I 
could  not  help  groaning  mournfully  at  this,  the  dragons  ran  . 
at  me  with  open  jaws  filled  with  fire,  and  brimstone,  and 
pitch,  and  tried  to  swallow  me  up.  My  conductor  then 
tripled  the  thread  of  the  clue  around  me,  which  by  the 
splendour  of  its  rays  overcame  their  fiery  throats  :  he  then 
pulled  me  with  greater  violence,  and  we  descended  into  a 
valley,  which  was  in  one  part  dark  and  burning  like  a  fiery 
furnace,  but  in  another  so  extremely  enchanting  and  glorious, 
that  I  cannot  describe  it.  I  turned  myself  to.  the  dark  jiart 
which  emitted  flames,  and  there  I  saw  some  kings  of  my  nice 
ill  extreme  torture;  at  which,  affrighted  Liyond  measure  an<I 

•  reduced  to  great  distress,  I  expected  that  I  should  be  imme. 
diately  thrown  into  these  torments  by  some  very  black  giants, 
who  made  the  valley  blaze  with  every  kind  of  (lame.    I  trem* 

.  bled  very  much,  and,  the  thread  of  the  clue  of  light  assisting 
my  eyes,  I  saw,  oa  the  side  of  the  valley,  the  light  somewhat  - 
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brightening^  and  two  foontains  flowing  out  tlienM :  one  was 
extremely  hot ;  the  other  clear  and  luke-waroi  >  two  Lirgi^  . 
caski  wero  there  besides.  When,  guided  by  the  thread  of 
light,  I  proceeded  thitheri  I  looked  into  the  vessel  containing 
boiUng  water»  and  saw  my  father  Iiouisi  standing  therdn  up  to 
hb  th^h&  Ue  was  dreadfully  oppressed  with  pain  and  agony, 
and  said  to  me, '  Fear  not,  my  lord  Cliarles ;  I  know  that  your 
spirit  will  again  return  into  your  body,  and  that  Grod  hath 
permitted  you  to  eome  hithert  that  you  uiight  see  for  what 
crimes  myself  and  all  whom  you  have  beheld,  undergo  these 
torments*  One  day  I  am  bathed  in  tho  boiUng  ctisk  ;  next  I 
pass  into  that  other  delightful  water ;  which  is  effected  by 
the  prayers  of  St,  Peter  and  St.  Ueniip^ius,  under  whose  pa- 
tronage our  royal  race  has  hitheito  reigned.  But  if  you,  and 
my  faithful  bishops  and  abbats,  and  the  whole  ecclesiastical 
order  will  quickly  assist  me  with  masses,  prayers  and  psalms, 
and  almsy  and  vigils,  I  shall  shortly  be  released  from  the 
punishment  of  the  boiling  water.  For  my  brother  Lothaire 
and  his  son  Louis  have  had  these  punishineuts  i-emitted  by  . 
the  prayers  of  St.  Peter  and  St.  Kemiglus,  and  have  now 
entered  into  the  joy  of  God's  paradise/  lie  then  said  to  me, 
'Look  on  your  left  hand  and  when  I  had  done  so,  I  saw 
two  very  deep  casks  Wiling  furiously.  *  Thi:De*'  sajd  he, 
*  are  prepared  fur  yuu,  if  you  do  not  amend  und  riipcnt  of  . 
jour  atrocious  crimes.'  I  then  began  to  be  dreml  fully  atVtiid, 
and  when  my  conductor  saw  my  spirit  thus  temlied,  ho  said 
to  me,  *  Follow  me  to  the  right  of  that  mast  i*esplendent 
valley  of  pai-adise.*  .As  we  proceeded,  I  beheld  my  unele 
Lotluiire  sitting  in  excessive  brigiunessi  in  comp;uiy  with 
glorious  kings,  on  a  topaz-stone  of  uncommon  size,  ci*owiied 
with  a  precious  diadem :  and  near  liim,  his  son  Louis  crowned 
in  like  manner.  Seeing  me  near  at  hand  he  eidled  me  to 
him  in  a  kind  voiee,  saying,  *  Come  to  me,  Charles,  now  my 
tlurd  successor  in  the  empire  of  the  Romans ;  1  know  that 
you  have  passed  tlirough  the  ]dace  of  punishment  wh(u*e  your 
iUtlter,  my  brother,  is  placed  in  the  baths  appointed  for  liim ; 
.but,  by  the  mercy  of  God,  he  Avill  be  shortly  liberated  from 
those  punishments  as  we  have  been,  by  the  nitrits  of  St. 
Peter  and  the  prayers  of  St.  liemigius,  to  wliom  God  iiath 
^ven  a  special  charge  over  the  kings  and  people  of  the 
Franks^  and  unless  he  shall  continue  to  favour  and  assist  the 
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dregs  of  our  fimilyi  our  race  most  shortlj  eease  bjoth  from 
the  kingdom  and  the  empire.   Enow,  moreover,  tliat  the  rule 

of  the  empire  will  be  shortly  taken  out  of  your  Imiid,  nor 
>vill  you  long  survive.  Then  Louis  turning  to  mc,  sjiid,  'The 
empire  which  you  have  hitherto  held  hy  hereditary  right, 
Louis  the  son  of  my  daughter  is  to  assume.'  So  saying, 
there  seemed  immcdiaiely  to  appear  before  me  a  little  child, 
and  Lothuire  his  grandfather  looking  upon  him,  said  to  me, 
Tliis  infant  si*enis  to  be  such  an  one  as  tluit  which  the  Lord 
set  in  the  midst  of  the  disciples,  and  said,  ^\0f  such  is  the 
kingdom  of  God,  I  say  unto  you,  that  theii*  angels  do  always 
.  liehold  the  face  of  my  father  who  is  in  heaven/'  But  do  you 
Lc^towon  him  tlie  empire  by  that  thread  of  the  clue  which 
yoa  hold  in  your  hand/  I  then  untied  the  thread  iVum  the 
t]uuiib  of  my  right  hand,  and  gave  him  the  whole  mouurchy 
of  the  empire  by  that  thi*ead,  and  immediately  the  entire 
clue,  like  a  brilliant  sun-beam,  became  rolled  up  in  his  hand. 
Tliu.^,  after  this  wonderful  transaction,  my  spirit,  extremely 
wearied  and  nflViglitcd,  returned  into  my  body.  TherefoR*, 
hi  all  per^sons  know  willingly  or  unwillingly,  forasmuch  as, 
nceording  to  the  will  of  God,  the  wlude  empire  of  the  liomans 
will  revert  into  his  hands,  and  that  I  cannot  pi*evail  against 
hini,  compelled  ]»y  the  conditions  of  tliis  my  calling,  that  God, 
wlio  is  the  rider  of  the  living  and  the  dead,  will  both  com- 
plete atul  establish  this  ;  whoae  eternal  kiugdom  remaius  fur 
ever  and  ever,  ameri.** 

The  vision  itself,  and  the  partition  of  the  kingdoms,  I  have 
inserted  in  tlie  very  words  1  lound  tliem  in.*  This  Clutrles, 
then,  had  scarcely  discharged  the  unitt^d  duties  of  the  euii>irc 
and  kingdom  lor  two  years,  wlien  Cliarles,  the  son  of  Louis 
who  died  at  Compeigne,  succeeded  him:  this  is  the  Charles 
•  who  married  the  daughter  of  Edward,  king  of  England,  and 
gave  Normandy,  to  Hollo  with  his  daughter  Gisla,  who  was 
tlui  surety  of  peace  and  pledge  of  the  treaty.  To  this 
Charles,  in  the  empire,  succeeded  Arnulph;  a  king  of  the 
imperial  line,  tutor  of  tliat  young  I^ouis  of  whom  the  vision 
above  rceited  8|>eaks.  Arnulph  dying  after  fifteen  years,  this 
Louis  succeeded  him,  at  whose  death,  one  Conrad,  king  of  the 

*  Thii  vision  it  copied  from  IlariuUb^s  Chionlck*,  )iK  iii.  cap*  21*  The 
Annals  ascribed  to  Aaser  ate  tfiute  the  vision^  sub  annq  880.— Mr* 
Jiardn^s  Xote,  vof.  I.  p.  160.  . 
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TeutonianSi  obtained  the  sovereigntj.  Hui  son  Henry,  who 
succeeded  him»  sent  to  Athelstan  king  of  the  Angles,  for  his 
two  sisters,  Aldgitha  and  Edgithu,  the  latter  of  whom  he 

married  to  his  son  Otho,  the  former  to  a  certain  duke  near 
the  Alps.  Thus  the  empire  of  the  Romans  and  the  kingdom 
<^  the  Franks  being  severed  from  their  ancient  unioui  the 
one  is  governed  hy  emperors  and  the  other  by  kings.  But 
as  I  have  wandered  wide  from  my  purpose,  wlnlst  indulging 
in  tracing  the  descent  of  the  illustrious  kings  of  t!ic  Franks, 
I  will  now  return  to  the  course  I  had  begun^  and  to  Ethel- 
wulf. 

On  Ids  return  after  his  yearns  peregrination  and  marriage^ 
with  the  daughter  of  Charles  the  Bald,  as  I  have  said,  he 

found  the  dispositions  of  some  persons  contrary  to  his  ex- 
pectations. For  Ethelbald  his  son,  and  Ealstan  bishop  of 
Sherborne,  and  Enulph  earl  of  Somerset  conspiring  against 
him,  endeavoured  to  eject  him  from  the  sovereignty ;  but 
through  the  intervention  of  maturer  counsel,  the  kingdom 
was  divided  between  the  father  and  his  son.  Thi.s  pai  iition 
was  extremely  unequal ;  for  malignity  was  so  far  successful 
that  the  western  portion^  which  was  the  better,  was  allotted 
to  the  son,  the  castcnii  which  was  the  worse,  fell  to  the 
father.  He,  however,  witli  incredible  forbearance,  dreading 
**a  worse  than  civil  war,*'  calmly  gave  wiiy  to  liis  son,  re- 
straining, by  a  conciliatory  harangue,  the  people  Avho  had 
a,ssimblcd  for  tho  purpose  of  as^serting  his  dignity.  And 
though  all  this  quarrel  arose  on  account  of  his  foreign  wif(% 
yet  he  held  her  in  tlie  highest  estimation,  and  used  to  place 
her  on  the  throne  near  himself,  contrary  to  the  AVest  Saxon* 
custom.  For  that  people  never  suffered  the  king's  consort 
either  to  be  seated  by  the  king  or  fo  be  honoured  witii  the 
appellation  of  queen,  on  account  of  the  depravity  of  Ead- 
burga,  daughter  of  Offa,  king  of  the  Mercians ;  who,  as  we 
have  before  mentioned,  being  married  to  Bertrie,  king  of  the 
West  Saxons,  used  to  persuade  him,  a  tender-hearted  man, 
as  they  report,  to  the  destruction  of  the  innocent,  and  would 
herself  take  off  by  poison  those  against  whom  her  aecusa-* 
ti<Mis  failed.  This  was  exemplified  in  the  case  of  a  youth 
much  beloved  by  the  king,  whom  she  made  away  with  in 
this  manner:  and  immediately  afterwards  Bertrie  fell  sick, 
wasted  away  and  died,  from  having  previously  drunk  of  the 
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Mine  potion,  unknown  to  the  queen.   The  rumour  of  tliii 

gettlug  abroad,  drove  the  poisoner  from  the  kingdom.  Pro* 

cceding  to  Charles  the  Great,  happene<l  to  find  liim 
standing  with  one  of  hig  sons,  and  after  offering  him  pre-. 
seotSy  the  emperor,  in  a  playful,  jocose  manner,  commanded 
her  to  cliooflo  wiiich  ahe  liked  best,  himself,  or  his  son. 
Eadburga  choosing  the  young  man  for  his  blooming  beauty* 
Cliarkd  replied  with  some  emotion,  "  Had  you  chosen  me, 
yoii  shouhl  have  hud  my  son,  but  since  you  have  chosen  liim,  * 
you  shall  have  neither,*'  lie  then  placed  her  in  a  monastery  . 
wlierc  she  might  pass  her  lite  in  splendour;  but,  soon  after, 
finding  her  guilty  of  incontinence  he  expelled  her.*  Struck 
with  this  instance  of  depravity,  the  Saxons  framed  the  regu- 
lation I  have  alluded  to,  though  Ethel wulf  invalidated  it  by 
his  afTectionatc  kindness.  He  made  his  will  a  few  months 
before  he  died,  in  which,  after  the  division  of  the  kingdom 
between  his  sons  Etiielbald  and  Ethelbert,  he  set  out  the 
dowry  of  his  daughter,  and  ordered,  that,  till  the  end  of 
time,  one  poor  piTSon  should  be  clothed  and  fed  from  every 
tenth  hide  of  his  inheritance,  and  that  every  year,  three 
hundred  mancas  of  goldf  should  be  sent  to  Rome,  of  which 
one-third  should  be  given  to  St.  Peter,  another  to  St.  Paul 
for  lamps,  and  the  other  to  the  pope  for  distribution.  He 
died  two  years  after  he  came  from  Kome,  and  was  buried  at 
AVinchester  in  the  cathedral.  But  that  I  may  return  from 
iny  digression  to  my  proposed  series,  T  shall  hero  subjoin  the 
cliarter  of  ecclesiastical  immunities  which  he  granted  to  all 
England. 

"Our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  reigning  for  evermore.  Since 
wc  perceive  tliat  perilous  times  are  pressing  on  \\%  that 
there  arc  in  our  days  hostile  burnings,  and  plunderiugs 
of  our  wealth,  and  most  cruel  depredations  by  devastating 
enemies,  and  many  tribulations  of  barbarous  and  pagan  na- 
tions, threatening  even  our  destruction:  therefore  I  Ethel- 
wulf  kini:r  of  the  West  Saxons,  with  the  advice  of  my 
bishops  and  nobility,  have  established  a  wholesome  counsel 

*  Asser  had  conversed  with  many  persons  who  afterwards  saw  her  hcs* 

^ng  for  a  subsistence  in  Pa  via,  where  ahe  died. 

f  One  hundred  were  for  the  pope,  and  the  other  two  hundred  to  be 
divided  Itctwecn  the  churches  of  St.  Tcter  and  St*  I'auli  to  provido  lighU 
oa  Eaater-cve. 
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and  general  remedy.  1  hare  decided  that  there  shall  be 
given  to  the  servants  of  God,  whether  mule  or  female  or  lay- 
men/ a  certain  hereditary  portion  of  the  lands  possessed  by 
pei^ns  of  every  degree^  that  is  to  saji  tho  tenth  manseit'^ 
but  where  it  is  less  than  this,  then  the  tenth  part ;  that  it 
may  be  exonerated  from  all  secular  services,  all  royal  tri- 
butes great  and  small,  or  those  taxes  wldch  we  call  Witere- 
den.  And  let  it  be  free  from  all  things,  for  the  release  of  • 
our  souls,  that  it  may  be  applied  to  6od*s  service  alone, 
exempt  from  expeditions,  the  building  of  bridges,  or  of  forts ; 
iu  order  that  they  may  more  diligently  pour  forth  their 
prayer.-j  to  God  for  ur^  without  (iea.siug,  inasmuch  as  wc  liave 
ia  some  measure  alleviated  their  service.  JSloreover  it  hath 
pleased  Ealstan  bishop  of  Sherborne,  and  Switlmn  bishop 
of  Winchester,  with  their  abbats  and  the  servants  of  God, 
to  appoint  that  all  our  bretliren  and  sisters  at  caeh  church, 
every  week  on  the  day  of  Mercury,  tliat  is  to  say,  Wethics- 
<]iiy,  should  sing  fifty  psalms,  and  every  priest  two  masses, 
one  for  king  Ktlielwulf,  and  another  for  his  nobility,  eon- 
beating  to  this  gift,  for  the  pardon  and  alleviation  of  their 
sius;  for  the  king  while  living,  they  shall  say,  *Let  us 
pray:  O  God,  who  justiftest.*  For  the  nobility  while  living, 
*Sti*ctch  fortli,  O  Lord/  After  they  are  dead;  for  the  de- 
parted king,  singly:  for  the  departed  nobility,  in  common: 
and  let  tlus  be  firmly  appointed  for  all  the  times  of  Ciu*is- 
tianity,  in  like  manner  as  that  immunity  is  appointed,  so 
long  as  faitli  shall  increase  in  the  nation  of  the  Angles 
This  cliarter  of  donation  was  Avritten  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord's  incarnation  844,$  tho  fourth  of  the  indiction,  and  on 
the  nones,  i,  e.  the  fifth  day  of  November,  in  the  city  of 
Winchester,  in  the  ehurch  of  St.  Peter,  bcfor(»,  the  high 
altar,  and  they  have  done  this  for  the  honour  of  St.  Micliael 

*  Ingull^  who  likewise  giw  this  ehaiter,  reads,  ^laldi  miseris,'*  the 

poor  laity. 

f  Manse  implies  generally  a  dwelling  and  a  certain  quantity  of  land  an- 
nexed; ftomctimcs  it    Mynouymous  with  a  hide,  or  plough-land. 

X  Ingulf  has  A.D.  855:  3  indict,  which  agrees  with  Asser,  who  n^^nl^ia 
that  year  for  the  g^ant.  It  appears  to  he  the  charter  which  Malmeabury 
hcfure  refl'rred  to  on  tho  king't*  going  to  Ilonie,  and  lum  given  riap  to  much 
CDHtroversy;  gome  holding  that  it  conveyed  the  tithes  of  the  land  only, 
while  othiLW  maintain  that  it  was  an  aotual  transfer  of  the  tenth  part  of  all 
Imla  in  the  kingdom.   See  Carte,  vuL  i.  21^ 3.    liutii  ojiinioab  arc  attended 
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the  arcbangel,  imd  of  St  Maiy  the  glorious  queen,  the 

*  mother  of  God,  and  alao  for  the  honour  of  St.  Peter  the 
chief  of  the  apostles^  and  of  our  most  h(Ay  father  pope 
Gregory,  aiul  all  saiuts.  And  then,  for  greater  security, 
king  Ethelwulf  placed  the  charter  on  the  altar  of  St.  Peter, 
and  the  biahops  received  it  iu  behalf  of  God*8  holy  iaith, 
and  afterwards  transmitted  it  to  iiU  cliurches  in  their  dio- 
ceses according  to  the  above-cited  form." 

From  this  king  the  Englisli  chronietes  trace  the  line  of  the 
generation  of  their  kin^s  upwards,  even  to  Adain,  as  we 
know  Luke  the  evangelist  has  dt»ne  with  respect  to  our  Lord 
Jesus;  and  whieli,  perhaps,  it  will  not  be  superfluous  for  ine 
to  do,  though  it  is  to  be  apprehended^  that  the  utterance  of 
barbai*ous  names  may  shock  the  ears  of  persons  unused  to 
theia.  Ethelwulf  was  the  son  of  Egbert,  Kgliert  of  Elniund, 
I'-lmund  of  Eafa,  Eafarof  Eojipa,  Eoppa  was  the  son  of  Ingild, ' 
the  brother  of  king  Ina,  who  were  both  sons  of  Keured ; 
Kenred  iif  Ceohvald,  Ceolwald  of  Cutha,  Cutha  of  Cuthwin^ 
Cuthwin  of  Coawlin,  Ceawlin  of  Cjmric,  Cynric  of  Creoding, 

*  Creoding  of  Cerdie,  wlio  was  the  first  king  of  the  West 
Saxons;  Cerdic  of  Klesa,  Elesa  of  Esla,  Esla  of  (itwis, 
Giiwis  of  Wig,  Wig  of  Freawin,  Freawin  of  Fritluigar, 
Kritliogar  of  Brond,  Brond  of  Beldeg,  Beldeg  of  Woden ; 
and  from  him,  as  we  liave  often  remarked,  proceeded  the 
kuigs  of  iiKiny  nations.    Wodt  n  was  tlie        of  Frithowald, 

^  .  Fritliowald  of  Frealaf,  Frealaf  of  Finn,  Finn  of  Godwulf, 
Godwulf  of  Geat,  Gcat  of  Tietwa,  Toitwa  of  Beaw,  Beaw  of 
Secldi,  Scehli  of  Seeaf ;  who,  as  some  affirm,  was  driven  on 
a  certain  island  in  Germany,  called  Scamphta,  (of  which 

*  Jui  uiindes,*  the  Idstorian  of  th(.'  Goths,  speaks,)  a  little  In^y 
in  a  skitf,  without  any  attendant,  nsle.ep,  witli  a  handful  of 
corn  at  his  head,  whence  lie  was  called  Seeaf;  and,  on 
account  of  his  singular  appearance,  being  well  received  by 

with  considerable  difllicuUiet.  ^Ir.  Curtc  very  iniidvcrtently  imagines  iha 
cliurter  uaU  tho  copy  in  Ingulf  to  be  distinet  grants :  the  hitter  being,  he 
,  wiys,  n  eonfirniation  and  extension  of  the  former,  after  Klhehvulf  *s  return 
from  Uomc:  but  the  false  date  in  Malmesbury  is  of  no  importanee,  some 
MSS.  having  eveu  814,  and  was  the  year  of  his  departure^  not  of  his 
return, 

•  Jordanes,  or  JornandeH,  >v:<8  secretary  to  tlic  kin^s  of  the  Gothti  in 
Italy,  He  wnu  nllerwards  bi^Vmp  of  Kavc'una,  niul  wrote,  J)e  Kcbui 
OolhioiMi  and  aUoj  Ve  Kvymrum  el  Timj)urutn  JiluaxitsiQnif.^JIiini^. 
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the  men  of  that  country,  and  carefully  educated,  in  his  riper 
age  he  reigned  in  a  town  which  was  called  Slaswic,  but  at 

present  Ilaitheby  ;  which  country,  called  old  Anglia,  wlience 
the  Angles  came  into  Britain,  is  situated  between  the  Saxons 
and  the  Gioths.  '  Sceaf  was  the  son  of  Hcremod,  Jleremod 
of  Itermon,  Itermon  of  Hathra,  Uathra  of  Ouala,  Guala  of 
Bedwig,  Bedwig  of  Streaf,  and  he,  as  they  say,  was  the  son 
of  Noah,  bom  in  the  Ark«^ 

CHAPTER  in. 

QfEikslbM,  Sthelheri,.  and  Eihgtred^  som  of  EihelwufA 

[A.D.  868— 872.] 

In  the  year  of  our  Lord  857,  f  the  two  sons  of  Ethelwulf 
divided  their  paternal  kingdom  ;  Ethelbald  reigned  in  West 

Saxony,  and  Ethelbert  iu  Kent.  Ethelbald,  base  and  per- 
fidious, defiled  the  bed  of  his  father  hy  niarryin^^,  after  his. ' 
decease,  Judith  his  step-mother.  Dying,  however,  at  the 
end  five  years,  and  being  interred  at  Sherborne,  the  whole 
government  devolved  upon  his  brother.  In  his  time  a  band 
of  pirates  landinji^  at  Soutlianipton,  proceeded  to  ])lnnder  the 
populous  city  of  Winchester,  but  soon  after  being  ijpiritecliy 
repulsed  by  the  king's  generals,  and  suiTering  considerable 
loss,  they  put  to  sea,  and  coasting  round,  chose  the  Isle  of 
Thanet,  in  Kent,  for  their  winter  quarters.  The  people  of 
Kent,  giving  hostages,  and  jn-uiiiising  a  .sum  of  inon<»y,  would 
have  remained  quiet,  had  not  these  pirates,  breaking  the 
treaty,  laid  waste  the  wliolc  district  by  nightly  predatory 
excursions,  but  roused  by  this  conduct  they  mustered  a  force 
and  drove  out  the  truee^breakers.  Moreover  Ethelbert, 
having  ruled  llie  kingdom  with  vigour  and  with  mildness, 

•  A  similar  list  of  the  penealog^y  of  the  West  Saxon  kings,  will  be 
found  in  the  Saxon  Chroiiicle,  a.d. 

f  Malmesbury's  Chronology  to  the  accession  of  Edward  tlie  J'^lder,  ia  a 
year  later  than  iha  Saxon  Chronicle,  Asscr,  and  Florence  of  Worccbter. 
His  computation  rests  on  fixing  the  death  of  Ethelwulf  in  857,  who  went 
to  Rome  in  855,  stayed  there  a  year,  and  died  In  the  second  year  after  his 
return.  AUowing;  ten  years  for  Ethelbald  and  Ethdbert,  it  brings  the 
accension  of  Ethelrcil  to  067,  and  live  years  added  to  this  give  872  for 
Alfired's  accession.  After  the  death  of  Ethelbotd  Judith  returned  to 
f^ronce*  She  left  no  ehihlren ;  but  marrying  afterwards  Ualdwin»  count  f>f 
FkuKlcrs,  she  bore  him.  Matilda,  wife  of  William  the  Conqueror. 
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piiid  tbo  dobt  of  naturo  after  flvo  ycai^  and*  was  burled  at 

*  Sherborne. 

In  the  year  of  our  Lord  867,  Ethelred,  tlie  son  of  Ethel- 
wulf,  obtained  his  paternal  kingdom,  and  ruled  it  for  the 
game  number  of  years  as  his  brothera*  Surely  it  Avould  be  a 
pitiable  and  grievous  destiny,  that  all  of  them  should  perish 
by  an  early  death,  unless  it  is,  that  in  such  a  tciiipcst  of 
t^vils,  these  royal  youths  should  prefer  an  honourable  end  to 
H  painful  government.  Indeed,  so  bravely  and  so  vigorously 
did  they  contend  for  their  country,  that  it  was  not  to  be  im*- 
puted  to  them  that  their  valour  did  not  succeed  in  its  design. 
.  Finally,  it  is  related,  that  this  king  was  personally  engaged 
ill  ho.stile  conflict  against  the  enemy  nine  times  in  one  year, 
with  various  success  indeed,  but  for  the  most  part  victor,  ; 
besides  suddeA  attacks,  in  which,  from  his  skill  in  warfare, 
he  frequently  worsted  those  sti'agglhig  depredators.  In  these  ; 
several  actions  the  Danes  lost  nine  earls  and  one  king,  be- 
slides  conmion  people  innumerable. 

One  battle  memorable  beyond  all  the  rest  was  that  which 
took  place  at  Eschendun.*    The  Danes,  having  collected  an 
army  at  this  place,  divided  it  into  two  liodios  ;  their  two  : 
kings  conunaiuled  the  one,  all  tlii^ir  earls  the  other.  Ethelred 
drew  near  with  his  brother  Alfred.    It  fell  to  the  lot  of 
Ethelred  to  o}>pose  the  kings,  while  AliVed  was  to  attack  the 
earls*   Both  armies  eagerly  prepared  for  battle,  but  night 
approaching  deferred  the  conflict  till  the  ensuing  day. 
Scarcely  had  the  morning  dawucJ  ere  iVlfreil  Avas  ready  at  • 
his  post,  but  his  brother,  intent  on  his  devotions,  had  re-  ; 
niained  in  bis  tent ;  and  vrhan  urged  on  by  a  message  that 
the  pagans  were  rushing  for^vard  with  unbounded  fury,  he  < 
declared  that  he  should  not  move  a  .<tep  till  his  religious  ser-  | 
vices  were  ended.    This  ]>iety  of  the  King         of  infinite 
advantaire  to  his  brother,  who  was  too  impetuous  from  the 
thoughtlcssne&s  of  youth,  and  had  already  far  advanced. 
The  battalions  of  the  Angles  were  now  giving  way,  and 
.  even  bordeiiiig  on  flight>  in  consequence  uf  their  adversaries 
pressing  upon  them  from  the  higlier  ground,  for  the  Chris- 
tians were  fighting  in  an  unfavourable  situation,  wlien  the 

•  Suppof»c»l  Aston,  ncnr  WaJlinj^ford,  Berks.    Otliora  ttiink  AHhonilon  in  j 
I'ucks.   Tito  T.utin  and  Saxon  names,  Alons  Frajtinip  and  Esctieo-dun, 
icero  to  favour  the  latter,  « 
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king  himself,  signed  with  the  cross  of  God,  unexpectedly 
hastened  forward,  dispersing  the  enemy,  and  rallying  his 
subjects.  The  Danes,  terrified  equally  by  his  courage  and 
the  £vine  manifestation,  consulted  their  safety  by  flight. 

Here  fell  Oseg  their  kinp:,  five  eails,  and  an  innumerable 
multitude  of  common  people. 

The  reader  will  be  careful  to  observe  that  during  this 
tiibe^  the  kings  of  the  Mercians  and  of  the  Northumbrianft, 
eagerly  seizing  the  opportunity  of  the  arrival  of  the  Danes, 
with  whom  Kthelred  was  fully  occupied  in  llglitinj^,  and 
somewhat  relieved  f  rom  their  bondage  to  the  West  Saxons, 
had  nearly  regained  their  original  power.  All  the  provinee.%^ 
therefore,  were  laid  waste  by  eruel  depredations,  because 
each  king  chose  ratlier  to  resist  the  enemy  within  liis  own 
territories,  than  to  assist  his  neighbours  in  tlieir  diiricultios  ; 
and  thus  prefennng  to  avenge  injury  rather  than  to  preveiit 
it,  they  ruined  their  country  by  their  senseless  conduct.  The 
Danes  acquired  strength  Avithout  impediment,  whilst  the 
apprehensions  of  the  inhabitants  increased,  aiid  each  suc- 
cessive victory,  from  the  addition  of  captives,  became  the 
means  of  obtaining  another.  The  country  of  the  East 
Angles,  together  with  their  cities  and  villages,  was  possessed 
hy  these  plunderers  ;  its  king,  St.  Kdnaind,  slain  by  thoui  in 
the  year  of  our  Lord's  incarnation  870,  on  the  tentli  of 
November,  purchased  an  ctc:rnal  kingdom  by  putting  oil*  this 
mortal  life.  The  Mercians,  often  harassed,  alleviated  their 
afllietions  by  giving  hostages.  The  Ntirtliumbrians,  long 
embroiled  in  civil  dissensions,  made  up  their  dilleri'nces  on 
the  approach  of  the  enemy.  Replacing  0;>bert  their  king, 
whom  they  hind  expelled,  upon  the  throne,  and  collecting  a 
powerful  force,  they  went  out  to  meet  the  foe ;  but  being 
easily  repelled,  they  shut  themselves  up  in  the  city  of  York, 
which  was  presently  after  set  on  fire  by  the  victors  ;  and 
when  the  flames  were  raging  to  the  utmost  and  consunnng 
the  very  walls,  they  perished  for  tlieir  country  in  the 
conflagration.  In  this  manner  Northumbria,  the  prize  of 
Wjir,  for  a  considerable  time  after,  felt  the  more  bitterly, 
through  a  sense  of  former  liberty,  the  galling  yoke  of  tlie 
harbarians.  And  now  Ethelred,  worn  down  with  numberless 
labours,  died  and  was  buried  at  Wimborne. 
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CHAP.  IV. 

CfAUigAifiwL  [a«ii.  872— 801.] 

i  Ik  the  year  of  our  Lord's  incamatioa  872,  Alfred,  the 
'  youngest  son  of  Ethel wulf,  who  had,  as  has  been  related 
beforei,  received  'the  royal  unction  and  crown  from  pope  Leo 
the  fourth  at  Rome,  acceded  to  the  sovereignty  and  retained 

it  witli  the  greatest  dilhculty,  but  with  equal  valour,  twenty- 
cijrht  years  and  a  half.  To  trace  in  detail  the  mazy  labyrinth 
of  his  labours  was  never  my  design ;  because  a  recapitulation 
of  his  exploits  in  their  exact  order  of  time  would  occasion 
some  confusion  to  the  reader.    For,  to  relate  how  a  hostile  - 
urniy,  driven  by  himself  or  his  generals,  from  one  part  of  a 
district,  retreated  to  another  ;  and,  dislodged  thence,  sought 
a  fresli  g(*enc  of  operation  and  liUed  every  place  with  rapine 
and  slaughter ;  and,  if  I  may  use  the  expression,  "  to  go 
round  the  whole  island  with  him,"  might  to  some  seem  the 
hciji^ht  ,of  folly  :  consequently  I.  shall  touch  oa  all  puints 
summarily.    For  nine  successive  years  battling  with  his 
enemies,  sometimes  deceived  by  false  treaties,  and  sometimes 
wreaking  his  vengeance  on  the  deceivers,  he  was  at  last 
reduced  to  such  extreme  distress,  that  scarcely  three 
counties,  that  id  to  say,  Hampshire,  Wiltsliire,  and  Somer- 
seisliire,  stood  fa-^t  by  tlieir  allep^iuneo,  as  he  was  compelled 
to  retreat  to  a  certain  island  called  Atiielney,  wliich  from  its  I 
marshy  situation  was  hardly  accessible,    lie  was  accustomed 
afterwards,  when  in  happier  circumstances,  to  relate  to  his 
coiiipanions,  in  a  lively  uiul  a;:^reeal>le  manner,  his  perils  , 
there,  and  how  he  escaped  tliem  by  the  merits  of  St. 
Cuthbert  ;*  for  it  frc<iuently  happens  that  men  are  pleased 
,  with  the  recollection  of  those  circumstances,  which  formerly 
they  dreaded  to  encounter.  During  his  retreat  in  this  island, 
as  he  was  one  day  ia  the  house  alone,  his  companions  beiug  • 
diBpersed  on  the  river  side  for  the  purpose  of  fishing,  he  • 
endeavoured  to  refresh  his  weary  frame  with  sleep :  and  i 
behold  1  Cuthbert,  formerly  bishop  of  landisfarne,  addressed 

i 

*  This  legend  will  he  found  in  the  curioas  account  of  the  translation  *  ! 
of  the  body  of  St.  Cuthbert  from  Lindisfame  to  Durliam,**  which  we  shall 
Sive  in  ^  Anglo-Saxon  Letters,  Biographies,"  £cc.   It  is  taken  ttom  the  , 
Acta  Sanctorum,  iii,  March,  p,  12J» 
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binip  while  aleeping,  in  the  following  manner  I  am 
CiiiU>ert»  if  evcnr  you  heard  of  me ;  God  hath  Mit  me  to 

announce  good  fortune  to  you ;  and  since  England  Iiaa 
already  largely  paid  the  penalty  of  her  crimes,  God  now, 
through  the  merits  of  her  native  saints,  looks  upon  her  with 
an  eye  of  mercy*  You  too,  so  pitiably  banished  from  your 
kingdom,  shall  shortly  be  i^in  seated  with  honour  on  your 
throne ;  of  which  I  give  you  tliia  extraordinary  tok^n  :  your 
fishers  sliaU  this  day  bring  home  a  great  quantity  of'  largo 
fish  in  baskets ;  which  will  be  so  much .  the  more  ex*, 
traordinary  because  the  river,  at  this  time  hard-bound  with  ice^ 
could  warrant  no  such  expectation ;  especially  as  the  air  now 
dripping  with  cold  rain  mocks  the  art  oi'  the  lisher.  But, 
when  your  fortune  shall  succeed  to  your  wishes,  you  %vill  act 
as  becomes  a  king,  if  you  conciliate  God  your  helper,  and 
me  hid  messenger,  with  suitable  devotion.''  Saying  thuSi 
the  saint'  divested  the  sleeping  king  of  his  anxiety ;  and 
comforted  his  mother  al:^o,  who  was  lying  near  him,  and 
endeavouring  to  invite  some  gentle  slumbers  to  her  hard 
couch  to  relieve  her  cares,  with  the  same  joyful  intelligence. 
When  they  awoke,  they  repeatedly  declared  that  each  had 
had  the  self-same  dream,  when  the  fishermen  entering, 
displayed  such  a  multitude  of  f  shea  as  would  have  becu 
sulhciont  to  satisfy  the  appetite  of  a  numerous  army. 

Not  long  after,  venturing  from  his  conceaboient,  he 
hasarded  an  experiment  of  consummate  art.  Accompanied 
only  by  one  of  his  most  faithful  adherents,  he  entered  the 
teat  of  the  Danish  king' under  the  disguise  of  a.  minstrel;* 
and  being  admitted,  as  a  professor  of  the  mimic  art,  to  the 
banqueting  room,  there  was  no  object  of  secrecy  that  he  did 
not  nunutdy  attend  to  both  with  eyes  and  ears.  Remaining 
there  several  days,  till  he  had  satisfied  his  mind  on  every 
matter  which  he  wished  to  know,  he  returned  to  Athelney : 
and  assembling  his  companions,  pointed  out  the  indolence.of 
the  enemy  and  the  easiness  of  their  defeat.  All  were  eager 
for  the  enterprise,  and  Iiimself  collecting  forces  from  every 
side,  and  learning  exactly  the  situation  of  the  barbarians 
from  scouts  ho  had  sent  out  for  that  purpose,  he  suddenly 
attacked  ^d  routed  them  with  incredible  slaugliter.  The 

*  This  stoiy  rats  upon  the  authority  of  Ingulf  and  Wiiluun  of 
Malmesbuiy*  Asser  does  not  notico  it. 
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remainder,,  with  their  king,  gave  hostages  that  they  would 
embrace  Cliriaiianity  and  depart  from  the  oanntrj. ;  which 
they  performecL  For  their  king,  Grothran,  whom  our  people 
caU  Gurmund,  with  thirty  nobles  and  almost  all  the  com- 
monalty, was  baptized,  AUVed  standing  for  him  $  and  the 
provinces  of  the  East  Angles,  and  Northumbrians*  were 
given  up  to  him,  in  order  that  he  might,  under  fealty  to  the 
king,  protect  with  hereditary  right,,  what  before  he  had  over- 
run with  predatory  incursion.  However,  as  the  Ethiopian 
cannot  olianj^e  his  skin,  he  dumiaeered  over  these  tributary 
provinces  witli  the  haughtiness  of  a  tyrant  for  eleven  years, 
and  died  in  the  tweUtli,  transmitting  to  his  posterity  the  inhe- 
ritance  of  his  disloyalty,  until  subdued  by  Athelstan^  the 
grandson  of  Alfioi,  they  were,  though  reluctantly,  compelled 
to  achnit  one  eumiiiou  king  of  England,  as  we  see  at  the  pre- 
sent day.  Such  of  the  Danes  as  had  refused  to  become 
Christians,  together  with  liaatingSi  went  over  sea,  where  the 
inhabitants  are  best  able  to  tell  what  erueltles  they  perpe* 
trated.  For  overrunning  the  whole  maritime  coasts  to  the 
Tuscan  sea,  they  unpeopled  Paris  and  Tours,  as  well  as 
many  other  cities  seated  on  the  Seine  and  Loire,  tiiose  noted 
rivers  of  France.  At  that  time  the  bodies  of  many  saints 
being  taken  up  from  the  spot  of  their  original  interment  and 
conveyed  to  safer  places,  have  ennobled  foreign  churches  with 
their  relics  even  to  this  day.  Then  also  the  body  of  St. 
lilartin,  venerated,  as  Sidonius  says,  over  the  whole  earth,  in 
.  which  virtue  resides  though  life  be  at  an  end,  was  taken  to 
Auxerre,  by  the  clergy  of  his  church,  and  placed  in  that  of 
St.  Genuiui,  wliere  it  astonished  the  people  of  tluit  district 
by  unheard-of  miracles.  And  when  they  who  came  thither, 
out  of  gratitude  for  cures  performed,  contributed  many  things 
to  requite  the  labours  of  those  who  had  borne  him  to  this 
church,  as  is  commonly  the  cose,  a  ^pute  arose  about  the 
division  of  the  money  j  the  Turonians  claiming  the  whole, 
because  their  patron  had  called  the  contributors  together  by 
his  miracles  :  the  natives,  on  the  other  hand,  alleging  that 
.  St.  German  was  not  unequal  in  merit,  and  was  of  equal 

^  This  aeema  a  mistake  as  far  leUtes  to  Northumbria.  The  S&ios 
Chfoiuclu  hua  Northcma/'  and  Florence  of  Worcester  **  Rex  North* 
B^mciu^"  which  at  a  fint  glance  might  easily  be  converted  Into  Neiibtiiii* 

x2 
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Undneas ;  that  both  indeed  had  tho  some  power,  1>ut  that 
the  prerogativo  of  their  church  preponderated.  To  'soItc 
this  knotty  doabt,  a  leprous  person  was  sought,  and  placed, 

nearly  at  the  last  gasp,  wasted  to  a  flkeloton,  and  already, 
dead,  as  it  were,  in  a  living  carcass,  between  tlie  bodies  of 
the  two  saints.  All  human  watch  was  prohibited  lor  the 
whole  night:  tlie  glorj  of  Martin  aldne  was  vigilant; 
fur  the  next  day,  the  shin  of  the  man  on  his  side  npi)cared 
dear,  while  on  that  of  German,  it  was  discoloured  with  its 
customary  deformity.  And,  that'  tiicy  might  not  atlribute 
this  miracle  to  chance,  they  turned  the  yet  diseased  side  to 
Martin.  As  soon  as  the  morning  began  to  dawn,  the  man 
Iras  found  by  the  hastening  attendants  with  his  skin  smooth, 
perfectly  cured,  declaring  the  kind  condescension  of  the 
resident  patron,  who  yielded  to  the  honour  of  nuch  a  wel- 
come stranger.  Thus  the  Turonians,  both  at  tliat  time  and 
afterwards,  safely  filled  their  common  purse  by  the  assistance 
of  their  patron,  till  a  more  favourable  gale  of  peace  restored 
them  to  their  former  residence.  For  these  marauders  infest- 
ing France  for  thirteen  years,  and  bcnng  at  last  overcome  by 
the  emperor  Ernulph  and  tlie  people  of  Brittany  in  many 
encounters,  retreated  into  England  as  a  convenient  reeoptaclo* 
for  their  tyranny.  During  this  space  of  time  Alfred  had  re- 
duced the  whole  inland  to  his  power,  witli  the  exception  of  » 
what  the  Danes  possessed*  The  Angles  had  willingly  sur-  . 
rendered  to  his  dominion,  rejoicing  that  thr.y  had  pro(lu(*ed  a 
sum  capable  of  leading  them  to  liberty.  lie  granted  Lon- 
don, the  chief  city  of  the  Mercian  kingdom,  to  a  nobleman 
named  Ethered,  to  hold  in  fealty,  and  gave  him  his  daughter 
Ethelfled  in  marriage.  Ethered  conducted  himselt*  with 
equal  valour  and  fidelity ;  defended  his  trust  with  activity, 
and  kept  the  East  Angles  and  Northumbrians,  who  were 
fomenting  rebellion  against  the  king,  within  due  hounds, 
compelling  them  to  give  liostages.  Of  what  infinite  service 
this  wasj  the  following  emergency  proved.  After  England' 
had  rejoiced  for  thirteen  years  in  the  tranquillity  of  peace 
and  in  the  fertility  of  her  soil,  the  northern  pest  of  barbae 
rians  again  returned.  Witli  tlicm  returned  war  and  .slaugh- 
ter; again  arose  conspiracies  of  the  Norllunnbrians  \x\v\  East 
Angles:  but  neither  strangers  nor  natives  experienced  the 
eame  fortune  as  in  former  years ;  the  one  party^  diminished 
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by  foreign  contests,  were  less  alert  in  their  invasions  ;  while 
the  othcfi  DOW  experienced  in  war  and  animated  by  the  ex- 
hortations of  the  king,  were  not  only  more  ready  to  reaisti 
but  a(so  to  attack.   The  king  himself  was,  with  his  usual 

activity,  preaent  in  every  action^  ever  daunting  the  invaders, 
and  ut  tlie  buiiie  time  intpii  ltiiig  hiij  su])jeets,  with  the  signal 
display  of  his  couri\ge«  lie  would  oppoi^e  himself  singly  to 
the  enemy ;  and  by  his  own  personal  exertions  rally  iiis  de- 
clining forces.  The  very  places  are  yet  pointed  out  by  the 
inhabitants  where  he  felt  the  vicissitudes  of  good  and  evil 
fortune.    It  was  liece.^^ury  to  contend  with  Alfred  even  after 

^he  wa^  overcome,  after  he  was  prostrate;  insomuch  that 
when  he  might  be  supposed  altogether  vanquished,  he  would 
escape  like  a  slippery  serjK'nty  fi*om  the  hand  which  held 
him,  glide  from  his  lurking-place,  and,  with  undiminished 
courage,  bpring  on  his  insulting  enemies  :  he  was  insupport- 
able after  ilight,  and  became  more  circums|>cct  from  the  re- 
collection of  defeat,  moi*c  bold  from  the  thirnt  of  vengeauce. 
Ilis  children  by  Elswitha,  the  daughter  of  earl  Athelred, 
were  Ethelswitlm,  Kdward  who  reigned  after  him ;  Ethel- 
fled  who  was  married  to  Ethered  earl  of  tlie  Mercians; 
Ethelwerd,  whom  tlu»y  celebrate  as  being  extremely  leax'ncd; 
Klfred  and  Kthelgiva,  virgins.  Ilis  health  was  so  bad 
that  he  was  constantly  dis([uieted  cither  by  the  piles  or  some 
disorder  of  the  intestines.  It  is  said,  however,  that  he 
entreated  tliis  from  God,  in  his  supjdications,  in  order  that, 
by  the  admonition  of  pain,  he  might  be  less  anxious  after 
earthly  delights. 

Yet  amid  these  circumstances  the  private  life  of  the  king 
is  to  be  admired  and  celebrated  with  the  highest  praise.  - 
For  although,  as  some  one  has  said,  "Laws  must  give  Avay 
amid  the  strife  of  arms,"  yet  he,  amid  the  sound  of  trumpets 

^  and  the  din  of  war,  enacted  statutes  by  wluch  his  people 
might  equally  familiarise  themselves  to  religious  worship 
and  to  military  discipline.  And  since,  from  the  example 
of  the  barbarians,  tlie  natives  themselves  began  to  lust  alter 
rapine,  insomuch  that  there  was  no  safe  intercourse  without 
.  a  military  guard,  he  appointed  centuries,  which  they  call 
"  huiidreds,*'  and  decennaries,  that  is  to  say,  **ty tilings,**  80 
that  every  En<!;lislunan,  living  according  to  law,  must  be  a 
member  of  both.    If  any  one  was  accused  of  a  crime,  he 
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-  was  obliged  immediateljr  to  produce  personB  from  the  hoii'- 
dred  and  tything  to  become  his  warety  ;  and  whoaoeYisr  was 
Yuiftble  to  find  such  surety,  must  dread  the  severity  of  the 

laws.  If  any  who  wad  impleaded  made  his  escape  either 
lefore  or  after  he  had  found  surety,  all  persons  of  the  liun- 
dred  and  tything  |Niid  a  fine  to  the  king.  By  this  reguktion 
he  diffused  such  peace  throughout  the  country^  that  he  or« 
dered  golden  brac^ele^  which  might  mock  the  eager  desires 
of  the  passengers  while  no  one  durst  take  them  away,  to  be 
hung  up  on  the  public  causeways,  where  the  roads  crossed 
each  other.  Ever  intent  on  almsgiving,  he  confirmed  the 
privileges  of  the  churches,  as  appointed  by  his  father,  and 
sent  many  presents  over  sea  to  Borne  and  to  St.  Thomas  in 
India.  Sighelm,  Mshop  of  Sherborne,  sent  ambassador  for 
this  purpose,  penetrated  successfully  into  India,  a  matter  of 

.  astonishment  even  in  the  present  time.  Returning  thence, 
he  brought  back  many  brilliant  exotic  gems  and  aromatic 
juices  in  which  ttmt  country  abounds,  and  a  present  more 
precious  than  the  finest  gold,  part  of  our  Saviour's  cross, 
sent  by  pope  Marinus  to  the  king.  lie  erected  monasteries 
wherever  he  deemed  it  fitting;  one  in  Athelney,  where  lie 
lay  concealed^  as  has  been  above  related,  and  there  he  made 

.  John  abbat^  a  native  of  Old  Saxony ;.  another  at  Winchester, 
which  IS  called  the  New-minster,  where  he  appointed  Grim- 
bald  abbat,  who,  at  his  invitation,  had  been  sent  into  Eng- 
land hy  Fulco  archbishop  of  Ilheinis,  known  to  him,  as  they 
aay,  by  having  kindly  entertained  him  when  a  child  on  lus 
way  to  Rome.  The  cause  of  his  being  sent  for  was  that  by 
his  activity  he  might  awaken  the  study  of  literature  in  Eng- 
land, which  was  now  slumbering  and  almost  expiring.  The 
monastery  of  Shaftesbury  also  he  filled  with  nuns,  where  he* 
made  his  daughter  Kthelgiva  abbess.  From  St.  David's  he 
procured  a  person  named  Asser,*  a  man  of  skill  in  literature, 
whom  he  made  bishop  of  Sherborne.  This  man  explained 
tlie  meaning  of  the  works  of  Boethius,  on  the  Consolation 
of  Philosophy,  in  clearer  terms,  and  tlic  king  himself  tninn- 
lated  them  into  the  English  language.  And  since  there  was 
no  good  scholar  in  his  own  kingdom,  he  sent  for  Werefnth 

•  Asser,  the  faithful  friend  and  biograpficr  of  this  great  kinp.  His  Lifo 
of  Alfred)  alike  honourubie  to'hts  mnstcr  nnd  hioiaelf,  ia  (mo  from  ilatter/. 
ii    ^vea  ia  oac  of  the  volumes  of  oui  Series. 
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bishop  of  Worcester  out  of  Mercia,  who  by  command  of  the 
king  rendered  into  tlic  English  tongue  the  books  of  Gre* 
goiVs  Dialogues*  At  this  time  Johannes  Scotus  is  supposed  . 
to  nave  lived;  a  man  of  clear  understanding  and  amazing  , 

eloquence*    He  had  long  unce,  from  the  continued  tumult 
of  war  around  him,  retired  into  France  to  Charles  the  Bald, 
at  whose  re(|uest  he  had  translated  the  Ilierarchia  of  Diony- 
sius  the  Areopagite,  word  for  word,  out  of  the  Greek  into 
Latin.   He  composed  a  book  also,  which  he  entitled 
fUim  (jLfgi^fioZf  or  Of  the  Division  of  Nature,^  extremely 
usL'ful  in  solving  the  perplexity  of  certain  indispensable  in-  \ 
quiricH,  if  he  be  pardoned  lor  Buine  tilings  in  which  he  de-  ' 
viatcd  irom  the  opinions  of  the  Latins,  through  too  close 
attention  to  the  Greeks*   In  after  time,  allured  by  the  muni-  ^ 
ficence  of  Alfred,  he  came  into  England,  and  at  our  monas- 
tery, as  report  sayst,  was  pierced  witli  the  iron  styles  of  tho 
hoys  whom  he  was  instructing,  and  was  even  looked  upon  as 
a  martyr;  whieii  phrase  I  have  not  made  use  of  to  the  dis- 
paragement of  his  holy  spirit,  as  though  it  were  matter  of 
douht,  especially  as  his  tomb  on  the  left  side  of  the  altar,  i 
and  the  verses  of  his  epitaph,  record  his  fame.*!"  These, 
though  rugged  and  deficient  in  tUo  polish  of  our  days,  are 
not  so  uncouth  for  ancient  times : 

^  Here  liet  a  saint,  the  tophiat  John,  whose  days 
On  earth  were  graced  with  deepest  learning's  phdie: 
Deemed  meet  at  last  by  martyrdom  to' gain 
Chrises  kingdom^  where  the  eaints  for  ever  reign.** 

,  Confiding  in  these  anxiliaries,  the  king  gave  his  whole 
soul  to  the  cultivation  of  the  liberal  arts,  insomuch  that  no 
Englishman  was  quicker  in  comprehending,  or  more  elegant 
in  translating.   This  was  the  more  remarkable,  because  until  | 

twelve  yeard  of  age  he  absolutely  knew  nothing  of  literature.^ 

I 

•  It  has  been  printed  by  Gnle,  Oxon,  1681,  ' 
+  John  the  Scot  ia  genemlly  buppoBcd  to  have  died  in  France  before 
A.D.  077,  as  the  letter  of  Anastasius  (Usher's  Sylloge,  Ep.  24,)  addressed  : 
to  Charles  tlie  liald,  who  died  in  that  year,  Bccms  strongly  to  imply  that  he  | 
was  not  then  livinp.    Tliere  ie,  however,  no  positive  notice  of  the  time  of  i 
his  death.    Ti»e  stury  indeed  haa  bo  unicli  the  air  of  one  told  in  Asser  of  | 
John  abbat  of  Athehicy,  that  one  would  alniust  fcu*?pect  it  was  formed  ftoffl  I 
it :  especially  us  Malmesbury  seems  to  speak  in  a  very  hesitating  mann^  i 
.  oa  the  aubject.   Y,  Asscr^  a  Wise,  p.  G2.  ' 
t  Afiser  aayt  he  first  b<^an  liia  literary  eduoation,  Not,  887« 
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At  that  tim6»  lured  bj  a  kind  tnothcr,  who  under  the  ninsV  of 
amusement  promised  that  he  ahould  have  a  little  book  which 
die  held  i&  her  hand  for  a  present  if  he  would  leam  it 

quickly,  he  entered  upon  learning  in  epcnrt  indeed  at  first, 
but  afterwards  drank  of  the  stream  with  unquenchable  avid- 
ity. He  translated  into  English  the  greater  part  of  the 
Soman  authors^  bringing  off  the  noblest  spoil  of  foreign 
iatercourse  for  the  use  of  his  subjects ;  of  which  the  chief 
looks  were  Orosius^  Gregory's  PastorsJ,  Bede's  History  of 
the  Angles,  Boethius  Of  tlie  Consolation  of  Philosophy,  his 
own  book,  which  he  called  in  liis  vernacular  tongue  "  lluad- 
boc,"  that  is,  ii  manual.*  Moreover  he  infused  a  great  re-  . 
gard  for  literature  into  his  countxymeny  stimulating  them 
both  with  rewards  and  punishments,  allowing  no  ignorant 
person  to  aspire  to  any  dignity  in  the  court.  lie  died  just 
as  he  had  begun  a  translation  of  the  Psalms.  .  In  the  pro- 
logue to  "  The  Pastoral"  he  observes,  *^that  he  was  incited 
to  translate  these  books  into  English  because  the  churches 
which  had  formerly  contained  numerous  libraries  had»  to- 
gether with  their  books,  been  burnt  by  the  Dunes.'*  And 
again,  "that  the  pursuit  of  literature  had  gone  to  decay 
akaost  over  the  whole  island,  because  each  person  was  more 
occupied  in  the  preservation  of  his  life  than  in  the  perusal 
of  books;  wherefore  he  so  far  consulted  the  good  of  his 
countrymen,  that  they  might  now  hastily  view  what  here- 
after, if  peace  should  ever  return,  they  might  thoroughly 
comprehend  in  the  Latin  languaige.'*  Again,  "  That  lie  de- 
Bigned  to  transmit  this  book,  transcribed  by  liis  order,  to 
every  see,  with  a  golden  style  in  which  was  a  mancus  of 
gold;  that  there  was  nothing  of  his  own  ophiions  inserted 
in  tliis  or  his  other  translations,  but  that  everything  was 
derived  from  tliose  celebrated  men  Plegmund|  archbishop 
of  Canterbury,  Asser  the  bishop,  Grimbald  and  Jolm  the  * 
priests.''  But,  in  short,  I  may  thus  briefly  elucidate  his 

*  Alfnd't  Mannal,  from  the  description  vhich  Aner  gives  of  il,  appears 
to  luive  contained  psalmt^  pniyers,  textiof  Scripture*  etc.:  Malmcbburyi 
however^  in  hit  Lives  of  the  Bj«hope,  ijttotet  anecdotes  of  Aldhelm  ffom 
at  also. 

f  Plegmund  is  said  to  have  written  part  of  the  Saxon  Chronicle ;  Asser 
was  archbishop  of  St.  David's,  and  biogmphcr  of  Alfred;  Grimbald, 
abbat  of  St.  Omers;  aad  John  of  Corvejr,  a  Gernum  Saxon^  whom  AUred 
iavifted  into  Eo^^and. 
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aud  night  as  to  employ  eight  of  them  in  writing,  in  reiidiDg, 
and  in  prayer,  eight  in  the  refreshment  of  Ids  body,  aud 
eight  in  dbpatcbiug  the  business  of  tlie  realm*    There  was 
in  bis  chapel  a  candle  consisting  of  twenty-four  divisions^ 
and  an  attendant,  whose  peculiar  province  it  was  to  ad* 
uiuuibh  the  king  of  hisi  several  duties  by  its  consumption. 
One  lialf  of  all  reveuues,  provided  they  ^\  ere  justly  acquired, 
he  gave  to  his*  monasteries,  all  his  other  income  he  divided 
into  two  equal  partSi  the  first  was  again  subdivided  into 
three,  of  which  the  first  was  given  to  the  servants  of  his 
court,  the  i^ecoiul  to  urtihcers  whom  he  constantly  employed 
ill  the  erection  of  new  edifices,  in  a  nmnaer  surprising  and 
hitherto  unknown  to  tlic  English,  the  third  he  gave  to 
sti*angers.    The  second  part  of  the  revenue  was  divided  in 
such  a  mode  that  the  first  portion  should  be  given  to  the 
]joor  of  his  kiii<^doni,  the  second  to  the  monasteries,  the 
third  to  seholiirs,!  the  fourth  to  foreign  churches.    lie  was 
a  strict  inquirer  into  the  sentences  passed  by  his  magistrates^ 
and  a  severe  corrector  of  such  as  were  unjust*    lie  had  one 
unusual  and  unheard  of  custom,  which  was,  that  he  ahvays 
curried  in  his  bosom  a  book  in  which  the  daily  order  of  the 
Psalms  Wiis  cuntained,  for  tlie  purpose  of  carefully  perusing 
it|  if  at  any  time  he  had  leisure.    In  this  way  he  passed  his 
life,  much  respected  by  neighbouring  princes^  and  gave  his 
daughter  Etliclswitlm  in  umrriagc  to  Baldwin  earl  of  Fiaa* 
ders,  by  whom  he  had  Arnulf  and  Ethelwulf ;  the  former 
received  from  his  fatlicr  the  county  of  Doulugne,  from  the 
other  at  this  day  are  descended  the  earls  of  Fiandcrs4 

Alfred,  paying  the  debt  of  nature,  was  buried  at  Winches- 
ter, in  the  monastery  which  he  had  founded ;  to  build  the 
oHlccs  of  which  Kdwurd,  las  sun,  purchased  a  sufllcicut  space 
of  ground  from  the  bishop  and  eanons,  giving,  for  every  loot, 
a  mancus  of  gold  of  the  statute  weight.    The  ciidurunce  of 

*  Asser  savs  ho  dcvoled  one  half  of  his  Income  '^to  God;**  which  part 

Vfos  afterwards  suUUividvd  fur  the  poor,  for  the  two  monttstcnw  he  iiad 
fouudedy  for  the  school  he  had  estabiislicd,  for  other  monasteries  and 
churches,  domeslic  and  foreign. 

t  Thi.i  iiro])ortion  waa  for  both  teachers  and  pupils  in  the  school  he 
founded  for  the  young  nobility. — Lappenberg^  vol.  i.  p.  340. 

X  Matilda,  queen  of  \Villiam  tiic  Firbt,  was  daughter  of  Baldwin  earl  of 
FlauderS|  the  hAh  in  descent  from  Elhehiwitha.   See  notOi  p.  110« 
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the  kin^;  was  Mtonishing,  in  suffering  such  s,  sam  to  bo 

extorted  from  him  ;  but  he  did  not  choose  to  offer  a  sacrifico 
to  Grod  from  the  robbery  of  the  poor.  These  two  churches 
were  so  contiguous^  that,  when  singing,  they  beard  each 
others'  Yoices';  on  this  and  other  accounts  an  unhappy 
jealousy  was  daily  stirring  up  causes  of  dissension,  which 
produced  frequent  injuries  on  cither  side.  For  this  reason 
that  monastery  was  lately  removed  out  of  the  city,  and 
became  a  more  healthy,  as  well  as  a  more  conspicuous,  resi- 
dence. They  report  that  Alfred  was  first  buried  in  the 
cathedral,  because  his  monastery  was  unfinished,  but  that, 
afterwards,  on  account  of  the  folly  of  the  canons,  who  as- 
serted that  the  royal  spirit,  resuming  its  carcass,  wandered 
nightly  through  the  buildings,  Edward,  his  son  and  suc- 
cessor, removed  the  remains  of  his  father^  and  gave  them  a 
quiet  resting*place  in  the  new  minster.  ^  These  and  similar 
superstitions,*  such  as  that  the  dead  body  of  a  wicked  man 
runs  about,  after  death,  by  the  agency  of  the  devil,  the  Eng- 
lish hold  with  almost  inbred  credulity,  f  borrowing  them 
from  the  heathens,  according  to  the  expression  of  Virgil, 

Fonu4  such  as  filt,  they  say,  when  life  is  gonc***^ 

CHAP.  V. 

,    Of  Edward  ihe  tm  of  Alfred,    [a.d.  901—924.] 

i 

Jx  the  year  of  our  Lord's  incarnation,  901,  Edward,  the  son 
of  Alfred,  succeeded  to  the  government,  and  held  it  twenty 
three  years  :  he  was  much  inferior  to  liis  father  in  literature, 
but  greatly  excelled  in  extent  of  power.  For  Alfred,  indeed, " 
united  the  two  kingdoms  of  the  Mercian  and  West  Saxons, 
holding  that  of  the  Mercians  only  nominally,  as  he  had 
assigned  it  to  prince  Etlielred  :  but  at  his  death  Edward 
first  brouo^ht  the  Mercians  altogether  under  his  power,  next, 
the  Weat§  and  East  Angles,  and  NorthumbrianSi  who  had 

•  On  its  removal  called  Hyde  Abbey. 

+  The  popular  notion  was,  that  the  devil  re-animated  the  corpse,  and 
played  a  variety  of  pranks  by  its  agency;  and  that  the  only  remedy  was  to 
dig  up  and  consume  the  body  with  tire.   See  WUl.  Kcubri^  v.  22. 

.  §  By  Wett-Angles  he  probably  intends  the  pco|ile  of  Essex  or  East- 
Sixofis.  See  Florence  of  Wofcesten 
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bo<K)mo  one  nation  with  tho  Danes  j  the  Scotfl,  who  Inhabit 
the  northern  part  of  the  ishind ;  and  all  the  Britons^  whom 
we  call  Welsh)  after  perpetual  battlesi  in  which  he  was 
always  successful.   He  devised  a  mode  of  frustrating  the 

incin  Bions  of  the  Danes  ;  for  he  repaired  many  ancient  cities, 
or  built  new  ones,  in  places  calculated  for  his  puqwse,  and 

.  filled  thcin  with  a  military  force,  to  protect  the  inhabitants 
and  repel  the  enemy.  Nor  was  his  design  unsuccessful ;  for 
the  inhahitants  became  so  ^tremelj  valorous  in  these  con- 
tests, that  if.  they  heard  of  an  enemy  approaching,  they 
rushed  out  to  give  them  battle,  even  without  consulting  the 
king  or  liis  generals,  and  constantly  surpassed  them,  both  in 
number  and  in  warlike  skill.  Thus  the  enemy  became  an 
object  of  contempt  to  the  soldiery  and  of  derision  to  the 
kin|^.  At  last  souie  fresh  assailants,  who  had  come  over 
uiulir  the  command  of  Ethelwald,  the  son  of  the  king's 
uncle,  were  all,  to<^cther  with  himself,  cut  off  to  a  man; 
those  before,  settled  in  the  country^  being  either  destroyed 
or  spared  under  the  denominalion  of  Angles.  Ethelwald 
indeed  had  attempted  many  things  in  the  earlier  days  of  tliis . 
king;  and,  disdaining  subjection  to  him,  declared  himself  * ' 
his  inferior  neither  in  birth  nor  valour ;  but  being  driven 
into  exile  by  the  nobility,  who  had  sworn  allegiance  to 
Edward,  he  brought  over  the  pirates ;  with  whom,  meeting 
his  death,  as  I  have  related,  he  gave  proof  of  the  folly  of 
resisting  those  who  are  our  superiors  in  power.  Although 
Kiiward  may.  be  deservedly  praised  for  these  transactions, 
yet,  in  my  opinion,  the  palm  should  be  more  especially  given 
to  his  father,  who  certainly  laid  the  foundation  of  this  extent 
of  dominion*  And  here  indeed  Ethelfled,  sister  of  the 
king  and  relict  of  Ethered,  ought  not  to  be  forgotten,  as  she 
was  a  powerful  accession  to  his  party,  tlie  dcUght  of  lus  sub-  • 
jects,  the  dread  of  his  enemies,  a  woman  of  an  enlarged  soul, 
who,  from  the  difBeulty  experienced  in  her  first  labour,  ever 
after  refused  the  embraces  of  her  husband;  protesting  that 
it  was  unbecoming  the  daugliter  of  a  king  to  give  way  to  a 
deUght  which,  after  a  time,  produced  such  painful  conse- 
quences. This  spirited  heroine  assisted  lier  brother  greatly 
with  her  advice,  was  of  e([ual  service  in  building  eitiea,  nor 

.  could  you  easily  discern,  whetl\er  it  was  more  o>ving  to  for-- 
tune  or  her  own  exertions,  that  a  woman  should  be  able  to 
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protect  men  at  home,  and  to  intimidate  them  abroad.  She  * 
^ed  years  before  her  brother,  and  was  buried  ia  lha 
wmstory  of  St  Peter's^  at  Gloucester;  which,  in  conjane- 
tioQ  with  her  husband,  Ethered,  she  had  erected  with  grea| 
solicitude.  Tliither  too  she  had  transferred  the  bones  of  St 
Oswald,  the  king,  from  Bardney ;  but  this  monastery  being 
destroyed  in  succeeding  time  by  the  Danes,  Aldred,  arch- 
bishop of  York,  founded  another,  which  is  now  the  chief  in 
that  city. 

As  tlic  king  hud  many  daughters,  he  gave  EJgiva  to^ 
Charles,  king  of  France,  the  son  of  Lewis  the  Stammerer, 
son  of  Charles  the  Bald,  whose  daughter,  as  I  have  repeat- 
edly  observed,  Ethdwulf  had  married  on  his  return  from 
Borne ;  and,  as  the  opportunity  has  now  presented  itself,  the 
candid  reader  will  not  tliiak  it  irrelevant,  if  I  state  the 
names  of  his  wives  and  children.  By  Egwina,  an  illustrious 
lady,  he  had  Athelstan,  his  first-born,  and  a  daughter,  whose 
name  I  cannot  particuhirise,  but  her  brother  gave  her  in 
uiarriii;^'e  to  Sihtric,  king  of  the  Northumbrians.  The  second 
sou  of  Edward  was  Ethelward,  by  Eltleda,  daughter  of  earl 
Etheline;  deeply  versed  in  literature,  much  resembling  lus^ 
grandfather  Alfred  in  features  and  disi>osition,  but  who  de« 
parted,  by  an  early  death,  soon  after  his  father.  By  the 
same  wife  he  had  Edwin,  of  whose  fate  what  the  received 
opinion  is  I  shall  hereafter  describe,  not  witli  confidence,  but 
iluubtitigly.  By  her  too  he  had  six  daughters;  Edfledn, 
Edgiva,  Ethelliilda,  Ethilda,  Edgitha,  Elgifa:  the  first  and 
third  vowing  celibacy  to  God,  renounced  the  pleasure  ot 
earthly  nuptials  ;  Edfleda  in  a  religious,  and  Ethelhilda  in  a 
lay  liabit:  they  both  lie  buried  near  their  mother,  at  Win- 
chester. Her  father  gave  Edgiva,  as  I  have  mentioned,  to 
king  Charles,*  and  her  brother,  Athelstan,  gave  Ethilda  to 
Hugh:t  same  brother  also  sent  Edgitha  and  Elgifa  to 
Henry,  J  emperor  of  Germany,  the  second  of  whom  he  gave 
to  his  son  Otho,  the  other  to  a  certain  duke,  near  the  Alps. 

*  Charles  tho  Simple  had  one  aon  by  her,  Louis  XL,  sumamed 
D'Outremer. 

+  Surnnmed  the  Greitr  father  of  Hugh  Capet:  sho  had  no  issue  by  him. 

J  Henry,  surnamed  ihu'  Fowler,  father  of  Otho  the  Great.  She  hai!  a 
ii'»n  and  daui^hter  by  him.  One  of  Edward's  daughters,  called  Adela,  is 
iwiid  to  iiave  been  married  to  Ei)!e3,  earl  of  Poitiers,  by  whom  she  had  two' 

MUi»   5eo  L^Art  de  Verifier  lea  Dates,  U*  312. 


Digitized  by  Google 


Agdn ;  by  his  third  wife,  named  Edgiva,  he  had  t^o  soiu^  . 
Edmund  and  Edred,  each  of  whom  reigned  after  Athebtan:  . 

two  daughters,  Eadburga,  and  Kdgiva;  Eadburgn,  a  virgin, 

dedicated  to  Christ,  lies  l)iuled  ut  Winchester;  Edglva,  a 
lady  of  incompfirable  l>oauty,  was  united,  by  lier  brother 
)ALtbelstan,  to  Lewis,  prince  of  Aquitaine.  *  Edward  had 
brought  up  his  daughters  in  such  wise,  that  in  childhood 
they  gave  their  whole  attention  to  literature,  and  aftemrardfi 
employed  theins(  Ivra  in  the  labours  of  the  di.staft'  and  the 
needle,  tliat  tlius  tliey  might  chastely  pass  their  virgin  age. 
His  sons  w'QVii  so  educated,  as,  iirst,  to  liave  tlie  couipletest 
benefit  of  learning,  tliat  afterwards  they  might .  succeed  to 
govern  the  state,  not  like  rustics,  but  philosophers. 

Charles,  tlie  son-in-law  of  Edward,  constrained  thereto  by 
Rollo,  through  a  succession  of  calamities,  conceded  to  him 
that  j>art  of  Gaul  which  at  present  is  called  Kormandy«  It 
would  be  tedious  to  relate  ibr  how  many  years,  and  with 
what  audacity,  the  Normans  disquieted  every  place  from  the 
Britisli  ocean,  as  I  have  said,  to  the  Tuscim  sea.  First 
Ilii^jten,  and  then  RoUo ;  who,  born  of  noble  lineage  among 
the  Norwegians,  though  obsolete  from  its  extreme  antiquity, 
was  banished,  by  the  king's  command,  from  his  own  country, 
and  brought  over  with  him  multitudes,  who  were  in  danger, 
either  i'roiii  debt  or  consciousness  of  guilt,  and  >v horn  he  had 
alhired  by  great  expectations  of  advantage.  Betaking  him- 
self therefore  to  piracy,  after  his  cruelty  had  raged  on 
every  side  at  pleasure,  he  experienced  a  check  at  Cbartres.  - 
For  the  townspeojjlc,  relying  neither  on  arms  nor  fortifica- 
tions, piously  inijdored  the  assistance  of  the  blessed  Virgin 
Mnry.  Tlie  sliift  too  of  the  virgin,  which  Charles  the  Bald 
had  brought  with  other  relies  from  Constantinople,  they  . 
displayed  to  the  winds  on  the  ramparts,  thronged  by*the 
garrison,  after  the  Aisliion  of  a  banner.  The  enemy  on  see- 
ing it  began  to  laugh,  and  to  direct  their  aiTOWS  at  it.  This, 
however,  was  not  done  with  impunity ;  for  presently  their 
eyes  became  dim,  and  they  could  neither  retreat  nor  ad- 
vance.   The  townsmen,  with  joy  perceiving  this,  indulged 

*  Tills  seems  to  have  been  Lewis  the  Blind,  king  of  Aries:  and  if  so, 
the  must  have  hccn  one  of  the  eUler  (!augbter8»  as  he  appears  not  to  have 
.  survived  a.d.  SaO.   She  hnd,  at  ienst,  one  son  by  him,  Charles  Cpnstantinei 
«arl  of  Yienne,  See  L'Art  do  Verifier  lea  Date«,  ii.  42d.      \  - 
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themselves  in  a  plentiful  slaughter  of  them,  far  as  fortune 
permitted.  fioUO)  however,  whom  God  reserved  for  the 
true  faith,  escaped,  and  soon  after  gained  Bouen  wd  the 
neighbouring  cities  by  force  of  arms,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 
876,  and  one  year  before  the  death  of  Charles  the  Bald, 
whose  grandson  Lewis,  as  is  before  mentioned,  vanquished 
the  Normans,  but  did  not  expel  them:  but  Charles,  the 
brother  of  that  Lewi9,  grandson  of  Charles  the  Bald,  by  his 
son  Lewis,  as  I  have  said  above,  repeatedly  experiencing, 
from  unsuccessful  conflicts,  that  fortune  gave  him  nothing 
which  she  took  from  others,  resolved,  after  consulting  his 
nobility,  that  it  was  advisable  to  make  a  show  of  royal 
munificence^  when  he  was  unable  to  repel  injury ;  and,  in  a 
friendly  manner,  sent  for  Rollo.  He  was  at  this  time  far 
advanced  in  years ;  and,  consequently,  easily  inclined  to 
pacific  measures.  It  was  therefore  determined  by  treaty, 
that  he  should  be  baptized,  and  hold  that  country  of  the 
king  as  his  lord.  The  inbred  and  untameable  ferocity  of  the 
man  may  well  be  imagined,  for,  on  receiving  this  gift,  as  the 
by  slanders  suggested  to  him,  that  he  ought  to  kiss  the  foot 
of  his  benefactor,  disdaining  to  kneel  down,  he  seized  the 
king's  foot  and  dragged  it  to  his  mouth  as  he  stood  erect 
The  king  falling  on  his  back,  the  Normans  began  to  laugh,  • 
and  the  Franks  to  be  indignant;  but  RoUo  apologised  for 
his  shameful  conduct,  by  saying  that  it  was  the  cu.stom  of 
his  country.  Thus  the  affair  being  settled,  jSoUo  letucned 
to  Rouen,  and  there  died. 

The  son  of  this  Charles  was  Lewis :  he  being  challenged 
by  one  Isembard,  that  had  turned  pagan,  and  renounced  his 
faith,  called  upon  his  nobility  for  tlieir  assistance  :  tliey  nut 
even  deigned  an  answer ;  when  one  Hugh,  son  of  Robert, 
earl  of  Mont  Didier,  a  youth  of  no  great  celebrity  at  the 
time,  voluntarily  entered  the  lists  for  his  lord  and  lulled  the 
challenger.  Lewis,  with  his  whole  army  purauing  to  Pon- 
thleu,  gained  there  a  glorious  triumph  ;  either  destroying  or 
putting  to  flight  all  the  barbarians  whom  Isembard  had 
brought  with  liim.  But  not  long  after,  weakened  by  ex* 
treme  sickness,  the  consequence  of  this  laborious  expedition, 
he  appointed  this  Hugh,  a  young  man  of  noted  faith  and  . 
courage,  heir  to  the  kingdom.  Thus  the  linca;^^e  of  Charles 
the  Great  ceased  with  him,  because  either  his  wife  was  bar* . 
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ICD,  or  else  did  not  live  long  enougli  to  liave  iaaue.  Hugh 
married  one  of  the  daughters  of  Edward,*  and  begot  Robert; 
Bobert  begot  Henry ;  Hepri^  Philip ;  and  Philip,  Lewis^ 
who  now  rdgns  in  France.   But  to  return  to  our  Edward ; 

I  think  it  Avill  be  pleasing  to  relate  what  in  his  time  pope 
Furmosua  commanded  to  be  done  with  respect  to  filling  up 
the  bishopric8|  which  I  shall  insert  in  the  very  words  I  found 
itf 

^  In  the  year  of  our  Lord's  nativity  904,  pope  Formosus 

sent  letters  into  England,  by  which  lie  denounced  excommu- 
nication and  malediction  to  king  Edward  and  all  his  subjects, 
instead  of  the  benediction  wliich  St  Gregory  had  given  to 
the  English  nation  from  the  seat  of  St  Peter,  because  for 
seven  whole  yiears  the  entire  district  of  the  Gewissse,  that  is^  * 
of  the  West- Saxons,  had  been  destitute  of  bisliops.  On  hear- 
ing this,  king  Edward  assembled  a  council  of  the  senators  of 
the  English,  over  which  presided  Plegmund,  archbishop  of 
Canterbury,  interpreting  carefully  the  words  of  the  apostolic 
legation.  Then  the  king  and  the  bishops  chose  for  them- 
selves  and  thuir  followers  a  salutary  council,  and,  according 
to  our  Saviour's  words,  *The  harvest  truly  is  plenteous,  but 
the  labourers  are  few,'^  they  elected  wd  appointed  one  bi- 
shop to  every  province  of  the  Gewissos,  and  that  district  which 
two  formerly  possessed  they  divided  into  five.    The  council 

•  This  is  a  raiatake :  Hugh  is  confounded  with  his  father,  who  married 
Edward'B  daughter.  There  is  no  notice  of  this  exploit  of  Hugh's  in  Bou- 
quet, though  Idcmbard  is  mentioned  as  the  nephew  of  Lewis,  who,  being 
unjustly  baniblied,  returns  accompanied  by  a  lurge  body  of  Danes  and  Nor- 
mans, hut  is  defeated.  Bouqiut,  Recueil,  &c.  torn,  ix,  58.  Lewis,  how- 
ever, leit  issue,  and  it  was  on  tho  deuth  of  his  graudson  Lewis,  that  liug^ 
Capet  became  kini;  of  France. 

f  This  btory  of  pope  Formosus  and  tho  seven  bishops  ia  to  be  found 
verbatim  in  a  MS.  (Bodley,  579)  whicli  wiis  given  to  the  cathedral  of  Exe- 
ter by  bishop  Lcotric,  wijo  died  a.d.  1073.  Its  difficulties  therefore  aro 
not  io  be  imputed  to  our  author.  But  though  it  may  not  be  easy  to  assign 
a  rutioiial  motive  for  the  invention  of  such  an  instrument,  it  is  a  decided 
forgery  ;  and  all  tho  ecclubiajtical  writers,  from  Baroiiius  to  Wilkins,  [See 
Concilia,  i.  p.  201,]  have  utterly  failed  in  their  conjectural  attempts  to  up* 
hold  it :  even  the  temperate,  the  acute,  the  learned  Henry  Wharton  [An* 
elia  Sucm,  L  554,  5],  who  rejects  decidedly  tho  epistle,  gives  but  an  uo- 
satbfactory  solution  of  the  seven  vacant  sees.  Its  repugnancies  will  be 
)<een  at  a  ghmce,  when  it  is  recollected,  that  Formosus  died  4.i>.  890 ; 
Edward  did  not  reign  till'A.o.  901 ;  and  Fritbstan  did  not  become  bishop 
of  Winchester  before  aId.  910. 

;Matt.ix.d7. 
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bring  dissolved,  the  archbishop  went  to  Home  with  splendid 
presents,  appeased  the  pope  with  much  humility,  and  related 
•  the  king's  ordinancCi  which  gave  the  pontiff  great  satisfac- 
tion.  Beturning  hom^  in  one  day  he  <^ained  in  the  city  of 
Canterbury  seven  bishops  to  seven  churches Frithstan  to 
the  church  of  Winchester  ;  Athelstan  to  Coruwall  ;  Werstau 
to  Sherborne  ;  Athelelm  to  Wells  ;  Aidulf  to  Creditou  in 
Devonshire :  also  to  other  provinces  he  appointed  two  bi* 
shops ;  *to  the  South-Saxbns^  Bernegus^  a  very  proper  person ; 
snd  to  the  Mercians,  Cennlph,  wliose  see  was  at  Dorchester, 
in  Oxfordshire.  All  this  the  pope  established,  in  such  wise, 
that  he  who  should  Invalidate  tlxis  decree  should  be  damned 
everlastingly." 

Edward^  going  the  way  of  all  flesh,  rested  in  the  same  mo- 
nastery with  his  father,  which  he  had  augmented  with  con- 
siderable revenues,  and  in  which  he  had  buried  his  brother 
Ethclward  four  years  before. 

CHAP.  VL 

O/Aiheliianf  ihe  wn  tf  Edward,  [a.h.  924-^940.] 

In  the  year  <^our  Lord's  incarnation  924^  Athelstan,  the  son 
of  Edward,  began  to  reign,  and  held  the  soverdgnty  sixteen 
years.   Ilis  brother,  Ethelward,  dying  a  few  days  after  his 

father,  had  been  buried  with  him  at  Wincliester.    At  this 
place,  therefore,  Athelstan,  being  elected,  king  by  the  unani- 
mous consent  of  the  nobility,  he  was  crowned  at  a  royal 
town,  wliich  is  called  Kingston ;  though  one  Elfred,  whose 
death  we  shall  hereafter  relate  in  the  words  of  the  king,  with 
his  factious  party,  as  sedition  never  wants  adherents,  at- 
tempted to  prevent  it.    The  ground  of  hi:^  0i>p05ition,  as 
they  affirm,  was,  that  Athelstan  was  born  of  a  concubine.  < 
But  having  nothing  ignoble  in  him,  except  this  stain,  if  alter 
all  it  be  true,  lie  cast  all  his  predecessors  into  the  shade  by 
his  piety,  as  well  as  the  glory  of  all  their  triumphs,  by  the 
splendour  of  his  own.    So  much  more  excellent  is  it  to  have^ 
that  for  which  we  are  renowned  inherent,  than  derived  from 
our  ancestors ;  because  the  former  is  exclusively  our  own, 
the  latter  is  imputable  to  others.   I  forbear  relating  how 
many  new  and  magnificent  monasteries  lie  founded  ;  but  I 
will  not  conceal  that  there  was  scarcely  an  old  one  in  Eng* 
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land  which  he  did  not  embellisli^  either  witli  buildings,  or 
arnamciitH,  or  books,  or  possessions.    Thus  he  ennobled  the 
new  oneH  expressly,  but  the  old»  as  though  they  were  only  * 
casual  objects  of  hia  kindness.    With  Sihtric,  king  of  the 
^orthumbriana,  wlio  married,  as  I  have  before  said,  one  of 
his  sisters,  lie  made  a  lastin*::  covenant ;  he  dying  after  a 
yeari  Athelstuu  took  that  province  under  his  own  govern- 
menti  expelling  one  Aldulpl^  who  resisted  him.    And  as  a 
noble  min<l,  when  once  rousedi  aspires  to  greater  things,  he 
compelled  Jothwel,  king  of  all  the  Welsh,  and  Constantine, 
king  of  the  Scots,  to  quit  their  kingdoms  ;  but  not  long  after, 
moved  with  eoiamiseration,  he  restored  them  to  their  origi* 
nal  state,  that  they  might  i*eign  ninhv  him,  saying,  ^^it  was 
more  glorious  to  make  tlian  to  be  a  king**    Ilis  last  contest 
was  witli  Aiilaf,  tlie  son  of  Sihtric,  who,  with  the  before- 
named  Constantine,  again  in  a  state  of  rebellion,  had  entered 
bis  territories  umler  the  liope  of  gaining  the  kingdom. 
Athelstan  purposely  retreating,  that  he  miglit  derive  greater 
honour  from  van(|uis1iiiig  his  furious  assailants,  •  this  bold 
youth,  meditating  unlawful  e(mquests,  liad  now  proceeded 
far  into  Kn«^land,  when  he  was  opposed  at  liruneford*  by  the 
most  experienced  generals,  and  most  valiant  forces.  Per- 
ceiving, at  length,  what  danger  hung  over  him,  he  assumed 
the  cliaracter  of  a  spy.    Laying  aside  his  royal  ensigns,  and 
taking  a  harp  in  his  hand,  he  proceeded  to  our  king's  tent: 
sinprhit}^  hufure  the  entrance,  and  at  times  touching  the  trem- 
bling .strings  in  harmonious  cadence,  he  was  readily  admitted, 
professing  himself  a  minstrel,  who  procured  his  daily  suste- 
nance by  such  employment.    Here  lie  entertained  the  king 
and  his  eoujpaiiionrj  iur  some  time  with  his  musical  perform- 
ance, carefully  examiniupf  everything  while  occupied  in  sink- 
ing.  Wlicn  satiety  of  eating  had  put  au  end  to  their  sensual 
enjoyments,  and  the  business  of  war  was  resumed  among  the 
nobles,  lie  was  ordered  to  depart,  and  received  tlie  i^eeom- 
pence  of  his  song  ;  but  disdaining  to  take  it  away,  he  liid  it 
heiieath  him  in  the  earth.    This  eircamstanee  was  reiuarkeJ 
hy  a  person,  who  had  formerly  served  under  him,  and  im- 
mediately related  it  to  Athelstan.    The  king,  blaming  biiA 

•  111  tlio  S.'ixon  Chmniclo  it  it*  cnllod  Brumby.    [Sec  Chroiui'leu  of  tli^' 
Anj;lu-Saxoas,  in  liohifd  AiUiqu.iriau  Library,  pp.  37^),  '^77.]    lu  aiW 
not  exactly  known,  but  ii  was  probably  not  far  fruui  the*  iiuniher. 
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extremely  tor  not  having  detected  liis  enemy  an  lie  stood  be* 

fore  them,  received  this  answer:  "The  8uim*  oath,  which  I 
have  hitoly  sworn  to  you,  O.  kinf?,  I  forme r  ly  iimdc  to  An- 
l&i';  and  had  you  seeu  me  violate  it  towards  him,  you  might 
have  expected  aimilor  perfidy  towards  yourself :  but  con- 
descend to  listen  to  the  advice  of  your  servant,  which  is,  that 
you  should  remove  your  tent  henxje,  and  remaining  in  another 
place  till  the  residue  of  the  army  come  up,  you  will  destroy 
your  ferocious  enemy  by  a  moderat<5  delay."  Apj^roving 
this  admonition,  he  removed  to  anotlier  place.  Anlaf  ad- 
vancing, well  prepared,  at  night,  put  to  death,  together  with 
the  whole  of  hi.s  iullowerd,  a  certain  bishop,*  who  had  joined 
the  army  only  the  evening  before,  and,  ignorant  of  what  ha<l 
passed,  had  pitched  his  tent  there  on  account  of  the  level 
turf.  Proceeding  fartlier,  he  found  t}ie  king  himself  equally 
unprepared  ;  who,  little  exiiecting  his  enemy  capable  of  suck 
Jin  attack,  had  indulged  in  prolouiul  repose.  But,  whea 
roused  from  his  sleep  by  the  excessive  tumult,  and  urging 
liis  people,  as  much  as  the  darkness  of  the  night  would  per- 
mit, to  the  conflict,  his  sword  fell  by  chance  from  the  sheath; 
upon  which,  while  all  things  were  filled  with  dread  and  blind 
ooiifusion,  he  iiivuked  the  protection  of  God  aiul  of  St.  Ald- 
hehn,  wlio  was  distantly  related  to  him  ;  and  replacing  his 
hand  upon  the  scabbard,  lie  there  ibund  u  sword,  which  is 
kept  to  this  day,  on  account  of  the  miracle,  in  the  treasury 
of  the  kings.  Moreover,  it  is,  as  they  say,  chased  in  one  part, 
but  can  never  be  inlaid  either  with  gold  or  silver.  Conliding 
in  this  divine  present,  and  at  the  same  tiuie,  as  it  began  to 
dawn,  attacking  the  Norwegian,  he  continued  the  battle 
unwearied  througli  the  <lay,  and  put  him  to  iliglit  with  his 
whole  army.  There  fell  Constantino,  king  of  the  Scots,  a 
man  of  treacherous  energy  ami  vigorous  ohl  age  ;  five  otiier 
kings,  twelve  earls,  and  almost  the  whole  assemblage  of  bar- 
hurians.  The  f(!W  wlio  csca|>cd  were  preserved  to  t^mbracc 
the  faith  of  Christ. 

Concerning  this  king  a  strong  |)ersuasion  is  prevalent 
among  the  Knglish,  that  one  more  just  or  learned  never  go- 
rerned  the  kingdom.    That  he  was  versed  in  literature,  I 

*  Siud  to  be  Werstan,  bishop  of  Sherborne.  See  Malmcslniry's  G«sta 
Poiaificum  ;  or,  Livc*«  of  the  i)iii1i0|»^  to  bo  liorcaiWr  tninttlutcd  unil  pub* 
1i«bed  in  ibh  fleiiei. 
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discovered  a  few  days  since,  in  a  certain  old  Tolumei  wherein 
the  writer  struggles  with  the  diiiiculty  of  the  task,  unable  to 
express  his  meaning  us  he- wished.    Indeed  X  would  subjoin  ' 

his  words  for  brevity's  sake,  were  they  not  extravagant  be- 
yond iH'lief  in  the  praiscii  of  the  king,  and  just  in  tliat  style 
of  writing  wiiicii  Cicero,  the  prince  of  Ruinun  eloquence» 
in  his  book  on  Uhetorie,  denominates  bombast."  The  cus- 
tom of  that  time  excuses  the  diction,  and  the  affection  for 
Atliclstan,  who  was  yet  living,  gave  countenance  to  tlie  ex- 
cess of  praise.  I  sliall  subjoin,  therefore,  in  rumiliar  hin- 
gauge,  some  few  circumstaucui  which  may  tend  to  augment 
ids  reputation. 

King  Edwardy  after  many  noble  exploits,  both  in  war  and 
peace,  a  few  days  before  his  death  subdued  the  contumacy  of 

iliii  city  of  Clu'Ster,  which  was  rebelling  in  confederacy  with 
the  Britons;  aiul  placing  a  garrison  tliere,  he  fell  sick  and 
died  at  Farin<^(lon,  and  was  buried,  as  I  before  related,  at 
Winchester.  AtheUtan,  as  his  fatlief  had  commanded  in  his  ^ 
will,  wtiri  tiien  hailed  king,  recommended  by  his  years, — ^for 
he  was  now  thirty, — uud  the  nuiturity  of  his  wisdom.  For 
even  his  grandfather  Alfred,  seeing  and  oinbi  acing  him  airec- 
tionately  when  he  was  a  boy  of  astonishing  beauty  and 
graceful  manners,  had  mpst  devoutly  prayed  that  his  govern^ 
ment  might  be  pros))erous:  indeed,  he  had  made  liim  a' 
kni^rht*  unusujiUy  early,  j^iving  liim  a  scarlet  cloak,  a  l>elt 
stiuldi'd  with  diamonds,  and  a  Saxon  swurd  with  a  golden 
scabbard.  Next  he  had  provided  that  he  should  be  educated 
in  the  court  of  Ethellled  Ids  daughter,  and  of  his  son-in« 
law  Kthered;  so  that,  having  been  brought  up  in  expecta* 
tion  of  succeeding  to  the  kingdom,  by  tliu  tender  care  of  his 
aunt  and  ol*  this  celebrated  prince,  he  repressed  and  destroyed 
all  envy  by  tiie  lustre  of  his  good  qualities  ;  and,  after  the 
death  of  his  father,  and  decease  of  Ids  brother,  he  was 
crowned  at  Kingston.  Hence,  to  celebmte  such  splendid 
events,  and  the  joy  of  that  illustrious  day,  the  poet  justly 
exchums : 

•  This  jiassage  is  thought  to  prove  the  existence  of  kniglits  as  a  distinct 
order  aiii«»nj»  the  Saxuuii;  and,  coupled  with  tlie  case  uf  liereward,  it 
very  much  that  iiir.  See  Mr.  Tunicr's  Anglo-Saxons,  4,  171,  ct  inf.  But 
jKihaps  in  the  present  instaiu'c,  it  may  aniouut  t(»  nothin;;  more  than 
bcHtuwin<;  hit}  first  anus  on  hini.  Lewia  the  Dehonaaire  received  his  axiiui, 
**  ense  uccinctiu*  eat/'  ut  thirteen  yc  xn  old. — Duchciwe,  t,  ii. 
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Of  royal  raee  a  noble  ttcm 
Hath  chiuMHl  our  darknew  likQ  a  gum. 
Great  AthclstiiTi,  his  country'u  priile^ 

Whose  virtue  never  turns  aside; 

Sent  by  his  father  to  the  schools. 

Patient,  he  bore  their  rigid  rultrs, 

And  driiikinK  deep  of  iicieiice  mild. 

Passed  \m  first  years  unlike  a  child. 

Next  c!i)t1u-(l  in  yuuth'ft  bewitching  chann% 

Studied  l}>t'  liuii»iiL'r  lore  ol' arms, 

Which  8n(»ii  confessed  his  knowledge  keen, 

Ah  ai"l4'r  iu  the  Hovereign  hcen. 

Soon  as  his  father,  good  luid  great, 

Yielded,  though  ever  fumed,  to  fate. 

The  Youth  was  called  the  realm  to  gttido» 

And^like  his  parent,  well  preside. 

Tlio  iwblcs  meet,  the  crown  pn»eiit» 

On  rebelsi  prelates  curses  vent ;  ^  . 

The  people  light  the  festive  fires, 

And  dhow  hy  timt^  their  kind  desires. 

Their  deeds  their  h>yalty  declare. 

Though  hopes  and  fears  their  hosoms  stiare« 

With  festive  treat  the  court  al>ounds; 

Foams-the  brisk  wine,  the  hall  resoatuls : 

The  pages  run,  the  servants  Iniste, 

And  food  and  verse  regale  the  titste. 

Th«»  minstrels  liiti'^,  the  guests  commend^ 

Whilht  nil  in  praise  to  Christ  contend. 

The  kin^  with  pleasure  all  thing's  sceSy 

And  all  his  kind  attentions  plciuie. 

The  solemnity  of  the  consoei'ation  bein«]^  finished,  Athcl-  4 
Stan,  that  he  miglit  not  deceive  the  expectation  of  liis  subjects, 
and  fall  below  tlieir  opinion,  subdued  the  whole  of  England, 
except  Northombria,  by  the  sin«vle  terror  of  his  name.  One 
Sihtric,  a  relation  of  that  (Jotlu  uu  who  is  mentioned  in  the 
liistory  of  Alfred,  ])n'snle(l  ov<'i*  this  people,  a  barbarian  both 
hj  race  and  ilisposition,  who,  tlion;^||  be  ridiculed  the  power 
of  preceding  kiiiga,  humbly  .solicited  ailinity  with  AtheUton, 
sending  messengers  dxpressly  for  the  purpose  ;  and  himself 
shortly  following  confirmed  the  proposals  of  the  ambassador^. 
In  consequence,  honoured  by  a  union  with  bis  sister,  and 
by  various  presents,  he  laid  tlie  basis  of  a  perpetual  treaty. 
But,  ns  T  have  before  observed,  dying  at  the  end  of  a  year, 
he  aiforded  Athelstiin  un  opportunity  for  uniting  Northum- 
bria,  whicli  belonged  to  him  both  by  ancient  right  and  recent 
ftifinity,  to  lu2)  bovcrci<^nty.    Auluf,  the  sou  of  biiaric,  thca 
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iled  into  XreUincl»  and  his  brother  Guthferih  into  SoodancL 
*  MesscngerB  from  the  king  immediately  followed  to  Constan* 

tin(%  king  of  the  Scots,  and  Eugenius,  king  of  the  Cumbrians, 
elaiiuiog  the  fugitive  under  a  threat  of  war.  The  barbarians 
luid  no  idea  of  resistance,  but  without  delay  coming  to  a 
place  called  Dacor,  they  surrendered  themselves  and  their 
kingdoms  to  the  sovereign  of  England.  Out  of  regard  to 
this  trt'uty,  tlu;  king  lnin.self  stood  i'or  the  son  of  Constantine, 
who  was  ordc-red  to  be  baptized,  at  the  snrred  font.  Guth- 

.  i'crth,  liowever,  amid  the  |>rf]m rations  for  tlic journey,  escaped 
by  flight  with  one  Turfrid,  a  loader  of  the  opposite  party  ; 
and  afterwards  laying  ai<'g(i  to  York,  where  he  could  succeed 
in  bringing  the  townsmen  to  surrender  neither  by  entreaties 
nor  by  threat. he  dej)Jirted.  Not  long  after,  being  both 
Hliut  up  in  a  castle,  they  eluded  the  vigihin(!e  of  the  guards, 
and  escaped.  Turfrid,  k>sing  his  life  quickly  after  by  ship* 
wreck,  became  a  prey  to  fishes.  Guthferth,  suffering  ex- 
tremely both  by  sea  and  land,  at  last  came  a  suppliant  to  * 
court.  lU  Ing  amicably  received  by  tlie  king,  and  suin[)tuous- 
ly  entertauied  for  four  days,  he  re.sou«^lit  his  sliips  ;  an 
incorrigible  pirate,  and  accustomed  to  live  in  the  water  like 
a  fish.  In  the  meantime  Athelstan  levelled  with  the  ground 
tlie  castle  wliich  the  Danes  had  formerly  fortified  in  York, 
that  there  might  be  no  \i\i\VAi  for  dish)yalty  to  shelter  in  ; 
and  the  booty  which  had  been  found  there,  which  was  very 
considerable,  he  generously  divided,  man  by  man,  to  the 
whole  army..  .  For  he  had  prescribed  himself  this  rule  of 
conduct,  never  to  hoard  up  riches ;  but  liberally  to  expend 
all  his  acquisition  either  on  monasteries  or  on  his  faitliful 
followers.  On  these,  during  the  whole  of  his  life,  he  ex- 
|M}iuled  his  paternal  treasures,  as  well  as  the  produce  of  his 

.  victories.  To  the  clergy  he  was  humble  and  affable  ;  to  the 
laity  mild  and  pleasant ;  to  the  nubility  rather  reserved,  from 
respect  to  his  dignity  ;  to  tlu  lower  chiss(»s>  h^yii^g  aside  the 
stateliness  of  power,  lie  was  kind  and  condescending.  He 
was,  as  we  have  heard,  of  becoming  stature,  thin  in  persoDi 
his  hair  flaxen,  as  I  have  seen  by  liis  renuiins,  and  beautifully 
wreathed  with  golden  threads.  Extremely  beloved  by  his 
subjects  from  adinirutiou  of  his  fortitude  and  Jiumiliiy,  lie 
was  terrible  to  tlu)^e  wiio  rebelled  ajrainst  him,  tla-ouiiii  his 
invincible  courage.    lie  compelled  tlic  rulers  of  the  northcra 


Digitized  by  Google 


I 

I 


i 

134  ^WILLIAM  OF  XALMBSBUBT.  '  C».ii.€.IL 

Wddi»  that  18,  of  the  North  BritonSi  to  meet  him  at  the 
of  Hmford,  and  after  some  oppositioa  to  surrender  to  m 

power.    So  that  he  actually  hroujrht  to  pa^s  what  no  king 
before  him  had  even  presumed  to  think  of:  which  wan,  that 
tiiejr  should  pay  aimually  by  way  oi'  tribute,  twenty  pounds 
of  gold)  three  hundred  ef  silver,  twenty-five  thousand  oxen, 
besides  as  many  dogs  as  he  might  choose,  which  from  their 
sagacious  scent  could  discover  tlie  retreats  and  hiding  jdaees 
of  ^vil(l  beasts  ;  and  birds,  trained  to  make  prey  of  otiiers  in 
the  air»   Departing  thence,  he  turned  towards  the  Western 
Britons,  who  are  e:dlcd  tlie  ComwalUsh,  because,  situated  in 
the  west  of  Britain,  they  are  opposite  to  the  extremity  of 
Gaul.*    Fiercely  attacking,  he  oblij^cd  them  to  retreat  Ironi 
Exeter,  which,  till  that  time,  they  had  inhabited  with  e(|ual 
privileges  with  the  Aiij^lcs,  fixing  the  boundary  ol'  tlieir 
province  on  the  other  side  of  the  river  Tamar,  as  lie  had  ap-  . 
pointed  the  river.  Wye  to  the  North  Britons.  This  city  then, 
which  he  had  cleansed  by  purging  it  of  its  contaminated 
race,  he  fortified  with  towers  and  .•surrounded  with  a  wall  of 
squared  stone.    And,  though  the  barren  and  unfruittul  soil 
ean  scarcely  produce  indilierent  oats,  and  frec[uently  only  the 
empty  husk  without  the  grain,  yet,  owing  to  the  magnificence  • 
of  the  city,  the  opulence  of  its  inhabitsmts,  and  the  constant 
resort  oi  strangers,  every  kind  of  merchandise  is  tiicre  s(» 
abundant  that  nothing  is  wanting  which  can  conduce  to  hu- 
man  comfort»    Alany  noble  traces  of  him  are  to  be  seen  in 
that  city,  as  well  as  in  the  neighbouring  district,  which  will 
be  better  described  by  the  conversation  of  the  natives,  than 
by  my  narrative. 

On  this  account  all  Europe  resounded  with  his  praises, 
and  extolled  his  valour  to  .the  skies :  foreign  priru^es  with 
justice  esteemed  themselves  happy  if  tliey  could  purchase  his 
friendship  either  by  affinity  or  by  presents.  Harold  king  of 
Nor^vay  sent  him  ii  ship  with  jj^olden  beak  and  a  ])ur|)le  sail, 
furnished  witliin  with  a  compacted  fence  of  gilded  shields. 
Tlie  munes  of  the  persons  sent  with  it,  were  llelgrim  and 
Oifrid :  who,  being  received  with  princely  magniiicence  in 
the  city  of  York,  were  amply  compensated,  by  rich  presents, . 
lor  the  labour  ot*  their  journey.  Henry  the  First,  for  there 
were  many  of  the  name,  the  son  of  Conrad,  king  of  the  • 

*  Corou  Gollitt,  a  fimciful  etymology. 
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Teutonians  and  emperor  of  the  Romans,  demanded  his  sister, 
as  I  have  before  related,  for  his  son  Otho  ;  passing  over  ao 
.  many  neighbouring  kingSi  but  contemphtting  from  a  distance 
Athcistan's  noble  tleHcenty  and  greatness  of  mind.    So  com* 

pletely  iiuleed  had  those  twu  (jualitiea  tuken  up  their  abode 
with  liiiu,  that  none  coiihl  l)e  iiiorc  noble  or  illustrious  in 
descent ;  uoiii^  more  bold  or  prompt  in  disposition.  Maturely 
considering  that  he  had  four  sisters^  wlio  were  all  equally 
beautiful,  except  only  as  their  ages  made  a  difference,  he 
.sfut  two  to  the  emperor  at  his  request;  and  how  he  disposed 
of  tiiem  ill  nuirria^^e  has  already  been  rehited  :  Lewis  prince 
of  Acputauia,  u  descendant  of  Charles  the  Great,  obtained 
the  third  in  wedlock:  the  iburth,  in  whom  the  whole  essence 
of  beauty  had  centred,  which  the  others  only  possessed  in 
« ])art,  wiis  demanded  from  her  bi*othcr  by  Hugh  king  of  tlie 
Franks.*    Tlie  chief  of  tliis  embassy  was  Adulpli,  son  of 
Baldwin  earl  of  Flanders  by  Ethelswitha  daughter  of  king 
Edward,  f    When  he  had  declared  the  request  of  the  suitor 
in  an  assembly  of  the  nobility  at  Abingdon,  he  produced  such 
libenil  presents  tis  might  gratify  tlie  most  Ixiundless  avarice: 
peri'uiiH's  sueh  as  never  had  been  seni  in  Kngland  before: 
jewel-',  but  inure  especially  emeralds,  the  greenness  of  wiiicli, 
reilected  by  tlic  sun,  illumined  the  countenances  of  the 
bystanders  with  agreeable  light ;  many  fleet  horses  with 
their  tra[)[)ings,  and,  as  Virgil  says,  **Cliamping  their  golden 
bits:"  an  alabaster  vase  so  exiiuisitely  chased,  tliat,  tlie  corn- 
lields  really  seemed  to  wave,  the  vines  to  bud,  the  ligures  of 
men  actually  to  move,  and  so  clear  and  polished,  that  it 
reilected  the  features  like  a  mirror ;  the  sword  of  Coustantine 
the  Great,  on  which  the  name  of  its  original  possessor  was 
read  iu  golden  letters  ;  ou  tlie  poium(»l,  upon  tliick  plates  of 
gold,  might  be  seen  fixed  an  iron  spike,  one  of  the  four 
which  the  Jewish  fac^tion  prepared  for  the  crucifixion  of  our 
Lord  :  the  spear  of  Charles  the  Great,  which  whenever  tliat 
invincible  emperor  hurled  in  liis  expeditions  against  the 
Saracens,  he  always  came  oil'  coiuiueror  ;  it  was  reported  to. 
be  the  same,  which,  driven  into  the  side  of  our  Saviour  by 

•  Improperly  called  king :  it  was  Hu;;h  the  Great,  father  of  Hugh 
Capet.  .  Malmcsbury  was  jirpbably  deceived  by  a  bhmder  of  Int^lf's. 
.  t  This' in  a  mistakei  she  was  daughter  of  Alfrcdl   See  chap,  iv,  p.  117. 
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the  hand  of  the  centurion,*  opened,  by  tliat  precious  wound, 
the  joys  of  paradise  to  wretelied  mortalii :  the  banner  of  the 
most  blessed  mart/r  Maurice,  chief  of  the  Theban  legion  ;  f 
with  which  the  same  king,  in  tho  Spanish  war,  used  to  break 
Ihrougli  the  battalions  of  the  enemy  however  fierce  and 
wedged  together,  and  put  them  to  flight :  a  diadem,  precious 
from  its  quantity  of  gold,  but  more  so  for  its  jewels,  tliw 
splendour  of  which  threw  the  sparks  of  liglit  so  strongly  on 
the  beholdersy  tliat  the  more  stedfastly  any  person  en- 
deavoured to  gazci  so  much  the  more  he  was  dazzled, 

.  and  comi>clled  to  avert  liia  eyes  ;  part  of  the  holy  and 
adorable  cross  enclosed  in  crystid  ;  where  the  eye,  piercing 
through  the  substance  of  the  stone,  might  discern  the  colour 
and  size  of  the  wood ;  a  snmll  portion  of  the  crown  of  thorns,' 
enclosed  in  a  similar  manner,  which,  in  derision  of  his 
government,  the  madness  of  the  soldiers  placed  on  Clirist*s 
sacred  liead.  The  king,  delighted  with  such  great  and 
exquisite  presents,  made  an  equal  return  of  good  olhces ; 

.  and  gratified  the  soul  of  the  longing  suitor  by  a  union  with 
Ids  sister.  With  some  of  these  presents  he  enriched 
Bucceeding  kings :  but  to  Malmesbury  he  gave  part  of  the 
cross  and  crown ;  by  the  support  of  whicii,  I  believe,  that 
place  even  now  flourishes,  thougli  it  has  sutiered  so  many 
shipwrecks  of  its  liberty,  so  many  attacks  of  its  enemies.:j: 
In  this  place  he  ordered  Elwin  and  £thelwin,  the  sons  of  Ids 
uncle  Ethelward,  whom  he  had  lost  in  the  battle  against 
Anlaf,  to  be  honourably  buried,  expressing  his  design  of 
resting  here  himself:  of  which  battle  it  is  now  proper  time 
to  give  the  account  of  that  poet,  from  whom  I  have  taken  all 
these  transactions. 

Ilis  subjects  ^'o\  erning  with  justcst  sway, 
Tyrant:!  o'cruw'il,  twelve  yeari)  hud  pas^'il  uway, 

•  The  legend  of  St.  Lonj^inus  miikes  the  centurion  mentioned  in  the 
Gujipcl,  the  pcr^ioii  who  pierciiii  tlie  siile  ot  our  Lord  ;  with  many  oth<;r 
fabuloiu  additions.    6ee  Jac.  a  Voruj^iue,  Lci^eruhi  Sanctorum. 

+  The  Theban  legion  refusing,  in  tlie  Diocktiiui  iM-riitcutiun,  to  \m\Y^  the 
Chrialmns  to  execution,  were  ordered  to  be  decimated  ;  and  on  their 
peniKing  In  the  same  resohition  at  the  instigation  of  Maurice,  the  com- 
mander of  the  legion,  they  wefe,  together  witk  him,  put  to  cruel  deaths. 
V.  Acta  Sancton  22  Sept. 

X  Ue  has,  apparently,  tho  opprcsuons  of  biahop  Roger  constantly  bcioro 
hhiu 
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When  Europe's  uoxious  pestilence  stalk*d  forthf 
And  poured  the  barbmous  legions  ftom  the  noiUfe  - 
The  pirate  Anhif  now  the  briny  aurgo  ,  " 

Foi»ikea»  while  deeds  of  desperation  urge. 
Her  king  eonscnting,  ScotiaVi  land  receives 
The  frantic  madman,  and  his  host  Of  tliieves  s 
Now  flushed  with  insolence  they  sliotii  and  bqast^ 
And  drive  the  harmless  natives  from  the  coast 
ThuS)  while  the  king,  seciire'in  youthful  prid^ 
Bade  the  soft  hours  in  gentle  pleauures  glide, 
'I'hougli  erst  he  Btemined  the  battle's  furious  tide^- 
Witli  eeiiiU'tesM  plunder  Kped  tlic  darini{  horde, 
An<l  waited  districts  with  their  fire  and  Bword. 
Tlie  verdant  cro|is  lay  withering  on  tlie  fields 
The  glebe  no  promise  to  the  rustic  yields. 
ImineiiHC  the  numlicrs  of  harhiirian  force, 
Coimtlcsi  tlic  S([uadrons  both  of  foot  mid  hort>c. 
At  length  fame*a  rueful  moan  alarmed  the  kiiig, 
And  liade  \um  Hhun  this  ignoniiniouH  sting, 
Tiiiit  unua  like  his  to  rufhan  bands  should  bend: 
*TiM  done  :  delays  and  hesitations  end. 
llii^h  u\  the  aiir  the  threatening  banners  fly, 
And  call  his  ea^er  troops  to  victory, 
His  hardy  force,  o  hundred  thotiHand .strong 
Whinn  standards  hasten  to  the  H>;lit  along.  .   • ' 

•  The  inarlial  thunour  acarea  the  plundering  band, 

Ami  drives  them  bootless  tow'rds  their  native  land*  •  • 

The  vul;;ar  mass  a  tlroadtul  carnage  share,  - ;  . 

And  shed  conta^um  on  Liu*  ambient  air, 

While  Anlaf,  only,  out  ol"  all  the  crew 

ll.sca])cs  the  meed  of  death,  so  justly  due, 

Itescrved  by  fortune's  favor,  once  again 

When  Athelstan  was  dead,  to  chdm  our  stiaia. 

This  i>laec  seems  to  require  that  I  should  relate  the  death 
of  Kltred  in  tlie  words  of  the  king,  for  whieh  I  before 

pledfj^ed  the  faith  of  my  narrative.  For  as  he  had  commandcJ 
the  bodies  ol*  Wis  relations  to  be  eonveyed  to  Malmcsbury, 
and  interred  at  the  head  of  tlie  sepulehre  of  St.  Aldhelm ; 
he  honoured  the  place  afterwards  to  such  a  degree,  that  he 
esteemed  none  more  desirable  or .  more  holy*  Bestowing 
many  large  estates  ui)0u  it,  he  eohlirmed  them  by  charters, 
ill  one  ol*  which,  after  the  donation,  he  adds  :  "Be  it  known 
to  tlie  sages  of  our  kingdom,  that  I  have  not  unjustly  seized 
the  lands  aforesaid,  or  dedicated  plunder  to  God ;  but  that  I 
have  received  them,  as  the  English  nobility,  and  even  John, 
the  pope  of  the  church  of  Gome  himselii  have  judged 
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fitting  on  the  death  of  Elfired.  He  was  the  jealous  rival  both 

of  my  happiness  and  life,  and  consented  to  the  wickedness  of' 
my  enemies,  who,  on  my  father's  decease,  had  not  God  in  his 
mercy  delivered  me,  wished  to  put  oat  my  eyea  in  the  city 
of  Winchester:  wherefore,  on  the  discovery  of  their 
infernal  contrivance  he  was  sent  to  the  church  of  Rome  to 
defend  himself  by  oath  before  pope  John.  Tiiis  he  did  at 
the  altar  of  St.  Peter;  but  at  the  very  instant  he  liad  sworn, 
he  fell  down  before  it,  and  was  carried  by  his  servants  to  the 
English  School,  where  he  died  the  third  night  after*  The 
pope  immediately  sent  to  consult  with  us,  whether  his  body 
ehould  be  placed  among  other  Christians.    On  rectjiv  ing  this 

-  account  the  nobility  of  our  kingdom,  with  the  whole  body  of 
his  relations,  humbly  entreated  that  we  would  f^rant  our 
permission  .for  his  remains  to  be  buried  with  other 

.  Christians.  Consenting,  therefore,  to  their  urgent  request, 
we  sent  back  our  compliance  to  Rome,  and  witli  the  po])e's 
permission  he  was  buried,  though  unworthy,  with  otlier 
Christians.  In  consequence  all  his  property  of  every 
description  was  adjudged  to  be  mine.   Moreover,  we  have 

.  noted  tins  in  writing,  that,  so  long  as  Christianity  reigns,  it 
may  never  be  abrogated,  whence  tlie  aforesaid  land,  which  I 
have  given  to  God  and  St.  Peter,  was  granted  me  ;  nor  do  I 
know  any  thing  more  just,  than  that  I  should  bestow  this 
fri€t  on  God  and  St  Peter,  wlio  caused  my  rival  to  fall  in 
the  sight  of  alt  persons,  and  conferred  on  me  a  prosperous 
reign. 

In  these  words  of  the  king,  we  may  equally  venerate  his 
wisdom,  and  his  piety  in  sacred  matters :  his  "wisdom,  that 
so  young  a  man  should  perceive  that  a  sacrifice  obtained  by 
rapine  could  not  be  acceptable  to  God :  his  ])iety  in  so  grate- 
i'ully  making  a  return  to  God,  out  of  a  benefit  conferred  on 
liim  by  divine  vengeance,  Moreover,  it  may  be  necessary  to 
oljserve,  that  at  that  time  the  church  of  St.  Peter  was  the 
chief  of  the  monastery,  which  now  is  deemed  second  only  : 
the  cliurch  of  St.  Mary,  wliich  the  monks  at  present  fre- 
qiient,  was  built  afterwards  in  the  time  of  king  Edgar,  under 
ftUbat  Elfric.  Thus  far  relating  to  the  king  I  have  written 
from  authentic  testimony  ;  that  which  follows  I  have  learned 
more  from  old  balladi^  popular  through  succeeding  times, 
than  from  books  written  expressly  for  the  information  of 


Digitized  by  Google 


i^ml  •  BISTB  OF  ATUSUTAir.  139 

♦ 

posterity.     I  haTe  sal^oiiied  them,  not  to  defend  thar 

veracity,  but  to  put  my  reader  in  possession  of  all  I  know. 
First,  tlien,  to  the  rektion  of  his  birth. 
There,  whs  in  a  certain  village,  a  shepherd's  daughter,  a 

"^girl  of  exquisite  beauty,  who  gained  througU  the  el^nce  of - 
lier  jierson  what  her  birth  eould  never  have  bestowed.   In  a 
xibian  kIic  beheld  m  prudi^i^y :  the  moon  .shone  from  her 
womb,  and  all  England  was  illuminated  by  the  li^ht.  When 
hhc  siHirtively  related  this  to  her  eo/npanions  in  the  morning, 
it  was  not  so  lightly  i-eccived,  but  immediately  reached  the 
eara  of  the  woman  who  had  nui*sed  the  sons  of  the  king. 
Deliberating  on  this  matter,  slie  took  her  home  and  adojjteJ 
her  as  a  daughter,  bringini^  up  thi.s  younf^  maiden  with  cost- 
lier attire,  more  delicate  food,  and  more  elegant  demeanour. 
Soon*  aik^r,  Edward,  the  sou  of  king  Alfred,  travelling 
tlirough  the  village,  sto|)ped  at  the  house  which  had  been  the 
scene  of  his  infantine  education.  Indeed,  he  thought  it  would 
be  a  blemish  on  his  reputation  to  omit  paying  his  salutations 
to  liis  nurse.     He  becmne  deeply  enamoured  of  the  young 
woman  from  the  first  moment  he  saw  her,  and  passed  the 
night  with  her.    In  consequence  of  tliis  single  intercourse, 
she  brought  ibrth  her  sou  Atludstan,  and  so  realized  her 
dream.    For  at  the  expiration  of  liis  cliildish  years,  as  he 
approached  manhood,  he  gave  pi*oof  by  many  actions  wlmt 
just  expectations  of  noble  qualities  miglit  be  entertained  of 
him.     King   Edward,  therefore,  died,  and  was  shortly 
followed  by  his  legitimate  sun  Ethelward.    All  liopes  now 
centred  in  AtheUtun  :  EU'red  alone,  a  man  of  unconunon 
insolence,  disdaining  to  be  governed  by  a  sovereign  whom  he 
had  not  voluntarily  chosen,  secretly  opposed  with  liis  party  to 
the  very  utmost.    Ikit  he  being  detected  and  puni.-hed,  as 
the  king  litis  bc^fori^  ridiited,  there  were  some  who  even 

•  aetnised  Jiidwin,  the  king\s  brother,  of  treachery.  Base  and 
dreadful  crime  was  it  thiis  to  embml  fraternal  affection  bj 
sinister  constructions.  Edwin,  though  imploring,  both 
])cr8onalIy  and  by  messengers,  the  confidence  of  his  brother, 
and  though  invalidating  the  accusation  by  an  oath,  wa.^ 
nevertheless  driven  into  exile.  So  llu:,  indeed,  did  the  dark 
suggestions  of  some  persons  prevail  on  a  mind  distracted 
with  various  cares,  that,  forgetful  of  a  brother's  love,  he  ex- 
pelled the  youth,  an  object  of  pity  ev  eii.  to  btrangers.  The 
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mode  adopted  too  was  cruel  in  the  extreme :  he  was  com- 
pelled to  go  on*  board  a  vessel,  with  a  single  attendant,  with- ' 
out  a  rower,  without  even,  an  oar,  and  the  bark  crazjr  with 
«ge.  Fortune  kboured  for  a  long  time  to  restore  the  innocent 

youth  to  land,  but  when  at  length  he  was  far  out  at  bco,  and 
sails  could  not  endure  the  violence  of  the  wind,  the  young 
Diaoy  delicate,  and  weary  of  life  under  such  circumstances, 
fut  an  end  to  his  existence  by  a  voluntary  plunge  into  the 
vaters.  The  attendant  wisely  determining  to  prolong  his 
life,  sometimes  by  shunning  tlie  hostile  waves,  and  buinc- 
times  by  urgin;^'  tlie  bout  forward  Avilh  his  feet,  brought  his 
master's  body  to  land,  in  the  narrow  sea  which  iiows  between 
Wisaant  and  Dover.  Athelstan,  when  Ids  anger  cooled,  and 
bis  mind  became  calm,  shuddered  at  the  deed,  and  submitting 
to  a  seven  years'  penance,  inflicted  sevens  veiigeanec  oa 
the  ac(niser  of  his  brother  :  he  was  the  king's  cup-bearer, 
aid  on  this  account  had  opportunity  of  enfomng  his  insinu- 
fitjons.  It  so  happened  on  a  festive  day,  as  he  was  serving 
wine,  that  slipping  with  one  foot  in  the  midst  of  the  chamber, 
lie  ix»covered  himself  \vith  the  other.  On  tliis  oeeaaion,  he 
made  use  of  an  expression  which  proved  his*  destruetion :  ^ 
"Thus  brotlier,"  said  be,  ^'assists  brother."  The  king  on 
hearing  this,  ordered  tlie  faitldess  wretch  to  be  put  to  death,  ' 
loudly  reproaching  him  with  the  loss  of  that  assistance  he 
inight  have  had  from  his  brother,  were  he  alive,  and  bcwail- 
iog  his  death. 

The  circumstances  of  Edwin's  death,  though  extremely 
probably  I  the  less  venture  to  afBrm  for  truth,  on  account  of 
the  extraordinary  affection  he  manifested  towards  the  rest  of 
his  brothers ;  for,  as  his  father  had  left  them  very  young,  he 
cherished  them  whilst  cliildren  with  much  kindness,  and, 
'when  grown  up,  made  them  partakers  of  his  kingdom ;  it  is 
before  related  to  what  dignity  he  exalted  such  of  his  sisters 
as  hia  father  had  left  unmarried  and  unprovided  for*  Com- 
pleting his  earthly  course,  and  that  a  short  one,  Athelstan 
died  at  Glomtester.    His  noble  remains  were  conveyed  to 
Mulniesbury  and  buried  under  the  altar.    Many  gilts,  botli 
in  ^old  and  i^ilver,  as  well  as  relies  of  suints  purcluised 
abnmd  in  Brittany,  were  carried  before  the  body;  for, 
tti  ftiicli  things,  admonislKul,  as  they  say,  in  a  dream,  he 
expended  the  trea^aures  which  his  father  ^  hud  long  since 
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amassed,  and  iiad  left  untouched.   Hia  jearSf  though  few, 
were  full  of  glory, 

CHAP.  vn. 

Of  kings  Edmund,  Edred,  and  Edwif.  [AJk 

!n'  the  year  of  our  Lord's  iijcarnjUiori  940,  Edmund  the  bro- 
tlier  ot*  AtUeUUuij.tt  youth  of  about  eighteen,  received  and 
held  (hi*  ^i»vi*niiii<Mit  for  six  yeara  and  a  half.  In  Iu8  time 
tlkC  Northumbrians,  meditating  a  renewal  of  hostilities,  vio* 
laU'J  the  treaty  whieli  they  had  made  with  Athelstan,  and 
cn  alcil  Anlaf,  whuiii  they  had  recalled  from  IreUind,  their 
kiii<r.  l]<h)imid,  who  thought  it  disgraceful  not  to  complete 
hi.^  brother's  victorious  course,  led  his  troops  against  the  de* 
)iti(|Ui»iits  ;  who  pr»*s*,Mitly  retreating,  lie  subjugated  all  the  : 
cities  on  I  his  >i(h*  the  river  lluiuber.  Anhit*,  with  a  certain 
jii  irn  r,  KcLMiiahl,*  tlie  sou  of  tliat  Gurmiirul  ol*  whom  we  have 
^{)ukell  in  the  history  of  Alfred,  sounding  the  disposition  of 
the  king,  oUtMeil  to  sitrreuder  himself,  proilering  his  convcr- 
s^iun  to  Cliristianity  as  a  jiledge  of  his  lidelity,  and  receiving 
haptisni.  His  savn^re  nature,  however,  did  not  let  him  rtJ* 
main  loll.:  ill  this  resolution,  for  he  violated  his  oatli,  and 
irritated  his  hird.  In  consec|uence  of  which,  the  followinj: 
year  he  snUeri'd  lor  Ids  crimes,  being  doomed  to  perpetual 
«'xile.  The  (irovinec  which  is  called  Cumberland  Edmund  ; 
usMLi  ned  to  Makohu,  king  of  the  Scots,  under  fealty  of  an 

uulh.  .  "  I 

AiiioiiL^  tin;  many  donations  which  the  king  conferred  on  i 
(litli  ii  iit  ehurehes,  iie  exalted  tliat  of  Glastonbury,  through  ,j 
his  siiiguhtr  aileetiun  towards  it,  with  great  esUites  and  ho* 
Hours  ;  and  granted  it  a  charter  in  tliese  words  : 

"  III  the  name  (ff  our  Lord  Je^us  Clirist,  1  Edmund,  king  I 
of  iIh'  Angles,  ami  ;rovernor  and  ruler  ol'  the  other  surround-  j 
iii;^^  iiatituis,  with  tiic  adviee  imd  consent  of  my  nobility,  for  i 
the  hoj>c  of  eii»rnal  retribution,  and  remission  of  my  trans- 
t,Mcssions,  do  «^rant  to  the  church  of  the  holy  mother  of  God, 
Mary  <»f  ( 1  hi-t()iii>m y,  aiul  the  venerable  Dunstan,  whom  I 
lt;ive  tlierc  euusiiiuLed  abbat,  the  franchise  and  jurisdictiuu, 

•  Iti'  -iriahl  was  not  tlio  son  of  rJurDuiml,  hut  of  Outhforth,  who  wiuh 
drivoii  out  ol  Nurthiuiibcriaud  l>y  Athelstitfu.    Sec  biixuu  Chroaide, 
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rights,  cudtoiii9»  and  all  the  forfeitures  of  all  their  posses- 
sions ;  that  is  to  say,*  burligerithay  and  .  handred-»et4,n!u 

atlms  and  ortlelas,  and  infangeiietheofiis,  hamsocnc,  and  fri- 
(lebrice,  and  forestel  and  toll,  and  team,  throughout  my  king- 
dom,  and  their  lands  shall  be  free  to  them,  and  released  from 
ail  exftctionsi  as  my  own  are.  But  more  especially  shall  the 
town  of  Glastonbttiy,  in  wliicli  is  situated  that  most  ancient 
cJiurcli  of  the  holy  mother  of  God,  together  with  buumV«, 
be  more  free  tliaii  other  places.  The  abbat  of  this  phice, 
nlooe^  shall  have  power,  as  well  in  causes  known  as  unknown ; 
in  small  and  in  great ;  and  even  in  those  which  are  above^ 
and  under  the  earth  $  on  dry  land,  and  in  the  water;  in 
woods  uTul  in  plains  ;  and  he  shall  have  the  same  authority 
oi"  puMisliin<^  or  remitting  the  eriiiKis  of  tU  liiHiuenta  perjyetra- 
ted  within  it,  as  my  court  has  ;  in  the  same  manner  as  my 
predecessors  have  granted  and  confirmed  by  charter  ;  to  wit, 
i^dward  my  father,  and  Elfred  his  father,  and  Kentwin,  Ina, 
and  Cuthred,  and  many  otliers,  who  more  peculiarly  honoured 
and  esteemed  that  noble  place.  And  that  any  one,  either 
bishop,  or  duke,t  or  prince,  or  any  of  their  servants,  sliould 
dare  to  enter  it  for  the  purpose  of  holding  courts,  or  distrain- 
ing, or  doing  any  thing  contrary  to  the  will  of  the  ser- 
vants of  God  tlierc,  I  inliibit  under  God's  curse.  Whosoever 
therefore  shall  hciicvolently  augment  my  (hjuation,  may  his 
life  be  prosperous  in  this  present  world  ;  long  may  he  enjoy 
liis  happiness :  but  whosoever  shall  presume  to  ii'ivade  it 
through  his  own  rashness,  let  him  know  for  certain  that  he 
shall  be  compelled  with  fear  and  trembling  to  give  aet*ount 
helore  the  tribunal  of  a  rigorous  judge,  unless  he  shall  iir^t 
atone  for* his  otFence  by  proper  satistuetion." 
The  atbresaid  donation  was  granted  in  the  year  of  our 

^  The  exjiet  mvantng  of  some  of  these  terns  is  not  cattily  attainable,  but 
they  are  {renemlly  understood  to  imply— jurisdiction  over  the  burif^h,  or 
tosm^hundrcd  court-HMithB  uiid  onlealtt — thieves  taken  within  the  juris- 
diction— hou^icbrcukcrs— 'breach  of  peace — utiencoH  committed  on  the  high- 
ways, or  forestalHnK — tolls — wnrnmty,  or  a  right  of  rechiiming  viUuins  who 
had  absconded.  The  cliaKer  therefore  conveys  a  right  to  hold  various 
courts,  and  consequently  to  try,  and  receive  all  mulcts  arising  from  the 
several  oftences  enumerated,  which  being  generally  redeemable  by  fine, 
})rodviied  conaiderable  bums;  besides,  what  waH  perhaps  of  more  import* 
imce,  exemption  frum  the  vexation;^  of  tlie  kind's  oitieers. 

t  Duke  is  often  used  in  charters^  Uc,  as  synonymous  with  earU 
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Jesus  Ohrist^s  incarnation  944,  in  the  first  of  the  indie* 

tion,  ami  was  written  in  letters  of  gold  in  the  book  of  the 
(ios[)»*l.-«,  which  ho  presented  to  the  same  cliurch  elegantly 
iidurueil.    Sucli  gl'eut  and  ]>rod|>eix>u9  sucecdseSi  however, 
were  ol)ic*ured  by  a  melancholy  death.    A  certoin  robber 
iuuiuhI  Leofa,  whom  he  had  banished  for  his  crimes,  returning 
lii'U'v       yearji*  absence  totally  unexpected,  was  sitting,  on 
till'  feast  of  St.  Augustine,  the  upodtle  of  the  English,  and 
first  arc  hbishop  of  Canterbury,  among  the  royal  guests  at 
Piiekle-clmrch,*  for  on  this  day  tlie  English  were  wont  to  re-  . 
;i:ile  in  commemoration  of  their  first  preacher ;  by  chance 
t«>o,  he  was  placed  near  a  nobleman  whom  the  Icing  had  con- 
.!<    i      <l  to  make  his  guest.    This,  while  the  others  were 
♦  ai^rrly  carousing,  was  p4»reeived  by  the  kin^^  uloae  ;  when,  . 
lanriid  witli  indignation  and  impelled  by  fate,  he  leaped 
friitn  the  table,  caught  the  robber  by  the  hair,  and  dragged 
liiiii  U)  the  floor  ;  but  he  secretly  drawing  a  dagger  from  its 
.>!i<':itli  })hn»!^ed  it  with  all  his  HnTC  into  the  breast  of  the  king 
;i.s  he  lay  upon  hini.    Dying  of  the  wound,  he  gave  rise  over 
iluj  wliole  kingdom  to  many  lictions  coneerning  liis  decease, 
riiti  robber  was  shortly  torn  limb  fiom  limb  by  the  attend- 
ants wbo  rushed  in,  though  lie  wounded  some  of  tlioin  eve 
tin  y  eould  aceoni|>lish  their  purpose.    St.  Dunstan,  ul  that 
time.  al)l>at  of  (ilastonhury,  had  foresecMi  hi.s  igiiobU;  end,  i 
being  fully  persuaded  of  it  from  the  gesticulations  and  inso* 
l«;nt  mockery  of  a  devil  dancing  before  him.     Wherefore,  ' 
hastening  to  court  at  full  speed,  he  received  intelligence  of 
the  tratisaetion  on  the  road,    liy  common  consent  then  ii  ! 
was  <l»'terniined,  tliat  his  body  should  be  brought  to  Glastou-  ; 
bury  and  tlutre  inagnilieently  buried  in  tlie  nortliern  part  of  I 
the  to\v(*r.    Tliat  sueli  had  been  his  intention,  through  Ids 
Biiigular  regard  for  the  abbat,  was  evident  from  particular 
eireuinstances.  •  The  village  also  where  he  was  murdered 
was  made  an  offtn-ing  for  the.  dead,  that  the  spot  which  had 
witnessed  his  fall  might  ever  after  minister  aid  to  his  soul. 

In  liis  fourth  year,  that  is,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  944^ 
Williiiin,  the  son  of  Hollo,  duke  of  Normandy,  was  treacher- 
ously killed  in  France,  which  old  writers  i*elate  as  having 
been  done  with  some  degree  of  justice.  Kiiailpli,  one  of  the 
Nunuan  nubility,  owing  William  a  grudge  from  some  uu- 

*  in  Gloucestcnliire, 
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known  cause,  harassed  him  with  perpetual  aggressions.  His 
.  80ii|  Anschetilt  who  served  under  the  earl,  to  gratify  his  lord 
durst  offer  violence  to  nature  for  taking  hb  fatjher  in  bat- 
tle :  he  delivered  liim  into  the  power  of  the  earl,  relying  on 
the  most  solemn  oath,  that  he  should  suffer  nothing  beyond 
imprisonment*    As  wickedness,  however,  constantly  dis- 
covers pretences  for  crime,  the  earl,  shortly  after  feigning  an 
excuse,  sends  Anschetil  to  Pavia  bearing  a  letter  to  the 
duke  of  Italy,  the  pur[K)rt  of  which  was  his  own  destruction. 
•  Completing  his  journey,  he  wiii^  received,  on  his  entrance 
into  the  city,  in  tlic  most  respectful  inunnor  ;  and  delivering 
the  letter,  the  duke,  astonished  at  the  treachery,  shuddered, 
that'a  warrior  of  such  singular  address  should  be  ordered  to 
be  despatched.    But  as  he  would  not  oppose  the  request  of 
so  reuowued  a  noblenianj  lie  laid  an  iiuibush  of  a  thousand 
horsemen,  as  it  is  said,  for  Anschetil  \vhen  he  left  tlie  city. 
Jt'or  a  long  time,  with  his  eom[Minions  whom  he  had  selected 
out  of  all  Normandy,  he  resisted  their  attack  ;  but  at  hist  he 
fell  nobly,  compensating  his  mvn  death  by  slaying  many  of 
the  enemy.    Tlic  only  survivor  on  either  side  was  lialsu,  a 
Norman,  a  man  of  small  size,  but  of  incredible  courage  ;  al- 
though some  say  that  he  was  ironically  called  short.  This 
man,  I  say,  alone  hovered  round  the  city,  and  by  liis  single 
sword  terrified  the  townspeople  as  long  as  he  thought  pro- 
per.   No  person  >vill  deem  this  incredible,  who  cor\siiUTS 
what  efforts  the  desperation  of  a  courageous  man  Avill  pn»- 
ducc,  and  how  little  military  valour  the  people  of  that  region 
possess.    Keturning  thence  to  his  own  country,  he  laid  his 
complaint  of  the  perfidy  of  his  lord  before  the  king  of  France. 
Fame  reported  tm,  that  Uiuulph,  in  addition  to  his  chains, 
Lad  had  his  eyes  put  out.    In  consequence  the  earl  beinp 
cited  to  his  trial  at  Paris,  was  met,  under  the  pretence  <»l  :i 
conference,  as  they  assert,  and  killed  by  Balso  ;  thus  making  , 
atonement  for  his  own  jierfidy^  and  satisfying  the  nige  of  his 
antagonist  in  the  midst  of  the  river  Seine.    His  death  was 
*.  the  source  of  long  discord  between  the  Frunch  and  Normans, 
till  by  the  exertions  of  Ilichard  his  sou  it  had  a  termination 
wortliy  such  a  personage.    A  truer  history*  itidecd  relates, 
tliat  being  at  enmity  with  Ernulph,  earl  of  Flanders,  he  had 
posscssied  Jiimself  of  one  of  his  castles,  and  that  being  invited 

•  See  Will,  Gcmeticcnsis,  lib.  iii.  c.  11, 
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out  hy  him  to  a  conferonc(%  on  a  pretended  design  of  making 
a  truce,  he  was  killed  hy  l>ulso,  as  they  w(  r<'  <  f)jiversing  in 
a  sliip  :  th:it  a  k(»y  was  Ibund  at  hi8  girdU*,  whicli  being  ap- 
plied to  the  lock  of  his  private  cabinet,  discovered  certain 
monastic  Imbilimcnts;*  for  he  ever  dcsii^ncd,  even  amid  his* 
warlike  pursuits,  one  day  to  beconie  a  monk  nt  Jumieges ; 
which  phu'c,  ch'scrted  from  the  tinii'  of  Hasten,  he  cleared 
ol  tiir  nvcrspreadiiiL^  thorns,  and  with  princely  uiagnificcnce 
exalted  to  its  presc^nt  states 

In  the  y<»ar  of  our  Lord  946,  Ivlred,  Edward's  third  son, 
assuming  the  »rovernnient,  reigned  nine  years  and  a  half. 
He  'javc  ))r()»)t'  thai  he  lia<l  ui>t  (h'gcnerated  in  greatness  of 
soul  !n>m  his  iMthcrand  liis  lirotlirrs  ;  Ibi'  jiv  ii(*arl\' extermi- 
.n:it«Ml  liie  Morthimi])rians  and  the  Scots,  laying  waste  the 
whole  ])rovinee  with  sword  and  famine,  because,  having  with 
little  diilienity  eom[)idl(»d  th<'m  to  swear  fidelity  to  liim,  they 
}>nikc^  tht'ir  onth,  and  ii);i(h'  Iricius  thrir  l;in;jr.    II**  for  a  long 
time  k<'|)t  A\'ul-;(an,  an-hhi^liop  ot'  York,  wlio,  it  was  said, 
connived  at  the.  it  volt  ot*  hi>  conntryincn,  in  ehains,  but 
afterwards,-  out  of  respect  to  his  ecelefiastical  dignity,  re- 
leasc'il  and  pardoned  him.    Tn  the  meantime,  the  king  him- 
H('lt'.  prostrate  at  tlic  fta-t  <A'  tltc  saints,  (h'votfd  ins  life  to 
OkmI  and  to  Diin^taTi.  liy  \vho-<i»  adfooTiitiDn  ln'  endured  with 
paticnet'  his  rr<  (pu'nL  bodily  jmins,"!*  prolonged  his  prayers, 
and  made  liis  )>alaec  altogeth(*r  the  school  of  virtue*  He 
died  aeeom[)anie4l  with  the  utmost  grief  of  men,  but  joy  of 
au'jcls  ;  lor  Diinstan,  h-arnioL''  hy  a  me-  cn^^'r  that  he  was 
sick,  w  hih*  ni-L';inij;  his  hoi'sc  in  ordri*  u>  s('<'  lirni,  heard  a 
t hinulcrin^i;  over  liis  lu'ad,      Now  kin;/  ICilriul  sleeps  in 
thr  Lord."    JJe  lies  buried  in  tlie  entliedral  at  Winchester. 

In  the  \  ('ar  of  our  J^ord  Oo.*),  l^dwy,  son  of  Edmund,  the 
brother  of  Athckstan  thi^  former  I'ving,  taking  possession  of 
the  kin'j(h>nK  retained  it  tonr  years  :  a  wanton  A  (»nth,  who 
uImih  iI  thii  beauty  ot*  his  person  in  illieit  intercourse.  Fi- 
nally, taking  a  woman  nearly  rekited  to  him  as  Ids  ivife, 
hedoated  on  her  beauty,  and  (les])ised  the  advice  of  hi}*  coun* 

•  'riioM»  were  a  M*oi>lK'n  sliirl  ami  cowl.    Will,  ficna't.  lib.  iii.  c,  12. 

t  Kilrcd  k  dcscribuil  hy  linilt'crtli  us  being  consituntly  uppreased  nith 
iicknc8:s ;  :iiid  of  so  weak  h  4li^t:.stioti,  nti  to  be  unable  to  bwalUiw  more  than 
tbc  juiccH  of  the  food  be  bad  tnaistit  ated,  to  the  great  annoyance  of  hil 
guests.   Vita  Dunstani,  Act.  Sanet.  1 D  Mnii« 

I. 
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seUors.  On  the  very  day  he  had  been  consecrated  king,  in 
*  fall  assembly  of  the  nobility,  when  deiiberuting  on  ufTairs  of 
importance  and  essential  to  the  state,  he  burst  suddenly  from 
amongst  them,  darted  wantonly  into  his  chaniberi  and  rioted 
in  the  embraces  of  the  harlot.  All  were  indignant  of  the 
shameless  deed,  and  murmured  among  themselves.  Dunstan 
alone,  with  that  firmness  which  his  name  implies,*  regardless 
of  the  royal  indignation,  violently  dragged  the  lascivious  boy 
from  the  ehamber,  and  on  the  archbishop's  compelling  htm 
to  repudiate  the  strum  pet,f  made  him  his  enemy  for  ever. 
Soon  after,  upheld  by  most  contemptible  bU[)portcrs,  he 
afflicted  with  undeserved  calamities  all  the  members  of  tlio 
monastic  order  throughout  England, — ^who  were  first  de- 
spoiled of  their  property,  and  then  driven  into  exile.  He 
drove  Dunstan  himself,  the  chief  of  monks,  into  Flanders. 
At  that  time  the  face  of  monachism  was  sad  and  pitiabh*.. 
Even  the  monastery  of  Maimesbury,  which  had  been  iiilia* 
bited  by  monks  for  more  than  two  hundred  and  seventy^ 
years,  he  made  a  sty  for  secular  canons*  But  thou,  6 
Lord  Jesus,  our  creator  mid  redeemer,  gracious  disposer,  art 
abuiuhmtly  able  to  remedy  our  derects  by  means  of  those  ir- 
regular and  vagabond  men.  Thou  didst  bring  to  liglit  thy 
trea-sure,  hidden  for  so  many  years — 1  mean  the  body  of  St. 
Aldlielm,  wliich  they  took  up  and  placed  in  a  shrine.  The 
royal  generosity  increased  the  fame  of  the  canons ;  for 
the  king  bestowed  on  the  saint  au  estate,  very  convenient 
iKith  from  its  size  and  vicinity.  But  my  recollection  shud- 
ders even  at  this  timCi  to  think  how  cruel  he  was  to  other 
monasteries,  equally  on  account  of  the  giddiness  of  youth, 
and  the  pernicious  counsel  of  his  concubinei  who  was  pcr- 
petually  poisoning  his  uninformed  mind.  But  let  his  buul, 
long  since  placed  in  rest  by  the  interposition  of  Dunstan^^ 

*  A  quibble  on  hb  name,  an  compounded  of  ^  hill "  and  fitonc." 

t  Much  variation  prevails  among  tlic  earliest  writers  concerning  Elfgiva. 
Hridferth  (Act.  Sanct.  19  Maii)  says,  there  were  two  women,  mother  and 
daughter,  familiar  with  Edwy.  A  contemporary  of  Bridfertli  (MS.  Cott. 
Ncroy  E.  1.)  n:idcrtD,  that  he  was  married,  hut  fell  in  love  witl),aiid  carried 
otf,  another  woman^  A  ^IS.  Saxon  Chron.  (Cott.  Tib.  b.  iv.)  hays,  they 
Hero  separated,  as  bcjng  of  \<.'\n,  Ohbcnic,  KdnuT,  am!  Mabneshury,  in  hi* 
Life  of  Dunstan  (MS.),  all  re])eut  tbe  Rtory  of  the  two  women. 

Dundtan,  learning  that  he  was  dead,  and  tliiU  tlic  dcvila  were  about  to 
carry  ulf  his  soul  in  triumph  by  his  pruyem  obtained  ius  releuikC.  A  curious 


Digitized  by  Google 


A.D,W^07J.J  OF  KINO  EDGAR.       .    »  .  .     •  147 

pardon  my  grief  2  grief,  I  say,  compels  me  to  condemn  him, 
**bccuuse  private  advantage  is  not  to  be  preferred  to  public 
loss,  but  rather  public  loss  should  outweigh  private  advan- 
tage.** He  paid  the  jKinalty  of  liis  n\s\i  altcmpt  even  in  this 
hfe,  being  despoiled  of  the  greatest  part  of  his  kingdom  ;* 
shocked  with  wliich  calamity,  he  died,  and  was  buried  in  the 
new  minster  at  Winchester. 

■ 

CHAP.  VIIL 

Of  king  Edgar ^  son  0/  king  Edmund,    [a.d.  959 — 975.] 

In  the  year  of  our  Lord's  incarnation  959,  Edgar,  the  honour 
and  delight  of  the  English,  the  son  of  Edmund,  the  brother 
of  Kdwy,  a  youth  of  sixteen  years  old,  assuming  tin;  govern- 
ment, licld  it  fur  alMjut  a  similar  j)eriod.  The  transactions  of 
his  reign  are  celebrated  with  peculiar  splendour  even  'in  our 
times.  The  Divine  love,  which  he  sedulously  procured  by 
his  devotion  anil  energy  of  counsel,  shone  propitious  on  liia 
years.  It  is  commonly  reported,  that  at  his  birth  Dunstaa 
]»eard  an  angelic  voice,  saying,  "  Peace  to  Enghwid  so  long 
as  this  child  shall  reign,  and  our  lJunstan  survives."  The 
succession  of  events  was  in  unison  with  the  heavenly  oracle; 
so  much  while  he  lived  did  ecclesiastical  glory  liourish,  and 
martial  clamour  d(M'ay.  Scarcely  does  a  year  elapse  in  the 
chronicles,  in  which  he  did  not  perform  something  great  and 
advantageous  to  his  country  ;  in  which  he  did  not  build 
some  new  monastery.  experienced  no  internal  treachery, 
no  foreign  attack.  Kinad,  king  of  the  Scots,  iMalcohn,  of  tlm 
Cambrians,  that  prince  of  pirates,  IMaccus,  all  the  Welsh 
kings,  whose  names  were  Dul'nal,  Giferth,  lluval,  Jacob, 
Judethil,  being  summoned  to  his  court,  were  bound  to  him 
by  one,  and  that  a  lasting  oath  ;  so  that  meeting  him  at 
Chester,  he  exhibited  them  on  the  river  Dee  in  triumphal 
ceremony.  For  putting  them  all  on  board  the  same  vessels^ 
he  comj)elled  them  to  row  him  as  he  sat  at  the  prow  :  thus 
disj)laying  his  regal  magnificence,  who  held  so  many  kinL'U 
in  subjection.  Indeed,  he  is  reported  to  have  said,  that 
hencelbnvard  his  successors  might  truly  boast  of  being  kings 

colloquy  between  tlio  abbat  anil  tbe  (K  vHh  on  tlie  subject,  may  be  found  ia 
Oabirnc'b  Life  of  Dunstan,  An^^liii  Sacra,  ii.  loa. 

•  TIic  McTciaiiii  Jiad  revolted,  and  eluibcn  J'^di^ar  king. 
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of  England,  since  tUey  would  enjoj  so  singular  an  honour. 
Ilcncc  his  fame  being  noised  abroad)  foreignord,  Saxonsi 
Fleming.^  and  even  Danea»  frequently  sailed  hither,  and 

were  on  tcrnis  of  intimacy  with  Edgar,  though  their  urrival 
Was  highly  prejudicial  to  the  natives :  for  from  the  Saxonn 
they  learned  aii  untamcable  ferocity  of  mind  ;  from  tlie  Flem- 
ings an  unmanly  delicacy  of  body ;  and  from  the  Danes 
drunkenness  ;  though  they  were  before  free  from  sueli  pro* 
pensitics,  and  disposed  to*  observe  their  own  eustoms  with 
native  simplicity  rather  than  admire  tho^e  of  others.  For 
this  history  justly  and  deservedly  blames  him  ;  for  the  other 
imputations  which  I  slmll  nientiou  hereafter  have  rather  boon 
cast  on  Iiim  by  ballads. 

At  this  time  the  light  of  holy  men  was  so  resplendent  in  Eng- 
land, that  you  would  believe  tlie  very  stiirs  IVoiii  lieaven  8n)ik'iJ 
upon  it.    Among  these  was  Dunstun,  wiiom'I  have  mentioned • 
Ro  fitsquently,  lirst,  abbat  of  Glastonbury;  next,  bishop  of 
Worcester ;  and  lastly,  archbishop  of  Canterbury ;  of  great 
power  in  earthly  matters,  in  high  favour  with  God ;  in  the 
one  representing  Martha,  in  the  other  Mary.    Next  to  king 
Alfred,  he  was  the  most  extraordinary  patron  of  the  liberal 
arts  throughout  the  whole  island  ;  the  munificent  restorer  of 
monasteries ;  terrible  were  his  denunciations  against  trans- 
gressing kings  and  princes  ;  kind  was  his  supj)ort  of  the 
niiddliiig  aiul  poorer  classes.    Indeed,  so  extremely  anxious 
was  he  to  preserve  peace  ever  in  ti-ivial  matters,  that,  as  his 
countrymen  used  to  assemble  in  taverns,  and  when  a  little 
elevated  quarrel  as  to  the  proportiuns  of  their  liquor,  he  or- 
dered  gold  or  silver  pegs  to  be  fttstencd  in  the  pots,  tliat 
whilst  every  man  knew  liis  just  measure,  shame  should  com- 
pel eaeh  neither  to  take  more  liimself,  nor  oblige  others  to 
drink  beyond  their  proportional  share.    Osberne,*  precentor 
of  Canterbury,  second  to  none  of  these  times  in  composition, 
^nd  indisputably  the  best  skilled  of  all  in  music,  who  wrote 
Iiis  life  with  lloimin  elegance,  forbids  me  to  relate  farther « 
praiseworthy  anecdotes  of  him.    Besides,  in  addition  to  this, 
if  the  divine  grace  shall  accompany  my  design,  I  intend  after 
the  succession  of  the  kings  at  least  to  particulariase  the  names 
of  nil  the  bishops  of  each  province  in  England,  and  to  offer 
tiiem  to  the  knowledge  of  niy  euuntrymcn,  if  I  shall  be  able 
*  Oftbcmc's  Life  of  St.  Dunstan  Is  published  in  tKc  An^lia  Sacia,  voL  ii* 
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(|uity.  How  powerful  indeed  the  s:\Tictity  and  v 
DuiistuiiV  disriples  were,  is  sufficiently  evidenced  b 
wold,  made  abbat  of  Abingdon  iroin  a  iiionk  of  (xlaa 
and  afterward^  bishop  of  WiQchesterp  who  built  l^  n 
such  [i^rc^at  monasteries,  as  to  make  it  appear  hnrdly 
how  the  bisliop  of  one  see  sliould  be  able  to  effect  ' 
king  of  Kn^latifl  liim^c^lf  <*onld  scarcely  inulertalu 
dcctived,  and  err  tiarougk  liasty  opitiion,  if  whnt  1 1 
not  evident.  ITow  great  are  the  monasteries  of  Elj 
borough,  and  Thorney,  which  he  raised  from  the  fom 

and  completed  by  hi.s  industry  ;  wbieh  tlK»ugh  repea 
duci'il  by  tlie  wickedness  of  jduuderer.*;!,  are  yet  siiili 
their  inhabit auts«  His  lite  wns  composed  in  a  dec 
by  Wulstan,*  precentor  of  Winchester,  who  had 
attendant  and  pupil:  he  wrote  also  another  verj  use! 
"  On  the  Ilannony  of  Sounds,"  a  proof  tliat  he  was  i 
EnglisliTnan,  a  man  of  pious  lite  and  Ci>ii«'ct  elo(|ue 
that  time  too  Oswald,  nephew  of  OJp,  wlio  Iiad  bo 
bisiiop  before  Bunstan,  from  a  monk  of  Florjr  beeoi 
shop  of  Worcester  and  archbishop  of  York,  elaimi 
honours  with  the  others.  Treadinj^  tlic  same  patlis 
tciukd  the  monastic  pror(\-si()ii  by  his  autlnjrity,  aii' 
monastery  at  Ramsey  in  a  marsliy  situation.  He  i 
cathedral  of  Worcester  with  monks,  the  canons  t 
driven  out  by  force,  but  circumvented  by  pious 
Bishop  Ethel  wold,  by  the  royal  command,  had  be 
pellcd  tl^c  onnfJMs  from  Winchester,  who,  upon  tl 
giving  them  an  option  either  to  live  according  to  t\x\ 
part  tlie  place,  gave  the  preference  to  an  easy  life,  t 
at  that  time  without  fixed  habitations  wandering 
whole  island.  In  this  manner  tlicse  tliroe  persons,  i 
ting  En^^hiTid,  as  it  Avere,  with  a  triple  liL^ht,  chased 
thick  darkneijs  of  error.  In  conse(pience,  Kdgar  ^ 
the  monastery  of  Glastonbury,  which  he  ever  lovei 
all  others,  with  great  possessions,  and  was  aniriously 

4 

•  Walstiin*H  Lifo  of  LthclwuUl  in  iiriiUcil  by  Mubilhjii,  luid  L 
SanctonuTi,  AntwtT]).  Axivr.  tonic  i. 

t  lie  crcctei!  anolluT  cliiirch  at  Worcester,  in  whicli  ho  pla( 
lie  cauuua  Imdiii^  lUc  jicujilc  desert  them  in  order  tu  o)>tain  th( 
V comers,  by  ilegrcci  took  the  inon.istic  habit.    See  Main 
'Ontlf,  lib.  iii. 
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in  all  tlungs  pertaining  either  to  the  beauty  or  convenience 

of  the  church,  whether  internally  or  externally.    It  may 
proper  here  to  subjoin  to  our  narrative  tlie  charter  he 
granted  to  the  eaid  church,  aa  I  have  read  it  in  their  ancient 
ehartulary.* 

*  Some  MS&  omit  fnnn  ^  Edgar  of  glorious  memory,  &c."  to  spoken 
of  another.  The  monastic  onlcr,"  £cc.  in  page  156,  and  inieri  tho  charter 
•t  len^^h,  together  wiUi  what  follows  it,  thus : 

"In  llie  name  of  our  Lord  Je»us  Christ :  although  the  decree* of  pon* 
tiffs  and  the  decisions  of  prifsts  are  fixinl  by  irrevocable  l>onds,  like  the 
foimdiitions  of  the  niountaifiH,  vet,  nevcrthclcas,  thniugh  tlio  Htormii  and 
tcmpctits  of  ttecular  mattcn},  and  the  corruptions  of  reprobate  men,  the  in> 
stitutions  of  the  holy  church  of  God  are  often  convulsed  and  broken. 
Wherefore  I  perceive  that  it  will  be  advantageous  to  posterity  that  1  should 
confirm  by  rating  what  has  been  determined  by  wholesome  eDunsL-!  and 
common  consent.    In  conswjuciice,  it  ucemw  proper  tliAi  the  church  uf  the 
most  blessed  mother  of  God,  the  eternal  vii^in  Alary,  of  Chustonbury,  in- 
wmuch  iiii  it  had  always  possessed  the  chief  dignity  in  my  kingiloni,  bhould 
be  honoured  by  us  with  some  especial  and  unusual  privilege.  Dunstun, 
therefore,  and  Oswald,  archbishops  of  Canterbury  and  York,  exhorting 
thereto,  and  Brithelm,  bishop  of  Wells,  and  otlier  bishops,  abbats,  and 
chiefs  aasentiag  and  approving,  I,  Edgar,  by  the  grace  of  (Jod,  king  of  the 
English,  and  ruler  and  governor  of  the  adjacent  nations,  In  the  name  of  the 
hlc:ksed  Trinity,  for  the  soul  of  my  father  who  reposes  there,  and  of  my  pre- 
decessors, do  by  this  present  privilege  decree,  appoint,  and  establish,  that 
the  aforesaid  monastery  and  all  its  possessions  shall  remain  free  and  ezone- 
rated  from  all  payments  to  the  Exchequer  now  and  for  e\  er :  they  bIuiU  have 
M)c  and  sac,  on  strondc  and  on  wudc,  on  feldc,  on  griilihrice,  on  bur^brice, 
hundredsetcna,  and  mortlicms,  utbuii,  and  urdclas,  calle  hordas  bul'an  eor* 
than,  and  beneothan  :  infangenetheof,  utfangenotheof,  flemencfertha,  haim- 
"ocne,  friderbrice,  forest eal,  toll  and  team,  just  as  free  and  peaceably  as  1 
have  in  my  kingdom  :  let  the  same  liberty  and  power  also  as  I  )i:ive  in  my 
own  court,  as  well  in  forgiving  aii  in  puniihing,  and  in  every  other  matter, 
he  possesbcd  by  the  abhat  and  monks  of  the  afores«iid  monastery  within 
their  court.    And  should  the  abbat,  or  any  monk  of  that  place,  upon  his 
journey,  meet  a  thief  going  to  the  gallows,  or  to  any  other  punibhnicnt  of 
deatli,  they  i»hall  have  power  of  rescuing  him  from  the  ini{>endijig  dan^'er 
throughout  my  kingdom.    Moreover,  I  cunfinn  and  establish  what  has 
hitherto  been  bcrupulously  ohsor\ Ijy  nil  my  prcdcccssorj*,  that  the  bishop 
of  WelU  and  his  ministers  Hhall  have  no  power  whatever  over  this  momus- 
terv,  or  ltd  pari-sh-cliurchca  ;  tluit  in  to  wiy,  SUcct,  Mirieling  [Merlinge], 
liudccal,  Siiapvvick,  Suwy,  or  their  cliapels,  or  even  over  those  contained 
In  the  islands,  that  is  to  bay,  Beokery,  otherwise  called  Little  Ireland,  God* 
ncy,  Martcnsiii,  Patheneberga,  Adredscia,  and  Fcrmmcroy  -excopi  only 
vhen  summoned  by  the  ubbat  for  dedications  or  ordinations,  nor  shall  they 
cite  tbclr  priests  to  their  synods  or  chapters,  or  to  any  of  their  courts,  nor 
sliaU  tliey  suspend  them  from  their  holy  oflice,  or  presume  to  exercise  any  - 
right  over  them  whatever*   The  abbat  shall  cause  any  bishop  of  the  same 
jirovlttce  he  pleases  to  ordain  his  monks,  and  tho  clerks  of  the  aforesaid 
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"  Edc^ar  of  glorious  memory,  king  of  the  Angles,  soi| 
ot  kin;^  Kdinund,  whose  inclinations  were  ever  vi^yilantly 
beiit  oil  divine  mattera^  often  ooauog  to  the  inonastery  of  the 

churchi^,  according  to  the  andent  ciutom  of  the  ehuieh  of  Glastonbury, 
and  t)ie  apostolical  authority  of  aichbiahop  DunsUn,  aad  of  all  the  Ushops 
of  iity  kingdom  ;  but  the  dedi^tioiii  of  the  ehurchee  we  consiga  to  the 
bibluip  of  if  he  be  required  by  the  abbot  At  Easter  let  him  re- 
cfivc  tlio  flirLsni  of  sanctification,  and  the  oil  from  the  bishop  of  Wells, 
aciotditi^'  to  iustoRiy  and  distribute  them  to  his  before  mentioned  churches, 
Tlii:*  too  i  coniinand  above  all  other  things  :  on  the  curse  of  God,  and  by 
iny  .iiitlt<^<ritv ,  ^.lvillg  the  right  of  the  holy  Roman  church,  and  that  of 
(  iiiU  ihury,  J  inhibit  nil  persons,  of  whatever  dignity,  be  they  king,  or 
hi>)ioj»,  or  «  arl,  or  prince,  or  any  of  my  dependants,  from  daring  to  enter 
tlic  hmniils  ot  ( I  !;istonbury,or  of  the  above  named  parishes,  for  the  purpose 
ot  si  .in  Imi/,  M  i/in^',  holding  courtn,  or  Uoin;;  any  tiling  to  the  prejudice  of 
tin- ii'.">  ot  ( I  oil  thiTc  rthiding.  The  ahhat  and  convent  »hal!  alone 
!  ivr  j.n\\«,r  ill  raMH's  knovn  and  unknown,  in  small  and  in  great,  and  in 
cvt  ry  thin  :  .i>  w  v  have  before  related.  And  whosoever,  iij>on  any  occasion, ' 
uliatcvt  r  1m'  lii>  dignity,  whatever  hi:}  order,  whatever  his  profession,  shall 
,iti«  iiijii  to  jK-rvcTt  or  nullify  the  pre-eminency  ot  this  my  privilege  hv  sacri- 
l(^..iu^  !..,;. ill.  let  him  he  aware  that  he  nia?it  without  u  doubt  give  ac- 
r.uitii  ill.  trul,  with  fear  and  trembling,  ])cf(^re  a  sc'vere  Judge,  unless  he 
lifNt  »  ti(!t  ,i\our  to  make  reparation  by  pri>|>er  witisfaetion."  The  charter 
of  this  j)r:vil<  the  aforesiiid  king  Kdgur  continned  by  hi.s  own  signature  at 
Londt'U,  in  the  twelfth  year  of  liis  reign,  witl)  the  common  consent  of  his 
iio)»ki> ;  and  in  the  same  year,  which  wim  the  9G5th  of  our  Lord'b  incariiu- 
ti(»n,  and  the  I  Ith  of  the  indictiun,  popo  John,  in  a  general  assembly,  au* 
tliorl/ed  it  at  Home,  and  made  all  the  men  of  chief  dignity  who  presided 
at  tl:at  eonneil  cnnfinn  it ;  and  also,  from  motives  of  paternal  regard,  sent 
a  U  tter  to  the  following  etiuct  to  earl  Alfiric,  who  was  then  grievously  inr- 
fceeming  the  afurebaid  church: — 

^  lii>h<ip  J  ohn,  bcrvant  of  the  servants  of  God,  to  Aline  the  distinguished 
oiirl,  and  our  <l early  beloved  son  in  the  Spirit,  perjictual  health  and'apos* . 
tolical  lieiu  dictiom  We  have  learned,  from  the  report  of  ecrtain  faithful 
people,  that  you  commit  many  enormities  against  the  church  of  the  holy 
Miuthi  r  ot  <iod,  called  Mary  of  (ihistunbury,  Cvhich  is  acknowledged  to  1m*» 
hitig  ^tdely  to,  and  to  be  under  the  protection  of,  the  Uomun  Pontiif,  from 
the  earliest  times ;  and  that  you  have  seized  with  boundless  rapacit}'  upon 
its  esi.ttt  s  and  pf>ssessions,  and  even  the  churches  of  Brent  and  Pilton, 
wliicli,  liy  the  gift  of  king  Ina,  it  legally  possessfes,  together  with  ollur 
cliiirt  Ik  s,  til, it  in  to  bay,  Sowy,  Martiue,  Budecal,  Shapwick,  and  that  on 
accuuiii  of  vuur  near  residonei'  voii  are  a  continual  eneniv  to  its  intc  rt  sts 
It  won'.d,  lukucver,  have  been  becoming,  from  your  living  ko  near,  that  by 
your  a-*i-(ance  the  holy  church  of  (lod  might  have  Iwen  much  bcneHte<l 
and  enrielu  (1  ;  but,  horrible  to  siiy  1  it  is  inij»overished  by  your  hostility, 
and  injun  d  l>y  your  deeds  of  oppression  ;  ami  since  we  doubt  not  that  v>c, 
thouMji  uhwiji  iiiily,  have  received  from  St.  Peter  tlie  apostle  the  care  of  all 
the  cliiirches,  and  solicitude  for  nil  things  ;  we  tiicrefore  aihnonish  your 
ulfcciion,  to  ah.^t4uu  from  plundering  it,  for  the  love  of  the  apostles  Pctcf 
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Wy  mother  of  God  at  .Glastonbury,  and  studying  to  honour 
this  place  with  dignity  superior  to  otliers,  hath  by  the  com- 
mon consent  of  the  bishops,  abbats,  and  nobility,  conferred 
oa  it  many  and  very  splendid  privileges  ;~the  first  of  which 
that  no  person,  unless  a  monk  of  that  plaee^  shall  there  be 
abbat,  either  in  name  or  in  oflice,  nor  any  other,  except  such 
as  tlie  common  consent  of  the  meeting  shall  liavc  chosen  ac- 
cording to  the  tenor  of  the  rule.   But  should  necessity  so 
ordain,  that  an  abbat  or  monk  of  another  monastery  be  made 
president  of  this  place,  then  he  deems  it  proper  that  none 
shall  be  appointed,  but  such  as  the  congregation  of  the  mo- 
nastery may  elect,  to  preside  over  them  in  the  fear  of  the 
Lord ;  nor  shall  this  be  done,  if  any,  even  the  lowest  of  the 
coogregation,  can  be  there  found  fit  for  the  office.    He  hath 
appointed  too^  that  the  election  of  their  abbat  shall  rest  for 
ever  ia  the  monks,  reserving  only  to  himself  and  his  lieirs 
the  power  of  giving  the  pastoral  staff  to  the  elected  brother, 
ilc  hath  ordained  also,  tlnit  so  often  as  the  abbat  or  the 
monks  of  this  place  shall  appoint  any  of  their  society  to  be 
dignified  with  holy  orders,  they  shall  cause  any  bishop 
<*auonically  unlaineil,  either  iu  his  own  cathedral,  or  in  tlio 
monastery  of  St.  Mary  at  Glastonbury,  to  ordain  such  monks 
and  clerks  as  they  deem  fit  to  the  church  of  St.  JIary.    lie  . 
bath  granted  moreover^  that  as  he  himself  decides  in  his  own 
dominions,  so  the  abbat  or  tlie  convent  shall  decide  the  causea 
of  their  entire   iiiland,*   in  all  matters  ecclesiastical  or 
secular,  without  the  contradiction  of  any  one.    Nur  shall  it 
be  lawful  for  any  person  to  enter  that  island  which  bore  wit- 
ness to  liis  birth>  whether  he  be  bishop,  duke,  or  prince,  or 
person  of  whatever  order,  for  the  purpose  of -there  doii^g  any 
thing  prejudicial  to  the  servants  of  God  :  tlii.s  hi*,  forbids  al- 
together, iu  the  same  manner  as  liis  predecessors  have  sanc- 
tioned and  confirmed  by  their  privileges  ;  that  is  to  say, 
Kentwin,  Ina,  Ethelard,  Cuthred,  Alfred,  Edward,  AtheU 
Stan,  aiid  Edmund.    When,  therefore,  by  tlio  common  con- 

and  Paul,  ami  respect  to  us,  invading  none  of  posses^sions,  churches, 
chapels,  phice:*,  and  estates ;  but  if  you  pei^ii>t,  renieuihcr,  that  hy  the  au- 
thority of  the  cliief  of  the  apostlea,  committed  unto  us,  you  shall  be  ex- 
communicated and  banished  from  the  company  of  tlie  faitlifuh  subjected 
CO  a  ptrpetujil  cumc,  und  doomed  to  eternal  tire  with  the  traitor  Judas." 

*  Glastoi)l)ury  is  situated  on  land  which  was  once  on  ibluad  fori^icd  by  a 
itagDatioa  of  iiilund  watcrsj  in  a  low  situatioiu 
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aen^  as  has  been  said^     Ub  preiatGSi  ai 
he  determined  to  grant  tbim  privileges  t6' the  pliu^ 

.siiid,  ho  laid  his  own  horn,  beauUiuUy  ibrmed  ot*  ivo 
adoraed  with  gold,  upoa  the  altar  of  the  holy  mother  c 
and  by  '*t  d  jiuitiou  confirmed  them  to  the  same  he 
ther  of  God,  and  her  monka^  to  bjct  possessed;^! 
Soon  after  he  caused  this  horn  to  be  cut  iii  two  in  \ 
fjfiioe,  tliut  no  i'utiirc  iibbiit  lai^ht  give  or  bell  it  lu  iU 
cuuunuiuliug  pi\rt  of  it  to  be  kept  upon  tlie  spot  for  i 
many  of  the  aforesaid  donation.  lleooUectiogi  howeVc 
great  is  the  temerity  of  human  ineonstaiiey,  and  on  i« 
Is  likely  to  creep,  and  fearing  le.st  any  one  liereaftcr 
uUi'iJipt  to  tiikc  away  tliu.si-  privilr«j^es  fmin  tlii:^ 
eject  the  moukd|  ho  sent  thi^  elmrier  of  royal  li  ben 
the  renowned  lord,  pope  Jolm,  wlio  hud  succeeded  0( 
in  the  honour  of  the  pontificate,  begging  Iiim  to  corr^ 
these  grants  by  an  apostolical  bull.  Kindly  receivi 
legation,  the  pope,  with  the  a.^;>enLuig  voice  of  tlic 
couucil|  confirmed  what  had  been  already  orduiueU,  I 
ting  an  aiK>stolieal  injunctioui  teiTibly  hurling  on  the 
toi*2i  of  tliem,  ttliould  any  be  tM>  daring,  the  vengean 
perpetual  curse.  This  confirmation  therefore  of  the 
suid  pope,  tliiCL-tcd  to  tin;  .^aiin*  placi*,  king  Kdgar,  of' 
memory,  laid  upon  the  altar  of  the  holy  mother  of  Go 
perpetual  remembraucC|  comnianding  it  to  be  careful 
in  future  for  the  inforniation  of  posterity.  Wc  have  , 
it  j)roper  to  insert  both  these  instruments,  lest  we  she 
ftUp[/used  to  invent  such  things  against  lil0^e  persoi 
si'f'k  to  enti  i-  iiito  the  fold  of  iSt.  Mary,  hot  like  :>iieph*. 
the  door,,  but  like  thieves  and  robbers,  some  other  way 
it  known  to  all  tiic  faithful,  tliut  I,  John  the  twelfth,  t 
the  mercy  of  God  unworthy  pope  of  tlie  holy  Roma 
aia  intreated  by  the  humble  retpn'st  of  the  noble  Edge 
of  the  Angles,  and  of  Duubtan,  archbishop  of  the  holy 
of  Canterbury,  for  tlui  monastery  of  St.  Mary,  Glasto 
which,  induced  by  the  love  of  tiie  heavenly  King,  the 
endowed  with  many  great  possessions,  increjtsing  in  it  1 
nastic  order,  and  luiving  e<jiiliniifd  it  by  royal  grant,  th 
me  also  m  to  Wherelbre  assenting  to  tiieir  atle( 
request,  I  take  that  place  into  the  bosom  of  the 
church,  ^nd  tl\c  protection  of  the  holy  a|)03tlca,  and  . 
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and  conflrm  its  immunttios  as  long  as  it  shall  renuun  in  tlia 

same  conveatual  order  in  which  it  now  flourishes.  The 
monks  shall  have  power  to  elect  their  own  superior  ;  ordina- 
tion, as  well  of  monks  as  of  clerks,  shall  be  fxi  the  will  of  the 
abbat  and  convent;    We  ordiuOt  moreover,  that  no  person 
shall  haye  liberty  to  enter  this  islands  either  to  hold  conrtSy 
to  make  inquiry,  or  to  correct ;  and  should  any  one  attempt 
to  oppose  tliis,  or  to  take  away,  retain,  diminish,  or  luiriL<s 
with  vexatious  boldness,  the  possessions  of  the  .same  church, 
he  shall  become  liable  to  a  perpetual  curse,  by  the  authority 
of  God  the  Father,  Son,  and  Holy  Spirit,  tiie  holy  mother  of 
God,  the  holy  apostles  Peter  and  Paul,  and  all  saints,  unless 
he  recant.    But  the  peace  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  be  with  * 
all  who  maintain  the  rights  of  the  place  aforesaid.  Amen, 
And  let  this  our  deed  remain  unshaken.  Done  in  the  time  of 
Edward,  abbat  of  the  said  monastery."   The  aforesaid  king 
Edgar  confirmed  these  things  at  London,  by  his  solemn  char- 
ter, in  the  twelfth  year  of  Jiis  rcigu  ;  and  in  tlie  same  year, 
that  is,  of  our  Lord  965,*  the  pope  aforesaid  allowed  them  in 
a  general  synod  at  Borne,  and  commanded  all  members  of 
superior,  dignity  who  were  present  at  the  said  general  coun- 
cil, to  confirm  them  likewise.    Let  the  despisers  then  of  so 
terrible  a  curse  consider  well  wliut  an  extensive  seiU(jncc  of 
excommunication  hangs  over  their  heads  :  and  indeed  to  St. 
Peter  the  ai)ostle,  the  chief  of  apostles,  Christ  gave  the  office 
tether  of  binding  or  loosing,  as  well  as  the  keys  of  the  kiug<» 
dom  of  heaven.    But  to  all  the  faithful  it  must  be  plain  and 
evident,  that  the  h(;ad  of  the  Uoinan  eluireh  must  be  the 
vicar  of  this  apostle,  and  the  immediate  inlieritor  of  his 
power.    Over  this  church  then  John  of  holy  memory  lauda- 
bly presided  in  his  lifetime,  as  he  lives  to  this  day  in  glorious 
recollection,  promoted  thereto  by  the  choice  of  God  and  of 
all  the  people.    If  then  the  ordinance  of  St.  Peter  the  apos- 
tle l)e  bindint!^,  consequently  that  of  Jolm  the  po])e  must  be  so 
likewise  ;  but  not  even  a  madman  would  deny  tlie  ordinance 
of  Peter  the  apostle  to  bo  binding,  conserpiently  no  one  in  his 
sober  senses  can  say  that  the  ordinance  of  tJohn  the  pope  is 
invalid.    Either,  therefore,  acknowledging  the  power  con- 
ferred by  Christ  on  St.  Peter  and  his  successors,  they  will 
abstain  from  transgressing  against  the  authority  of  so  dread- 

•  The  twelOh  of  Edgar  was  D71. 
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fill  an  interdict,  or  else  contemning  it,  they  will,  with  tiie 

devil  and  his  aiip^els,  briii^  upua  tliemselvcs  the  etciiial  dura- 
tion of  the  eur^c  afurcwritlen.  In  consequence,  it  is  mani- 
fest tliat  no  stranj^er  ever  seized  this  monastery  for  himself 
wlio  did  not,  as  shall  appear,  disgracefully  lose  it  again ;  and 
that  this  occurred,  not  1)y  any  concerted  plan  of  the  monks, 
hut  by  the  judgment  of  God,  for  the  avcnj^in^^  liis  holy  au- 
thuiity.  AVherefore  let  no  man  reading  this  despise  it,  nor 
aiake  liimscil'  conspieuous  by  being  angry  at  it  ;  fur  should 
he,  perhaps  he  will  confess  that  to  be  said  of  himself  which 
was  designed  to  he  spoken  of  another.  The  monastic  order, 
for  a  long  time  depr(»ssed,  now  joyfully  reared  its  head,  and 
lience  it  eanje  to  pa-s  that  our  nionastciry  also  resinned  its 
;in(  iriit  liberties  :  but  this  I  tliiid;  will  be  more  suitably  rela- 
ted in  ilie.  words  of  the  king  himself. 

"  I,  Kdgar,  king  of  all  Albion,  and  exalted,  by  the  subjcc* 
tion  of  the  surroundin*^  kings  maritime  or  insular,  by  the 
hountii'nl  graee  of  (iod,  to  a  d<  u[*<'<i  never  enjoyed  by  any  of 
my  proge  nitors,  have  otten,  mindtul  of  .so  high  an  honour, 
diiig(  ntly  considered  what  olVering  I  should  more  especially 
rntike  from  niy  earthly  kingdom,  to  the  King  of  kings.  In 
«id  of  my  pious  devotion,  heavenly  love  suddenly  insinuated 
to  my  waii  iilnl  solieitnch.*,  that  I  slnuild  rebuild  all  the  lioly 
inonasti-rios  throughout  my  kingilom,  which,  as  they  were 
outwardly  ruinous,  with  mouldering  shingles  and  wonn-eaten 
boards,  even  to  the  rafters,  so,  what  was  still  worse,  they  had 
bectmie  internally  neglected,  and  almost  destitute  of  the  scr- 
viee  of  (Jod  ;  wherefore*,  ejceting  those  illiterate  clerks,  sub- 
ject to  the  di^eipline  of  no  regular  order,  in  many  places  I 
have  appointed  ])astors  of  an  holier  race,  that  is,  of  the  mon- 
astic order»  supplying  thern  with  ample  means  out  of  mv 
royal  revenues  to  repair  their  churches  wlierever  ruinated. 
One  of  these  pastors,  by  nanu;  Klfrie,  in  all  things  a  time 
priest,  1  have  a^ipointed  guardian  of  tliat  mu^t  eelehrated 
monastery  which  the  Angles  call  ])y  a  twofold  name  ilald- 
ehnes-burgli.  To  which,  for  the  benctit  of  my  soul,  and  in 
.  honour  of  our  Saviour,  and  the  holy  mother  of  God  the  vir* 
gin  Mary,  and  the  apostles  l\iter  ;iih1  Paul,  and  the  amiable 
prelate  Aldhehn,  1  liiive,  restore*!,  with  muiutlcent  liberality, 
a  portion  of  land  ;  and  more  especially  a  piece  of  ground,* 
Here  h  an  omissionj  apparently,  which  ma;^  he  fiupplicd  from  the  Aos* 
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with  meadows  and  woods.  This,  leased  out  by  the  aforesaid 
priest,  was  unjustly  held  by  the  contentious  Edelnot;  but  his 
?aiu  and  subtle  disputation  being  heard  by  my  counsel- 
lorsi  and  Iiis  false  defeace  beings  in  my  presence^  nullified, 
by  them,  I  have  restored  it  to  the  use  of  the  monastery  in 
the  year  of  our  Lord  974,  in  tlie  fourtecntk  of  my  reign,  and 
tte  iirst  of  my  royal  consecration.** 

And  here  I  deem  it  not  irrelevant  to  commit  to  writing 
wliat  was  aupornatut*alIy  shown  to  the  king.  He  had  entered  * 
a  wood  abundant  in  game,  and,  as  usually  happens,  while  his  ^ 
associates  were  Jidpersed  in  the  thicket  for  the  purpose  of  hunt- 
ing, he  was  left  alone.  Pursuing  his  course,  he  cunie  to  the  out- 
let of  the  wood,  and  stopping  there  waited  for  his  companions* 
Shortly  after,  seized  with  an  irresistible  desire  to  sleep,  he 
uliglited  from  his  horse,  that  the  enjoyment  of  a  short  re* 
pose  might  assuage  the  fatigue  of  the  past  day.  lie  lay 
ilowii,  therefore,  under  a  wild  apple-tree,  where  the  cluster- 
ing brauehes  had  formed  a  shady  canopy  all  around.  A 
river,  flowing  softly  beside  him,  adding  to  his  drowsiness,  by  its 
gentle  murmur  soothed  him  to  sleep ;  when  a  bitch,  of  the 
hunting  breed,  pregnant,  tmd  lying  down  at  his  feet,  tern- 
lied  him  in  his  slumbers.  Tliougli  the  mother  was  silent, 
yet  the  whelps  within  her  womb  barked  in  various  sonorous 
tones,  incited,  as  it  were,  by  a  singular  delight  in  the  place 
of  their  confinement  Astonished  at  this  prodigy,  as  he 
lifted  up  his  eyes  towards  the  summit  of  the  tree,  he  saw, 
first  one  ni)ple,  and  then  luiother,  fall  into  tlui  river,  hy  tlie 
colh-ion  of  which,  tlie  watery  bubbles  being  put  in  coniino- 
tion,  a  voice  articuhitcjy  sounded,  "  Well  is  thee."  Soon 
after,  driven  by  the  rippling  wave,  a  little  pitcher  appearetl 
upon  the  stream,  and  alter  that  a  larger  vessel,  overflowing 
'with  water,  for  the  former  was  empty  :  and  although  by  the 
violence  of  the  stream  tlie  greater  vessel  pressed  upon  the 
lesser  tliat  it  miglit  discharge  its  waters  into  it;  yet  it  ever 
happened  that  the  pitcher  escaped,  still  empty,  and  again,  as 
in  a  haughty  and  insulting  manner,  attacked  the  larger.  Be- 
turning  homo,  as  the  Psalmist  says,  "lie  thought  uiioii  what 
had  been  done,  and  sought  out  his  spirit."  Ilis  mother  ad- 
dressed him,  however,  tliat  she  might  cheer  both  liis  counto* 

Sac  iu  p.  33.  ^  A  piece  of  ground,  to  wit,  of  ten  farms  (or  maaoni},  called 
Eatotun,''  Ac.   G.  MaUD..do  Vitit  Adhuluu. 
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nance  and  his  heart  ;  sayin<r,  it  sliuiikl  be  hor  care  to  entreat 
God,  who  knew  liow  to  exphun  iny.sterics  by  the  light  of  his 
inspii'ation.  With  this  admonition  he  dispelled  his  grief  aiid 
disinii^scd  liis  nnxiety,  conscious  of  liis  mother's  sntictity,  to 

wlioni  tiod  had  voucIisalVd  many  rcvchitions.  Iler  name 
WU.S  a  \V()nian  intent  on  good  wcnk.^,  and  gifted  Avith 

Eiich  ail'cctiou  und  kindness,  that  she  woidd  even  secretly 
di.schari^e  tlui  jienalties  of  tliose  culprits  whom  tlie  sad  sen- 
tiMicc  of  the  judj^es  had  jmblicly  condcnmed.    That  costly 
clotliin;/,  whicli,  to.nvany  women,  is  the  pander  of  vice,  was 
to  lur  the  means  (d'  liberality;  as  she  wonld  j^ivc  a  garment 
of  the  most  beautiful  workmanship  to  the  lirst  poor  j)cr.son 
bhe  biiw.    Even  nmlice  itsrll*,  as  there  was  nothing  to  carp  at, 
mij^lit  praise  tlie  beauty  of  her  iM*r.son  and  the  work  of  her 
hands.    Thoroughly  comprehending  the  presage,  she  said 
to  lirr  son  next  mornin;j-,     'Mie  l)ai  king  of  the  whelps  whilo 
the  mother  was  sleeping,  implies,  tliat  alter  your  death,  thuso 
persons  who  are  now  li\  ing  and  in  power,  dying  also,  nns- 
creuuls  yet  luiborn  will  bark  against  the  church  of. God* 
And  wheresis  one  apph?  followed  th(^  other,  so  that  the  voicc^ 
'Well   i>   iLi  (','  .-rcmrd  to  proceed  IVolii  the  dashing  of  the 
t^d'Oiid  a;:ain>t  the  iirsl,  this  implies  that  from  }'ou,  who  aro 
jiuw  a  tree  sliading  ail  Kni^laiid,  two  sons  will  proceed  ;  the 
favourers  of  tliC  second  will  destroy  the  fii*st,  when  tho 
chiefs  of  tlie  iliirerent  ]mrties  will  say  to  each  of  the  lioyg, 
*  Wi  ll  is  tlirr/  biH'an.Nc  the  dead  w  ill    'cign  in  heaven,  tliO 
li\  iiiLC  <ai  earth,     l''ora.-min  ji  as  llic  ;.rrraler  pitcher  couhl  nt»t 
till  tiic  smaller,  this  signiiies,  that  the  Northern  natiun.s 
w}ii(!h  are  more  numerous  than  the  Knglisli,  shnll  attack 
Kngland  after  your  death;  and,  although  they  may  recruit 
tiieir  dclicicncics  by  pripctual  sii|»[>Hcs  of  their  countrymen, 
yet  they  shall  never  be  able  to  iill  this  Angle  of  the  world, 
but  Iii-tead  of  that,  our  Angles,  wlieii  they  seem  to  be  com- 
pletely subjugated,  shall  drive  them  out,  and  it  shall  remain 
under  itn  own  and  (Jod's  gov<^rnan(  e,  even  unto  the  time  Ik*-/ 
fore  appointed  by  Cbrist.     Amen."  ' 
I'artliei  pmi^al  w  ill  justify  the  truth  of  the  ])ref?nge.  Tlio 
niamiest  sanctity  both  of  parent  and  chihl  ought  here  to  bo 
con>i(lered  ;  tlnit  tii<i  on<!  should  see  a  mystery  when  broad 
awake  without  impediment,  and  that  the  other  should  be  abte 
to  solve  tlie  problem  by  the  far-discerning  eye  of  prophecy. 
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The  ligoar  of  Edgar*s  justice  was  equal  to  the  sanctity  of 
his  manners,  so  ths^  he  pemutted  no  person,  be  his  dignitj 
what  it  might,  to  elude  the  laws  witti  impunity.  In  hh  time 
there  was  no  private  thief,  no  public  freebooter,  unless  such 
aa  chose  to  risk  tiic  loss  of  life  for  their  nttackii  upon  the 
property  of  others.^  How,  indeed,  can  it  l)e'  supposed  that 
he  would  pass  over  the  crimes  of  meQ  when  he  designed  to  ex- 
terminate every  beast  of  prey  from  his  kingdom ;  and  com- 
manded Judwally  king  of  the  Welsh,  to  pay  him  yearly  a 
tribute  of  three  bundled  wolves  ?  Thiis  he  performed  for 
three  years,  but  omitted  in  the  fourth,  declaring  tluit  he 
could  find  no  more. 

Although  it  is  reported  that  he  was  extremely  sm.all  both 
in  stature  and  in  bulk,  yet  nature  had  condesceudcd  to  en- 
close such  strength,  in  that  diminutive  body,  tliat  lie  would 
voluntarily  challenge  any  person,,  whom  he  knew  to  be  bold 
and  valiant^  to  engage  with  him,  and  his  greatest  appi*ehen- 
sion  was,  lest  they  should  stand  in  awe  of  him  in.  these 
encounters.  Moreover,  at  a  certain  banquet,  where  the 
prating  of  coxeombs  generally  shows  itself  very  freely,  it  is 
reported  tliat  Kinad,  king  of  the  Scots,  said  in  a  sportive 
manner,  timt  it  seemed  extraordinary  to  him  how  so  many ' 
provinces  should  be  subject  to  such  a  sorry  little  fellow.  This 
wiLs  eauglit  up  with  malij^uaut  ear  by  a  certain  laiustrel,  and 
afterwards  cast  in  Edgar's  teeth,  with  the  customary  raillery 
of  such  people.  But  he,  concealing  tlie  cireumstauee  from 
his  friends,  sent  for  Kinad,  as  if  to  consult  him  ou  some 
secret  matter  of  importance,  and  leading  him  inside  far 
into  the  reces.ses  of  a  wood,  he  gave  liiin  one  of  two  swords, 
which  he  had  brought  with  him.  "Kow,"said  he,  "as  we  are 
alone,  I  shall  have  an  opportunity  of  proving  your  strength; 
I  will  now  make  it  appear  which  ought  deservedly  to  com- 
mand the  other;  nor  shall  you  stir  a  foot  till  you  try  the 
matter  with  me,  for  it  is  disji^raeeful  in  a  kin<^  to  ])rate  at  a 
banquet,  and  not  to  be  prompt  in  action."  Confused,  and 
not  daring  to  utter  a  word,  he  fell  at  the  feet  of  his  sovereign 

*  .Edg^ir's  laws  for  the  punitthment  of  ofTtf iidm  were  horribly  ttevcre*  Tlic 
eyes  were  put  out,  nostrib  slit,  eara  torn  off,  hamls  and  feet  eut  off,  nnd, 
finally,  aito  the  scalp  . had  been  torn  oif,  the  miitemble  wretches  were  K  It 
cxpo«ed  to  birds  or  beasts  of  prey.  V.  Acta  Sanctor.  Jab  2,  in  Vita 
^wythooL 
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lortl,  and  asked  fmrddn  for  what  wad  merely  a  jokei 
liu  immediatoly  oLutiaed.  Bui  what  of  tlu^  ?  Kvcj 
iiier,  m  noon  ad  tbc  festival  of  Easter  was  passed,  he 
his  Bhips  to  bo  collected  on  each  coast  ^  cruDsing  to  tl 
era  part  of  the  iabmd  with  the  eastern  fleet  ;  and,  du 
tluit,  with  the  western  to  the  north;  aiid  then  aga 

the  iiortliern  squadruu  tuwaitls  the  eoat,  carefully 
l4j.st  pirated  should  disturb  the  country,    Uuriug  tlu 
and  spring,  travelling  through  the  prov^inccs^  ho  made 
'nto  the  decisions  of  men  in  power^  severely  avenging 
laws,  by  the  one  inode  advancing  justice,  by  the  other 
strength  ;  and  iu  bolii  conr*uLliig  public  ulillty.  T! 
some  j)er5uiLs,  iiuleeil,  who  eiuleuvour  to  dim  hi:i  e^ 
glory  by  sayiuj:!^,  that  in  his  earlier  yearis  he  was  crm 
subjeetSi  and  libidinous  in  respect  of  virgins«r  Tli 
accusation  they  exemplify  thus.    There  was,  in  h 
•one  Athehvokl,  u  aubl^'iniiu  of  celehrit)  and  one  of 
Ihluiita.    The  king  had  eununi^s^ioned  him  to  visit  E 
ilauj^hter  of  Ordgar,  duke  of  Devonshire,  (wliose  cha 
so  fascinated  the  eyes  of  some  persons  that  they  con 
her  to  the  kin^^),  and  to  offer  her  marriage,  if  he 
wore  really  etpial  tu  ripurt.    llastenin<j^  on  hi^  enibi, 
fnulitig  every  tiling  eonsonant  to  i^encral  estimation, 
coaled  his  mission  i'rom  her  parents  and  procured  th 
for  himself,    licturning  to  the  king,  he  told  a  ta 
made  for  his  own  purpose ;  that  she  was  a  girl  not 
of  the  eonHiioii  track  of  bcanty,  and  by  no  means 
such  transcendciiL  dignity.     Wlieu  K<lgai*'s  heart  w; 
^^aged  from  this  alFair,  and  employed  on  other  amoi 
tattlers  acquainted  him,  Iiow  completely  Athelvi 
duped  him  by  his  artifices.    Paying  him  in  liis  own  c 
is,  returning  him- deceit  lor  deceit,  he  allowed  the  e 
couuLcnance,  and,  as  in  a  sportive  liianner,  app 
day  when  he  would  visit  his  far-fanied  lady.  ' 
almost  to  death,  with  tliis  dreadful  pleasantry,  lie 
before  to  his  wife,  entreating  that  she  would  admi 
his  safety  by  attiring  herself  as  unbecomingly  as  i 
tiica  lirst  disclosing  the  intention  of  such  a  pr^ 
.  But  what  did  not  this  woman  dare  ?    She  was  liard 
TQ  the  confidence  of  her  first  lover,  her  first  1 
'  9y0ry  cham  by  art,  and  to  omit  nothii 
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could  stimulate  the  desire  of  a  young  and  powerful  maiu 
Nor  did  events  happen  contrary  to  her  dciiign.    For  he  fell 

so  desperately  in  love  with  her  the  moment  he  saw  her,  that, 
d'ussembling  his  indignation,  he  sent  for  the  earl  into  a  wood 
at  Warewclle,*  called  Ilarewood,  under  pretence  of  hunting,  ^ 
and  ran  him  through  with  a  javelin :  and  when  the  illegiti- 
mate son  of  the  murdered  nobleman  approached  with  his  ac- 
customed familiarity,  and  was  iwkcd  by  the  king  how  he 
liked  that  kind  of  sport,  he  is  reported  to  have  said,  "  Well, 
my  sovereign  liege,  I  ought  not  to  be  displeased  with  titat 
which  gives  you  pleasure.**  This  answer  so  assuaged  the 
mind  of  the  raging  monarch,  that,  for  the  remainder  of  his 
life,  he  held  no  one  in  greater  estimation  than  this  younj^ 
man ;  mitigating  the  offence  of  his  tyrannical  deed  apjaiast 
the  father,  by  royal  solicitude  for  the  son.  In  expiation  of 
tlii.i  crime,  a  monastery  which  was  built  on  the  spot  by 
Elfthrida  is  inhabited  by  a  large  eoiign  ;zation  of  nuns. 

To  thi^  instance  of  cruelty,  they  add  a  second  of  lust  ^ 
Hearing  of  the  beauty  of  a  certain  virgin,  who  was  dedicated 
to  Goc^  he  carried  lier  off  from  a  monastery  by  force,  ravisli- 
ed  her,  and  repeatedly  made  her  the  partner  of  his  bed. 
When  this  circumstance  reached  tlie  ears  of  St.  Dunstan,  he 
was  vehemently  reproved  by  him,  and  underwent  a  seven 
years'  penance ;  though  a  king,  submitting  to  fi\st  and  to 
forego  the  wearing  of  his  crown  for  that  period.^  They  add 
a  third,  in  which  both  vices  may  be  discovered.  King  Kdgar  ^ 
coming  to  Andover,  a  town  not  far  from  Winehestcir,  onlereJ* 
.  the  daughter  of  a  certain  nobleman,  tlio  fame  of'Avliosc  b(MUity 
had  been  loudly  extolled,  to  be  brought  to  hiuu  The  mother 
of  the  young  lady,  shocked  at  the  proposed  cpneubinagc  of 
her  daughter,  assisted  by  the  darkness  of  night  placed  an 
attendant  in  his  bed  ;  a  maiden  indeed  neither  deiieient  in 
ch»gancc  nor  in  iimUTstanding.  The  niglit  having  p;uss(M!, 
when  aurora  was  hastening  into  day,  the  woman  attempted  to 
rise;  and  being  asked,  *'whyin  such  haste?"  she  replied, 
"  to  perform  the  daily  labour  of  her  mistress.**  Retained 
tliough  with  difficulty,  on  her  knees  she  bewailed  her 
wretched  situation  to  ihi  king,  and  entreated  her  freedom  aa 

•  Whorwell,  Hants. 

t  Thisaecmsto  have  been  founded  on  tl)c  Bingular  circumstanco  of  hit 
not  having  been  crowned  till  within  two  yean  of  his  death. 
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tiie  teoompenw  of  her  eomiezioii  with*  l|im  i 

it  became  his  ffteBitm^  not  to  snffar  one  wlib  had  mi] 

to  his  royjil  pleasure,  any  longer  to  groaa  uiuLr  tl 
manda  of  cnu  l  mnstor«."    His  iiuligiiation  hoin*?  . 
and  sternly  smiling,  while  his  mind  was  waveriag 
pity  to  the  girl,  and  displeasure  to  her  mistress,  he^  id 
if  trefttin^  the  whole  as  a -joke,  released  her  fit>ni  sf 
an<l  lil.sini.ssed  liis  {iipjcr.    Soon  after,  Ik^  exalted  ! 
great  honour,  to  bf^  iiiistix  >s  ul*  her  former  tyraiit?^,  li 
suiting  how  t!ioy  liknl  it,  loved  her  entirely,  nor  left 
till  he  took  KUthrida,  the  daughter  of  Ordgar,  to  be  li 
mate  wife.    Elftlu*ida  bore  Um  Edmund,  wlio  dj 
yi  ais  before  his  father,  lies  buried  at  Koiusey,  and  1 
who  pmlmuhI  after  hiin.    Besides,  of  E;ieUl(Mla,  s 
the  fiiir,  the  daughter  of  the  most  powerful  dukOi 
he  begot  Edward ;  and  St.  Editha  of  WuliVitha,  \^ 
certain  was  not  a  nun  at  that  time,  but  being  a  hi 
liiid  nsHunied  the  V(  11  throinjrh  fenr  of  the  king,  tin 
was  imnunliately  aftersvarils  foreed  to  the  royal  1 
whieliy  St.  Dunstan,  otlended  that  lie.  should  deairoh 
person  who  had  been  even  the  semblance  of  a  nun, 
the  pontifical  power  against  him.  Hut  however  thea 
may  be,  tliis  is  eertain,  tliat  IVoin  the  sixteenth  ye 
age,  wht'O  lie  was  appointfd  kiiiL%  till  the  thirtieth,  h' 
without  the  insignia  of  royalty  ;  lor  at  that  time,  th 
and  men  of  every  order  assembling  generally,  he  was 
with  great  [)oinp  at  Bath,  survived  only  three  years, 
huri<-d  at  Olastonhiiry.    Nor  is  it  to  be  foi-^i^otttM^  tl 
ahbat  Ailward  opened  his  tuinl)  in  the  yt  ar  of  ( 
10^2,  he  found  the  body  imeonscious  of  corruption 
instead  of  inclining  him  to  reverence,  served  on 
crease  his  audacity.    For  when  the  receptacle  whic 
j)repared,  seemed  too  small  to  admit  the  botly,  he* 
the  royal  corpse  by  cutting  it.    Whence  the  bluo 
diuiely  gushing  out  in  torrents,  shook  the  hearts  o 
Btandera  with  horror.   In  consequence  his  royal 
were  placed  upon  the  altar  in  a  shrine,  which  be 
self  given  to  tliis  ehureh,  with  the  head,  of  St.  A| 
aihl  tlie  relies  of  A  iiiceut  th(»  martyr  ;  Avhitth  pure 
a  great  price,  he  had  added  to  tiie  beauty  of  the 
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tmcted,  and  not  long  nfter^  going  out  of  the  church,  met  his 
death  by  a  broken  neck.  Nor  did  the  display  of  royal 
sanctity  stop  thus  ;  it  proceeded  still  further,  a  man,  lunatic 
and  blind,  being  there  cured.  Deservedly  then  does  the  re- 
port prevail  among  the  English,  that  no  king,  either  of  hil^ 
own  or  former  times  in  England,  could  be  justly  and  fairly 
compared  to  Edgar:  for  nothings  could  be  more  holy  than 
his  life,  nothing  more  praisev>rorthy  than  liis  justice;  those 
vices  excepted  which  he  afterwards  obliterated  by  abundant 
.  virtues  t  a  man  wlio  rendered  hi»  country  illustrious  through 
his  distinguished  courage,  and  the  brilliancy  of  liis  actions, 
as  well  as  by  the  increase  of  the  servants  of  God.  After  lii5 
departure,  the  state  and  the  hoped  of  the  English  met  with 
a  meUmeholy  reverse.*  . 

CUAP.  IX. 

4 

OfSU  Edward  Idng  mud  mariifr  th$  ma  ofEdgmr^   [a.d.  975—970*] 

In  the  year  of  our  Lord  975,  Edward  the  son  of  Edgiur  be- 
gan to  reign,  and  enjoyed  the  sovereignty  for  three  years ' 
and  a  half.    Dunstan,  in  common  consent  with  the  other 

bishops,  elevated  him  to  the  royal  dignity,  in  opposition,  m  it  is 
said,  to  the  will  of  some  of  the  nobility,  and  of  his  step-' 
mother;  who  was  anxious  to  advance  her  son  Ethelred,  a 
child  scarcely  seven  years  of  age,  in  order  tluii4iei»elf  miglit 
govern  under  colour  of  Ins  name.  Then,  from  the  increasing 
malice  of  men,  the  happiness  of  the  kingdom  was  impaired  ; 
then  too,  comets  were  seen,  which  were  iissertcd  ceitaiuly 
to  portend  either  pestilence  to  the  inhabitants^  or  a  change  in 
tlic  government.  Nqf  was  it  long  ere  there  followed  a 
scarcity  of  corn  ;  famine  among  men  ;  murrain  amonp:  cattle ; 
and  an  extraordinary  uecideut  at  a  royal  town  called  Calne. 
For  as  soon  us  Edgar  was  dead,  tlie  secular  canons  who  iiad 
been  for  some  time  expelled  their  monasteries,  rekindled  the 
former  feuds,  alleging,  that  it  was  a  great  and  serious  dis- 
gniee,  for  new  comers  to  drive  the  ancient  inmates  IVom  tlieir 
(hvidlings  ;  that  it  could  not  be  esteemed  grateful  to  (iod, 
who  had  granted '  them  their  ancient  habitations:  neither 
could  it  be  80  to  any  considerate  man,  who  might  dread  that 

•  Viig.  Auiu  ii.  IU9. 
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iDjttStice  as  likely  to  befall  himself^  whieh  )ie  ha4  MBQ 
take  oAeraJ  Heace  they  proceeded  to  damour  and  rag 
hastened  to  Dunstan  \  tbe  principal  people,  as  ia  thei  c 

of  the  laity,  excLiiuiing  iiioL'e  ospeciully,  thai  the  ' 
which  tlie  eiuiuus  had  wrongfully  hullcred,  ought  to 
ih'essed  by  gentler  measures.  Moreover,  one  of  them, 
rius,  with'  more  than  cominon  audacity,  had  even  oven 
almost  all  the  monasteries  which  that  higldy  revered 
Ethelwold,  bishop  of  Winchester,  had  built  tliroughoul 
ciiL  On  this  account  a  full  synod  being  convened,  the 
iLs.senibled  Jit  \\'iiichesttT.  What  was  the  i^din:;  of  the  t 
of  thnt  [>l;ice,  other  vvritiiigs  dechin?  ;*  rehitiii;/,  th 
image  of  our  Saviour,  speaking  decidedly,  coul'oundi 
canons  and  their  party.  But  men's  minds  being  not 
rest  on  the  subject^  a  council  was  called  at  Calne ;  ^ 
when  all  the  senators  of  England,  the  king  being  abs 
account  of  his  youth,  had  assembled  in  an  upper  clii 
and  business  was  agitated  with  niiicli  aniiiKJsity  a 
hate;  while  the  ^veajK)ns  of  harsh  reproach  ^vcre,  d' 
against  that  lirniest  bulwark  of  tlni  church,  1  mean  Dt 
but  could  not  shake  it;  and  men  of  every  rank  were  eai 
defending  their  several  sides  of  the  question  ;  the  floo 
its  beams  and  supporters  gave  way  suddenly  and  fell 
ground.  AH  fell  with  it  except  Dunstan,  wlio  alone  c 
anliui't  by  standin<jf  on  a  sinLde  rafter  whieh  retained  it 
tiun  :  the  rest  wi  re  ell  her  killed,  or  sul>jected  to  lasti 
lirmity.  This  minicle  procured  the  archbishop  peace 
i^cure  of  the  canons  ;  all  the  English,  both  at  tliut  tii 
afterwards,  yielding  to  his  sentiments. 

Meanwhile  king  Edward  condueted  himself  with  bei 
affection  to  his  infant  bratlier  and  his  stop-mother ;  he  n 
only  tlic  name  ol*  kiii^x,  and  fave  iIh'Ui  the  jmwer  ;  ful 
the  footstt^ps  of  hi.s  father  «  piety,  and  giviiig  both  his  at 

N  and  liis  heart  to  good  council.  The  woman,  howcve 
tliat  hatred  which  a  step-mother  only  can  cnterttiin,  bi 
meditate  a  subtle  stratagem,  in  order  that  not  even  tl 

;  of  king  might  be  wanting  to  her  child,  and  to  lay  a  tn 


W}ien  tho  question  was  o^itcd,  whether  the  monks  nhould 

ported  ui^ithe  lUiikoiui  rcatofed,  tliccruci^x  »nid  to  have  exclaimc 
from  you  :  you  have  done  well  ;  to  chani^'o  ajjaiii  would  bo 
'  i^^,^9lhenie,  AngU  3ucra,  ii.  219,  112 


^e  it 
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0(13  snare  for  Iier  flon4n*laWy  which  she  Accomplished  in  the 

following  manner.    lie  was  returning  home,  tired  with  the 
cha^e  and  gasping  with  thirst  from  the  exercise,  while  liis 
companions  were  following  the  dogs  in  different  directions 
'  as  it  happened,  when  hearing  that  they  dwelt  in  a  neighbour* 
ing  mansion,  the  youth  proceeded  thither  at  full  speed,  un- 
attended and  unauspeoting,  aa  he  judged  of  others  by  his  own 
feelings.    On  his  arrival,  alluring  htm  to  her  with  female 
blandishment,  she  made  him  lean  forward,  and  after  saluting 
him  while  he  was  eagerly  drinking  from  the  cup  which  had  been 
presented,  the  dajrixer  of  an  attendant  ])iereed  him  tlirou^h.4 
Dre«iUfully  wounded,  with  all  liis  remaining  strength  he 
clhp|)ed  spurs  to  his  horse  in  order  to  join  liis  companions ; 
when  one  foot  slipping,  he  was  dragged  by  the  other  through 
the  trackless  patlis  and  re(?csses  of  the  wood,  while  the  stream* 
ing  blood  gave  evidence  of  his  death  to  his  followers.  More- 
over, they  then  commanded  him  to  be  ingloriously  interred 
at  Wareham  ;  envying  him  even  iioiy  t^round  wh<*n  dead,  jvs 
they  had  envied  him  his  royal  dignity  while  living.  They 
now  publicly,  manifested  their  extreme  joy  as  if  they  had 
buried  his  memory  with  liis  body  ;  but  God's  nlKseeing  eye 
was  there,  who  ennobled  the  innocent  victim  by  the  glory 
of  miracles.    So  much  is  human  outweighed  by  heavenly 
judgment.    For  thcici  lights  were  shown  from  a]x>ve  ;  there  i 
the  lame  walked  ;  there  the  dumb  resunuMl  his  faculty  of! 
Kpeoch  ;  there  every  malady  gave  way  to  health.    The  lame 
of  this  pervading  all  England,  proelainuMl  the  merits  of  tlic 
martyr.    The  murderess  excited  by  it,  attempted  a  progress  * 
thither  ;  and  was  alraady  urging  forwai*d  the  horse  she.  hud 
mounted,  when  she  peraeived  tlie  manifest  anger  of  God ; 
for  the  same  creature  which  she  had  heretofore  constantly 

• 

ridden,  and  which  was  used  to  outstrip  tlie  very  wind  in 
speed,  now  by  command  of  God,  stood  motionless.  The 
attendants,  both  with  whips  and  clamours,  urged  him  forward 
that  he  might  carry  his  noble  mistress  with  his  usual  readi- 
ness ;  but  their  labour  was  in  yain«  They  changed  the 
horse  ;  and  the  same  circumstance  recurred.  Her  obdurate 
heart,  though  late,  perceived  the  meaning  of  the  miracle  ; 
wherL'fore,  ^vhat  she  was  not  herself  permitted  to  do,  she 
ftulFrre^l  to  be  ]H;rform(Ml  !>y  another:  for  that  EU'erins, 
whom  I  before  blamed  for  dc;stroying  the  monasteries^  repent- 
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'n\^  of  Ills  rashness,  iiiul  bi;iii«r  lUvply  distressed  in  mind,  took 
up  the  sacred  corpse  fn>in  its  miworthy  l»iirial-i)luce,  and  paid 
it  ju.st  and  distiiij^uislied  huiiours  at  Shaftesbury,  lie  did  not  . 
escape  unpunished,  liowever,  Ibr,  within  a  ycur  afterwttrd:j, 
he  WU9  eatrii  of  the  vmnin  wiiich  wo  call  lice.  Moreover, 
since  a  mind  unreguhited  is  a  torment  to  itself,  and  a  restless 
spirit  endures  its  own  peculiar  punit^hmeut  in  this  KfCi  Elf* 
thil<la  dceliniiiiij  iVoin  her  rei^al  |n-idc,  became  extremely 
jifiiitciit  ;  su  that  at  W  rn  wi  ll,  I'm'  many  years,  she  clothed 
liir  {)a!n|M  r('d  btnly  in  hair-cdoili,  .^h  pL  at  night  upon  the  . 
^TDiiJul  williout  a  I'ill  iw  ;  and  mortilicd  her  ilc»h  with  every 
kind  of  penance.  She  wa4  a  beautiful  woman  ;  singularly 
fultliful  to  her  husband  ;  but  deserving  punishment  £vom  the 
commission  of  so  i^rcut  a  crime.  It  is  believed  and  commonly 
i\|»'»rtrtl,  that  froiii  her  violence  to  Kdwanl,  the  country  Ibr^ 
a  loiji^  liuic  after  gruauetl  under  tiic  yoke  of  barbarian  scr-? 
vitiidc. 

At  Shaflc-bury,  truly  shliu's  a  s[)lciuiid  proof  of  royal  \ 
sanctity  ;  Ibr  to  his  merit  Hiu>t  it  bti  attributed,  that  there  u 
numerous  choir  of  women  th»dicatcd  to  God,  iu)t  only  en- 
li^^htcu  those  j>arts  with  the  bhr/<3  of  their  religion,  but  even  . 
reach  the  very  heavens.    Thtjre  reside  sacred  virgins  wholly 
*■  uneonseioiH  <»f  eoutannnatiou,  there,  continent  widows,  igno- 
nuit  of  a  second  Ifune  after  the  extinction  of  th«^  first  ;  in  ttH 
\vlio-.c  manner,  ^M'acctnl  mode-ty  is  so  blendiMl  with  chastened  | 
elcLMuce,  thai  nothing;  can  ('xcceil  it.  *  i»ideed  it  is  matter  I 
ot'ihtiibt  whieh  to  api^hind  most,  their  assiduity  in  tjicserviee 
of  God  or  their  atfability  in  their  converse  with  men  :  hence 
assent  is  justly  given  to  thcne  persons  who  say  that,  the  world, 
which  has  long  totte  red  with  the  weight  of  its  sins>  is  entirely 
bLi])portetl  ijy  their  prayers. 

« 

CHAP.  X. 

Of  k'iiiy  JUhched  and  kiny  Liiiuuiui.    i_A-u.  i>7i) — 1017«3 

the  year  of  our  Lord's  incarnation  979,  Ethclred,  aoa  ^ 

^  Kdgar  and  Klfthrida,  obtandng  th<»  kingdom,  oocu|)ied,  nithcr 
than         rnc'd  it  tor  ihlrt v-seveti  year^.      i  ne  career  of  j 
life  is  .said  to  leive  been  cnnd  in  the  beginning,  wretched  in  j 
th(t  ndddle,  and  disgraceful  in  the  euil.    'J'hus,  in  the  murder 
to  which  he  gave  his  concurrence,  he  was  cruel ;  base  in  hii  ^  ^ 
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flij»ht,  and  efieminacy  ;  miserabte  in  Lis  deatli.  Dua^tan, 
indeed,  had  foretold  his  worthlessneas,  having  discovered  it 
by  a  very  filthy  token  :  for  when  quite  an  infimt,  the  bishops 
standing  round,  as  he  was  iauueriied  in  the  baptisuial  t'uut, 
he  defiled  the  flacrament  by  a  natural  evacuation  :  at  which 
Pun«tiiny  being  extremely  angered,  exclaimed,  **By  God, 
and  bid  mother,  this  will  tie  a  sorry  fellow*'*   I  have  read, 
that  when  he  was  ten  years  of  age,  hearing  it  noised  abroad 
that  Ins  brother  was  killetl,  he  so  irrit;vtcd  his  furious  uiother 
by  his  weeping,  that  not  having  a  whip  at  haiitl,  >he  lx;at  the 
little  innocent  with  some  candles  she  had  snatched  up :  nor 
did  she  desist,  till  herseU* bedewed  him,  nearly  lifeless,  with  her 
tears.    On  this  accomit  lie  dreaded  candles  during  the  rest  of 
his  life,  to  such  a  degree  that  he  would  never  sutrer  the  liglit 
of  them  to  be  brought  into  his  presence.    The  nobility  being 
assembled  by  the  contrivance  uf  his  mother,  and  the  day 
•  appointed  for  Dunstan,  in  right  of  his  see,  to  crown  hiiii, 
be,  though  lie  might  be  ill-affected  to  them,  forbore  to  i*esi:*t, 
being  a  prelate  of  mature  age,  and  long  versed  in  secular 
matters*    But,  when  placing  the  crown  on  his  head  he  could 
not  refrain  from  giving  vent  witli  a  loud  voic^  to  that  pro* 
phctic  spirit  which  he  had  so  deeply  imbibed.  Since,** 
«aid  he,  "thou  \vdsi  aspired  to  the  kingcloin  by  the  death  of 
tliy  brother,  hear  the  word  of  God  ;  thus  saith  the  Lui  J 
Gml:  the  sin  of  thy  abandoned  mother,  and  of  the  accuni- 
plicc.<i  of  her  base  design,  shall  not  Ik^  wiishcd  out  biit  by 
much  blood  of  the  wretched  inliabitantsi  and  such  evils 
shall  come  upon  the  English  nation  as  tliey  have  never  suf- 
fered from  the  time  they  came  to  England  until  tben."  Nor 
ivas  it  long  after,  that  is,  in  his  third  year,  that  seven  pirati- 
cal vessels  eaiue  to  Southampton,  a  puit  near  Wineliester, 
and  having  ravaged  the  coast  fled  back  to  the  sea:  tliis  I 
think  ri^lit  to  mention  because  many  reports  are  circulated 
among  the  Knglish,  concerning  these  vessels. 

A  quarrel  between  the  king  and  the  bishop  of  Rochester 
had  arisen  from  some  unknown  cause ;  in  consequence  of 
which  he  led  an  anny  agtunst  that  city.  It  was  signified 
to  him  by  the  archbishop,  that  he  should  desist  from  his 
fury,  and  not  irritate  St.  Andrew,  under  wliose  giumlian- 
ship  that  bishopric  was ;  for  as  he  was  ever  ready  to  punh>ii, 
so  was  he  equally  formidable  to  avenge*    Tins  simple  mes* 
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BAgQ  being  held  in  contempt,  ho  graced  the  intimatioii*wit1i 
money,  and  sent  him  a  hundred  pounds,  as  a  bribe,  that 

he  should  raise  the  Biegc  anil  retiiw    He  therefore  took  the 
money,  retreated,  and  dismissed  his  army.    Dunstan,  aston- 
ishwl  at  iiis  avarice,  sont  incMsengers  to  him  with  the  follow- 
ing words,    bince  you  have  preierred  silver  to  Uod,  money 
to  the  apostle^  and  covetonsness  to  me;  the  evils  which  God 
has  pronounce  will  shortly  come  upon  you ;  but  they  will 
not  c*omc  while  I  live,  for  this  also  luith  God  spoken.**  Soon 
after  the  death  of  this  holy  man,  which  was  in  the  tenth 
year  of  his  rei^n,  tlie  predictions  speedily  began  to  be  ful- 
5illed,  and  the  prophecies  to  have  their  consunmiation.  For 
>  (lie  Danes  infested  every  port,  and  made  descents  on  all 
sides  with  great  activity,  so  tliat  it  was  not  known  where 
tliey  could  be  opposed.  -  Bnt  Siric,  the  second  archbishop 
after  Dunstan,  advised  that  money  should  repel  those  whom 
tlie  sword  could  not :  thus  a  payment  of  ten  thousand  pounds 
satislied  the  avarice  of  the  Danes.    Tliis  was  an  inJanioUvS  ! 
pr(>cedent,  an(}  totally  unwortliy  the  eliaracter  of  men,  to 
redeem  liberty,  which  no  violence  can  ever  extirpate  from 
a  noble  mind,  by  money.    They  now  indeed  abstained  a 
short  time  from  their  incursions;  but  as  soon  as  their 
strength  was  rexiruited  by  rest,  they  returned  to  their  old 
practices.    Such  extreme  fear  had  seized  the  English,  that  I 
there  was  no  thouji^lit  of  resistuaee :  if  any  indeed,  mindiul 
of  their  ancient  glory,  nuulc  an  attempt  to  oppose^  or  en;jnj?ti 
thoni,  they  were  nnsncressl'ul,  from  tlie  multitude  of  tlieir 
enemies,  and  the  desertion  of  their  allies.    The  leader  of  j 
revolt  was  one  Klfrie,  whom  the  king  had  appointed  to 
conmmnd  tlie  iicet:  he,  instead  of  trying  his  fortune,  as  he 
on  ^ht,  in  a  naval  conflict,  went  over,  on  the  night  preceding 
the  battle,  a  base  de.serter  to  tlie  enemy,  whom  he  had  ap- 
prsed,  by  messengers,  what  preparations  to  make;  and  . 
tli'Hij^h  tlie  kin«^,  for  this  j)erfidious  crime,  ordered  hU 
son's  eyes  to  Ixi  jmt  out,  yet  he  returned  again,  and  again  i 
dc$ert4;d.    All  Northumbria  being  laid  waste,  the  enemy 
was  met  in  battle  and  worsted.    London  was  besieged,  but 
honourably  defended  by  its  citizens.    In  consequence,  the  I 
besiegers,  after  snfTering  severely  and  despmring  of  taking 
tlie  city,  retired  ;  and  tlevastating  the  whole  province  to  the  ^ 
eastward,  compelled  the  king  to  pay  a  sum  of  moneys  | 
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amounting  to  sixteen  thousand  pounds.  *  Moreover,  host« 

ages  being  given,  he  caused  tlieir  kinpj  Anlaf  to  come  to 
liira,  stood  for  him  at  the  font,  and  souLking  him  with  royal 
muiiificencc,  bound  him  by  an  oath  that  lie  should  nevur 
leturn  into  England  again.    Tlie  evil  however  was  not  tiius 
put  to  rest.   For  they  could  never  provide  against  their 
enomies  from  Denmark,  springing  up  afresli,  like  the  heads 
of  the  hjrdra.    Tlie  province  in  the  west  of  England,  called 
.  Devonshire,  was  laid  waste;  the  nioniwteries  destroyed  ;  and 
the  city  of  Exeter  set  on  lire:  Kent  was  *^iven  up  to  ])luii- 
der;  the  nietropohtan  city  and  seat  of  the  patriarchs,  burnt; 
tiie  holy  patriarch  himself,  the  most  reverend  Elphegc,  carried 
away  and  bound  in  chains:  and  at  lost,  when  required  to 
plunder  his  tenants  in  order  to  ransom  himself,  and  i*cfusing 
to  do  so,  he  was  stoned,  struck  with  a  hatchet,  and  gh>rilled 
hejiven  witii  his  soul.    After  he  was  munh  reil,  God  exalted 
luia;  insomuch)  that  when  the  J^unes,  whu  hud  been  instru- 
mental to  his  death,  saw  that  dead  wood  besmeared  with  his 
blood  raii'aculously  grew  green  again  in  one  night,  they  nm 
esgerly  to  kiss  his  remains,  and  to  bear  them  on  their  shoul- 
ders.  Thus  they  abated  their  usual  pride»  and  sutfered  his 
sacred  corpse  to  be  carrieil  to  London.    There  it  was  honor* 
ably  buried ;  and  when  taken  up,  ten  yeai  s  afterwards,  ii 
from  every  taint  of  cormption,  it  conferred  honour  on  his 
cathedral  at  Canterbury.*    To  the  ])resent  inotnent  both  its 
blood  remains  fresiii  and  its  soundness  unimpaired,  and  it  is 
conitidered  a  miracle,  that  a  carcass  should  be  divested  of 
life,  and  yet  not  decay.   TImt  I  may  not  be  tedious  in 
mentioning  severally  all  the  provinces  which  the  Danes ' 
laid  waste,  let  it  be  briefly  understood,  that  out  of  thirty- 
two  counties,  which  are  reckoned  in  England,  they  liad  al- 
ready overrun  sixteen ;  the  names  of  which  I  forbear  to 
enumerate  on  account  of  the  harshness  of  tlie  language. 
In  the  meantime,  the  king,  admirably  calculated  for  sleep* 
ing,  did  nothing  but  postpone  and  hesitate,  and  if  ever  lie 
recovered  his  senses  enough  to  raise  himself  upon  his  elbow, 
he  quickly  rela])sed  into  his  original  wretchedness,  cither 
from  the  opj)re.s.^ion  of  indolence,  or  the  adver.seness  of  fur- 
tune.    Ilis  brother's  ghost  also,  demanding  dire  c^xpiation, 
tonncntcd  him.    VVlio  can  tell  how  often  he  coileeted  his 
*  The  He  of  Elphege,  by  Ovbcrne,  is  in  the  Angliu  Sacra,  ii.  V2X 
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army  ?  }>ow  ofton  he  ordered  sliipn  to  be  built  ?  how  ixe-- 
qucntly  he  called  out  eoininauders  Irom  all  quarters  ?  and 
yet  nothing  was  ever  elTected.  For  the  army,  destitute  of 
H  leader  and  ignorant  of  military  discipline,  either  retreated 

\n-i\ni'.  it  caiiu;  into  urliun,  or  ('l>e  was  easily  overcome. 
Till-  )Mi lire  of  till'  U'a<l«.*r  is  ut'  mui'h  avail  iu  battle;  « 
tuura^^'   111  III)  irstcil  '  by   liini  avails  also;  exjii'iicnce,  and 
more  esjx-ciallyy  disicipiinc  avail  luueli ;  and  as  I  liuve  said| 
the  want  of  the^jV,  in  an  army,  must  I>e  an  irivparable  in- 
jiiiy  to  it8  countrymen,  a.s  well  as  a  pitiable  object  of.  con- 
tiMiipt  to  an  eneijiy.    For  soKh'ers  are  a  kind  of  men,  wh(V  * 
it  not  restrained  before  the  battle,  ai'e  ea;::er  to  plunder;  and 
il"  iiul  animated  <iiiiin^  it,  are  pruuij  to  lli;;ht.     \\  hen  the 
hliips,  biiill  for  tbe  ilel'cnei;  of  the  sea-eoast,  Were  lying  ut 
uiu'liur,  a  leiupc^jt  Suddenly  ai  i.^in^^  <lai>hed  them  together,  and 
rentlereil  tin  ni  useh  ss  by  tlic  destruction  of  their  tackling: 
II  few,  lilted  from  tlie  wrecks  of  the  others,  were,  by  the 
attack  of  one  Wulnod,  wliom  the  king  had  banished,  either 
sinik,  or  burnt,  an«l  roristipienlly  di>apiiointed  the  4'Xpecta- 
tiuiis  dl'  all  Mi)LHan(b     The  eommanth-rs,  if  ever  they  met 
to  eonler,  inmnMliately  eho-e  dillerent  sides,  and  I'arely  or 
Jicver  united  in  one  ^ood  phiu  ;  for  they  *iavc  more  atleution 
to  ju'ivate  (|iiurrels,  than  to  puidlc  <:xigences:  and,  if  iu  tlie  - 
faitist  of  pressing  danger,  they  had  resolved  on  any  eligible 
secret  design,  it  was  iuunediately  eomnumicated  to  the  Danes 
hy  traitors.    For  besides  IClfrie,  the  successor  of  Ellere  who 
had  jnunh'red  th<'  lale  kin;_f,  ther**  was  one  J'Mrie,  a  man 
iMranion->ly  .skilled  in  su(di  transactions,  wIkuu  the  king  had 
*  Juade  ;io\  riMioi'  ot'  the  .Mc  i'eians.     'Jdns  fellow  was  the  re- 
fuse (jf  mankind,  the  reproach  of  the  Mn^ilish;  an  abandoned 
;;lutton,  a  cunning  ndscreant ;  who  had  become  opulent,  not 
hy  nobility,  but  by  specious  language  and  impudence.  Tiiis 
arlful  dissendder,  capable  <d*  fei;j;ning  anythin'/,  was  accus- 
toUKMl,  ])y  ju'eteuded  liihdity,  to  seent  out  the  kinji's  designs, 
thu;         mi^^iit    t reaeht 'r(»u^ly  divul^'e  them.     Oiien,  when 
d«'>j»at':hed  tn  the  enemy  as  the  mediator  of  peace,  he  in- 
lhune<l  theiii  to  batlle.     His  periitiy  w^as  .sulliciently  con- 
spicuous in  this  king's  reign,  but  nuieh  mure  so  in  the  next; 
of  \viru!h  i  shall  have,  oiieasion  to  speak  hereafter,  Ulfkytel, 
earl  of  the  i'^ast  Angles,  was  the  only  person  who,  ut  that 
time,  resisted  the  invaders  with  any  degree  of  spirit;  iuso* 
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much  that  although  the  enemy  had  nominally  the  victory, 
yet  the  conquerors  suflercd.much  more  titan  the  conquered 
nor  were  the  barbarians  ashamed  to  confess  tliis  truth,  *\^'hile 
they  so  frequently  bewailed  that  victory,  .  The  vidour  of  the 
earl  was  more  conspicuously  eminent,  after  the  death  of 
,  Etliclredy  in  that  battle  which  mowed  down  the  wliole  flower 
of  the  province  s  wher^  when  he  was,  surrounded  from  the 
rear,  deeming  it  disgraceful  to  fly,  he  gave  fresh  confidence 
to  the  king  by  his  blood  ;  but  tliis  hap})ened  hoihc  time 
aftor.f   At  this  juncture,  that  the  nu'a.sure  ui'  king  ICthi'lrcd's 

'  iiiissery  might  be  full,  a  famine  ravaged  all  England,  and 
those  whom  war  had  spared  perished  from  want.  The 
enemy  over-ran  tlie  country  with  such  freedom,  that  they 
urould  carry  oiF  their  booty  to  their  ships  through  a  space  of 
fifty  miles,  without  fearing  any  resistance  from  the  inhabit* 
ants.  In  the  midst  of  these  pressing  evils,  tlie  expedient  of 
buying  oft'  hostilities  by  money  was  again  debated  and 
adopted ;  for  first  twenty- four,  and  soon  after,  thirty  thou- 
sand pounds  were  given  to  the  Danes:  with  what  advantage, 
succeeding  times  will  ^>how.  To  mo,  indeed,  deeply  refleew 
ing  upon  the  subject,  it  seems  wonderful,  how  a  man,  as  we 
have  been  taught  to  suppose,  neither  very  foolish,  nor  exce»- 
nivi'ly  heartless,  should  pass  his  life  in  t!ie  wretched  en* 
dunince  of  so  many  ealamitiea.  Should  any  one  ask  me  the 
reason  of  this,  I  could  not  easily  answer,  except  by  sayinji, 
that  tlie.  revolt  of  the  generals  proceeded  from  the  hanijliti- 
ne^iSof  (he  king.    Their  perfidy  bus  been  spoken  of  belore: 

,  I  now  hasten  to  instances  of  his  violence,  which  was  so 
intolerable,  tliat  he  spared  not  even  his  own  relations.  For, 
besides  the  English,  whom  he  despoiled  of  their  hereditary 
possessions  without  any  cause,  or  defrauded  of  their  projKM'ty 
for  supposititious  crimes:  besides  the  Dunes,  whom,  from 
light  suspicion  only,  be  ordered  to  be  all  butchered  on  the 
same  day  throughout  England  j  which  was  a  dreadful  spec- 
tacle to  behold;  each  one  compelled  to  betray  his  deure.4 
guests,  now  become  dearer  from  the  tenderest  connexions  of 

*  Ulfkytd  attacked  the  Danes  near  Thetford,  a.d,  1004,  and  tbotigh 
compelled  to  retreat,  yet  occonioned  bo  severe  a  lonii  to  the  ciieniy,  that 
they  are  baid  to  have  acknowUil^cd  that  they  had  never  endured  a  iiu're 
powurful  attack.   Sec  Fior.  Wigom.,  and  the  Saxon  Chronicle,  a.d.  1004. 

t  At  Afifungdon  in  Knacx,  a.d.  iOlU. 
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atfiriity,  and  to  cut  sliort  their  embraces  witli  the  Bword:  yet 
besides  all  thin,  I  ^3ay,  liu  was  8o  inconstnnt  towards  his  wife, 
tlittt  he  scarcely  deigned  her  his  bed^  and  dc  graded  the  royal 
dignity  by  his  intercourse  with  harlots.    She  too,  a  womiin, 

(•<Mis<'iniis  of  licr  lii^h  flcHcciit,  iM't-anu*  indi^^nant  :;t  lier  hus- 
IkiikI,  as  hlu^  juiind  lirrsclf  eiukarcd  to  him  neither  by  her 
hhiiiu'less  litudi.^ty  nor  h(M'  fVuitfidness ;  for  slie  had  borne 
him  two  eiiihheu,  KliVcd  and  Kdward.  She  was  the  daugh- 
ter of  Uichanl,  earl  of  Normandy,  the  son  of  William,  who^ 
ufter  liin  father,  presided  over  tliat  earUlom  for  fifty-two 
years,  and  died  in  tlic  twenty-eighth  year  of  this  king.  He 
lies  at  the  monastery  of  Fescanip,  which  he  auj^mented  with 
(•(•rt.iiu  revenues,  and  wliieh  he  adoriud  with  a  monastic 
order,  l)y  means  ol'  William,  ioi  iiierly  abbat  of  Dijon.  Kich- 
ard  was  a  distinguished  eharaeter,  and  liud  also  often 
hara->rd  Klludred;  whieh,  when  it  became,  known  at  Rome, 
the  iioly  see,  not  enduring  that  two  Ciiristians  should  be  at 
enmity,  sent  Iah),  bishop  of  Treves,  into  Kngland,  to  restore 
jjcace:  the  epistle  describinf^  this  legation  was  as  follows:— 
**  ,bdiu  the.  lirtceiilh,  [)(»[>••  ul'  till'  holy  Roman  (diui'ch,  to 
all  laitlil'ul  people,  health,  l^e  it  kn»Avn  to  (dl  thr  faithful  of 
l!ie  lioly  motliei"  idiur<  h,  and  our  (diildr<'n  spiritual  antl  KCCU- 
lar,  tlisperbcd  through  the  seveial  ( limutes  of  the  world,  that 
inusnuieli  as  we  liad  been  iuloi  lued  by  many  of  tli<  ennn'ty 
between  Etholred,  king  uf  the  West- Saxons,  and  Kichard 
the  maiMpus,  and  wer*^  grievt'd  .^orely  at  this,  on  account  of 
our  sfiiritiial  children  ;  taking,  thendure,  wholesome  counsel, 

We  suminoJied  oik;  of  our  legate^!,  Lec),  bl.-hup  oi  the  holy 
rliureh  of  Treves,  and  .--en t  him  with  our  letters,  admonish- 
ing tliem,  that  they  should  return  from  Llieir  ungodliness, 
lie,  jta-sing  va>l  spaee-,  at  lengtli  crossed  the  sea,  and,  on 
the  day  (jf  tliC  Lord's  nativity,  came  into  the  ])resence  of  the 
i^aidking;  whom,  having  sainted  on  our  part,  he  delivereil 
to  liim  tiiti  letters  we  had  sent.  And  tdl  the  faithful  people 
of  his  kin;^dom,  and  senators  ol*  eitlu'r  order,  being  suni- 
iiujurd,  he  granted,  lor  lo\ c  and  lear  of  (iod  Almighty,  and 
of  St.  Peter,  tlu'.  chief  of  the  aj>o.stlcs,  and  on  tieeouut  of  our 
pati'rnal  admoniticm,  the  iii*mest  peaee  for  all  his  sons  and 
daughters,  present  and  future,  and  all  his  faitliful  people, 
without  deceit.  On  which  aec<unit  he  sent  Kdelsin,  prelate 
of  the  holy  church  of  Sherborne,  and  Lcof:5tan,  son  of  AU- 
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wold»  and  Edelaoth,  son  of  Wulstan,  wbo  passed  the  nuiri* 
time  boundaries,  and  came  to  Richard^  the  said  marquis. 
He,  peaceably  receiving  oar  admonitionsi  and  hearing  the 
determination  of  the  said  king,  readilj  confirmed  the  peace 

for  his  sons  and  daughters,  present  and  future,  and  for  all 
his  faithful  people,  with  this  reasonable  condition,  tluit  if  any 
of  their  subjects,  or  tliey  themselves,  should  commit  any 
injustice  against  each  othw,  it  should  be  duly  redressed ;  ami 
that  peace  should  remain  for  ever  unshaken  and  coniirnied 
hj  the  oath  of  both  parties :  on  the  part  of  king  Ethcired,  to 
wit|  Edelsin,  prelate  of  the  holy  eliureh  of  Sherborne  i  Leof- 
Stan,  the  son  of  Alfwold ;  Edelnoth,  the  son  of  Wulstan.  On 
the  part  of  Richard,  Roger,  the  bishop;  Rodolph,  son  of 
Hugii  I  Truteno,  the  son  of  Thurgis. 

**  Done  at  Rouen,  on  tlie  kaU'nds  of  March,  in  the  year  of 
our  Lord  d91,  the  fourth  of  the  indiction.  Moreoveri  of  the 
king's  subjects,  or  of  his  enemies^  let  Richard  receiye  none, 
nor  the  king  of  his,  without  their  respective  seals.** 

After  the  death  of  this  John,  Gregory  succeeded  5  aflcr 
.whom  came  Johu  XVI. ;  then  Silvester,  also  cdlcd' Gerbert, 
*  about  whom  it  will  nut  be  absurd,  in  my  oiiiidon,  if  I  coin- 
Diit  to  writing  those  facts  wliich  arc  generally  related  about 
him.*  Born  in  Gaul,  from  a  lad  he  grew  u[)  a  monk  at 
Floryi  after^vards,  when  he  arrived  at  the  double  path  of 
Pythagoras,f  cither  disgusted  at  a  monastic  life  or  sei/x*d  by 
lust  of  glory,  he  fled  by  night  into  Spain,  chiefly  desi^j^ning 
to  learn  astrology  and  other  sciences  of  that  descriptiuii  Irura 
the  Saracens.  Spain,  formerly  for  many  years  possessed  by 
the  Romans,  in  the  time  of  the  emperor  Ilonorius,  fell  uiuIct 
the  ])ower  of  the  Gotlis.  .  The  Goths  were  Arians  down  to 
the  days  of  St.  Gregory,  when  that  people  were  united  to 
the  Catholic  church  by  Leander  bishop  of  SeviUci  and  by 
king  Recarcdy  brother  of  Ilermengildus,^  whom  his  father 

*  In  several  of  the  manuficripttt  there  b  an  omimion  of  several  words  ' 
.  which  has  made  nonsenstt  of  the  whole  paragraph.   Its  restomtioii  »  duo 
to  Mr.  Hardy,  in  whose  edition  of  William  of  Malmesbury  it  In  given  cor* 
.  recti}'  from  ilS.  authority. 

t  That  is,  when  he  had  attained  that  age  when  a  man  settles,  or  chooses 
hk  future  line  of  c(jndiict ;  or,  to  yeard  of  discretion.    TJiia  Pythagoras  ro- 
Jiresented  hy  the  form  uf  tiie  letter  Y,  or  the  Greek  gamma. 
I  llermcucgild  the  eldest  ttou  of  Luovigiid.   lie  wus  invcbteti  by  his 
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slew  on  J.xster  night  for  professing  the  true  faith.  To  Lean- 
(ItT  suc<'<N  ded  Isidore,*  celebrated  for  learning  and  sanctity, 
wliose  body  purclLasedy  for  its  weight  in  gold,  Aldefoosuti 
king  of  Gullrcia  in  our  times  conveyed  to  Toledo*  The  Sa- 
racens, who  had  subjugated  the  Goth%  being  conquered  in 
tlieir  turn  hy  Ciiarlcti  the  Great,  lost  Gallieia  and  Lusitania, 
the  largest  provinces  of  Spain  ;  but  to  this  day  they  possess 
i]iv  .souiIh  tii  purts.  Ah  the  CliriMtiuurt  esteem  ToIcmIo,  so  do 
tluy  huhl  llispalis,  which  in  eoiniuon  they  cull  Seville,  to  be 
th<i  cjipit:il  of  the  kinj^dcjin  ;  tlicrc  pnietisiiig  divinations  and 
iucantatious,  after  the  usual  mode  of  that  nation.  Gerbcrt 
thi  II,  as  I  have  related^  coining  among  these  people,  satisfied 
his  desii*cs.  There  he  surpiutsed  Ptoleiuy  with  the  ostrolabetf 
uiid  AleaiidiieuH  in  asti*onoiny,  and  Julius  Finnieus  in  judi- 
cial astrohjgy ;  there  he  learned  what  the  sinking  and  the 
lli;:lit  of  birds  portended;  there  h(i  aciiuired  tiie  art  of  call- 
'"n  ^^pirits  from  hell:  in  .sliort,  whatever,  hurtl'ul  ur  salu- 
tary, human  curiosity  has  discovered.  There  is  no  necessity 
to  speak  of  his  progress  in  the  lawful  sctcnees  of  arithmetic 
and  astronomy,  music  and  geometry,  which  be  imbibed  so 
thorou<:hly  as  to  show  they  wei*e  beneath  his  talents,  and 
whicli,  with  grtiat  i)er.severanee,  lie  revived  in  Gaul,  where 
thr)  lia<l  lor  u  h)ng  time  been  wholly  obsolete,  lieing  cer- 
tulidy  the  lirst  who  seized  on  the  abacus^  from  the  Saracens, 

f  itlicr  w  ill)  the  royal  ili-uK-ni  ami  the  principality  of  lld'tica,  ami  eontracteJ 
an  a'liaiii  i"  ivitli  lii'^innlis,  «!auij»btt'r  ol  Si;.^c'lK-it,  kii!|,'  of  Au.Mrasia.  Injua- 
u;is  pr isccutcd,  and  at  len*^!!  killed  by  her  husljaivd's  Uiother,  on 
actiiuiu  ol  her  Catliolie  faith/  Leauih  r,  artlihishop  ot*  Seville,  easily  per- 
Huudud  Ihrrniciiegild  to  rcbctit  the  tmitiiieiit  uf  Uh  bride,  niid  insisted  liiiti 
in  an  attempt  to  dvtlironu.  his  father,  nemicnejsild  was  tiiken  and  »n- 
tenccd  tu  death  fur  hin  relicllidn.  The  hiflcxihlc  coimtancy,  with  which  he 
refused  to  accept  the  AHan  comnuiiiion,  fnim  which  he  had  beea  con* 
Terted  hy  Leaiuler,  UH  the  price  of  his  ^.l^c  t  \ ,  procured  for  h  in  the  honour 
of  heia^  euruUed  among  tfie  .saints  of  the  Itiiinib))  c)iurch.-*HAttDy*  . 

•  I-uloro  was  bibhup  of  Seville  hi  the  sixth  century. 

i  ii Mrunieut  for  makiuj;  celestial  ohservations.  The  reader  who  ii 
^.uilvcr^,i^l  with  the  Arahiun  Ni|»ht.s*  KnterUiinnientii  will  rerieuilR^r  its  be- 
ing frtipicntly  nientionetl  in  tliat  uniiiMii;;  book. 

I  The  abaeuii  w.is  a  counting  table  :  lu  re  it  hc<  ins  uschI  inetiphoncally 
for  arithmetic,  Gerbert  having  written  a  Ircali^e  on  arithmetic  with  that  title* 
Tlie  authom  of  the  IliHt.  Lilt,  de  la  France,  t.  vi.  understand  Mm  literully»ai 
rtcuHnj;  a  book  contaiiiin};  the  prineiples  of  the  science,  and  then  con- 
found thi«  f}u])po!M!tl  book  with  tho  conjurhig  treatise  mentioned  below. 
They  also  neem  very  much  displcaiicd  with  Malmcsbury  foi  relating  Ihcw 
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he  gave  rules  wWch  are  scarcely  understood  even  by  laborious 
computers.    He  resided  vnth  a  certain  philosopher  of  that 
secty  >Yhose  good  will  he  had  obtained,  first  by  great  liberal* 
ity,  and  then  by  proimses.    The  Saracen  had  no  objection  to 
fldi  his  knowledges  he  fi^equently  associated  with  him; 
would  talk  with  him  of  matters  at  times  serious,  at  others 
trivial,  and  lend  him  books  to  transcribe.    There  was  how- 
ever one  volume,  containing  the  knowledge  of  his  whole  art, 
which  he  could  never  by  any  means  entice  him  to  lend,  lu 
consequence  Gerbert  was  inilamed  witli  anxious  de:>ire  to 
obtain  this  book  at  any  rate,  "  for  we  ever  press  more  eagerly 
.  towards  what  is  forbidden,  and  that  which  is  denied  is  always* 
esteemed  most  valuable/**    Trying,  therefore,  the  effect  of 
entreaty,  he  besought  him  for  the  love  of  God,  and  by  liis 
friendship;  offered  him  many  things,  and  promised  him 
more.    When  this  failed  he  tried  a  nocturnal  strat7igem7 
He  plied  him  with  wine,  and,  with  the  help  of  las  duuglitcr, 
wlio  connived  at  the  attempt  through  the  intimacy  which 
Gerbert's  attentions  had  procured,  stole  tlie  book  from  under 
his  pillow  and  fled.    Waking  suddenly,  the  Saracen  pursued 
the  fugitive  by  the  direction  of  the  stars,  in  which  art  he 
Was  well  versed.    The  fugitive  too,  looking  back,  and  disco- 
verinpr  iiis  danger  by  means  of  the  same  art,  hid  himself  under 
a  wooden  bridge  which  was  near  at  Iiand;  clinging  to  it,  and 
hanging  in  such  a  manner  as  neitlier  to  touch  earth  nor 
water.f   In  tliis  manner  the  eaj|erness  of  the  pursuer  being 
eluded,  he  returned  home.    Gerlx^rt,  then  quickening  lus 
pace,  arrived  at  the  searcoast.    Here,  by  his  incantations,  he 
called  up  the  devil,  and  made,  an  agrccMuent  with  him  to  be 
under  his  dominion  for  ever,  if  he  would  defend  him  from 
the  Saracen,  who  was  again  pursuing,  and  transport  him  to 
the  opiX)site  coast:  tliis  was  accordingly  done. 

Probably  some  may  regard  all  tliis. as  a  fiction,  becau.s6 
the  vulgar  are  used  to  undermine  tlie  fame  of  scholars,  say- 
ing that  the  man  who  excels  in  any  admirable  science*,  holds 
converse  with  tlie  devil.    Of  this,  i>uuthius,  in  his  book,  On 

taleH  of  tlieir  countryman,  ami  attribute  thvm  tn  cjmfiiiiil  IW  imo  ;  )mi  ihvvc 
in  notliiii;^  thitt  kiiitl  in  hia  work  publifihcU  by  UoiUu^itua,  uiiii  in  Brown's 
FaMricu  luH,  t.  i. 

•  Ovid.  Amor.  iii.  iv.  17. 

t  Thitf  wua  perhupu  a  uccc^i^y  precaution,  according  to  the  ruica  of  tho 
necromantic  art. 
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the  Consolation  of  PhUooophy,  complains;  and  affiriii8»  thai 
h<^  hafi  tht;  discredit  of  such  practices  on  ac!00unt  of  his 

ui til  nt  lov  t^  of  literature,  as  if  he  had  polluted  his  knowledge 
|»v  •!»'t«  stable  arts  for  the  sake  of  ambition.  "  It  was  hardly 
likt  1\ sa}  he,  "  that  I,  whom  you  dreaa  up  with  such  ex^ 
ccUt'iuM'  HH  almost  to  make  mc  like  God,  should  catch  at  the 
]»rutiTtioii  of  the  vilest  spirits ;  but  it  is  in  tliis  point  that 
w'v  appi'onrli  nearest  to  a  connection  witU  theio,  in'that  we 
nnMiiMrurted  in  your  leaniing,  and  educated  in  yourcus- 
t.tjii So  far  Boethius.  The  singular  choice  of  his  death 
(.•nliriMs  iiK'  in  tfie  belief  of  his  league  with  the  devil;  else, 
win  ii  'lyin;-',  aa  wii  .shall  relate,  hereafter,  wliy  should,  he, 
;rladiuior-like|  maim  his  own  person,  unless  conscious  of  some 
umiMiial  ( rime  ?  Aeeordingly,  in  an  old  volume^  which  acci* 
(leiitally  iell  into  niy  hands,  wherein  the  names  and  years  of 
all  thi'  ]M*i)<'s  are  entered,  I  found  'Written  to  the  following 
jun  j  oi  t,  "  Silvester,  who  was  also  called  Gerbert,  ten  months; 
ilii^  man  made  a  shameful  eiul." 

( 1(  rht  i  t,  retiinung  into  Gaul,  became  a  public  profes?^or  ia 
the  M  hools,  and  had  as  brother  philoaopbers  and  companions 
ut  his  studies,  Constantine,  abbat  of  the  monastery  of  St. 
Maxiiiiii),  near  Orleans,  to  whom  he  addressed  the  Rules  of 
the.  AbaeuH  ;*  and  Kthelbald  bishop,  as  they  say,  of  Wintc- 
hny;,  w  ho  himself  gave  proof  of  ability,  in  a  letter  which 
]iv.  wiotc  to  Gerbert,  on  a  question  concerning  the  diaiueUT 
ill  .Marml  ui.s,'!'  and  in  some  otlun'  points,    lie  hud  as  pupils, 
i»l  i-Miui  iff  talents  and  noble  origin,  Robert,  son  of  Hugh 
surnaiiied  Capet;  and  Otlio,  son  of  the  emperor  Otho.  Ro« 
hert,  aftei- wards  king  of  l^'rance,  made  a  suitable  return  to 
his  ma>ter,  and  apiKiintcd  him  archbishop  of  Kheims.  In 
that  ehun»b  are  iStill  extant,  as  proofs  of  his  science,  a  clock. 
con>tKU('ird   on  mechanical  principles:    and  an  hydraulic 
"i^Mii,  ill  which  the  air  escaping  in  a  surprising  manner,  by 
thr  force  of  heated  water,  lills  the  cavity  of  the  instrument, 
aiiil  (he  brazen  pipes  emit  modulated  tones  through  the  nud- 
til'urioiis  apertures.    The  king  himself,  too^  was  well  skilled 
ill  sai  l  ed  iiuisie,  and  in  tliis  and  many  otlier  respects,  a  lilw- 
rul  benefactor  to  the  church :  moreover,  he  composed  that 
beuuiiful  .sei|uciice,  ^' The  grace  of  the  Holy  Spirit  be  with 

*  ills  treuilse  so  culled,  f  Maciob*  iu  Soma*  Sciji,  i.  20* 
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us;**  and  the  response,  "  He  hath  joined  together  Judah  ami 
Jerusalem  togcUicr  with  inore»  which  I  should  have  plea- 
sure in  relating,  were  it  not  irksome  to  others  to  hear.  Otho^ 
emperor  of  Italy  after  his  father,  made  Gerbert  arehbidhop 
of  Ravenna,  and  finally  Roman  pontiffl  He  followed  up  his 
fortune  80  successlully  by  the  aHrfi^^^tuuco  of  the  devil,  that  he 
k'ft  notliiug  uuexeeuted  which  he  had  once  conceived.  The 
Ucasurcs  formerly  buried  by  the  inhabitants,  he  disco- 
vered by  the  art  of  necromancy,  and  removing  the  rubbish, 
appUed  to  his  own  lusts.  Thus  viciously  disposed  ai*c  the 
wicked  towards  God,  and  thus  they  abuse  his  patience, 
thoii<rh  he  had  rather  that  they  repent  than  perish.  At  lti.<t, 
he  funud  where  his  master  would  stop,  and  as  the  provi  rb 
says,  "in  the  same  niunuer  as  one  crow  picks  out  luiotlitr 
crow's  eyes,**  while  endeavouring  to  oppose  his  attempts  with 
art  Uke  his  own* 

There  was  a  statue  in  the  Campus  Martius  near  Rome,  I 
know  not  whether  of  brass  or  iron,  having  the  forefinger  of  the 
riglit  hand  extended,  and  on  the  head  was  written,  "  Stnke 
here."    The  men  of  former  tiinos  supposing  this  should  be 
underalood  as  if  they  inif^ht  find  a  treasure  there,  hiul  hut- 
tiTcd  the  harmless  statut(i  1)y  ri'pctited  .strokes  of  a  liatchet. 
liut  Gerbert  convicted  them  of  error  by  solving  the  problem 
in  a  very  different  manner.    Marking  where  the  shadow  of 
the  finger  fell  at  noon-day,  when  the  sun  was  on  the  meridian; 
he  there  placed  apost ;  and  at  night  proceeded  thither,  attended 
only  by  a  servant  carry  in  jj;  a  lantliorn.    The  earth  o[)ening 
by  means  of  his  accustoine<l  arts,  disphiyed  to  them  a  spacious 
entrance.    Tliey  see  before  them  a  vast  palace  with  gohlen 
walls,  golden  roofs,  every  thing  of  gold  ;  golden  soldiers 
amusing  themselves,  as  it  were,  with  golden  dice  ;  a  kin^  of 
the  same  metal,  at  table  with  his  queen ;  delicacies  set  before 
them,  and  servants  waiting  ;  vessels  of  great  weight  and 
value,  where  the  sculpture  surpassed  nature  herself.    In  the 
inmost  part  of  the  mansion,  a  carbuncle  of  tint  lirst  (jualiLy, 
though  small  in  appearance,  dispeUed  the  darkness  of  niglit. 
In  the  opposite  corner  stood  a  boy,  holding  a  bow  Uuit, 
and  the  arrow  dmwn  to  the  head.    While  the  exquisite 
art  of  every  tiling  ravished  the  eyes  of  the  spectators, 
there  was  nothing  which  might  be  handled  thonirh  it  might 
be  seen  :  for  immediately,  if  any  one  stretched  forth  liis  baud 
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to  touch  any  thin«i^,  all  these  figures  appeared  to  rush  forward 
and  repel  such  prciiutnption.    Alarmed  at  tht^i  Gerhert  re- 

l»resf?<Hl  his  inclination  :  but  not  so  the  servant.    lie  en- 
dt^avuured  to  snatch  off  IVoin  a  table,  a  knife  of  admirable 
workmanship  ;  sup[)o.>ing  that  in  a  booty  of  such  miignitnde, 
so  sinaU  a  theft  cuuld  hardly  be  discovered.    In  an  •  instant, 
the  figures  all  starting  up  with  loud  clamour>  the  boy  let  fly 
Ud  arrow  at  the  earbutielci  and  in  a  moment  all  was  in  dark* 
ness  ;  and  if  the  servant  had  not,  by  the  adviee  of  his  master, 
made  the  utmost  despatch  in  throwing  back  the  knife,  they 
would  liiwe  both  sutlrn^d  severely.    In  this  ipanner,  thoir 
iMjuuiili'^s  uviuiee    uusali:iti*d,   they  departed,   the  lantern 
directing  their  steps.    That  he  performed  such  things  by  un-  • 
lawful  d(*,vices  is  the  gciuM-ally  rcceived.opinion.    Yet,  liow- 
ever,  if  any  one  diligently  investigate  the  truth,  he  will  see 
that  even  Solomon,  to  wlioni  God  himsolf  had  given  wisdom, 
was  not  ignorant  of  these  arts :  fur,  as  Josej>hus  relates,*  he, 
in  ('(injunction  with  his  falhiT,  buried  vast  treasures  in  coiri  rs, 
which  were  hidd(^!i,  as  he  say.«,  in  a  kind  of  necronumtic 
inttun(»r,  nnth'r  ground:  neither  was  llyrcanus,  celebrated 
for  his  skill  in  prophecy  and  his  valour;  who,  to  ward  oil 
the  distress  of  a  siege,  dug  up,  by  the  same  art,  three  thousand 
talents  of  gold  fi*om  the  sepulchre  of  David,  and  gave  part 
of  them  to  the  besiegers;  with  the  remainder  building  an. 
hospital  for  the  reception  of  strangers.    But  Ilerod,  who  * 
woiihl  make  an  attenij)t  of  the  same  kind,  with  more  pre- 
Huniption  than  knowh'djj^c,  lost  in  eonse(|uencc  many  of  liis . 
attendants,  by  an  eruption  of  internal  lire.    Besides,  whea 
I  iiear  the  Lord  Jesus  saying,  "  My  father  worketh  hitherto, 
and  I  work  ;"  I  believe,  that  lie,  who  gave  to  Solomon  jiowcr 
over  demons  to  such  a  degree,  as  the  same  historian  declares, 
that  he  relates  there  were  men,  even  in  his  time,  Avho  could 
eject  them  from  persons  possessed,  by  applying  to  the  nostriif 
of  the  ])atient  a  rin^  having  the  impression  pointed  out  by 
Soloaion ;  I  believe,  I  say,  that  hq  coidd  give,  also,  the  same 
science  to  this  man  :  but  I  do  not  affirm  that  lie  did  give  it. 

But  leaving  these  matters  to  my  readers,  I  shall  relate 
what  I  recollect  having  heard,  when  I  was  a  boy,  fmm  a  cer- 
tain monk  of  our  house,  a  native  of  Aquitaine,  a  man  in 

■ 

*  Ju:>vphuA  Antiq.  Jud.  h  viL  c.  15.  viii.  2. 
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jrenrs,  and  a  physician  by  profession.    "  When  I  was  seven 
years  old,**  said  he,  **  desj)ising  the  mean  eircumstanees  of  my 
fatlier,  a  poor  citizen  of  Barcelona,  1  suiniounted  the  anowy 
Alps,  and  went  into  Italy,    There,  as  was  to  bo  ex|>ccted  in  a 
l)oy  of  that  age^  liaviug  to  sieck  my  daily  bread  in  great  distresg, 
I  paid  more  attention  to  the  ibod  of  mj  mind  than  of  my ' 
body.   As  I  . grew  up  I  eagerly  viewed  inany  of  the  wonders 
of  that  country  and  impressed  them  on  my  memory.  Among 
others  I  saw  a  j^ei'foratcd  mountain,  heyond  which  the  in* 
habitants  supposed  the  treasures  of  Oetavian  were  hidden. 
Many  jiersons  were  reported  to  have  entered  into  tliese 
wverns  for  the  purpose  of  exploring  them,  and  to  have  there 
perished,  being  bewildered  by  the  intricacy  of  the  ways».  But, 
AS  hardly  any  apprehension  can  restrain  avaricious  minds 
from  their  intent,  I,  with  my  companions,  about  twelve  in 
number,  meditated  an  expedition  of  this  nature,  either  for 
the  sake  of  plunder,  or  through  curiosity.    Imitating:  thi  ie- 
t'ore  the  ingenuity  of  Da*dalus,  wlio  hronght  Theseus  out  of 
the  labyrinth  by  a  conducting  chu',  we,  uiiio  carrying  a  large 
hall  of  tliread,  iixed  a  small  post  at  the  entrance.    Tying  the 
end  of  the  tliread  to  it,  and  lighting  lanterns,  lest  dark- 
ness,  as  well  as  intricacy,  should  obstruct  us,  we  uni*olled  the 
Hue  ;  and  lixing  a  post  at  every  mile,  we  proceeded  on  our 
journey  along  t!ie  caverns  of  the  mountain,  in  tlie  host 
nianner  we  wrre  sililc    Every  thing  was  dark,  and  full  of 
Jiorrors  ;  the  buts,  tiitting  from  holes,  assailed  our  eyes  and 
faces  :  the  path  was  narrow,  and  made  dreadful  on  the  left- 
iiand  by  a  precipice^  with  a  river  flowing  beneath  it.  We 
BOW  the  way  strewed  with  bare  bones :  we  wept  over  the 
carcasses  of  men  yet  in  a  state  of  putrefaction,  who,  induced 
by  hopes  sinular  to  our  own,  liad  in  vain  attempted,  after 
their  entnmee,  to  return.    After  some  time,  however,  and  . 
many  alarms,  arriving  at  the  iarther  outlet,  we  beheld  a  lake 
of  softly  murmuring  waters,  where  the  wave  came  gently' 
rolling  to  the  shores.    A  bridge  of  brass  united  the  opposite 
banks.  Beyond  the  bridge  were  seen  golden  horses  of  great 
size,  mounted  by  golden  riders,  and  all  those  other  things 
which  are  related  of  Gerbert.     The   mid-day  beams  of 
Phoebus  darting  upon  them,  with  redoubled  splendour,  daz- 
zled the  eyes  ot  the  beholders.    Seeing  these  things  at  a  ilis- 
tance,  we  should  have  been  delighted  with  a  nearer  view. 
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meaning)  if  fate  would  pc  i  init,  to  carry  off  some  portion  of 
the  precious  iiietal.    Aniniatini^  each  otlicr  in  turn,  we  pre* 

jmn  (1  to  j)ass  over  the  lake.    All  our  eiforts,  however,  were 

\2iiii :  I'ur  as  .soon  us  otic,  of  ihii  coni]»any,  more  I'orwurd  than 
the  rv>iy  had  put  liis  i'oni  on  the  hither  e(hj:<»  of  the  bridge, 
iiiiMiodhitcly,  woiidcrfiil  to  liciir,  it  )m  eanif  de})re.ssed,  and  tlie 
liirtUcr  ed«;c  was  eU'valed,  hrin^in^  iurward  a  rubtic  ul'brasi 
with  a  hra/.i'n  cUib,  with  which,  lUisiiiiig  the  wat(  rs,  he  IM> 
clouded  the  air,  tm  euni|detcly  to  obscure  both  tlie  day  and 
the  heiiveiis.  The  inonient  the  foot  wiis  withdrawn,  peace 
was  i  i  >ture(L  The  same  wtw  tried  by  many  of  us,  with 
t."\;irtly  tlic  saiiu'  I'esuh.  1  )c.>i)iiiri then,  ui'  ;:ettinj^  over, 
we  .^lood  llicre  .-oiiu.'  little  tinn*  ;  and,  as  h>n;^  as  w<'  iuuld,  at 
least  glutted  onr^  ^  i  <^vith  tlu;  jiohl.  Soon  ailer  relnrnin;» 
by  the  {jjuidance  of  the  IhrcMd,  wr  iml  :i  -IK  t  r  dislj,  whicii 
b<'ii»^  cut  in  pieces  tuid  distributed  in  luorsiels  oidy  irritated 
the  thirsit  of  our  avidity  without  alhiyin*;  it.  Consulting 
tn/ether  llie  next  day,  we  went  to  a  professor,  of  tliat  time, 
"wiiM  wa-^  >aid  to  know  tlu'  unulU  rahU  iKiiut'  (>i  (lod.  AVhcil 
(jU(  -fi(>)ir<l,  he  <li<l  tint  (Iciiy  his  IvnowledLTt*,  addinjr,  that,  so 
♦,n(  ;it  w  :is  the  power  ot'  that  name,  that  no  mairie,  no  witcli- 
cral'tctiiihl  v^-A<\  it.  lJirin;j;  liim  at  a  ;^reat  price,  fasting 
and  eonfes.sed,  lie  letl  u.**,  javpared  in  the  same  manner,  to  a 
fountain.  'I'akinpc  u])  some  wtiter  from  it  in  a  j^ilver  vessel, 
he  silently  traeed  the  h*tters  with  his  fm<;ers,  until  we  under- 
l)y  our  i-yrs,  what  was  nimltiMahle  with  onr  tongues. 
W'e  tlit-M  went  conruU  1  y  lu  ilu  mountain,  hut  we  found  tlic 
fiilhrr  outlet  l)c-ei,  as  1  l)i  lieve,  with  (h-\ lis,  hatiuL',  I'orsootli, 
the  nauH-  of  God  because  it  wa^  able  lo  destroy  tiieir  inven- 
tions, ill  the  nuu'niii;^  a  Jcw^-ne(Toinaneer  came  to  me,  ex- 
cited by  the  reiu>rt  of  our  attehijd  ;  ami,  iiavin«r  inquired 
into  the  matter,  when  be  heard  td*  our  want  of  enterprise, 
Vou  ^haU  see,"  said  lie,  ventinj^^  his  spleen  with  loud  lauglf 
tiT,  how  lav  the  power  of  my  ai't  ean  pre\  ail."  An^l 
iiiinnMliately  entering  the  mountain,  lie  soon  afier  eanie  out 
again,  brin<j[in^s  proof  oi'  bis  baviu'i;  ]>assed  the  lake, 

niiuiy  things  which  i  had  noted  beyond  it  :  indeed  sonieoftlmt 
most  precious  dust,  which  turned  every  thing  that  it  toiicheil 
into  gtdd  :  not  that  it  was  ri  ally  so,  but  only  retained  this 
appearance  until  wa^lu-d  with  water  ;  for  nothin«r  effected 
by  uccruniuucy  can,  when  put  into  water,  duecivc  ihc  sight 
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of  the  beholders.    The  truth  of  my  assertion  is  confirnicd 
.by  a  circumstance  which  liappened  about  the  same  time, 

^  There  were  in  a  public  street  leading  to  liome,  two  old 
women,  the  most  drunken  and  filthy  beings  that  can  be  con-  ) 
eeived ;  both  living  in  the  same  hut,  and  both  practising  , 
witchcraft.    If  any  lone  stninger  happeiUMl  to  coine  iu  their 
Way,  they  usimI  to  make  him  appoar  cither  a  horse,  or  a  sow, 
or  some  9ther  animal  ;  expose  hiiu  lor  sale  to  dinUers,  and 
ghittonize  witli  tlie  money,    iiy  cltaiice,  on  a*  certain  night» 
taking  in  a  lad  to  lodge  who  got  his  livelihood  by  stage- 
dancnig,  they  turned  him  into  an  ass  :  and  so  possessed  a 
creature  extremely  advantageous  to  their  intcrcnts,  wlio 
cauj^lit  the  eyes  of  Hiieh  as  pass!»d  by  the  strangeness  of  his 
postures.    In  whatever  mode  tlie  old  woman  eomnianded, 
the  JHS  he^an  to  dance,  for  lie  retained  !ns  understandinir, 
though  he  had  lost  the  power  of  speech*    In  this  manner 
tiie  women  had  accumulated  much  money ;  fur  there  was, 
daily,  a  large  concourse  of  people,  from  all  parts,  to  see  tlie 
tricks  of  the  ass.    Tlic  r(MK»rt  of  this  induced  a  rich  neigh- 
bour  to  purchase  the  qnadruped  for  a  eonsideniblc  sum  ;  and 
he  was  warned,  that,  if  he  >Yonhl  have  him  as  a  constant 
dancer,  he  must  keep  him  from  water.    The  person  who  liad 
charge  of  liim  rigidly  fulfilled  his  orders.    A  long  time 
elapsed ;  the  ass  sometimes  gratilied  his  master  by  his  reeling 
motionSi  and  sometimes  entertained  his  friends  with  his  tricks. 
Bat,  however,  as  in  time  all  things  surfeit,  he  began  at  length 
to  be  less  cautiously  observed.     In  conseqnenee  of  this 
negligence,  breaking  his  halter,  he  got  loose,  plunged  into  a 
pool  hard  by,  and  rolling  for  a  long  tiniL*  in  the  wati-r,  re- 
covered his  human  form..    The  keeper,  inrpiiring  of  all  he 
met,  and  pursuing  him  by  the  track  of  his  fct  t,  asked  him  if 
he  had  seen  an  ass  ;  he  replied  that  himself  had  been  an  asa, 
but  was  now  a  man  :  and  related  the  whole  transaction.  The 
servant  astonished  told  it  to  his  master,  and  tlie  master  to 
pope  Leo,  the  holifvst  man  in  our  times.    The  old  womcMi 
were  convictf.'d,  and  confc^  ied  the  fact.    The  j)(>pp  doiihling 
tliis,  was  assured  by  Peter  Damian,  a  learnc«l  man,  that  it 
was  not  wonderful  that  such  things  should  be  done  :  he  pro- 
duced the  example  of  Simon  Magus,*  who  caused  Faustini- 

•  ♦  In  the  fabulous  Itificrarv  of  St.  Peter,  falsely  nttribiitcil  to  Clemens 
Romanu^  Simon  is  represented  u3  causing  Fau:itmianu:i  to  ui^iuniu  hl« 
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anus  to  assume  the  figure  of  Simoii»  and  to  become  molgect 
of  terror  to  (lis  sons,  and  tbuii  rendered  his  holin<^  better 

akilli  <l  ill  such  matters  for  the  future.**  * 

1  have  inserted  tliis  nurrative  ot*  tlic  Aquitaniau  1x>  the  in- 
tent that  whut  is  rcpurled  of  Gerbert  ahould  not  seem 
woijili  riiil  lu  any  persou  ;  which  18,  that  he  cmtf  for  hi«i  own 
{)ur|io.>es,  tlic  head  of  a  statue,  by  a  .certain  inspection  of  tlie 
.stars  wh(!a  uU  the  plaiicttt  were  about  to  begin  tlietr  cour^^a, 
wiiicii  >i>akc  not  unless  siiokcn  to,  but  then  pronounced  the 
tnah,  cither  in  the  alUnuative  or  negative.  For  instance, 
whni  (ierbert  wouhl  say,  Shall  1  be  pope?"  the  statute 
wuuUi  r«  ply,  "Yes.'*  **  Am  I  to  die,  ere  1  sing  muss  at 
J»  iii-ahni  r'*  "No."  Tlicy  rehite,  that  he  was  iso  much 
tit  er ivt  il  by  this  ambij^uity,  tliut  he  thought  nothing;  of 
rejieiitanee  :  for  when  would  lie  think  of  going  to  Jerusaleiu, 
io  aeeelerate  his  own  death  Nor  did  he  foresee tliat  at  iiomo 
there  is  a  church  called  Jerusalemi  that  is,  "the  vision  of 
pi  ut  is"  hreuusii  whoever  (lies  thither  finds  safety,  whatsoever 
eriiiu'  Ik-  may  be  guilty  of.  We  have  heard,  that  this  was 
eallrd  ail  asyluni  iu  the  very  iiilaney  of  the  city,  because 
iCuuiulus,  to  increase  the  number  of  his  subjects,  had  ap» 
{xmiled  it  to  be  a  refuge  for  the  guilty  of  ev.ery  description. 
The  \ui\Ht  sings  mass  tliere  on  three  Sundays,  which  are 
ealted  "  The  Station  at  Jerusalem/*  Wherefore  upon  one  of 
lliDse  day-*  Gerbert,  preparing  himself  for  mass,  was  suddenly 
.^lru<;k  >\  iih  sickness  ;  wliicli  increased  so  that  he  took  to  Ids 
bed  :  an^l  consuitin^j^  iiis  statue,  he  became  convinced  of  his 
di  hisioii  and  of  his  approaeliing  death.  Calling,  therefore, 
the  canlinals  together,  he  lamented  his  crimes  fur  a  long 
hpai*e  of  time.  They,  being  struck  with  sudden  fear  were 
uualile  to  make  any  reply,  whereupon  he  began  to  rave,  and 
lusiii;^'  his  reason  through  excess  of  pain,  commanded  liim- 
se'lf  to  be  maimed,  and  cast  forth  piecemeid,  saying,  **Lct 
liiui  have  the  seryicQ  of  my  lind)s,  who  before  so u«^ht  their 
hoiiia^^c  ;  for  my  luiud  never  consented  to  tluit  abomiiublc 
oatli." 

And  >Inee  I  haye  wandered  from  my  subject,  I  think  it 
may  not  be  unpleasant  to  relate  what  took  place  in  Saxon/ 

couiv  ca.iiu  e,  by  rubbing  hia  luce  with  ii  muUk'utcd  unguent,  to  the  |;real 
aUrm  of  his  iuus,  who  mi:itook  him  for  Siuiuu,  and  fled  iintU  lecaUvd  by 
Si.  iVtur. 
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in  the  time  of  this  king,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1012,  and 
is  not  80  generally  known.  It  better  to  4ilAte  on  such  . 
matters  than  to  dwell  on  £thelred'8  indolence  and  calamUies : 
and  it  will  be  more  pleading  certainly,  and  nearer  the  tniUi, 
if  I  subjoin  it  in  the  original  languap^eof  the  person  who  was 
a  sullerer,  than  if  I  had  clotheil  it  in  my  own  words.  Beside.^ 
I  think  it  ornamental  to  a  work,  that  the  {^tylc  shouUl  l>c 
occasionally  varied. 

"  I  Etlielbcrt,*  a  sinner,  even  were  I  desirous  of  concealing 
the  divine  judgment  which  overtook  me,  yet  the  tremor  of 
my  limbs  would  betray  me ;  wherefore  I  shall  relate  eircum- 
stanHally  how  this  happened,  that  all  may  know  the  heavy 
punishment  due  to  disobedience.    We  were,  on  the  eve  of 
our  Lord's  nativity,  ia  a  certain  town  of  vSaxony,  in  wliich 
was  the  church  of  Magnus  the  martyr,  and  u  priest  named 
Robert  had  begun  the  first  mass.    I  was  in  the  churchyard 
Vith  eighteen  companioas,  fifteen  men  and  three  women, 
dancing,  and  singing  profane  songs  to  such  a  ck^ree  that  I 
interrupted  the  priest,  and  our  voices  resounded  amid  the 
sacred  solemnity  of  the  maj^s.  WheivtV>re,  havinp;  eummanded 
us  to  be  silent,  and  not  buiii'jr  attended  to,  he  cur:^ed  us  in  the 
following  words,  '  May  it  please  God  and  St.  Jlagnus,  that 
you  may  remain  singing  in  that  manner  for  a  whole  year.* 
His  words  bad  their  eifeet.    The  ison  of  John  the  priest 
seized  his  sister  who  was  singing  with  us,  by  the  arm,  and 
immediately  tore  it  from  her  body  ;  but  not  a  drop  of  blood 
flowed  out.    She  also  remained  a  whole  year  with  us,  dancing 
and  singing.    The  niin  fell  not  upon  us  ;  nor  did  cold,  nor 
hcat,^  nor  hunger,  nor  thirst,  nor  fatigue  assail  us  :  we  neither 
wore  our  clothes  norshoes^  but  we  kept  on  singing  as  though 
we  had  been  insane.   First  we  sank  into  the  ground  up  to 
our  knees  :  next  to  our  thighs ;  a  covering  was  at  Icngtli,  by 
the  permission  of  God,  built  over  us  to  keep  oflT  the  rain» 
When  a  year  liad  elapsed,  Herbert,  bishop  of  the  city  of 
Cologne,  released  us  I'rom  the  tie  wl\erewith  our  hands  were 
bound,  and  reconciled  us  before  the  altar  of  St.  ^Magnus. 
The  daughter  of.  the  priest,  with  the  other  two  women,  died 
immediately ;'  the  rest  of  us  slept  three  whole  days  and 
niglits :  some  died  afterwards,  and  are  lamed  for  miracles  : 
the  remainder  betray  their  punishment  by  the  trembling  of 

*  Other  MSS.  read  Otbert 
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(heir  limbs.  This  narrative  waa  given  to  us  bv  the  lord 
IV  regrine,  the  succes^^or  of  llerbert|  in  the  year  ox  pur  Lord 
1013/ 

In  that  dj^y  which  formerly  was  called  Agrippina,  from 
A«:^rippa  the  son-in-law  of  Augustus,  but  afterwards  named 
(\)lonia  by  the  emperor  Trajan,  because  being  there  created 
ciii{>eror  he*  founded  in  it  a  colony  of  Roman  citizens ;  in  thii$ 

city,  I  repeat,  there  was  a  eertain  bishop,  famed  i'or  piet), 
tliuugh  to  a  degree  hideous  ia  liid  person  ;  of  whom  I  shall  re- 
late one  miraele,  whieh  he  predicted  when  dying,  after  liavin*; 
iirit  recorded  what  a'  .singular  chance  elevated  him  to  such  an 
eminent  8tation«.  The  cmjieror  of  that  country  going  to 
hunt  on  Quinquagesima  Sunday,  came  alone^  for  his  oom- 
r-diiipanions  were  di.spi>rsed,  to  tlie  edge  of  a  wood,  whei-c 
this  rural  prie>t,  deloijiied  and  almost  a  monster,  had  u 
( liureh.  The  empi  rur,  Tci^niing  himself  a  soldier,  hunibl)' 
Itl's  a  mass,  whieh  tlie  priest  innueiliately  begins.  The 
other  in  the  ineantime  was  revolving  in  his  mind  why  God, 
i'nnn  whom  all  beautiful  things  proceed,  should  suffer  so  do- 
fur  mod  a  man  to  admi  ulster  his  sacraments.  Presently, 
Avhcn  that  verso  in  the  tract  occurrwl,  "  Know  ye  that  the 
J.ord  himself  is  God,"  the  juicsl  looked  behind  him,  to  ehidc 
the  inattention  of  an  assistaut,  and  said  with  u  louder  voice, 
:is  if  in  reply  to  the  enqierur's  tliuughts,  "lie  nmdc  us;  aad 
not  we  ourselves."  Struck  with  this  expression,  the  emperor 
r>teeming  him  a  prophet,  exalted  him,  though  unwilling  and 
I'i  luctant,  to.  the  arehbisho])rIc  of  Cologne,  which,  when  he 
liad  once  uH.smned,  he  dignified  by  hU  exemplary  conduct; 
kindly  eneounigiii;i  those  Avho  did  well,  and  branding  with 
the  stigma  of  excomniunieation  Kueh  as  did  ollierwise,  with- 
out respect  of  per;sons.  The  inhabitants  of  that  jdace  pro- 
claim u  multitude  of  his  impartial  acts;  one  of  which  the 
r(*ader  will  peruse  in  that  abbreviated  form  which  my  work 
refjuircs.  In  a  monastery  of  nuns  in  that  city,  thet*e  was  a 
certain  v^irgin  who  had  tliere  grown  up,  more  by  the  kind- 
ness of  her  parents  than  thi  ()U<!;h  any  innate  wish  fur  a  holy 
life  :  this  f:^irl,  by  the  attraction  of  her  beauty  and  Iter  atfablc 
hniguage  to  all,  allured  many  lovers;  but  while  others, 
through  fear  of  God  or  the  censure  of  the  worhl,  restrained 
their  desires,  there  was  one  who^  ea^cited  to  vrantonness  by 
the  extent  of  his  wealth  and  the  nobility  «>f  hi3  desccDt, 
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broke  through  the  bountb  of  lav  and  of  josttce^  and  de* 
spoiled  her  of  her  virj^tntty;  .and  carrying  her  off  kept  her^ 
as  his  lawful  wife;   Mitcli  time  elapsed  while  the  abbess  en- 
treated, and  his  friends  atlnionished  him  not  to  persevere  in 
flo  dreadful  a  crime.    Turniiij^  a  deaf  ear,  however,  to  his 
advisers,  he  continued  aa  immoveable  us  a  rock.    Hy  chance 
at  thin  time  the  prehite  was  absent^  occu|ued  in  business  at 
Rome ;  but  on  his  return  the  circumstancb  was  related  to 
him.  >  He  commands  the  sheep  to  be  returned  to  the  fold 
directly ;  and  after  much  altercation  the  woman  was  rcstoreil 
to  the  monastery.    Not  \on*r  alter,  watehin*;  an  opportunity 
when  tlic  bishop  was  nhst  nt,  she  was  again  carriiul  away. 
Excouiniunieation  was  thun  denounced  airainst  the  deHnquent, 
2^0  that  no  person  could  speak  to,  or  associate  witli  him. 
This,  however,  he  held  in  eontempti  and  retired  to  one  pf  his 
estates  afar  off,  not  to  put  the  command  in  force,  but  to  elude 
its  power:  and  there,  a  turbulent  and  powerful  man,  he  lived 
.in  company  with  his  excommunicated  paramour.    But  when  it 
.pleased  God  to  take  the  bishop  to  hiinsuU",  and  he  was  lying 
in  extreme  bodily  pain  upon  his  bed,  the  nei,i![]d>ours  llockod 
around  him  tliat  tUey  mi^ht  partake  the  linal  beuediction  ol' 
this  holy  man.    The  offender  alone  not  daring  to  appear, 
prevailed  on  some  persons  to  speak  for  him.    The  moment 
the  bishop  heard  his  name  he  groaned,  and  then,  I  add  his 
very  words,  spoke  to  the  following  effect,  "  If  that  wretclicd 
man  shall  desert  that  accursed  woman,  he  sliall  be  absolved ; 
but  if  he  persist,  let  him  be  ready  to  c^ivt*  acfonnt  Ijcfore 
God,  tlie  followhig  year,  at  the  very  day  and  hour  on  which 
I  shall  depart:  moreover,  you  will  see  me  expire  when  the 
bell  shall  proclaim  the  sixth  hour.*'   Nor  were  his  words 
vain;  for  he  departed  at  the  time  whieli  he  had  predicted; 
and  the  other,  togetlier  with  his  mistress,  at  the  expiration 
of  the  year,  on  tlie  same  day,  and  at  the  same  hour,  wiis 
killed  by  a  stroke  of  lightning. 

But  king  Ethelred,  after  the  martyrdom  of  Elphege,  as  wc 
have  related,  gave  his  see  to  a  bishop  named  Living.*  -More- 
over, Turkill,  the  Dane,  who  had  been  the  chief  cause  of  the 
Arelibisho]>'3  murder,  had  settled  m  England,  and  held  tiiu 
East  Angles  in  subjection.    For  the  other  Danes,  exacting 

♦  **LivirifT,  formerly  called  FJfstaii,  wns  translated  from  Wells  to 
Cantefbur/  in  the  yeaa  10  U;  hu  died,  12th  Jimc^  1020." — liAuuVt 
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from  tho  i.nglifih  a  tribute  oi^  eight  tliousand  pounds 
dbtribiit^  theiuselveSi  as  best  suited  their  eonvenieo^ 
the  townsi  or  in  the  country ;  nnd  fifteen  of  their  ships, 
the  crcwdy  had  entered  into  the  king's  ,  servioe*  .  I 
miiantiine  ThurkiU  sent  messengv  i^  to  Sweyn,  king  df 
{iiark,  iiivitiiif?  him  to  eouie  to  Knghuul ;  telling  him  tli 
laml  W!H  rirh  iiml  l*i*rtih»,  but  the  kini^  a  driveller  :  anu 
wholly  ♦iivi'ii  up  to  wine  ntu!  m'oiih  ii,  his  hi^^t  tliuught:^ 
those  of  wnr:  thut  in  eonse((uence  he  was- hateful  to  hi 
people  and  eontemptllile  to  fqreignors:  thut  the  eoinint 
were  jealous  of  each  other,  tho  people  weak,  and  thai 
would  lly  the  field,  the  moment  the  onset  was  sounded, 
Sweyn*  was  naturally  cruel,  nor  did  he  reciuire 
jM.'r.sna>ioii ;  prt  pai  ing  his  shlp>,  tlierelbro,  he  ha^ten< 
vuvag<'.  Sniidwich  wns  the  port  lie  nuule,  ]>riiu'ipal 
diguing  to  avenge  his  histcr  Gunhilda.  This  woman 
j)()^^r>scd  conslilerable  beauty,  had  come  over  to  Ei 
with  her  husband  X^alling,  a  powerful  nobleman,  and  li 
bracing  Christianity,  had  made  herself  a  pledge  of  the 
ish  jx'iice.  In  Ins  ill-fated  fury,  Kdric  had  connnande* 
tlioiiLih  j)roclaimiMg  that  the  sheihlijig  lirr  blood  would 
Ln''Mit  evil  on  tlie  whnh*  kiii'^dom,  to  hr  hcheaded  with  tlu 
l)aiits.  She  bore  her  death  with  fortitude;  and  site  u 
tunird  pahi  at  theuioment,  nor,  when  dead,  and  lier  bio 
hausted,  did  she  lose  lier  beauty ;  her  husband  was  mui 
heibre  her  face,  and  her  son,  a  youth  of  amiable  dispo 
was  transfixed  with  four  spears.  Sweyn  then  pro© 
t!irou;i;li  ICa.-t  Aii'zlia  airainst  the  Nortluimbrians. reeeivei 
.subinis.sion  willuMit  n^i.-latKM^  :  not  indued,  that  the 
ardour  of  tln  ir  minds,  whieh  brooked  iio  master,  had 
roul,  but  breause  Utred,  their  prince,  was  tiie  lirst  togi 
ample  of  desertion.  On  their  submission  all  the  other 
wild  inhabit  England  on  tiie  north,  gave  him  tribute  ai 
tagcs.  Coming  southward,  he  compelled  those  of  Oxfo 
Winehester,  to  obey  his  eonnnands  ;  the  Londoners  alon 
tccting  their  huvful  su\  ereign  wilhiu  their  walls,  shu 

•  Malnu'slmry  scM-nis  to  liavc  fallen  into  snmc  confusion  her 
murder  of  tiie  iianets  took  i>lacc  on  St.  Ikirc's  day,  a.b.  UH)*2,  ami 
ingly  wo  find  Sweyn  infesUu^  England  in  ami  tlic  follow 

(jice  Saxou  Cliruuicle) :  hut  tlii?*  Iiis  sei-oiul  arriva.  took  platf,  a.i 
*\tliat  the  iiveiigiiig  tl»c  louidcr  of  Jiiji  ai^tcr  Gimhiidu  cou^d  iuiUl 
vlu^^Duii  prevent  attuck* 
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gates  against  hioL  The  Danes,  on  the  other  hmif  assailing 
with  greater  ferociQr,  nurtured  their  fortitude  with  the  hop^ 
of  fame;  the  townsmen  were  ready  to  rush  on  death  fur  | 

freedom,  thinking  they  ought  never  to  he  forgiven,  hhouLl  i 
they  desert  tlieir  king,  who  hiid  committed  his  liie  to  tiidr  \ 
charge.    Wiiilc  the  eoatliet  was  raging  fiercely  on  either 
side,  victory  befriended  the  juster  cause;  for  the  eUjzeiis  I 
made  wonderful  exertions,  everyone  esteeming  it  glorious  to 
'  show  his  unwearied  alacrity  to  his  prince,  or  even  toJte  for 
liim.   Part  of  the  enemy  were  destroyed,  and  part  drowned 
in  the  river  Thame:<,  because  iu  their  hc;ulIong  fury,  they 
had  not  sought  a  bi  idge.    With  his  shattered  army  Sweja 
retreated  to  Batli,  wltere  Etheluier,  governor  of  the  we^stem 
district,  with  his  followers,  submitted  to  him.    And,  although 
all  England  was  already  bending  to  his  dominion,  yet  not 
even  now  would  the  Londoners  Imve  yielded,  had  not  Ethel- 
red  %vit1idrawn  his  presence  ft*om  among  them.    For  beinj^  g 
niua  given  up  to  indolence,  and,  throu^li  cousciousuess  ot'iiis 
own  mistlced-s  supposing  none  .could  be  faithful  to  him,  and 
at  the  same  time  wisliing  to  escape  the  dilhculties  of  a  hattlu 
and  a  siege,  he  by  his  departure  left  them  to  their  own  exer- 
tions.  Ilowever,  they  applied  the  best  remedy  they  could  to 
their  exigencies,,  and  surrendered  after  the  example  of  their 
countrymen.    Tliey  were  men  laudable  in  the  extreme,  and 
such  as  Mars  himself  would  not  have  disdained  to  encounter, 
had  they  possessed  a  competent  header.    Even  Avliile  the)' 
were  supported  by  the  mere  shadow  of  one,  they  risked 
every  chance  of  battle,  nay  even  a  siege  of  several  months 
continuance.    lie  in  the  meantime  giving  fresh  instance 
of  his  constitutional  indolence,  fled  from  the  city,  and  hy 
secret  journeys  came  to  Southampton,  whence  he  pansed  over 
to  the  Isle  of  Wight.    Here  he  addressed  those  abbuts  uud 
bishops  who,  even  in  such  dilFiculties,  could  not  bring  them- 
selves to  desert  their  master,  to  the  following  clTeet:  "That 
they  mu^t  perceive  in  what  dreadful  state  his  ailairs,  and 
tliase  of  Jiis  family  were ;  tlmt  he  was  banished  from  his  pa* 
temal  throne  by  the  treachery  of  his  generals,  and  that  be, 
in  whose  hands  their  safety  was  formerly  vested,  now  re- 
quired the  assistance  of  other:. ;  tliat  thuu;:]i  lately  a  monarch 
and  a  potentate,  he  was  now  an  outcast  and  a  fugitive ;  a 
melancholy  change  for  him,  bi^cause  it  certainly  is  more  toler- 
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i^)le  never  to  Imve  had  power,  than  to  Imve  lo«t  i 
possessed ;  and  more  espeeiidly  disgrueetul  to  the  Enj 
tbia  iiistanec  of  deserting  their  prittce  would  be 
tliroaghout  the  world ;  that  through  ntere  regvd 
they  had  exposed  their  houses  and  property  io  pltu 
and,  unprovided,  taken  to  a  voluntary  fli«^ht ;  food  wi 
tjcr  of  (liirR'ulty  to  all;  uumy  had  nut  even  elotly 
comnieii<l<  (i  tln;ir  fnlelity  inde<»(l,  but  still  comM  ihul  r 
rity  iioni  it;  tlie  c'(juntry  was  now  .so  cumpletely  &\ 
the  coa^t  ho  narrowly  watdied,  that  there  was  no  esc 
attended  with  danger :  . that  they  should,  tbereforei.  oo 
gether,  what  was  to  be  done :  were  they  to  remain^ 
))eril  was  to  be  apprehended  from  their  eountryme 
iVom  their  enemies,  for  perhap-^  they  might  purcli 
fa\  uiir  uf  their  new  ma.ster  by  joining  to  distress  the 
certaiidy  to  ]>r  l-villcd  by  an  enemy  was  to  be  aseribed  to 
to  be  betrayed  by  a  fellow  citizen  was  to  be  attributed  to 
exertion ;  were  they  to  fiy  to  di^*  iit  mitions^itwoukl  be^ 
loss  of  honour ;  if  to  those  who  knew  thenii  the  drea^ 
be,  lest  their  dispositions  should  take  a  tinge  from  theii 
of  fortune ;  lor  many  great  and  ilhistrious  men  h; 
kilb'd  on  similar  oeeasions ;  but,  liowever,  be  must  u 
ex[)ei  inient,  and  .sound  the  inelinations  ut  Kicbard, 
Normandy,  who,  if  he  should  kiniUy  receive  his  sis 
nepliews,  nn'ght  probably  not  unwillingly  aflbrd  him 
teetion.  His  favour  shown  to  my  wife  and  childrei 
tinucd  he,  "will  be  the  pledge  of  my  own  security, 
he  oppose  me,  I  am  confident,  nay  fully  cootident,  1 1 
want  Fpiiit  to  die  here  "with  honour,  in  [n-el'erenee  t 
there  with  ipjnoniiny.  Wlierefore  this  very  month 
gU8t,  while  milder  gales  are  soothing  the  ocean,  le 
make  a  voyage  to  her  brother,  and  take  our  child 
common  pledges,  to  bo  dejiosited  with  him.  L 
companions  be  the  bishop  of  Durham  and  the  t 
Pcterborou'^h  ;  I  myself  \vill  remain  here  till  CI 
and  should  ho  send  back  a  i'avourablc  answer,  1  wi 
directly.** 

On  the  breaking  up  of  the.  conference,  all  obeyed  ; 
pail  for  Normandy,  whih»  he  remained  anxiously  ex| 
favourable  report.    Shortly  after  he  learned  from 
>d;ard  hod  received  his  sister  mtb  - 1  eat  affec' 
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that  lie  invited  tlio  kinj^  also  to  condescend  to  become  his 
iiimate*    Ethelred,  therefore,  going  into  Normandy,  in  tho 

.  month  of  January^  felt  his  distres:>eii  soothed  by  the  utteo* 
tions  of  hisi  host .  This  Riclmrd  was  son  of  liiclmrd  tlie 
Arsty  and  equalled  his  father  in  good  fortune  and  good  qua- 
lities; though  he  certainly  surpassed  bim  in  heavenly  eou- 
mixs*  lie  completed  the  monastery  at  Feschamp,  wJiich  hid 
lather  had  begun,  lie  was  more  intent  on  prayer  and  tern- 
jM.'raace,  than  you  would  re([uire  in  any  monk,  or  hermit.  . 
lie  was  humble  to  excess,  iu  order  that  he  might  subdue  by 
hia  patience,  the  petulance  of  those  who  attacked  Inm, 
Jiioreover  it  is  reported,  that  at  night,  secretly  escaping  tlie 
observation  of  his  servants,  he  was  accustomed  to  go  unat- 
tended to  the  matins*  of  the  monks,  and  to  continue  iu  prayer 
till  diiy-li;;ht.  Intent  on  this  jmu.tiee,  vnc  ni^^Hit  in  pur- 
'  ticuhir,  at  Feschauip,  he  was  earlier  than  customary,  and 
finding  the  door  shut,  he  forced  it  open  with  unusual  vio- 
lence, and  disturbed  the  sleep  of  the  sacristan,  lie,  asto- 
nished at  the  noise  of  a  person  knocking  in  the  dead  of 

'  night,  got  up,  that  he  might  see  the  author  of  so  bold  a 
deed ;  and  iinding  only  a  countryman  in  appeanuice,  clotlied 
in  rustic  garb,  he  could  not  relraiin  from  laying  hands  on 
him ;  and,  moved  with  vehement  inJi^^mition,  he  caught  liuld 
ol  his  hair,  and  gave  this  illustrious  man  a  number  of  severe 
blows,  which  he  bore  with  incredible  patience,  and  without 
uttering  a  syllable.  The  next  day,  Kichard  laid  his  com- 
plaint befoi-e  the  chapter,  f  and  with  counterfeited  anger, 
summoned  the  monk  to  meet  him  at  the  town  of  Argens, 
threatening  that,  he  would  take  such  vengeance  for  the 
injury,  so  that  all  France  should  talk  of  it."  On  the  day 
appointed,  while  the  monk  stood  by,  almost  dead  witli  fear, 
he  detailed  the  matter  to  the  nobility,  lar«^ely  exaggerating 
the  enormity  of  the  transaction,  and  keepiitg  the  culprit  in 
suspcnsi-,  by  crafty  objeetions  to  what  he  urged  in  mitiga- 
tion. Finally,  after  he  had  been  mercifully  judged  by  the 
nobility,  he  pardoned  him;  and  to  make  his  forgivenvsss  more 
acceptable,  he  annexed  all  that  town,  with  its  appurtenances, . 

•    reported  to  bii  abundant  in  the  best  wine,  t(;  tlif  olhce  of  this 
sacristan:  saying,  "That  he  was  an  admirable  monk,  who 

•  Matins  were  soiiictinrics  performed  bhortl/  iificr  inidiii;»ht. 
,  t  <It  was  cwitomury  to  iioM  a  chapter  immediately  after  primes. . 
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j»io|K'ily  observed  his  npfvointod  clmrgo,  and  did  not  break 
siiciuc,  thouj!:h  roused  with  uii^tr."  In  the  twenty-eightli 
vciir  of  ins  dukedom,  he  dieil,  having  ordered  bis  body  to  be 
buried  ut  the  door  of  the  church,  where  it  would  be  sub* 
jui;tr<l  to  tlie  feet  of  such  oa  passed  by,  and  to  the  spouts  of 
\s';\U'v  wliicli  Streamed  from  above.  In  our.  time,  however, ' 
\\  iil;;ifn,  third  abbut  of  that  place,  regarding  this  as 'dia- 
;!.n  (  till,  removed  the  lung-cuntiiiued  reproacJi,  and  taking 
il.c  body,  phuiul  it  before  tlie  altar.    lie  had  u 

I  roilirr,  Kobert,  whom  he  made  archbishop  of  Koucn,  though 
1 V  till-  he  turni.^lied  his  reputation.    For  Jic,  cruelly  abusing 
ihi<  honour,  at  first,  conimilted  many  crimes  and  many  atro- 
fiuijs  acts ;  but  growing  in  yeai*8,  he  certainly  wiped  olf 
.ovirui*  of  them  by  his  very  liberal  ahnsgiving.  After  Uichard, 
l.l-i  Mill  of  the  same  name  obtained  the  principality,  but  lived 
m  ;ii«m  !y  a  year.    A  vn^rue  o[)inion  indeed  has  prevaileil, 
tlijji,  l»y  the  connivance  ol'  his  brotlier  Kuljert,  whom  Kichaid 
the  M'i'ond  begut.  on  Judith,  daughter  of  Conan,  earl  uf 
lh-itt;uiy,  a  certain  woman,  skilled  in  poisons,  took  the 
Viiiui;^  niun  oiF«    In  atonement  for  his  piivity  to  this  trans- 
union  he  departed  for  Jerusalem,  after  the  seventh  year  of 
liis  t -arldoni  t  venturing  on  an  undeiiuking  very  meritorious 
:it  tliai  time,  l>y  c«iiiiiiieiiein*j,  with  few  followers,  a  journey, 
( I  d  to  incursions  ol*  Ijurbarians,  and  strange,  by  reasjn 
ul  tin'  customs  of  the  Snracens.    He  persevered  neverthe- 
less, and  did  not  stop,  but  safely  completed  the  whole  dis- 
taiKM*,  and  purchasing  admission  at  a  higli  price,  with  bare 
I'l  «;t,  aud  full  of  tears,  lie  worshipped  ut  tkit  glory  of  the 
C  hristians,  the  sepulchre  of  our  Lord.    Conciliating  the 
favtiur  lit'  God,  as  we  believe,  by  this  labour,  on  bis  return 
lujijii  uards  he  ended  his  days  at  Nice,  a  city  of  JJitliyiiia ; 
'  Ul  1)11,  as  it  is  said,  by  poison.    This  was  administered  by 
Ids  servant  Ralpli,  surnamed  ^lowin,  who  had  wrought  hiiu- 
siir  up  to  i\ut  commission  of  this  crime,  from  a  hoi>e  of 
obtaining  the  dukedom.    But  on  his  return  to  Nonnandy, 
tlie  matter  becoming  known  to  all,  he  was  detested  as  A 
monster,  and  retired  to  perpetual  exile.    To  Robert  sue* 
ceeth  il  William,  his  son,  then  a  child,  of  whom  as  I  shnll 
have  to  speak  hereafter,  I  sludl  now  return  to  my  narrative. 

In  the  meantime  Sweyn,  as  I  have  before  related,  ojj- 
i>rc;>sed  England  with  rapine  and  with  slaughter:  tlie  io- 


Digitized  by  Google 


190  iriUJ4U  OV  1IAXJCB8BUBT. 

labitants  were  first  plundered  of  their  property,  and  tlien 
proscribed.    In  every  city  it  was  iimtter  of  doubt  what 
should  be  done :  if  revolt  was  deternniied  on,  they  had  none 
to  take  the  lead;  if  submission  wiis  made  choice  of,  they 
would  have  a  harsh  ruler  to  deal  with.    Thus  their  public 
and  private  property^  together  with  their  hostages,  was  car- 
ried to  the  fleet;  as  he  was  not  a  lawful  sovereign,  but  a 
moflt  cruel  tynint.    The  Deity,  however,  was  too  kind  to 
permit  England  to  fluctuate  long  in  such  keen  di.stre?i.s,  for 
*tlie  invader  died  nhorily  uiler,  on  the  purihcutloii  of  JSl. 
Mary,*  though  it  is  uncertain  by  what  death.  It  is  reported, 
that  while  devastating  the  posse^ssions  of  tit.  Edmund,! 
king  and  martyr,  he  appeared  to  liim  in  a  vision,  and  gently 
addressed  him  on  the  miseiy  of  his  people ;  tluit  on  Sweyii'd 
replying  insolently,  he  struck  him  on  the  head ;  and  that,  in 
consequence  of  the  blow,  lie  died,  as  has  been  said,  iniiirc- 
diately  after.    The  Danes  then  eleeted  Canute,  the  son  of 
Sweyn,  king ;  while  the  Angles,  declaring  that  their  natural 
sovereign  was  dearer  to  them,  if  he  could  conduct  himself 
more  royally  than  he  had  hitherto  done,  sent  for  king  Ethel* 
red  out  of  Normandy,  He  despatched  Edward,  his  son,  first, 
to  sound  tlie  fidelity  of  the  higher  orders  and  t!ie  inclination 
of  tlie  people,  on  the  spot ;  who,  when  he  saw  the  wishes  of 
all  tending  in  his  lavour,  went  back  in  full  eonlidince  lor  liis 
father.    The  king  returned,  and,  being  flattered  by  the  joy- 
ful plaudits  of  tiie  Angles,  that  he  migiit  appear  to  Jiavo 
shaken  ofi*  his  constitutional  indolence,  he  hastened  to  collect 
an  army  against  Canute,  who  was  at  that  time  in  J^indsey, 
where  his  father  had  left  him  with  the  ships  and  hostages, 
and  was  levying  fresh  troops  and  horses,  that,  mustering  a 
suilieient  force,  he  might  make  a  vigorous  attack  upon  his 
enemies  unprejiared :  vowing  most  severe  vengeance,  as  he 
usetl  to  say,  on  the  deserters.    But,  circumvented  by  a  con- 
trivance similar  to  his  own,  he  retreated.    Escaping  at  that 
time  with  much  difficulty,  and  putting  to  sea  with  his  re- 
.  mining  forces,  he  coasted  the  l^ritish  ocean  from  Ciist  to 
south,  and  landed  at  Sandwich.   Here,  setting  all  divine  and 
human  laws  at  defiance,  he  mutilated  his  hostajtes,  wlio  were 
young  men  of  great  nobility  and  elegance,  by  depriving  them 

♦  Sweyn  died  Feb.  3,  a.i>.  1014. 

t  The  luuuiuiUry  of  6t,  KUuiundbury. 
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of  tli'  ir  earr",  nnd  nostrils,  and  &omc  even  of  tlioj'r  man] 
ThiH  tyriiiiniziuj^  ovi»r  tho  innoitt  iit,  uiul  boa.stiii*^  of  the 
he  returiK  'l  to  his  own  country.  In  the  Hame  year  tho 
flood,  whicii  the  Greeks  call  Euripus,  and  we  hodo^f  zo 
r)  wonderful  a  height,  tbat  none  like  it  was  recoBeetc 
tlic  meinorjr  o(  Diuii,  for  it  overflowed  the  viJUligea^  and 
Mroyed  their  inhabitants,  for  many  miles. 
^  Tlic  year  following  a  «;i  :iiul  council  of  Danes  and  En 
was  :i<senihl«'(l  at- Oxford,  wlu^re  the  kin;:^  i-omiuandcd 
of  the  tit>bii'>t  l)arn;-4,  Sii;(  rcrt h,  and  Morcur,  accuse 
treaciiery  to  him  by  the  inii^eachuiLiit  of  the  traitor  lidri 
be  put  to  death,  llo  liad  lured  them,  bjr  his  soi  t 
expressions,  into  a  chamber,  and  deprived  them,  when  d 
to  excess,-  of  their  lives,  by  his  attendants  who  had' 
j»re|)ared  for  that  pur|)03C.  The  cause  of  their  murdei 
said  to  be,  Ids  unjiHtiliabh',  dcsliMi  i\)r  their  prup{>rty.  'J 
(Icpciulants,  att(  iu|iting  to  levetigr  tin;  dt  alli  of  their  Ion 
arms,  were  worsted,  and  driven  into  the  tower  ot 
IViiii'sw  id(;\s  church  at  Oxford,  where,  ns  they  eould  ii 
tlisltKlgctl,  tiiey  were  consumed  by  fire  ;  however,  ah 
after,  the  foul  stain  was  wiped  out  by  the  king*s  penit 
and  tlie  sacred  pliice  repairwl.  1  have  road  the  liisto 
tiiis  transaction,  whieii  is  doposilcd  iii  the  urcliives  of 
I  !iiir<!li.  Th(!  wife  of  Si;jefrrth,  a  wmium  reniarkal)lr  lu 
rank  ai»d  brauty,  wn^  carried  prisoner  to  Mabuesbury 
wliicb  aceoimt,  i'^dmund,  the  king^a  son,  dissemhlinj 
intention,  took  a  journey  into  those  parts.  Seeing  he 
i)'M'aiiie  enamoured  ;  and  becoming  enamoured,  he  mad 
wife ;  cautiously  kcepin<^  their  union  secret  fron 
futiier,  who  was  as  much  an  obje<*t  of  contempt  to  his  fi 
*a3  to  stran;^ers.  Tbi.^  iMhimud  was  not  born  of  Ennm 
of  soirie  otbcr  pcr.^on,  wbum  i'aiiie  lias  bd't  in  ub.-ci 
HiUi  iliat  exception,  be  was  a  young  man  in  every  re 
of  iroble  disposition  ;  of  great  strength  both  of  mini 
person,  and,  on  this  account,  by  the  English,  a 
''Ironside:*'  he  would  have  shrouded  the  indolence  < 
father,  and  the  meanness  of  his  mother,  by  his  own 
'Jpicuons  virtue,  could  the  fates  have  s]>ared  liiin.  Soon 
at  the  instigation  of  Ids  wife,  be  asked  of  liis  fathe 

•  He  hero  considers  Ledo  to  implv  the  spring  tide;  but  utheil 
Dieaiu  the  neapi  anfl  ezprcfti  the  former  by  Malino.  See  Du  Cai^ 
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possessions  of  Sigeferth|  wliicK  were  of  large  extent  among 
the  Kortltumbrimui^  but  could  liot  obtain  them  ;  by  his  own 
exertion^  however,  he  proeured  them  at  last,  tbe  inliabitauU 
of  that  province  willingly  submitting  to  his  jiower. 

The  same  summer  Canute^  having  settled  his  alTairs  in 
Denmark,  and  entered  into  allianoe  with  liic  neiglihuuring 
kings,  came  to  Eiighind,  determined  to  subdue  it  or  peri;ik  in 
the  attempt.    Pro^'ocding  from  Sandwich  into  KiMit,  and 
thence  into  West  Saxony,  he  laid  every  thing  waste  with  fire 
and  slaughter,  while  the  king  was  lying  sick  at  Cosham.* 
Edmund  indeed  attempted  to  oppose  him,  but  being  thwarted 
by  Edric,  he  ])hieed  his  lurees  in  a  secure  situation.  Edric, 
however,  thinking  it  unneeessiiry  lunger  to  disseinhlo,  but 
thiit  he  might,  now,  o|)enly  throw  oil  the  nia.^k,  levoltcd  to 
Canute  with  forty  sliips,  and  all  West  Saxony  following  hia 
example,  delivered  hostages,  and  gave  up  tlieir  arms.  Yet 
the  Mercians  repeatedly  assembling  stood  forward  to  resist : 
and  if  the  king  would  but  come,  and  command  whither  tlu  j 
were  to  march,  and  bring  with  him  the  leading  rnen  of 
Loudon,  they  were  i^eudy  tu  ^hed  their  blood  lor  their 
country.     liut  he,  accustomed    to   eonnnit  his  sutrty  to 
fortifications,  and  not  to  attack  the  enemy,  renuuned  in 
London ;  never  venturing  out,  for  fear,  as  he  said,  of 
traitors;    On  the  contrary,  Canute  was  gaining  towns  and 
villages  over  to  his  party  ;  and  was  never  unemploye  d  ;  for 
he  held  consultations  by  night,  and  fought  battles  by  day* 
Edmund,  after  long  dclibcrulion,  csteeuking  it  best,  in  sucli 
an  emergency,  to  recover,  if  jjossible,  the  revolted  citii  s  by 
aruis,  brought  over  Ulred,  an  earl,  on  the  other  side  oi'  the 
liumber,  to  the  same  sentiments.    They  imagined  too,  that 
such  cities  OS  were  yet  doubtful  which  side  to  take,  would 
determine  at  once,  if  they  ivould  only  inflict  signal  vengeance 
on  thoHc  which  had  revolted.  Uui  Canute,  pctsscssed  of  equal 
penetration,  circumvented  them  by  a  simlliar  contrivance. 
Giving  ovei-  the  West  S^axons  and  that  part  of  Mercia  which 
he  Imd   subjugated,  to  the  custody  of  his  generals,  ho 
proceeded  hinisttU*  against  the  Northinnhrians  ;   and,  hj 
depopulating  the  country,  compelled  Utred  to  retire,  'to 
defend  his  own  posses^ions  ;  and  notwithstanding  he  sur- 
reudered  himselfi  yet  with  inhuman  .levity  he  ordered  him  to 

*  Corshaat,  in  Wllt:ihui» ! 
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be  put  to  (lc:ith.    His  caiUlom  was  given  to  Eric,  whom. 
C:uuitr  nft'^rwitrtls  (vxpcllcd  Kii;;lan(l,  bcnuise  lici  pretended 
to  equal  puwci*  with  hiius*  If.     Tims  all  bL'iii«i;  subdued,  he 
ceasoil  not  pursuing 'Edmiuul,  whu  was  «^iadually  retreating, 
till  ho  ht'jird  that  he  was  at  Londou  witli  his  lather.  Canute 
th(^n  remained  quiet  till  after  Easter,  thut  he  miglit  attack 
thc'city  with  all  his  forces.    But  the  death  of  Ktlielred 
prm'dod  the  attemjit :  for  in  the  begiiinii.j^  of  Lent,  on  St 
(Iri'juiyV  day,*    hr   breathed  out  a  liCu  destined  only  to 
]:iln»iii-  and  ndsery  :  he  lies  buried  at  St.  PauTs  in  London. 
Tlic  citi/cnM  ifn!(H'di;itely  pruelainied  iCdniund   kin*;,  who, 
T!iustr!l!i;j^  siu  ai  iiiv,   routed    the    Danes  at  Penn,"t*  near  • 
dillin'flmm,  ab*iuL  Uogation-day.    After  the  festival  of  St. 
John,  engaging  them  again  at  Seeorstan,  J  he  retired  from  a 
druwn-hattle.    The  English  had  bi  i^^un  to  give  way,  at  the 
iii-ttince  of  Kdrie  ;  who  hein;^  on  tlie  adversaries*  side,  and 
linlilin^  ill  Li.,  hund  a  sword  stained  with  ilie  bh-cnl  of  a 
frll(»\v  whom  he  had   dcxlci'ou.-ly  slain,  exelainied,  "  Fly> 
wn'tclu  s  !  lly  I  behold,  3  <>iir  hin^  was  slain  by  this  sword  I** 
The  Angles  would  have  lied  inunediately,  had  not  the  king, 
flp[>rised  of  this  eireunistance,  procteeded  to  an  eminence,  and 
taking  off*  his  helmet,  shown  his  face  to  his  comrades.  ThcJi 
hrnndishin;^  a  dart  with  all  his  forces,  he  launched  it  at  Edric; 
])iit  beiuL'"  seen,  and  avoided,  it  nii>sed  him,  and  >trut'k  » 
Soldier  standin;;  nenr.;  :nid  so  ^'■real  was  its  vi(denee,  that  it 
even  tiaii^lixed  a  second.    Nij^ht  put  a  sto[)  to  the  battle,  the 
li(»-tl!«'  iirniies  retreating:  as  if  by  mutual  consent,  though  the 
Kui^lish  hud  w«*ll-nigh  obtained  the  \  ic1<jry. 

After  this  the  sentiments  of  the  West  Saxons  changed, 
and  they  acknowledged  their  lawful  sovereign.  Edmund 
proeeedeil  to  London,  that  he  ml^ht  liberate  those  deservin*^ 
(:iti/(>ns  whom  a  party  of  the  enemy  had  blocked  up  iniine- 
<liately  utter  lii^  departure  ;  inor(H)ver  they  ha»l  surrounded 
tin-  whole  elty,  on  the  parts  not  \vashe<l  by  the  river 'I'haineti, 
^vith  a  trench  ;  and  many  men  lost  their  lives  on  both  sidei 
in  the  skirmishes.    Hearing  of  the  king's  approach,  the/ 

4 

*  Miirch  I  'ith,  hut  the  Saxou  Cliroiiicto  b:i}  b  St.  Ocurgc*H  duy,  234  April- 

t  In  Sommcttihirc t 

t  Scc'orHtan  is  coiijt  t'turcd  to  he  near  Chipjiing  Norton.— So  a  np.  Sup- 
pobcd  to  l»e  ji  stoML-  wliifli  tlivided  the  four  counties  of  Oxforclf  vilouciittcrf 
Woritstcr  aad  Wiu-wick,— IIaudy. 
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precipitately  took  to  flight ;  while  ho  pursuing  directly,  mid 
passing  the  ford  called  Brentford,  routed  them  with  great 
slaughter.  The  remaining  multitude  which  were  with 
Canute,  while  Edmund  was  relaxing  a  little  and  getting  his 
aflairs  in  order,  agfun  laid  aiege  to  London  both  on  the  laud 
and  river  side ;  but  being  nobly  repulsed  by  the  citizens^  they 
wreaked  their  anger  on  tlie  neighbouring  province  of  Mercia, 
laying  waste  tlie  towns  and  villages,  with  plunder,  fire,  and 
slaughter.  The  best  ot*  tlie  sjioil  was  conveyed  to  their  .slii[Ks 
assembled  in  the  Medwuy  ;  whieli  river  llowing  by  the  city 
of  Rochester,  washes  its  fair  walls  with  a  strong  and  rapid 
current.  They  were  attacked  and  driven  Irucc  also  by  the 
king  in  person  $  who  suddenly  seizing  the  ford,  which  I  have 
licfove  mentioned  at  Brentford,  *  dispersed  them  with  signal 
loss. 

While  Edmund  was  preparing  to  pursue,  and  utterly  de- 
stroy tiie  kist  remains  oi'  these  plunderers,  he  was  prevented 
by  the  crafty  and  abandoned  Kdric,  who  had  again  insinu* 
ated  himself  into  his  good  graces ;  lor  he  had  come  over  to 
fidmundy  at  the  instigation  of  Canute,  that  lie  might  betray 
lus  designs.  Had  the  kin^  only  persevered,  this  would  have 
been  the  List  day  for  the  Danes;  but  misled  by  tlic  insinua- 
tions of  a  traitor,  avJio  airinned  tliat  the  enemy  would  make 
no  farther  attempt,  he  brought  swift  destruction  upon  him- 
self and  the  whole  of  England.  Being  thus  allowed  to 
escape,  they  again  assembled ;  attacked  the  East  Angles, 
and,  at  Assandun,f  compelled  the  king  himself,  who  came 
to  their  assistance,  to  retreat.  Here  again,  the  person  I  am 
ashamed  to  mention  so  frequently,  designedly  pjavc  the  lirst 
example  of  flight.  A  small  number,  who,  mindful  of  tlieir 
former  fame,  and  encouraging  each  other,  had  formed  a  com- 
pact body,  were  cut  oflf  to  a  man.  On  this  field  of  battle 
Canute  gained  the  kingdom;  the  glory  of  the  Angles  fell;« 
and  ttie  whole  flower  of  the  country  withered.  Amongst 
these  was  Ulfkytd,  earl  of  East  Anglia,  who  had  gained  ■ 
immortal  honour  in  the  time  of  Swcyn,  when  first  attacking 
the  pirates,  he  showed  that  they  might  be  overcome:  hero 

♦  lie  p;iii3ed  the  Thames  at  Brentford,  folio  wed  them  into  Kent,  and 
defeated  them  at  Ayleaford.    iSuxou  Oiron. 

+  Thought  to  be  cither  Assinydon.  Ashdown  in  Irlsf^ex,  or  Aston  iu  Beik* 
dure. 
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ftO,  teo^.t1»  eiuef  men  the  day,  bofh  Udibps  ud  • 
Edmiuid  flying  hence  alinoat  alone,  came  ta  Olo^oeal 

order  that  he  niip^ht  there  re-assemble  his  forces,  and  \ 
the  cnciny,  indolem,  u8  he  sujjposcd,  from  their  i*ecen 
tory.  Nor  was  CuniitL*  wtuiting  in  coiiratre  to  pursi 
fugitive.  When  ever)  tliiiig  was  ix;ady  ior  butlie,  Kd 
demandixl  a  single  comliat;  that  two  individuaU  niigh 
for  the  luat  of  dominipn,  be  Btained  with  the  blood 
many  aulgectSi  wIicd  they  might  try  tlicir  'fortune  w 
the  destrJetion  of  their-  faithful  adherents;  and  ohse 

tiiat  it  must  redound  ^ivatly  to  the  credit  of  either  to 
obtained  ^o  vast  a  dumiiiiuii  at  his  own  ]i  'rsoiial  j>Li  il. 
Canute  refused  this  proposition  altogctiicr;  ullirming 
his  courage  was  surpassing,  but  tliat  he  was  apprehi 
of  trusting  his  diminutive  person  against  ao  bulky  a 
tngonist:  wherefore,  as  both  bad  equal  pretensions  t 
kingdom,  since  the  father  of  either  of  them  had 
it,  it  was  consistent  .with  prudimcc  that  they  shoul 
a>i(l(^  their  animosity,  and  divule  En^Lihmd.*  This  \ 
tiition  was  udupted  by  either  army,  and  eouhrmed  with 
applause,  both  for  itd  equity  and  its  beneiicent  regiurd 
re  pose  of  the  people  who  were  worn  out  with  ooutiuufl 
fering.  In  consequence,  Edmund,  overcome  hy  the  g 
cl  iiiMJiii,  made  peace,  and  entered  into  treaty  With  O 
retaiiiiiii^  West  Saxony  himj^ell  and  •rivinir  Mercia  1 
otlnr.  Ih'  liiud  soon  aftin*  on  the  festival  oi'  St.  Ant 
tliuuLiii  by  what  mischance  is  not  known,  and  was  bur: 
Glastonbury  near  his  grandfather  Edgar,  l^'ome  'as: 
Kdrie,  as  having,  through  regard  for  Canute,  compassi 
death  by  means  of  his  servants:  reporting  that  there 
two  attendants  on  the  king  to  whom  he  had  committf 
entire  care  uf  liis  pcj  son,  an^l,  that  Kdrie  seducing  tin 
promises,  at  lenizth  made  them  his  aecoinjdices,  tluni 
tirat  they  were  struck  with  horror  at  the  enormity  < 
crime;  and  that,  at  lus  suggestion,  they  drove  an  iron 
into  his  posteriors,  as  he  was  sitting  down  for  a  nco 

*  Ilcniy  Huntingdon  myji  they  actuallv  engaged,  and  that  C^nui 
ing  luniHcIf  likely  to  be  woistcd,  proposed  the  divibioa.— H.  Hunt.  1 
t  "  Florence  of  Worctatcr  and  the  Saxon  Chronicle  place  his  d< 
tlio  noth  oi  November^  Floreiuis  liuu  c  ver,  adds  tho  you 

mdietion,  ^bii^  coimpoada  with  A.D.  lU17.''---iURDY, 

Q  2 


196  WILLIAM  OF  MALMGSBURT.  tB>ii-&1L 

•  ■  •  - '  • 

purpose.  Edwin,  his  brother  on  the  mother's  side,  a  youth 
of  amiable  disposition,  was  driven  from  England  by  Kdric, 
at  tiic  command  of  Canute,  and  suffering  extremely  for  a 
considerable  timep  ^^both  by  8ea  and  land,**  his  body,  n.s  is 
oflcn  the  cose,  became  affected  by  the  anxiety  of  his  mind,> 
and  lie  died  in  Enghind,- where  he*  lay' concealed  after  a 
dnnclc.<4(ino  return,  and  lies  buried  at  Tavistock*  His  sons, 
Edwy  and  Edward,  were  sent  to  the  king  of  Sweden  to  be 
put  to  deutli ;  but  being  preserved  by  his  nierey,  they  went 
to  the  king  of  Hunf^iiry,  wliere,  after  being  kindly  treated 
for  a  time,  the  elder  died;  and  the  younger  married  Agatha, 
the  sister  of  the  queen.  His  brothers  by  Emma,  Alfred  and 
Edwai*d^  lay  securely  concealed  in  Normandy  for  the  whole 
time  that  Cimute  lived. 

I  find  thaf  tlieir  uncle  Richard  took  no  steps  to  restore 
them  to  their  country:  on  the  contrary,  he  miirried  his  sister 
Emma  to  the Cncmy  and  invader;  and  it  may  be  difheult  to" 

♦  say,  whether  to  the  greater  igqominy  of  him  who  bestowed 
her,  or  of  the  woman  who  consented  to  share  the  nuptial 
couch  of  that  man  who  had  so  cruelly  molested  her  husband, 
<uid  had  driven  her  children  into  exile.  Ilobert,  however, 
whom  wc  have  so  frequently  before  mentioned  as  having 
gone  to  Jerusalem,  assembling  a  fleet  and  embarking  sol- 
diers, made  ready  an  expedition,  boasting  that  he  wouh! 
Bct  the  crown  on  the  heads  of  his  grand*nep]icws ;  aiul 
doubtlessly  he  would  have  made  good  bis  asserttoni  had 
not»  as  we  have  heard  from  our  ancestors^  an  adverse  wind 
constantly  opposed  him :  but  assuredly  this  was  by  the  hid- 
den  counsel  of  God,  in  whose  disposal  are  the  powers  of  all 
kinjrdoms.  Tho  remains  of  the  vessels,  decayed  througii 
lengtli  of  time^  were  still  to  be  seen  at  liuucu  in  our  days. 

CHAP.  XI. 

O/king  Canute.   [a.d.  1017— 103K] 

Canute  began  to  reign  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1017,  and^ 
reigned  twenty  years.    Though  he  obtained  tlie  sovereignty 
unjustly,  yet  he  conducted  himself  with  great  affability  and 
firmness.    At  his  entrance  on  the  govcrrnnent,  dividing  the  . 
kingdom  into  four  parts,  himself  took  the  West  SaxonS|  likirio 
the  Merciansp  Thurkili  the  East  Angles^  and  Eric  the  North- ' 
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uwbrians.  His  first  care  was  to  punish  tiic  murderers  oiT 
Ivimuiui,  who  )iad»  undor  expectation  of  great  recompcnce, 
ackuowledged  the  wliole  circunistuneea  :  he  concealed  them 
fur  a  timC|  and  then  brought  them  forward  in  a  large  aasem* 
bly  of  the  ])eople|  where  they  confessed  the  mode  of  their 
iituick  u|)on  him,  and  were  immediately  onlcml  to  execution.. 
The  saJiic  }eur,  Edii(»,  whom  wui^U  die  ^vanUiig  to  btigiuu- 
tizc  ah  he  d<'S('rved,  l)ri!iL,%  hy  the  kiii<;\s  eoiiiiiKUid,  entrapped 
in  the  same  snare  which  he  iiad  su  ii xquenily  hud  for  others, 
breuthed  out  his  abominable  spirit  to  lielh  For  a  quarrel 
arising,  while  they  were  angrily  discoursing^  Edrici  relying 
on  the  credit  of  Ids  serviceSi  and  amicably,  as  it  were,  re* 
proiichin^  the  king,  said,  "I  first  deserted  Edmund  for  your 
suke,  and  al'ierwarils  even  d(  ,-^patehcd  liim  in  consequence  of 
luy  engagements  to  }uu.'*  At  this  ex [iic^.^'u^ii  the  counte- 
nance of  Canute  changed  with  indignatiuii,  and  he  instantly 
pronounced  t hi ^4  sentence :  **  Tliou  bhult  die,"  said  he,  "and 
justly  ;  since  tliou  tu't  guilty  of  treason  both  to  tiod  and  mc^ 
by  having  killed  thy  own  sovereign,  and  my  sworn  brother; 
rhy  blood  be  uj>on  tliy  head,  beeause  thy  mouth  hath  spoken 
ni'aiiist  thee,  and  thou  hast  Viiud  thy  liaiul  against  the  Lords 
uiiuiiited:"  and  iiumcdiately,  tiiat  no  tiiniult  might  be  excited, 
tlie  traitor  was  strangled  in  the  ehajnber  wiiere  ihey  sat,  and 
thrown  out  of  the  window  intotlie  river  Thames  :  thus  meet- 
ing the  just  reward  of  his  perfidy.  In  process  pf  time,  as 
opportunities  occurred,  Tliurkill  und  Krie  were  driven  out  of 
the  kingdom,  and  songlit  their  native  hind.  The  first,  who 
had  been  the  instigator  ui'  the  iiiur<h'r  oi*  St.  iClphege,  waS 
killed  by  the  eliiet's  tlx*  nioinrnt  be  toui  lied  (he  Danish  shore.* 
4  When  idl  England,  by  these  means,  became  subject  to  Canute 
alone,  he  began  to  conciliate  the  Angh-s  with  unceasing  dili- 
gence ;  allowing  them  equal  rights  with  the  Danes,  in  their 
assemblies,  councils,  and  armies :  on  which  account,  as  I 
have  before  observed,  he  sent  for  the  wife  of  the  late  king  out 
of  Nornnindy,  that,  w  hilc  they  were  paying  obedience  to  their 
aceustonu  d  sovcn  i  ju,  tliey  should  the  less  rr])ine  at  the  do- 
nnnion  of  the  Danes.  Another  design  he  liad  in  view  bv 
this,  was,  to  acquire  favour  with  liiciuird  ;  who  would  tliiuk 

•  Tlic  Danifeh  i'liicU  wire  appreluMislvc  that  he  wouhl  excite  coniino- 
tiuiii  iii  their  country  ;  in  ( oui>ciiuc'ncc  of  whicli  lie  \vui»  ultimately  ilc- 
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little  of  his  nephews,  so  long  as  he  supposed  he  might  have 
others  by  Canute.  He  repaired,  throaghout  Engload,  the 
nonasteriesy  which  had  bc^  partly  injured^  and  partly  de-^ 
stroyed  by  the  miUtary  incursions  of  himself  or  of  lib  father; 
be  built  chuFches  in  all  the  places  where  he  had  fought,  und 
more  particularly  at  Assingdon,  and  appointed  niinistt'i  i  to 
them,  wiio,  through  the  succeeding  revolutions  of  Ji;^es,  might 
pray  to  God  for  tlie  souls  of  the  persons  there  shiiu.  At  tlie 
consecration  of  this  edifice,  himself  was  prescat,  and  the 
£iiglish  and  Danish  nobility  mode  their  oflerini^s :  il  is.now, 
according  to  report,  an  ordinary  church,  under  the  cure  of  a 
parish  priest  Over  the  body  of  the  most  holy  Edmund, 
whom  the  Danes  of  former  times  had  killefl,  lie  built  a  church 
with  princely  mngnificcnce,  up[x>inted  to  it  an  ubbut,  and 
monks:  and  conferred  on  it  niuuy  large  estates.  The  great- 
ness of  his  donation,  yet  entire,  stands  proudly  eminent  at  the 
present  day  ;  for  that  place  surpasses  almost  all  the  monas- 
teries of  Englaiidi  He  took  up,  with  his  own  hands,  the 
body  of  St*  KlphegOi  which  had  been  buried  at  St.  Paul's  in 
London,  and  sending  it  to  Canterbury,  honoured  it  with  due 
rej^ard.  Thus  anxious  to  atone  for  the  olh  iices  of  iiiiii:5L'lf  or 
oi'  ills  predee(is3ors,  pc  rha[)3  he  wiped  away  tlie  foul  stain  of 
his  former  enmes  with  God  :  certainly  ho  did  so  \vitli  man. 
At  Winchester,  he  displayed  all  the  magnilicenee  of  his  liber- 
ility  :  here  he  gave  so  largely,  that  the  quantity  of  pncious 
metals  astonished  the  minds  of  stnuigers ;  and  the  glittering 
of  jewels  dazzled  the  eyes  of  the  beholders :  this  was  at 
Emma's  suggestion,  wlio  with  pious  prodigality  exhausted 
his  treasures  in  works  of  this  kind,  while  he  was  meditating 
fierce  attacks  on  foreign  lands.  For  his  valour,  incapable  of 
rest,  and  not  contented  with  Denmark,  which  he  Ik  Id  froia 
his  father,  and  England,  which  he  possessed  by  right  of  war, 
transferred  iU  rage  against  the  Swedes.  These  }>eople  are 
contiguous  to  the  Dunes,  and  had  excited  the  displeasure  of 
Canute  by  their  ceaseless  hostility.  At  first  he  fell  into  an 
umbusfi,  and  lost  nmny  of  his  people,  but  afterwiu'ds  recruit- 
ing his  strength,  he  routed  his  opponents,  and  brought  the 
kings  of  that  nation,  Uif  und  Eglaf,  to  terms  of  ixnice.  The 
Knglisb,  at  the  instance  of  earl  Godwin,  behaved  nolly  in 
this  conflict.  He  exhorted  them,  not  to  forget  their  ancient 
fame,  but  clearly  to  display  their  valour  to  their  new  lord : 
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tpllin<]^  them,  that  it  must  be  imputed  to  foitunei  tliat  they 

ha<l  tbrmerly  been  conquered  by  him^  but  it  would  be  as- 
cribi  'l  to  their  couraj^e,  if  they  overcame  those  who  had  over- 
couw  him.  In  consequence,  the  English  put  forth  all  their 
strongtli,  and  gaining  the  victory,  obtained  an  earldom  for 
their  eommandcFi  and  honour  for  themselves.  Thence,  on 
ri^turn  home,  ho  entirely  Bubdued  the  kingdom  of  Nor* 
wuy»  putting  Olave,  its  king,  to  flight ;  who^  the  year  fol- 
low in;^,  returning  with  a  small  party  into  his  kingdom,  to 
try  t!i(' incliinitions  of  the  inliabitantt^,  found  them  faitldess, 
uiid  was  shiin  with  Ins  adherents. 

In  tlie  fifteenth  year  of  his  reign,  Canute  went  to  Rome, 
and  after  remaining  there  some  time,  and  atoning  for  Iiia 
ci'i raits  by  giving  alms  to  the  several  cburclle!^  he  sailed  back 
tu  1  ji,:;l;m(L*  Soon  after,  with  little  difllleulty,  he  subdued 
Scot  land,  then  in  a  state  of  rebellion,  and  Malcolm  her  king, . 
\>\  1'  ading  an  army  thither.  I  tru.st  it  will  not  appear  nse- 
Ir--^,  if  I  subjoin  the  epistle,  which  lie  transmitted  to  the 
I  jiilish,  on  his  dqiurtin  e  iVoni  Rome,  by  the  hands  of  Living, 
ahhat  of  Tavistock,  and  afterwards  bishop  of  Crediton,  to  ex- 
etii{)Ufy  his  reformation  of  life,  and  his  princely  niagnificence. 

Canute^  kiiuj  of  all  Englmid^  Denmark^  ^orwat/,  attd 
part  of  the  SwefieSf  to  Ethehwtk^  metropoUtaUy  and  JUffric 
ardiJnshop  of  Vorky  and  to  (til  hlshopSy  nohleSy  and  to  the 
n  /in/r  nttlion  of  tJte  Knf/lish  Idyh  and  low^  health,  I  notify 
t(i  yon,  that  1  have  lately  been  to  Rome,  to  pray  for  tlie  foi*- 
{jivi  niiss  of  my  sins  ;  for  the  safety  of  my  dominions,  and  of 
the  people  under  my  govcrnmcat«  I  had  long  since  vowed 
Midi  a  journey  to  God,  but,  hitherto  hindered  by  the  affairs 
ol'  my  kingdom,  and  other  causes  preventing,  I  was  unable  to 
5HN  oiii|»lish  it  sooner.  I  now  return  thanks  most  humbly  to 
iuy  Ahniglity  (Jod,  for  suHering  me,  in  my  lifetime,  to  a[>- 
proa  h  the  holy  apostles  p4iter  and  Paul,  and  all  the  holy 
.saint.H  within  and  without  the  city  uf  Rome,  wherever  I  could 
discover  them,  and  then?,  present,  to  worship  and  adore  ac- 
coj  iling  to  my  desire.  I  have  been  the  inure  diligent  in  the 
jieribnnance  of  this,  ,  because  I  have  learned  from  the  wise^ 
lluU  St*  l*etor,  the  apostle,  has  ntceived  from  God,  grcftt 
power  in  binding  and  in  loosing  :  that  he  carries  tlie  k<'y  of 
Uie  kingdom  of  lieavcn  ;  and  consequently*  I  have  juilgcJ 

*  i  iu  rciurneil  by  the  way  of  Dcniiiuri;«   I'ldrence  of  VVorci«tcr. 
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it  matter  of  special  importiifiee  to  seek  his  influence  with 
Goi    Be  it  known  to  you,  that  at  the  Bolemnity  of  Kaster, 
a  great  assembly  of  nobles  was  present  with  popo  John* 
and  the  emperor  Conrad,  that  is  to  say,  all  the  primea 
of  the  nations  from  mount  Garganus*  to  the  nci»^hbour* 
ing  sea.     All  these  received  me  with  honour,  and  pre- 
sented me  with  magnificent  gifts.  .But  more  especially  was 
I  honoured  by  the  emperor,  with  various  gifts  and  oilcrings,  in 
gold  and  silver  vessels,  and  palls  and  costly,  garments.  More^ 
over,  I  spoke  with  the  emperor  himself,  and  the  sovereign 
pope  and  the  nobles  who  were  there,  concernin;^  th(i  wi»its°of 
■all. my  people,  English  as  well  as  Danes  ;  observing*  that 
there  ought  to  be  granted  to  them  more  equitable  regulations, 
and  greater  security  on  their  passage  to  iiome  ;  that  they 
should  not  be  impeded  by  so  many  barricrsf  on  the  road,  nor 
harassed  with  unjust  exactions.    The  emperor  assented  to 
my  request,  as  did  Kodolph  the  king,  who  has  the  chief 
dominion  over  those  barriers  ;  and  all  the  princes  coniirmed 
by  an  edict,  that  my  subjects,  traders,  as  well  as  those  who 
went  on  a  religious  account,  .should  peaceably  go  and  return 
irom  Rome,  without  any  molestation  from  warders  of  bar- 
riers, or  tax-gatherers.    Again  I  complained  before  the  pope^ 
and  cxpressetl  my  high  displeasure,  that  my  archbishops  were 
oppressed  by  the  immense  sum  of  money  which  is  demanded 
from  them  when  seeking,  according  to  custom,  the  ai)ostolical 
'^idence  to  receive  the  pall :  and  it  was  determined  that  it 
should  be  so  no  longer.    Moreover,  all  thin^r^  whicli  Ire-, 
quested  for  the  advantage  of  my  kingdom,  from  the  sovereign 
pope,  and  the  emperor,  and  king  llodolph,  and  the  oth'er 
princes,  through  wliose  territories  our  road  to  Itome  is 
situated,  they  have  freely  granted,  and  confirmed  by  oatli, 
under  the  attestation  of  four  archbishops,  and  twenty  bishoi)3, 
and  an  innumerable  multitude  of  dukes  and  nol>les  who 
were  present.    Wherefore  I  give  most  liearty  thaidcs  to  God 
Almighty,  for  having  successfully  completed  all  that  I  had 
wislied,  in  the  manT)er  I  luul  designed,  and  fully  satisfied  my 
intentions.    Be  it  known  then,  that  since  I  have  vowed  to 
Uod  liimself,  henceforward  to  reform  my  life  in  all  things, 

•  St  Angelo  in  Calahrin. 

t  The  Bcvenil  princes,  throutih  whose  territorit  s  their  pussiuu'  lav  exacted 
Jsige  sums  for  pemnttiioii  to  pixas ;  oppareatl/  in  the  dehlca  of  the  Alpd. 
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and  justly,  md  piouiily  to  govern  the  Icin^^doms  and  the  . 

subject  to  me,  and  to  maintain  equal  justice  in  all 
t!iliiir-i  ;  iirid  havo  determined,  through  God's  assistance,  to 
nrtilV  any  thin<^  hitherto  unjustly  done,  either  through  the 
Iiiti  ifi]M  r:inco  oi'  my  youth,  or  through  negligence  ;  therefore 
I  cull  to  witness,  and  command  my  counseUora,  to  whom  I 
liavi-  entrusted  the  counsels  of  the  kingdom,  that  they  by  no 
m<  aim.  either  through  fearof  myself,  or  favourto  any  power- 
t\il  pri-nri,  suffiir,  henceforth,* 'any  injustice,  or  cause  sucli,  to 
lie  <!.nir  in  all  my  kingdom.  Moreover,  I  command  all 
^'lt'^it^  ,  or  j^overnors  throu'^hout  my  whole  kinj^dom,  as  they 
ti  juli  r  my  atleetion,  or  their  own  safety,  not  to  commit  in- 
iu  111  towards  any  man,  rich  or  poor,  but  to  allow  nil,  noble 
uik)  iiriiolde,  alike  to  enjoy  impartial  law,  from  which  they 
:ir«'  nrvcr  to  deviate,  either  on  accoimt  of  royal  favour,  the* 
[M  r-/>ii  any  powerful  man,  or  for  the  sake  of  amassing 
iiK'iit  y  1  Ml  iiiysrll";  ior  I  have  no  need  to  accumulate  money  • 
!.y  uiijii-t  t»xactiorh  Be  it  knuwii  to  you  therefore,  that  re- 
t  imiiiu'  l>y  the  same  way  that  I  went,  I  am  now  going  to 
i) mil  u  k,  through  the  advice  of  all  the  Danes,  to  makc]M  ace 
iitid  linn  treaty  with  those  nations,  who  were  desirous,  had  it 
liecn  possible,  to  deprive  me  both  of  life  and  of  sovereignty: 
this,  Imwi'ver,  they  were  not  able  to  perform,  God,  wlio  hy 
lii^  kinihicss  preserves  me  in  my  kingdom  aiul  in  my  hoiituir, 
■111  !  «t<  tioys  the  power  of  all  my  adversaries,  brinLnni;  tlicir 
>tr':iL'{li  to  nought.  JMoreover,  when  I  have  established 
|H'at'i'  w  ith  the  surrounding  nations,  and  put  all  our  sove- 
i<  :.:!ity  luTO  in  the  Kast  in  tranquil  order,  so  that  there 
:4hull  no  fear  of  war  or  enmity  on  any  side,  I  intend 
( (imin;;  to  Kngland,  as  early  in  thi  summer  as  I  shall  be  able 
tu  *!vx  my  ileet  prepared.  1  have  sent  this  epistle  before  me, 
ui  (iiihr  tliut  my  people  may  rejoice  at  my  prosperity;  he- 
«  :iu<r,  a.  yourselves  know,  I  have  never  spared,  nor  will  I 
•^pai  r,  ( i  I  her  myself  or  my  pains  for  the  needful  service  of 
my  whole  people.  I  now  therefore  adjure  all  my  bishops, 
Hiul  govi  rnors,  throughout  my  kingdom,  by  the  fidelity  tliey 
ow(i  to  (tod  and  me,  to  take  care  that,  before  I  come  to  Eng- 
land, all  dues  owing  by  ancient  custom  be  discharged  :  that 
is  to  say,  plough-alms,*  the  tenth  of  animab  born  in  tUo 

*  A  penny  for  every  plough,  that  i%  for  as  much  land  as  a  plough  could 
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current  year,f  and  the  pence  owing  to  Rome  for  St.  Peter, 
whether  from  cities  or  villages:  and  intlio  middle  of  August, 
the  tenth  of  the  produce  of  the  earth :  and  on  the  festival  of 
St  Martin^  the  fir»t  fruits  of  seechay  fo  the  church  of  the 
parish  where  each  one  resideSi  wliich  is  called  in  EngUsh 
* Circscct.'f    If  these  and  hucU  like  things  are  not  paid  k-  • 
fore  I  come  to  England,  all  who  shall  have  offendctl  will  | 
incur  tlie  penalty  ul*  a  royal  mulct,:}:  to  be  exacted  without 
remission,  according  to  law."    Nor  was  this  declaration  with- 
out eflTcet ;  for  he  commanded  all  tlie  laws  which  liad  beeo 
enacted  by  ancient  kings,  and  chieily  by  his  predecessor 
Ethelred,  to  be  observed  for  ever)  under  the  penalty  of  a 
royal  mulct :  in  the  observance  of  which, §  tlie  custom  even  j 
at  the  preiscnt  day,  in  the  time  of  good  kings,  is  to  swear  b)'  ! 
the  name  of  king  Edward,  not  that  he  indeed  appoiuted|  but  | 
tliat  he  observed  them. 

At  that  time  tliere  were  in  England  very  great  nnfl  learned 
men,  the  princi[)al  of  whom  was  Kthelnoth,  archbishop  af\er 
•Living.  He  was  apyjointed  primate  from  being  dean, ||  and 
performed  many  works  truly  worthy  to  bo  recorded  ;  en- 
couraging even  the  king  himself  in  his  good  actions  by  the 
authority  of  1  lis  sanctity,  and  restraining:  him  in  his  excesses: 
he  first  exalted  the  arcldepiscopal  cat! ledral  by  the  presence 
of  the  body  of  St,  Eljdiege,  and  afterwards  personally  at 
liome,  restored  it  to  its  pristine  dignity.^  licturning  home, 
lie  transmitted  to  Coventry  the  arm  of  St.  Augustine^^  the 
tesieher,  whteli  he  Imd  purchased  at  Pavia,  for  an  Imndrcd 
talents  of  silver,  and  a  talent  of  *rold.  ^loreover,  Canute 
took  a  journey  to  the  church  of  Glastonbury,  that  lie  might 
visit  the  remains  of  his  brother  Edmund,  as  he  used  to  call 

till, to  be  dutributed  to  the  poor:  it  was  pa>'ab1e  in  fifteen  daysfroni 
Easter.  ♦  Payable  at  Whitsiuititle. 

t  A  certain  quantity  of  €om.   Though  ituUo  implies,  occasioiuiUy,  other 
kinds  of  offerings. 

t  A  ftirfeiturc  to  tlic  king,  hut  varying  accorduig  to  the  nature  of  the 

ofTcnee. 

i  This  seems  to  be  the  meaninpf :  he  has  })robahly  in  view  the  practice 
of  the  early  princes  of  the  Moriuaii  line,  wlio  swore  to  observe  tiie  luwa  of 
king  iCUwurd.  |l  Dean  of  Cauterbuiy. 

^  Ti.13  appears  merely  intemleil  to  exjiress  that  be  recc  ived  the  pall 
from  the  ])upe.   The  two  trnn^nctions  are  inverted;  he  vent  to  Bome 
A.II.  !02l,  aiul  tmnslatcd  Klpbe^c*s  liody  a.d.  lU*i3, 
Augudtine,  biiil)op  of  llj|ipo« 
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him ;  and  pm;^^  over  his .  tcnV  lie  presented  ii  pwl 
wov6ii»  as  it  appeared,  wi<h  partjr«eoIottred  fifpaoM  i 
cocks.   Near  the  king  atood  the  before^mnmd  XStb 

%vh()  was  the  Bcventh  monk  of  Glastonbury  that  hud 
nivlii)i-hop  of  Cauu  rbury  :  iirst  BertliwaUl  :  second  i 
lirst  bi.>^ho}»  of  VVeli.s  :  thinl  his  nephew  Duii^itan  : 
Ktlielp^ar,  i\v>t  nbbat  of  the  New-minster  at  Wine 
and  then  bishop  of  Ciiichester  :*  fifth  Sirici  who,  wi 
was  made  archbiBhop,  i^vc  to  this  his  niirsing'^mothe 
])allH,  with  which,  «  pen  liia  anniversary,  the  whole 
I  hun'h  is  omameiiied :  sixth  Elphej^e,  who  from  p 
(ilastonlmry  was,  lirst,  machi  abbiit  of  Jlath,  and  then 
oi"  \\  inclicster  :  ijrvcnth  ICtliehioth,  who  upon  sliov 
the  kiMLT  the  inimunitieH  uf  preth^eessors,  asked,  and  o 
from  tli(^  kinrr*s  own  hand  a  coniirination  of  them,  whi 
to  the  following  etiect. 

"The  Lord  rcij^ning  for  evcnnorei  who  dispos 
governs  all  things  by  his  unspimkahle  power,  who  v 
fully  (h'tennliU'S  the  rhan^fcs  of  times  and  of  iikmi,  am 
hiiii^^s  ihi'iu  to  an  uncei  taiii  <'n4l,  aecijrdin^  to  hi.s  ph 
mul  who  from  the  secret  mysteries  of  nature  me 
teaches  US,  how  la<tin|r,  instr-ul  of  ilecting  and  trui 
kinj^donis  are  to  \nt  obtained  1»  the  assistance  of  God: 
fore  1  Canute  king  of  Knglund,  and  governor  and  ] 
the  adjacent  nations,  by  the  counsel  and  decree  of  ou 
bishop  Kthelnoth,  and  of  all  the  pricfstH  of  Ood,  and 
advice  oi'  our  Molality,  do,  for  the  h)ve  ol'  heaven,  ; 
|)ar(h>n  of  iny  .*^iii>,  and  the  reniis-ion  of  tlie  transgre« 
my  brother,  kin*^  Ivhuurui,  *rrant  to  the  ehnreh  of  t, 
niotlier  of  God,  Mary,  at  Glastonbnry,  its  rights  and  ( 
througiiout  my  kingdom,  an'd  all  forfeitnres  througl 
possessions,  and  that  its  hinds  shall  be  free  from  al 
and  vexation  as  my  own  are.  Moreover,  I  inhibi 
especially,  ]>y  the  authority  of  thc^  Almitrhty  Fatlie 
and  Ihjly  Spirit,  aial  the  curse  of  tiie  eternal  Virgin, 
cuiiuiiaud  it  to  be;  observed  by  the  jud;:ef^  and  prin 
iny  kirigdom  as  they  tender  their  safety,  cveiy  per 
;  they,  of  what  order  or  dignity  they  may,  fi*om  enter 


*  He  was  bishap  of  Selscy,  which  Bee  vns  Afterwaidi  rei 

Chicheatcr. 
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any  account,  that  island  ;*  but  all  causes,  ecclesiastieni  as 
well  as  secular,  shall  await  the  solo  judgment  of  tlie  abbat 
and  convent,  in  like  manner  as  my  predecessors  have  ratified 
and  confirmed  by  charters  ;  that  is  to  say,  Kentwin,  In^ 
Cttthred,  Alfred,  £dward,  Kthelred,  Alhebtan,  the  incttt 
glorious  Edmund,  apd  tlie  equally  glorious  Edgan  And 
shoald  any  one  hereafter  endeavour,  on  any  occasion,  to 
break  in  upon,  or  make  void  the  unactincnt  of  this  grant,  let 
him  be  driven  from.tlie  communion  of  the  righteous  by  the 
fan  of  the  last  judgment ;  but  should  any  person  endeavour 
diligently,  with  benevolent  intention,  to  perform. these  things^ 
to  approve,  and  defend  them,  may  God  increase  his  portion 
in  tlie  land  of  the  livinp;,  through  the  intercession  of  tlie  most 
holy  mother  of  God,  Mary,  and  the  rest  of  the  saints.  The 
grant  of  this  immunity  was  written  and  published  in  the 
Wooden  Church,  in  the  presence  of  king  Canute,  in  the  year 
of  our  Lord  1032,  the  second  indietion.** 

By  the  advice  of  tlie  said  archbishop  also,  the  king,  8cnd* 
log  money  to  foreign  churches,  very  much  enriched  Chartres^ 
where  at  that  time  flourished  bisiiop  Fulbert,  most  renowned 
for  sanctity  and  learning.  Who^  among  other  demonstrations 
of  his  diligence,  very  magnificently  completed  tlie  chureli  df 
our  lady  St.  Mary,  tlie  foundations  of  which  he  luul  hiid:  and 
which  moreover,  in  his  zeal  to  do  exevy  thing  he  eouhl  for  its 
honour,  he  rendered  ccdehrated  by  iiiuny  musical  modnlatioii:*, 
Tiie  man  who  Ima  heard  his  chants,  breathing  only  c:d;!stial 
▼ows,  is  best  able  to  conceive  the  love  he  manifested  in 
honour  of  the  Virgin.  Among  his  other  works,  a  volume  of 
epistles  is  extant  $  in  one  of  whieh,f  he  thanks  that  most 
magnilkcnt  king  Canute,  for  pouring  out  the  bowels  of  his 
generosity  in  donations  to  the  church  of  Chartre.s. 

In  the  fifteenth  year  of  Canute's  reign,  Robert  king  of 
France,  of  whom  we  liave  before  briefly  spoken,  departed 
this  life  :  a  man  so  much  given  to  alms,  tliat  when,  on  festi- 
val days,  he  was  either  dressing,  or  putting  oil*  the  royal 
robes,  if  he  had  nothing  else  tit  hand,  he  would  give  even 

*  The  whole  countrv  round  Gliuttanbury  is  flat  and  mar»hy,  bearing  evi> 
dent  markR  of  having  fonnerly  been  covered  by  water* 

t  «<Seo  the  leUer  of  Fulbert  to  king  Canute  (an.  1020  aut  10'2h) 
No.  xUv.,  p.  466,  torn,  x.  Hoc.  des  Hist  de  la  France.  Fulbert!  CarnoU 
£pitc.  Op.  Yar.  8vo.  par.  KiOtt.  BpuL  xevii.  p.  92."— Hardy. 
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th^  to  the  poor,  if  his  stteadaats  did  not  purpose' 
I  gway  the  needy  who  were  importuning  him.  He  1 
'  sons  Odo^  and  Henry  :  the  elder,. Odo^^  was  ditU :  ti 
.  crafty  and  impotuons*   Each  parent  had  seyeraBy 

thrir  iifVc^ctions  on  tlicir  children  :  the  father  loved  tl 
'  born,  eftcn  hayiiig  tlmt  he  should  sucircd  luin  :  tlie 
rcgunU'd  the  younger,  to  whom  the  sovereij2;nty  wa 
due,  if  not  for  his  agey'yet  certainly  for  his  ability*, 
pcned,  as  women  are  pcrssevering  in  their  designfl|  \ 
I  did  not  eea.se  until,  by  means  of  presents,  and  kii^ge  pi 
Bhc  had  gotten  to  her  side  all  the  chief  nobility  who  i 
jc'ct  to  the  power  of  France.  In  consequcnee,  Henry, 
thmuijh  the  assHLsUiuce  of  luihri  i  ihe  NoniuuK  was  i 
CIV  his  lather  had  well  breathed  his  hist.  I^Iindful 
kindness,  when,  as  I  before  related,  Robert  went  to 
1cm,  Henry  most  strenuously  espoused  the  cause  of  li 
his  !«on,  then  a  youth,  against  those  \vho  attempted  t 
oiT  his  yoke.  In  the  meantime  Canute,  finishing  his 
career,  died  at  Shaftesbury,  and  was  buried  at  Wind 

CHAP.  XIL 

Of  king  Harold  and  IlardecanutCi   [a.ii.  1030—1042. 

In  tlic  y<':ir  of  our  Lord's  incarnation  1():!(>,|  Uaiu' 
lame  J  reported  to  be  the  sou  of  Canute,  by  tlic  dau 
carl  Klfehn,  succeeded,  and  reigned  four  years  and  i 
months.  He  was  elected  by  the  Danes  and  the  eil 
London,  who,  from  long  intereourse  with  these  bai 
had  almost  entirely  adopted  their  eustoms.  The' 

*  resisted  for  a  long  time,  rather  wishing  to  have  on 
^      sons  of  Kthch'ed,  who  were  then  in  ^NoriMaiiUy,  oi'  e 

*  dccanutCy  the  sua  of  Canute  by  l^uuna»  at  that  time 

'  •  Thougli  BevcTiil  I'rcncli  clironicica  give  nearly  the  siime  \ 

I  .      0(iy  hcinj;  the  eUIcr  hroLlicr,  the  kanied  editui:i  of  tlie  Uccucil 
:\  •  ■  riens  dc  France  insist  tlmt  the  assertion  is  false, 
^        f  ^  AfU'r  the  death  of  Canute,  the  kingdom  was  at  first  dh 
)|      northern  part  foil  to  the  nharo  of  Harold,  and  llnrdecanuto  ob 
loutliern  divistom   In  thu  yciir  1037,  Harold  was  choacn  to  teiii 
EnKlumI,  (!•  lor.  Wi-om.)"— llARDy. 
t  'I'^iiii  he  notice!^  beeause  there  was  a  suspicion  that  she  ha 
I      t})L  c  hildroa  oC  a  pricat  and  of  a  cobbler  on  Canute  as  her  owb. 
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mark,  for  tlieir  king.   The  greateat  stickler  for  justice,  at  1 
this  junetorep  was  etirl  Godwin ;  who  professing  himself  (he 
defender     .the  fatherless^  and  having  queen  Emma  and  the 

royal  treasures  in  his  custody,  for  some  time  restrained  hb 
opponents  by  the  power  of  his  name ;  but  at  last,  ()\'t'rcorae 
by  numbers  and  by  violence,  he  was  obli«^ed  to  give  way 
Harold,  secure  in  his  sovereignty,  drove  his  mother-in-hw  1 
into  exile.   Not  thinking  she  should  be  safe  in  Normandy,  \ 
where,  her  brother  and  nephews  being  dead,  disgust  at  the  \ 
rule  of  a  deserted  orphan  created  great  disordei*a,  she  pitsj^td  ^ 
over  into  Flanders,  to  earl  Baldwin,  a  man  of  tried  integ-  \ 
rity;  who  afterwards,  when  king  Henry  died  leaving  a 
young  son,  Philip^  for  some  years  nobly  governed  the  king- 
dom of  Fmnee,  and  faithfully  restored  it  to  him,  for  he  had 
married  liis  aunt,  when  lie  eame  of  age.    Emma  passed 
three  years  securely  under  the  protection  of  this  man,  at 
the  expiration  of  which,  Harold  dying  at  Oxford,  in  the 
inonth  of  April,*  was  buried  at  Westminster.    The  Danes 
and  the  English  then  uniting  in  one  common  sentiment  of 
sending  for  llardeeanute^  he  came,  by  way  of  Normandy, 
into  England  in  the  month  of  August.   For  Ethelrcd's  sons 
were  held  in  contempt  nearly  by  all,  more  from  the  recollec'* 
tion  of  their  fathcr*s  indolence,  than  the  power  of  the  Danes. 
Hardecanute,  reigning  two  years  except  ten  days,  lost  liis 
life  amid  his  cups  at  Lambeth  nigh  London,  and  was  buried  * 
near  his  father  at  Winchester:  a  young  mai^  who  evinced 
great  aflection  towards  his  brother  and  sister.    For  his  bro* 
ther,  Edward,  wearied  with  continual  wandering,  revisiting 
his  native  land  iti  the  hope  of  fraternal  kindness,  was  re» 
ccived  by  him  with  open  arms,  and  entertained  most  affec- 
tionately.   He  was  rash,  however,  in  other  respects,  and  at 
tlie  instigation  of  Elfrie,  archbishop  of  York,  and  of  otliers 
whom  I  am  loath  to  name,  he  ordered  the  dead  body  of 
Ilarold  to  be  dug  up,  the  head  to  be  cut  off,  and  thrown 
into  the  Thames,  a  pitiable  spectacle  to  men !  but  it  was 
dragged  up  again  in  a  fisherman's  net,  utid  buried  in  the 
cemetery  of  the  Danes  at  London.    He  imposed  a  rigid,  and 
intolerable  tribute  upon  England,  in  order  that  he.  might ^ 
pajr,  according  to  his  promise,  twenty  marks  to  the  soldicr:» 

*  The  Saxon  .Chronicle  sajs  March  17:  it  also  mokes  Uardccanuto 
airive  on  tho  18tb  of  June. 
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of  eaeh  of  his  Tesaela.   While  this  was  harshly  levied 

^throughout  the  kingdom,  two  of  the  collectors,  discharging 
their  olRce  rather  too  rigorously,  were  killed  by  the  citizens 
of  Worcester  ;  upon  wiiich,  burning  and  depopulating  the 
city  by  means  of  iiis  coounanders,  and  plundering  the  pro* 
perty  of  the  citizens,  lie  cast  a  blemish  on  his  fame  and 
dUninli^hed  the  love  of  his  subjects.  But  here  I  will  not 
puss  over  in  silence,  what  tattlers  report  of  Alfred  the  first* 
horn  of  Ethelred.  Doubtful  what  to  do  between  Ilarold'.H 
death  and  the  arrival  of  Hardccanute,  lie  came  into  the 
kuigdom,  and  was  deprived  of  his  eyes  by  the  treachery  of 
his  countrymen,  and  chiefly  of  Godwin,  at  GiUingliam :  from 
thence  being  sent  to  the  monastery  of  Ely,  he  supported,  for. 
a  little  time,  a  wretched  subsistence  upon  homdy  food;  all 
his  companions,  with  the  exception  of  the  tenth,  being  be- 
headed :  for  by  lot  every  tenth  man  was  saved.*  I  have 
mentioned  tliese  circumstances,  because  such  is  the  report; 
but  as  the  Chronicles  are  silent,  1  do  not  assert  them  for 
fact.  For  this  reason,  Hardccanute,  enraged  against  Living, 
bishop  of  Crediton,  whom  public  opinion  pointed  out  us 
author  of  the  transaction,  expelled  him  from  his  see :  but| 
soothed  vnth  money,  he  restored  him  within  the  year. 
Looking  angrily  too  upou  Godwin,  he  obliged  him  to  clear 
himself  by  oath ;  but  he,  to  recover  his  favour  entirely, 
added  t6  Ids  jdighted  oath  a  present  of  the  most  rich  and 
beautiful  kind ;  it  was  a  ship  beaked  with  gold,  having 
eighty  soldiers  on  board,  who  had  two  bracelets  on  either, 
arm,  each  weighing  sixteen  ounces  of  gold ;  on  their  heads 

*  were  gilt  helmets ;  on  their  left  shoulder  they  carried  a  Dan- 
ish axe,  witli  an  iron  spear  in  their  right  hand ;  and,  not  to 
enumerate  everytliing,  they  were  equipped  with  such  arms, 
as  that  splendour  vying  with  terror,  might  conceal  tlie  steel 
beneath  the  gold.    But  farther,  as  1  had  begun  to  relate,  his 

^sister  Gunhilda,  the  daughter  of  Canute  by  Emma,  a  young  * 
woman  of  exquisite  beauty,  who  was  sighed  for,  but  not 
obtained,  by  many  lovers  in  her  father's  time,  was  by 
Hardccanute  given  in  marriage  to  Henry,  emperor  of  the 

•  The  printed  Saxou  Chronic  lu  lias  no  nuMitiou  of  tins  transaction,  but 
thefc  iiro  two  iiianuflcriptti  which  relate  it.  Tlie  story  appcon  trae  m  the 
uuun,  but  it  is  told  with  no  much  variety  of  tiints  place,  A  c,  thai  it  is  diffi- 
cult to  aacertaia  its  real  drcumstances.  See  MSS.  Cott.  Tib.  b.  I  and  if • 
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Germans.  The  splendour  of  the  nuptial  pageant  was  very 
striking,  and  is  even  in  our  times  frequently  niing  in  bulladi 
about  the  streets :  where  while  this  renowned  lady  was  being  ' 
conducted  to  the  ship,  all  the  nobility  of  England  were 
crowding  around  and  contributing  to  her  charges  whatever 
was  contained  in  the.  general  purse,  or  royal  treasury.  Vto- 
ceeding  in  tliis  manner  to  her  husband,  she  cherished  for  u 
long  time  the  conjugal  tie;  at  length  being  accusid  of  adul- 
tery, she  oppo:ied  in  single  combat  to  her  accuser,  a  niiui  of 
gigantic  size,  a  young  lad  of  her  brother's*  establishment, 
whom  she  had  brouglit  from  England)  while  her  other  at* 
tendants  I^eld  back  in  cowardly  apprehension.  Whcn»  there- 
ibrc^  they  engaged,  the  impeaclier,  through  the  mirai:ulous 
interposition  of  God,  was  worsted,  by  being  ham-strung. 
Gunliilda,  exulting  at  her  unexpected  success,  renouiiiced  the 
marriage  contract  with  her  husband ;  nor  could  she  be  in- 
duced either  by  tiircats  or  by  endearments  again  to  share  his 
bed :  but  taking  the  veil  of  a  nun,  .she  calmly  grew  old  io , 
the  service  of  God* 

This  emperor  possessed  many  and  great  virtues;  and 
nearly  surpassed  in  military  skill  all  hiii  predecessors:  su 
much  so,  that  he  subdued  the  Vindeliei  and  the  T.ijutici,f- 
and  the  other  nations  bordering  on  the  Sucvi,  ^vho  alone, 
even  to  tlie  present  day,  lust  after  pagiui  superstitions:  for 
tlic  Saracens  and  Turks  worship  God  tiic  Creator,  looking 
upon  Maliomet  not  as  God,  but  as  his  prophet.  But  the 
Vindeliei  worship  fortune,  and  putting  her  idol  in  the  most 
eminent  situation,  they  [dace  a  Iiorn  in  her  right  hand,  fdled 
with  tliat  beverage,  made  of  honey  and  water,  which  by  a 
Greek  term  we  call  "  liydronieh"  St.  Jerome  proves,  in  his 
eighteenth  book  on  Tsaiah,  tliat  the  Egyptians  and  ahiHj,4 
all  the  eastern  nations  do  the  siune.  Wherefcre  on  the  lust 
day  of  November,  sitting*  round  in  a  circle,  they  all  tu^tl 
it ;  and  if  they  find  the  horn  full,  they  applaud  with  loud 
.  clamours :  because  in  the  ensuing  year,  plenty  with  her 

•  It  seems  to  mean  a  pa^^e,  or  personal  atteudunt:  some  MSS.  read 
•*  alumnus  stumi;"  appiircntiy  tho  keeper  of  her  starling.  There  appi  ars 
to  hiive  been  a  sort  of  ri)manee  on  this  subject.  T!ie  youth  is  siiid  to 
have  been  a  dwarf,  and  therciforc  named  Mimicon  :  gigaTiUc  advereary- 
vas  Koddingar.  V.  Matt.  Weal,  and  Joli.  Uiompton. 
.  f  These  people  Inhabited  tiie  country  on  and  near  the  soathetn  coast  of 
Baltic. 
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'   brimminp^  liorn  will  fulfil  their  wisbes  in  eyerything :  but 

if  it  be  otherwise,  they  lainent.  Henry  made  these  nations 
in  such  wise  tributary  to  him,  that  upon  every  solerauity  on 
L  which  lie  wore  his  erowii,  four  of  tlieir  kinp^??  were  obliged 
[  to  carry,  a  cuuldron  in  whieh  ilesh  wiis  boiled,  upon  their 
f  shoulder^  to  tlie  kitchen,  by  means  of  levers^passed  through 
!  rings. 

f      Fre(|ucntly,  when  diHcngnged-from  the  tqrmoils  of  his 

empire,  Henry  gave  hiniseli*  nj)  to  good  fellow;ship  and 
I  merriment,  and  woii  replete  with  humour ;  tliis  may  be 
i  Hulhciently  proved  by  two  instances,  lie  was  so  extremely 
fond  of  hi.s  sister,  who  was  a  nun,  that  he  never  sutlcrcd  her 
Ui  be  ii*oui  liii  side,  and  jier  chamber  was  always  next  his 
own.  As  he  was  on  a  curtain  time,  in  consequence  of  a 
winter  i<emarkuble  for  severe  frost  and  snow,  detained  for 
^  a  long  while  in  the  same  phiee,  a  certain  elerk  *  about  the 
court,  beeanie  too  lUmiliar  with  the  girl,  and  often  passed  the 
greiitest  part  of  tlie  night  in  lior  chamber.  And  although  he 
attempted  to  conceal  his  crime  by  numberless  subterfuges, 
yet  some  one  perceived  it,,  for  it  is  diilicult  not  to  betray 
guilt  cither  by  look  or  action,  and  the  atfair  beeonung 
notorious,  tlie  emperor  was  th6  only  person  in  ignorancep 
and  who  still  bi?licved  his  sister  to  be  chaste.  On  one 
particulai  ni^^ht,  however,  as  they  were  enjoying  their  fond 
embraces,  and  eontinuiiii;  their  pleasures  lon^^er  than  usual, 
the  morning  dawned  upon  thein,  and  behold  snow  liad  com- 
pletely covered  the  ground.  The  clerk  fearing  that  he  should 
be  discovered  by  his  track  in  the  snow,  persuades  his  mistresB 
to  extricate  him  from  his  dKHculty  by  carrying  Iiim  on  her 
back.  She,  regardless  of  modesty  so  that  she  might  escape 
exposure,  took  her  paramour  on  her  back,  and  carried  him  out 
of  the  palace.  It  happened  at  that  moment,  that  the  eniperor 
had  risen  for  a  neee.^sary  purp(Kse,  and  looking  through  tiie 
.  window  of  his  chamber,  beheld  the  clerk  mounted.  He  was 
Btupiiied  at  the  first  slglit,  but  observing  still  more  narrowlyi  • 
he  became  mute  with  shame  and  indignation.  While  he  was 
hesitating  whether  he  should  pass  over  the  crime  unpunishcdi 

-  ^  Clerk  was  a  gencml  tenn  including  every  dogrbe  of  orders,  from  the 
•  bighop  tlownwards  to  the  chanter.    A  btory  m  ar  Nimiltir  han  been  told  af 

the  ceU  hnited  Eginhord  and  the  daughter  at' Churlcnmgfte.  V.DuCheiac^ 

Script.  Fnmc.  T.  iL 
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or  openlj  reprehend  the  delinquents,  there  happened  on 
opportunity  for  him  to  give  a  vacant  bishopric  to  the  clerk^ 
which  he  did :  but  at  tlie  same  time  whispered  in  his  ear. 
Take  Ihe  bishopric,  but  be  careful  you  do  hot  let  women 
cany  yoii  ariy  more."  At  the  same  time  he  .  gave  his  sister 
the  rule  over  a  company  of  nuns,  '^Be  an  abbess,*^  said  he, 
"but  carry  clerks  no  longer.**  Both  of  thom  were  confused, 
and  feeling  themselves  grievously  stricken  by  so  gruve  an 
injunction,  they  desisted  from  a  crime  wliich  they  tliouglil 
revealed  by  God. 

He  had  also  a  clergyman  about  his  palace,  who  abused  the. 
depth  of  his  learning  and  the  melody  of  his  voice  by  the« 
vicious  propensities  of  the  flesh,  being  extremely  attached  to 
a  girl  of  bad  character,  in  the  town ;  with  whom  having 
passed  one  festival  nip^lit,  he  stood  nvxi  morning  before  the 
emperor  at  mass,  witli  countenariee  unubiL^hed.  Tlie  emperor 
concealing  Ins  knDwl<M]ij;('  of  the  transaction,  commanthMl  liim 
to  prepare  himself  to  read  the  gospel,  that  he  might  be 
gratified  with  the  melody  of  his  voice for  lie  was  a  deacon. 
Conscious  of  his  crime,  he  made  use  of  a  multitude  of 
subterfuges,  while  the  emperor,  to  try  his  constancy,  still 
premised  hira  with  messages.  Retuslng,  however,  to  the  very 
last,  the  emperor  said,  "  Since  you  will  not  obey  me  in  so 
easy  a  command,  I  banish  you  from  the  whole  of  my 
territories."  Tiie  deacon,  yielding  to  the  sentence,  departed 
directly.  Servants  weire  sent  to  follow  him,  and  in  case  he 
should  persist  in  going,,  to  bring  liim  back  after  he  had  left 
the  city.  Gathering,  therefore,  immediately  all  his  elfecttt 
together,  and  packing  them  up,  he  had  already  gone  a 
considerable  distance,  when  he  was  brought  back,  not 
Withont  extreme  violence,  and  placed  in  the  pre.^^ence  of 
Henry,  who  smiled  and  said  :  "  You  have  done  well,  and  I 
applaud  your  integrity  for  valuing  the  fear  of  God  more  thaa 
your  country,  and  regarding  the  displeasure  (»f  heaven  more 
than  my  tlireats.  Accept,  therefore,  the  iii*st  bishopric,  which 
slmll  be  vacant  in  my  empire;  ordy  renounce  your  dishonour- 
able amour.** 

As  notliing  however  is  lasting  in  human  enjoyments,  I 
shall  not  pass  over  in  silence  a  certain  di'eadful  portent 
which  happened  in  ]m  time.  The  nionastery  of  Fuhhi,  in 
Saxony,  is  celebrated  for  containing  the  body  of  St.  Uali, 
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and  h  enriched  with  very  ample  territories.  The  abbat  of 
this  place  furnishes  the  emperor  with  sixty  thousand 
warriors  against  liis  enemies  ;  and  possesses  from  ancient 
times  the  privilege  of  sitting  at  his  right  hand  on  the  most 
distiDguishcd  fcstivala.  This  Uenry  we  are  npeoking  of  waa 
celebrating  Pentecost  at  Alcnts.  A  little  before  mase,  while 
the  scats  were  preparing  in  the  chureh,.  ii  quarrel  arose 
bit w ten  the  attendants  of  the  abbat,  and  those  of  the 
arclibi^hop,  whicli  of  their  masters  hliould  sit  next  the 
Rovcrcij^n :  one  party  alU'p:ing  the  dignity  of  the  prelate,  tiie 
other  ancient  usage.  When  words  made  but  little  fur  peace, 
as  the  Germans  and  Teutonians  iK)sses8  untractable  spirits, 
tliey  catue  to  blows.  Some  snatched  up  stavesi  otiiei-s  tlircw 
stones,  while  the  rest  unsheathed  their  swords :  finally  eadi 
lined  tlie  weapcm  that  liis  anger  first  supplied.  Thus  furiously 
eoiitcndiiig  in  the  church,  the  pavement  soon  streamed  with 
blood :  hut  tlie  bishops  hastening  foward,  peace  was  restored 
amid  the  remains  of  the  contending  ])arties.  The  church  was 
cleansed,  and  mass  perfonncd  with  jayful  sound.  But  now 
comes  the  wonder :  when  the  sequence  was  chanted,  and 
the  choir  paused  at  that  versc^  Thou  hast  made  this  day 
glorious  a  voice  in  the  air  replied  aloud,  have  made 
this  day  contentious."  All  the  others  were  motionless  with 
liurror,  but  the  em  prior  the  more  diligently  attended  to  liis 
occu[)ation,  and  perceiving  the  satisfaction  of  the  enemy : 
♦*  You,"  said  he,  "  the  inventor  and  also  the  instigator  of  all 
wickedness,  have  made  this  day  contentious  and  sorrowful  to 
tlie  proud ;  but  we,  by  tlie  grace  of  tiod,  who  made  it 
glorious,  will  make  it  gracious  to  the  poor.**.  Beginnin<;  tlie 
i^cquence  afresh,  tliey  implored  the  grace  of  the  Holy  Spirit 
by  soUiiHi  lafiu  iiUtlion.  You  nii;^ht  suppose  ht^  had  come 
upon  them,  lor  some  were  .sin^in^j,  others  weepintr,  and  all 
Ixtating  tlicir  breasts.  When  nuiss  was  over,  asseniblinji;  the 
iHxir  by  means  of  his  ollicers,  he  gave  them  the  whole  of  the 
entertainment  which  had  been  prepared  for  himself  and  his 
courtiers:  the  emperor  placing  the  dishes  before  thciDi 
standing  at  a  distance  according  to  the  custom  of  servants^ 
and  clearing  away  the  fragments. 

In  the  time  of  his  father,  Cnnrad,  he  had  received  a  silver 
pipe,  such  as  hoy  a  in  .'^i)ort  spirt  water  with,  from  ii  certain 
clerk,  covenanting  to  give  him  a  bislioprici  when  he  shpuld 
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become  emperor*  This,  when  he  was  of  man's  estate,  on  hii 
application  ho  readily  gave  to  him.  Soon  after  he  wag 
eonfiQed  to  bis  bed  with  severe  sickness ;  his  maladj 
increasing,  he  lay  for  three  days  insensible  and  speechless, 
while  the  vital  breath  only  palpitated  In  his  breast :  nor  wikH 
there  any  other  of  life,  than  tlie  perception  of  a  small 
degree  of  breathing,  on  applying  the  hand  to  his  no^itrils. 
The  bishops  being  present,  enjoined  a  fast  for  three  diiy.^,  imd 
entreated  heaven  with  tears  and  vows,  for  the  life  of  the  king, 
fiecovering  by  these  Temedies,  as  it  is  right  to  tliink,  be  sent 
for  the  bishop  whom  he  had  so  improperly  appointed,  and 
deposed  him  by  the  judgment  of  a  council ;  confei^rfing,  that 
for  three  whole  days  he  saw  nuili;;imnt  demons  blowing  fire 
upon  liiin  tlirougli  a  pipe  ;  firo  so  furious  that  our.s  in  coja- 
parison  would  he  deemed  a  jest,  and  have  no  heat :  that 
afterwards  there  came  a  young  mati  half  scorched,  bearing  a 
golden  cup  of  immense  size,  full  of  water  ;  and  that  being 
soothed  by  the  sight  of  him,  and  bathed  by  tlie  water,  the 
flame  was  extinguished,  and  he  recovered  his  health :  that 
this  young  man  was  St.  Laurence,  the  roof  of  whose  church 
he  had  restored  when  gone  to  decay ;  and,  among  other 
presents,  had  honoured  it  with  a  golden  chalice. 

Here  many  extraordinary  things  oeciur,  which  are  reported 
of  this  man  ;  for  instance,  of  a  stag,  winch  took  luui  ou  its 
back,  when  ilying  Irom  his  enemies,  and  carried  him  over  an 
unfordable  river:  and  some  others  which  I  pass  by  because  I 
am  unwilling  to  go  beyond  the  reader*s  belief.  He  died  when 
he  had  completed  the  eighteenth  year  of  his  empire,  ami  was 
buried  at  Spires,  which  he  re-built,  and  called  by  tliat  naiiK-, 
on  the  site  of  the  very  ancient  and  ruined  Ncmctum ;  hid 
epitaph  is  as  ibllows : 

Caesar,  as  waa  the  world  once  grcai» 
Lies  here,  confined  iti  compass  straight. 
Hence  let  each  mortal  learn  ]m  doom  i 
No  glory  can  cscajH;  the  tomb. 
The  flower  of  empire,  erst  so  gay, 
Falln  witti  itg  rn-snr  to  decay, 
Aiiii  all  the  odours  wliich  it  gavo 
Sink  prematurely  to  tlie  ^^ravc. 
The  luwa  which  luipient  iatheni  made, 
A  listless  lace  had  dared  evadOj 
But  thou  reforming  hy  the  Bchool 
Of  Romei  tcstor^dst  the  ancient  nile. 
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Nations  and  .rcinons>  wide  and  far, 

Whcim  none  could  Ku1>jnj,»iitc'  hy  waTj 
(iueli'd  hy  thy  naistlesa  alrifjii 

Tnm*d  to  the  art  ft  of  civil  life.  •      •  . 

What  grief  severe  must  Rome  engrOMi  ^ 
WidowM  at  iimt  hy  Leo'i*  lom, 
.   '  And  next  by  Coauir'a  mournful  nighC| 

Reft  of  her  other  shining  light ;  .* 

Living,  whttt  region  did  not  dread. 

What  country  not  lament  thee,  dead  1 

So  kind  to  nations  once  auhducdf 

So  fierce  to  the  barbarians  rude, 

That,  those  who  fear*d  not,  must  bewall| 

And  Hueh  as  ^ievM  not,  fenru  aH^I, 

Kome,  tliy  depuried  ^'lory  inoani 

And  weep  thy  lunuuaricti  gone* 

Tliis  IjCOy  of  wlioin  tlie  e})it{\ph  speaks,  had  been  Roman 
pontifT,  called  to  that  cmiiicnce  iivm  being  Bruno  birthop  of 
Spires,    lie  Avas  a  man  of  great  and  admirable  sanctity; 
aiid  the  Ronmns  celebrate  many  of  liia  miracles.    He  died  . 
before  Hemy,  when  lie  had  been  five  years  pope* 

CHAl^  XIIL 

0/      Edward,  ton  o/kinp  Elhehed.   [a.h.  1043^1066.] 

• 

Ik  the  year  of  our  Lord*.s  incarnation  1042,  St.  Edward,  the 
,  son  of  Ethelred,  assumed  the '  sovereignty,  and  held  it  hot 
quite  twcnty*four  years  ;  he  was  a  man  from  the  simplieity 

of  his  manners  little  calculated  to  govern  ;  but  devoted  to 
(iod,  and  in  const'<iiR'Uce  directed  by  him.    For  while  he 
contiiiutul  to  reij^n,  there  arose  no  popular  commotions,  which 
were  not  inunediately  quelled  ;  no  foreign  war  ;  all  was  calm 
and  peaceable  both  at  home  and  abroad  ;  which  is  the  more 
an  object  of  wonder,  because  ho  conducted  himself  so  mildly, 
that  he  would  not  even  utter  a  word  of  reproach  to  the  mean* 
est  person.    For  when  he  had  once  gone  out  to  hunt,  and  a 
countryman  luul  overturned  the  staiidiiigs  by  whicli  tlie  deer  i 
are  driven  into  tlie  toils,  stru<  iv  with  noble  indignation  he 
exclaimed,  "By  Gotl  and  his  uiotlier,  I  will  serve  you  just  [ 
such  a  turn,  if  ever  it  conie  in  my  Avay/*    Here  W4is  a  noble  ; 
^ mind,  who  forgot  that  ht5  was  a  king,  under  such  eireuin-  \ 
stances,  and  eould  not  think  himself  allowed  to  injure  a  man  [ 
even  of  ihe  lowest  condition.    In  the  meantime,  the  regard 
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his  subjects  entertained  for  him  was  extreme,  as  was  also  the 
fear  of  foreigners ;  for  Gocl  assiisted  his  simplicity,  tlmt  he 
might  be  feared,  for  he  knew  not  how  to  be  angry.  But  I 
however  indolent  or  unassuming  liimself  miglit  be  esteemed,  ' 
he  had  nobles  capable  of  elevating  him  to  the  highest  pitch: 
for  instance,  Si  ward,  earl  of  the  Nortliuinbrians  ;  who,  at  hk 
command,  engaging  with  Macbeth,  the  Scottish  king,  de*, 
privcd  liim  both  of  life  and  of  his  kingdom,  and  i>hicijd  ou 
the  throne  Malcolm,  who  was  the  son  of  the  kuv^  of  Cum- 
bria:* again,  Leofric,  of  Hereford  ;  he,  with  libenil  regard, 
defended  him  against  the  enmity  of  Godwin,  who  trusting  to 
the  consciousness  of  his  own  mcritSi  paid  little  reverence  to 
the  king.  Leofric  and  his  wife  Godifa,  generous  in  their 
deeds  towards  Oo<l,  built  many  monasteries,  a«^,  Coventry, 
St  Miiry*d  at  Stow,  Wenlock,  Leon,  and  some  others  ;  to 
the  rest  he  gave  ornaments  and  estates  ;  to  Coventry  he  eon- 
signed  his  body,  with  a  very  large  donation  of  gold  and 
silver.  Harold  too,  of  tlic  West  Saxons,  the  son  of  Godwin; 
wlio  by  his  abilities  destroyed  two  brothers,  kings  of  the 
Welsh,  Roes  and  Grillin ;  and  reduced  all  that  biirbaroiM 
country  to  the  state  of  a  province  under  fealty  to  the  king. 
Nevertlieless,  there  ^verc  some  things  which  ohscured  tlie 
glory  of  Edward's  times  :  tlie  nioaasteric.s  were  tleprived  of 
thc-ir  inoiiks  ;  false  sentences  were  pjissed  by  depriived  men; 
Ills  mother's  property,  at  his  conuaund,  was  almost  entirely 
taken  from  her.  But  the  injustice  of  thes(*,  transactions  was 
extenuated  by  his  favourers  in  the  following  manner :  the 
ruin  of  the  monasteriosy  and  the  iniquity  of  tlu;  judges,  are 
said  to  have  taken  place  without  his  knowledge,  through  the 
insolence  of  Godwin  and  his  sons,  who  used  to  laugh  at  the 
**usiness  of  the  king  :  but  afterwards,  on  being  apprised  of 
this,  ho  severely  avenged  it  by  their  banishment ;  his  mollier 
had  for  a  long  time  mocked  at  the  needy  state  of  her  son, 
nor  ever  assisted  him  ;  transferring  her  hereditary  hatred  of 
the  father  to  the  child for  she  had  both  loved  Canute  more 
when  living,  and  more  commended,  him  when  dead  :  besides 
accumulating  money  by  every  method,  she  had  hoarded  it, 
regardless  of  the  poor,  to  whom  she  would  give  nothing,  for 
.  fear  of  dimiiiisliing  her  heap.    Wherefurc  tliat  which  hud 

*  This  brief  alluKon  to  Macbeth  rather  disproves  the  liiatorical  accuracy 
of  Shakinperc.  See  the  Soxou  Chvoaide. 
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Wen  80  unjuBtly  gntliered  to<»ct]ier,  was  not  improperly 
taken  away,  that  it  niiglit  be  oi  service  to  the  i)oor,  and  rc- 
pknisli  the  king's  exchequer.    Though  much  credit  is  to  be 
attached  to  tliose  who  relate  these  circuni^tanceay  yet  I  find 
lier  to  have  been  a  religiously-disppsed  woman,  and  to  liiwe 
esijcndcd  licr  property  oti  omameuid  fur  the  church  of  Win*- 
Chester,  and  probably  upon  otiiers.*  But  to  return :  Edward 
receiving  the  mournful  intelligence  of  the  death  of  Hardeea- 
iiute,  w  :is  lost  in  unot  rUiinly  what  to  do,  or  wliither  to  be- 
take iiiinsc  U*.    While  he  was  revolving  many  tliin^^s  in  his 
mind,  it  occurred  as  the  better  plan  to  submit  his  situation 
to  the  opinion  of  Godwin.    To  Godwin  thercibrc  he  scut 
messengers,  requesting,  that  lie  might  in  security  have  a  eon* 
fercnce  with  him.    Godwin^  though  for  a  long,  time  hesita- 
ting  and  reflecting,  at  length  assented,  and  when  Edward 
came  to  liim  and  endeavoured  to  liill  at  Iiis  I'eet,  he  raised 
him  up  ;  and  w  hen  relating  the  death  of  liaidecanute,  and 
hejft^ing  his  a.«.si.>>tinK'e  to  elleet  his  n'turn  to  Korniaiidy,  God- 
Avin  made  him  the  greatest  promises,    lie  said,  it  wu&  better 
for  him  to  live  with  credit  in  iKiwer,  than  to  die  ingloriously 
in  exile :  that  he  was  the  sou  of  Ethelred,  the  grandson  of 
Kdgtu' :  that  the  kingdom  was  his  due :  that  he  %vaa  come  to 
mature  age,  disciplined  by  diOieulties,  conversant  in  the  art 
of  well-j^^overnin*!;  ironi  lii.s  years,  and  knowing,  Irom  liis  for- 
mer {poverty,  how  to  ieel  for  the  nnserics  of  the  people  :  ii*hc 
tliou^dit  lit  to  n.-ly  on  liim,  there  eouid  he  no  obstaele  ;  for 
lii:>  authority  so  prei>onderated  in  Engluud,  that  wlierever  lie 
inclined,  there  fortune  was  sure  to  favour :  if  he  assisted 
hiui,  none  would  dare  to  murmur ;  and  just  so  was  the  con* 
trary  side  of  the  question  :  let  him  then  only  covenant  a  linn 
friendship  with  himself ;  undiminished  honours  for  his  sons, 
and  a  marringe  witii  his  daughter,  and  he  who  was  now 
&lii|)wreeked  ahnost  of  life  and  hoi>e,  and  imploring  the  us* 
sistanec  of  another,  should  shortly  see  himself  a  king. 

There  was  nothing  which  Edward  would  not  promise,  from 
tin;  exigency  of  the  moment :  so,  pledging  fidelity  on  both 
bides,  he  confirmed  by  oath  every  thing  which  was  demanded. 
Soon  after  convening  an  assembly  at  Gillingham,  Godwin, 

•  This  Bocms  the  foundation  of  the  fable  of  Kmina  an«1  the  Plough- 
fchurcs  :  the  first' iipparent  promulgator  of  it  was  a  constant  reader  and 
uin|)iiticr  of  Malmctthury.  Sec  Itic.  Divi&icnsiii,  Mb.  C.  C.  C*  Caat.  No.  d;^. 
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unfolding  his  reasons,  caused  him  to  be  received  aa  king,  and 
homage  was  paid  to  him  by  alL  Ho  was  a  man  of  ready  wit, 
and  spoke  liuently  in  the  vernacular  tongue  ;  powerl'ul  in 
speech,  powerful  in  bringing  over  the  people  to  whatever  he 
desired.  Some  yielded  to  his  authority;  some  were  influ- . 
.enced  by  presents ;  others  admitted  the  riglit  of  Edward ; 
and  the  few  who  resisted  in  defiance  of  justice  and  e<}uity, 
were  carefully  marked,  and  afterwards  di'ivcn  out  of 
England. 

Edward  was  crowned  with  great  pomp  at  Winchester,  on 
Easter-day,  and  was  instructed  by  E^dsiiie,  *  tlie  archbishop^ 
in  the  sacred  duties  of  governing.    This,  at  the  time,  he 
treasured  up  with  readiness  in  his  memory,  and  afterwards 
displayed  in  the  holiness  of  his  conduct.    The  abovc>mon- 
tioned  Eadsinc,  in  the  following  year,  falling  into  an  ineunihle 
disease,  aj^poiiited  as  his  successor  Siward,  ubbut  oi'  Abing- 
don; comiiiuiiicating  his  design  only  to  the  king  and  the 
earl,  lest  any  improper  person  shouUl  aspire  to  so  great  an 
eminence^  cither  by  solicitation  or  by  purchase.  Sliortly 
after  the  king  took  £dgitha«  the  daughter  of  Godwin,  to  ' 
wife;  a  woman  whose  bosom  was  the  school  of  every  liberal 
art)  though  little  skilled  in  earthly  matters:  on  seeing  her,  if 
yon  were  amazed  at  her  erudition,  you  must  absolutely  lan- 
guish for  the  purity  of  her  mind,  and  the  beauty  of  her  per- 
son.   Both  in  her  husbands  life-time,  antl  afterwards,  she 
Was  not  entirely  free  from  siispieion  of  dishonour ;  but  when 
dying,  in  the  time  of  king  William,  she  voluntarily  satisfied 
the  by-standers  of  her  unimpaired  chastity,  by  an  oath.  . 
Wlien  she  became  his  wife,  the  king  acted  towai*ds  her  so 
delicately,  that  he  neither  removed  her  from  his  bed,  nor  • 
knew  her  after  the  manner  of  men.    I  have  not  been  able  to 
diseover,  whether  he  acted  thus  from  dislike  to  her  family, 
which  he  prudently  dissembled  from  the  exigency  of  the 
times,  or  out  of  pure  regard  to  chastity:  yet  it  is  most 
notoriously  affirmed,  that  he  never  violated  his  purity  by^ 
connexion  with  any  womaii. 

But  since  I  have  gotten  thus  far,  I  wish  to  admonish  my 
reader,  that  the  traek  of  my  history  is  here  but  dubious, 

^  "  Eadainc  was  translated  from  Winchester  to  Cunterlmry  in  lOJJH.  Tho 
SaxoQ  Chronicle  (p.  416)  states,  that  he  consecrated  Kdwurd,  ut  Winches- 
ter^ on  Easter  day,  and  before  ail  people  well  udmonittlicd  hiiii."<^UAEiiY» 
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because  the  truth  of  the  facts  hangs  in  suspense^    It  is  to  be 
obiierv<'(],  that  the  kin;;  Imd  sont  for  several  Normans,  who 
had  formerly  slightly  ministered  to  liis  wants  when  in  exile. 
Among  these  was  Robert,  whom,  from  being  a  monk  of 
Jumiegcs,  lie  had  appointed  bishop  of  London,  and  after* 
wan!s  archbishop  of  Canterbury.    The  English  of  our  times  * 
filify  this  person,  together  with  the  rest,  as  Ijcing  the  im- 
[M'urlier  of  Ocxlwin  and  his  sons;  the  ftower  oi"  discord  ^  the 
purcluuser  of  the  archbishopric;  they  say  too,  that  Godwin 
and  his  sons  were  men  of  libeml  mind,  the  isted fast  pro- 
moters and  defenders  of  the  government  of  Edward;  and 
tliat  it  was  not  to  be  wondered  at,  if  they  were  hurt  at  see- 
ing men  of  yesterday,  and  strangers,  preierred  to  themselves: 
still,  tliat  they  never  uttered  even  a  harsh  woi*d  against  the 
king,  whom  they  had  Ibnnerly  exalted  to  the  throne.  On 
the  opfKisitc  liand  the  Noniuuis  thns  defended  theruselvcs: 
lliey  allc'ire,  that  both  himself  and  liis  suns  acted  with  the  • 
gi'catcst  want  of  reiipeet,  as  well  as  fidelity,  to  the  king  and 
his  i^arty ;  aiming  at  equal  sovereignty  with  him  ;  often  ridi- 
euling.his  simiilieity;  often  hurling  the  shafts  of  their  wit 
a<rainst  him :  that  the  Kormans  eould  not.  endure  this,  but  • 
cadcavoured  to  w(»aken  tlieir  power  as  mueli-  as  possible; 
and  that  CjcmI  manifested,  at  last,  with  what  kind  of  purity 
Godwin  had  served  him.    For,  after  his  ]kiratical  ravages, 
of  whieh  we  sliall  sj>eak  licreafter,  when  he  had  been  rein- 
stated in  his  original  favour,  and  was  sitting  with  the  king 
at  table,  the  conversation  turning  on  Alfred,  the  king's 
brotlier,     I  perceive,"  naid  he,     O  king,  tliat  on  every 
recolleetion  of  your  brother,  you  regard  me  with  anjxry  eoun- 
tenanee;  but  God  forbid  thai  I  should  swallow  this  morsel, 
if  I  am  conscious  of  any  thin^  whieh  ini;j:ht  tend,  either  to 
his  (iaup^er  or  your  disadvantage."    On  saying  this,  he  was 
e.iioked  with  the  piece  he  had  put  into  his  moutli,  and  closed 
liis  eyes  in  deatli:  being  dragged  from  under  the  table  by 
Harold  his  son,  who  stood  near  the  king,  ho  was  buried  in  , 
the  eatliedral  of  Winchester. 

On  account  of  tiiese  iends,  as  I  have  observed,  my  narra- 
tive labours  under  dillleulties,  for  1  cannot  precisely  ascertain 
the  trntli,  by  reason  either  of  tlie  natural  dislike  of  these 
nations  for  eaeli  other,  or  because  the  Knglislk  disdainfully  . 
bear  with  a  superior,  and  the  Kormans  cannot  endure  an 
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equd*  Li  the  following  book,  howeveri  when,  the  oppcww 
tumty  occurs  for  relating  tlie  arrival  of  the  Normans  b 

England,  I  shall  proceed  to  speak  of  their  habits ;  at  preseat 
I  sliall  glance,  with  all  possible  trutliy  at  the  grudge  of  the 
kiug  against  Godwin  and  his  sons. 

Eustace^  *  earl  of  Boulogne^  the  father  of  Goilfrey  and 
'  Baldwin,  who,  in  our  times,  were  kings  of  Jerusalem,  had 
married  the  king's  sister,  Goda,  who  had  borne  a  son,  named 
Ralph,  to  her  former  husband,  Walter  of  Mantes.  This  son, 
at  tliat  time  earl  of  Hereford,  was  both  indolent  and  cow- 
urdly ;  he  had  been  beaten  in  battle  by  the  Welsh,  and  left 
his  county  and  the  city,  together  with  the  bisliop,  to  be  con- 
sumed with  lire  by  the  enemy ;  the  disgrace  of  which  trans- 
action was  wiped  oft*  by  the  valour  of  Harold,  who  arrived 
op|3ortunelyt  Eustace,  therefore,  crossing  tlie  channel,  from 
Whitsand  to  Dover,  went  to  king  Edward  on*  some  unknown 
business.  When  the  confei-ence  was  over,  and  he  had  eli- 
tuincd  Ills  rcxjucst,  lie  ^vu•i  returning  tliroiigh  Canterbury, t 
where  one  of  his  harbingers,  dealing  too  fiercely  with  a  cili- 
zen,  and  demanding  quarters  with  blows,  rather  than  en- 
treaty or  remuneration,  irritated  him  to  such  a  degree,  that 
he  put  him  to  dealli.  Eustace,  on  being  informed  of  tli« 
fact,  proceeded  with  all  his  retinue  to  revenge  the  murder  of 
Iiis  servant,  and  killed  the  perpetrator  of  t!ie  crime,  together 
with  eighteen  others :  but  the  citizens  flying  to  arms,  lie  lost 
twenty-one  of  his  peojile,  and  had  niultituiles  wounded; 
himself  and  one  more  with  difTiculty  making  their  escape 
during  the  confusion.  Thence  returning  to  court  and  pro* 
curing  a  secret  audience,  he  made  the  most  of  his  own  story, 
and  excited  the  anger  of  the  king  against  the  English.  God- 
win, being  summoned  by  messengers,  arrived  at  tlie  palace. 

*  EufAace  II,  surnamed  Anx  Orenons,  He  succeeded  his  father, 
Eustace  I,  In  1049;  and  manricd,  in  1050,  Goda,  daughter  of  king  Ethel- 
belt,  and  iridow  of  Gauthier  comte  de  Mantes,  by  whom  he  had  no  ii«ue;  • 
but  by  his  wife  Ida  he  left  three  sons;  Eustiice,  who  Buccecdeil  him, 
Godefroi,  created,  in  107G,  niarqutu  d'Anvera  by  the  cm|>eror  Henry  lY, 
and  afterwards  due  de  Bouillon,  was  elected  king  of  Jerusalem  in  I0i)9, 
(23rd  July);  and,  dyin<?  UHli  July,  1100,  was  succeeded  by  hm  brolhcr 
Baudouiii,  comtL'  ii'Kdc?*.sc. — Haudy. 

+  lie  means  Dover  j  according  to  the  Saxon  Chronicle,  from  whicii  he 
b(>rro\v:i  the  account.  Eustace  wt'ipjicd  at  Cauterhury  to  refresh  ]iini.sclf» 
aud  las  people,  and  afterwarda  i»ct  out  lor  Dover,— bax.  Clirou,  paj^c  4-1  i 
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When  the  business  was  related,  and  the  king  was  dwelling 
iDore  particularlyon  the  insolence  of  the  citizens  of  Canter- 
bury, this  intellij^ent  man  perceived  that  sentence  ought  not 
to  he  pronounceil,  since  the  allegations  had  only  been  heard 
on  one  side  of  the  question.   In  consequence^  though  the 
king  ordered  Iiim  directly  to  proceed  with  an  army  into 
Kent,  to  take  signal  vengeance  on  .the  people  of  Canterbury, 
Ptill  he  refused  :  both  because  lie  saw  with  displeasure,  that 
all  foreigners  were  gaining  ru:5t  upon  the  favour  of  the  king; 
and  because  he  was  desirous  of  evincing  his  regard  to  bis 
countrymen*    Besides,  his  opinion  was  more  accordant,  as  it 
should  sceni|  with  equity,  whicli  was,  that  the  principal 
poo])le  of  that  town  should  1)6  mildly  summoned  to  the  king's 
court,  on  account  of  the  tumult;  if  they  could  exculpate 
tlieinselves,  tliey  should  (kpart  unhurt ;  but  if  they  could 
not,  they  must  make  atonement,  either  by  money,  or  by  cor- 
poral ptmisliment,  to  tb<i  king,  whosii  peace  they  had  ])rokcn, 
and  to  tlie  earl,  whom  they  had  injured:  moreover,  that  it 
appeared  unjust  to  pass  sentence  on  those  people  unheard, 
who  had  a  more  especial  i*ight  to  protection.   Aifter  this  the 
conference  broke  up ;  Godwin  paying  little  attention  to  the 
indignation  of  the  killer,  as  merely  momentary.    In  consc- 
quoncc  of  this,  the  nobility  of  the  whole  kingdom  were  com- 
manded to  meet  at  Gloucester,  that  the  business  might  there 
be  canvassed  in  full  assembly.    Thither  came  those,  at  that 
time,  most  renowned  Kortliuinbrian   earls,   Siward  and 
Lcofric,  and  all  the  nobility  of  England.    Godwin  and  his 
sons  alone,  who  knew  that  they  were  suspected,  not  deeming 
it  prudent  to  be  present  unarmed,  halted  with  a  strong  force 
at  Deverstone,  giving  out  that  they  had  as^embUd  an  army 
to  restrain  the  Welsh,  who,  meditating  inilependenee  on  the 
king,  had  fortified  a  town  in  the  county  of  Hereford,  where 
Sweyn,  one  of  the  sons  of  Godwin,  was  at  tliat  time  in  com- 
mand.  The  Welsh,  however,  who  had  come  beforehand  to 
tlie  conference,  had  accused  them  of  a  conspiracy,  and  ren- 
dered them  odious  to  the  whole  court ;  so  that  a  rumour 
f)revailed,  that  the  kin«;\s  army  would  attack  them  in  that 
very  phice,    Godwin,  hearing  this,  sounded  the  alarm  to  his 
party;  told  them  that  they  should  not  purposely  withstand 
their  sovereign  lord ;  but  if  it  came  to  hostilities,  they  sliould 
not  retreat  without  avenging  themselves.   And,  iJl  better 
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counsels  hi^d  not  intervened,  a  dreadful  scene  of  miser/,  And 
a  worse  than  civil  war,  would  have  ensued.  Some  small 
share  of  tranquillity,  however,  being  restored,  it  was  ordered 
that  the  councit  should  be  again  assembled  at  Ix>ndon ;  and 
that  Swcyn,  the  son  of  Godwin,  should  appease  the  kii^g 
an;^'er  by  withdrawinfif  himself;  that  Godwin  and  Harold 
should  come  as  .speedily  a«i  possible  to  ihn  council,  with  this 
condition:  that  they  should  bc^  unarmed,  bring  witli  thcin  | 
only  twelve  men,  and  deliver  up  to  the- king  the  Command  of 
the  troops  which  tliey  had  throughout  England.  This  on 
the  other  hand  they  refused ;  observing,  that  thoy  could  not 
go  to  a  party-^meeting  without  sureties  and  *  pledges ;  thtit 
they  would  obey  their  lord  in  tlie  surrender  of  the  soldiers, 
a.s  well  as  in  every  thing  else,  except  risking  their  liv<is  and 
rcputiition :  should  they  (;ome  unannetl,  tlie  loss  of  life  might 
be  apprehended ;  if  attended  with  few  followers,  it  wouid 
detract  from  their  glory.  The  king  had  made  up  his  mind 
too  firmly,  to  listen  to  the  entreaties  of  those  who  interceded 
with  htm  ;  wherefore  an  edict  was  published,  that  they 
should  depart  from  England  witliin  live  dsiys.  Godwin  and 
Sweyu  retired  to  Flanders,  and  Harold  to  Ireland.  His  earl- 
dom was  given  to  Klgar,  the  son  of  Leofrie,  a  man  of  active 
habits ;  wlio,  reeeivijig,  governed  it  with  ability,  and  readilj 
restored  it  to  him  on  his  return ;  and  nftcirwards,  on  the 
death  of  Godwin,  when  Harold  had  obtained  tiie  dukedom  < 
of  his  father,  he  boldly  reclaimed  it,  thougii,  by  the  accusa- 
tion of  his  enemies,  he  was  banished  for  a  i\im\ — AlLthe  ^ 
property  of  the  queen  was  seized,  and  herself  d<?liv(^reil  into 
the  cu.stotly  of  the  king  s  sister  at  Wlierwell,  lest  she  alone  • 
should  be  void  of  care,  whilst  all  her  relations  were  sighing 
for  their  country. 

The  following  year,  the.  exiles,  each  emerging  from  hia 
station,  were  now  cruising  the  British-  seti,  infesting  the 
coast  with  piracy,  and  carrying  off  rich  booty  from  the  sub- 
stance of  their  countrymen^  Against  these,  on  th(i  klng*9 
part,  more  than  sixty  sail  lay  at  anchor.  Earls  Odo  and 
JKalph,  relations  of  the  king,  were  commanders  of  the  lleet. 
Nor  did  this  emergency  find  Edward  himself  inactive  ;  since 
lie  would  pass  the  night  on  ship-board,  and  watch  the  sallies 
of  the  plunderers  ;  diligently  compensating,  by  the  wisdom 
of  liis  couiibcl,  for  that  percionul  service  which  age  and  in- 
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fiimity  deni(Hl.  But  when  they  had  appfoached  each  oilier, 
and  the  conflict  was  on  the  eve  of  commencing,  a  very  thick 
miBt  arose,  which  in  a  moment  obscured  the  sight  of  the 
op{)oii<*ntM,  and  rupresfted  the  pitiable  audacity  of  men.  At 

last  Go<lvs  iu  aiul  his  companions  were  driven,  by  the  im- 
petuosity of  the  wind,  to  tlie  purt  they  had  left  ;  and  not  long  * 
after  returning  to  their  own  country  with' pacific  dispositions, 
they  found  the  king  nV  fxuidon,  and  were  rcK!(Mved  by  him  on 
soliciting  pardon«    The  old  man,  skilled  in  leading  the  minds 
of  his  audience  by  liis  reputation  and  his  eloquence,  dex- 
terously exculpated  himself  from  every  thin^^  hiid  to  his 
cliarge  ;  ami  in  ;i  short  time,  prcvuiled  so  far,  as  to  recover 
his  honours,  uiuliuuiiished,  for  hiniscU*  imtl  lor  his  children  ; 
to  drive  all  the  Normans,  branded  with  igiionnny,  from  Eng- 
land ;  ami  to  get  sentence  pa^^si  d  on  Kobert,  the  archbishop, 
and  his  aecomplice<i,  for  disturbing  the  brdeir  of  the  king- 
dom and  stimulating  the  royal  mind  against  his  subjects. 
Ihit  he,  not  waiting  lor  violent  measures,  had  fled  of  his  own 
accord  while  tlie  peace  was  in  agitation,  and  prucctiling  to 
Konie,  and  appealing  to  the  ap(»stolieal  see  on  liis  case,  as  he 
was  returning  thnnigh  eJumieges,  he  died  there,  and  was 
buried  in  the  church  (^f  St.  Mary,  which  he  chiefly  had  built 
at  vast  expense.    While  he  was  yet  living,  Stigand,  who 
was  bi.slinp  of  Winchester,  forthwith  invaded  tlie  arclibishopric 
of  Canterbury  :  a  prelate  of  notorious  uiubition,  who  sou^^dit 
niter  honours   too  keenly,  and  who,  through  desire  of  ft 
hij^her  dignity,  deserting  the  bi.^hoprie  ol'  tlu;  South  Saxonf*, 
.lad  occupied  Winchester,  which  he  held  with  the  arch- 
bishopric.   For  tliis  reason  he  was  never  honoured  with  the 
pall  by  the  papal  see,  except  that  one  lienedict,  the  usurper, 
as  it  were,  of  the  papacy,  sent  him  one  ;  either  corrupted  by 
money  to  gnmt  a  thing  of  this  kind,  or  else  because  bad  ; 
people  an;  pleased  to  gratify  otluirs  of  the  same  dc*f*(*riptIoii. 
But  he,  through  the  zeal  of  the  faithful,  being  expelled  by 
Nicholas,  who  legally  assunu.d  the  papacy  from  being  hishop  i 
of  Florence,  laid  aside  the.  title  he  so  little  deserved.  Sti- 
gand, moreover,  in  the  time  of  king  William,  degrudeil  by 
the  Roman  cardinals  and  condemned  to  perpetual  imprison* 
ment,  could  not  fill  up  the  measure  of  his  insatiable  avidity 
even  in  death.    For  on  his.  decease,  a  small  key  was  dis* 
covered  uiuung  his  secret  recesses,  which  on  being  applied  to 
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the  lock  of  a  chamber-cabinet,  gave  evidence  of  papers,  de- 
scribing immense  treasure^  and  in  which  were  noted  both 
the  quality  and  the  quantity  of  the  precious  metals  which 
tliis  greedy  pilferer  had  hidden  on  all  liis  estates  :  but  of  this 
hereafter :  I  shall  now  complete  the  history  of  Godwin  which 
Ihadbegun,  ... 

.  When  he  was  a  young  man  he  had  Canute's  sister  to  wife,  ^ 
by  whom  he  had  a  son,  who  in  his  early  youth,  while  pruudlj 
curvetinn^  on  a  liorse  whicli  his  grandfuthc^r  had  given  him, 
was  carried  into  the  Thames,  and  porislu  d  in  the  htr^  uth  : 
his  mother,  too,  paid  the  penalty  of  her  cruelty ;  being  killed 
by  a  stroke  of  lightning.    For  it  is  reported,  that  she  was  in 
the  habit  of  purchasing  companies  of  slaves  in  England,  and 
sending  them  into  Denmark ;  more  especially  girls,  whose 
beauty  and  age  rendered  them  more  valuable,  that  slie  might 
accumuliite  money  by  this  horrid  tratlic.    After  her  dL^ltl^ 
he  married  another  wife,*  wliose  descent  1  have  not  been 
able  to  trace;  by  her  he  had  Harold,  Sweyn,  Wulnoil, 
Tosty,  Girth,  and  Leofwine.    Ilau'old  became  kinr;  for  a  few 
months  after  Edward ;  and  being  overcome  by  William  at 
Hastings,  there  lost  his  life  and  kingdom,  together  with  his 
two  younger  brothers.    Wulnod,  given  by  his  father  as  an 
hostage,  was  sent  ovrr  to  Normandy  by  king  Edward,  wheri) 
he  remained  all  tliat  king's  time  in  inextricable  captivity;  and 
being  sent  back  into  England  during  William's  rtjign,  grew 
old  in  confinement  at  Salisbury  :  Sweyn  being  of  an  obsti- 
nate disposition,  and  faithless  to  the  king,  frequently  revolted 
from  his  father,  and  his  brother  Harold,  and  turning  pirate^ 
tarnished  the  virtues  of  his  forefathers,  by  his  depredations 
on  the  coast  :  at  last  struck  with  rcMnorse  I'ur  the  murder  of 
Rruno,f  a  relatiun,  or  as  some  say,  his  brother,  he  \v«'nt  to 
Jerusalem,  and  returning  thence  was  surprised  by  thn  Sara- 
cens, and  put  to  death :  Tusty,  after  the  death  of  Siward, 
was  preferred  to  the  earldom  of  Northumbria  by  king  Ed- 

*  Earl  GodwInN  Hccond  wife's  name  was  Q^tho.  (Saxon  Chron*  and 
Fior.  WiRom.)~HAjiDY. 

+  Swcyn  hud  dubuuoljiHl  an  iiM)L'».s,  antl  hvhv^  cnnigcd  tbut  he  was  not 
allowed  to  rctaun  her  an  his  wile,  he  fled  to  Flanders.  ShorLlv  alter  h« 
rotumAd,  ami  intreatcd  Bruno  or  Dcom  to  acconipany  him  to  the  king,  and 
to  intercede  for  hb  imrdon  :  but  it  iihould  teem  this  was  a  mere  pretence  ; 
115  he  ^ced  him  on  ahip-board,  and  then  put  him  to  death*  V.  Flor* 
Wiigoniy  A.D,  1049.  Cbron.  Sax.       1044i,  p.  419. 
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wanl,  an<l  pro^nled  over  tliat  province  for  nearly  ten  years  ; 
at  the  end  of  wliieli  he  impelled  tlie  Northurabriat^a  to  rebel, 
by  tbe  asperity  of  liis  manners.    For  fmding  him  unattended, 
they  dfove  him  from  the  district ;  not  deeming  H  proper  to 
kill  him,  from  respect  to  liia  dignity  :  but  they  put  to  death  , 
hU  attendants  both  English  and  Danes,  appropriating  to 
their  own  use,  his  horsea,  liis  arras,  and  his  effects.    Aa  soon 
as  this  runiour,  and  the  (llsti  actcd  state  of  the  country  reachr.tl 
ilic  kitip",  Harold  set  i'orwurd  to  iivcnfije  the  outrage.  The 
Northuiubriuus,  though  not  inferior  in  point  of  numbers,  yet 
preferring  peace,  excused  themselves  to  him  for  the  transac- 
tion ;  averring,  that  they  were  a  people  free-born,  and  freely 
educated,  and  unable  to*  put  up  with  the  cruelty  of  any 
prince  ;  that  they  had  been  taught  by  their  ancestors  cither 
to  be  free,  or  to  die  ;  did  the  king  wisli  them  to  be  obedient, 
he  should  appoint  ^lorcar,  the  son  of  IClgar,  to  preside  over 
thctn,  wlio  would  experience  how  cheerfully  they  could  obey, 
provided  they  were  treated  with  gentleness.    On  hearing 
this,  Harold,  who  regarded  the  quiet  of  the  country  more 
than  the  advantage  of  his  brother^  recalled  his  army,  and, 
after  waiting  on  the  king,  settled  the  earldom  on  Slorcar. 
Tosty,  enraged  against  every  one,  retired  with  his  wife  and 
children  to  Fhuulcr.^,  and  continued  there  till  the  death  of 
I'Mvvard  :  but  this  I  shall  delay  mentioning,  while  I  record 
what,  as  I  have  learned  from  ancient  mcn^  happened  iu  his 
time  at  Rome. 

Pope  Gregory  the  Sixth,*  first  called  Qratian,  was  a  man 
of  equal  piety  and  strictnffss.  He  found  the  power  of  the 
Roman  pontilieatc  so  reduced  by  tlie  negligence  of  his  pre* 
(li'ccs«<ors,  that,  with  the  exception  of  a  few  neighbouring 
towiH,  and  thr.  oiUu'ings  of  the  faithful,  he  had  scarcely  auy- 
tliiiinr  whereon  to  subsist.  T|ie  cities  and  possessions  at  a 
distance,  whieli  were  the  property  of  the  church,  were  for* 
eibly  seized  by  plunderers ;  the  public  roads  and  highways 
throughout  all  Italy  were  thronged  with  robbers  to  such  a 
degree,  that  no  pilgrim  could  pass  in  safety  unless  strongly 

*  "  Paj^i  pluccfi  the  cDnimencomcnt  of  (jregory'a  papacy  in  May  1014, 
bat  U^helli  citei  a  charter  in  which  the  month  of  August,  1043,  k  stated 
to  ho  in  thfi  fintt  year  of  hiif  pontificate.  He  was  depoHcd  at  a  council  held 
at  Sutri,  on  Christ miis-day,  a.d.  104(1,  for  having  obtained  the  holy  nee  by 
rimony.  Mr.  Sliarpc  remarks  that  Malnu  sbury's  character  of  this  pope  il 
cunMiierud  as  apocryphal.  Compare  Uodul  Glabcr,  lib.  v.  c.  5/' — lI.%aov. 
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guarded*  .  Swarms  of  thieves  beset  every  patli,  nor  could 
the  traveller  devise  any  mettiod  of  escaping  them.   Tlieir  i 
rage  was  equally  bent  agamat  the  poor  and  the  rich ;  en. 
treaty  of  resistance  were  alike  unavailing.    Tlio  journey  to 

Rome  was  discontinued  by  every  nation,  as  each  had  mueh  i 
rather  contribute  his  money  to  the  chuK^hes  in  hin  owo 
country,  than  feed  a  set  of  plunderers  witii  the  produce  of 
Ins  labours.    And  wluit  was  the  state  of  that  city  wliichof 
oUl  was  the  only  dwelling-place  of  holiness  ?    Why  there  an 
abandoned  set  of  knaves  and  assassins  thronged  the  very 
forum.   If  any  one  by  stnitagem  eluded  the  people  who  laj 
in  wait  upon  the  road,  from  a  desire  even  at  the  peril  of  de- 
struction  to  sec  the  ehiireh  of  tlie  ajmstle ;  yet  then,  eiicuuu* 
tering  thene  robbers,  he  was  never  able  to  return  lu^nie  whh- 
out  tlie  loss  either  of  pru]>iM*ty  or  of  life.    Kven  over  the 
very  bodies  of  tlu^  lu>iy  apostles  and  martyrs,  even  on  the  sacred  \ 
altars  were  swords  unsheathed,  and  tiie  ollerings  of  pilgrims,  | 
ere  well  laid  out  of  their  hands,  were  snatched  away  and 
consumed  in  drunkenness  and  fornication.    By  such  eviU 
was  the  papacy  of  Gregory  beset.    At  first  he  bej^ah  to  <1eal 
gently  with  his  subjects;  and,  as  bi'<!anie  a  ponliU',  ratlicr  by 
love  than  by  terror;  he  repressed  the  delinquents  more  by 
words  than  by  blows  ;  lie  entreated  tlui  townsmen  to  abstain 
from  the  molestation  of  pilgrims^  and  the  plunder  of  sacred 
oiTerings.    The  one,  lie  said,  was  contniry  to  nature,  that 
the  man  who  breathed  the  common  air  could  not  enjoy  the 
common  peace ;  tlmt  Christians  surely  ought  to  have  libcrtj 
of  proceeding  whither  they  pleased  among  Christians,  since 
they  were  all  of  the  same  household,  all  united  by  th()  tie  ui 
the  same  blood,  redeemed  by  the  same  price:  tlie  other,  lie 
said,  was  contrary  to  the  command  of  God,  who  hiul 
ordained,  that  "they  who  served  at  the  altar,  should  live  by 
the  altar;"  moreoveri  that  "the  house  of  God  ought  to  be 
the  house  of  prayer,  not  a  den  of  thieves,"  nor  an  assembly 
of  gladiators ;  that  they  should  allow  the  oiTerings  to  go 
the  use  of  tiie  priests,  or  the  support  of  the  poor;  that  he 
would  provide  for  those  persons  whom  ^viult  had  compelled 
to  plunder,  by  giving  them  some  lujnest  einpluyiiient  to  pro- 
cure their  subsistence;  that  sucii  as  were  instigatiHl  by 
avarieious  d(*sire,  should  desist  immediately  for  the  love  of 
God  and  the  credit  of  the  world.   He  invited,  by  mandate:} 
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and  epistles,  those  who  had  invaded  the  patrimony  of  tlie 
chufvh,  to  rciitore  what  did  not  belong  to  them,  or  eli^o  to 
prove  in  the  Uoinan  aeiiate^  tliat  they  held  it  justly ;  if  they 
would  do  neitberi  they  must  be  told  that  they  were  no  longer 
members  of  tho  church,  sinco  they  opposed  St.  Peter,  the 
head  of  the  eliurch,  and  his  vieur.    IVrpetually  haranguing 
to  tliis  ell'eet,  and  little  qv  nothitig  j)roritiiig  by  it,  he  eiulcu- 
vowed  to  eiire  the  inveterate  disorder  by  Itaving  reeoiirse  to 
har«ilier  remedies.    He  liien  separattnl  from  the  body  ol'  the 
chureli,  by  the  brand  of  excomnninieation,  all  who  were 
guilty  of  such  practiee.s,  and  even  those  who  associated  or 
conversed  with  the  delinquents.    Though  he  acted  strictly 
according  to  his  duty,  yet  his  diligence  in  this  business  had 
well  nigh  proved  his  destruction  ;  for  as  one  nays,  "  He  who 
a«  (  iis<'s  a  iiun  k*  r,  iiiakr.H  hiuiM'H'  an  eiieiny,"  so  the  ahan- 
(iuiicd  erew  began  to  kick  against  tliii>  gentle  admonitioii ; 
tu  utter  tht  ir  llireats  ahiud ;   to  eluHh  their  arms  around 
the  widh  of  the  city,  so  as  nearly  even  to  kill  the  poj»c. 
Finding  it  now  absolntely  neeessary  to  cut  short  the  evil, 
he  procured  arms  and  liorses  from  every  side^  and  ecjuipped 
troops  of  horse  and  foot.    Taking  possession,  in  the  first 
place,  of  the  church  of  St.  Veter,  he  either  killed  or  put 
to  flight  the  plunderers  of  the   oblations.     As  fortune 
appeared  to  favour  his  designs,  he  proceeded  farther;  ami 
t]r>}Ki((  liiiii;  all  who  dared  resist,  restored  to  their  original 
jurisdiction  all  the  estates  and  towns  which  luid  been  fur  a 
considerable  time  lost.    In  this  manner,  peac(^  whicli  liud 
been  long  driven  into  banishment  by  the  negligence  of  many, 
was  restored  to  the  country  by  the  cxei*tiond  of  an  indivi- 
dual.  IHIgrims  now  began  securely  to  .travel  oh  tlie  public 
ways,  which  had  been  deserted  ;  they  feasted  their  eyes  with 
pleasure  on. thu  aiiciiut  wonilers  within  tin;  city;  and,  liav- 
ing  nu\de  their  olU  rings,  they  returned  home  with  songs  of 
joy.    Ill  the  meantime  the  common  people  of  Kome,  who 
had  been  accustomed  to  live  by  theft,  began  to  call  him  san- 
guhiury,  and  not  worthy  to  offer  Kacrifico  to  Caod,  since  he 
was  stained  by  so  many  murders ;  and,  as  it  generally  hap- 
)M!ns  that  the  contagion  of  slander  spreads  universally,  even 
the  cardinals  themselves  joined  in  the  sentiments  of  the  {leo- 
ple  ;  HO  that,  when  this  lioly  man  was  conlined  by  the  sick- 
nciiS  which  proved  hib  death,  they,  after  coubulling  among 
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ihemselyeflt  with  matehleM  insolence  recommended  him  not 
to  think  of  ordering  himself  to  be  buried  in  the  church  of 
St.  Peter  with  the  rest  of  the  popes,  since  he  had  polluted 
his  ollice  by  being  accessory  to  the  death  of  so  many  men. 
Hesuminp^  ppirit,  however,  and  sternly  regarding  thein^  he 
addressed  tliem  in  the  following  manner : 

If  you  possessed  cither  a  single  spark  of  human  reaaoni 

.or'of  tlie  knowledge  oi*  divine  trutli,  you  would  hardly  have 
approached  your  pontiiF  with  so  inconsiderate  an  address; 
for,  tliroughout  my  whole  life,  I  have  dissipated  my  own 
patrimony  for  your  advantage,  and  at  last  have  .safriijced  the 
np])lause  of  the  world  for  your  rescue.  11*  any  other  persons 
were  to  allege  wliat  you  urge  in  defamation  of  nio,  it  would 
become  you  to  silence  them  by  explaining  away  the  ful^ 
opinions  of  fools.  For  whom,  I  pray  you,  have  I  laid  up 
treasure  ?   For  myself  perhaps  ?  and  yet  I  already  potiscsscd 

*  the  treasures  of  my  predecessors^  which  were  enough  for 
any  man's  covetousnoss*  To  wKom  have  I  restored  safety 
and  liberty  ?  You  will  reply,  to  myself  perhaps  ?  And  yet 
I  was  adored  by  the  people,  and  did,  without  restraint,  what- 

.  ever  I  pleased;  entire  orations  teemed  with  luy  praises; 
every  day  resounded  my  applause.  These  praises  and  ilu  jic 
applauses  have  been  lost  to  m^  through  my  concern  for  your 
poverty.  Towards  you  I  turned  my  thoughts;  and  found 
that  I  must  adopt  severer  measures.  A  sacrilegious  robber 
fattened  on  the  produce  of  your  property,  while  your  subsist- 
ence was  only  rrom  day  to  day.  lie,  IVom  the  oBorings  be- 
loniring  to  you,  was  clad  in  costly  silk ;  whili*  you,  in  inciiii 
and  tattered  clothing,  absolutely  grieved  niy  i?ight.  In  con- 
sequence, when  I  could  endui*c  this  no  lonj^er,  I  acted  with 
hostility  to  others,  that  I  might  get  credit  for  the  clergy, 
though  at  the  loss  of  the  citizens.  However^  I  now  find  I 
have  lavished  my  favours  on  the  ungrateful ;  for  you  publicly 
proclaim  what  others  mutter  only  in  secret.  I  approve,  in- 
deed, your  frccduia,  but  I  look  in  vain  for  your  allection.  A 
dying  parent  is  persecuted  by  his  sons  concerning  hi:s  burial 
Will  you  deny  me  the  house  coiinnon  to  all  living?  Tlic 
harlot,  the  usurer,  the  robber,  are  not  forbidden  an  entrance 
to  the  church,  and  do  you  refuse  it  to  the  ]M>pe  ?  Wiiat  sig- 
nifies it  whether  the  dead  or  the  living  enter  the  sanetuaryt 
except  it  be,  that  the  living  is  subject  to  many  temptatiooa^ 


Digitized  by  Google 


OIZAJUOTBR  <|y  OBBOORY  VI.  227- 

80  that  bo  cannot  Ibe  free  from  spot  even  in  the  cliurch ;  often 
fiiidiug  matter  of  sin  in  the  very  place  where  he  had  conic  tu 
wash  it  away  ;  whereiuj  the  dead  knows  not  how,  nay,  he 
who  wants  only  his'  lust  sad  oiriee,  has  not  tlie  power  to  sin. 
What  »avn^<»  biirburily  then  is  it  to  exclude  from  the  house 
of  Go<l  hiiu  iu  whom  both  the  iuchmitiou  and  the  power  of 
Dinning  have  ceased !  Ue|>eat,  then,  my  sons,  of  your  preci- 
pitate lK>ldue!i2i|  if  {ierchaiiee  Goil  may  forgive  you  thm 
crime»  for  you  have  spoken  both  ibulishly  and  bitterly  even  to 
this  pL*ejient  hour.  Uut  tliat  ypu  may  not  suppose  me  to  rest 
merely  on  my  own  authority,  listen  to  reason.  Every  aet  of 
jiiun  ought  to  be  eonsiden;d  aeeording  to  the  intention  of  Iiis 
iieart,  that  the  examination  of  the  deed  may  ])rocei d  to  tliat 
jiuiat  wlienee  the  design  originated;  1  am  deceived  if  the 
Truth  doi'S  not  say  the  same;  *  If  thine  eye  be  simple  thy 
whole  body  sIialL  be  full  of  light;  if  evil^  all  thy  body  shall 
be  dark.'  A  wretched  pauper  hath  often  come  to  me  to  re* 
licve  hiii  disti*ess.  As  I  knew  not  what  was  about  to  happen, 
1  have  presented  him  with  divers  pieces  of  money,  and  dis- 
missed liim.  On  his  departure  he  has  met  witli  a  thief  on 
the  public  road,  has  incautiously  fallen  iiito  conversation 
with  him,  proclaimed  i\u*.  kindncM  of  the  apostolical  see, 
and,  to  prove  the  truth  of  hhi  words,  pruilut^ed  the  purse. 
On  their  journey  the  way  has  been  beguiled  with  various 
discourse,  until  the  dissembler,  loitering  somewhat  behind, 
has  felled  the  stranger  with  a  club,  and  immediately  des- 
patched him;  and,  al'ter  currying  off  his  money,  lias  boasted  . 
of  a  nmrder  whicli  his  thirst  fur  i>hiiuler  had  excited.  Can 
you,  therefore,  justly  accuse  me  for  giving  that  to  a  straii;j;er  . 
which  was  the  cause  of  his  death?  for  even  the  most  cvuA 
person  would  not  murder  a  man  unless  he  hoped  to  liU  his 
pockets  with  the  money.  What  shall  I  say  of  civil  and 
ecclesiastical  laws  ?  By  these  is  not  the  selfsame  fuct  both 
punished  and  approved  under  diiferent  circumstances  ?  The 
thief  is  punished  for 'murdering  a  man  in  secret,  whereas  the 
soldier  is  apphimled  who  destroys  his  enemy  in  battle ;  the 
honiieide,  then,  is  ignomiuiuiis  in  one  and  laudable  in  the 
other,  us  the  latter  committed  it  for  the  safety  of  his  country, 
the  ibruicr  for  the  gratification  of  his  desire  for  plunder. 
My  predecessor  Adrian  the  First,  of  renowned  memory,  was 
applauded  for  giving  up  the  investiture  of  the  churches  to 
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Charles  the  Great;  so  that  no  person  elected  could  be  conse- 
crated by  the  bishop  till  the  kin<^  hiid  first  dignified  himvvitli 
the  ring  and  stati' :  on  the  other  hand  the  pontiilk  of  our 
.time  have  got  credit  for  taking  away  thc»e  ap|>ointiueats 
from  the  pirinces.    Wliat  at  tliat  time,  tlien,  mtglit  reason- 
ably bo  granted,  may  at  the  present  be  reasonably  takeu 
away.    But  why  so  ?    Because  the  mind  of  Charles  the 
Great  WiiM  not  assailahlci  by  avarice,  nor  could  uiiy  person 
easily  find  access  unless  he  entered  by  tlic  door.    Ikaides,  at 
80  vast  a  distance',  it  cguld  not  Ikj  riMpiircfl  of  the  papal  «ec 
to  grant  its  consent  to  each  person  elected,  so  long  as  there 
was  a  king  at  hand  who  disposed .ol*  nothing  through  uvaricCi 
but  always  appointed  religious  persons  to  tlie  churches,  ac- 
cording to  the  .sacred  ordniaaees  of  the  canons.    At  tk 
present  time  luxury  and  ambition  have  beset  every  king's 
palace ;  wherefore  the  spouse  of  Christ  deservedly  assLTts 
her  liberty,  lest  a  tyrant  should  prostitute  to  an  uiubitious 
usurper.    Thus,  on  either  side,  may  my  cause  be  (huiied  or 
allirined;  it  is  not  the  oiUcc  of  a  bishop  either  himself  to 
fight,  or  to  command  others  to  do  so;  but  it  belongs  to  a 
bishop's  function,  it*  he  see  innocence  made  sliipwrcck  of,  to 
oppose  both  hand  and  tongue.-  Ezekiel  accuses  the  priests 
for  not  strongly  o|»posing  and  holding  fortli  a  shield  for  the 
house  of  Israel  in  tUe  day  of  the  Lord.    Now  there  are  two 
persons  in  the  church  of  (iod,  appouiled  I'or  the  purpose  of 
repressing  crimes ;  one  who  can  rebuke  :sharply  ;  the  otlii  r, 
who  can  wield  the  sword.    I,  as  you  can  witness  for  lue, 
have  not  neglected  my  part;  as  far  as  I  saw  it  could  profit, 
I  did  rebuke  sharply.    I  sent  a  message  to  him  whose  busi- 
ness  it  was  to  bear  the  sword  ;  he  wrote  me  word  back,  tliat 
he  was  oceupicid  in  his  war  with  tlie  Vandals,  entreating  me 
not  to  spare  my  labour  nor  his  expense  in  breaking  up  the 
meetings  of  the  pluudenTs.    If  I  ha<l  refused,  what  cxcu.-:c 
could  I  offer  to  God  after  the  emperor  had  delegated  his 
ollice  to  me  ?    Could  I  see  the  murder  of  the  townspeople, 
the  robbery  of  the  pilgrims,  and  slumber  on  ?    But  he  wlio 
spares  a  thief,  kilU  the  innocent    Yet  it  will  be  objected 
that  it  is  not  the  part  of  a  priest  to  defile  himself  with  the 
blood  of  any  one  :  I  grant  it.    But  he  does  not  defile  him- 
self, who  frees  the  innocent  by  the  destruction  of  the  guih}'' 
Blessed,  truly  blessed,  arc  they  who  always  keep  judguicut 
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and  do  justice.  Phineas  and  Mattathias  were  priests  most 
renowned  in  fame,  lx)th  crowned  with  the  sacred  mitre,  and 
both  habited  in  sacerdotal  garb;  and  yet  they  botb  punished 
the  wiekcd  witli  their  own  hands.  The  one  transfixed  the 
p:uilty  couple  with  a  javelin :  the  other  mingled  the  blood  of 
the  sacrificer  with  the  sacrifice.  If  then  those  persons^  re- 
pardirip,  ns  it  were,  the  thick  darkness  of  the  law,  were, 
tlirou'jjli  divine  zeni,  tran.H|)urled  lor  mysteries^,  tlie  shiiduwa 
only  of  those  whicli  were  to  be ;  nhall  we,  who  sec  the  truth 
'  witli  jK'rfect  elearnesM,  Huller  our. sacred  tliingrt  to  he  pro- 
faned? Azarias  the  priest  drove  away  king  Ozia:>,  when 
oirerinp  ineense,  and  no  doubt  would  have  killed  hiniyhad  he 
n<»t  quickly  departcMl  ;  tlic  divine  vengeam*e,  however,  anti- 
eipated  tlie  liatul  of  the  priest,  fur  a  leprosy  preyed  on  the 
body  of  the  man  whose 'mind  had  coveted  unlawful  things ; 
the  devotion  of  a  king  was  disturbed,  and  shall  not  tlie  de* 
sires  of  a  tliiel'  be  so  ?  It  is  not  cnuiigli  to  excuse,  I  even 
applaud  my  <  onduet  ;  indeed  1  have  conferred  a  1)enelit 
on  the  very  peir^ons  I  seem  to  liave  destroyed.  I  have 
diminished  their  piuiislunent  in  accelerating  their  di'aths. 
The  longer  a  wi<!ked  man  lives  the  iiiore  he  will  sin,  unless 
he  be  such  as  God  hath  graciously  i*eserved  for  a  singular 
example.  Death  in  general  is  good  for  all ;  for  by  it  the 
just  roan  finds  repose  in  heaven, — ^the  luijust  ceases  from  his 
crimes, — the  bad  man  puts  an  end  to  his  guilt, — tlu.  j^atod 
proceeds  to  his  reward, — the  saiut  approaches  to  the  puha, — • 
the  sinner  looks  forward  to  pardon,  because  death  lias  lixed 
a  boundary  to  his  tranMgressions.  They  then  surely  oii^  ht 
to  thank  me,  who  through  my  conduct  ha  vis  been  exempted 
from  so  many  sufferings.  I  have  urged  these  matters  in  my 
own  defence,  and  to  invalidate  your  as.Hertiuns :  however, 
since  both  your  reasoning  tind  mine  may  be  fallacious,  let  us 
4*ommit  all  to  the  decision  of  (lod.  l*laee  my  body,  when 
hiid  out  in  the  manner  of  my  ])redeeesst>rs,  before  the  gates 
of  the  church;  and  let  them  be  secured  with  locks  and  hars. 
If  (tod  he  willing  that  I  should  enter,  you  will  hail  a 
miracle;  if  not,  do  with  my  dead  body  according  to  your 
inclination." 

Struck  by  this  address,  when  he  had  breathed  liis  last, 
they  earned  out  the  reuuitns  of  the  departed  prelate  licfore 
the  doors,  which  were  strongly  fastened ;  and  presently  a 
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vliirlwind,  sefit  by  God,  broke  every  opposing  bolt,  and 
drave  the  very  doors,  Mrith  the  utmost  violence,  against  the 
tiraUs.   The  surrounding  people*  applaud  yfith  joy,  and  the '  | 
body  of  the  pontiiF  was  interred,  with  all  due  respect,  hy 

the  side  of  the  other  popes. 

At  the  same  time  something  similar  occurred  in  England, 
not  by  divine  miracle,  but  by  infernal  craft ;  which  when  I  I 
shall  have  related,  the  credit  of  the  narrative  will  not  be  \ 
shaken,  though  the  minds  of  the  hearers  should  be  incredu* 
lous;  for  I  have  heard  it  from  a  man  of  such  character,  wHq 
svrore  he  had  seen  it,  that  I  should  blush  to  disbelieve. 
There  resided  at  Berkeley  a  woman  addicted  to  witchcraft, 
,  as  it  afterwards  a])peared,  and  skilled  in  ancient  augury:  she 
was  excessively  gluttonous,  perfectly  lascivious,  setting  no 
bounds  to  her  debaucheries,  as  she  was  not  old,  though  fast 
declining  in  life.  On  a  certain  day,  ns  she  was  regaling,  a 
jack-daw,  which  was  a  r&ry  great  favourite,  chattered  a 
little  more  loudly  than  usual.  On  hearing  which  ^the  wo- 
man's knife  fell  from  her  hand,  her  countenance  grew  pale, 
and  deeply  groaning,  **This  day,"  said  she,  "my  plough  has 
coiiipleted  its  last  furrow;  to-day  I  shall  hoar  of,  and  sutVtr, 
some  dreadful  calamity."  While  yet  si><'aking,  the  jnc^-eii^or 
of  her  misfortunes  arrived;  and  being  asked,  why  he  ap- 
proached with  so  distressed  an  air  ?  "  I  bring  news,'*  said  he, 
^'from  tliat  village^"  naming  the  place,  ^of  the  death  of  yoiir 
son,  and  of  the  whole  family,'  by  a  sudden  accident.**  At 
this  intelligence,  the  woman,  sorely  afflicted,  immediately 
took  to  her  bed,  and  perceiving  the  disorder  rapidly  ap- 
proaching the  vitals,  she  summoned  her  surviving  children, 
a  monk,  and  a  nun,  by  hasty  letters ;  and,  when  they  arnved, 
with  faltering  voice,  addressed  them  thus :  Formerly,  my 
children,  I  constantly  administered  to  my  wretched  circum- 
stances by  demonia^  arts:  I  have  been  the  sink  of  every 
viee^  the  teacher  of  every  allurement:  yet,  while  practising 
these  crimes,  I  was  accustomed  to  soothe  my  hapless  soid 
with  the  hope  of  your  piety.  Despairing  of  myself,  I  rested 
my  exi)cctations  on  you ;  I  advanced  you  as  my  defenders 
against  evil  s])irits,  my  safeguards  against  my  strongest  iov<. 
Now,  since  I  have  approached  the  end  of  my  life,  and  shall 
have  those  eager  to  punish,  who  lured  me  to  sin,  I  entreat 
you  by  your  mother*s  bre;iats,  if  you  liave  any  regard,  any 
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ufTection,  at  least  to  endeavour  to  alleviate  my  torments; 
ftnd,  altliough  you  cannot  revoke  the  sentence  already  passed 
upon  jnjr  aoul,  yet  you  laay,  perhaps,  rescue  my  body,  by 
these  means:  sew  up  my  oorpse  in  the  akin  of  a  stag;  lay 
it  on  }t8  back  in  a  stone  coffin ;  fasten.down  the  lid  with  lead 
and  iron ;  on  this  lay  a  stone,  bound  round  with  three  iron 
ohiiiiis  uf  enormous  weight;  let  tliere  be  psalms  sung  for  j 
fifty  nights,  ami  uia.ssud  «aid  for  an  equal  number  of  days,  | 
to  allay  tlie  ferocious  attacks  of  my  adversaries.    If  1  lie 
thus  secure  for  three  nights,  on  the  fourth  day  bury  your 
motlicr  in  the  ground ;  although  I  fear,  lest  the  earth,  which 
has  been  so  often  burdened  with  my  crimes,  should  refuse  to 
receive  and  cherish  me  in  lier  boaom.*^   They  did  their  ut- 
nioist  to  comply  with  her  injunctions:  but  alas!  vain  were 
j)Uiu.s  tears,  vows,  or  entreaties ;  so  great  Wiis  the  Woman*.'* 
guih,  80  great  the  devil's  violence.    For  on  the  first  two 
nights,  while  tiic  choir  of  priests  was  singing  psalms  around 
the  body,  the  devils,  one  by  one,  with  tlie  utmost  ease 
bursting  open  the  door  of  the  church,  though  closed  with 
an  imnieuse  bolt,  broke  asunder  the  two  outer  chains;  the 
middle  one  being  moi*e  laboriously  wrought,  remained  entire* 
Oil  the  third  night,  about  cock-crow,  the  whole  monastery  j 
Rvniod  to  be  overthrown  from  its  veiy  foundation,  b}'  the 
clamour  of  th(!  aj)ijroachiii«^  enemy.    One  devil,  mora  ter- 
rible ia  appearance  than  the  rest,  and  of  loftier  stature, 
broke  tlie  gates  to  ishivei*s  by  the  violence  of  his  attack. 
The  priests  grew  motionless  with  iear,^  their  hair  stood  on 
end,  and  they  became  spcecliless.    He  proceeded,  as  it  ap* 
pearcd,  with  haughty  step  towanl^  tlie  collin,  and  calling  on 
*he  woman  by  name,  eomniandcd  her  to  rise.    She  rej)lying 
that  {jhc  could  not  on  ai^ctuint  of  the  chains:  "You  ^hull  lie 
loosed,"  said  he,  "and  to  yonr  cost:**  and  directly  he  broke 
the  chain,  which  had  mocked  the  for(H.'ity  of  the  others,  with 
as  little  exertion  as  though  it  had  been  made  of  flax,  lie 
also  beat  down  the  cover  of  the  coflin  with  his  foot,  and 
taking  her  by  tite  hand,  before  them  all»  he  dragged  her  out 
of  th(^  church.   At  the  doors  appeared  a  black  horse,  proudly 
m'i^hin^r,  with  iron  hooks  projecting  over  his  whole  back;  i 
on  wliieh  the  wretched  creature  was  placed,  and,  ininie- 
tliatcly,  with  the  whole  party,  vanished  from  the  eyes  of  the 
*    .Sletcruntquc  comas,  ct  vox  faucibus  htttiit**' — ^Vir^li  Auticid  iii,  48* 
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bcboUers;  her  pitiable  cries,  however,  for  oflBistiince,  were 
heard  for  nearly  the  space  of  four  miles.  No  p(»r8on  will 
(loom  this  incredible,  who  has  read  St.  Gregory's  Dhiluguea;* 
who  tells,  in  his  fourth  book,  of  a  wicked  man  tliut  hud  been 
buried  in  a  chur^cli,  and  was  ca»t  out  of .  doors  nguin  by 
devib.  Among  the  French  also^  what  I  am  about  to  relate 
J8  frequently  mentioned,  Charles  Marte),  a  man  of  je- 
nowned  valour,  who  obliged  the  SaraccnSi  when  they  liail 
invaded  France,  to  retire  to  Spain,  was,  at  his  death,  burled 
in  the  church  of  St,  Denys ;  but  as  he  had  seized  much  of 
the  property  of  almost  all  the  monasteries  in  Franecj  for  the 
purpose  of  paying  his  soldiers,  he  was  visibly  taken  away 
iVoni  liis  tomb  by  evil  spirits,  and  has  nowhere  been  seen 
to  his  day.  At  length  this  was  revealed  to  the  bishop  of 
Orleans,  and  by  him  publiclv  made  known.  -  — 

But  to  return  to  Rome :  (tliere  was  a  citizen  of  this  place, 
youthful,  rich,  and  of  senatorial  rank,  liad  reeently  . 

married  ;  and,  who  calling  together  liis  eonipanioiks,  Lad 
made  a  plentiful  entertainment.    Alter  the  repast,  when  by 
moderate  drinking  they  had  excited  hilarity,  they  went  out 
into  the  iteid  to  pdromote  digestion,  either  by  leaping,  or 
hurling,  or  some  other  e;cerei8C«    The  master  of  the  ban- 
quet, who  was  leader  of  the  game,  called  for  a  ball  to  play 
with,  and  in  the  meantime  placed  the  wedding  ring  on  the 
on t.-!it retched  finger  of  a  brazen  statue  which  .stood  close  at 
hand.    But  when  almost  all  the  others  had  attacked  him 
alone,  tired  with  the  violence  of  the  exercise,  he  left  off 
phiying  first,  and  going  to  resume  his  ring,  he  saw  the  fin- 
ger of  the  statue  clenched  fast  in  the  palm.    Finding,  after 
many  attempts,  that  he  was  unable  either  to  force  it  oil*,  or 
t(j  Iji  eak  the  finger,  he  retired  in  .sih  iiee ;  concealing  tliu 
matter  from  hiu  companions,  lest  they  should  laugh  at  Jiim 
at  the  moment,  or  deprive  him  of  the  ring  when  he  ^v^^3 
gone.    Keturuing  thither  with  some  servants  in  the  dead  of 
night,  he  was  surprised  to  find  the  finger  again  extended, 
mid  the  ring  taken  away.    Dissembling  his  loss,  he  was 
soothed  by  the  blandishments  of  his  bride.    When  the  hour 
of  rest  arrived,  and  he  had  placed  himself  by  the  side  of  his 
spouse,  he  was  conscious  of  something  dense,  and  cloud-liko, 
rolling  between  them,  which  might  be  felt,  though  not  seen, 
There  aro  various  stories  of  tius  kind  in  Gregory's  iiiulogucs. 
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aiid  by  tliis  means  was  imfKided  in  liia  embraces:  he  licarda 
vuiec  too,  buying,  "Embrace  me,  Hinee  you  wedded  me  to- 
day; I  am  Venus,  on  whose  linger  you  put  tlie  ring;  I  luive 
it,  nor  will  I  restore  it."    Terrified  at  such  a  prodigy,  lie 
bad  neither  eoumge,  nor  ability  to  reply,  and  passed  a  sleep* 
li'^iS  night  in  silent  reflection  upon  the  matter.    A  consider- 
able space  of  time  elapsed  in  this  \vay:  as  often  as  lie  was 
desirous  of  the  cmbraees  of  his  wile,  tlie  same  circumstance 
ever  occurred;  tliou«^h  in  other  respects,  Jie  ^\m  perfectly 
equal  to  uny  avocation,  civil  or  military.    At  length,  urged 
by  the  comphiinls  of  his  consort,  he  detailed  the  matter  to 
iter  parents ;  who^  after  deliberating  for  a  time,  disclosed  it 
to  one  Palumbus,  a  suburban  priest.    This  man  was  skilled 
la  uecromaneyi  could  raise  up  magical  figures,  temfy  devib/ 
ihmI  un])el  them  to  do  anything  he  chose.  1  Making  an  ngrec« 
(iient,  that  he  should  till  his  i)urse  most  plentilully,  provided 
he  succeeded  in  i  c  lulering  the  lovers  hnppy,  he  called  u])  all 
the  powers  of  his  art,  and  gave  tlic  young  man  a  letter 
which  he  had  pre|)are(l ;  saying,  "  Go,  at  sueh  an  hour  of 
the  night,  into  the  high  road,  where  it  divides  into  four 
sevei*al  ways,  and  stand  there  in  silent  expectation.  There 
will  pass  b^  human  figures  of  cither  sex,  of  every  age,  rank, 
and  condition ;  sonic  on  horseliack,  some  on  foot ;  some  with 
C'ouiiteiiaaecs  dejected,  others  elated  with  full-swollen  iiiso- 
li'uee;  iu  short,  you  will  ]>ereeive  in  their  looks  and  p^estnres, 
every  syniploui  botii  of  joy  and  of  grief:  though  these  should 
address  you,  enter  into  conversation  with  none  of  .them. 
This  company  will  be  followed  by  a  person  taller,  and  more 
corpulent  than  the  rest,  sitting  in  a  chariot ;  to  liim  you  will, 
in  silence,  give  the  letter  to  read,  and  immediately  your  wish 
will  be  accomplished,  ])rovided  you  act  with  resolution.* 
The  }  oun<^  man  took  the  road  he  was  commanded  ;  and,  at 
night,  btaudiog  in  the  open  air,  experienced  the  trulli  of  the 
priest's  assertion  by  everything  which  he  saw ;  tiiere  was 
nothing  but  wiiat  was  completed  to  a  tittle.    Among  other 
parsing  figures,  he  beheld  a  woman,  in  meretricious  garbi 
riding  on  a  mule ;  her  hair,  which  was  bound  above  ia  a 
golden  fillet,  floated  unconfined  on  her  shoulders;  in  her 
liauil  Was  a  golden  wand,  with  which  she  directed  the  pro- 
gress of  her  beast;  she  was  so  thinly  ehid,  as  to  be  aliDost 
uuked^  and  her  gestures  were  wonderfully  indecent.  But 
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what  need  of  more?  At  last  eame  the  chiefi  in  appearance^. 
whOy  firom  his  chariot  adorned  with  emeralds  and  pearls,  fix- 
ing his  eyes  most  sternly  on  the  young  inan,  JemaiukMl  the 
cause  of  his  presence.  He  made  no  reply,  but  stretching 
out  liis  hand,  gave  him  the  letter.  The  demon,  not  durhig 
to  despi.se  the  well-known  seal,  read  the  ei)istle,  and  iiuinc- 
diately,  lifting  up  his  handd  to  heaven,  Almighty  Gud," 
8aid  he,  **in  whosp  sight  every  transgression  is  as  a  noiisonie 
smell,  how  long  wilt  thou  endure  the  erimes  of  the  priest 
Palumbus  ?**  The  devil  then  directly  sent  some  of  those 
about  liim  to  take  the  ring  by  force  from  Venus,  who  re- 
storctl  it  at  last,  though  with  great  reluctance.  The  young 
i^ifin  thus  obtaining  his  object,  became  possessed  of  his  long 
desired  pleasures  without  farther  obstacle  ;  but  Palumbus, 
on  hearing  of  the  devirs  complaint  to  God  concerning  him, 
understocid  that  the  close  of  Ids  days  was  predicted.  \  In 
consequence,  making  a  pitiable  atonement  by  voUmtarily 
cutting  off  all  his  limbs,  he  confessed  unheard-of  cri^nes 
to  the  pope  in  the  presence  of  the  Konian  people. 

At  that  time  the  body  of  Pallas,  the  son  of  Evauder,  of 
whom  Virgil  speaks,  was  found  entire  at  Rome,  to  the  great 
astonishment  of  all,  for  having  escaped  corruption  iio  many 
sges.  Such,  however,  is  the  nature  of  bodies  cmbalmetl, 
that,  when  tlie  flesh  decay.s,  the  skin  preserves  the  nerves, 
and  the  nerves  the  bones*  The  gash  which  Turnus  had 
made  in  the  middle  of  his  breast  measured  four  feet  and  a 
half.    His  epitaph  was  found  to  this  elFect,  * 

Paliu!!,  KvnndcVs  son,  lies  buriud  horo 
la  order  due^  traiistix'd  by  Turnus'  ipcar. 

Which  epitaph  I  should  not  think  made  at  the  time,  thouph 
Carmentis  the  mother  of  Evander  is  reported  to  have  dis- 
covered the  Roman  letters,  but  that  it  was  composed  by 
Ennius,  or  some  other  ancient  poet.*  There  was  a  burning 
lamp  at  his  head,  constructed  by  magical  art;  so  that  no 

*  The  original  is  as  follows : 

fllitis  Evandri  Pallas,  quem  lancea  Tumi 
Militia  occidit,  more  suo  jacet  hie. 

I  am  unable  to  ts.iy  who  wiia  the  author  of  this  cpij^ram,  but  it  m  not  too 
hazardous  to  usacn  that  it  was  not  compoa<Hl  either  by  £nniut  or  b)-  aajr 
other  aiicient  poet. 


Digitized  by  Googl 


AP.  low.]  PBODIOT  HfiiUtl  NOIUCAK0T.  235 

*  « 

ft 

/violent  blast,  no  dripping  of  water  could  extinguish  it. 
While  many  were  lost  in  admiration  at  this,  one  person,  a3 
there  are  always  some  people  expert  ia  mischief,  made  an 
u|>orture  beneath  the  flame  with  an  iron  style,  which  intro- 
ducing  the  oiri  the  light  Tanished,  The  body,  when  set  up 
against  the  wall,  surpassed  it  in  height,  but  some  days  after- 
wards, iK'ing  drenclicd  with  the  drip  of  the  eves,  it  acknow- 
ledged tlic  I'orruptioQ  common  to  mortals  ;  the  akin  and  the 
nerves  dissolving. 

At  that  time  too,  on  the  confines  of  Brittany  and  Nor- 
mand}',  a  prodigy  was  seen  in  one,  or  more  properly  speak- 
ing, in  two  women  :  there  were  two  heads,  four  arms,  and 
every  other  part  two-fold  to  the  navel ;  beneath,  were  two 
U^s,  two  feet,  and  all  other  parts  single.  While  one  was 
laughing,  eating,  or  speaking,  the  otiier  would  cry,  fust,  or 
remain  silent :  though  both  mouths  ate,  yet  the  excrement 
was  discharged  hy  only  one  passage.  At  last,  one  d}ang,  the 
other  survived,  and  the  living  carried  about  the  dead,  for  the 
space  of  three  years,  till  she  died  also,  through  the  fatigue  of 
the  weight,  and  the  stench  of  the  dead  carcass.*  Many  were 
of  opinion,  and  some  even  have  written,  that  these  women 
repre:5ented  England  and  Normandy,  which,  though  sepa- 
rated by  position,  arc  yet  united  under  one  nnister.  What- 
ever wc-altli  these  countries  greedily  absorb,  flows  into  one 
eonimon  receptacle,  which  is  eitlier  the  covctousness  of 
princes,  or  the  ferocity  of  surrounding  nations.  England, 
yet  vigoroMS,  supports  with  her  wealth  Normandy  now  dead 
and  almost  decayed,  until  she  herself  |)crhap8  shall  fall 
through  the  violence  of  spoilers.  Happy,  if  she  shall  ever 
nguin  breathe  that  liberty,  the  mere  shadow  of  which  she 
has  long  pursued  !  Sliu  now  mourns,  borne  down  with  ca- 
Ininity,  and  oj)pressed  with  exactions  ;  the  causes  of  Avhich 
misery  1  shall  relate,  after  I  liave  despatched  some  things 
pertaining  to  my  subject.  For  since  I  have  hitherto  recorded 
the  civil  a  id  military  transactions  of  the  kings  of  England,  I 

*  Tlicrc  bjema  no  reaHon  to  duubt  the  triitli  of  ihiA  circuniBtancc,  sinc« 
the  exhibition  of  the  Siamese  twins,  the  most  extiaordinnry  Iwuit  nalurm 
that  hiis  occurred  in  the  nineteenth  century.  Mcdicsil  iciencef  aided 
by  comparative  anatomy,  has  a^iccrtuined  thut  the  bodies  of  hoth  mun  and 
the  brute  crention  are  susceptible  of  combinations — not  usually  occurring;  in 
tlie  com  so  of  nature,— which  in  fi>nncr  times  were  thought  impossible,  and 
uft  such  were  univenaUy  disbelieved* 
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may  be  allowed  to  expatiate  somewhat  on  the  Banctlty  ot  cer- 
tain of  them  ;  and  at  tlio  game  time  to  contemplate  what 
splendour  of  divine  love  beamed  on  thia  people^  from' the  first 
dawning  of  their  faith :  since  I  believe  you  can  ho  where 
find  the  bodies  of  so  many  saints  entire  after  death,  1}  i)iryin(; 
the  state  of  final  incorniption.  I  iinugiue  this  to  liavc*.  taken 
place  by  God's  agency,  in  order  that  a  nation,  situated,  as  it 
wore,  almost  out  of  the  world,  should  more  conluleiitly  em- 
brace the  ho  j)e  of  a  resurrection  from  the  conteniplution  of 
the  incorruption  of  the  saints.  There  are,  alto«j;etlier|  five 
which  I  have  known  of>  though  the  residents  in  many  places 
boast  of  more  ;  Saint  Etheldrida,*  and  Werburga»  virgins  i 
king  Edmund  ;  arehbishop  Elphegc  ;f  Cuthbert  the  ancient 
.  father :  wlio  with  skin  and  flesli  unwastod,  and  their  joints 
flcixile,  appear  to  have  a  certaiii  vital  warintli  about  them, 
and  to  be  merely  sh^'ping.  WIio  can  enumerate  idl  t!i(!  other 
Haiuts,  of  different  rank?i  and  professions  ?  whose  names  and 
lives,  sinf^ly  to  describe,  1  have  neitlier  intention  nor  leisure ; 
yet  oh  that  I  miglit  hereafter  have  leisure  !  But  I  will  be 
mlcnti  lest  I  should  seem  to  promise  more  than  I  can  per- 
form. In  consecpicnce,  it  is  not  necessary  to  mention  any  of 
the  commonalty,  but  merely,  imt  to  go  out  of  the  path  of  my 
subject  history,  thii  male  and  female  bclcius  oT  the  royal  stock, 
niost  of  them  irmocently  murdered  ;  and  who  have  biien  con- 
scorated  martyrs  not  by  human  conjecture,  but  hy  divine 
acknowled«pment.  Hence  may  bo  known  how  little  indulj^- 
en(!e  tliey  gave  to  the  lust  of  pleasure,  who  inherited  etcr» 
nai  glory  by  means  of  so  easy  a  deaths 

In  the  former  book,  my  history  dwelt  for  some  time  on  the* 
praises  of  the  most  holy  Oswald,  king  and  martyr  ;  among 
whose  otlier  marks  of  sanctity,  was  this,  which,  according  to 
some  copies,  is  related  in  the  History  of  the  Angles.J  T»i 
the  monastery  at  Sclscy,  which  Wilfrid  of  holy  memory  had 

•  Sometimes  called  St.  Audry.  Slic  wns  nhUeasof  Ely  momi»icry.  St. 
Werl>iirj;;i  was  patronesji  of  Chester  inoiiiiiiterv. 

t  Archhishop  of  Canterbury,  from  a.o.  lOOC  to  1012,  Sco  Sax.  Chro- 
nicle, pp.  4o:j. 

Z  Hede,  book  iv.  clmp.  14.  There  are  some  MSS.  which  want  this 
chapter.  The  former  editor  of  Bcde  AceouiitH  for  it  very  eatisfiictorily  ; 
•tnting  that  a  very  aneicnt  MS.  in  the  Cotton  Collection  Im  a  note  mnrk- 
mg  that  A  leaf  wiis  h  ro  wanting  ;  and  that  thoao  which  wont  the  chapter 
were  truiitcriptA  of  this  imperfect  MS* 
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filled  with  Northumbrian  monka,  u  dreadful  malady  broke 
out,  and  destroyed  numbers  ;  the  remainder  endeavoured  to 
avert  the  jK  stilence  by  a  fast  of  three  days.  On  tlie  weeoiid 
day  of  the  fast,  tiic  blessed  apostles  Peter  and  Paul,  appear- 
ing to  a  youth  who  was  siek  with  the  disorder,  animated  him 
by  observing  :  That  lie  should  not  fear  approaeliing  deatli, 
as  it  would  be  a  termination  of  his  present  ilkiess,  and  an 
entrance  into  eternal  life ;  that  no  other  person  of  that  nton* 
ustery  wtiuUl  die  oi'  this  dLsorder,  because  God  had  gnuituJ 
this  to  thii  iiiLiitb  of  the  noble  kiug  Oswald,  who  was  that 
very  day  sujiprKniting  for  his  countrymen  :  for  it  was  on  tliis 
diiy  tluit  thi;  king,  murdered  by  the  faitliless,  had  in  a  mo- 
ment a.s(;eiuh;d  to  the  heavenly  tribunal :  tliat  they  should 
suareh,  therefore,  in  tiie  scroll,  in  wliich  the  names  of  tlic 
dead  wei*e  written,  and  if  thejr  found  it  so,  they  should  put 
an  end  to  the  fast,  give  loose  to  security  and  juy,  and  suig 
solemn  nmsses  to  God,  and  to  the  holy  king,"  This  vi^iun 
being  (iuu'kly  folhjwcd  by  tlie  death  of  tlic  buy,  and  tlic  amii- 
versiiry  of  the  ni;irtyr  being  found  in  the  inartyrology,  and  at  ' 
the  hume  time  the  cessiitlon  of  the>  disonhu'  being  attested  by 
the  wholii  province,  the  name  of  Oswald  was  from  that  period 
inserted  among  the  martyrs,  whieh  bcdore,  on  account  of  his 
recent  death,  had  only  been  admitted  into  the  list  of  the  faith* 
ful.  Deservedly,  I  say,  then,  deservedly  is  he  to  be  cele* 
brated,  whose  glory  the  divine  approbation  so  signally  mani- 
fested, as  to  or»h?r  him  to  be  dignilied  with  niasse.4,  in  a 
iiiiuiner,  as  1  thiidi,  not  usual  among  men.  The  undoubted  | 
veracity  of  the  historian  pretthnhjs  th(»-  possibility  of  sup-  '; 
)>osing  this  matter  to  be  false  ;  as  does  also  the  blessed  bishup 
Acca,*  who  was  the  friend  of  the  author. 
.  Egbert,  king'  of  Kent,  the  son  of  Krcoubert,  whom  I  iiave  ; 
mentioned  before,  had  some  very  near  relation),  descended  I 
from  the  royal  line  ;  their  names  were  Ethelredf  and  Kthel-. 
bert,  the  sons  of  Krmcnred  hia  uncle.  Apprehensive  that 
th(;y  might  grow  up  with  notions  of  succeeding  to  the  l^ing- 
duin,  and  iLMrt'ul  for  his  safety,  lie  kept  them  about  him  tor 
some  time,  with  very  homely  entertainment :  and,  at  last, 
grudging  them  liis  regards,  he  removed  them  from  bis  courL 

•  Acca,  bishop  oi  ilexham,  a.d.  710,  and  u  great  iricud  uf  venerable 
Bcde,  who  iiiHcribcd  to  hitii  many  uf  hk  work:*, 
t  Or  KlbvrL    Sco  b.  J;  c.  i.  p. 
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Soon  after,  when  they  had  been  secretly  despatched  by  one  ; 
of  his  servants  named  Thunre,  which  ^iguifics  Thunderi  he 
buried  them  under  heaps  of  rubbish|  thinking  that  ^  murder 
perpetrated  in  privacy  would  escape  detection.  Tlie  eye  of 
God  however^  which  no  seerets  .of  the  heart  can  deceive, 
brought  the  innocents  to  light,  vouchmlfing  many  curi^.s  u|><;u 
the  spot ;  until  the  ncighbonrs,  being  roused,  dug  up  tlic 
unsightly  heaps  of  turf  and  rubbish  cast  upon  tlu  ir  bodies, 
and  forming  a  trench  alter  the  niuuncr  of  a  aepulehre,  they 
erected  a  small  church  over  it.  There  they  remained  till  tho 
time  of  king  Edgar,  when  they  were  taken  up  by  St.  Oswald, 
archbishop*  of  Worcester,  and  conveyed  to  the  monastery  of 
liamsey ;  from  which  period,  granting  the  petitions  of  the 
suppliant,  they  have  manifested  themselves  by  many  miracles. 

OlFa  king  of  the  Mercians  murdered  uiuuy  })rrsuus  ufcon- 
8e(|uencc  for  the  security,  as  he  supposed,  of  his  kingdom, 
without  any  dihllnctiou  of  friend  or  foe  ;  among  these  was 
king  Ethelbert  ;|  thereby  being  guilty  of  an  atrocious  out- 
)*nge  against  the  suitor  of  his  daughter.  His  umnerltud 
death,  however,  is  thought  to  have  been  amply  avenged  by 
the  short  reign  of  OlTa's  son.  Imleed  God  signalised  hii 
.  sanctity  by  such  evident  tokens,  that  at  this  verv  day  tho 
episcopal  church  fif  lIc»n?ford  i«  euiisecratiMl  to  his  nnnie. 
Nor  sliould  liny  thing  aj)peiir  idle  or  irrelevant,  which  our 
pious  and  ri^ligious  ancestors  have  either  tolerated  by  their 
silence,  or  conlirnied  by  their  authority. 

What  shall  my  pen  here  trace  worthy  of  St.  Kenelm,  a 
youth  of  tender  age  ?  Kenulf,  king  of  tlie  Mereians,  liU 
father,  had  consigned  him,  when  seven  years  old,  to  his  sisti^r 
Quendrida,  for  the  purpose  of  education.    But  she,  falsely 
entertaining  hopes  of  the  kingdom  for  herself,  gave  her  little 
brother  in  charge  to  a  servant  of  her  household,  with  an 
order  to  despatch  hini.  '  Taking  out  the  innocent,  un  li  i  |ii 
tence  of  hunting  for  his  amusenient  or  recreation,  he  mur- 
dered and  hid  him  in  a  thicket.    But  strange  to  t(tl1,  thi' 
crime  which  had  been  so  secretly  committed  iu  Enghiiul, ; 
gained  publicity  in  Borne,  by  God's  agency:  for  a  dove,!' 
from  heaven,  bore  a  parchment  scroll  to  the  altar  of  St.' 
Peter,  containing  an  exact  account  both  of  his  death  and 

*  He  was  at  the  tiame  time  bishop  of  Worcester,  and  archbishop  of.  York* 

See  b.  i.  c.  4,  p.  78. 
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place  of  buriaL  As  this  was  written  in  tlie  English  language  | 
it  was  *  vainly  attempted  to  be  read  by  the  Romans  and  men  ( 

of  other  luitioiuj  who  were  prc^icnt.    Fortuautely,  howevvir,  j 
mnl  opjiortuiinly,  an  Kngllshniiiii  wu«  at  Imntl,  wlio  tnunlutcd  ' 
the  writiii;^  tt/the  Uomau  people,  into  Latin,  and  gave  occa-  . 
mn  to  the  pope  to  write  a  letter,  to  the  kingB  of  England,  ! 
aG<|Uulnting  iham  with  the  inurtyrdom  of  their  countrymau. ! 
In  eonscqucncn  of  this  the  body  of  the  innoetmt  was  taken  ^ 
up  in  presence,  of  a  numerous  assemblyi  and  removed  to; 
Wiiichcomb,    The  murderous  woman  was  so  indignant  at  the ' 
Viwal  eliaunt  of  the  priests  and  loud  a})[ clause  of  the  liiity, 
that  sli«;  tlini.Ht  out  licr  head  fioia  the  uiinlow  of  the  chaiubttr 
wiicre  bhe  wa:*  slauding,  and,  by  ehauco,  having  in  licr  hanJi 
a  I  waiter,  she  came  in  courae  of  reading  to  tiie  p<aliu  "0 
God  my  praise,'*  which,  fur  I  know  not  wluit  eharm,  reading 
hackwanlM,  she  endeavoured  to  drown  the  joy  of  tlie  choris-. 
tm.   At  that  mumenty  her  eyes;  torn  by  divine  vengeance 
from  their  hollow  sockets,  !»eattered  blood  upon  the  verdC; 
which  runs,    This  is  the  work  of  them  who  defame  mo  to  . 
the  Lonl,  and  who  8p<»iik  evil  a;^;iinst  luy  buul."    Tiiu  marks 
of  her  )>U)(id  are  htill  extant,  piiiviug  tlie  cruelty  of  llic 
wouKin,  and  the  vengeanee  of  (lod.    The  body  of  tlie  little 
Miiiit  irf  very  generally  adorcnl,  uiul  there  is  hardly  any  pluco 
iu  England  more  venerated,  or  where  greater  nunihers  of 
persons  attend  at  the  festival  ;  and  this  arising  from  the  long- 
continued  belief  of  his  sanctity^  and  the  constant  exldbitioa 
of  mirucle.s. 

Nor  shall  my  history  be  wanting  in  thy  praise,  Wistan,* 
Messed  youth,  son  of  Winiund,  aun  of  Withlaf  king  of  the 
Mereians,  and  of  ElllLila,  daughter  of  Ccolwulf,  who  wa.s  the 
uiiele  of  Kenelin  ;  I  will  not,  I  :iuy,  pttss  thee  ov<*r  in  ^ilciiee, 
whom  Berfert  thy  relation  ao  atroeiously  murdered.  AiiJ 
lot  posterity  know,  if  they  deem  this  history  worthy  of  peruiiul* 
that  there  Was  nothing  eartldy  more  praiseworthy  than  your 
«1i.sposition  ;  at  which  a  deadly  assassin  becoming  irritatcdi 
di'spatehed  you :  nor  was  there  any  thing  more  innoa'Ut 
than  your  purity  towards  God  ;  invited  by  whicli,  the  secret 
tTudge  deemed  it  fitting  to  honour  you  :  tor  a  pillar  ui'  ligHtt 
Hout  down  from  heaven,  piercing  the  sable  robe  of  nh^li^t 

*    Concerning  St  Wistan,  eonsult  MSS.  Harl.  225S.  D§  Martyt\»S, 
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.  revealed  the  wickedness  of  the  deep  cavern,  and  bniu-^-lit  to 
view  the  crime  of  the  murderer.    In  consequence,  .Widtana 
venerable  remaind  were  taken  up,  and  by  the  care  of  his  rela- ' 
tious  conveyed  toUe]>endun     at  that  time. a  famoud  monits*  1 
tery,  now  a  villa  belonging  to  the  earl  of  Chesteri  and  its 
glory  grown  obsolete  with  age ;  but  at  present  thou  dwelle^t  j 
at  Evesham,  kindly  favouring  the  petitions  of  such  as  rc'<^urd 
thee. 

Bede  has  related  many  anecdotes  of  the  sanctity  uf  tfic 
kin«^sof  the  East  Saxoiis,  and  East  Ani^K  s,  whose  ^vnealo^y 
I  have  in  the  iirst  book  of  tliis  work  traced  briefly  ;  because 
J  could  no  where  Hnd  a  complete  hi.story  of  the  kings.  I 
nhall  however,  dilate  somewhat  on  8t*  Edmund,  who  held 
dominion  in  East  Anglia,  and  to  whom  the  time  of  Bedc  did 
not  extend.  This  province,  on  the  south  and  east,  is  sur> 
rounded  by  the  ocean  ;  on  the  north,  by  deep  hikes,  and 
stagnant  p(X)ls,  wliieh,  btn:tcliin«^  out  u  vast  di^tanco  in 
length,  with  a  breadth  of  two  or  three  miles,  allurd  abund- 
ance of  lish  for  the  use  of  the  inhabitants  ;  on  the  we^t  it 
is  continuous  with  the  rest  of  the  island,  but  defended  by 
tJje  earth's  being  thrown  Up  in  the  form  of  a  rampart.f  The 
soil  is  admirable  for  pasture,  and  for  hunting  ;  it  is  full  of 
monasteries,  and  large  bodies  of  monks  are  settled  on  the 
islands  of  these  stagnant  waters  ;  the  people  are  a  merry, 
plea.'iant,  jovial  race,  though  apt  to  carry  their  jokes  to  ex- 
cess. Here,  then,  reigned  Ednnmd  ;  a  man  devoted  tu  Ciud, 
ennobled  by  his  descent  from  ancient  king.s,  and  though  he 
presided  over  the  province  in  peace  for  several  years,  yet 
never  tlirough  the  eifinninacy  of  the  times  did  lie  relax  his 
virtue.  Uingwar  and  llubba»  two  leaders  of  the  Danes^came 
over  to  depopuhite  the  provinces  of  tlie  Northumbrians  and . 
East  Angles.  The  former  of  these  seized  the  unresisting 
king,  who  had  cast  away  his  arms  and  was  lying  on  the  | 
ground  in  prayer,  and,  <after  tlie  infliction  of  tortin  es,!  be-  ' 
headed  him.  On  the  death  of  this  saintly  man,  tiie  purity  of' 
his  past  life  was  evidenced  by  unhcard-of  miracles.  The, 
Danes  had  cast  away  the  head»  when  severed  from  the  bod/ 

•  Ilcpton.  f  Thought  to  bo  the  Dcvil'«  Dyke,  on  Ncwmiukct 

Hi-ath. 

t  He  was  tied  to  a  tree,  and  shot  to  death  with  urroivti,    Abbo  VI  t  a- 
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by  the  cruelty  of  the  exebutioiien;  and  it  had  been  Iddden  In  ^ 

a  thickot.    Wliilc  UiA  subjects,  who  had  trucked  the  footsteps  ^ 
of  the  enemy  as  they  depjirted,  were  seeking  it,  intending  to  ' 
solemnize  with  due  honour  the  funeral  ntes  of  tlieir  king, 
Ihcy  were  struck  Avith  the  pleasing  intervention  of  God  :  for 
tlie  lifeless  head  littered  a  voice,  inviting  all  who  were  in 
search  of  it  to  approach.    A  wolf,  a  beast  accustomed  to 
prey  upon  dead  carcasses^  was  holding  it  in  its  paws,  and  . 
j^uurding  it  untouched  ;  whiolf  animal  also,  after  the  manner 
of  a  tame  ereature,,  gently  lullowed  the  hearers  to  the  tomb, 
and  neither   did  nor  reeeived  any  injury.     The  sacred 
body  was  tlien,  for  a  time,  committed  to  tlie  earth  ;  turf 
was  placed  over  it,  and  a  wooden  chapel,  of  trifling  cost, 
erected.    The  negligent  natives,  however,  were  soon  made 
sensible  of  the  virtue  of  the  martyr,  which  excited  their 
listless  minds  to  reverence  him,  hj  the  miracles  which  he 
performed.    And  though  perhaps  the  first  proof  of  his  power' 
may  appear  weak  and  trivial,  yet  nevertheless  I  shall  subjoin 
it.    lie  bound,  with  invisible  bands,  .some  thit  ves  who  had 
endeavoured  to  break  into  the  church  by  night :  this  was 
done  in  the  very  attempt ;  a  pleasant  spectacle  enough,  to 
see  the  plunder  hold  fast  the  tliief,  so  that  he  could  neitlier 
desist  from  the  enterprise,  nor  complete  the  design.    In  con* 
sequence,  Theodred  bishop  of  London,  who  lies  at  St.  Paul's, 
removed  the  lasting  disgrace  of  so  mean  a  structure,  by  build- 
ing a  nobler  edifice  over  those  sacred  limbs,  a\  hieh  evidenced 
tlu^  glory  of  his  unsjiotted  soul»  by  surprising  soundness,  :\ih1 
a  kind  of  milky  whiteness.    The  head,  which  was  formerlyl 
divided  from  the  neck,  is  again  united  to  the  rest  of  the  bodyl 
showing  only  the  sign  of  martyrdom  by  a  purple  seam.  Ono\ 
eircnmstance  indeed  surpasses  human  miracles,  which  is,  that 
the  hair  and  nails  of  the  dead  man  continue  to  grow  :  theso, 
O^wiMi,  a  holy  woman,  used  yearly  to  clip  and  eut,  that  they 
iiii^^ht  be  objects  of  veneration  to  posterity.    Truly  this  was 
a  holy  temerity,  for  a  woman  to  contemplate  and  handle 
limbs  superior  to  the  whole  of  this  world.    Not  so  Lcofstan, 
a  youth  of  l)old  and  untamed  insolence,  who,  with  many  im*  ' 
pertinent  threats,  commanded  the  body  of  the  martjnr  to  be 
shown  to  him  ;  for  he  was  desirous,  as  he  said,  of  settling 
the  uncerUiiiity  of  report  by  the  testimony  of  his  own  eye- 
sight,   lie  paid  dearly,  however,  for  liis  audacious  experi- 
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ment ;  for  he  became  insane,  and  shortly  after^  died^  swornung 
with  vermin.  He  felt  indeed  that  Kdmund  was  now  cupuWa 
q£  doing,  what  he  before  used  to  do  ;  that  is, 

^  To  tparo  the  iuppUant,  but  eonfouad  the  proud,^ 

by  which  means  he  so  complete!/  engaj^ed  the  inhabitants  of 
ail  Britain  to  him»  that  every  person  looked  upon  himself  aa 
particularly  happy»  in  contributing  cither  money  or  gilts  to 
St.  Edmund's  monastery :  even  kings  themselves^  wlio  ruh 
others,  used,  to  boast  of  being  his  servants,  and  sent  him  thcii 
royal  crown ;  redeeming  it,  if  they  wished  to  use  it,  at  s 
groiiL  price.  The  exactors  of  taxes  also,  wlio,  in  otlier  plai  t  s, 
gave  loose  to  injustice,  were  there  suppliant,  and  ceased  their 
cavilling  at  St.  Edmund's  boundary,*  udniouished  thereto  by 
the  punishment  of  others  who  had  presumed  to  overpass  it 

^ly  conuneiidutioiis  shall  also  glance  at  the  names  -  of  some 
maidens  of  the  royal  race»  though  I  must  claim  indulgence 
for  being  brief  upon  the  subject,  not  through  ftistidtousnoss, 
but  because  I  am  unacquainted  with  their  miracles.  Amu 
king  of  the  East  Angles  had  three  daughters,  Kthehlrida, 
Ethelberga,  and  Sexberga.  Etheldrida,  though  inarritMl  tt 
two  husbimds,  yet  by  means  of  saintly  continence,  as  Bcdi 
relates,  without  any  diminution  of  modesty,  without  a  singk 
lustful  inclination^  triumphantly  displayed  to  heaven  the 
palm  of  perpetual  virginity.  Ethelberga,  first  a  nun,  anc 
afterwards  abbess,  in  a  monastery  in  France  ealh;d  Brigis,j 
was  celebrated  for  unblemished  chastity  ;  and  it  is  well  wor- 
thy of  rpmark,  that  as  both  sisters  liad  subdued  the  lusts  oi 
the  flesh  while  livingi  so,  when  dead,  their  bodies  remainec 
uncorrupt,  the  one  in  England,  and  the  other  in  France  :  in< 
somueh,  that  their  sanctity,  which  is  abundantly  resplendent 
may  suffice 

**  To  ciwt  iU  radiance  over  botli  the  poles." 

Sexberga  was  married  to  Erconbert  king  of  Kent,  and 
after  his  death,  took  the  veil  in  the  same  monastery  when 
her  sister  Etheldrida  was  proclaimed  a  saint.  '  She  had  tw< 
daughters  by  king  Erconbert,  Earcongota  and  Eriuenliilda 

^  This  tM>undary  U  said  to  have  been  funned  by  Cnmite,  in  conscquenc 
of  his  father  Sv^eyn  having  been  killed  by  St.  Edniand  in  a  vision  fo 
Aitemptin;;  to  {ihinder  his  territory.  S(;e  Malm,  ilu  ilvnt.  Pontif.  lib,  ii 
C  Idt^i  b.  ediu  Load.  f  Furcmoutier  in  Brie, 
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Of  Ercon^otOy  such  aa  wish  for  information  will  find  it  in 
Pede;*  Ermenhilda  married  Wulfhere^  king  of  the  Mer- 
eiana,  and  iind  a  daughter,  Werburga,  a  most  holy  virgin. 
Both  are  saints :  the  mother,  that  is  to  say,  St.  Krmenhildai 
rc:^tj  at  Ely,  where  she  was  abbess  after  her  mother,  Sex- 
berga  ;  aiui  the  daughter  lies  at  Chester,  in  the  monastery  of 
that  city,  whieh  Hugo  earl  of  Cheater,  ejectini^  a  few  canons 
who  resided  there  in  a  mean  and  irregular  maimer,  has  re- 
cently erected.  The  praises  and  miracles  of  both  these 
women,  and  particularly  of  the  younger,  are  there  ex- 
tolled and  held  in  veneration;  and  though  they  are  fa* 
vourable  to  all  petitions  without  delay,  yet  arc  they  more 
especially  kind  and  assistant  to  the  supplications  of  women 

Mrn  wuhl  the  brother  of  Wulfhere,  by  Ermenburga,  the 
daugliter  of  Ennenrcd  brother  of  Ereonbert  king  of  Kent, 
had  two  daughters:  Mildntlia  and  Jjilburga.  Mildritha, 
dedieuting  lierself  to  celibacy,  ended  lieFdays  in  the  Isle  of 
Thaaet  in  Kent,  which  king  Egbert  had  given  to  her  mo- 
ther, to  atone' for  the  murder  of  her  brothers,  Ethetred  and 
Etlielbert.j'  In  after  times,  being  transl'ei  red  to  St.  Augus- 
tine's monastery  at  Canterbury,  she  is  there  honoured  by  the 
marked  attention  of  the  monks,  and  celebrated  e(|uully  for 
her  kindness  and  alFability  to  all,  as  her  name^  implies.  And 
although  almost  every  coi*ner  of  that  monastery  is  tilled  with 
the  bodies  of  saints  of  great«nnmc  and  merit,  any  one  of. 
•  which  would  l>e  of  itself  suiHcieni  to  irradiate  all  England, 
yet  no  one  is  tliere  mure  revered,  more  loved,  or  more  grate- 
fully renrciubcred  ;  and  she,  turning  a  deaf  ear  to  none  who 
love  her,  is  present  to  them  in  the  salvation  of  their  souls. 

Milburga  reposes  at  Wenloek  :§  formerly  well  known  to  the 
ncighl)ouring  inhabitants ;  but  for  some  time  after  the  arri- 
val of  the  Normans,  through  ignorance  of  the  place  of  her 
burial,  she  was  neglected.   Lately,  however,  a  convent  of 

•  Hist.  Eccl.  b.  iii.  c.  0,  p.  122. 

+  lu  1>.  i,  e.  1,  p.  I  f),  it  ia  said  tlio  cnmjK'nsfition  for  their  murder  was  made 
to  their  uiotlier  ;  Init  here  she  i^i  tailed  their  sister,  which  i»  llie  ^t  iicr.vl  ac- 
count. When  it  wna  left  tu  her  to  estimate  this  compenoation  (i.  e,  tlieir 
weregild),  Bhc  uHkcd  tis  much  land  as  her  Htug  should  coitiiuu>8y  atone 
cuuTBc,  ill  the  lute  of  Thaiiet ;  where  she  founded  the  monastcTy  of  Min- 
8tcr.  Vide  W.  Thorn.  qoK  l01U,aiid  Nat.iteS.  Mildr>t]iu.-  (t>axoi»ici:),  MSi. 
Cott.  U%  A.  XIV.  4.  t    Mild"  gentJe.         i  lu  bliroiNOiiie. 
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Clugniac  monks  being  established  tliere,  wliile  a  new^fiurchl 
was  erecting,  a  certain  boy  running  violently  along  the  pave* 
stent)  broke  into  the  hollr>w  of  the  yault^  and  discovered  the 
body  of  the  virgin  ;  when  a  balsamic  odour  pervading  the 
whole  church,  she  was  taken  up,  and  performed  so  innny 
miracles,  that  the  people  ilwkcd  tliither  in  great  inultitudcs. 
Larjjre  .sproadinpr  plains  could  liardly  contain  the  troops  of 
pilgrims,  wluie  rich  and  ^ioor  came  side  by  sidCi  one  common 
faith  impelling  all*    Nor  did  the  event  deceive  their  expect*; 
ations :  for  no  one  departed,  without  either  a  perfect  cure^ 
or  considerable  abatement  of  his  malady,  and  some  were  even , 
healed  of  the  king's  evil,  by  the  merits  of  tliis  virgin,  wheaj 
medical  assistance  was. unavailing. 

Edward  the  Elder,  of  whom  I  have  before  ^polu  n  tit  Inrj^o, 
had  by  his  wife  Edgiva,  several  daughters.  Among  these 
was  Eadburga,  who,  when  she  was  scarcely  three  years  old, 
gave  a  singular  indication  of  her  future  sanctity;  Her  fa- 
tiier  was  ineliiied  to  try  whether  the  little  girl  was  inclined* 
to  God,  or  to  the  world,  and  had  placed  in  a  chamber  the 
symbols  of  different  professions  ;  on  one  side  a  chalice,  and 
the  frospels  ;  on  the  other,  bracelets  and  necklaces.  Hither 
the  child  was  brou<j^ht  in  the  arms  of  her  indulgent  attcnthint, 
and,  sitting  on  her  father's  knee,  was  desired  to  choose  which 
she  pleased.  Rejecting  the  earthly  ornaments  with  stern 
regard,  she  instantly  fell  prostrate  before  the  chalice  and  the 
gos[}fd>«,  and  worshipped  them  with  infant  adoration.  Tlio 
company  present  exclaimed  aloud,  and  fondly  hailed  the 
prospect  of  the  cliild's  future  sunetity  ;  her  father  enibiuced 
the  infant  in  a  manner  still  more  endearing.  "  Go,"  said  he, 
"whither  the  Divinity  calls  thee;  follow  with  prosperous 
Rtcps  the  spouse  whom  thou  liast  chosen,  and  truly  blessed 
shall  my  wife  and  myself  be,  if  we  ai'e  surpassed  in  holiness 
by  our  daughter,**  When  clothed  in  the  garb  of  a  nun,  she 
gained  the  aiTection  of  all  her  female  companions,  in  the  city 
of  Winchester^  by  the  mnrked  attention  she  paid  tlienu  Nor 
did  the  greatness  of  her  birtli  elevate  her ;  as  she  esteemed 
it  noble  to  stoop  to  the  service  of  Christ.  Her  sanctity  in- 
creased with  her  years,  her  humility  kept  pace  %vith  her 
growth ;  so  that  she  used  secretly  to  steal  away  the  socks  of 
the  several  nuns  at  night,  and,  carefully  washing  and  anoint-  . 
ing  them,  lay  them  again  upon  their  beds.  Wherefore, 
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-  though  God  signalized  her,  vhile  Uvingi  by  many  miraclea,  i 
*  yet  I  more  particularly  bring  forward  thte  drcumstaiice,  to 
bliuw  that  charity  be^an  utl  her  works,  and  humility  com- 

])leted  theai  :  and  j'mally,  many  miracles  in  lier  life-time,  and 
biucc  iier  death,  eoiilinii  the  devotiori  of  lier  heart  uiid  the! 
incorrupt nes:i  of  her  body,  which  the  attendants  at  licr' 
churchcH  at  Winehehter  'an4  Vcr»horc  relate  to  audi  aa  are 
unacquainted  with  them. 

St  lulitbay  the  daughter  of  lung  Edgar,  ennoble^  with  | 
her  reliespnie*  monastery  of  Wilton,  where  she  was  buried, 
and  cherishes  that  place  witli  her  i^  t^urd,  where,  trained  from 
her  iul'aney  in  the  .school  of  tlic  ]x)rd,  she  gained  his  iUvuur 
by  unsullied^virginity,  and  constant  watchings  :  repressing*  ' 
the  ^ride  of  lier  lugh  birth  by  her  humility.    I  have  heard 
one  circumstance  of  her,  from  persons  of  elder  days,  which 
greatly  staggered  the  opiniouD  of  meu  :  for  she  led  tbem  into 
fulse  conclusions  from  the  splendour  of  her  costly  dress; 
being  always  habited  in  richer  t^arb  than  the  sanctity  of  her 
pro(rs>ion  seemed  to  require,  /On  this  account,  beuig  o|)enly 
rebuked  by  St.  Ethelwold,  she  is  reported  to  have  ans\vered 
with  equal  )K)int  and  wit,  that  the  judgment  of  God  Wiis 
true  and  irreirugable,  wliile  tiiut  of  man,  alone,  was  fallible  \  \ 
for  pride  might  exist  even  under  the  garb  of  wretchedness ; 
wherefore,    1  thiuk,"  said  she,    that  a  uiind  may  be  as  pure  \ 
beneath  these  vestments,  as  under  your  tattcfred  furs."  The 
bishop  was  deeply  struck  by  this  speech  ;  admitting  its  truth 
by  his  silence,  and  blushing  with  pleasure  that  he  had  beca 
chastised  by  the  sparkling  repartee  of  the  lady,  he  held  his 
peace.    St,  Dunstan  had  observed  her,  at  the  consecration  of 
the  church  of  St*  Denys,  which  she  had  built  out  of  atlectiou 
to  that  martyr,  frecjuently  stretcliing  out  her  right  thmub^ 
and  making  the  sign  of  the  cross  upon  her  foi^eliead ;  and 
being  extremely  delighted  at  it,  "'May  this  finger,**  he  ex- 
claiuied,  ''never  see  corruption:"  and  immediately,  while  *' 
celebrating  mass,  he  burst  into  such  a  lloiid  of  tears,  that  he 
alarmed  with  his  faltering  voice  an  assistant-  standing  near 
him  ;  who  inquiring  the  reason  of  it,    Soon,"  said  he,  shall 
tlus  blooming  rose  wither  ;  soon  shall  this  beloved  bird  tuke 
its  flight  to  God,  after  the  expiration  of  six  weeks  from  tliifl 
time/*   The  truth  of  the  prelute*s  prophecy  was  very  shortly 
fulfilled  ;  for  on  the  appointed  day^  this  noble,  lirmly -minded 
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lady,  expired  in  her  prime,  at  the  age  of  twenty-three  years.  | 
Soon  jiftcr,  the  same  siunt  saw,  in  a  dream,  St.  Denya  kindly ,  | 
taking  the  virgin  by  the  hand,  and  strictly  enjoiningi  by  j 
divine  coinmandy  that  she  should  be  honoured  by  her  servants  j 
on  earth,  in  the  same  manner  as  nhe  was  venerated  by  her/ 
spouse  and  master  in  heaven.   Mti*acles  multiplying  at  her  I  I 
tomb,  it  was  ordered,  that  her  virgin  body  should  be  taken  ^ 
up,  and  exalted  in  a  shn'ne  ;  when  the  whole  of  it  was  Ibuiul  i  , 
rccsolveJ  into  dust,  except  the  finger,  with  the  abdomen  and 
pans  iuljufcnt.    In  consequence  of  which,  some  debate  ari- 
sing, the  virgin  herself  appeared,  in  a  dreami  to  one  of  those 
who  had  seen  her  remains,  saying,    It  was  no  wonder,  if!  the 
other  parts  of  the  body  had  decapred,  since  it  was  customary 
for  dead  bodies  to  moulder  to  their  native  dust,  and  she,  pur-i 
haps,  as  a  girl,  had  sinned  with  those  members  ;  but  it  was^ 
lugldy  just,  that  tlie  abdomen  should  sec  no  (  orruption  wliicli! 
had  never  felt  the  sting  of  hist ;  a.s  she  liad  been  entirely  free; 
from  gluttony  or  carnal  copulation.** 

Truly  both  these  virgins  support  their  roPi>oc't5ve  monas- 
teries by  their  merits ;  each  of  them  being  (illed  with  large. 
.  assemblies  of  nuns,  who  answer  obediently  to  the  call  of  their 
mistresses  and  patronesses,  inviting  them  to  virtue.  Iluppy 
the  man,  who  beconit  s  partaker  of  those  virgin  orisons  which 
the  Lord  Josus  favours  with  kind  regard.  For,  as  I  Jiave 
remarked  of  the  nuns  of  Shaftesbury,  ail  virtues  have  long 
since  quitted  the  earth,  and  retired  to  heaven  ;  or,  if  any 
where,  (but  this  I  must  say  with  the  permission  of  holy 
men,)  are  to  be  found  only  in  the  liearts  pf  nuns ;  and  surely 
those  women  arc  higldy  to  be  praised,  who,  regardless  of  the 
weakness  of  tlieir  sex,  vie  with  each  other  in  the  preservation 
of  th<Mr  continence^  and  by  such  means  ascend,  triumphant, 
to  heaven. 

•  I  tliink  it  of  importance  to  have  been  acquainted  witli  many 
.  of  the  royal  family  of  cither  sex ;  as  it  may  be  gathered 
from  thenc'o  that  king  Edward,  concerning  whom  I  was 
speaking  before  I  digressed,  by  no  means  degenerated  fi'om 
tlie  virtues  of  his  ancestors.  In  fact  he  was  ii\med  both  for 
miracles,  and  for  the  spirit  of  prophecy,  as  I  shall  liercaftcr 
relate.  In  the  exaction  of  taxes  he  was  sparing,  and  ho 
abominated  the  insolence  of  collectors :  in  eating  and  • 
drinking  he  was  free  from  the  voluptuousness  wluch  his 
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aUte  allowed  t  on  the  more  Bolemn  festivnl;^,  though  dressed 
in  robes  interwoven  with  gold,  which  the  qticcn  had  most 
splendidly  embroidered,  jet  still  he  had  such  forbearance^ 
as  to  be  auffidently  migestict  without  being  haughty ;  oon* 
mdering  in  .Buch  matteni,  rather  the  bounty  of  G<3,  than  the 
pomp  of  the  world.  There  was  one  earthly  enjoyment  in 
.whieh  he  chiefly  <lelighted  ;  which  was,  huntinc^  with  Heet 
hounds,  whose  openiii«^  in  the  woods  he  used  with  pleasure 
lo  enconraj^o  :  and  nj^ain,  with  the  pouncing  of  birds,  whose 
nature  it  is  to  prey  on  their  kindred  species.  In  thefie 
exercises,  nffer  hearing  divine  flervice  in  the  morning,  he 
employed  himself  whole  days.  In  other  respecter  he  was  a 
man  by  choice  devoted  to  God,  and  lived  the  life  of  an  angel 
in  the  administration  of  his  kingdom.  To  the  |K)or  and  to 
the  stranger,  more  especially  foreigners  and  men  of  relifrious 
orders,  he  was  kind  in  invitation,  munifieent  in  his  presents,  ' 
and  constantly  exciting  the  monks  of  hi^r  own  country  to 
imitate  their  holiness.  *  He  was  of  a  becoming  stature;  his 
beard  and  hair  milk-white  $  his  countenance  florid ;  fair 
tliroiigliout  his  whole  person ;  and  his  form  of  admirable 
proportion. 

The  liappiness  of  his  times  had  been  revenled  in  a  dream 
to  Brithwin  bishop  of  Wilton,  who  had  made  it  public 
For  in  the  time  ot*  Canute,  when,  at  Glastonbury,  he  waa 
once  intent  on  heavenly  watchings,  and  the  thouglit  of  the 
near  extinction  of  the  royal  race  of  the  .Angles,  which 
freipiently  distressed  him,  came  into  his  mind,  aleep  stole 
upon  him  thus  meditating ;  when  behold !  he  was  rapt  oq 
high,  and  saw  Peter,  the  eliiet'  of  the  ai)Ostlcs,  consecrating 
Kdward,  who  at  that  time  was  an  exile  in  Normandy,  king  ; 
his  chaste  life  too  was  point<'d  out,  and  tlie  exnet  period 
of  his  reign,  twenty-four  years,  determined;  and,  when 
incpiiring  about  his  posterity,  it  was  answered,  "The 
kingdom  of  the  English  belongs  to  God ;  after  you  lie  will^ 
provide  a  king  according  to  his  pleasure." 

But  now  to  speak  of  his  miracles.  A  young  woman  had 
married  a  husband  of  her  own  age,  but  having  no  issue  by 
the  union,  the  humours  collecting  abundantly  about  her  neck, 
she  had  contracted  a  sore  disorder  ;  the  glands  swelling 
in  a  dreadful  manner.  Admonished  in  a  dream  to  have  the 
part  aifected  washed  by  the  king,  she  entered  the  palace,  and 
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the  king  himself  falfilled  thb  kboiir  of  lave^  by  rubbing  the 
womim^s  neck  with  his  fingers  dipped  in  water.  Joyoua 
health  followed  bis  healing  linnd  :  the  lurid  skin  opened,  so  ] 
that  worms  flowed  out  with  the  purulent  matter,  and  the^ 
tumour  subsided.    But  as  the  orifice  of  the  ulcers  was  large  i 
and  unsightly,  lie  coinniuiuled  her  to  ho  supported  at  the  \ 
royal  expense  till  she  should  be  perfectly  cured.    However,  j 
before  a  week  was  expired,  u  fair^  new  skin  returned^  and 
*  hid  the  scars  so  completely^  that  nothing  of  the  original  1 
wound  could  be  discovered :  and  within  a  year  becoming  the  | 
mother  of  twins,  she  increased  the  admiration  of  Edward's  j 
holiiiLSi.    Those  who  knew  hiui  more  intimately,  airirm  tliat  > 
he  often  cured  this  complaint  in  Normandy :  whence  appears- 
how  false  is  their  notion,  who  in  our  times  assert,  that  tlic 
cure  of  this  disease  does  not  proceed  from  |jersouai  suuctity^l 
but  from  hereditary  virtue  in  the  royal  line. 

•  A  certain  man,  blind  from  some  unknown  mischance,  had 
persisted  in  asserting  about  the  palace,  that  ho  should 'be 
cured,  if  lie  could  touch  ids  eyes  with  the  water  in  which] 
the  king's  hands  liad  been  washed.    Tliis  was  frequently f 
related  to  Edward,  who  derided  it,  and  louked  angrily  on  the' 
persons  who  mentioned  it ;  confessing  himself  a  sin  nor,  aiul 
that  the  works  of  holy  men  did  not  belong  to  him.    iUit  tho 
senrants»  thinking  this  a  matter  not  to  be  neglected,  tried  the| 
experiment  when  he  was  ignorant  of  it,  and  was  praying  in! 
church.    Tlie  instant  the  blind  man  was  washed  with  the| 
water,  the  long^cnduriug  darkness  fled  from  his  eyes,  nndj 
they  were  filled  with  joyful  light;  and  the  king,  iiupiiringi 
the  cause  of  the  grateful  claniour  of  the  by-standers^  was 
informed  of  the  fact.     Presently  afterwards,  when,  by 
thrustuig  his  fingers  towards  tlic  eyes  of  the  man  he  had! 
cured,  and  perceiving  him  draw  back  his  head  to  avoid, 
them,  he  had  made  proof  of  his  sight,  he,  witli  uplifted  handsj 
returned  tlianks  to  God.   In  tlie  same  way  he  cured  a  blind 
man  at  Lincoln,  who  survived  him  many  years,  a  proof  of\ 
the  royal  miracle. 

Tlmt  you  may  know  tlio  jKirfect  virtue  of  this  jh  Inc(^,  in 
the  power  of  hcalin;^  more  especially,  I  shall  add  something 
whicii  will  excite  your  wonder.  Wulwin,  sunuimeil  Spi He- 
corn,  the  son  of  Wulmar  of  Nutgareshale,  was  one  day 
cutting  timber  in  the  wood  of  Bruelle,  and  indulging  in  a 
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long  »lccp  after  his  labour,  lie  lost  liis  right  for  seventeeii 

ycarti,  iVom  the  blood,  txa  I  imagine,  htagimting  about  liis  ' 
eyed :  at  the  tind  of  this  time,  he  was  admonished  in  a 
Ureuiu  to  go  rouud  to  eighty-seven  churehcs,  and  eaniestly 
entreat  a  cure  of  his  blindnes:>  from  the  baints.  At  last  he 
came  to  the  king's  court,  where  he  remained  for  a  long  time^ 
in  Tain»  in  opposition  to  the  attendants,  at  the  vestibale  of 
Iu9  chamber.  lie  atill  continued  importunate^  however^ 
without  bcnng  deterred,  till  at  last,  after  much  diflieulty,  he 

udinitlcd  by  order  of  the  king.  When  he  had  heard  the  ' 
tlicam,  he  niiUlly  answered,  "By  niy  lady  St.  Mary,  I  sliall  ' 
be  truly  grateful,  if  Hod,  tlirou;;!i  my  nieuaSi  shall  choose  to 
take  pity  upon  a  wretched  creature.**  In  conseciuencei, 
tliou<;h  he  liad  no  conlidenee  in  himself,  witli  respect  to 
niiracies,  yet,  at  the  instigation  of  his  {servants,  he  placed  liia 
hand,  dipped  in  water,  on  the  blind  man.  In  a  moment  the 
blood  dripi>ed  plentifully  from  his  eyes,  and  the  man,  restored 
to  si«jlit,  exclaimed  with  rapture,  "I  see  you,  O  king  !  I  see 
)uu,  U  Iviug!"  In  this  recovered  state,  he  liiid  charge  of 
tlic  royal  palace  at  Wiinlsor,  for  there  the  cure  hud  been 
pLTformed,  for  a  long  time  ;  surviving  his  restorer  several 
years.  On  the  same  day,  from  the  same  water,  tliree  blind 
aicn,  and  a  man  with  one  eye,  wlio  were  supported  ou  the* 
royal  arms,  received  a  eure  ;  the  servants  administering  the 
healing  water  witli  perfect  confidenee. 

On  Gaster-day,  he  was  sitting  at  table  at  Westminster, 
with  the  crown  on  his  lufad,  and  surrounded  by  u  crowd  of 
nuhles.    While  the  rest  were  *rreedily  eating,  and  making  up 
lur  tlic  long  fast  of  Lent  by  the  newly  provided  viands,  he, 
with  mind  abstracted  from  earthly  things,  was  absorbed  in 
the  contemplation. of  some  divine  matter,  when  ]>resenily  he 
excited  the  attention  of  the  guests  by  bursting  into  profuse 
laughter :  and  us  none  presumed  to  in([uire  into  the  cause  of  his 
.  juy,  he  remained  silent  as  before,  till  satiety  had  put  an  end 
to  the  bancjuet.    After  the  tables  were  removed,  and  us  he  • 
Was  unrobing  in  his  chamber,  three  persons  of  rank  followed  , 
hiia  ;  of  these  earl  Harold  was  one,  the  siit  ond  was  aii  abhat, 
and  the  third  a  bishop,  who  presuming  on  their  intimacy  ' 
u >l;*'d  tin;  cause  of  his  laughter,  observing,  that  it  seemed  just' 
mutter  of  astouisliment  to  see  him,  in  such  perfect  tranquillity 
both  of  tii^e  and  oceupation,  burst  into  a  vulgar  laugh,  whiter 
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all  otiiers  were  silent    "I  saw  something  wonderful,"  mid 

he,  "and  therefore  I  did  not  laugh  without  a  cause."  At 
tliia,  as  lA  tlie  custom  of  mankind,  thoy  began  to  inquire  and 
search  into  the  matter  more  earnestly,  entreating  that  he 
would  condescend  to  disclose  it  to  th(»Tn.  After  mueli  rehir.t* 
ance,  he  yielded  to  their  persevering  soUcitationa,  and  re- 
lated tlie  following  wonderful  eircnmstance,  saying,  that  the 
■  Seven  Sleepers  in  mount  Ccelius  had  now  lain  for  two  hun* 
dred  years  on  their  right  side,  but  that,  at  the  very  honr  ofl 
his  laughter,  they  turned  upon  their  left;  that  Ihey  wouMi 
continue  to  lie  in  this  manner  for  seventy-four  years,  which' 
would  be  a  dreadful  omen  to  wretched  mortals.    For  every; 
tbinj^  would  come  to  pass,  in  these  seventy-four  years,  which 
the  Ix>rd  had  foretold  to  his  disciples  concerning  the  end  of 
tlic  world ;  nation  would  rise  against  nation,  and  kingdom ; 
.Against  kingdom;  earthquakes  v/ould  be  in  divers  places;; 
pestilence  and  famine,. terrors  from  heaven  and  great  si^ns; ' 
changes  in  kingdotns  ;  wars  of  the  gentiles  against  the  Clu  is- 
tians,  and  uLsu  victories  of  the  Christians  over  the  pagans, 
l^lating  these  matters  to  his  wondering  auilu  nce,  lie  de- 
scanted on  the  passion  of  tliesc  sleepers,  and  the  make  of' 
their  bodies,  though  totally  unnoticed  in  history,  as  readily 
as  though  he  had  lived  in  daily  intercourse  with  them.  On 
hearing  this  tlie  earl  sent  a  knight;  the  bishop  a  clergyman i 
and  the  abbat  a  monk,  to  Maniches  the  Constantino]K>litaD 
emperor,  to  investigate  the  truth  of  his  declaration ;  addini^ 
letters  and  presents  from  the  king.    After  being  kindly 
entertained,  Maniches  sent  them  to  the  bishop  of  KjdiesuH, 
giviirg  them  at  the  same  time  what  is  called  a  holy  letter, 
tliat  tUi".  niartyr-relies  of  the  Seven  Sleepers  should  he  shown 
to  the  delegates  of  the  king  of  England.*   It  fell  out  timt 

♦  The  Seven  Sleepers  were  inhabitants  of  Ephesus  ;  six  were  persons  of 
some  eoTistTjncnce,  the  seventh  their  servant.  Dnriiip;  the  Decian  jhtsccu- 
tion  Ihey  retired  to  a  cave,  wlicnee  they  despatched  tlieir  attciulant  ucca ^inn- 
ally  to  purcliiise  food  for  them.  Deeiiis,hearin<^  this,  ordered  tlie  mouth  of  tlie 
rrave  to  1»e  stopped  up  while  the  fugitives  were  hloepin^'.  A  licr  a  hip-^.'  of  mhw 
Iiundre}!  years,  a  part  of  the  masonry  at  the  mouth  of  the  cave  fallinir,  the 
light  flowing;  In  awakened  them.  Thinking  they  had  enjoyed  n  good  ni;;;ht't 
rtMt,  they  deflputched  their  ttcrvuni  tu  buy  provision,  liu  Itmln  alt  np^Knir 
strange  In  £phesu8,  and  a  wldiubical  dialogue  takes  plaee,  the  citizens 
aeeuiiing  him  of  havin*;  found  hidden  treasure,  he  persisting  that  he  oAVri'd 
the  current  coin  of  the  empire.  At  length  the  attention  of  the  emperor 
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the  prt*8ii*^e  of  king  Edward  wa«  proved  by  all  the  Greek:', 
who  could  swear  they  had  heard  from  their  fathers  tliat  the 
men  were  lying  on  their  riglit  side;  hut  after  the  entrance  of 
the  English  into  the  vault,  they  published  the  truth  of  the 
foreign  prophecy  to  their  countrymen*    Nor  wns  it  lung  be- 
fore the  predicted  evils  came  to  pass ;  for  the  Ilagareuts  aiid 
Arabs,  and  Turks,  nations  averse  to  Christ,  making  havoc  of 
the  CbriHtians,  overran  Syria,  ami  L}  cia,  and  Asia  Minor 
alt<)jf<'tlior,  devastating  nuiny  citic  s  loo  of  Asia  Major,  amonf^  . 
which  was  Kphesun,  and  even  Jerusalem  itself.   At  the  same  j 
time,  on  the  death  of  Maniches  emperor  of  Constantinople,,  i 
Diogenes,  and  Michaelius,  and  Bueinaeius,  and  Alexius,  in  f 
turn  hurled  each  other  Iieadlong  from  the  throne ;  the  last  of/ 
nvhom,  continuing  till  our  time,  left  for  heir  Itis  son  John  more' 
noted  for  cunning  and  deceit  than  worth.    He  contrived 
many  Imrtful  plots  against  t!ic  pilgrims  on  their  saered  jour- 
ney; but  venernting  the  iidclity  of  the  English,  he  showed 
them  every  civility,  and  transmitted  his  regard  for  them  to 
his  son,*    In  the  next  seven  years  were  three  popc^,  Victor, 
Stephen,  Kicholus,f  who  diminished  tlie  vigour  of  the  papacy 
by  their  successive  deaths.  Almost  immediately  afteru'ard»  toq 
died  Henry,  the  pious  emperor  of  the  Koniuns,  and  had  for  siie<^ 
cesser  Henry  his  son,  who  brought  many  calamities  on  the  city 
of  Kuine  by  bis  fully  and  bis  w'k  kedness.    The  saiiii*  y«'Jir 
Ilcury,  kiii«,'  of  France,  a  good  and  aetive  warrior,  died  by  poi- 
Hon,  Soon  afu  r  a  eoinet,  a  stni*  (1i*ii(>lin|^%  as  tliey  say, elian^i^e  in 
kingdoms,  appeared  trailing  its  extended  and  iiery  troiuaion^ 
the  sky.    AVberefore  a  certain  monk  of  our  monastery,^  by 
name  filn'.er,  bowing  down  with  terror  at  the  sight  of  the\ 
hrilliunt  star^  wisely  exc^hiimcd,  *^Thou  art  come!  anuitter  of\ 
lamentation  to  many  a  mother  art  thou  come ;  I  have  seen 

is  oxcitctl,  unU  he  goes  in  company  with  tlie  hibbop  to  vibit  them.  Ther 
Rlate  tiieir  vtnry  and  shurtly  after  cxjure.  In  consi-tiuencc  of  the  mimcle 
tiicy  were  coiit»idert*d  an  murlyn*  Sou  CiipKiave,  Lei{en^a  Nova, 
*  On  the  Nonnnn  conquest  many  English  flvd  to  Conatantinoplea  where 

they  Wi'Tii  eagerly  received  hy  Alexius,  and  opposed  to  tho  Nomuins  under 
Kobert  (luihcard,    Orderie.  Vitalis,  p. 

t  Victor  II.  succeeded  Leo IX.  in  1056,  and  died  in  1057.  Stephen  or 
rrcderic,  bnjtlit  r  uf  duke  fJoiK  froi,  MKceeded  Victor  11«  oa  tho  itecood  of 
August,  1(J57,  and  Nicolaus  betanK-  pi»pu  in  1059, 

t  That  iH,  ui  Malmebbury.  'Huh  Klmcr  la  not  .to  bo  cossfoundcd  uith 
illiuuf  or  Aiiuicr  prior  of  Canterbury. 
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thee  long  since;  but  I  now  behold  theo  much  more  terrible, 
threatening  to  hurl  destruction  on  this  country.**  He  was  a' 
man  of  good  learning  lor  those  times,  of  mature  age,  atnl  in  his 
early  youth  had  hazarded  an  attempt  of  singular  tcmerityj 
lie  liad  by  some  contrivance  fastened  wings  to  his  hands  anj 
feet,  in  order  that,  looking  upon  the  fable  as  true,  he  migbli 
fiy  like  Dscdalus,  and  colleeting  the  air  on  the  summit  of  a 
tower,  had  flown  for  more  than  the  distance  of  a  furlong; 
but,  agitated  by  the  violence  of  the  wind  and  the  <mrrent  of 
air,  as  well  as  by  the  consciousness  ot*  his  rash  attempt,  he 
fell  and  broke  his  legs,  and  was  lau>e  ever  after.  lb;  used 
to  relate  as  the  cause  of  his  failurCy  his  forgetting  to  jnovide 
himself  a  tail. 

Another  prophecy  similar  to  this,  Edward  uttered  when 
dying,  whieh  I  shall  here  anticipate.  When  he  had  kiin  two 
days  speechless,  on  the  third,  sadly  and  deeply  sighing  as  lie 

awoke  from  his  torpor,  "  Almighty  God,"  said  lie,  "  as  this  . 
sliall  be  a  real  vision,  or  a  vain  illusion,  whieh  1  have  scun, 
grant  me  the  powor  of  explaining  it,  or  not,  to  tlu^  by- 
standers*"   Soon  alter  speaking  fluently,  "1  saw  just  now," 
jeonttnued  he,  "two  monks  near  me,  whom  formerly,  when 
a  youth  in  Normandy,  I  knew  both  to  have  lived  in  a  most 
religious  manner,  and  to  have  died  like  perfect  Christians. 
These  men,  announcing  themselves  as  the  messengers  of  God, 
Bpuke  to  the  following  effect  :  *  Since  the  chiefs  of  l^i'^lund, 
the  dukes,  bishops,  and  abbat"*,  urL»  not  the  minist(Ms  ofiioJ, 
but  of  the  devil,  God,  after  your  death,  has  delivered  tliii 
kingdom  for  a  year  and  a  day,  into  the  bund  of  the  memy, 
und  devils  shall  wander  over  all  the  land.'    And  when  I  said 
that  I  would  show  tlHise  things  to  my  people  ;  and  promised 
that  they  should  liberate  themselves  by  repentance,  after  tho 
old  example  of  the  Nincvites  ;  *  Neither  of  tliese,*  said  tlicy, 
^  shall  take  phice  ;  for  they  will  not  repent,  nor  will  God 
liave  mercy  on  them.'    When  then,  said  I,  may  cessation 
from  such  great  calamities  be  hoped  for?    They  replied, 
*  Whenever  a  green  tree  shall  he  cut  through  tho  middle,  and,' 
tha  part  cut  oil',  being  carried  the  space  of  three  acres  iVotaj 
the  trunk,  shall,  without  any  assistance,  become  again  united, 
to  its  stem,  bud  out  with  flowers,  and  stretch  forth  its  fruit,| 
as  before,  from  the  sap  again  uniting ;  then  may  a  eessatioa' 
of  buch  evils  be  ut  last  expecled.'  '* 
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Tliougli  othera  were  ftppreheneive  of  the  truth  of  this 

prediction,  yet  Stigand,  ut  that  time  archbishop,  received  ■ 
it  with  laughter  ;  naying,  tliat  the  old  man  doted  through  j 
disease.    We,  liowever,  find  the  truth  of  the  presagQ  experi-  \ 
mciitaUy ;  for  England  jd  become  the  residence  of  ibreigDers, 
and  the  property  of  strangers  :  at  the  present  time,  there  is 
no  Rnglishmaii,  either  earl,  bishop^  or  abbat ;  strangers  all, 
tbey  prey  u|)on  the  riches  and  vitals  of  England ;  nor  in 
tlicrc  any  hope  of  a  termination  to  this  misery.    The  cause  \ 
of  whicli  evil,  as  I  have  long  sinee  promised,  it  is  now  high 
time  that  my  narrative  should  endeavour  briefly  to  discloricu.,  

i.  King  Edward  declining  into  years,  as  he  had  norlnldreii 
himself,  and  saw  the  sons  of  Godwin  growing  in  power,  de* 
spatched  nicssengers  to  the  king  of  Hungary,  to  send  over 
Kdward»  the  son  of  his  brother  Edmund,  with  all  his  family  : 
intending,  as  he  deelarcdi  that  either  he,  or  his  sons,  should 
succeed  to  the  hereditary  kingdom  of  England,  and  that  his 
own  want  uf  issue  slioiild  be  supplied  by  that  of  kindred. 
Edward  came  in  eonsequence,  but  died  almost  immediately 
at  »St.  Paul's*  in  London  :  he  was  neitlur  valiant,  nor  u  man 
of  abilities.    He  h*ft  three  surviving  children  ;  that  is  to 

•say,  Edgar,  who,  after  the  death  of  Harold,  was  by  some 
elected  king  ;  and  who,  after  many  revolutions  of  fortune,  is 
now  living  wholly  retired  in  the  country,  in  extreme  old  age : 
Christina,  who  grew  old  at  Romsey  in  the  habit  of  a  nun  : 
Margaret,  whom  ^lalcolm  king  of  the  Scots  L-poused.  IMess- 
cd  with  a  numerous  oil'spriag,  h(»r  sons  were  Edgar,  uiul 
Alexander,  wIk>  reigned  in  Scotland  alter  their  father  in  dint 
succession  :  for  the  eldtist,  Edward,  had  fallen  in  battle  with 
lii.H  fatln*r  ;  the  youngest,  David,  noted  for  his  meekness  and 
discretion,  is  at  present  king  of  Scotland.  Her  «laugliterH 
were,  Matilda,  whom  in  our  time  king  Henry  has  married, 
and  Maria,  whom  Eustace  the  younger,  earl  of  Boulognr, 

^  espoused.  The  king,  in  eonsequence  of  the  death  of  liis  rola- 
tion,  losing  his  first  liope  of  support,  gave  the  sucees^ioii  of 
Kngland  to  William  earl  of  Normandy.|  He  was  \vv\\ 
worthy  of  such  a  gift,  being  a  young  man  of  superior  mind, 
wlio  had  raised  himself  to  the  highest  eminence  by  his  un- 

• 

•  i)k'd  and  wus  buried  at  St.  PauPs.    Sax.  Chron.  A.  1057. 
t  It  k  hardly  ncccHMury  tc»  olmerve,  that  the  fiucccbbion  ui'  WUliain  id  i,nm 
"^of  the  moiit  ubttcurc  poiut^  ia  our  history. 
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wearied  exertion  :  moreover,  he  was  his  nearest  relation  by 
•  consanguinity,  as  lie  was  the  son  of  Robert,  t!ie  son  of  Uicliard 
the  second,  whom  we  have  repeatedly  mentioned  us  the 
brother  of  Emma,  Edward's  mother.  Some  alHrm  that 
Harold  himself  was  sent  into  Normandy  by  the  king  for  this 
purpose :  otherSi  who  knew  Harold'a  more  secret  iatcutiuns, 
8ay«  that  being  driven  thither  against  his  will,  by  the  violence 
of  the  wind,  he  imagined  this  device,  in  order  to  extricate 
himself.  This,  as  it  appears  nearest  the  trutli,  I  shall  relute. 
Harold  being  at  his  country-seat  at  Boseluun,*  went  for 
recreation  on  board  a  ilsliing  boat,  and,  for  the  purpose  of 
prolonging  his  sport,  put  out  to  sea ;  when  a  sudden  tempest 
arising,  he  was  driven  with  his  companions  on  the  coast  of 
Fonthieu.  The  people  of  that  distriety  as  was  their  native 
custom,  immediately  assembled  from  all  quarters  ;  and  . 
llaroUl's  company,  unarmed  and  few  in  number,  wer<»,  as  it 
easily  might  be,  quickly  overpowered  by  an  armed  nniUitmle, 
and  bound  hand  and  foot.  Ilaruiil,  craftily  meditating  u 
remedy  for  this  mischance,  sent  a  ])ei-sf)n,  whom  he  had' 
allured  by  very  great  promises,  to  William,  to  say,  that  lie 
hod  been  sent  into  Normandy  by  the  king,  for  the  purpose 
of  expressly  confirming,  in  person,  the  message  which  had 
been  iuiperfectly  delivered  by  people  of  le^^s  iiuthority  ;  but 
that  he  was  detained  in  fetters  by  Guy  eurl  of  Ponthitju,  and 
could  not  execute  Ids  embassy  :  that  it  was  the  burbtums 
and  inveterate  custom  of  the  country,  that  such  as  luul  escaped  * 
destruction  at  sea,  sliould  meet  with  perils  on  shore :  that  it 
well  became  a  man  of  liis  dignity,  not  to  let  tliis  pass  un- 
punished :  that  to  suffer  those  to  be  laden  with  chains,  wha 
apj;ealcd  to  his  protection,  detracted  somewhat  from  his  own 
greatness  :  and  that  if  his  captivity  niust  be  terminated  by 
money,  he  would  gladly  give  it  to  earl  William,  but  not  to 
the  contemptible  Guy.  By  these  means,  Harold  was  liberated 
at  William's  command,  and  conducted  to  Normandy  by  Gujr 
in  person.  The  earl  entertained  him  with  much  respect 
both  in  banqueting  and  in  vesture,  according  to  .the  <*nstom 
of  his  country  ;  and  the  better  to  learn  his  dispositioiij  and 
at  the  same  time  to  try  his  coura<^e,  took  hiju  witii  iiini  in  an 
expedition  he  at  that  time  led  against  lirittany.  There, 
Uaroldj  well  proved  both  in  ability  and  couragCi  won  tho 

*  Near  Chichester. 
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^hcart  of  the  Norman  ;  and,  still  more  to  ingratiate  lumself, 
he  of  his  own  accord,  confirmed  to  him  by  oath  the  castle  of 
Dover,  which  was  under  lus  jurisdiction,  and  the  kingdom 
of  England,  after  tlie  death  of  Edward.  Whereibre,  he  was 
honoarcd  both  hy  having  his  daughter,  tlien  a  child,  be- 
trothed to  him,  and  hy  tlie  confirmation  of  his  ample  patri« 
moiiy,  and  was.  received  into  the  strictest  intimacy.  Not 
Ion*;,  after  his  return  home,  the  king  was  crowned*  at  Lon-. 
don  on  Christmas-day,  and  being  there  seized  with  the 
disorder  oi'  which  he  waa  heusible  he  should  die,  he  com- 
manded the  church  of  Westmim>ter  to  be  dedieated  on  Inuo^ 
cents-day.f  Thus,  full  of  years  and  of  glory,  he  surren- 
dercd  his  pure  spirit  to  heaven,  and  was  buried  on  the  day 
of  the  Epiphany,  in  the  said  church,  whicli  he,  first  in  £ng-> 
land,  Itad  erected  after  that  kind  of  style  wluch,  now,  almost 
ull  utteiiipL  to  vlviil  ill  eiiormouH  expense.    The  race  of  the 

*  Wc'at  Saxons,  which  had  reigned  in  Britain  five  hundred 
and  sevenly-one  yeans,  IVoni  tlie  time  oi*  Cerdie,  and  two 
hundred  and  sixty-one  from  Egbert,  in  him  ceased  altogether 
to  rule.  For  while  the  grief  for  the  king's  death  was  yet 
fresli,  Harold,  on  the  very  day  of  the  Epiphany,  seized  the 
diadem,  and  extorted  from  the  nobles  their  consent ;  though 
tlie  English  say,  that  it  was  granted  him  by  the  king  :  but  I 
conceive  it  alleged,  more  through  regard  to  Harold,  than 
through  sound  judgment,  that  Edward  shoukl  transfer  his 
inheritance  to  a  nuui  of  whose  power  he  had  always  beea 
jealous.  Still,  not  to  conceal  the  truth,  Harold  would  have 
governed  the  kingdom  with  •prudence  and  with  courage,  ia 
the  character  he  had  assumed,  had  he  undertaken  it  lawfully. 
Iitdeed,  during  Edward's  lifetime,  he  had  quelled,  by  lus 
vulour,  whatever  wars  were  excited  against  him  ;  wishing  to 
aigualize  lumsclf  with  his  countrymen,  and  looking  forward 

•  It  was  cuatoinury  for  tlic  king  to  woiir  his  crown  on  the  boIcthh  fonti- 
TaLt  of  Kuster,  Whitsuntide,  and  Ciiri^iUuus  :  it  being  placed  on  head  in 
due  form  by  the  archbialiop. 

f  **  Wcvstnuurtier  Abbey  wiis  consjccruted  on  the  20th  of  December,  1065. 
Aiired  of  Uiovuulx,  ia  hiii  Life  of  Kdwun),  Btutes  that  tho  chureh  had  licea  ^ 
commenced  Home  yean  before,  in  performance  of  a  vow  the  king  had  made 
to  K»  to  Home  ;  but  biMu;;  ilisHuaded  from  it,  he  sent  to  the  pope  to  obtain 
liM  diiii»eiisution  from  (liat  journey  ;  the  poi)e  granltfd  it,  on  condition  that 
i^ldwiird  hhouM,  with  the  money  he  would  have  spent  in  that  voyage^  build 
a  uiouutftery  in  honour  of  St,  Teicr/* — ilAaoY* 
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with  anxious  hope  to  the  crown.    lie  first  vauquuhed 
Griflin  king  of  the  Welsh,  as  I  have  before  related,  in  buttle; 
and,  after  ward;?,  ^vheu  he  was  again  making  formidable 
eWorld  to  recover  bis  power,  deprived  him  of  bis  head ;  ap* 
pointing  as  his  succcpsors,  two  of  bis  own  adherents,  tliut  iji^ 
the  brothers  of  this  Griffin,  Bl^ent  and  Rivallo^  who  bad 
obtained  his  favour  by  their  submission*   The  same  year 
Tosty  arrived  on  the  Humber,  from  Flanders,  with  a  Hin-.t  of 
sixty  ships,  and  infested  with  piratical  depredations  thusc. 
parts  Avhich  were  adjacent  to  the  mouth  of  the  river  ;  but 
being  quickly  driven  from  the  province  by  the  joint  force  of 
the  brothers,  Edwin  and  Morear,  he  set  sail  towards  Scot-* 
Uttd  I  where  meeting  witli  Harold  Ilurfager  king  of  Nor* 
way,  then  meditating  an  attaek  on  England  with  three  hun- 
dred ships,  he  put  himself  under  his  command.    Both,  then, 
witli  united  forces,  laid  waste  the  country  beyoiul  the  Ilum- 
bcr  ;  and  falling  on  tlio  biotliers,  reposing  after  their  recent 
victory  and  suspecting  uo  attack  of  the  kind,  tliey  lirst 
routed,  and  then  shut  them  \\p  in  York.    Harold,  on  licar* 
ing  this,  proceeded  thither  with  all  his  forces,  and,  each 
nation  making  every  possible  exertion,  a  bloody  cncountt^r 
followed  t  but  the  English  obtained  the  advantage,  and  put 
the  Norwegians  to  flight.    Yet,  however  reluetiuilly  posterity 
may  believe  it,  one  single  Norwegian  for  a  long  time  delayed 
the  triumph  of  so  many,  and  such  great  men.    For  htaudin^' 
on  the  entraace  of  the  bridge,  which  is  called  Standfurii 
Brigge,*  after  having  killed  several  of  our  party,  ho  pre- 
vented the  whole  from  passing  over.   Being  invited  to  sur- 
render, with  the  assurance  that  a  man  of  such  courage 
should  experience  the  amplest  clemency  from  the  English,  he 
derided  those  who  entreated  him  ;  and  immediately',  with 
stern  countenance,  rei)roaehcd  the  set  of  cowards  who  were 
unable  to  resist  an  individual.    No  one  approaching  nearer, 
as  they  thought  it  unadvisable  to  come  to  close  quarters  with 
a  man  who  had  desperately  rejected  every  means  of  safety, 
one  of  the  king*s  followers  aimed  an  iron  javelin  at  him  from 
a  distance  ;  and  transfixed  him  as  he  was  boastfully  flourish- 
ing about,  and  too  incautious  from  his  security,  so  that  lie 
j^ielded  the  victory  to  the  English.    The  army  immediately 

*  The  battle  of  Stanford-bridge  was  fought  on  the  25th  of  September, 
lOGG.   See  Saxon.  Chion.  p.  440, 
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passing*  over  without  opposition,  destroyed  the  dispersed  and 
Ijring  Norwegian.  King  Ilarfager  and  Tosty  were  shdn  ; 
the  king's  son,  with  all  the  sliipsi  was  kindly  sent  baek  to  his 
own  country.    Harold,  elated  by  his  suecessful  enterprise* 

vouchsuled  no  part  of  the  spoil  to  his  soldiers.  Wherclure 
many,  iw  they  found  up|)ortunity,  steulinp^  away,  dencrtcd  tlie 

*  killer,  a-s  he  was  proceed! n*]j  to  tlie  biitlle  of  1  hustings.  For 
with  the  exception  of  his  stipendiary  and  mercenary  ^soldierri, 
he  Imd  very  lew  of  the  people*  with  him  ;  oii  which  account, 
circumvented  by  a  stratagem  of  Wiliiani'si  he  was  routed, 
with  the  army  he  headed,  after  possessing  the  kingdom  nine 
nioiitlis  and  some  dayn.  Tlie  cfleet  of  war  in  this  affair  was 
trillinj^  ;  it  was  hroiiglit  about  by  the  seeret  and  wonderful 
coiiiix'l  of  God:  .since  the  An|i;le8  never' again,  in  tiny  f^enerul 

^  biUtle,  made  a  .strn'iglc  lor  lilji  rty,  as  if  the  whole  strength" 
ofKngluiid  had  fallen  with  Harold,  who  certainly  might  and 
ought  to  ]»ay  the  penalty  of  his  pcrfidyy  even  though  it  were 
at  the  hands  of  the  most  un warlike  people.  Kor  in  saying 
this,  di>  1  at  all  derogate  from  the  valour  of  thct  Normans,  to 
wliuiii  1  am  strongly  bound,  both  by  my  de.seent,  and  tor  the 
)M i\ il(  i.n'.s  I  enjoy.  Stillj  tbosi?  jiersons  appear  to  nic  U)  err,  . 
who  augment  tlie  ninidu>rs  of  the  Engli:iU|  and  underrate 
their  courage  ;  who,  while  they  design  to  extol  the  Nonnan.s 
loud  theui  with  ignominy.  A  mighty  commendation  indeed ! 
that  a  V(  ry  warlike  nation  .should  concjuer  a  set  of  people 
who  were  obstructed  by  their  multitude,  and  fearful  thi-ough 
cowardice!  On  the  contniry,  they  were  lew  in.  number  and 
hnive  in  tlie  extreme  ;  and  saerilioing  every  regard  to  their 
boiiies,  pourc'd  forth  tlieir  spirit  for  their  country.  l>ut, 
however,  as  tliesc  matters  await  a  more  detailed  narrrativc, 
I  shall  now  ptit  a  ))eriod  to  my  second  book,  that  I  may  re- 
turn to  my  com|iosition,  and  my  readers  to  the  perusal  of  it, 
mrith  fresh  ardour. 

•  Whjit  ^lalincslmry  here  relates  is  highly  probable,  from  the  shortnet;* 
of  the  time  which  elapsed  from  William's  landing,  to  the  linttle  of  H.ist- 
ing!i,~only  fit'teeiv  davM.  !n  tlii.s  period,  tlierelbre,  the  intelligence  was  Xu 
bccunve)iil  Id  York,  and  Harold's  n>:irch  into  Sussex  to  lie  completed; 
of  cjuirse  W'w  could  aceonipany  him,  hut  suih  i\n  were  mounted. 

t  Will.  IMctaviensis,  to  wluim  hesrrjus  here  to  allude,  asserts  that  Harold 
IumI  collected  immense  forcea  from  ali  parts  of  Kn;;land  ;  ami  that  Den- 
mark hud  Mipiilicil  him  with  auxilinrivA  ui:M>.  Jlut'  the  circumtitaQcca  men- 
'  tioncd  in  the  preceding  note  tliow  the  absurdity  of  thin  statement. 
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BOOK  III.  . 

PUEFACK 

NoRSiANa  aad  English,  incited  by  different  motives,  have 
written  af  king  William :  the  former  liave  praised  him  to 
exceiis;  extoUiug  to  tlie  utmost  both  Ids  good  and  his 
bad  actions:  while  the  hitter,  out  of  national  hatred,  have 
laden  tlit^ir  coiKiUuror  with  undeserved  roproiich.    Fur  my 
part,  as  tlie  blood  of  either  people  flows  in  my  veins,  I  shall- 
steer  a  middle  course:  wliere  I  am  certilied  of  his  good 
deed:^/  I  shall  openly  proclaim  tiicm ;  his  ba<l  conduct  I 
sluiU  touch  u|>on  lightly  uml  spm*ingly,. though  not  so  us  to. 
conceal  it ;  so  that  neither  shall  my  narmtive  be  condemned 
as  false,  nor  will  I  bmnd  that  nmn  with  ignominious  cen- 
sure, almost  the  whole  of  whose  actions  may  reasonably  k 
excused,  if  not  commended.    Wherefore  I  shall  willingly 
and  carefully  relate  such  anecdotis  of  him,  as  may  he  mut- 
ter of  incitement  to  the  indolent,  or  oi'  example  to  the  enter- 
prising; useful  to  the  pi*csent  age,  and  pleasing  to  posterity. 
But  I  simll  spend  little  time  in  i*clating  such  things  tis  arc  of 
service  to  uo  one,  and  which  produce  disgust  in  the  reader, 
an  well  as  ill-will  to  the  autlior.    There  ara  always  people, 
more  than  suilicient,  ready  to  detrajut  tVom  the  actions  ut'  the 
noble:  my  course  of  ]>rocecdin'»  will  he,  to  (;xteiuiate  evil,  lu 
much  as  can  he  consistently  with  truth,  and  not  to  hestow 
excessive  cunuacndutioa  cvt^n  on  good  actions.    For  this 
moderation,  as  I  iiiiagine,  all  true  judges  will  esteem  im 
neither  timid,  nor  miskilful.   And  this  rule  too,  my  history 
win  regard  equally,  with  respect  both  to  Williaui  and  his 
two  sons ;  that  nothing  shall  l>e  dwelt  on  too  fondly ;  nothiti}; 
untrue  shall  be  admitted.    The  elder  of  the,se  did  little  wor- 
thy of  praise,  if  >ve  except  tht^  early  part  oi"  his  rei^^n ;  f^ain- 
in«^,  throughout  the  whole  of  his  life,  the  favour  of  the 
military  at  the  expense  of  the  people.    The  second,  more 
ohset^uious  to  his  iath«!r  than  to  his  brother,  possessed  his 
spirit,  unsubdued  either  by  prosperity  or  adversity :  on  re- 
garding liis  warlike  expeditions,  it  is  matter  of  doubt, 
whether  he  yym  more  cautious  or  more  bold;  on  eontem** 
plating  their  event,  whether  he  was  more  fortunate,  or  ua- 
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succesafoL   There  will  be  a  timei  howeyer,  when  the  reader 

muy  jutl^^'e  for  himself.    I  urn  now  about  to  bigin  my  third 
vuluiac ;  iind  I  think  I  bavc^  said  (*n<»u^h  to  make  liim  atten- 
.tive,  and  disposed  to  receive  iustruclion:  hia  owu  &eUiig» 
will  periiuade  liim  to  be  caudid. 


*  Of  mmam  ih<  FifMi.   [a.i>.  1066^1087,]  • 

Robert,  second  son  of  Richard  the  Second,  after  he  had, 

with  at  glory,  hehl  the  duchy  ot'  Norniandy  for  seven 
y»':irs,  resolved  on  a  pil^n-iinnirc  to  Jeru«ulem.    He  hu<l,  at 

^  tliut  time,  a  ram  »even  years  ui'  age,  lM>rn  of  a  concubiue, 
whose  beauty  lie  had  accidentally  beheld,  as  she  was  dan- 
cing, and  had  become  so  Kinitten  with  it,  as  to  form  a  eon* 
nexion  witli  her :  after  which,  he  loved  her  exclusively,  and, 
fur  iMime  time, .  regarded  her  as  his  wife.  lie  had  by  her 
this  boy,  named,  after  his  great-great-grandfather,'  William, 
wliosf  i'uture  glory  was  portended  to  Win  mother  by  a  dream  ;  * 
wliert'iri  slie  iinMLnned  lier  intestines  were  stretched  out,  and 
extended  over  the  whole  of  >iornmndy  and  Knghuid :  tmd, 
at  the  very  moment,  also,  whvw  the  infant  bui*st  into  life  and 
t<mclied  the  ground,  he  filled  both  hands  with  the  rui^hes 
strewed  upon  tlie  floor,  firnil)  gi*aspjng  \vhat  he  had  taken 
up.  This  pi'odigy  wa*!  joyfully  witnessed  by  the  women, 
^i>ssipping  on  tlit^  ucctision  ;  ainl  the  laiiUs  iie  haili  d  the  pro- 
pilious  omen,  declaring  that  tlic  boy  would  be  a  kin;/. 

Kvcry  ])ruvision  being  nnnle  for  the  expedition  to  Jeru-. 
sah'ni,*  the  chicifs  were  summoned  to  a  council  at  Fesehamp, 
where,  at  his  father's  command,  all  swore  lidelity  to  WiU 
liam :  earl  Gilbert  was  appointed  his  guardian ;  and  the 
protection  of  the  earl  wiw  assigned  to  Henry,  king  of  * 
Franee.  While  Kobcrt  was  pn»srcuting  his  journey,  the 
Noniimis,  eucli  in  his  i3(!Vi  ial  btutitui,  miited  in  cuiiiinmi  I'ur 

.  the  flcfcucc*  of  their  country,  and  regarded  their  inl'ant  U>rd 
with  gntat  allcetion.    'J'his  fiihiUty  continued  till  tln^  n'[H»rt 
was  spread  of  Robert's  death,  upon  which  their  afleetion 
cljangcd  with  his  fortune ;  and  then  they  began  severally  to 
.fortify  their  towns,  to  build  castles,  to  carry  in  jirovisions* 

•  **  itobcrt'i*  cxiKditiou  to  Jcru      in  u;uj  in  lOIJV*  (K^^^l-  1  ^  **-^-) 

»  2 
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and  to  seek  the  earliest  opportunities  of  revolting  from  the 
diild.  In  the  meantime,  however,  doubtlessly  by  tlie  spi  t  ia: 
aid  of  God  who  hud  destined  him  to  the  soveroij^nty  .of  sikI 
an  extended  empire,  he  grew  up  uninjured ;  while  Gilbert, 
almost  alone,  defended  by  arms  what  was  just  and  right: 
the  rest  being  occupied  by  the  designs  of  their  respective 
parties.  But  Gilbert  being  at  this  time  killed  by  his  coui^ii 
Kodulph,  fire  and  slaughter  raged  on  all  sides.  The  couri< 
try,  formerly  most  flourishing,  was  now  torn  with  intestin* 
broils,  and  divided  at  the  pleasure  of  the  plunderers  ;  su  tluii 
it  was  justly  entitled  to  proclaim,  "Woo  to  the  land  wlicw* 
sovereign  is  a  child,"* 

William,  however,  as  soon  as  his  age  permitted,  receivin* 
the  badge  of  knighthood  from  tlie  king  of  France,  inspirited 
the  inlmbitants  to  hope  for  quiet  .The  sower  of  disscnsioi 
was  one  Guy,  a  Uurgundinn  on  liis  fnthor^s  side,  and  grand 
son  to  Richard  the  Second  by  his  daughter,  WilliaTii  am 
Guy  had  been  ehihlren  together,  and  at  that  liiud  wid 
equally  approaching  to  manhood,  "Mutual  intereourae  lm< 
produced  an  intimacy  between  tlieni  which  had  ripnu* 
into  friendship.  ^Moreover,  thinking,  as  they  were  rclatd 
that  lie  ought  to  deny  liim  nothing,  he  had  given  hita  th< 
castles  of  Briony  and  Vernon.  The  Burgundinn,  unniindfu 
of  thif»,  estrang(»d  himself  from  the  earl,  feigning  suflicion 
cause  of  oUciu-c  to  colour  his  conduct.  It  wouhl  1)C  tediou^ 
and  useless,  to  relate  what  actions  w(n*e  lu'rloiined  on  citlic 
side,  what  castles  were  taken ;  for  his  prrhdy  had  ronn 
abettors  in  Nigel,  viscount  of  Coutances,  Kalph,  viscoim 
of  Bayeux,  and  Haimo  Dentatus,  grandfather  i)f  Kobcn 
who  was  the  occupier  of  many  estates  in  England  in  o" 
time.  With  these  persons,  this  most  daring  plunderer,  al 
lured  by  vain  expectation  of  succeeding  to  the  carldoiK 
was  devastating  the  whole  of  Normandy.  A  sense  of  dutj 
however;  compelled  the  guardian-kinc^  to  siu  cuur  the  tk*: 
pcrate  circunistanees  of  his  ward.  Kenieniberin;:,  tlierefon 
the  kindness  of  his  father,  and  tliat  he  had,  by  hl.s  inHueiici 
exalted  him  to  the  kingdom,  he  rushed  on  the  revolt ers  i 
Walcsdun.  Many  thousands  of  them  were  there  slain 
many  drowned  in  the  river  Orne,  by  its  rapidity,  whil 
being  hard-pressed,  they  spurred  their  horses  to  ford  tl 

*  Ecclcwuiit.  X.  IC. 
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•  currciit.  Guy,  escaping  with  dilliculty,  betook  hiinseli'  to 
Briouy ;  but  wvm  driven  thence  by  William,  and  uuuble  to 
eudurc  thi:i  di^grucc,  he  ivtircMl,  of  his  ovs  ii  accord,  to  liur- 
gaudff  liitt  Qative  tK>il.  Here  too  hi^i  unquiet  spirit  iouud  no 
i«st;  fur  being  expelled  thence  by  his  brother,  VVilliauiy  earl 
of  tliat  proviDC^  against  whom  ho  had  cunceivcd  deaignSi  it 
u())>car8  not  what  fate  befell  hiiiu  Nigel  and  Kalph  were 
adiiiitted  to  fealty:  Ilaimo  fell  iu  the  Held  of  liaCtlc;  xdler 
liaviiij^  beeuinc  ccleljiatcd  by  his  lenmrkable  daring  for 
having  u^llor^ed  tlie  kiii;^  hiniscU';  in  eonscqucuce  of  which 
lie  wiis  desputclicii  by  the  surronndiu<(  (guards,  and,  in  ad- 
lairutiun  of  his  valour,  honourably  buried  at  the  kings  com- 
ttiuiid.  Kiii^  iieary  received  a  conijiensatiou  for  this-  favour, 
when  the  Moruiau  lord  actively  assisted  him  against  Ueof> 
iW'y  Martel  at  llerle-MIl!,  which  is  a  fortress  in  the  country 
of  Aiijou.  For  William  had  now  attained  his  nmnly  vigour; 
uji  ul>j»'rt  ol'  (h'fud  even  to  Ids  elders,  and  tluiugh  ali>ue,  u 
mulch  lui  laiinlM  1  IJnulleinlrd  he  would  rush  on  danger; 
tt\^«l  wlien  unai'coiii|*anied,  or  with  only  a  few  followers,  dart 
into  the  thickest  ranks  of  the  eui  iny.  liy  this  ex|H*ditiott 
he  gained  the  reputation  of  admirable  bravery,  as  well  as 
the  simterest  regui*d  of  the  king ;  -  mo  that|  with  paix*ntal 
ttirectton,  he  would  often  admonish  him  not  to  hold  life  in 
cuntenipt  by  encountering  danger  so  precipitately;  a  life, 
which  was  the  unianicnt  oi'  the  French,  liic  &aic^uaid  ul' 
ihc  Noniiaiis,  and  an  exaiiij)le  tu  both. 

At  that  lime  Geollrey  *  was  earl  ol'  Anjou,  who  had  boust- 
ingly  taken  the  surname  of  Martel,  as  he  seemed, ,  by  a 
certain  kind  of  good  fortunCy  to  beat  do^vn  all  his  opjionents. 
Finally,  lie  had  nmde  captivci  in  o|ien  battle^  his  liege  lord, 
the  curl  of  Pottoii ;  and,  loading  him  with  chains,  had  com- 
|iclled  him  to  dishonourable  terms  of  |M*aee ;  namely,  that  lie 
sliuuld  yield  u|>  liourdraux  and  the  neighbouring  cities,  uud 
|my  ail  aimnul  tribiilc  lur  the  rest.    lUit  he,  as  it  is  tliouglit, 
liirou^h  the  injuries  oi  liis  coulincnicut  antl  want  oi'  I'ood, 
was,  after  thret^  days,  released  Iroin  eternal  ignominy  by  a 
timely  death.    Martc  I  then,  that  his  effrontery  might  be 
<^oraplete,  married  the  atepmotlier  of  the  deceased;  taking 
his  brothens  under  his  ]irotection  until  they  should  bo  ca{>u* 

*  (!i(jliiey  IL,  tiun  oi'  Foul4Uci»  111.,  curl  u!  Atijuu,  whuui  hu  mic* 
tixUcd,  A.i>.  1040. 
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ble  of  governing  the  principality.   Next  entering  the  terri- 

torie.H  uf  Tlicobald,  curl  of  Bloifciy  he  laid  siege  to  tlie  city  of 
Tours;  and  while  he  was  hastening  to  the  succour  ui'  hii 
Miiljj(u:ts,  made  liim  piirticipfitc  in  tlieir  afllictionn ;  for  bcin;; 
taken,  and  .shut  up  in  prison,  he  ceded  the  city  tVuni  hiui^U 
aiid  hi«  heir«  for  ever.  Who  simil  dare  cry  shame  on  tliia 
man's  cowardice,  who,  for  the  enjoyment  of  a  little  longer 
life,  defrauded  hia  attoiQcsMori»  for  ever  of  the  dominian.ol 
BO  great  a  city?  for.  although  we  are  too  apt  to  be  aevert! 
judges  of  others,  yet  we  must  know,  tliat  we  sliould  consul! 
our  owii  safety,  if  we  were  ever  to  be  phieed  \n  ?jiiallur  cir- 
cuiastances.  Tri  this  manner  Murtcl,  insoli  nt  from  tlic  i4C- 
cession  of  so  much  power,  obtained  pos^e.^.'siou  of  the  castU 
of  Alenr;on,  even  from  tlie  earl  of  Normandy  ;  its  inhul>itaiit« 
being  faithlessly  dtdposed.  irritated  at  this  outrage,  WiUiiun 
retaliated,  and  invested  Danfrunt,  which  at  that  time  be- 
lon^^t^d  to  the  <^rl  of  Anjou.  Geoffrey,  immediately,  excited 
by  tiiti  complaints  of  the  besie;^ed,  hiistily  rushed  forwuni 
with  a  CDinith'^^  iorce.  llearin;^  of  lii.s  ai»proach,  Willium 
sends  l(u;<er  Montgomery*  and  William  Kit/,-0.->l)eriic  k. 
reconnoitre.  They,  from  tlie  activity  of  youth,  proceu(hn<< 
many  miles  in  a  short  time,  espied  Martel  on  h(>r.'^e1>acl;,  aud 
apprized  him  of  the  dauntle^M  boldness  of  their  lord.  J^iartel 
immediately  began  to  rage,  to  threaten  mightily  what  k 
would  do;  and  Btiid  tliat  lie  would  come  thither  the  next 
ilay,  and  show  to  the  world  at  larj^e  how  much  an  Aii«,'i*vii 
could  exit'i  u  Nuniiua  in  hallle:  at  the  smm;  tinu*,  with  un 
paralleh'd  insolence,  describing  the  colour  of  liis  hors<',  nii< 
the  devices  on  the  nnns  )m  meant  tu  use.  Tiie  Nuniiai 
nobles,  with  e<]ual  vanity,  relating  the  same  of  William 
r<iturn  and  Mtiuiulate  their  party  to  the  conilict.  i  hsivt 
described  these  things  minutely,  for  the  purpose  of  display 
ing  the  arrogance  of  MarteL  On  this  occasion,  ho%vever,  h 
manifestcfl  none  of  his  usual  tnaf^nanimity,  for  he  n^treate* 
without  cuniin;^  to  baltU-  ;  an  ht  ai  ing  whii'Ji,  the  inhahitaiit 

•  **  He  wu«  the  son  of  [i\v^\\  de  Alont^^omery  antl  Jeniiina  liia  wif 
diiu^'hti-r  of  Tumlf  of  I'out-Audoiuiirc,  by  VVoni,  si^U  r  of  (Innrioni,  ^n.i 
^aihliiiullicr  tu  llic  Cujiquoror.  Ho  lod  the  centre  i*t  the  ana)  at  the  lu 
tic  of  ilat»tiii«;.i,  and  iiftcrwardri  governor  «jf  Norniaudy.  William  t( 
Cuuquerur  g:ive  liini  the  vurhluniA  of  Arnndul  and  Shrew.sliury.  See  mo. 
of  iiim  in  Sir  H,  EUin't  introduction  to  Domcaday,  vol.  i«  p.  47U.' - 
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of  AK'f  C^n  ftUiTcndiTi'd,  covcnantiii*:^  for  porponal  pftfety  ; 
tnd,  attcnvards,  tlu)s<'  of  Uaiiiruut  also^  Usted  under  the 
more  fortunate  standard. 

In  succeeding  yvnm  WiUiain,  earl  of  Arches,  his  illegiti- 
mate  uncle,  wh<f  had  always  been  faithless  and  fluctuating 
from  his  first  entrance  on  the  duchy,  rebelled  iigainst  him ; 
lor,  even  during  the  sio^e  of  Danfruiit,  he-  had  unexpectedly 
jitolcn  away,  and  had  roiiumiiiicattd  to  many  imtsods  the 
t    ts  <il*        Hoiil.     In  rriiiHKmeiicc*  of  t}nj»,  Williaia  )iad 
coiiiiaittcd  thi-  kct'pin^  of  his  eastlc  to  hoiiu^  men,  >vliom  lie 
hm\  crrum*ously  diujiuHl  laithiul ;  but  tlic  i*url,  with  his 
usual  skill  in  doooi>tiony  had  seduciul  even  these  |)eople  to  his 
party,  by  giving  them  many  things,  and  promi.sing  them 
Diore«   'rhus  |K)S9(*sscd  of  the  fortress,  ho  declared  war 
fi<ruin!$t  his  h>rd.    WilHiiiii,  with  his  eustmnnry  alacrity,  eon* 
truly  to  tho  advice  of  his  Iriemis,  hiid  siej^e  to  ArelieJs 
il('<  l  iriiiir  |ni1)licly,  thai  the  miscreants  vouhl  not  dan*  at- 
tiaijii  any  thuig,  if  tln»y  came  into  his  >i«;lit.    IS'or  was  his 
a.<H('rtion  fulne:  for  more  than  ihrvv  hunthnd  Hohliers,  who 
liad  »rone  out  to  plunder  and  fbruffc,  the  instant  they  hcdiehl 
hiin,  tliou^li  almost  unattended,  fled  hack  into  their  Ibrtifi* 
cations,  lieing  inclined  to  settle  this  business  without  blood* 
shed,  he  fortified  ii  enstle  in  front  of  Arches,  and  turned  to 
matters  of  liostih*  o|KTation  which  recjuired  dec*per  attention, 
^heeaiiM'  he  was  awan;  that  the  kin;^  of  I^'ranet*,  who  iiad 
ahvady  heeome  adver>e  to  him  from  ^<ome  unknown  caiisf, 
Wft.H  iuisteniug  to  the  succour  of  the  lH*iiiegc(h    He  here  <;uve 
ftii  ittstunee  of  very  laudahht  forbearance;  lor  though  lie  cer- 
tainly ap]H'ared  to  have  the  juf*ter  enuwe,  yet  he  was  n  luctnnt 
to  engnge  with  that  person,  to  whom  he  was  bound  l<otli  by 
oath  and  by  oldi<:ation.    lie  left  some  of  his  nobility,  how- 
ever, to  repress  the  impetuosity  €»f  the  khv^;  who,  fulling 
into  an  anil)Ush  -ImIjI  hy  theii*  eonUiNance,   liad  nin.-«t  (h*-' 
»'ervcdly  Ut  hunent  l-enihard,  earl  of  INinthien,  wlio  wa.s 
killcfl  in  his  si^rht,  and  llu^h  liardulf,  wlio  was  taken 
prisoner.     Not  lonj^  after,  in  eohsetpience  of  hi.s  miscarrijitjf, 
retiring  to  his  lieloved  France,  the  earl  of  Arches,,  wastcnl 
with  hunger,  and  worn  to  a  skeleton,  consented  to  surrentlor, 
and  wasi  j)reserved,  life  and  limb,  an  examj^h'  of  clenieiic-y, 
and  u  priMd*  of  perseverance.    During  the  interval  €»f  tlii« 
fcictrc,  the  people  of  the  fui  lie.s:i  called  Moulin,  lM!COiniiig  di:^* 
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affected,  at  the  instigation  of  one  Walter,  went  over  to  the 

king's  side.  An  active  party  of  floltfers  was  placed  there, 
under  the  command  of  Guy,  brother  ut*  the  earl  ot"  roiiou, 
who  diligently  attended  for  some  time  to  liia  military  duties: 
but  on  hearing  the  report  of  the  victory  at  Arehes,  he  stole 
away  into  France,  and  contributed,  by  these  meansi  consider^ 
ably  to  the  glory  of  the  duke. 

King  Henry,  however,  did  not  give  indulgence  to  inae« 
tlvity ;  but,  muttering  that  his  armies  had  bei'n  a  laughing- 
stock  to  William,  immediately  collected  all  his  forces,  and, 
dividing  them  into  two  bodies,  hu  over-ran  the  wliole  of 
Normandy.   He  hiuiself  headed  nil  tlic  niilitary  power  which 
eanie  from  tlmt  part  oi  Celtie  Onul  whieli  lies  between  iho 
rivers  Garonne  and  Seine;  and  gave  his  brotlier  Odo  the 
command  over  such  as  came  from  that  ]>art  of  Ik'lgic  Gaul 
which  is  situated  between  the  Rhine  and  the  Seine.    In  like 
manner  William  divided  his  army,  with  all  the  skill  he  pos- 
sessed ;  a|)[)roaching  by  degrees  the  camp  Of  the  king,  which 
was  pitched  in  the  country  of  liriony,  in  sueh  a  manner,  Ui 
neither  to  come  to  close  engagement,  nor  yet  sull'<  r  the  pro- 
vinee  to  lie  devastated  in  his  j>ii\M3nce.    lli.s  «it'iieralH  were 
Robert,  earl  ol*  Anx ;  Hugo  de  Gournay,  Hugu  de  Moutfurt, 
and  William  Crispin,  who  oppo:ied  Odo  at  u  town  called 
Morteinar.    Nor  did  he,  relying  on  the  numerous  tumy 
which  he  commanded,  at  all  delay  coming  to  action;  yet 
making  only  slight  resistance  at  the  beginning,  and  after- 
wards being  unable  to  withstand  the  attack  of  the  Normans, 
lie  retreated,  and  was  iiiiii:3cU  the  first  to  lly.    Ami  here, 
while  Guy,  enrl  of  Ponthieu,  was  anxiously  endeavouriiiL^  to 
revenge  his  brother,  he  Wiis  made  eaptive,  and  felt,  togellicr 
with  many  others  surpassing  in  alliuence  and  rank,  the 
wci^'ht  of  that  hand  whieh  was  SO  fatal  to  his  family*  Wlien 
William  was  informed  of  this  success  by  messengers,  he  took 
care  that  it  should  be  proclaimed  in  the  deail  of  night,  near 
the  king's  tent.    On  hearing  which  he  retired,  after  some 
days  sjKjnt  in  Normandy,  into  France;  and,  soon  alui,  aui- 
bassadors  passing  between  tlicni,  it  was  eoneluded,  by  treaty, 
tiiat  the  kin«^*s  partisans  should  be  set  at  lil)erty,  and  that 
the  earl  should  beeome  legally  possessed  of  all  that  had  been, 
or  should  hereafter  be,  tjikun  from  MarteK 

It  would  be  t>oth  tedious  and  useless,  to  relate  their  i»cr* 
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pelaal  eontentkmB,  ar  hour  William  nlwaytt*  caiiie  off  con* 
queror.*  What  shall  we  mbj  besides,  when,  magnanimouf  1  j 

dedpiHing  the  custoin  of  mmlem  timos, .  he  never  eoiule- 
.Hoended  to  attack  him  suddenly,  or  without  aei^uumtinj^  him 
of  tilt*  day.  MoreovrT,  T  |>;h^<  hy  the  circumstance*  of  king 
Henry's  again  violating  his  friendship lii^^^ateriug  Nor- 
mandy, and  proceeding  through  the  district  of  Iliesmes  to 
the  river  Dive,  boasting  tiiat  the  sea  was  the  sole  obstacle 
to  his  farther  progress.  But  William  now  perceiving  him* 
ii«lf  reduced  to  extremities  by  the  king's  perfidy,'  at  length 
brandished  tlie  arniM  of  conscious  valour,  and  worsted  the 
ruy:il  forces  which  were  beyond  the  river — for  part  of  them, 
luarin*,'  of  Ids  arrival,  had  jmssed  over  .some  little  tine  be-a- 
fore— with  su<di  entire  loss,  tluit  henceforth  France  had  no 
such  object  of  dread  as  tliat  of  irritating  the  ferocity  of  the 
Xurmans.  Tlu^  dt^ath  of  Henry  soon  foUowing,  and,  shortly 
stWr,  that  of  Mai*tel,  put  an  end  to  those  broils.  The  dying 
king  4h  legated  the  care  of  his  son  Philip,  at  that  time  ex* 
tr«»nicly  young,  to  Baldwin  earl  of  Flanders,  lie  was  a 
man  4Mjually  eehlirated  for  fidelity  and  wisdom;  in  the  lull 
)Ht->rs-i<>n  liutlily  streii;^th,  and  also  ennobled  ])y  a  inar- 
ri;i;^c  with  the  king's  si-^tcr.  His  daiighlcr,  Matilda,  a  wo* 
lUiiu  who  was  a  singular  mirror  of  prudence  in  our  time, 
ami  the  }>erfection  of  virtue,  had  been  already  married  to 
Willium.  Hence  it  arose,  that  being  mediator  between  his 
ward,  and  his  8on*in*law,  Baldwin  restrained,  by  his.  whole- 
some counsels,  the  feuds  of  the  chiefs,  and  of  the  people. 

But  since  tlie  mention  of  Marlel  has  so  often  presented 
itself,  I  shall  briefly  uan^  th(»  gerualogy  of  the  earls  of 
Aiijdii,*  as  far  as  the  knowledge  of  my  iiilormant  reaehes. 
Fulk  the  elder,  presiding  over  that  county  for  many  years, 
until  he  became  advanced  in  years,  performed  many  gre  at 
and  prudent  actions.  There  is  only  one  thing  for  which  I 
have  heard  hint  branded:  for,  having  induced  Ilorliort  carl 
of  Maine  to  come  to  Saintes,  undel-  the  promise  of  yielding 
him  that  city,  he  caused  Inm,  in  tlie  midst  of  their  conv<»rsu- 
tiuii,  to  he  siinounch'd  by  his  att«Mulants,  and  comiielled  liiui 
to  submit  to  iiis  own  conditions:  in  oth<;r  respects  he  was 

*  ^  For  an  account  of  the  citrU  of  Anjou  consult  the  Gcsto  Coiisulum 
Ariilc^MveiMium,  uuvtoru  Monucho  llcacdictinu  Majofis  liloiuuftcrii  (»pud 
Achertum,  torn.  iu.)"^IUHDY« 
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a  man  of  irreproachable  integrity.  In  his  latter  Aijib,  be 
ceded  bia  principality  to  GeoiTrey  his  son  so  often  mentioned. 
Geoffrey  conducted  himself  with  excessive  barbarity  to  the 

inhabitants,  and  with  equal  hnu«»htiness  even  to  the  person 
•who  liiul  conferred  this  honour  upon  liim:  on  wiiich,  hoing 
ordered  by  Ins  father  to  hiy  down  the  government  and  en* 
signs  of  authority,  he  was  arrogant  eiiougli  to  take  up  arms 
against  him.  Tfie  blood  of  the  old  man,  though  grown  cold 
and  languid,  yet  boiled  with  indignation ;  and  in  the  course 
of  a  few  days,  by  adopting  wiser  counsels,  he  so  brought 
down  the  proud  spirit  of  his  son,  tlmt  after  carrying  liis 
saddle*  on  his  biicl;  lor  some  miU'S,  he  east  himself  with 
Ins  burden  at  his  father's  feet.  He,  lircd  onee  mure  with 
his  ancient  courage,  rising  up  and  spurning  the  prostratt! 
youth  with  his  foot,  exclaiiaed,  You  arc  conquered  at  last! 
you  are  conquered  !**  repeating  his  words  several  times. 
The  suppliant  had  still  spirit  enough  to  mako  this  achnirabk 
reply,  am  conquered  b)  you  atone,  becaiuse  you  are  my 
rath(*r ;  by  otiiers  I  am  utterly  invineib!*?.**  With  this 
speech  liis  inituted  mind  was  mollilietl,  ;uid.ljaving  con* 
Holed  the  mortilii:atiou  of  his  son  by  paternal  atlcetion,  hf 
restored  liim  to  tin*  }>rineipality,  With  atlmonilious  to  eoiuhid 
himself  more  wisely  :  telling  him  that  the  prosperity  and 
tranquillity  of  the  people  were  creditable  to  him  abroad,  a.< 
'weU  as  advantageous  at  home.  In  the  same  year  the  oic 
nmn,  having  discharged  all  secular  eoueiu*iis,  made  pro 
vision  for  his  soul,  by  proceeding  to  Jerusalem ;  where  coin< 
pelling  two  servants  by  an  oath  to  do  whatever  he  eom- 
manded,  he  was  by  them  puljlicly  dra<?ged  naked,  in  tin 
*-^ijht  of  the  Turks,  to  the  holy  sej)uh'hre.  One  oi'  then 
had  twisted  a  withe  about  his  neck,  the  other  witli  a  nw 
scourged  his  bare,  back,  whilst  he  cried  out,  "Lord,  rcceivi 
the  wretched  Fnlk,  thy  perfidious,  thy  runagate ;  regard  m; 
repentant  soul,  O  Lord  Jesu  Christ."  At  this  time  he  ob 
tained  not  his  request;  but,  ]»eaccfutly  returning  home,  ii< 
died  some  few  years  after.    The  precipitate  boldness  of  hi 

♦  To  carry  fi  saddle  was  a  punishment  of  extrt  mo  ignominy  for  ccrtai 
crime?*.  See  an(»ther  instance  in  W.  (Jemetiroiisis,  Chesne,  p.  t?5! 
ttm\  I>u  Can^c,  in  voce  ** Sella;**  who  very  justly  Hupposes  the  dis/rac 
U*  iinm*  fniiu  the  otrisinlor  acknowk'd;^in^  liiui.scir  a  hrute,  and  puttiii<;  \m 
fielf  eatiicl^r  in  the  power  of  the  pcnfon  he  had  oflended. 
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son  GeofTrey  lias  l>een  amply  displayed  in  my  preceding  his- 
tory. Uc  dying,  )M*qneatIied  to  GeofTrey,  his  sister's  son,  hia 
iiilieritatice,  but  his  worldly  indiistry  he  cQuld  not  leave  him. 
For  being  a  youth  of  simple  mannera,  and  more  aecustomed 
tu  pray  in  ehurchi  than  to  liandle  armSt  he  excited  the  con- 
teuipt  of  the  people  of  that  eountry,  who  knew  not  how  to 
live  in  quiet.  In  conaecjuence,  the  whole  district  becoming 
<iX|)(>Mcd  to  jiliinderers,  Fulk,  his  brotlior,  of  his  own  ac- 
cord, seized  on  the  duchy.  Fulk  was  called  Kheehin,  tVuiii 
Ids  perpetual  growling  at  the  simplicity  of  his  brother,  whom 
he  ttriully  despoiled  of  his  dignity,  and  kept  in  continual  cus- 
tody, lie  had  a  wile,  who,  being  enticed  by  the  desire  of 
enjoying  a  higher  title,  deserted  him  and  married  Philip  king  . 
of  France ;  who  so  desperately  loved  her,  regardless  of  the 
adage, 

**  MajcHty  and  love 
But  ill  accord,  nur  nhare  the  ael^aanio  Beat,'* 

th.'it  he  patiently  suilered  hiniseli*  to  be  completely  governed 
by  her,  though  he  was  at  the  same  time  desirous  of  ruling 
over  every  other  fierson.    Lsistly,  for  several  yearSi  merely  . 
Uirough  regard  for  her,  he  sutlered  himself  to  be  pointed  at 

like  an  idiot,  and  to  he  cxeonununieated  from  tlie  whohj 
Cln'istian  world.  I'he  sons  of  Fulk  were  GeuliKy  uud 
Kulk.  (IcofViey  ohtsiiiiiiig  tht!  hereditary  surname  of  Mar- 
tcl,  ennohle*!  it  by  his  exertions:  lor  lie  proeun;d  such  peace 
and  tranipiillity  in  thoiic  parts,  as  no  one  ever  had  seen,  or  • 
will  see  in  future.  On  this  account  being  killed  by  the 
treiicliery  of  his  people,  he  forfeited  the  credit  of  his  eoii- 
Binnmate  wortlu  Fulk  succeeding  to  the  government,  i^  yrt 
living;*  of  whom  as  I  shjdl  perhaps  have  occasion  to  speak 
in  the  times  of  kinpj  Henry,  I  will  now  pix>eeed  to  relate  • 
what  rciniiiris  eoneei-niiiL;  William. 

When,  alter  much  labour,  he  had  quelled  all  civil  dissen- 
sion, he  meditated  an  exploit  of  greater  fame,  and  deter* 
mined  to  i*ecover  those  countries  anciently  attached  in  Nor- 
mandy, though  now  disunited  by  long  custom.    I  allude  to 

•  I'liMu  this  pas.sa;4o  it  is  clear  that  Fi>ul(|ucs  IV.  was  still  the  rci;;nin» 
carl  o!  Aajou,  wliicli  tlicref«»re  proves  tluit  MaliiicsUury  luul  finisheil  this 
*<)rk  helorc  ll'JJ),  in  which  year  Cicottrey  Ic  Uel,  better  known  :ui  Uculf.\j 
I'iaulu^tiuet,  ma  of  I'uulqucdy  bev-auio  eari  oi'  Aiijau.'**-— lUauv. 
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the  counties  of  Maine  and  Brittany ;  of  which  Mans,  long 
isiuce  burut  by  Marlel  mid  deprived  of  iU  sovereign  Ilugo^ 
had  lately  experienced  some  little  respite  under  Herbert  tho 
noa  of  Uugo ;  wfao^  with  a  view  to  greater  aceurity  against 
the  earl  of  Anjou,  Iiad  submitted,  and  sworn  fidelity  to  WiU 
liaiu :  besidci),  he  had  solicited  liis  daughter  in  marriage, 
and  had  been  betrothed  to  her,  thoujfh  he  died  by  disease 
ere  she  was  marriageable.  He  lelt  William  his  heir,  ad- 
juring his  iiubjects  to  admit  no  other;  telling  them,  thej 
luight  liave,  if  they  chose»  a  mild  and  liouourabie  lord; 
bat|  should  they  not,  a  most  determined  assertor  of  his 
right.  On  his  decease,  the  inliabitauts  of  Maine  ratlier  in* 
clined  to  Walter  of  Mantes,  who  had  married  Hugo's  sister: 

but  at  length,  buiiig  brought  to  their  st^nses  by  iiiiuiy  heavy 
losses,  they  acknowledged  Willium.    This  was  the  time, 
when  Harold  was  unwillingly  ciirrhid  to  Normandy  by  aa 
uiipropitious  gale ;  wlioni,  as  is  before  mentioned,  VViliiam 
took  with  him  in  his  expedition  to  Urittauy,  to  make  proof 
of  his  prowess,  and,  at  the  same  time,  with  tlie  deeper  de* 
sign  of  showhig  to  liim  his  milttuiy  e(][ulpnient,  tliat  he 
might  perceive  how  far  preferable  was  the  Norman  sword 
tu  the  English  butllc-uxe.    Alau,  al  thiit  time,  earl  of  Brit- 
tany, flourishing  in  youth,  and  of  tran^'enclent  stren<;th,  hud 
overcome  his  uncle  Kuilo,  and  perfurnieil  many  fanujus  ae» 
tious ;  and  so  far  from  fearing  William,  iiad  even  voluntarily 
irritated  him.    But  he,  laying  claim  to  Brittany  as  his 
hereditary  territory,  because  Ciiarles  had  given  it  with  Ids 
daughter,  Gisla,  to  RoHo,  shortly  acted  in  such  wise,  that 
Alan  came  suppliantly  to  him,  and  surrendered  himself  and 
his  po-j.sessions.    Aiul  since  I  shall  have  but  little  to  say  of 
liriliany  hereafter,  I  will  here  briefly  insert  an  extraordinary 
occurrence,  which  iiappened  about  that  time  in  the  city  of 
Kuntes. 

Tiiere  were  in  that  city  two  clerks,  who  tliough  not  yet  of 
legal  age,  had .  obtained  the  priestliood  from  tlie  bisliop  of 
that  phuse,  more  by  entreaty  than  desert :  the  pitiable  death 

of  one  of  whom,  at  lentrth  taujijht  the  survivor,  how  near 
they  had  l)elore  been  tu  the  biiuk  of  hell.  As- to  the  know- 
ledge of  literature,  tli<  y  \vere  so  iiistrueted,  that  they  wanted 
little  of  pericction.  From  their  earliest  infancy,  they  had  ia 
uch  wise  vied  iu  offices  of  friendship,  that  according  to  the 
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e%prc98t<m  of  the  comic  writer,^  ^'To  ierre  each  ether  tlier 

wuuKl  not  only  stir  huiid  and  loot,  but  even  risk  the  loss  of 
h'fn  it^flf.**  Wlicieiure,  one  clay,  when  they  found  their 
ninnls  more  than  usually  fn'e  from  outward  eare.%  tiipy  sjKjke 
their  BentimentSi  in  a  seeret  place,  to  the  following  efiect : 
That  for  many  years  they  \m\  given  their  attention  some- 
times  to  literature,  and  sometimes  to  secukr  cares  ;  nor  had 
tht.y  Hatislied  their  minds,  wliich  hail  IxM^n- occupied  rather  in 
wronr?  thnn  proper  pursuits ;  that  in  the  meanwhile,  the 
Litter  (lay  was  iiisi'h.iihly  approach in;r,  which  Avould  hur8^ 
the  build  i)(  union  wliich  was  indis.sohible  while  lilc  reuiaiiU'd  : 
wherefore  th«;y  should  provide  in  tiuie,  that  the  frienilship*  " 
which  united  them  while  livin^^  should  accompany  him  who  - 
died  lirst  to  the  place  of  the  dead.**  Tluy  agn^ed,  therefore, 
tliat  whichever  should  lii*st  depart,  should  certainly  appear  to 
the  Rurvtvor,  either  wakinp^  or  sleeping,  if  possi(>le  vrithin 
thirty  days,  to  inform  him,  that,  aceordin;jj  to  the  Platonic  tenets 
(Iratli  (loc.-^  not  extin^ruish  the  s|)irit,  but  scnd?^  it  back  ;iLMin; 

it  Were  from  prison,  Xn  (lod  its  author.     If  tliis  did  not 
tjikc  place,  then  they  must  yield  to  the  sect  of  the  Epicureans, 
who  liold,  that  the  soul,  lih<»rated  from  the  body,  vanishes 
into  air,  or  miii[^h»s  with  the  wind.    Mutually  plighting  their 
faith,  tliey  repeated  this  oath  in  their  daily  conversation, 
A  short  time;  elapsed,  and  behold  a  violent  death  suddenly 
de[Mived  ona  of  them  of  life.    The  .otiier  ri  iuainc'd,  «!hI 
ii(  riuu-ly  revolvinj^  the  promise  of  his  friend,  and  eon-^tanily 
ox|M'('tinpj  his  presence,  during  thirty  days,  found  his  hopes 
<llsa[*poiiited.    At  tlu^  expinitiou  of  this  time,  when,  despair- 
ing of  Hcchig  him,  he  had  occupied  his  leisure  in  tilher  biisi. 
ncss,  the  deceased,  with  that  pale  countenance  which  dying 
persons  assume,  suddenly  stood  before  him,  when  awake^  and 
busied  on  some  matter.    Tlie  flead  first  addressing  the  livinir 
man,  who  was  silent:  *' Do  you  know  nut  V*'  said  lu^  ;  **  1 
do."  replii'd  tlie  Other  ;  "  nor  am  I  so  much  disturbed  at 
yiMu*  unusual  presence,  as  I  wonder  at  your  prohiu^ed  ub- 
•laiee."    But  wIkmi  he  had  actMuinted  for  the  tardiness  of  his 
appearance  ;  "At  length,"  said  he,  "at  length,  having  over- 
come  every  imrpediment,  I  am  present ;  which  presence,  if 
you  please,  my  friend,  will  be  udvantagcuus  to  you,  hut  to 
niC  totally  unprolitable  ;  for  1  am  doomeil,  by  a  seuteiicw 
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which  has  heen  pronoonced  and  approved,  to  etemal  punish* 
ment.**   When  the  living  man  promised  to  give  all  his  pro- 
perty to  monasteries,  and  to  the  poor,  and  to  spend  days  and 
nights  in  fasting  and  prayer,  fur  the  release  of  the  defunct ; 
lie  replied,  "What  T  liave  m\d  is  fixed  ;  for  tho  juiltrmenta  . 
of  God,  by  which  I  am  plunged  in  the  sulphureous  whirl- 
pool of  hell,  are  without  repentance.   There  I  shall  be  tossed 
for  my  crimes,  as  long  as  the  pole  whirls  round  the  'atars^  or 
ocean  beats  the  shored.   Tlie  rigour  of  this  irreversible  sen* 
tence  remains  for  ever,  devising  lasting  and  innumerable 
kindii  of  punishment :  now,  tlieri^ture,  kt  the  Avholc  world 
seek  for  avairmi^  remedies  !  And  that  yim  may  experience 
some  little  of  my  numberless  pains,  belioltl,"  si\u\  he,  rttretch- 
ing  out  his  hand,  dripping  with  a  corrupted  uleer,  '^oneof 
thii  very  smallest  of  them  ;  does  it  appear  trifling  to  you 
When  the  other  repliedi  that  it  did  appear  so  ;  he  bent  hU 
fingLTS  into  the  [lalin,  and  threw  three  drops  of  the  purulent 
mutli  r  upon  him  ;  two  of  which  touehing  his  temples,  and 
one  Iiis  forifheud,  pfuctrated  the  .skin  and  Ih'sh,  as  if  with  n 
burning  eautery,  and  made  holes  of  the  size  of  a  nut,  Wlicn 
his  friend  acknowledged  the  acuteness  of  the  pain,  by  the 
cry  he  uttered^    This/'  said  the  dead  niaUi    will  be  a  strong 
proof  to  you,  as  long  as  you  live,  of  my  pains ;  and,  m\\m 
you  neglect  it,  a  singular  token  for  your  salvation.    Where*  . 
fore,  while  you  have  the  power;  while  indignation  is  sus- 
pended over  your  head  ;  while  God's  ling(  rinu^  nierey  waits 
for  you  ;  change  your  habit,  dianLn^,  your  disposition  ;  in  - 
come a  monk  at  Kennes,  in  the  monastery  of  St.  Mclauius.* 
When  the  living  man  was  unwilling  to  agree  to  these  words, 
the  other,  sternly  glancing  t^t  him,    If  you  doubt,  wretched 
man,"  said  lie,    turn  and  read  these  letters     and  with  these 
words,  he  stretched  out  bis  hand,  inscribed  witli  bla(!k  (diarac- 
ters,  in  which,  Satun,  and  all  the  eonipaiiy  of  infrrnals  sent 
•  their  thanks,  IVoiu  hell,  to  tlic  whoh»  rccicsiastical  body  ;  as 
well  fur  denying  themselves  no  single  pleasure,  as  tor  sending, 
through  neglect  of  their  preaching,  so  many  of  their  subject'  • 
souls  to  hell,  as  no  former  age  liad  ever  witnessed.  With 
these  words  the  speaker  vanished ;  and  the  hearer  dis* 
tiibuting  his  whole  property  to  the  church  and  to  the  i)o<)r, 
went  to  the  monastery  ;  admonishing  tdi,  who  heard  or  sa^/ 
Lim,  of  his  :iudJea  coiivcioion,  and  extraordinary  interv  ic»v, 
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tK)  that  tliey  exclaimed,  "  It  is  the  right  hand  of  the  Akaightj 
that  lias  dune  this.'*  *  .  ' 

I  feel  no  regret  at  having  inserted  thiii  for  the  benctU  of 
iDjr  readers :  now  I  shall  return  to  William*  For  sinee  I 
have  briefly,  but  I  hope  not  uaelesslyi  gone  over  the  transac- 
tions in  which  he  was  engaged^  when  only  earl  Of  Normandy^ 
for  thirty  years,  the  order  of  time  now  requires  a  new  series 
uf  ri'lutioii  ;  that  I  may,  as  far  us  my  inquiries  have  dla- 
cuvcicJ,  detect  falUicy,  uud  declai'c  the  truth  rclaliu*;  to  his 
rc|;ul  goveniiuont. 

When  king  Edward  liad  yielded  to  fute,  England,  iiuc-' 
tuutiii;;  with  doubtful  favour,  was  uncertain  to  which  ruler 
she  should  coniuiit  hcr^lf :  to  Ilurold,  William,  or  Edgar : 
for  the  kiii<^  had  recommended  him  also  to  the  nobility,  as 
nearest  to  the  80verei«rnty  in  point  of  birtli  ;  cotH*ealing  liis 
kiur  judgment  iVum  the  tenderiuss   oi   his  dis|Hisition. 

*  Wliorcforc,  as  1  have  bald  above,  the  Eiijrlish  were  tli^trai'tt  d 
'  in  liu  ir  choice,  although  all  of  them  openly  wished  well  to 

liurold*  lie,  indeed,  once  dignilied  with  the  diadt^a,  thought 
nothing  of  the  covenant  between  himself  and  William :  he 
said,  that  he  was  absolved  fi*om  his  oatii,  because  his  daughter, 
to  whom  he  had  been  betrothed,  had  died  befoi*e  she  was 
Uiarriugcablc.  .  For  this  man,  though  possessing  numberless 
good  qualities,  is  repoi  ted  to  have  b(»on  careless  abuui  al>- 
stahiiiig  perlidy,  so  that  he  Ouuld,  by  any  device,  elude 

the  reasonings  of  men  on  this  matter*  Moreover,  supposing 
that  the.  threats  of  William  would  never  be  put  into  execution^ 
because  he  was  occupied  in  wars  with  neighbouring  princes, 
he  hud,  with  Ids  subjects,  given  full  indulgence  to  security. 
For  indeed,  had  lie  not  heard  that  the  king  of  Norway  was 
approaching,  he  would  neither  have,  conch'scemled  tu  nillect 
tr(H>p.s,  nor  to  array  them.  William,  in  the  meantime,  bei^aii 
auidly  to  address  him  by  messen.gers  ;  to  exi>ostulate  on  tho 
broken  covenant ;  to  mingle  threats  with  entreaties  ;  and  to 
warn  hiiu,  that  ei*e  a  year  expired,  he  would  claim  his  due  ' 
by  the  sword,  and  that  he  would  come  to  that  place,  where 

•  Harold  HUpposed  lie  had  firmer  footing  than  himself.  Harold 
again  rejoined  Avhiit  1  have  related,  eoueeniing  tlie  nupti.iLs 
of  his  daughter,  and  added,  that  lie  had  been  prtn  ipiiate,  oil 
the  bubjeel  of  the  kingdom,  in  Iiaviiig  cunlii-mcd  t4>  iiini  by 
eutii  another  s  right,  without  the  univerciul  conbcut  and  edict 
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of  the  j^encral  tncetinp:,  ortlic*  [>eoi»lc:  np^ain,  that  a  rash 
oatU  ought  to  be  broken  ;  for  ii'  the  oatli,  or  vow,  whicli» 
•  maiden,  under  her  father^s  roof,  made  concerning  her  peraoo, 
ivithout  the  knowledge  of  her  parenta,  was  aiyiidged  invalid; 
how  mttcK  more  invMid  must  that  oath  be,  which  he  luul 
miide  eoncernln«?  the  whole  kingdom,  wlien  under  the  king's 
autliority,  conipilleJ  by  the  necessity  the  time,  and  with- 
out  the  knovvhHlgc  of  the  nation.*  Besides  it  was  an  unju.st 
reciuest,  to  ask  him  to  resi;;ii  a  government  which  he  had 
assumed  by  the  univerjial  kindness  of  his  fellow  dubject^, 
and  which  would  neither  be  agreeable  to  the  people,  nor  mk 
for  the  military. 

In  this  way,  confounded  either  by  true,  or  plausible,  arj^ii- 
inents  tlic  ni(»s5»enger3  returned  without  success.  The  earl, 
liuwever,  made  every  necessary  |)re[>uratiou  \\>v  war  Uiirin}; 
the  whole  of  that  year;  retaine<l  liis  own  »ulJiers  with  iu- 
creased  pay,  and  invited  those  of  others :  ordered  his  ranks 
and  battalions  in  such  wise,  that  the  Hohliers  slioidd  be  tuU 
and  stout;  tliat  the  commanders  and  st  an  (hud -bearers,  in 
addition  to  tlmv  military  Hcsenci*,  shuuhl  be  looked  up  to  lor 
tlieir  wisdom  and  age ;  insomuch,  that  each  of  them,  whether 
neon  in  the  field  or  eljiowhere,  might  be  taken  for  a  prince, 
rather  than  a  h'ader.  The  bishops  and  ahbats  of  tliose  days 
vied  so  much  in  rt  li;:.'i()ii,  and  the  nobility  in  princely  libe- 
rality, that  it  is  W(Mi(h'rrul,f  witliin  a  period  of  le^s  iliun 
sixty  J  years,  lu>w  eitlicr  order  sliouhl  have  becouic  iio  mi- 
fruitfui  in  goodness,  as  to  take  up  a  confederate  war  against 
justice:  the  former,  through  de.sire  of  eccleHiu^tical  promo- 
tion, embracing  wrong  in  preference  to  right  and  equity; 
and  tlie  latteri  casting  off  shame,  and  seeking  every  oceasiou 

•  ••These  words  seem  to  imply  that  tlic  Great  Council  of  tlie  kinj»(!oTn 
ha<l  never  ngreui]  to  any  st  tlh  nu'iit  of  tlic  crown  on  tliu  duke  ;  anil  witii- 
<iut  Huc'h  siuiction  no  o:itli  nuiilc  by  Harold  in  favour  of  William  would 
hiivc  bt'en  bindinix  "  — Haudv. 

•f  Some  copie'i  omit  from  "  it  is  wonderful,**  to  "  Dut/'  and  substilute 
ftji  follows: — •  ....**  that  in  the  coursc  of  a  very  few  yean*,  many,  if  not 
alU  tilings  were  ncen  chan^^ed  in  either  onler.  Thu  fonnor  bi^canie,  in  sonify 
reMftei^ts,  more  iluU  but  more  liberal:  the  latter^  .more  prudent  in  every 
thin^,  bat  more  pcnunoa^ ;  yet  both,  in  defending  their  country,  viiliunt  in 
battlf^,  provident  in  counnel ;  prepared  to  advance  thdr  own  fortune,  and 
to  ilc'iJfc&i  that  of  tlieir  enemies." 

:j:  fills  ])  isv:i2;e  enables  m  to  ascertain  nearly  the  year  in  which  Williuin 
of  Malmcftbury'ft  work  %ruft  written. 
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for  begging  money  a.H  fur  their  daily  pay.  But  at  tliat  time 
♦  the  prudence  of  William,  seconded  by  tlie  providence  of  God« . 
ilreiidy  anticipated  the  invasion  of  England;  and  that  no 
mbness  might  atain  bia  just  cau»B»  he  sent  to  the  i>opcy  for- 
merly Anseimy  binhop  of  Luc4>ii,  who  Imd  assumed  the  name 
of  Alexander,  idk»«;iii<^  t lie  justice  of  the  war  which  he  medi- 
tati'd  with  all  I  he  cluquenee  he  was  master  of.  Harold 
oaiiltiij  io  do  this,  either  because  he  was  protid  by  nature, 
or  cUc  dintruHtcd  his  eauhc ;  or  because  he  feared  that  his 
iDessen«;crs  would  be  ob:jtrueted  by  William  and  his  parti- 
mitif  who  licset  every  port  Tlie  ]K>pe,  duly  examining  the 
prctcuMoiis  of  both  purticvs,  delivered  a  standard  to  William, 
as  an  auspicious  )u*cstigc  of  the  kingdom:  on  receiving 
wliii  h,  hf  isuiiiiiioned  an  a.s>embly  of  his  noblen,  :it  I^illebourne, 
I'ur  the  |)UJi»u.se  of  um  *  rtaining  their  sentinn'iits  on  this 
uUeiiipt.  And  when  he  liad  conHnued,  by  sph'iidid  pro- 
luiiic^s  all  who  approved  his  design,  he  up[>ointed  them  to 
prepare  tiliippiTi^^,  in  pi*oiiortion  to  the  extent  of  their  pos- 
:K*f(sioiis.  Thus  they  departed  at  tliat  time;  and,  in  the 
moutJi  of  August^  re-'Ua^^embled  in  a  body  at  St.  Yallery,* 
for  BO  that  pott  called  by  its  new  name.  Collecting, 
tLerelure,  tdiips  from  every  (pnirter,  they  awaited  the  pro- 
pitious jralc  whieli  was  to  carry  tlicui  to  their  destination. 
When  this  delayed  blowing  for  several  days,  the  eoninion 
»ul(li«  r-,  as  is  geuerally  the  ease,  began  to  mutter  in  their 
tentSy  that  the  man  nuist  be  mad,  wlio  wished  to  Hubjugate 
a  foreign  country ;  that  God  opiiosed  liiin,  who  Avitlilicid  tiie 
wind;  that  his  father  pur|K>sed  a  similar  attempt,  and  waa 
iu  like  manner  frustrated ;  tlmt  it  was  the  fate  of  tlmt  family 
to  a>pire  to  things  beyond  their  reach,  and  find  God  for  their 
adversary."  ]ii  consequiiiee  of  these  things,  which  were* 
eiuaigh  to  enervate  tin;  lon*e  of  the  brave,  being  [Hihlicly 
Hoi.-^ed  abroad,  the  duke  held  a  council  with  his  chicls,  and 
ordered  the  body  of  Su  Vallery  to  be  brought  fortl^  and  to 
be  exposed  to  the  ojien  air,  for  the  purfiose  of  imploring  a 

•  "  There  are  t^vo  plucca  c»ilicd  St.  Valciii  one  in  I'icardy,  bituatcU  at 
the  mouth  of  tho  Somme,  tind  Airmerly  called  Leu^oiiauii ;  tbc  other  is  a 
large  hi-u-jHtrt  town,  itttuutvtl  ia  Nonnandy,  in  tho  clioci'NO  of  Rotien,  and 
wan  fimnerly  called  S.  Vulcri  leu  Plains,*  liut  nowS.  Vaicri  en  Ciiux.  It 
ft'cinttto  he  Hk  foniKT  )>hii;o  to  which  Malmeshury  here  refent,  *  In  Pon* 
tivo  apuil  S.  Walerieiini  in  anoofut  congrue  tfturc  fucit/  writes  William  of 
Jumicge9,*'^lUaor. 

« 
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wind.  No  delay  now  interposed,  but  the  wUhed^for  gak 
filled  their  saik.  A  joyftil  cfaimour  then  arising,  Bummoned 
every  one  to  the  sUpa.  The  earl  himself  Ar^t  hunelung 
from  the  continent  into  the  deep,  awaited  the  rest,  at  anclior, 
nearly  in  mid-channel.  All  then  assembled  round  the  crira- 
soil  sail  of  the  adinirars  ship;  and,  havin*^  liint  dined,  thej 
arrived,  after  a  favourable  passage,  at  llustin<;s.  Aa  he  dis- 
embarked he  slipped  down,  but  turned  the  accident  to  his 
advantage;  a  soldier  who  stood  near  calling  out  to  hiiu^ 
^  you  hold  England,*  my  lord,  its  future  king."  lie  then 
restrained  his  whole  anny  fram  plundering ;  warning  them, 
thai  they  should  now  abstain  from  what  must  hereafter  be 
ihc'ir  own  ;|  and  iur  llltLi  n  successive  days  he  remained  so 
perfectly  quiet,  that  he  seemed  to  tiiink  of  notliing  less  tlurn 
of  Avar. 

In  the  meantime  Harold  returned  from  the  battle  with 
the  Norwegians;  happy,  in  his  own  estimation,  at  having 
conquered;  but  not  so  in  mine,  as  he  had  secured  the  victory 
by  parricide.  When  the  noMrs  of  the  Noi*man's  arrival 
reached  him,  reeking  as  he  was  from  battle,  lie  proceeded  to 
Hastings,  though  accompanied  by  very  few  forces.  No 
doubt  the  futea  urged  liim  on,  as  he  neither  summoned  his 

•  This  was  R-iid  in  allusion  to  t)ie  foiulal  investiture,  or  formal  act  of 
takin*;  pos-^c-rwitjii  of  an  fstate  hy  the  delivery  of  (.crtain  Kymbols.  "  This 
utory,  however,  ia  rciiiicrcd  a  iiitle  »uspiciuii8  by  liiese  worJij  hein^'  in  ux.ict 
coiUoniiity  with  those  of  Ca-aar,  when  hu  btumbled  und  fell  at  iii.*>  lamiiu^ 
in  Africa,  Teneo  ic,  Africa,  Thu  wtcncc  of  Wiliiaiu  of  i'oitou,  wlio  wsA 
the  dukeli  diaplain,  and  with  him  at  his  landing,  makes  the  truth  of  it  sUU 
moro  ciouhtfuf-^HAaoY. 

t  Whsitcver  may  have  been  the  cou(|ucror*it  ordeni,  to  rctttnun  IiIb 
army  from  plundering,  it  is  conclusive,  from  the  DomvMluy  Survey,  that 
they  Were  of  no  avail.  The  whole  of  the  country,  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Hastiii'.'s,  appears  to  have  been  laid  woste.  Sir  Henry  Ellis,  in  the  last 
c<litioii  of  his  (icaeral  Introduction  to  Domesday,  ohscrvcH,  that  the  di- 
•tructjon  occii.Nj«>iied  by  the  coinjiitror  s  iiriny  <mi  lirjat  arrival,  i.-*  ai'ji;irir»t 
uiure  particularly  under  lloUingtou,  iiexiiUl,  t^e.  The  value  oi  each 
luanor  is  ^'jven  as  it  Htood  in  the  reign  of  the  conc|ueror  ;  afterwards  it  is 
aaid,  *  vastatum  fait;'  and  then  follonni  the  value  at  the  time  of  the  survey. 
The  tttuation  of  theue  manon  evidently  showB  their  devastated  state  to 
have  bcen'owin;;  to  the  luiny  marching  over  it ;  and  clearly  evinces 
another  circumstance  rehiting  to  the  invasion,  wliich  is,  that  William  did 
not  hin«l  his  army  at  one  particular  spot,  at  ilulwerhithe,  or  Hastings,  as  is 
»uj)posed, — but  at  all  the  several  jvrojjer  places  ibr  lunding  along  the  coast, 
tiviu  licxhill  to  Winchelsea.''— -ilAUOY* 
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troops,  nor,  had  lie  been  willinj^  to  <lo  so,  would  lie  liave 
fuuiui  inaiiy  ready 'to  ol»oy  call;  so  Jiostile  wore  uH  to 
^  hiiu,  as  1  have  bciure  ubacrved,  i'roiu  his  having  apprupriated 
the  nurtlicra  Bix>il:»  entirely  to  himself.  He  sent  out  some 
p(^na»  however,  to  reconnoitre  the  number  and  strei^^^th  of 
the  enemy:  these,  being  taken  within  the  camf^  William 
ordered  to  bo  led  amongst  the  tent«i|  and,  after  feasitiiig 
them  plentifully,  to  be  iient  back  uninjured  to  their  lord. 
Oa  their  return,  Ilarohl  inquired  what  news  tliey  brought: 
when,  after  relutiuj^  at  full,  the  nul>le  confidence  of  the 
gciicral,  they  giav<  ly  atlili  d,  tliat  almost  all  his  army  had  the 
u|)pearanee  of  priests,  as  lliey  had  the  whole  faee,  with  both 
lips,  shaven.  For  the  English  leave  the  upper  lip  unshorn, 
auU'ering  the  hair  continually  to  increase;  which  Juliu3 
Cwsar,  in  hid  treuti.se  on  the  Gallic  War/  affirms  to  have 
been'  a  national  custom  with  the  ancient  inhabitants  of 
Britain.  Thekmi:  smiled  at  the  simplicity  of  the  relators, 
ohscrvintr,  with  a  j>lca>aiit  laugh,  that  they  were  not  priests, 
hut  .soldhTs,  strong  in  arms,  and  invincible  in  splilt.  liis 
brother,  Girth,  a  youth,  on  tlie  verge  of  manhood,  and  of 
knowledge  and  valour  sur[>assing  his  years,  caught  up  his 
words:  "  Since,"  said  lie,  you  extol  so  much  the  valour  of 
the  Norman,  I  think  it  ill-advised  for  you,  who  arc  hia 
inferior  in  strength  and  desert,  to  contend  with  him.  Nor 
can  you  deny  heitr;^  hound  to  him,  by  oath,  either  willingly, 
or  by  compulsion.  Wlh  refore  ytm  will  act  wisely,  if,  your- 
self withdrawing  from  tills  j)rc>-ing  ciiici*;;('n<'y,  you  allow  us 
to  try  the  issue  of  a  battle.  We,  who  are  free  from  all  obli- 
^rution,  .sliall  justly  draw  the  sword  in  defen<*e  of  our  country, 
it  is  to  be  uppiH^hended,  if  yon  engage,  tliat  you  will  be  .  • 
dther  subjected  to  flight  or  to  death :  whereas,  if  we  only 
y^ur  cause  will  be  safe  at  all  events :  for  you  will  be 
able  both  to  rally  the  fugitives,  and  to  avenge  the  dead.** 

His  unbridleil  rashness  yielded  no  placid  ear  to  the  words 
of  his  adviser,  thinking  it  base,  and  a  reproach  to  his  past 
life,  to  turn  his  back  on  danger  of  any  kind;  and,  with 
sifnilar  impudence,  or  to  speak  more  favourably,  iniprudeaec, 
he  drove  away  a  monk,  the  messenger  of  Wilham,  not  deign- 
ing him  even  a  com|i1acent  look;  imprecating  only,  that  God 
Would  decide  between  him  and  the  earl.    He  was  the  bearer 

•  Lib.  Y.  0. 14. 
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of  three  propositions ;  either  that  Harold  should  relinquish 
the  kingdom,  aeoording  to  his  agreement,  or  hold  it  of 
William;  or  decide  the  matter  by  single  combat  in  the  sight 
€>f  cither  army.    For  William*  elainiCfl  the  kingdom,  on  the 

ground  that  king  Edwunl,  by  the  jidvice  of  Stigand,  the 
archbishop,  and  of  the  earls  Godwin  and  Siward,  had 
gnintcd  it  to  him,  and  had  wnt  the  son  and  nephew  of  Gml- 
win  to  Normandy,  as  sureties  of  the  grant.  If  llurold 
should  deny  thi:»,-  he  wouhl  abide  by  the  judgment  of  tho 
jiopCy  or  by  battle;  orf  all  which  propositions,  the  messenger 
being  frustrated  by  tlie  single  answer  I  have  related,  re- 
turned, and  communicated  to  his  party  fresh  spirit  for  the 
conflict. 

The  couraj^eouH  leaders  mutually  prepared  Cor  battle,  each 
accordinj^  to  hi?*  national  custom.  The  Kn<(lis!i,  as  >ve  have* 
heard,  pas.-^ed  the  night  without  sleep,  in  drinking  and  sing- 
ingy  and,  in  the  morning,  proceeded  without  delay  towards 
tlie  enemy;  all  were  on  foot,  armed  with  battle-axes,  and 
covering  themselves  in  front  hy  the  junction  of  their  shields, 
they  formed  an  imj>enetrable  body,  whielr  would  have  se- 
cured tlieir  safety  that  day,  Lad  not  the  Normans,  bj  u 
fei;:iied  fli^dit,  induced  them  to  open  th(*ir  ranks,  which  till 
tliut  time,  according  to  their  custom,  were  closely  compacted. 
The  king  himself  on  foot,  stood,  with  his  brother,  near  the 
standard ;  in  order  that,  while  all  shared  equal  danger,  none 
might  think  of  retreating.  This  standard  William  sent, 
after  the  victoi  y,  to  the  po[)e ;  it  was  sumptuously  embroi- 
dered, with  gold  and  precious  stones,  in  the  iurm  of  a  man 
fighting. 

On  the  other  side,  the  Normans  passed  the  whole  ni;zht 
in  confessing  their  sins,  and  received  the  sacrament  in  tlu' 
morning:  their  infantry,  with  bows  and  arrows^  fotmed  the 
vaugunril,  wliile  tlieir  cavalry,  divided  into  wings,  were 
thrawn  back.  Tlie  earl,  with  serene  ctmntenance,  declaring 
aloud,  that  God  would  favour  his,  as  being  tlie  righteous 
side,  called  lor  his  arms;  and  presently,  when,  tlirouurli  tin* 

•  Tliis  IS  from  W.  I'ittuviensia,  who  puts  it  in  the  mouth  of  llu-  con- 
queror,  hut  it  in  evidently  false;  for  Cotlwiti  died  a.d.  10/>3,  Siuunl  a.I'. 

and  in  1054  we  find  Edward  tlie  Confu.-»f»or  Kcndinj?  for  his  m  pln.*' 
fruin  iluui,Mrv,  to  make  liini  liin  bucccbsor  in  the  kinj»d<»in,  who,  uicord* 
ini4lv,  ;irii\ ca;  in  a  d.  1(»j7,  and  died  ahnost  imnicdiati  ly  alter,  lie  could 
ziul,  LliciciofL',  Uavc  made  the  settlement  an  hero  aa^icrted. 
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hnrrjr  of  his  attendantai  he  had  put  on  his  hauberk  the  hind 
putt  before^*  he  corrected  the  mistake  with  a  laugh ;  saying, 
^My  dukedom  shall  be  turned  into  a  kmgdom."   Then  be- 

ginnin*!^  the  song  of  Koland,f  tliat  the  warlike  example  of 
that  man  might  biiniuhite  the  Buldiers,  and  calling  on  God 
lor  assistance,  tlie  hattlc  connaenced  on  Ixith  siden.  Thi  y 
fouglit  with  arilour,  nci titer  giving  ground,  ibr  great  part 
of  the  day.  Finding  thi.s,  William  gave  a  signal  to  Ids  party, 
that,  bjr  a  feigned  flight,  they  hhould  retreat.  Through  this 
device,  the  dose  body  of  the  Knglisli,  opening  ibr  the  pur* 
fHise  of  cutting  down  the  straggling  enemy,  brought  u)>on 
iL>ell'  hwilt  destruction;  for  the  JSormans,  facing  about,  at- 
tackrd  tlieni  thus  diMndcrt'il,  and  compelled  tliem  to  lly.  In 
tlus  iiKiniar,  ileeeived  by  u  .^t rataL'iin,  they  met  an  honour- 
\h\i'  death  in  avenging  their  country;  nor  indeed  were  they 
at  all  wanting  to  their  own  revenge,  as,  by  frequently  making 
a  stand,  they  slaughtered  their  pursuers  in  heaps:  for,  get* 
ting  [Kissessiou  of  an  eminence,  they  drove  down  the  JNor- 
nians,  when  roused  with  indignation  and  anxiously  striving 
to  gain  tlie  Iiigher  ground,  into  the  valley  bLiicath,  where, 
lusilj  iiurling  their  jas  i  lins  and  rolling  down  stom  s  on  them 
us  -they  Htood  below,  they  destroyed  them  to  a  man.  Be-; 
jjiik^s,  by  a  shoit  passage,  with  which  they  were  acquainted, 
avoiding  a  dee]>  ditch,  they  trod  under  foot  such  a  multitude 
of  their  enemies  in  that  place,  that  they  made  the  hollow 
level  with  the  plain,  by  the  heaps  of  carcasses.  This  yicissi* 
•  tmle  of  first  one  party  conquering,  and  then  the  other,  pre- 
vailed as  lung  as  ihe  life  ol  llaiultl  continued;  but  when  lie 
I'  ll,  I'roni  haviji;^  ^'i*^  brain  j)ieree<l  with  an  arrow,  the  Hight 
or  tiie  English  ceased  not  until  night,  The  valour  of  both 
leaders  was  here  eminently  couispieuous. 

Harold,  not  merely  content  with  the  duty  of  a  general  in 
exliorting  othei*s,  diligently  entered  into  every  soldier-like 
oflice;  often  would  he  strike  the  enemy  when  coming  to 
close  quarters,  so  that  none  could  approach  him  with  im- 
punity; ibr  innm iliately  tlie  same  hlow  levelled  both  horse 
uiid  rider.    W'hereiore,  as  1  have  related,  receiving  the  fatal 

•  Ah  tlie  iimiour  of  that  timu  wan  uf  mail,  tliis  laiglit  eujiily  hapjien. 

f  What  this  wan  U  not  known  ;  but  it  ib  .snpjHisi'd  t(i  liavc  been  u  tialluUi 
iir  rumuiK't*,  cuniineniorutin^  the  heroic  acliicveuicnts  of  the  pretended 
fkjAibw  of  Cluirletnfqpio. 
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arrow  from  a  distaiicey  he  7iel4cd  to  dealli.   One  of  th 

BoUliera  with  a  sword  gushed  his  tbigli,  as  he  lay  prostrate 

for  which  shamclul  and  cowardly  uetion,  he  was  braade 
•with  iL'nominy  by  William,  and  dismissed  the  service, 
■  William  too  was  eciiKilly  ready  to  encourage  by  liis  voic 
and  by  his  presence;  to  be  the  first  to  rusli  forward;  t 
attack  the  thic^kest  of  the  foe.  Thus  everywhere  nigiQ^ 
everywhere  foriousi  he  lost  three  choice  horses,  which  wer 
that  day  pierced  under  hinu  Tlie  dauntless  spirit  an 
vigour  of  the  intrepid  general,  however,  still  persister 
thoni^h  often  called  buck  by  the  kind  remonstrance'  uf  hi 
liody-giuird ;  he  still  persisted,  I  say,  till  approaching  nigl 
crowned  him  with  comj)l('t(!  victory.  Ai»d  no  doubt,  th 
hand  of  God  so  protected  him,  that  tlie  eiietay  should  drui 
no  blood  from  his  person,  though  they  aimed  so  many  jav€ 
lins  at  him. 

Tliis  was  a  fatal  day  to  England,  a  melancholy  havoc  ( 
our  dear  country,  through  its  change  of  masters.    For  : 

liad  lung  since  adopted  the  manners  of  tlie  Angles,  whic 
had  been  very  various  according  to  the  times  :  for  in  tli 
first  years  of  their  arrival,  tliey  were  barbarians  in  thci 
look  and  manners,  warlike  in  tluiir  usages,  heathens  in  the! 
rites ;  but,  after  embracing  the  faith  of  Christy  by  degree 
and  in  process  of  time,  from  the  peace  they  enjoyed,  rc^anl 
ing  arms  only  in  a  secondary  light,  they  gave  their  who! 
attention  to  religion.  I  say  nothing  of  the  poor,  the  niear 
ness  of  wliose  fortune  often  restrains  them  iVuin  ovcrsteppin 
the  bounds  of  justice:  1  omit  men  of  ecclesiastical  rani 
-whom  sometimes  respect  to  their  profession,  and  sometinu 
the  fear  of  shame,  sufier  not  to  deviate  from  the  truth: 
speak  of  princes,  who  from  the  greatness  of  their  pow< 
might  have  full  liberty  to  indulge  in  plea9WPa;^niQ,  < 
whom,  in  their  own  country,  and  others  at  Home,  changin 
their  habit,  obtained  a  heavenly  kin^^dom,  and  a  datntl 
intercourse.  Many  during  their  wliule  lives  in  oulwai 
appearance  only  embraced  the  present  world,  in  order  th; 
they  might  exhaust  their  treasures  on  tlie  poor,  or  divi* 
them  amongst  monasteries.  What  sliall  I  say  of  the  midt 
tudes  of  bishops,  hermits,  and  abbuts?  Does  not  the  who 
island  blaze  with  such  numerous  relics  of  its  natives,  th 
jgu  can  scarcely  pass  a  vilhige  of  any  consequence  but  yc 
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hear  tlio  name  of  some  now  saint,  besides  the  numbers  of 
whom  all  notices  liave  perislied  tlirough  the  want  of  records  ? 
Nevertheless,  in  process  of  iime^  tlie  desire  after  literature 
and  relir^ion  had  deeayed,  for  several  years  before.the  arrival 
of  the  Normans.  The.  clergy,  contented  with  a  very  slight 
degree  of  learning,  could  scarcely  stammer  out  the  words  of 
tliu  sacraments ;  and  a  iKjrson  who  understixnl  grammar,  was 
an  object  of  wonJcr  and  astoni.^hioent.  The  monks  mocked 
tiie  riilt;  of  their  order  by  fine  vestments,  and  the  use  of 
every  kind  of  food.    The  nobility,  given  up  to  luxury  anil 

^  wantonness,  went  not  to  church  in  the  morning  alter  the 
manner  of  Christians,  but  merely,  in  a  careless  manner, 
heard  matins  and  masses  from  a  hurrying  priest  in  their 
chuuibcris  amid  the  hlaiidishmentH  of  their,  wivei*.  The 
commonalty,  left  unproteeted,  became  a  prey  to  the  most 

'  powerful,  who  amassed  tui  Uiucs,  by  either  seizin*;  on  tiieir 
pr(»|M»rty,  or  by  sellin-  their  |HMsuns  into  iorei;iii  (ountries; 
ahli(Mi^'h  it  be  an  innati',  quality  of  this  peoph',  to  be  iiiorei 
inclined  to  revelling,  than  to  the  accumulation  of  wealth- 
There  was  one  custom,  repugnant  to  nature,  which  they 
adopted ;  namely,  to  sell  their  female  servants,  when  pi*eg^ 
naut  by  them  and  after  tlu  y  had  satisfied  their  lust,  either 
to  public  prostitution,  or  foreign  slavery.  Dnnklng  in  par- 
lies was  a  universal  praetiee,  in  which  occupation  they 
jjassed  entire  nii^lits  as  well  as  days.  They  eoasuuicd  their 
whole  sub:stauee  in  mean  and  despicable  houses;  unlike  the 
Normans  and  French,  who,  in  noble  and  splendid  mansions, 
Uved  with  frugality.  The  vices  attendant  on  drunkenness^ 
which  enervate  the  human  mind,  followed;  hence  it  arose 
that  engaging  William,  more  witli  rashness,  and  precipitate 
fiU),  thaii  military  skill,  they  doomed  themselves,  and  their 
country  to  slavery,  by  one,  and  that  an  easy,  victory.  "For 
nothing  is  less  elfective  than  nushness ;  and  what  begins  with 
violence,  (quickly  ceases,  or  is  repelled."  In  line,  the  English 
at  that  time,  wore  short  "garments  i*eaclnng  to  the  mid-knee; 
they  had  their  hair  cropped ;  their  beards  shaven ;  their  arms 
laden  with  golden  bracelets ;  their  skin  adorned  with  punc- 
tured designs.  Tii(iy  were  accustomed  to  eat  till  they  be- 
cauic  hurtt  ited,  and  to  drink  till  they  were  siek.  These 
latter  qualities  they  imparted  to  their  conquerors;  as  to  the^ 
rcbt,  they  adopted  their,  manners.   I  would  not,  liowever^** 
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have  these  bad  prope^ities  universally  ascribed  to  the  Eng- 
lish. I  know  that  many  of  tlie  clcr^^y,  at  that  day,  trod  the 
path  of  sanctity,  by  a  blameless  life ;  I  know  that  many  of 
the  laity,  of  all  ranks  and  conditions,  in  this  nation,  were 
well-j)leasing  to  6od.  Be  injustice  far  from  this  account; 
the  accusation  does  not  involve  the  wliole  indiscriminately. 
**  But,  as  in  peace,  the  mercy  of  God  often  cherislu  :i  the 
bad  and  the  ^rood  together;  so,  equally,  does  his  severity, 
sometimes,  include  them  both  iu  captivity." 

Moreover,  the  Normans^  that  I  may  speak  of  them  also, 
were  at  that  time,  and  are  even  now,  proudly  apparelled, 
delicate  in  their  food,  but  hot  excessive.  They  are  a  race 
.  inured  to  war,  and  can  hardly  live  without  it ;  fierce  in  rush- 
ing  against  the  enemy  ;  and  where  strenjrth  fails  of  success, 
roudy  to  use  ^t^^tu•renl,  or  to  eorrupt  by  bribery.  As  I  have  * 
related,  they  live  in  large  edifices  with  economy  ;  envy  their 
equals  j  wish  to  excel  their  sui>eriors  ;  and  plunder  their 
subjects,  though  they  defend  them  from  others ;  they  are 
faithful  to  their  lords,  though  a  slight  otfence  renders  them 
perfidious.  They  weigh  treachery  by  its  chance  of  success, 
find  elwnge  their  sentiments  with  money.  They  are,  however, 
the  kindest  of  nations,  and  they  esteem  stran<^ers  worthy  of 
equal  lionour  witii  tluinselves.  They  iiKu  intermarry  with 
their  vassals.  They  revived,  by  their  arrival,  the  observ- 
ances of  religion,  whieh  were  everywhere  grown  lifeless  in 
England.  You  might  see  churches  rise  in  every  village,  and 
monasteries  in  the  towns  and  cities,  built  after  a  style  un- 
known before;  you  might  behold  the  country  flourishing 
with  renovated  rites ;  so  that  each  wealthy  man  accounted 
that  day  lost  to  hira,  which  he  had  neglected  to  signalize  by 
8ome  nuignitietMit  action.  But  having  enl:n;i(Hl  sutlieieiUly 
on  these  |K)iiits,  li  t  us  pursue  the  transactions  of  Williiun. 

WJien  his  victory  was  complet(%  lie  caused  his  dead  to  l>e 
interred  with  great  jKjnq) ;  granting  the  enemy  the  liberty  of 
doing  the  like,  if  they  thought  proper.  lie  sent  the  body  of 
Harold*  to  his  mother,  who  begged  it,  uiimnsomed ;  though 

•  There  ttitins  to  liave  been  a  fajmious  sturj  current  during  the  twelfth 
centiny,  that  Harold  escaped  from  the  biUtle  of  lhuitini;s.  (JiraUIus  Cam* 
brenais  atierts,  that  it  mn  beticved  UaroUl  bad  fled  frmn  the  btittle>field, 
pierced  with  many  woandii,  and  with  the  Um»  of  his  left  eye ;  and  that  he 
AfiMled  bis  days  piously  and  vutuoualy,  as  on  aachoritg,  at  Cheater,  Both 
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she  proffered  large  sums  by  her  raeasengers.  She  buried  it, 
wlii  ii  tliUH  pbtuiiUMl,  ut  Wulthiim  ;  a  ohurcli  wliich  In  luicl 
built  at  his  own  expense,  in  honour  oi'  tiie  Holy  Cross,  and 
hod  endowed  for  canons.    William  then,  bjr  degrees  proct^od- 

^  ing,  09  became  a  conqueror,  with  his*army,  not  aiW  an  hos* 
tile,  but  a  royal  manner,  joumeyci|l  towards  London,  the 
principal  city  of  the  kingdom ;  and  shortly  after,  ail.  tlie 
citizens  riuiie  out  to  meet  Ikim  with  Lrratulutioii.s.  Cro\v»ls 
pourrd  out  of  every  jrat*;  -to  greet  him,  instigatetl  by  tlie 
iiohility,  and  principally  by  Sti^^aiiil,  archliic^hop  of  Canter- 
bury, and  Aldred,  of  York.  For,  hliortly  belbre,  Ed  win  and 
Morcar,  two  brothers  of  great  expectation,  hearing,  at  Lon- 
don, the  news  of  llarold's  death,  solicited  the  citizena  to 
exalt  one  of  them  to  the  throne :  failing,  however,  in  the 
attempt,  they  had  departed  for  Nortlmmberland,  conjecturing, 
from  their  own  fijclin«;.s,  that  William  would  never  come 
tliither.  Tlie  othtr  chirfs  would  have  chosen  Edgar,  had  the 
bi-iliops  MUjjported  them  ;  but,  danger  and  domestic  broils 
closely  impending,  neither  did  this  take  efl'ect.    Thus  tlio 

*  English,  who,  liad  they  united  in  one  opitnon,  might  have 
rc|iaired  the  ruin  of  their  country,  introduced  a  stranger, 
while  they  wei*e  unwilling  to  cliouse  a  native,  to  govern  them. 
Being  now  decidedly  liuiled  king,  he  was  crowned  on  Christ- 
nias-day  by  archbishop  Aldrt'd  ;  i'oi  he  was  careful  iiui  tx> 
accept  tills  oiUcc  from  Stigand,  as  he  was  not  canouically  an 
arc]d)isliop. 

Of  the  various  wars  wliich  he  carried  on,  this  is  a  sum- 
mary. Favoured  by  God's  assistance,  he  easily  reduce*!  the 
city  of  Exeter,*  when  it  had  rebelled  ;  for  part  of  the  wall 

Knighton  ami  Brompton  qaotc  this  stcry.  W,  PictaTienus  says,  that  Wil. 
liatn  refu8t'd  the  boily  to  his  mother,  who  oftc'reil  its  wci^'ht  in  j;olil  for  it, 
ordirini;  it  to  he  Ijurifd  on  the  sea-coast.  In  the  Hurk'ian  MS.  377tj,  1k»- 
forc  nlrrntl  to,  tiirlli,  llarohl's  l*rothfr,  in  nnUi  in  have  m-apiil  alive: 
lie  i:i  rcpreiit'iitc-tl,  in  his  iiiti-rview  with  Henry  11.  to  have  sjuiken  iny?>te- 
tiuusly  reHjH'cLiiiL;  Harold^  and  to  liave  di'dtired  that  the  l)ody  ^d*  that  j)riTico 
wuH  not  at  Wulthani.  Sir  H.  Hilis,  quoting  tUia  MS.,  justly  oh2»Lrvc.H,  tiiut 
thi)  whole  wits,  probably,  the  fiibrictttioa  of  one  of  the  secular  canonis  who 
wm*  I'jcctcd  at  the  rc'founilution  of  Wiilthum  Abbi  y  in  J 1 77.'- — IIaudv. 
*  y our  nitinuflcriptji  read  Ejfoniam,  und  one»  namely^  that  which  waa 
.  used  by  Siivite,  rvatl  Odoniam^  But  Matthew  Paris  uIho  scenta  to  have 
rc';ul  Kioniaaif  for  nueh  \s  tlie  text  of  the  two  bcHt  MSS.  of  tliat  author. 
(Uc;<.  14,  c.  vii,  and  Cott.  Nero,  D.  v.)  Uptm  a  ]»ius.sai;e  in  the  Don\se- 
«byi>uffvey,  dmribiag  UxiurU  as  contaillil^(  47il  houscSy  which  weroao 
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fell  down  accidentally,  and  made  an  opening  for  liim.  In- 
deed lie  li5id  attacked  it  with  the  more  ferocity,  asserting 
that  those  irreverent  men  would  be  dei^terted  by  God's  favour^ 
because  one  of  them,  standing  upon  the  wtdl,  had  bared  bis 
posteriora,  and  had  broken  wind,  in  contempt  of  the  Nor*  • 
mans.  He  almost  annihihited  the  city  of  York,  tliat  sole  re- 
mariiinf?  shelter  for  reliellion,  and  de:<troye4  iU  citizens  with 
sword  and  famine.  Fur  there  Malcolm,  king  of  tiic  ScotvS, 
with  hi.s  party  ;  there  Edgar,  and  Morear,  and  Wultheof, 
with  the  English  and  Danes,  oft«  brooded  over  the  uest  of 
tyranny ;  there  they  freipiently  killed  his  g<!nerals  ;  whoso 
deaths,  were  I  severaUy  to  commemorate,  perhaps  I  Bhould 
not  be  superfluous,  though  I  might  risk  the  peril  of  creating 
disgust  I  while!  should  be  not  easily  pardoned  as  an  liisto- 
rian,  if  I  were  led  astray  by  the  falsities  of  my  authorities. 

Malcolm  willingly  received  all  the  English  fugitives,  af- 
fording to  each  every  protection  in  las  pow(?r,  but  mure  es- 
jK'eiiilly  to  Edgar,  whose  sister  he  had  married,  out  ui'  regard 
to  her  noble  descent.  On  his  behalf  he  liurnt  and  plundered 
the  adjacent  provinces  of  England  ;  not  that  he  supposed,  by 
so  doing,  he  could  be  of  any  service  to  him,  with  res))ect  to 
the  kingdom;  but  merely  to  disti'css  the  mind  of  William, 
who  was  incensed  at  his  territories  being  sul)ject  to  Scottish 
incursions.  In  consequence,  William,  collecting  a  body  of 
foot  and  horse,  repaired  to  the  nurtliern  parts  of  the  island, 
and  fir^t  of  all  received  into  subjection  the  metroptditan  city, 
which  English,  Danes,  and  Scots  olxstinatcly  defended  ;  its 
ritizcns  being  wasted  with  continued  want.  Tie  de.itroyed 
also  in  a  great  and  severe  battle,  a  considemble  number  of 
the  enemy,  who  had  come  to  the  succour  of  the  besieged ; 
though  the  victory  was  not  bloodless  on  Ids  side,  as  he  lost 

4Ji'»«'latLHi  llh'it  tliey  ctrnlil  not  pay  Sir  li.  ICllis rcinarkii ;  "  The  exlm- 

urtliiiary  nuuil)fr  of  liousea  spciiHt'd  desolutcd  at  Oxinr»l,  requires  ex- 
planation, li  ihe  poii&n^e  m  correct,  Matthew  Parin  pruhaliiy  givcH  us  the 
mtisu  of  it,  under  the  year  10()7,  when  Willium  tho  Conqueror  HuljJucd 
Ox/4trd  in  his  way  to  York Kodm  tempore  tox  Williehnus  urbcm  Ox* 
otiiiiin  hihi  rehdlein  obsudione  vuthivit.  Super  cujus  niuruui  quiduni,  litiina, 
nudato  inguine,  Bonitu  partin  inforioris  aunis  turbavk,  in  contcmj^tum  vide* 
Jicet  Nonnannorum ;  iindc  WiUicImus  in  iram  convenms,  civitatem  h'vi 
Tiegotio  wibju^avit.'  (Matt.  P.  cd.  Watts,  suh  arm.  10*57,  p.  4.)  Tho 
tn*f;;e  of  Excter  in  1067  is  also  mcMtidned  l)y  Siinton  of  liurhain,  col.  11)7  ; 
llovcden,  col.  ]  Ilaljih  tk  Dictto,  col.  4H2  ;  Flor.  of  Worcca.  fuU 
J  Vanc,  IGOl,  p.  O^i  j ;  mid  by  Ordcncujs  VituUs,  p.  ilO/'-rilAUUY. 
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nanj  of  his  people.  lie  then  ordered  both  the  towns  and 
Adds  of  the*  whole  district  to  be  hji  waste ;  the  fruits  and 

grain  to  bti  destroyed  by  fire  or  by  water,  more  especially  ou 
the  coast,  as  well  on  account  of  his  recent  displeasure,  as  bi  - 
caiiHe  a  rumour  had  gone  ai^road,  that  Canute,  kin«i^  of  Den- 
mark, the  son  of  Sweyn,  was  approaching  with  his  forces. 
The  reason  of  such  a  coinmandi  waSi  that  the  jthmdering 
pirate  sliould  find  no  booty  on  the  coast  to  take  with  him,  if 
lie  designed  to  depart *again  directly  ;  or  should  be  eompetled 
to  provide  a<]^ainHt  want,  if  he  thought  proj^er  to  stay.  Thus 
tin;  rej-ources  of  u  province,*  once  ilourishin^^,  and  the  nurM; 
of  tyrants,  were  cut  off  by  fire,  slaujrhte'r,  and  devastation  ; 
tlie  ground,  for  more  tlian  sixty  niili'H,  totally  inicultivatcd 
and  unproductive^  remains  bare  to  the  present  day.  Should 
any  stranger  now  see  it,  he  laments  over  the  once-magnifi- 
eent  cities ;  the  towers  threatening  heaven  itself  with  their 
loftiness  ;  the  fields  abundant  in  pasturage,  and  watered  with 
rivers :  and,  if  any  ancient  inhabitant  remains,  he  knows  it 

no  loniier. 

Miil(  ()lrn  surren(k*red  liiiiisclf,  witliout  coming  to  an  en- 
pa'^cmcnt,  Mild  for  the  whole  of  ^N'illiani's  time  passed  his 
hie  under  trcatie^i  uncertain,  and  frequently  bi*oken.  But 
when  in  the  reign  of  WiUiam,  the  son  of  WilUaiu,  he  was 
attacked  in  a  similar  manner)  he  diverted  the  king  from  pur- 
suing him  by  a  false  oath.  He  was  slain  soon  after,  together 
with  his  son,  by  Kobert  Mowbray,  earl  of  Northumberland, 
while,  regardless  ot'  his  fail  1 1,  he  was  devastating  the  pro- 
vinee  w  ith  more  than  usual  insolence.  For  many  yeai^s,  he 
lay  buried  at  Tynemo\itli :  lately  he  was  conveyed  by  AlOk- 
ander  his  son,  to  Dunferndiu,  in  .{Scotland. 

*"  Domesday  Hook  bears  ample  tcatimoaj  to  this  statement ;  and  that 
vrhicli  cloM'ly  AiIIowh,  viz.  that  tha  rcwmrcis  of  tliis  oncc-noiirii>irni^  |»n»- 
vincc  were  cut  ott"  hy  tire,  H.iii;ihter,  ami  devastation  ;  and  t}ie  i?Toii!id,  for 
more  than  sixty  nnli*8,  toUdly  luicuUivated  and  uaprodiu-tive,  remains  Uim 
to  Uu'  prihcnt  day.    The  land,  which  had  belonged  t(»  Kdwiu  and  Mur  nr 
iji  Vork^liire,  almoHt  everywhere  in  the  Survey  is  stated  to  he  wa^la  ;  and 
in  AmundenieMH,  al'trr  the  enumeration  of  no  fewer  than  luxty-lvo  ]ihiee% 
the.|K)8tie8iiifm8  in  wliich  amounted  to  ona  hundred  and  seventy  cunicatesi 
it  is  Biiid,  *  Crones  hia  villa.*  jaccnt  ad  Prestune^  et  (n»  ecclesim.   Kx  his  16 
a  paueiM  ineotuntur,  sed  ifuol  mnt  haliitantcs  igiioratiir.    Relic|ua  annt 
«ra.Htii/    Moreover,  wasta  is  added  to  numerous  plaees  belon;^ng  to  tho 
nre}»i)i(shop  of  York,  St.  J«din  of  Heverley,  the  bihhop  of  Durham,  nnd  to 
those  hmth  \<hwh  had  belonged  to  Wallheof|  GospatriCi  SiwarU«  and  Mcx* 
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« 

15(1  pfnr,  having  submitted  to  the  king  with  Stigand  and  Aldred 
the  arehbishop:^,  violated  hia  oath  the  foUowing  year,  by  going  . 
over  tothe Scot ;  butafterUvingthefe  some  yeara^and acH(uirliig 
no  present  advantage,  no  fature  proM|>ectM,  but  mei-ely  hia  daily 
sustenance^  being  willing  to  trj  the  liberality  of  the  Norman^ 
who  was  at  tliat  time  beyond  the  sea»  he  sailed  over  to  hinu 
They  say  this  >vas  extremely  agreeable  to  the  king,  that  Eng- 
land should  be  thus  rid  oi*  u  fomeutcr  uf  diMsensioii.  Inc'eed 
it  was  his  coiistiint  praetiee,  under  coluur  of  high  honour,  to 
carry  over  to  Normandy  all  the  English  he  suspected,  lest 
any  disorders  should  arise  in  tlte  kingdom  during  his  absence, 
£dgar»  therefore,  was  well  received,  and  presented  with  a 
considerable  largess :  and  remaining  at  court  for  many  years, 
silently  sunk  into  contempt  tlurough  his  indolence,  or  more 
mildly  speaking,  his  simplicity.    For  how  great  must  his 
ftiniplicity  be,  who  uouhl  yield  up  to  the.  kinir,  for  a  single 
Ik  use,  tlie  pound  of  silver,  which  he  received  as  iiis  daily  bti- 
j>cnd  ?    In  succeeding  times  he  went  to  JernsuU  in  with 
iiolK:rt,  the  son  of  Godwin,*  a  most  valiant  knight.  This 
was  the  time  when  the  Turks  besii^ged  king  Ualdwin,  at 
Kama ;  who,  unable  to  endure  tlie  dilTiculties  of  a  siege,  rushed 
througli  the  midst  of  the  enemy,  by  the  assistance  of  llobert 
alone,  who  preceded  him,  and  hewed  down  the  Turkn,  on 
either  hand,  with  his  drawn  sword  ;  bnt,  while  excited  to 
greater  ferocity  by  his  success,  he  was  prc:5.iing  t*ii  with  too 
much  eagerness,  his  sword  (Iropped  IVom  his  liund,  and  wIkmi 
BtcKjping  down  to  recover  it,  he  was  jsurruunded  by  u  multi- 
tude, and  cast  into  chains.   Taken  thence  to  Babylon,  as  they 
report,  when  he  refused  to  deny  Christ,  he  was  placed  as  a 
nmrk  in  the  middle  of  the  market-place,  and  being  transfixed 
with  darts,  died  a  martyr,    Edgar,  having  lost  his  com* 
punion,  returned,  and  received  nuiny  gifts  from  the  Greek 

*  Fordun  him  a  story  of  Edgar'd  being  cleannl  from  aa  nccusiitlon  of 
treiisMin  aguinst  W.  llufus,  by  one  Clodwiii,  in  a  duel  ;  whom  son,  llobert, 
ij  afterwards  de^Tibed  ixa  one  of  Kd«^ar*s  adherents  in  Scotland.  L.  v. 
C.  27 — '^t.  "The  Saxon  Chronicle  btatcs,  that  in  thv  yt-ar  UOG,  lie  was 
one  of  the  prisoui  rs  taken  at  the  buttle  of  Tiiiclu  brai,  in  Nommndy.  Kd- 
l^iii  h!>Ltcd,  by  Dr.  Sayers,  in  hin  Diatiuiaitiouii,  livo,  iiiOa,  p.  2i)i>,  upun 
tlie  auUiority  of  the  bpehnau  MSS.,  to  have  n;»ain  vi&itetl  Scothiiul  uL  a 
%-cry  advanced  period  of  life,  and  died  in  that  kin<{doin  in  tlie  year  ITiO, 
1  f  this  date  can  be  relied  upon,  thu  passiigu  above  noted  would  prove  that 
>lalm4*iibury  had  wctttun  tliU  portion  of  his  hiHtory  before  the  eloiic  of  that 
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•nd  Gemm  emperon }  wlio^  from  respect  to'  his  noble  de» 
scent,  would  also  have  endeavoured  to  retain  himMrith  them : 

l>ut  he  puve  up  every  tliinj^,  throuf^h  regard  to  his  nativo 
soil.  For,  truly,  th»j  lovt;  at'  i\unv  country  deceives  son  re 
luen  to  8ueU  a  dt  greo,  that  ruitliini^  seems  pleasiint  to  th*'?ii, 
uiileH:*  th<*y  can  brcatUe  their  native  air.**  Edgar,  tlieriil'ore, 
deluded  by  this  61 11/ desire,  returned  to  Eugland  ;  where,  as 
1  have  bctbrf'  said,  after  various  nn'olutiona  of  fortune^  he 
now  grows  old  in  the  country  in  privacy  and  quiet 

Edwin  and  Morcar  were  brothers  ;  the  sons  of  Elfgar,  the 
son  of  Li'oiVir,    They  laid  reeeived  ehtir  tri'  (»f  the  eourity  of 
NurlhimilH  i hiud,  and  jointly  jirest  rveil  it  iu  traiKiuillity. 
For,  as  I  have  before  observed,  a  few  days  previous  to  the 
duutli  of  St.  Edwar  d  the  king,  the  inhabitants  of  the  north 
had  risen  ui  rebidlion  and  ex[Mdh»d  Tosty,  their  governor  ; 
and,  with  llaruld*s  a]iprobati4in,  had  r(H|u<*stcdy  and  recvivcfi, 
one  of  these  brothers,  as  their  lord.    Tlicse  circumstanees« 
as  we  have  lu'urd  from  {M^rstms  iicipiaiiited  with  the  affair, 
took  place  a«;ainst  the  inclination  of  the  king,  who  wa?^ 
ait  iclH m1  to  Tosty  ;  but  being  languid  througli  disease,  and 
y\um  down  with  age,  lie  become  so  universally  disregardeil, 
that  he  could  not  assist  his  favourite.    In  consequence,  hi:? 
bu<lily  aihnents  increasing  from  the  anxiety  of  his  mind,  he 
died  shbrtly  after.    Harold  ]K»rsistcd  in  his  resolution  of 
banishing  his  brother :  wherefore,  first  tarnishing  the 
triumphs  of  his  family  by  plratieat  exeur.Hions,  he  was,  n^i  I 
have  above  written,  afterwards  killed  with  the  king  of 
N(jrway.    His  bo<1y  btiing  known  hy  a  Avart  between  the 
shoulders,  obtaineil  burial  at  York.    Kdwiu  and  Morcar,  by 
llurohrs  connnantl,  thou  conveyed  the  spoils  of  war  to 
London,  for  he  himself  was  proceeding  ra[)idly  to  the  battt*. 
of  Hastings ;  where,  futsely  prt^snging,  he  looked  U[)on  the 
victory  as  ahvad}-  gained,    Ihit,  when  he  was  there  killed, 
the  brothcrn,  flying  to  the  territ«>ries  they  jvossessed,  disturbed 
tht;  peace  of  W  iUi.un  for  .several  years  ;  ir»fcsting  the  wo<m1s 
with  secret  robbi-ries,  and  never  coming  to  close  or  open 
<-ngagement.    Often  were  they  taken  eaptive,  and  as  often 
surrendered   themselves,  but  went  again   dismissinl  with 
impunity,  from  pity  to  their  youthful  elegance,  or  respect  to 
their  nobility.    At  htst,  murdered,  neither  by  the  foi*ee  nor 
cruft  of  their  enemies,  but  by  the  treuehery  of  their 
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partiBans,  their  fate  drew  tears  from'  the  king,  who  would 
even  long  since  have  granted  them  matchea  with  his 

relations,  and  the  honour  of  his  frienddhii^  would  they  hav^ 
ttccedoil  to  terina  of  pc^ttce* 

Waltheof,  an  earl  of  liigh  descent,  hud  bt^  ooine  extreiiK  ly 
inthnute  with  the  new  king,  who  hud  forgotten  his  fofrmtT 
oflenced,  and  attributed  them  ratlior  to  eouragc,  than  to 
disloyalty.  For  Waltheof,  singly^  had  kilhnl  many  of  tlie 
Norinans  in  tlie  hattle  of  York  ;  cutting  oil*  their  heads,  one 
by  one,  as  they  entered  the  gate.  He  was  muscular  in  the 
annsy  brawny  in  the  chest,  tall  and  robust  in  his  whole 
person  ;  the  son  of  Si  ward,  a  most  c«4t»br:itc'J  eurl,  whom,  by 
ji  Danish  term,  tliey  called  "  Digera,"  wliicli  implies  Stronjr. 
13uL  after  the  fall  of  liis  l)arty,  he  voluntarily  siirrentlered 
Uim:$eli*,  and  wa;^  honoured  by  a  marriage  with  Juditli^  tiie 
king's  neice,  as  well  as  with  liis  personal  friendship.  Unable 
however  to  restrain  liis  evil  inclinations,  he  could  not 
.preserve  liis  fidelity.  For  all  his  .countrymen,  who  had . 
tlionglit  pro{)cr  to  resist,  being  either  slain,  or  subdued,  he 
bi'caine  a  pui  ty  even  in  the  pci  lidy  uf  luil[>h  ili^  Waher  ;  but 
tlie  conspiracy  beiuji^  detected,*  he  was  taki  n ;  kcj»t  in  ehains 
for  suine  time,  and  at  last,  being  behea<lcd,  was  burii'd  at 
Croyland :  though  some  assert,  that  he  joined  the  league  of 
trea(;hery,  more  through  circumvention  than  inclination. 
Tlii.H  iji  the  exe.nse  the  KngliHh  make  for  him,  and  those,  of 
the  gi*eater  credit,  for  tlie  Normans  affirm  the  contrary,  to 
whos^e  decision  the  Divinity  itscdf  a[>[»ear8  to  assent,  showing 
many  and  very  great  nnraelcs  at  his  tomb  :  lor  they  declare, 
tli:Lt  (luring  his  eaptivity,  he  wi^^ed  away  his  transgressions 
by  ids  4laily  penitence. 

On  this  account  perhaps  the  conduct  of  tlie  king  may 
reasonably  be  excused,  if  lie  was  at  any  time  rather  severe 
uL^ainst  the  English  ;  for  he  scarcely  found  any  one  of  them 
faithful  This  circumstance  so  exasperated  his  ferocious 
mind,  that  he  deprived  the  more  {K>werful,  first  of  their 
wealth,  next  of  their  estates,  and  finally,  some  of  them  of 
theii'  lives.   Moreover,  he  ioUowed  tlic  device  of  Cu^r,  who 

♦  «  Karl  WaHhcof,or  Wallet  as  he  is  alwavH  styled  in  Domcaday  Book, 
was,  iicconllii;s  ta  the  Stixoit  Chronicle,  licheiiiU*d  at  Winchcn»t«*r  on  tho 
31sr  May,  1070.  The  Chronicle  of  Mailroii  and  Florence  of  Worcester, 
however,  aaMga  thii  event  to  the  preceding  yenr/'-r-lUaDY. 
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drove  out  the  Germans,  concealed  in  the  vast  forest  of 
Ardeuneay  whence  tUey  haru^ijaed  Ub  army  with  {leriictusvl 
imiptionsi  not  by  means  of  his  own  countrymen^  bnt  by  the 
eonfcderato  Gaulai  tliat,  while  strangers  destroycil  escli 
other,  he  might  gainr  a  bloodless  Tictory.   Thus,  I  say, 
Witlinm  acted  towards  the  English.    For,  allowing  tlie 
Normans  to  lie  unemployed,  he  oppose  d  an  English  aniiy, 
iiriil  uu  En;^lihh  connnanckT,  to  those,  w)io,  after  tlie  lir^t 
uiisucccssfnl  battle,  hud  fled  to  Denmark  and  Ireland,  and 
bad  returned  at  the  end  of  three  years  with  considerable 
force :  for^eing  that  wliicliever  side  mi<,'ht  conquer,  it  must 
be  a  great  advantage  to  himself.  Nor  did  this  device  fail  him  ; 
for  both  parties  of  the  Englisli,  after  some  conflicts  between 
themselves,  without  any  exertion  on  his  part,  left  a  victory 
for  the  king  ;  the  invadei*s  being  driven  to  Ireland,  and  the 
royalists  pureliasing  tin;  einjity  title  ot*  conquest,  at  their  own 
y^M!ei:d  lo-s  ^^'^d  tliat  of  their  general.    His  nsune  waa 
l.dnoth,*  eiiually   celebrated,   before   the  arrival  of  the 
Normans,  both  at  home  and  abroad.    lie  was  the  father  of 
Harding,  who  yet  8ur\'ives:  a  man  more  accustomed  to 
kindle  strife  by  his  malignant  tongue,  than  to  brandish  arms 
in  the  field  of  battle.    Thus  having  overturned  the  power  of 
the  laity,  he  nuuht  an  ordinance,  tliat  no  int^nk,  or  elergyinan, 
of  that  nation,  should  he  sullrred  to  aspire  to  any  tlignity 
whatever  ;    excessively  dillt-ring    from    the   gentl<Miess  uf 
Canute  the   former  king,  who  restored  their  honour.^, 
unimpaired,  to  the  concptercd  :  whence  it  came  tq  ptLss,  that 
at  WiA  decease,  the  natives  easily  ex]>elled  the  foi*eigners,  and 
reclaimed  their  original  right.    But  William,  from  certain 
^  causes,  cnnonically  dej^sod  some  jx  i-sons,  and  in  tlie  place  of 
sucii  as  might  die,  appoint»?d  diligent  men  of  any  nation, 
except  Knglish.     ITnlf  ss  I  am  deceived,  their  inveterate 
•  frowardness  towards  tiui  king,  recpiired  sneli  a  measure  ; 
since,  as  I  have  said  before,  the  Normans  are  by  iiatur«» 
kindly  disposed  to  strangers  who  live  amongst  them. 

Ralph,  whom  I  mentioned  before,  was,  by  the  king's  gift, 
earl  of  Norfiilk  and  Suilblk  ;  a  Breton  oh  his  father*s  side  ; 
of  a  disposition  foreign  to  everything  good.    This  man*  in 

•  **  llaroliTH  nuwler  of  the  horrti?.  He  w:ih  kilird  in  10<in,  in  opposing 
lUv  ^<^T>^  (4  ilurolU,  when  tlicy  cumc  upuii  their  fxpvdiUoa  irum  IrciaAd**' 
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consefiiu  nce  af  being  betrothed  to  the  king's  relation,  the 
daughter  of  William  FiU-OsbernCy  conceived  a  most  unjust 
design,  and  meditated  attack  on  the  sovereignty.  Whereibi*e^ 
on  the  very  day  of  his  uuptitdsy  whilst  spiendidl/  hoiiquet* 
ing,  foir  the  luxury  of  the  English  Imd  now  been  adopted  hy 
the  Normans,  and  when  the  guests  had  become  intoxicated 
and  heated  with  wine,  he  diselased  his  intention  in  a  eo[>iou.s 
harangue.  As  their  reason  was  entirely ,cli>udcjd  by  Urunken- 
ni^ss,  they  louiUy  ajipliiuded  the  orator.  Here  Roger  <»ail  of 
Hereford,  brother  to  the  wife  of  Ualpli,  and  here  Wuliheof, , 
together  with  many  Others,  conspired  the  death  of  the  king. 
Next  day,  however,  when  the  fumes  of  the  wine  had  evapo- 
rated, and  cooler  thoughts  hiduenced  the  minds  of  soiue  of 
the  party,  the  lai'ger  portion,  repenting  of  their  conduct, 
retired  IVoni  the  meeting.  Among  tliese  is  said  to  have  been- 
^Valtlleo^,  who,  at  the  reconuneiidatiun  ui'  iiielibishop  Luii- 
frane,  sailing  to  Normandy,  n^lated  tlie  muUer  to  the  king  ; 
concealing  nierely  his  own  sharci  of  the  business.  Tlie  earls, 
however,  persisted  in  their  design,  and  each  incited  his  de- 
pendents to  rebel.  But  God  opposed  them,  and  brought  all 
tiieir  machinations  to  nought  For  immediately  tlie  king's 
oiricers,  who  were  lefit  in  charge,  on  discovering  the  afFuir, 
red  need  Ralph  to  sueh  distress,  that  .seizing  a  .vessel  at  Nor- 
>vich,  he  eouimitted  him-^elf  to  tiie sea.  wife,  eovenunliug 

for  personal  safety,  and  delivering  up  the  castle,  foUowed  her 
husband.  Roger  being  thrown  into  chains  by  the  king, 
visited,  or  rather  inhabited,  a  prison,  during  the  remainder 
of  his  life ;  a  young  man  of  abominable  treachery,  and  by 
•no  means  imitating  lus  father's  conduct. 

Ilis  father,  indeed,  William  Fitz-Osbcrne,*  might  have 
been  compared,  nay,  I  know  not  if  he  might  not  even  have 
TxMMi  preferred,  to  the  very  best  princes.  By  his  ad\  i<  e, 
"William  had  first  been  inspirited  to  invade,  and  next,  a>>l-t(  d 
liy  liis  valour,  to  keep  possession  of  England.  Tlie  energy 
of  his  mind  was  seconded  by  the  ahnost  boundless  lil)erality 
of  his  hand.  Hence  it  arose,  that  by  the  multitude  of  soldiers, 
to  whom  he  gave  extravagant  pay,  he  repelled  the  rapat  ity 
of  the  enemy,  and  ensured  the  favour  of  the  people.   In  con* 

*  ^  W.  FiU*Oilienie  was  only  the  ia.tber-ia*law  of  littlph  a«  Guiulcr.' 
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m  (pience^  br  this  boundless  profusioiit  lie  incurred  the  kin^s 
severe  dinpleasure  ;  because  lie  Jiad  unprovidently  exhanflted 

his  tn»ai»iir('H.    The  rojjru  hit  ions  which  he  cstiiblislied  in  his 
county  of  Ilcrefonl,  nmain  in  full  fnrco  at  the  jirt  sent  (Uiy  ; 
thill      to  say,  tluit  lui  kuk^^ht*  sliouUl  be  fined  more  than 
f*cven  hhilling:*  i'or  whatever  oIU  iuhi  :  wliereas,  in  other  pro- 
vinces, (or  u  vei  y  small  fault  in  tinuufgressing  the  commands 
of  their  h>rd,  they  pay  twenty  or  twenty-live.  Fortune, 
liowever,  closied  these  Imppy  Huccesses  by  a  dishonourable 
termination,  when  the  supporter  of  eo  great  a  govemincnt, 
tlie  coun^^ellor  of  Knji^lancl  and  Normandy,  wont  into  Flan- 
ders, llirou^rh  fMUil  rr;^Mnl  for  a  wiHuaii,  and  there  died  hy 
tlie  liuiuli  nt'  his  eiiemie.s.     For  the  ehlor  l^ddwiu,  oi'  whom 
1  have  he  tore  ^juiken,  the  fatlur  of  Matilda,  luul  two  .sons  ; 
Kohert,  wiio  niarryin;^  the  countess  of  Frisia,  while  hia 
father  yd  lived,  to(     tli(i  8umam(5  of  Friso  :  lialdwin,  who, 
after  his  father,  presided  some  years  over  Flanders,  and  died 
pninaturely.    Ilis  two  ohildi'cn  hy  .his  wife  Riehelda  surviv* 
irijjr  he  had  entrnstwl  the  guardianship  of  them  to  Hiillp 
ill'  ^'^au^e,  whc-i*  aunt  was  his  mother,  aiul  to  A\'illiani 
lMt/-(  ).-ln'i  n<'.     \\'illiam  nnidily  iindert<iok  tliis  oiViee,  that  he 
might  increase  Ins  dignity  by  an  union  with  Kiehelila.  l^ut 
hIk*,  tliruugh  femah'  pri(h*,  aspiring  to  tilings  beyond  her  sex, 
and  i'xacting  fiTsli  tributes  from  the  jM'Ople,  excited  them  to 
relM;Ujou,    Wheivfure  despatching  a  messenger  to  Robert 
Friso,  they  entreat  him  to  accept  the  government  of  the 
country  ;  and  abjure  all  lidelily  to  Aruul]di,  who  was  already 
ealled  earl.    Nor  iinli'ed  were  there  wanting  perso!is  to 
tsp<Mj>e  the  party  of  the  niiiior  :  so  that  for  u  long  time, 
indcrs  was  disturbed  by  intestine  <;onimotion.    This,  Fitz- 
Odbcrne,  who  was  desperately  in  h»v(;  with  the  lady,  could 
not  endure,  hut  entered  Flandei*s  with  a  body  of  troops ; 
and,  being  innncdiatidy  well  received  by  the  persons  he  came 
to  defend,  after  some  days,  he  nxlc  securely  from  castle  to 
castle,  ill  a  hasty  maimer  with  few  attendants.    On  tlu  other 
haiiii,  i  ribu,  who  was  acc[uuintcd  wiili  thLi  piece  of  folly,  cn- 

*  '1  la  re  is  conhiik'rable  iliflRcilUy  in  (listini^iisbiiij;  exactly  ttie  various 
tncaniji^ti  ul'  tlic  term  *'  niiUs.**  Stmu'tiaich  il  iis,  in  its  k^^itiaiuif  biiiM*,  a 
tK*Mier  gcncmU)' ;  botncliuivs  it  iaipliib  u  liorbcniaii,  and  fre(|Ui.>ntly  it  is  to 
^  taken  in  itR  in<Mlcm  acceptation  for  a  knight ;  the  latter  appears  to  he 
the  meaning  hcie. 
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trapped  him  unawares  hy  a  secret  ambu.^h,  and  killed  him, 
fighting  bravely  but  to  uo  purpose^  together  with  his  nephew 
Arnulph* 

Thus  possessed  of  Flanders  he  often  irritated  king  W illianii 
by  plundering  Normandy.  -  His  daughter  marri^  Canute 
kin[^  of  the  Danca^  of  whom  was  born  Charles,*  who  now 

rules  in  Fhiiidi  is.  lie  made  j)i^;u  (j  with  king  Philip,  giving 
him  his  daugliter-in*la\v  in  nianiuge,  by  whom  lie  hud  i^ewis, 
who  at  piestut  reigris  in  France  ;  but  nut  long  after,  being 
keartily  tired  of  the  watch,  because  his  queen  was  extremely 
oorpulenty  he  removed  her  from  his  bed,  and  in  defiance  of 
law  and  equity^  married  the  wife  of  tlie  earl  of  Anjou. 
Robert,  safe  by  his  affinity  with  these  princes,  encountered 
nothing  to  distress  him  during  his  government  ;  though  Bald- 
win, the  brother  of  Arnnlpli,  who  luul  an  earldom  in  the  pro- 
vince of  Ilainault  and  in  tiic  castle  ot  Valoncieimes,  by  Wil- 
liam's assistance  made  many  attempts  for  tiiat  purpose. 
Tiiree  years  before  his  deati),  when  he  was  now  hoary- 
headed,  he  went  to  Jerusalem,  for  the  mitigation  T»f  his  trans- 
gressions. After  his  return  he  renounced  the  world,  calmly 
await! u;;  his  dissolution  with  Christian  tnirnestness.  Ilis  son 
was  that  Kobert  so  uuiversully  fuiiu'd  in  the  expedition  into 
Asia,  which,  in  our  limus,  Kiiru})u  uiult'iiuok  against  the 
Turks  ;  but  through  some  misijhancc,  after  liis  return  home, 
he  tarnisiied  that  noble  exploit,  being  mortally  wounded  in  a 
tournament,  as  they  ctdl  it.  Kor  did  a  happier  fate  atteud 
his  son  Baldwin,  ^vho,  voluntarily  harassing  the  forces  of 
Henry  king  of  Knghiail,  in  Nonimndy,  paid  dearly  for  his 
youthful  temerity:  for,  being  struck  on  the  head  with  a  pole, 
and  deceived  by  the  professions  of  several  physicians,  he  hist 
his  lifi*  ;  tlie  principality  devolving  on  Charles,  of  whom  we 
have  spuk(?n  beiorcr. 

Now,  king  William  conducting  himself  with  nuldness 
towards  the  obedient  bnt  with  severity  to  the  rebellious,  pon- 
scBsed  the  whole  of  Kngland  in  tranquillity,  holding  all  the 
Welsh  tributary  to  him.  At  this  time  too,  beyond  sua,  Imiig 
never  unemployed,  he  nearly  aimihilated  the  county  of  Maine, 

*  Charlcfli  calied  the  Good.  He  was  the  son  of  Ciiaate  IV,  king  of 
Denmark,  und  AUele,  daugtiter  of  Uohert  1u  Frirtun.  Hcbucceeded  Hou- 
iJoiiin  VI 1,  uH  carl  of  L*iuiul<;r3i  ( 1 7ih  Jane,  1 119,)  mid  Uk*d  2nd  March, 
ii27."--UAaa¥. 
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leading  thither  an  expedition  composed  of  English ;  who, 

though  thoy  liad  hwn  vAxsWy  conquered  in  their  own,  yet 
alwiiys  appeared  invincibht  in  a  foreign  country,  lie  lost 
multitudes  at'  liis  men  at  Dol,*  a  town  of  Brittany,  whither,  * 
irritated  by  »ouie  broil,  he  had  led  a  military  ibrce*  lie  coa* 
stantly  found  Piiilip  king  of*  France,  the  daughter  of  whose, 
aunt  he  had  nuirried,  unfaithful  to  liim  ;  because  he  was  en- 
vious of  the  great  glory  of  a  man  who  was  vassal  both  to  his 
father  and  to  luin^ielf.  But  Wifliam  did  not  the  leas  actively 
resist  his  attempts,  ulihough  his  flr^t-born  son  Robert, 
tltioii^^h  evil  eounsri,  assisted  him  in  opposition  to  \m  father. 
Whence  it  happened,  tliat  iu  an  attack  at  (Jerborai,  the  8oa 
lieeanie  i>ersonally  enga<;i*d  with  his  father  ;  wounded  him 
and  killed  his  horse :  William,  the  second  son,  departed  with 
a  hurt  also^  and  many  of  the  king's  party  were  slain.  In  all 
other  respects,  during  the  whole  of  his  life,  he  was  so  fortu* 
nate,  that  foreign  uiid  distant  nations  feared  nothing  more 
than  his  name,  lie  h:ul  .-uhdued  the  iiili:il>itants  so  com- 
pletely to  Ills  will,  that  wilhuul  any  oppositioii,  he  first  eaused 
un  uecouiit  to  be  taken  of  every  person  ;  eonipiled  a  register 
of  the  rent  of  every  .c:»tute  throughout  England  ;t  and  made 
ail  free  men,  of  evci*y  description,  take  the  oath  of  fidelity  to 
him.  Canute,  king  of  the  lianes>  who  was  most  highly  ele- 
vated both  by  his  uilinity  to  Robert  Friso  and  by  Ids  own 
power,  alone  menaced  liis  di;^nity  ;  a  rumour  being  generally  . 
prevah*nt,  that  he  woultl  iuv  ade  I  jijj^hmd,  a  <:umitry  due  to  . 
hiia  fruiii  liis  relatioii.>hlp  to  the  ancient  Cuaule  :  and  indeed 
he  would  have  etleeted  it,  had  nut  (tod  eounteraeted  hia 
boldness  by  an  unfavourable  wind.    But  this  circuuLitance 

*  "  Kin^  William  now  went  (»vct  si  a,  .'in<!  led  liis  iimiy  to  iirittaiiy,  and 
beset  the  ca«tlu  <»t'  Dol  ;  but  the  Hrctoiih  ctt  tnuled  it,  until  the  kiii^  ciime 
from  i' runee  ;  uhcfcujjfn  kiii;^  Willi.mi  ih  parted  thdice,  havluL^  lt»st  thero 
buth  men  nnd  hur:»L:i,  ;iad  iiuiuy  of  his  trca.Mtres,  (S*tiu  Chrou.  a.d.  1U7C.) 
Thta  event  »  more  correctly  ttttiibutcd  by  Florenee  and  otlus*  to  the  pr»- 
ceding;  ycar/'^IiAaur. 

t  DoirioMlay  book*  This  invaluable  lecotd,  which  baa  been  printed  by 
order  of  t}ie  UoutM?  of  Commons,  contitiim  u  burvcy  of  the  kingdom,  iHAinx» 
gLnerally,  for  there  are  sonu-  variations  in  diii'eruni  counties,  the  proprietoti 
and  value  of  hiiids,  both  at  the  tinu-  of  the  survey  and  during  the  rei;^  nf 
Kdwiird  the  Confessor,  the  ({uaiitily  uf  arable,  wood,  luid  jKistnre,  &c.  tho 
Yurioua  kinds  of  tciiant>i  and  slave*  on  eaeli  c  f.1  itr,  aiui,  in  some  instanctji, - 
the  stock  ;  aUo  the  iiuiuhcT  of  hides  ut  vvhicii  li  wan  ralcd,  lur  the  public 
iM^ice^  with  variou^i  other  iiorticularH. 
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remindi*  roe  briefly  to  ti*aco  the  genealogy  of  the  Danbh 
kingSi  who  succeeded  after  our  Canute  ;  adding  at  the  same 
timey  flomcwhat  concerning  the  Norwegianai 

As  it  has  been  before  observed,  Ilarvild  Bueeeeded  in  Kng> 
land;  llurdecanute,  and  hU  suns,  in  Denmark:  lor  Ma^mn 
tlio  mu  oi'  OhiV4',  whom  I  Iuul*  ni*  utioiUMl  in  tin?  history  of 
our  Canute,  as  huvia-^  been  kill(*d  by  liis  .subjects,  Imd  re- 
covered Norway,  which  Canute  had  subdued.  Harold  <lyinf^ 
in  Eughmd,  Ilai*dccaimte  liehl  both  kingdoms  lor  a  short 
time.  On  his  decease,  Edward  the  Sinijih?  8uccee(hMl,  who, 
aatisfied  with  ids  puteriial  liiugdouii  despised  his  foreign  duuii- 
nions  as  burdensome  and  iMirbarous.  One  Swcyir,  doubt- 
lessly  a  mo.st  cxidtod  character,  was  then  made  kir^g  6i'  the 
Danes.*  When  his  government  had  prospered  for  several 
ycai.^,  Mugiiu.-*,  king  ol'  the  Norwi'glaus,  wilh  the  eoiiseiit  <»f 
some  oi  the  Danes,  expelled  him  by  force,  and  subjected  the 
land  to  his  own  will.  Sweyn,  thus  exjielled,  went  to  the 
king  oi  Sweden,  and  eoliceting,  by  liis  assistance,  Swedes, 
Vandals,  and  Goths,  he  returned,  to  regain  tlie  kingdom: 
but,  thiDugh  the' exertions  of  the  Danes,  who  were  ottuchcd 
to  tli(^  ;:L>VL-nuncnt  of  ^lagnns,  he  experienced  a  rejietitiufj 
of  Iiiij  I'uniii  r  ill-fortune.  This  was  a  great  and  memorable 
butllc  aiiiong  those  barbarous  people:  on  no  other  (iceasinn 
did  tlic  Danes  ever  expcnenec  severer  conflict,  or  ha[)pier 
Huceess.  indi'Cil,  (o  this  very  time,  they  k(  <  p  nn))r(ikeu  the 
vow,  by  wiiicli  tiiey  had  liouud  tlieniselves,  before  the  con- 
test, that  they  would  consecrate  to,  future  ages  tlie  vigil  of 
St.  Lawrence,  for  on  that  day  the  battle  was  fought,  by  last- 
iuy^  and  alms;  and  then  als(i  Sweyn  fled,  but  j^  .on  at'ur,  on 
the  deatli  of  Magnus,  he  reei"iv/«l  liis  kingdom  ejitire. 

To  Magmis,  in  Norway,  ^U  'ctjeded  one  Sw<'yn,  surnained 
llurdhand;  nut  elevated  by  royal  de^eent,  but  by  bohlue.ss 
and  cunning  :  to  liim  Clave,  the  nnele  of  Magnus,  whom 
they  call  a  saint ;  to  Olave,  Harold  llarvagre,  the  bi*otlier  * 
of  Olave,  who  liatl  fonnerly,  when  a  young  man,  served 
under  tlie  cui|iei*or  of  Constantinople.  Being,  at  his  com- 
uiaud,  exposed  to  a  lion,  fur  h;u  ing  debauched  a  woman  of 
(|Uality,  he  strangled  the  huge  beast  by  t!if»  btnu?  vigour  of 
Iiis  aruis.    lie  was  slain  in  England  \>y  iiaruld,  the  sou  of 

♦  ' 

*  Swoyo  sacceeded  to  the  kiagilom  of  Dciuuark  on  the  death  of 
Magnus  in  lp47« 
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Godwin,  nis  sons,  Olavo  and  Magnus,  divided  the  king- 
dom of  their  father ;  hut  Magnus  dying  prematurely,  Olave 
seized  the  whole.  To  him  sueeeeded  Ins  son  Magnus,  who  ' 
•  WHS  hitcly  miserably  slain  in  Ireland,  on  which  he  bad  rashly 
made  a  ilcacent  They  relate,  that  Magnua^  tho  elder  son  of 
ilaroldt  wai!»  after  the  death  of  his  father,  cdmpassionately 
tfent  home  by  Ilaroldt  kin<^  of  England;  and  that  in  return 
for  this  kindness,  he  humanely  treated  Harold,  the  son  of 
Harold,  when  ho  came  to  him  after  William's  victory :  tha 
\w  took  him  with  him,  in  an  expedition  he  made  to  ICnjrland, 
in  iIm'  time  of  VVilliuiii  the  youii^cr,  when  he  c*on(|iH'r<-d  the 
tJrkncy  and  ATevanian  Ish  s,*  and  meeting  with  Hugo,  earl 
*  of  Chester,  and  Hugo,  earl  of  Shrewsbury,  put  the  first  to 
Kight,  and  the  second  to  death.  The  sous  of  the  last  Mag* 
nus)  HuHten  and  Siward,  yet  resign  conjointly,  having  dividcsd 
the  empire:  the  hitter,  a  seemly  and  spirited  youth,  shortly 
since  went  to  eTerusalem,  passinj^  througli  England,  and  per- 
formed many  famous  exploits  against  the  Saracens ;  more 
especially  in  the  siege  of  Sidou,  wlxxc  inhabitiiuts  rat^«»€i 
furiously  againtst  the  Christians  through  their  connection 
with  the  Turks. 

But  Sweyn,  aA  I  have  related,  on  his  restoration  to  the 
sovereignty  of  the  Danes,  being  impatient  of  quiet,  sent  his 
son  Canute  twice  into  England ;  first  with  three  hundred, 
and  then  with  two  hundred,  nhipM.  His  associate  in  thtt 
lurnit  r  cxprdition  was  Oshern,  the  brother  of  Sw^'vn  ;  in 
the  latter,  Ilacco :  hnt,  bring  eacli  of  them  liribed,  they  frus- 
trated the  young  man  s  de^fiigns,  and  returned  home  without 
clleeting  tlicir  purpose.  In  con8cf|uenee,  heeoining  highly 
disgraced  by  king  Siveyn  for  bartering  tlieir  fidelity  for 
money,  tlicy  were  driven  into  banishment.  Swcyn,  when 
near  ids  end,  Imund  nil  the  inhabitants  by  oath,  that,  a»  ho 
bad  fourteen  sons,  tlicv  shouhl  conlrr  tlie  kins'dom  on  each 
of  them  m  succession,  as  long  as  bis  issue  remained.  On 
his  decease,  his  sou  Harold  siieeeedt'd  for  tliree  years:  to 
hiui  Canute,  whom  his  lather  had  formerly  sent  into  Kog- 
land.  Uemembering  his  original  failure,  he  prepared,  as  we 
have  heard,  more  than  a  thousand  vessels  against  lOngland: 
his  father-in-law,  Robert  Friso,  the  possessor  of  six  hundred 
more,  supporting  him.    But  being  detained,  for  almost,  two 

♦  Man  and  Anglesey. 
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jexurS|  by  the  advcrseness  of  the  wind,  he  changed  his  de- 
•  sign,  athrniin^,  tliut  it  must  Ix^.  by  the  detcTiiuiuition  of  God,  • 
that  he  could  uot  put  to  sea:  but  afterwards,  misled  by  the 
suggestions  of  some  pcraonsi  who  attributed  tlie  fuiluro  of 
.  their  passage  to  the  conjurations  of  certain  old  woineni  he 
sentenced  the  cbieiiii  whoso  wives  were  accused  of  this  trans* 
gressiou,  to  an  intolerable  fine ;  cost  liis  brother,  OktvOi  the 
principal  of  tlic  suspected  I'aetion  into  chaiiiH,  and  sent  him 
into  exile  to  hiii  futher-in-law.  Tlie  b:ii  hui  ians,  in  conse- 
quence, resenting'  this  attack  upon  thrir  liberty,  killed  him 
while  in  church,  clinging  to  the  altar,  and  promising  repara- 
tion. They  say  that  many  miracles  were  shown  from  heaven 
at  tliat  place ;  because  he  was  a  man  strictly  observant  of 
fasting  and  almsgiving,  and  pursued  the  tiiinsgrcssors  of  the 
divine  laws  more  rigorously  than  those  who  offended  against 
himseli';  from  which  circumstance,  be  was  consecrated  a 
mai'tyr  by  tlie  pope  of  Uuaie.  Alter  him,  the  murderers, 
tlmt  they  !rii<j^lit  atone  tor  their  crime  by  some  degree  of 
good,  redeemed  Olave  from  captivity,  for  ten  thousand 
marks.  After  ignobly  reigning  during  eight  years,  he  left 
the  government  to  lus  brother  lieury:  who  living  virtuously 
for  twenty-nine  ^ears,  went  to  Jerusalem,  and  breathed  his 
last  at  sea.   Hicholiu,  the  fifth  in  the  sovereignty,  still 

survives.* 

The  king  of  Denmark  then,  as  I  have  said,  was  tlie  only 
obstacle  to  William's  uninterrupted  enjoyment :  on  whose 
account  he  enlisted  such  an  immense  multitude  of  stipen- 
.  diary  soldiers  out  of  every  province  on  this  side  the  moun- 
tains, tlmt  their  numbers  oppressed  the  kingdom.  But  he, 
with  his  usual  magnaminity,  not  regarding  the  expense, 
hail  engaged  even  Hugo  the  Great,  brother  to  the  king  of 
France,  with  his  bunds  to  serve  in  his  aniij.  lie  was  ac- 
custonted  to  stimuhite  and  incite  his  own  valour,  by  the 
remembrance  of  Robert  Guiscard;  saying  it  was  disgraceful 
to  yield,  in  courage,  to  him  whom  he  nurpassed  ia  rank. 
For  Kobcrt,  born  of  middling  parentage  in  Normandy,  that 
ii^  neither  very  low  nor  very  high,  had  gone,  a  few  years 
before  WilliamV  arrival  in  England,  with  fifteen  Hnigl^^^i 
into  Apulia,  to  remedy  the  narrowness  of  his  own  circum-. 

*  N! colas  reined  from  ▲.!>.  1105  to  a.d.  1135,  June  25,  whca  he  wnt 
AordciciU 
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fctanres,  by  entering  into  the  service  of  that  inactive  race  of 
pi'ople.  Not  many  years  elapsed,  ere,  by  the  stupendous 
a^istance  of  God,  he  reduced  the  whole  country  under  hia 
power.  For  wlieru  his  strength  ftti1e<l,  his  ingenuity  was 
alert  :  first  feceiving  the  town»,  and  aftcTi  the  *citie.i  into 
confederacj  with  liim.  Thus  he  became  so  successful,  as 
to  make  himself  duke  of  Apulia  and  Cahbria;  his  brother' 
Richard,  prince  of  Capua;  and  his  other  bi<otlier,  Koger, 
carl  of  Sicily.  At  last,  giviuj^  Apulia  to  liis  .sun  l^iger,  lie 
crossed  the  Adriatic  with  hiA  otiutr  H>n  Jloamun*],  aiul  taking 
lJurazzu,  was  inuacdiately  i)roceedinj^  acrainst  Alexius,  oin-* 
peror  of  Constantinople,  when  a  nu-ssenger  from  |M:)pe  Hilile* 
brand  stopped  him  in  the  heat  of  his  career.  For  Henry, 
emperor  of  Germiiny,  son  of  that  Henry  we  have  before 
mentioned,  being  incensed  against  the  pope,  fur  having  cx- 
conimunibated  him  on  account  of  the  ecclesiastical  investi* 
tares,  led  an  army  against  lv(»iue  ;  besieged  it;  expelled 
Ilildebran*!,  and  iiitrotluced  CMiiixTt  uf  Ravenna.  Gui.scard 
learning  this  by  tlie  letter  of  the  expelled  pope,  left  his  .^on 
Boamund,  with  the  army,  to  follow  up  his  designs,  and 
returned  to  Ajvulia;  where  quickly  ge'tting  together  a  body 
of  Apulians  and  Normans,  he  proceeded  to  Rome.  Nor  did 
Henry  wait  for  a  messenger  to  announce  his  approach ;  but, 
affrighted  at  the  bare'  report,  fled  with  his  pretended  poju?. 
Roni(»,  freed  {\\tui  intruders,  rec(*ived  its  lawful  sovereijin  ; 
but  sou  after  aji^ain  lost  liim  by  similar  violence.  Then  t<io, 
Alexius,  learning  tliat  Robert  was  called  home  hy  the  ur- 
gency of  his  affairs,  and  hoping  to  put  a  finishing  hand  to 
the  war,  rushed  against  Boamund,  who  commanded  the 
troops  which  had  been  left.  Tiie  Noiman  youth,  itowever, 
observant  of  his  native  spirit,  though  far  inferior  in  number, 
turned  to  flight,  by  dint  of  military  skill,  the  undisciplined 
.  Greeks  and  the  other  collected  nations.  At  the  sanjc  time, 
too,  the  Venetians,  a  people  habituated  to  the  sea,  attacking 
Guiscard,  who  having  settled  the  object  of  his  voynge  was 
now  sailing  back,  met  with  a  similar  calamity :  part  were 
drowned  or  killed,  the  rest  put  to  flight  He,  continuing 
his  intended  expedition^  induced  many  cities,  suliject  to 
Alexius,  to  second  his  views.  The  emperor  took  of!*,  by 
crime,  the  man  he  was  unable  to  subdue  by  ann^:  falsely 
promising  his  wife  an  imperial  match.    Jiy  her  ai-tifices,  he 
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drank  poisoiiy^  which  she  had  prepared,  and  died ;  deserving^ 
had  God  so  pleased,  a  nobler  death :  for  he  was  imconquer* 
able  by  the  sword  of  an  enemy,  but  fell  a  victim  to  domestic 

treachery.  He  was  buried  at  Vt;uus>iuui  in  Apulia,  Laving 
the  following  epitaph ; 

« 

Here  Guiscartl  lies,  the  terror  of  the  world. 
Who  from  the  Cupitol  Uomc'ii  ttovcrdga  hmVd* 
No  band  eollccteJ  could  Alfxi*  free, 
Flight  only ;  Venice,  neither  flight  nor  tea. 

And  since  mention  has  been  made  of  Ilildebrand,  I  shall  re- 
late some  uuecdotesi  of  him,  winch  I  have  not  heard  trivially, 

but  fruni  the  sober  relation  ut'  a  perriuu  who  would  bwear 
that  he  liad  learned  them  from  the  mouth  of  IIuj^o  abbat  of 
Clu<^ny  I  wiium  I  athuirc  and  commend  to  notice,  from  the 
consideration,  that  he  usml  to  declare  the  secret  tliou<;hts  of 
athers  by  the  prophetic  intuition  of  his  mind.  Pope  AleX'^ 
ander,  seeing  the  energetic  bent  of  his  disposition,  hud  made 
him  chancelloi-f  of  the  holy  see*  Iii  consequeuce,  by  virtue 
of  his  office,  he  used  to  go  through  the  provinces  to  correct 
abus(*s.  All  ranks  of  people  Hocked  to  liliii,  n  ^uii  Ijj;^  ji^d^- 
ment  on  variou.s  atVairs;  all  secular  jiower  was  subject  to 
liini,  as  well  out  of  regard  to  his  sanctity  as  his  oflicc 
Whence  it  happcued,  one  day,  when  there  was  a  greater  con* 
course  on  horseback  than  usual,  that  the  abbat  aforesaid, 
with  his  monks^  was  gently  proceeding  in  the  last  rank ;  and 
beholding  at  a  distance  the  dtstinguislied  honour,  of  this 
niun,  that  so  many  earthly  rulers  awaited  his  nod,  he  was 
revolvin;j  in  his  mijul  .sentiments  to  the  follow  inu  t  irec  l: 
**Uy  what  dispt  ii.-Mtiuii  of  God  was  this  fellow,  of  Jiiuinu- 
tive  stature  and  obscure  parentage,  surrounded  by  a  retinue 
of  so  many  rich  men  i  Doubtless,  from  having  su<!h  a  crowd 
of  attendants,  lie  was  vain-glorious,  and  conceived  loftier  no- 
tton:»  than  were  becoming/'  Scai*cely,  as  I  have  said,  had 
he  imagined  this  in  his  heart,  when  the  archdeacon,  turning 
back  his  horse,  and  spurring  him,  cried  out  from  a  distance, 
beckoning  the  abhat,  "  You,"  said  lie,  "you  have  imagined 
falsely,  wrongly  deeming  me  •guilty  of  a  thing  of  \vhich  I  am 
innocent  altogether;  for  1  net  titer  impute  this  as  glory  to 

•     lloveclcn,  who  follows  Malmeabur)*,  aildi  that  Alexius  married, 
crowned,  and  then  burnt  alive  liw  fcinalo  acconipUco/* — llAuny. 
f  Arcbdoacon,  and  aftcrwaids  chancellor.   liaronti%  x.  2S9* 


AAioei.)  OF  rom  oiucgobt  yu.  ftOY 

myself,  if  glory  tliat  can  be  called  whieh  vanisbes  qiticklj^ 
Dor  do  I  wish  it  to  be  so  imputed  by  otben»  but  to  the 
ble:3iicd  apodtlc:!,  to  whose  servant  it  is  exhibited.**  Bidden* 
with  shame,  and  not  daring  to  dony  a  tittle,  lie  reprn^d 

ouly,  My  lord,  1  pray  thee,  how  ('ould.st  thou  know  the 
secret  thought  of  my  lieurt  whieli  T  Imve  conmiuniciitod  to 
nu  oue  ?**  "All  that  inward  hcntiinciit  of  youra,"  said  Jie^ 
was  brought  from  your  mouth  to  my  ears^  as  though  by 
a  pi|)e.** 

Again,  entering  a  country  church,  in  the  same  province^ 
they  prostrated  themselves  before  the  altar,  side  by  aide^ 
When  they  had  continned  their  supplications  for  a  long 

]  ril()d,  th<.*  arehdeaeoii  looked  uii  tlir  uhbat  with  au  angry 
v'uuiitenaiKe.  After  they  had  prayed  ^ome  time  longer,  ho 
went  out,  aiul  asking  tlie  reason  of  his  displeasure,  received 
this  answer,  "  If  you  love  me,  do  not  again  attack  me  with 
an  injury  of  this  kind;  my  T>ord  Jesus  Christ,  beautiful- 
beyond  the  sons  of  men,  was  visibly  present  to  my  entreaties, 
listening  to  what  I  said  and  kindly  loukin;^  assent ;  but,  al« 
tructed  by  the  earnestness  of  your  prayer,  he  left  me  and 
turiie<l  to  you.  I  thiidc  you  will  not  deny  it  to  Im-  a  ?;[><'ci(»s 
of  injury  to  takt;  liuiii  a  liieud  the  author  of  his  salvation. 
^hJ^^ over,  you  are  to  know  that  mortality  of  mankind  and 
ilestruction  hang  over  this  plncc  ;  and  the  token  by  wliicli  I 
funned  such  a  conclusion  w  is  my  seeing  the  angel  of  the 
Lord  standing  upon  the  altar  with  a  naked  sword,  and  wav- 
ing it  to  and  fi-o :  I  i)osf«ess  a  more  manifest  proof  of  the 
iiu|iendtng  ruin,  from  the  thick,  cloudy  air  whieh,  as  you  see, 
nlready  envclojx's  that  provinee.  Let  us  nuike  haste  to 
escape,  then,  K\-t  w«j  pcri>h  with  the  rest."  Having  ^^aid 
this,  they  entered  an  inn  i'uv  refreshment  ;  l)ut.  as  S(*on  as 
food  was  placed  heforc  them,  the  lamentations  of  the  house- 
hold took  away  their  furnished  appetites  :  I'or  first  one,  and 
then  another,  and  presently  many  of  the  family  suddenly 
lost  their  lives  by  some  unseen  disaster.  The  contagion 
then  spiviiding  to  the  adjoining  lionses,  they  mounted  their 
muK  5,  ami  (U']>ai  led,  fear  addinjj^  wings  to  their  ilight. 

llildL-hrnnd  had  presidetl  lor  ihe  pope  at  a  council  in  Gaul, 
where  many  bishops  being  degraded,  for  havjnc(  formerly 
aecpiirecl  their  fhureln^s  by  simony,  gave  place  to  heller  nu'U. 

There  was  one,  to  whom  a  suspicion  of  this  aiiostucy  atn 
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taclicd,  but  he  could  neither  be  convicted  by  any  witnesgcs, 
nor  confuted  by  any  argument,  Wlien  it  was  supposed  he 
must  be  completely  foiled,  Btill  like  the  slippery  snake  he 
eluded  detection ;  so  skilled  was  ho  in  speaking,  that  lie  baf* 
fled  alL  Then  aaid  the  archdeaeon,  Let  the  oracle  of  God 
be  resorted  to,  let  mah*8  eloquence  ceaHC ;  we  know  for  certain 
that  episcopal  grace  is  the  gift  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  and  that 
whosoever  purcliases  a  bishopric,  .siip]>o8cs  the  gift  of  the 
Holy  Gliost  may  be  procured  by  money.  fore  you  then, 
who  arc  assembled  by  the  will  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  let  liim 
say,  *Glcry  be  to  the  Father,  and  to  the  Son,  and  to  the 
Holy  Ghost/  and  if  he  shall  speak  it  articulately,  and  with* 
out  hesitation,  it  will  be  manifest  to  me  that  he  liasi  obtained 
his  office,  not  by  purchase,  but  legally.**  He  willingly  ac- 
cepted the  condition,  supposing  notliing  less  thnn  any  difli* 
culty  in  these  words;  and  indeed  he  perfectly  uttered, 
•*  Glory  be  to  the  Father,  and  to  the  Son,"  but  he  hesitated 
at  tlie  ^*  Holy  GhosU"  A  clamour  arose  on  all  sides,  but  he 
was  never  able,  by  any  exertion,  either  at  that  time  or  for 
the  remainder  of  his  life,  to  name  the  Holy  Spirit.  The 
abbat  so  often  mentioned  was  a  witness  of  this  miracle ;  who 
taking  the  deprived  bishop  with  him  into  difl<?rent  places, 
often  laughed  at  the  issue  of  the  experiment.  Any  persua 
don])tin;^^  tlie  certainty  of  this  relation,  must  be  confuted  hy 
all  Europe,  which  is  aware  that  the  numbers  of  the  Ciugniac 
order  were  increased  by  this  abbat. 

On  the  death  of  Alexander,  therefore,  Hildebrand,  called 
Gregory  the  Seventh,  succeeded.*  He  op(»idy  asserted  what 
others  had  whispered,  excommunicating  those  persons  who, 
having  l>een  elected,  should  receive  the  investiture  f  of  their 
churches,  by  the  ring  and.  stafi',  through  the  hands  of  the 
laity.  On  this  account  ITenry,  emperor  of  Germany,  being 
incensed  that  he  should  so  far  presume  without  his  concur- 
rence, expelled  him  from  Rome,  as  I  observed,  after  the  ex- 
piration of  eleven  years,  and  brought  in  Guibert.  Not  long 
after,  the  pope,  being  seized  with  that  fatal  disease  which  he 
had  no  doubt  would  be  mortal,  was  requested  by  the  cardinals 

^  Ho  was  elected  pope  the  lS2nd  of  April,  >073,  and  died  25th  May, 
•  IM5. — Hardy. 

•I*  Investiture  was  a  symbolical  mode  of  leoeiviag  poeseisioa  of  a  bene 
Bee,  dignity,  or  office* 
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to  tppoint  hit  saoeeawiri  referring  him  to  the  c^mnple  of  St. 
Peter,  who^  in  the  .chorch*8  eftrliest  infaney,  had,  while  yet 

living,  nominated  Clement    lie  refused  to  follow  this  ex- 
ample*} bocauM:  it  had  anciently  bctii  rurbiddcn  by  councils  : 
lu*  would  ydvi.s»%  ]i(AV(  \n  ,  iliutif  they  wislied  a  person  jxjwer- 
ful  ill  worldly  uiutter.s,  liicy  ^iiiguid  fboose  Dciidciiu^,  abbut 
of  CttHMiio^  wlio  would  quell  the  violence  of  Guibert  success- 
fully and  opi>ortunely  hy  a  military  force';  but  if  they  wanted  a 
religiouH  and  eloquent  man,  they  should  elect  Odo  bishop  of  Os« 
tia.  Thus  died  a  man,  higl  tly  acceptable  to  God,  tliough  perhapd^ 
rutlier  too  austere  towards  men.    Indeed  it  is  affirmed;  tluit  in 
X\\v  h^'^iimin^  of  the  tir.st  commit  iuii  between  him  and  the  em- 
j)eixjr,  he  would  not  adiuit  him  w  liliiii  lils  door.-*,  though  b;ire- 
looted^  and  carrying  shears*  and  .scourges,  despising  a  loaii 
guilty  of  sacrilege,  aiul  of  incest  with  his  own  sister.  The 
emperor,  thus  excluded,  departed,  vowing  tlmt  tins  repulse 
should  he  the  death  of  many  a  nian*   And  immediately  do- 
ing all  the  injury  ho  was  able  to  the  Roman  see,  he  excited 
thereby  the  iUvuurers  of  the  pope,  on  every  Addy  to  throw  oiT 
their  alh^^iance  to  himself;  for  one  Uodulph,  revolting  at  the 
command  of  the  pope,  who  had  sent  biiu  a  crown  in  the 
name  of  the  apostles,  he  was  iuunersed  ou  all  sides  in  tiie 
tumult  of  war.    But  Henry,  ever  8Ui>erior  to  ill  fortune,  at. 
length  subdued  lain  and  all  others  faithlessly  rebelling.  At 
last,  driven  fram  his  power,  not  by  a  foreign  attack,  but  the 
domestic  hatred  of  his  son,  he  died  miserably.    To  Hilde« 
brand  succeeded  Desiderius,  called  Victor,  who  at  bis  first 
mass  fell  down  dccul,  though  IVom  what  mischance  is  un- 
known ;  tlie  cup,  if  it  be  pu^^ihle  to  credit  such  a  thin;x,  be- 
ing pol>oned.    The  election  tlien  fell  upon  Odo,  a  Frcncli- 
man  by  birth,  first  archdt^acon  of  Uheims,  then  prior  of 
Clugny,  afterwards  bishop  of  Ostia,  lastly  ik>)m^  hy  the  uainu 
of  Urban. 

Thus  far  I  sliall  be  panloned,  for  having  digressed,  as 
from  the  niention  of  William's  transactions,  some  things 
,  occurred  which  1  thought  it  improper  to  omit :  now,  the 

•  This  8Ci'm«  inttm<lc«l  to  (h  noto  liis  ab?*olute  fiu})rnis8Jon, and  M  iiiiiij;iicaj 
to  undergo  any  kind  of  pe  nance  which  iiii^ht  l)c  enjoined  upon  him.  Some- 
times excommunicated  penMrnji  wore  a  halter  about  their  necks ;  bometimes 
they  were  shorn  or  iicourp;cd  |mor  to  receiving  absolution.  Vide  Basmi^e^ 
^Kf.  la  Qmisium,  p.  C^,  70« 
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reader,  wbo  is  so  inclined^  shall  learn  the  more  commoii 
habits  of  his  Ufo»  and  his  domestic  manners.    Above  all 
then;  he  was  hnmble  to  the  servants  of  God ;  affable  to  the  ^' 
obedient ;  inexorable  to  the  rebellious.    He  attcaaded  the  ' 

oflk'es  of  the  Christian  religion,  as  much  as  a  secular  was 
able  ;  so  tiiat  h(^  daily  was  present  at  mass,  and  heard 
Vespers  and  matins.  lie  built  one  monastery  in  England, 
and  another  in  Norimuidy  ;  that  at  Caen  *  lirst,  which  he 
dedicated  to  St.  Stephen,  and  endowed  with  Suitable  estate^ 
and  most  magniAcent  presents.  There  he  appointed  Lan« 
franCi  afterwards  archbishop  of  Canterbury,  abbat:  a  man 
wortliy  to  be  compared  to  the  ancients,  in  knowledge,  and  in 
religiuii :  of  wliojii  it  may  be  truly  said,  "Cato  the  third  is 
descended  from  heaven  so  niueli  had  an  heavenly  savour 
tinctured  liis  heart  and  ton<5ue  ;  so  mueli  was  the  whole 
Western  world  excited  to  the  knowledge  of  the  liberal  arts, 
by  his  learning;  and  m  earnestly  did  the  monastic  profession 
labour  in  the  work  of  religion,  either  from  his  example,  or 
authority.  No  sinister  means  profited  a  bishop  in  those 
days  ;  nor  could  an  abbat  procure  advancement  by  purchase. 
He  who  had  the  best  report  for  undeviating  sanctity,  was 
most  honoured,  and  most  esteemed  both  by  the  king  and  by 
the  archbishop.  William  built  another  monastery  near 
Hastings,  dedicated  to  St.  Martin,  which  was  also  called 
Battle,  because  there  the  principal  church  stands  on  the  very 
8|>ot,  where,  as  they  rcfiort,  TIarald  was  found  in  the  thickest 
heaps  of  the  slain.  AVhen  little  more  than  a  boy,  yet  «xil'ted 
with  the  wisdom  of  age,  he  removed  his  uncle  Malger,  from 
the  arclibishopric  of  llouen.  He  was  a  man  nut  ordinarily 
learned,  but,  through  his  high  rank,  forgetful  of  his  pro* 
Cession,  he  gave  too  much  attention  to  hunting  and  hawking;  * 
and  consumed  the  treasures  of  the  church  in  riotous  living. 
7be  fame  of  this  getting  abroad,  lie  never,  during  his  whole 
life-time,  obtained  the  pall,  because  the  holy  see  refused  the 
distinction  of  that  honour,  to  a  man  who  neglected  Ins 
jsacred  olQcc*    Wherefore  being  fre(^uently  cited,  his  nephcw^ 

•  *^  Tl^c  :tl)^ey  of  St.  Stephen's,  Caen,  slutt  <1  to  liavc  been  comp!ot(  d 
in  10G4,  but  when  it  was  doilicateO  in  not  accurately  known  :  some  lix  the 
dedication  in  lu73,  otlicrs  in  lUlll,  ami  Onlrric  in  1077,  There  was, 
liowevcT,  a  fonn(lati<*rj  charter  Rnuitctl  aubH'tiUuiitij  to  lOUU,  fur  io  it 
Wili^ui  «l)  lca  inuiM.'it  kiii^. " — llAiiDif. 


Digitized  by  Google 


A.    1089.]         liAUmiUS  RETURNS  FROX  TH£  DEAD.  301 

reprehending  liis  oHViice.^  and  still  conducting  himself  in 
tim  Hunw.  mainuT,  h(^*  wjis,  I'rom  the  iirfroney  of  the  ease, 
ultimately  degruiled.  Some  report  tliat  tiiere  was  a  secret 
reason  for  being  deprived ;  tliiit  Matilda,  whom  William 
Lad  married,  was  very  nearly  ivTated  to  him  :  that  Msdger, 
in  eonsequenoe,  tlirougli  seal  for  the  Christian  faith,  could 
not  endure  that  they  should  riot  in  the  bed  of  eonsanguinity  ; 
und  that  fio  hurh*<l  the  weajion  of  exeommunication  against 
hh  nephew,  tind  his  consort :  that,  when  the  anger  ol*  tlie 
yciun;^  man  wa.H  rousiul  by  the  complaint s  oi'  hi.i  wife,  an 
occasion  was  nought  out,  throu^^li  wliich  the  per;<ecntor  of 
their  crime  miglit  be  driven  from  his  see :  hut  that 
a(ler\i'ards,  in  rii>er  years,  for  the  expiation  of  their  offence, 
he  built  the  monantery  to  St.  Stephen  at  Caen  ;  and  she  also 
one,  in  the  same  town,  to  the  Holy  Trinity  ;  *  each  of  them 
choo.sing  tlic  inmates  neeording  to  their  own  .sex. 

To  Malger  siuccedeJ  Maurilins  oi'  Fesehump  ;  a  monk 
.cuiiimendabh^  I'nr  many  virt!ies,  hut  principally  for  his 
abstinence.  After  a  holy  and  well-sj»cnt  lite,  when  he 
came,  by  the  cull  of  God.  to  his  end,  bereft  of  vital  breath,, 
he  lay,  a5  it  wei*e,  dtnid  for  almost  half  a  day.  Nevertheless, 
when  prepamtion  was  made  to  carry  liim  into  the  ehurcli, 
recovering  his  breath,  he  bnth<*d  tlie  by-standors  tn  tears  cif 
joy,  and  i'oiiiforti'd  them,  \v\u'U  lust  in  aiiia/riiiciu,  with  this 
mi<lirs>  :  "Let  your  ^ninds  he  attentiye  while  you  hear  t!ie 
last  words  of  your  pastor.  I  have  died  a  natural  death,  but 
.  I  am  come  back,  to  relate  to  you  what  I  have  seen ;  yet  shall 
1  not  cr)ntinue  with  you  long,  because  it  delighu  mc  to  sleep 
in  the  Lord.  Tlie  conductors  of  my  spirit  were  adorned  with 
every  elegance  botli  of  countenance  and  attire ;  tlie  gentlenesss 
of  tlieir  speecli  accorded  witli  the  splendour  of  their  garments; 
so  much  so,  tliat  I  could  wi<li  for  nothing  more  than  the 
attentions  of  siudi  men.  Deliihteil  therefore  with  their 
soothing  approbation,  1  went,  as  it.appeared  to  me,  towards 
the  east.  A  seat  in  paradise  was  promised  me,  which  1  was 
shortly  to  enter.    In  a  moment,  passing  over  Kurojie  and 

^  ^Thc  convent  of  the  Holy  Trinity  iras  foumled  by  Matiliki  IOCS,  and 
ita  church  dvdicuted  on  the  lUtli  of  June  in  that  year.  Duke  William  on 
tltc  baiue  (lay,  |itvd4.*ntin^'  at  the  altar  his  ia(uut  duughtcr  Cecilia,  devutcd 
her  to  the  si  rvice  of  God  in  this  monastery,  where  she  became  the  second 
abbcM.'* — Hardy. 
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entering  Ana,  we  came  to  Jeniaalem  i  where^  Imvin^ 
wershipped  the  saints,  we  proceeded  to  Jordan.  The 

residents  on  the  hitlier  bank  joining  company  with  my 

conductors,  made  a  joyful  party.  I    as  now  hasteninjT  to  pa^ri 

over  the  river,  througli  longin<^  disire  to  aec  wluit  .was 

beyond  it,  when  uiy  companion»  iuionnedouiv  ihat  God  had 

commanded,  that  I  must  first  be  terrified  by  the  sight  of  tbe." 

'  demons ;  in  order  that  the  venial  sins,  which  1  had  not 

.  wiped  out  by  confession^  might  be  expiated,  by  the  dread  of 

terrific  forms.  As  soon  as  this  was  said,  there  came  opposite 

to  me,  such  a  multitude  of  devils,  brandishing  pointed 

weapons,  and  breathin*;  out  fire,  that  the  jdain  ai)pL'ared  Hko 

steel,  and  the  air  like  liuine.    I  was  so  dreadfully  alarmed  at 

them,  that  had  the  eartli  clave  asunder,  or  the  lieavcn 

opened,  I  should  not  liave  known  whitlier  to  have  betaken 

myself  for  stifcty.  Thus  punic-struck,  and  doubting  whither 

to  go,  I  suddenly  recovered  my  life,  though  instantaneously 

about  to  lose  it  again,  that  by  this  relation  I  might  be 

serviceable  to 'your  salvation,  unless  }uu  neglect  it:"  and 

almost  as  boon  as  In-  had  ho  said,  he  bn  ulhcMl  out  liis  soul. 

His  body,  theu  buried  under  ground,  in  the  church  of  St. 

iVIury,  is  now,  by  divine  miracle,  as  they  report,  raised  up. 

more  than  three  feet  above  the  earth. 

Moreover,  William,  following  up  the  design  he  had 

formerly  begun  in  Normandy^  permitted  Stigand,  the 

pretended  and  false  archbishop,  to  he  dtiposed  by  the  Roman 

caidiiuiii  and  by  Ermenfred  bishop  of  Sioa.  W'alkelin 

succced(!d  him  at  Winchester,  w^hose  good  works,  surpas-inj:^ 

faiue,  will  resist  the  power  of  oblivion,  as  long  as  the 

episcopal  see  shall  there  continue:  in  Kent  succeeded 

Xanfrauc,  of  whom  I  have  before  spoken,  who  was,  by  the 

gift  of  God,  as  resplendent  in  England, 

As  Lucifer,  who  bids  the  stars  retire, 
Day's  my  harbinger  with  purple  fire  ; 

»o  much  did  the  Tiujuastic  irerni  sprout  by  his  care,  so 
strongly  grew  the  pontilicul  power  wliile  he  survived.  The 
king  was  observant  of  hU  a<lvice  in  such  wise,  that  lie 
deemed  it  proper  to  concede  whatever  Lanfranc  asserted 
ought  to  be  done.  At  his  instigation  also  was  abolished  the 
infamous  custom  of  tliosc  ill-disposed  [)eop1c  who  used  to  sell 
tLcir  slaves  into  L*elaud.   The  credit  of  this  action,  I  know 
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not  exactly  whether  to  attribute  to  Itfttifmnc^  or  to  Wubtan 
bishop  of  Worcester ;  who  would  scarcely  hare  induced  the 
king,  reluctant  from  tho  profit  it  pfodiiced  hioi,  to  this 

measure,  had  not  Lanfranc  commended  it,  and  Wulstun, 

poweiTiil  lioni  liis  tfunctity  of  ehaructrr,  commanded  it  by 
e|)i>cu|)ul  utitliuiity:  Wulstan,  than  whom  none  could  bo 
more  just ;  nor  couid  any  in  our  time  equal  him  in  the  power 
of  miroek^  or  the. gilt  of  prophecy :  of  which  I  propose 
hereafter  to  relate  some  particulars^  should  it  meet  hi:»  most 
holy  approbation. ' 

But  since  the  die  of  fortune  is  subject  td  uncertain  casts, 
many  adverse  eircumiftunces  happened  during  those  times. 
'I'liiML'  was  a  <lis«^nir('rul  ecmtention*  between  the  abhat  of 
(ila.^tuiihury  and  Ida  ujojiks;       that  aiier  alternation  they 
eauie  to  blows.    The  monks  bcin;:;  driven  into  the  ehurcli, 
bewailed  their  miseries  at  the  holy  altar.    The  soldierS|  ru^h* 
ing  in»  slew  two  of  thein,  wounded  fourteeUi  and  drove  away 
tlie  rest.    Nay  the  rage  of  the  military  had  even  bristled 
the  crucifix  with  arrows.   The  abbat,  rendered  infamous  by 
such  a  eriminnl  outra^j^c,  was  driven  into  exile  during  the 
whole  of  the  king's  lilc ;  l)iit,  u|hju  his  decease,  he  wjis  re- 
.stori'd  to  his  honours,  a  sum  ol  money  being  paid  to  sueli  as 
interceded  for  him,  for  the  ex])iation  of  his  transgression. 

Again,  a  cruel  and  ignominious  end  overtook  Walker 
bishop  of  Durham,  whom  the  Northumbrians,  a  peo}>le  ever 
ripe  fur  rebeUioii,  throwing  off  all  respect  for  his  holy  orders^ 
put  to  death,  after  having  sevei*ely  insulted  him.  A  consi- 
iferable  nmaber  of  Lorrainers  were  killed  there  also,  IVir  the 
bishop  was  of  tliat  country.  Tlie  cause  of  the  Uinrder  was 
this.  The  bishop,  ind  'pendeiitly  of  his  see,  was  warth  rt  uf 
the  whole  county:  over  public  business  lie  had  set  his  rcla* 
tion  (lilbert,  ami  over  domestic,  the  eanou  Leobin;  both  men 
•  of  diligence  in  their  respective  employmentn,  but  rash.  Tho 
bishop  endured  their  want  of  moderation  in  this  respect,  out 
of  regard  to  their  activity ;  and,  as  he  had  placed  them  in  oflice^ 

4 

*  ^^Thin  dlb^ruceful  conlmtiuii  liapju  iic  d  in  the  year  lOIUi.  Itsccma  to 
have  iiriM  !i  iVtmi  the  abbat  (Tbur:itiin)  altcaijitin^  to  intrv'<)iu  o  a  new  clumt, 
brought  I  Whanip,  in:>teadof  the  Circgarlaii,lu  wiuch  the  iuouk:i  luul 
been  accubtomi  il." — Uauuv. 

t  BruLttm  tMya  (lib.  ii.  c,  8,  ic€«  4),  that  the  bi»liO|i  of  Durham  had  aa 
full  |>ower  in  tliu  county  of  Durham  tm  tlio  k<ng  In  liin  own  imtace.  Tha 
privileges  of  ^  the  ticc  of  Durbuiu  tnico  back  to  too  Uma  of  Si.  Cuthbeit. 
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treated  them  witli  great  kindnesd.  "For  our  nature  ever 
indulges  itself^  and  iUvourubty  regordu  iU  own  kind  works." 
This  Leobin  earned  Liwulpb,  a  servant  so  dearly  beloved  by 
St.  Catkbert  tliat  tlie  saint  liiinself  used  to  *appear  to  liim, 
even  when  waking,  and  prescribe  his  decisions ;  hiui,  I  say, 
lie  caiKsed  to  l>t'  kiUed  by  Gilbert;  smitten  with  envy  at  lii:* 
boldinj^  the  higher  place  in  the  prelsite's  estooni  for  his  know- 
ledge uiid  C(|uity  ill  k?gal  detorjiiimitiun.s.  Walker,  terrified 
with  this  intelligence,  offered  the  furious  family  of  tiie  de- 
ceased the  result  of  a  le;.^il  impiiry,*  affirming  that  Leobin 
would  be  the  cause  of  his  death  and  of  that  of  his  friends. 
When  the  matter  came  to  a  trial,  tliis  ferocious  race  of  |mh>- 
ple  were  not  to  be  soothed  by  reasons  of  any  kind  5  on  the 
contrary,  they  threw  the  whole  blame  on  the  l>i.^ho|>,  because 
they  had  seen  both  the  murderers  familiarly  entertained  in 
lii.s  eom  t  after  the  deatli  of  Liwulph.  llenre.  anise  elaniuur  . 
mid  indignation,  and  Gilbert,  as  he  was  of  his  own  aeeord, 
going  out  of  the  church,  where  he  had  been  f^ittin;,'  witli  the 
bishop,  that  he  might,  at  his  pei*3onal  peril,  save  the  life  oi* 
liis  master,  was  impiously  slain.  The  bishop,  whih^  making 
overtures  of  peace  belbre  the  gates,  next  glutted  the  rage  of 
the  peojde  with  his  blood ;  the  ionienter  of  tlu^  crime,  too, 
Leobin,  was  half  !  urnt,  us  he  would  not  quit  the  ehareh  till 
it  was  set  on  lire,  and  when  he  rushed  out  he  was  re<-eived 
oil  u  thousand  8]>ears.  Tins  had  been  predicted  by  l^IJgitlia, 
i-elict  of  king  Edward ;  for  when  she  had  formerly  seen 
Walker^  with  his  milk-white  hair,  rosy  eountemuice,  and  ex- 
traordinary stature,  conducted  to  AVinchc^ter  to  be  conse- 
crated ;  "  We  have  here,"  said  she,  "a  noble  martyr:**  being 
led  to  i'oviu  bueli  a  presaj^e  by  refleeting  on  the  muti- 
iiotis  (rispo>itioii  of  that  peoph*.  To  liim  succeeded  William, 
ubbat  of  St.  Carilef,  who  e.:»tablished  liioidvs  at  Durham. 

^loreover,  the  year  before  the  king's  dcatli,  there  was  a 
mortality  both  among  men  and  cattle,^  and  severe  tempests, 
acconiimnied  with  such  thunder  and  lightning,  as  no  person 
before  had  ever  seen  or  heard.  And  in  the  year  he  died,  a 
contagious  fever  destroywl  mow*  than  half  tlie  j)t!0[)le;  in- 
€lee<l  tlie  attaek  of  the  disease  killed  many,  and  then,  from 
the  unsi  asonablcncss  of  the  weather,  11  famine  following,  it 

•  Waiker  ofTcred  to  liin:.^  !f  by  oath  from  all  participation  in  the 
murder*  See  Flor*  Wig.  a«d.  108u« 
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gprtad  oninsmDj  and  cut  off  those  whom  the  fbrer  Iiad  - 
•ptfod. 

In  aildition  to  hin  other  virtues  he,  more  especially  in  early 
yoiitli,  \VA3  ot)st»r\aiit  uf  chastity;  insomucli  that  it  was  very 
comriKuily  iX'iM>rt(Ml  tfiat  he  was  inijKitcnt.    Marrying,  how- 
ever, at  th<»  ivcoininciulation  of  the;  iioUility,  he  conducted 
htmscif,  during  many  years,  in  such  wise,  as  never  to  be  sus* 
pected  of  any  criminal  intercourse.    lie  had  many  children 
by  Matilda,  whos<?  oh(*diencc  to  her  husband  and  fruitfulness 
in  chiUlron  excited  in  his  mind  the  tenderost  rrgard  for  her, 
nltlioiii^li  there  an»  not  wanting  persons  who  prate  about  his 
havin*r  renoiin<M  (l  liis  tV»rin«  r  chastity ;  and  that,  after  he  li:ul 
ar(H<l«'d  to  th(»  niyal  di«;nity,  he  was  connected  witli  tlic 
dau^iitcr  ol'  a  ctTtiiin  priest,  whom  tlie  queen  eau.sed  to  be 
removed,  by  being  *  hamstrung  by  one  oi** her  servants  ;  on' 
whieli  account  lie  was  cxih  d,  ami  ^Tatilda  was  scourged  to 
death  with  a  bridle*    Uut  1  esteem  it  lolly  to  believe  this  of 
so  greiit  a  king  ;  though  I  decidedly  assert  that  a  slight  dis- 
agreement arose  lM»tweeii  them,  in  latter  times,  on  account  of 
tlieir  son  Itohert,  whom  his  mother  wa.s  saitl  to  supj)ly  with 
a  military  I'orce  «»iit  (A*  her  reveinies.     Nevt^rtheUss,  lie 
proved  that  his  conjugal  alVection  was  not  in  the  least  dimi- 
nished hy  this  circumstance,  as  lie  buried  her  with  great 
magniAcenee,  on  her  death,  four  years  before  his  own ;  nnd 
weeping  nios^  profusely  fur  many  days  showed  how  keenly 
he  felt  her  loss:  moreover,  from  that  time,  if 'we  give  creiltt 
to  re]>ort,  he  n^fruiucd  from  every  gratifiention.    The  queen* 
was  buried  at  Caen,  in  the  monastery  of  the  Holy  Trinity. 

riu!  same  proof  of  n*gard  was  eviilent  in  the  care  ho  took 
of  the  funeral  of  (jueen  Kdgitha;  who,  placcul  hy  hi-^  atten- 
tion near  ii(  r  Itnshand  iit  Westminster,  has  a  tomb  richly 
wrought  with  gold  and  silver. 
*  His  sons  were  Kobert,  Richard,  William,  and  IT' nrv. 
The  two  hist  reigned  after  him  successively  in  England: 
llobert,  irritated  that  Normandy  was  refused  him  during  his 
father*s  life-time,  went  indignantly  to  Italy,  that  by  marry- 
ing tlic  slaughter  of  liuoiiacc  the  manpiis,  he  might  procure 

•  "  AlatilUa  died  2nd  Nov,  10U3.  blie  Ucjucathed  to  this  monasteiy  her 
crown,  Hceptre,  and  omiuiicut«  of  Ktate.  A  copy  of  her  will  may  be  locii 
in  the  Emk  Hiaioriqued^  by  the  AbU  de  la  Rue,  torn*  ti.  p.  437.**«- 
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flssistinee  in  those  piirtsi  to  oppose  the  king  t  but  failing  of 
this  coimezion»  he  excited  Plulip  king  of  France  against  his 

fatlier.  Wherefore,  disappointed  of  his  paternal  blessing 
and  inheritance,  at  his  death,  he  missed  England,  retaining 
>vith  dillicaltjr  the  ducliy  ut'  Normandy  t  and  pawning  cvfin 
this,  at  the  expiration  ol"  nine  years,  to  liis  brother  William, 
he  joined  the  expedition  into  Asia,  with  the  other  Cliristians. 
From  tlienecs  at  the  end  of  four  years,  he  returned  with 
credit  for  his  military  exploits;  and  without  difficulty  sat 
himself  down  in  Normandy,  because  his  brother  William  be- 
ing  recently  dead,  king  Henry,  unsettled  on  account  of  his 
fresh-acquired  power,  decuicd  it  enougii  to  retain  England 
under  his  command  :  but  as  I  must  speak  of  this  in  aiiotlier 
place,  I  will  iicre  pursue  the  relation  L  had  begun  couceraiag 
the  sons  of  WiUiam  the  Great. 

liichard  afibrdiid  his  noble  father  hopes  of  his  future 
greatness ;  a  fine  youth  and  of  aspiring  disposition,  consider* 
ing  his  age :  but  an  untimely  death  quickly  withered  tlie  bod 
of  this  promising  flower*  They  relate  that  while  hunting 
deer  in  the  New-forest,  he  contracted  a  disordi^r  from  u 
stream  of  infected  air.  This  is  the  place  which  William  his 
father,  desolatln;^  tlie  towns  and  destroying  the  churches  J'or 
more  than  thirty  miles,  had  appropriated  for  the  nurture  and 
refuge  of  wild  beasts;*  a  dreadful  spectacle,  indeed,  that 
where  before  had  existed  human  intereourse  and  the  worship 
of  God,  there  deer,  and  goats,  and  other  animals  of  that 
kind,  should  now  range  unrestrained,  and  these  not' subjected 
to  the  general  service  of  mankind.  Hence  it  is  .truly 
asserted  that,  in  this  very  forest,  William  his  son,  and  his 
grandson  Richard,  son  of  Robert,  earl  of  Normandy,  by  the 
severe  judgment  of  God,  met  their  deaths,  one  by  a  wound 
in  the  breast  by  an  arrow,  the  other  by  a  wound  in  the  neck, 
or  .  as  some  say,  from  being  suspended  by  the  jaws  on  the 
braneh  of  a  tree,  as  his  horse  passed  beneath  it. 

Ilis  daughters  were  five;  first,  Cecilia,  abbess  of  Caen, 
who  still  survives:  the  second,  Constantia,  married  to  Alan 

•  Some  MSS.  omit  from  "adreadful  spectacle,'*  to  the  end  of  the  paragraph, 
und  MibAtttute  Ibiu,  ^  Here  lie  willingly  piimtoA  lik  time,  hers  he  delighted  to 
MLow  ths  chuie,  I  will  not  say  for  days  but  even  montlia  toj^ethtv.  Hero^ 
twh  atreidentu  befell  the  royal  racc^  which  the  nscent  recoIU^ettos  of 
the  inbabiCanUi  aupplics  to  lAquiren.'* 
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Ferguty  wA  of  Brittany,  excited  the  inhabittnts,  hj  the  * 
severity  of  her  justice^  to  adminiflter  a  poisonous  potion  to 

bcr:  the  third,  Adela,  the  wife  of  Stephen,  earl  of  Blois,  a 
lady  celebrated  for  secular  industry,  lately  took  the  veil  at 
Marcigny.  The  naiiits  of  tlie  two  othera  have  escaped  me.* 
One  of  these,  as  we  have  said,  wa!S  betrothed  to  Harold,  and 
died  ere  she  was  marriageable :  the  other  was  affianced,-  by 
messengers,  to  Alphonso,  kin*^  of  Gallieia,  but  obtained 
from  God,  a  virgin  death.  A  hard  substance,  which  proved  * 
the  frequency  of  her  prayers,  waa  found  upon  her  ki^ees  after 
her  decease. 

Iloiiuurin^^  the  memory  of  his  father,  by  every  practicable 
metliod,  in  the  latter  part  of  his  liffe,  he  caused  his  bones, 
forinerly  interred  at  Nieea,  to  be  ttiken  up  by  means  of 
|>crson  sent  for  that  purpose,  in  order  to  convey  them  else- 
where ;  who,  successfully  returning,  stopped  in  Apulia,  on 
hearing  of  the  death  of  William,  and  there  buried  this  iUus-  - 
trious  man's  remains.  lie  treated  his  mother,  who^  before 
the  death  of  his  father,  had  married  one  Herlewin  de  Conte- 
villo,  a  man  of  moderate  wealth,  with  singular  indulgence 
as  long  as  slie  lived.  William's  brothers,  by  this  match, 
were  Robert,  a  man  of  heavy,  slugprish  disposition,  whom  he 
made  earl  of  Moretou;  and  Odo,  whom,  wliile  he  was  earl, 
he  made  bishop  of  Baycux ;  and  when  king,  created  him  earl 
of  Kent,  Being  of  quicker  talents  than  the  other,  he  was 
governor  of  all  £ngland,  under  the  king,  after  the  death  of 
William  Fitz-Osberne.  He  had  wonderful  skill  in  accumu* 
luting  treasure;  possessed  extreme  craft  in  dissembling:  so 
that,  though  absent,  yet,  stuiUng  the  scrips  of  the  pilgrims 
with  lettt  rs  and  money,  lie  Imd  nearly  purchased  the  Konian 
papacy  from  the  citizens.  But  when,  through  the  rumour  of 
liis  intended  journey,  soldiers  eagerly  flocked  to  him  from  all  - 
parts  of  the  kingdom,  the  king,  taking  offence  threw  him 
into  confinement;  saying,  that  he  did  not  acizo  the  bisliop  of 
Bayeux,  but  the  earl  of  Kent.  His  partisans  being  intimi- 
dated by  threats,  discovered  such  quantities  of  gold,  that  the 
heap  of  precious  metal  would  surpass  the  belief  of  the  present 
age;  and,  at  lust,  many  sackfuls  of  wrouglit  gold  were  also 
taken  out  of  the  rivers,  which  he  had  secretly  buried  in  cer- 

*  Agatha  nnfl  Adeliza  vera  their  names,  according  to  Ordcrlcias 
Vitalii,  (Ub.  iv«  612.) 
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tain  places.  Wlien  released,  at  the  death  of  his  brotUeri  he 
joined  Robert's  party,  as  he  was  averse  to  his  nepliew 
William:  but  then  too  matters  turning  out  unfavoui^Uljry  he 
was  banished  England,  and  went  over  to  his  nephew  and  liis 
bishopric  in  Noniiandy.  Afterwards,  proceeding  with  him 
on  his  cnterprize  to  Jerusaloin,  lie  died  at  Aiitioeli  while  it 
was  bcsiojred  by  the  Christians. 

Kiijg  W  illiam  kimlly  a<liiiittf»<l  furei^norg  to  liis  friend- 
ship; bestowed  honours  on  tlieai  witliout  distinction,  and 
was  att(  ntive  to  ahusgiving;  he  gave  many  possessions  in 
Kngland  to  foreign  cliurches^  and  scarcely  did  his  own 
muniliccncCy  or  that  of  his  nobility,  leave  any  monastery  un- 
noticed, more  especially  in  Normandy,  so  that  their  poverty 
was  mitigated  by  the  rielies  of  Kngland.  Thus,  in  his  timo, 
the  monastic  flock  increased  on  every  si-le;  monasteries 
nrnM>,  ancient  in  their  rule,  l>ut  modern  in  building:  but 
here  1  perceive  the  muttering  of  tiiose  who  say,  it  .would 
liave  been  better  that  the  old  should  have  been  preserved  in- 
their  original  state,  than  that  new  ones  should  liave  been 
erected  from  their  plunder. 

He  was  of  just  stature,  extraordinary  corpulence,  fierce 
countenance;  his  forehead  burc  oi*  hair:  of  such  great' 
Htrength  of  arm, -that  it  was  often  matter  of  MU  jirise,  that  m 
no  was  able  to  draw  his  bow,  which  himself  eouhl  bend 
when  Ids  horse  wjis  oh  full  gallop;  he  was  majesti(*,  wliether. 
Hitting  or  standing,  although  the  ])rotuberanee  of  his  belly 
deformed  his  royal  person :  of  excellent  health,  so  that  he. 
was  never  confined  with  any  dangerous  disoi'der,  except  at 
the  last:  so  given  to  the  pleasures  of  the  chase,  that,  as  I 
have  before  said,  ejecting  the  inhabitants,  he  let  a  space  of 
many  miles  grow  desolate,  that,  when  at  liberty  from  other 
avocations,  lie  might  there  pursue  his  pleasures.  lie  gave 
sumptuous  and  splendid  entertainments^  at  the  principal 
festivals;  passing,  during  the  years  be  could  conveniently, 
remain  in  England,  Christmas  at  Uloucester;  Kaslcr  at 
Winchester;  Pentecost  at  Westminster.  At  these  times  a 
royal  edict  summoned  thither  all  the  principal  ])ersons  of 
every  order,  that  the  ambassadors  from  fortiign  nalions  might 
iidniire  the  sph'ndour  ol  tli<»  assemblage,  ami  the  costli?ieHS 
of  the  banquets.  Nor  wus  he  at  any  time  more  atiahle  or 
I*«duigcnt;  in  order  that  the  visituuts  mi^^ht  proclaim  uni- 
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venallj,  that  his  generosity  kept  pace  urith  hia  riches.  This 
mode  of  banqueting  was  oonstantly  observed  by  his  first 

successor ;  the  second  omitfed  it 

Ills  anxicly  i'ov  inunuy  is  the  only  thing  for  which  ]\r.  can 
desfTVrdly  be  blaiacd.*  This  hci  sought  all  opjiortuniUi'S  of 
bcrupin^  to<^ethor,  he  eared  uo.t  huw ;  he  would  buy  aud  do 
8onie  things,  and,  indeed,  aUnoiit  any  thing,  unbccoouu^  such 
great  mujusty,  wliere  the  lippe  of  money  allured  him.  .1.  have 
here  no  excuse  whatever  to  offer,  unless  it  be,  as  one  has 
said,  that,  Of  neceksity,  he  must  fear  many,  whom  many 
fear."  lu>r,  through  dread  of  his  enemies,  he  used  to  drain 
the  rouiiliy  ul  iiiuiu  y,  with  whii  li  he  mifjlit  retard  or  ro|K*l 
their  attucks ;  vury  ot\eii,  as  it  hap|M  ns  in  human  afluirs, 
where  t*treiiglh  lulled,  purehasinj^  thi^  lorbearanee  ol'  his  ene- 
iiiit;s  with  gold.  This  disgraeetul  ealaniity  is  still  prevalent, 
and  every  day  increases;  so  tliat  both  towns  and  churchea 
are  subjected  to  contributions:  nor  is  this  done  with  iirm- 
kopt  faith  on  the  part  of  the  imposers,  but  whoever  offers 
more,  carries  the  prize;  all  former  agreements  being  dl^re* 
ganhid. 

itesiding  in  las  latter  days  in  Nonimndy,  when  eniniiy 
liud  arisen  between  Iiim  ai»d  tlie  king  of  France,  he,  lor  a 
short  period,  was  conlincd  to  the  house:  Pliilip,  seoiling  at 
this  forhearanee,  is  reported  to  have  said,  ^*  The  king  of 
Kngland  is  lying-in  at  liouen,  and  keeps  his  bed,  like  a 
woman  after  her  delivery  j<^tiug  on  his  belly,  which  he 
Imd  been  reducing  by  niedieinc.  Cruelly  hurt  at  this  sar- 
casm, he  r(»plied,  "  When  I  go  to  mass,  after  iny  eoiitirie- 
luent,  1  will  make  Idni  an  offering  of  a  humhed  thou-and 
caudles."'!'  lie  swore  tins,  "by  thi*  Uesurrtj(  lioii  uad  Glory 
of  Ciod:"  lor  he  was  wout  pur^xisely  to  swear  such  oaths  as, 
by  the  v(  ly  form  of  his  mouth,  would  strike  terror  into  the 
minds  of  his  hearers. 

•  Sdiiu'  MSS.  omit  from  "  money,*'  to  "  I  have,"  and  siihstitutc,  Thi* 
hcttuu^lif  fit!  (ippurtuiiitic's  of  col  lectin:;,  jiruviUfd  he  could  uIU*;;e  that  the/ 
were  liououi.il  lo,  and  not  unbecuuuug  the  royal  di^'nity.  Hut  he  will 
readily  l>c  cxcu^id,  hceatme  it  new  guvenmient  Ciuiuut  be  udmiiuatcTtHl 
without  liir^e  re veaueii.    Ihuve,  \.c. 

t  Th&  Upmiiili  rtttiul  directit  tlic  wtimuit  to  knee),  with  a  lighten]  tuiier  m 
her  hand,  at  the  church  door,  where  iilit*  in  sprinkled  with  holy  water»  and 
afterwanU  conducted  into  tiro  church.  The  j)nioticc  Kceinn  connected  with 
the  feiitivul  gl  tlio  i'uriticatiun.   Vide  DuranUf  lik  vii.  c.  7* 
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Not  long  «fter»  in  lihe  eod  of  the  month  of  August^  when 
the  com  was  ripe  on  the  groundi  the  dusters  on  the  vines^ 
aiid  the  orchards  laden  wi^  frait  in  full  abundance,  eoUeet- 

ing  an  army,  he  entered  France  in  a  hostile  manner,  tramp- 
ling down,  and  laying  evory  thing  waste:  nothing  could 
asiiuage  hi.s  irritated  mind,  so  determined  was  he  to  revenge 
this  injurious  taunt  at  the  expense  of  multitudes.  At  last 
he  set  fire  to  the  city  of  ManteSi  where  the  church  of  St. 
Mary  was  bumt|  together  with  a  recluse  who  did  not  think 
it  justifiable  to  quit  her  cell  even  under  such  an  emergency ; 
and  the  whole  property  of  the  eitiasens  was  destroyed.  Ex- 
hilarated by  this  succes.>5,  wliile  furiously  commanding  his 
people  to  add  fuel  to  the  eontl;}gration,  he  ap[)i  oLu  In d  too 
near  the  flames,  and  contracted  a  disorder  IVom  tlie  violence 
of  the  fire  and  the  intenscness  of  tlie  autumnal  heat.  Some 
say,  that  his  horse  leaping  over  a  dangerous  ditch,  ruptured 
liis  ridcpy  where  his  belly  projected  over  the  front  of  the 
saddle.  Injured  by  this  accident^  he  sounded  a  retreat^  and 
returning  to  Rouen,  as  the  malady  increased  he  took  to  his 
bed.  His  physicians,  when  coiii-ulted,  iiHirmcd,  from  an  in- 
spection of  his  urine,  that  death  was  inevitable.  On  hearing 
this,  he  fdled  the  house  with  his  lamentations,  because  death 
had  suddenly  seized  liim,  before  he  could  elfeet  that  reforuia* 
tioQ  of  life  wliich  he  had  long  since  meditated.  Recovering 
his  fortitudCp  however^  he  performed  the  duties  of  a  Christian 
in  confession  and  receiving  the  communion.  Reluctantly, 
and  by  compulsion,  he  bestowed  Normandy  on  Robert ;  to 
William  he  gave  England  ;  while  Henry  received  his  mater- 
nal possessions.  He  ordered  all  his  prisoners  to  be  rideased 
and  pardonied  :  his  treasures  to  be  brought  fortli,  and  dis- 
tributed to  the  churches  :  he  gave  also  a  certain  sum  of 
money  to  repair  the  church  which  hud  been  burnt.  Thus 
rightly  ordering  all  thinga^  he  departed  on  tlie  eiglith  of  the 
ides  of  September,  [Sept.  6,]  in  the  fifty^ninth  year  of  his 
age :  the  twenty-second  of  his  reign  :  the  fifty*second  of  his 
duchy  :  and  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1087.  This  was  the 
same  year,  in  which  Canute,  king  of  Denmark,  as  we  have 
before  related,  was  killed  ;  and  in  which  the  Spanish  Sara- 
cens raging  against  the  Christians,  Avere  shortly  compelled 
to  retire  to  their  own  territories  by  Alphonso,  king  of  Gal- 
Ucia ;  unwillingly  evacuating  even  the  cities  they  had  for*> 
meri  J  occupied. 
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Tlic  body,  enbalmed  after  royal  custom,  was  brought  down 
the  river  Seine  to  Caen,  and  there  consigned  to  the  earth,  a 
lar^  assetnblj  of  the  clergy  attending)  but  few  of  the  laity. 
Here  might  be  feen  the  wretchedness  of  earthly  vicissitude ; 
for  that  manwhowas  formerly  thegloryof  all  Europe^ and  more 
powerful  than  any  of  Ins  predecc8«ors,  could  not  find  a  place 
of  everhistinj':  rest,  without  coiittntion.  For  a  certain  knight, 
to  wluv^i?  |)utriinqny  tlic*  place  pertained,  h^udly  exclaiminir  at 
the  rubbery,  forbade  his  burial  ;  sayin^j,  that  the  gruumi  be- 
longed to  himself  by  paternal  right ;  und  that  the  king  had 
no  cldm  to  rest  in  a  place  which  he  had  forcibly  invaded* 
Whereupon,  at  the  desire  of  Henry,  tlie  only  one  of  his  sons 
who  was  present,  a  hundred  pounds  of  silver*  were  paid  to 
this  brawler,  and  quieted  his  audacious  claim :  for  at  that 
time,  Robert  his  elder  bom  was  in  France,  carrying  on  a 
war  against  la.i  own  country  :  William  had  sailed  loi  Eng- 
hind,  ere'  tlic  king  had  well  breathed  his  last ;  thinking  it 
more  advantageous  to  look  to  his  future  benefit,  than  to  be 
present  at  the  funeral  of  his  father.  Moreover,  in  the  disper- 
sion of  money,  neither  slow,  nor  sparing,  he  brought  forth  from 
its  secret  hoard,  all  that  treasure  which  had  been  accumulated 
at  Winchester,  during  a  rei^n  of  so  many  years:  to  the 
inonasteries  la  gave,  a  ])iece  of  gold  ;  to  eaeli  parisli  chureh 
five  shillin»:^9  in  silver:  to  every  eouiity  a  hundred  pounds 
to  he  divided  to  eaeli  poor  man  severally.  He  also  very 
splendidly  adorned  the  tomb  of  his  father,  with  a  large  mass 
of  gold  and  silver  aiul  the  rcfulgenec  of  precious  fitones. 

At  this  time  lived  Berengar,  the  heresiarch  of  Tours,  who 
denied,  that  the  bread  and  wine^  when  placed  on  the  altar  * 
and  consecrated  by  the  priest,  were,  as  the  holy*  church 
■  affirms,  the  real  and  substantial  body  of  the  Lord.  Already 
was  the  whole  of  (lim\  infected  with  this  his  doctrine,  dis- 
seminated hy  means  of  j)oor  schohirs,  whom  he  allured  by 
daily  hire.  On  this  account  pope  Leo,  of  holiest  memory, 
alarmed  for  the  catholic  faith,  calling  a  council  against  him 
at  Vercelli,  dispersed  the  darkness  of  this  misty  error,  by  the 
effulgence  of  evangelical  testimony.  But  when,  after  his 
death,  the  poison  of  heresy  again  burst  forth  from  the  bosoms 
of  some  worthless  people  where  it  had  long  been  nurtured, 
IJildebrand,  lu  councils,  when  he  was  archdeacon,  at  Tours, 

^  tSixtjr  laiiUin^  down,  and  m  much  more  aflcrwurdu*   Ordcric.  Vital. 
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and  after,  when  pope,  at  Rome,  cbnipelled  liLiii,  after  being 
convicted,  to  the  abjuration  of  his  opinion  ;  which  matters^ 
any  pcrBoa  deairous  of  seeing  will  iiud  rccordidd.iu  their  pro* 
per  place.  Ajrchbishop  Lanfranc  and  Guimund,  the  most 
eloquent  man  of  our  times,  firat  monk  of  St*  Leofrid,  in  Nor- 
mandy, afterwards-  bishop  of  Aversa  in  Apulia,  confuted 
ttini ;  but  principally  and  most  forcibly  the  hitter.  And, 
indeed,  tliouj^h  Berengar  di.-giaced  tlie  earlier  purl  of  his  life 
by  defending  certain  heresies,  yet  he  eanie  so  much  to  his 
senses  in  riper  age,  that  without  hesitation,  he  was  by  some 
esteemed  a  saint  ;  admired  for  innumerable  good  quahties, 
but  especially  for  his  humility  and  alms-giving :  showing 
lituiself  master  of  liis  large  possessions,  by  dispersing,  not 
their  slave  by  hoarding  and  worslupping  them.  He  was  so 
guarded  witli  respect  to  female  beauty,  that  he  would  ne\  er 
suflTer  u  womun  to  appear  before  him,  k.^t  lie  should  seem  to 
enjoy  tluit  beauty  witli  his  eye,  whieli  he  did  not  desire  in 
liis  heart.  He  was  used  neither  to  despise  tlie  poor  nor  Hatter 
the  rich:  to  live  by  nature's  rule,  "and  Imving  food  and 
raiment,**  in  the  language  of  the  apostle,  "  therewith  to  be 
content.*^  Li  consequence,  Uildebert,  bisliop  of  Mans,  a . 
fii*st-i*ate  poet,  highly  commends  lum ;  whose  words  I  have 
purposely  inserted,  that  I  may  show  this  celebrated  bishop's 
regard  to  his  mazier  ;  and  at  the  same  time  his  opinion  a\  ill 
serve  for  an  example  to  posterity,  how  lie  thought  a  man 
ought  to  live :  although,  perhaps,  from  the  strength  of  his 
affection^  he  may  have  exceeded  the  bounds  of  just  commend- 
ation. 

Fame,  which  the  world  allows  hia  due, 
Sliali  Berengar,  when  dcailj  pumuc  : 
Whom,  pWd  on  faitV«  exalted  height 
The  finh  day  ravish 'd  with  fell  spite  : 
-  ,  *  S;i(1  wa:i  tlint  day,  and  fatal  tcjo. 

Where  grief  ami  loss  united  grew, 
Wlicioin  lliL'  r)uirc!i*s  liope  and  pride. 
The  law,  with  its  .lUpix^iter,  died. 
What  Hill's  t!iu;.djt,  or  poet.s  .sun^jf 
liow'd  lo  hib  Wit,' and  honey'd  tongue. 
Then  holier  wiikioiu'ii  path  lie  tn»d, 
And  fill'd  hia  heart  und  lipri  witli  (jod* 
IIU  Boul,  his  voice,  his  iiction  pnivM 
Tho  great  Creutor's  pruuie  he  lov*d* 
So  good,  80  wise,  his  growing  fume 
Shall  soar  above  the  groatest  name ; 
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Whtiac  raiik  prc^n'M  hU  honour  gitiu'd,  • 

PrefmM  tlicjKMir  to  rich  :  muintaiti'd 

Tlw  ttertiMt  juitiec*   Wenlth'i  inde  pom 
-  Ne*i!r  gave  to  ■loth,  or  waite^  an  hoiir. 

Nor  could  nriHsalfd  homtufn^  hjghf 

Sedoco  him  fntm  humility; 

Who  ncVr  on  luoiu'V  Ntl  rnind, 

lint  ^r'l  \M  111-  voul«!  no  oliject  lintl 

WJicTe  he  llught  ^ivi'  :  am)  help*d  the  |KMr 
•  Till  j»o\frty  ii?»^ilM  his  door. 

Hisi  lilc  i»)  iiaUirL-'s  laws  to  i^uiile, 

niiiiil  fruiu  viie,  h  ^  Jij>:i  Iruiu  priUc^ 

Still  was  hitf  cattf  ;  to  fal^^  the  tnao 

rw for»  and  nothing  wnaelm  do  ; 

Evil  to  iioiwt  hut  i^pod  iuipoitf 

And  haiiMi  iucrc,  liuiidatid  lieart* 

W'luiM.*  ilna^  ua>i  coiirsM*,  and  tcmpeiaiiiaejuft 

Awaiti  d  appetite's  kct*ii  gust :  ' 
Wiis  chastity *h  perpi'tuiil  jnnnit, 

Nor  let  rank  h^t  disturb  hU  rtst. 

\\  lull  lui ai  d  him,     Sec,"  bttid  ihCp 

^*  WliiU-  •dlu  i.s  fatle,  ono  Injrii  lor  me.** 
Ere  ju-tii  c  .MHi^ht  licT  place  ol*  rest  . 
On  lu^ii,  he  <ockM  her  in  hi*  brcart* 
A  saint  from  boyhood,  whoiie  great  namo 
SiiriKiwctt  hit  exceeding  fame* 
A\  hieh,  though  ti  e  wide  H'orld  it  may  filif 
Shall  never  n^ach  hiH  merit  Htill, 
I'ious  and  prave,  bo  hiindilc  yet, 
Thai  envy  neVr  could  hiiii  heict  ; 
Vur  envy  weeps,  whom  btiil  Ijeluro 
»Slie  hatt  il,  i»rone  now  lo  adurc  ; 
•  I'imt  for  his  life,  hut  now  Ijis  fate 

^hc  uioans,  laments  his  frail  cntute. 
Man  truly  wi?iC  and  truly  blwt ! 
Thy  wiul  uiid  body  both  at  test^ 
*        May  I,  when  deud^  abide  with  y oily 
And  bliaie  tlie  nclf-same  pottion  toou 

YoQ  may  perceive  in  these  verses,  that  the  bishop  ex- 
ceeded the  juAt  measure  uf  praise ;  but  eloquence  is  apt  to 
recommend  itseir  in  such  wise ;  thus  a  brilliant  style  pro* 
ceeds  in  gracd  ul  strain ;  thus 

^  Bewitcldng  eloquence  sheds  purple  flowen.** 

But  though  15eren«j^ur  hinweir  cliangod  his  sentiments,  yet 
was  he  unable  to  cunvci  t  all  whom  he  had  infected  tliruugii- 
uut  the  world;     so  dreaili'ul  a  thing  it      to  seduce  others 
.  from  what  is  right,  cither  by  example  or  by  word  $  as,  per- 
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IiapSy  in  consequence^  you  must  bear  the  sins  of  others  after 
having  atoned  for  your  own."  Fulb^rt,  bidliop  of  Chartres, 
whom  I\Iary,  the  mother  of  our  Lord,  was  seen  to  cure  when 
sick,  by  the  milk  of  her  breasts,  is  said  to  have  predicted 
this;  ior»  when  lying  in  the  hist  extremity,  he  was  Tisited 
by  many  persons,  and  the  hoase  was  scarcely  hffge  enough 
to  hold  the  eompany,  he  darted  his  eye  through  the  throng, 
and  endeavoured  to  drive  away  Berengar,  with  all  tlie  forc<^ 
he  had  remaining;  protesting  that  an  immense  devil  stood 
near  him,  and  attempted  to  seduce  many  persons  to  follow, 
him,  by  beckoning  with  his  Jiand,  and  whispering  some 
enticement.  Moreover,  Berengar  himself,  when  about  to 
expire  on  the  day  of  the  Epiphany,  sadly  sighing,  at  the 
recoUeetiott  of  the  wretched  people  whom,  when  a  very 
jouilg  man,  in  the  heat  of  error,  he  had  infected  with  his 
opinions,  exclaimed,  "  To-day,  in  the  day  of  his  munifehta- 
tion,  my  Lord  Jesus  Clirist  will  appear  to  me,  either  to 
glorify  me,  as  I  liope,  for  my  repentanee;  or  to  ]>iinish  me, 
as  I  fear,  for  the  heresy  I  have  propagated  on  others.** 

We  indeed  believe,  that  after  ccelesiastical  benediction, 
those  mysteries  are  the  very  body  and  blood  of  the  Saviour; 
induced  to  aoch  an  opinion,  by  the  authority  of  the  ancient 
ehurdi,  and  by  many  miracles  recently  manifested.  Such  as 
that  which  St.  Gregory  exhibited  at  Home ;  and  such  its 
Paschasius  relates  to  have  taken  place  in  Germany ;  tliat  tlie 
priest  Piegild  visibly  touclied  the  form  of  a  boy,  upon  the 
altar,  and  that  after  kissing  him  he  partook  of  liim,  turned 
into  the  similitude  of  bread,  ai^r  the  custom  of  the  church: 
which,  they  relate^  Berengar  Used  arrogantly  to  cavil  at,  and 
to  say,  that  it  was  the  treacherous  covenant  of  a  seonn- 
drcl,  to  destroy  with  his  teeth,  him  whom  he  had  kissed  with 
his  mouth.**  Such,  too,  is  that  concerning  tlie  Jewish  boy, 
who  by  chance  running  playfully  into  a  church,  with  a 
Christian  of  tlie  same  a<^c*,  saw  a  child  torn  to  pieces  on  the 
altar,  and  severally  divided  to  the  people ;  which  when,  with 
childish  innocence,  he  related  as  truth,  to  his  parents,  they 
placed  him  in  a  furnace,  where  the  fire  was  burning  and  the 
door  closed:  whence,  after  many  hours,  he  was  snatclied  by 
the  CliiL^tiiins,  without  injury  to  his  person,  clothes,  oi  hair; 
and  being  asked  how  he  could  escape  the  dcvourinj^  flames, 
be  replied,    That  beautiful  woman  whom  X  saw  sitting  in 
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the  ciudry  wboso  son  was  divided  among  tbo  people^  always 
gtood  al  my  right  hand  in  the  .  furnace^  keeping  off  the 
threatening  flames  and  fiery  Tolttmes  with  her  garments.* 

At  that  time,  in  a  province  of  Wales,  called  Ros,  wa^ 
found  the  sepulchre  ol'  AValwin,  the  noble  nephew  of  Arthur; 
he  reigned,  a  most  rcnownc  d  knight,  in  that  part  of  l>ritaia 
which  is  still  named  VYalwerth;  but  was  driven  from  liis 
kingdom  by  the  brutlier  and  nephew  of  Hengiat,  (of  whom  I 
have  spoken  in  my  first  book,)  though  not  without  first 
making  them  pay  dearly  for  his  expulsion.  He  deservedly 
Bhared^  >vith  his  uncle,  the  praise  of  retarding,  for  many 
yearn,  t!ie  calamity  of  his  falling  country.  The  sepulchre  of 
Arthur  is  no  where  to  he  seen,  whence  ancient  ballads  fable 
that  he  is  still  to  come.  But  the  tomb  of  the  other,  as  I 
have  suggested^  was  found  in  the  time  of  king  William,  on 
the  sea-coast,  fourteen  feet  long :  there,  as  some  relate,  he 
was  wounded  by  his  enemies,  and  suflered  shipwreck ;  others 
say,  he  was  killed  by  his  subjects  at  a  public  entertainment. 
The  truth  consequently  is  doubtful ;  though  neither  of  ther^e 
men  was  inferior  to  the  reputation  they  htive  acquired. 

This,  too,  was  tlie  period  in  which  Germany,  for  iifty 
years,  bewailed  the  pitiable,  and  almost  fatal  government  of 
Henry,  of  whom  I  have  spoken  in  the  history  of  Williiun. 
He  was  neither  unlearned  nor  indolent ;  but  so  singled  out 
by  fate  for  every  person  to  attack,  that  whoever  took  up 
arms  against  him  seemed,  to  liimself,  to  be  acting  for  the  . 
[;ood  of  religion.  lie  hud  two  sons,  Conrad  and  Iluiirj:  the 
firstj  not  violating  the  rights  of  nature  towards  his  father, 
having  subjugated  Italy,  died  at  Arezzo,  a  city  of  Tuscany; 
the  other,  in  his  early  age,  attacking  his  parent  when  he  was 
somewhat  at  rest  from  external  molestation,  compelled  hiin 
to  retire  from  the  empire,  and  when  he  died  shortly  after, 
honoured  him  with  an  imperial  funeral.  He  still  survives, 
obstinately  adiiering  to  those  very  sentiiuLnt.-,  on  account  of 
which  he  thought  hiuiseU"  justified  in  persecuting  las  father; 
for  he  grants  the  investiture  of  ehurches  by  the  stafV  :uui 
ring;  and  looks  upon  the  pope  as  not  legally  elected  without 
his  concurrence;  although  Calixtus^  who  now  presides  over 
tlie  papal  see,  has  greatly  restrained  this  man's  inordinate 
ambition:  but  let  the  reader  wait  my  farther  relation  of 
these  matters  in  their  proper  order. 
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Moreover,  pope  Ilildebmnd  dying,  as  X  have  wid,  and 
Urbaa  being  elected  bjr  the  eardiuaUi  the  emperor  persisted* 
in  his  intention  of  preferring  Guibcrty  of  proclaiming  him 

po[)c,  and  of  bringln;^^  liim  to  lluinc,  by  tlie  expulsion  of  the 
otlier.  The  army,  liowcvcr,  of  the  inarchioncrid  Matilda,  u 
woman,  who,  forgetful  of  her  aex,  and  comparable  to  the 
uneient  Amazons,  used  to  lead  forth  her  hardy  troops  to 
batti^  esix>used  the  juster  cause,  as  it  seemed,  by  her  assist- 
ance, in  succeeding  time.  Urban  obtaining  the  papal  throne^ 
held  quiet  possession  of  it  ibr  eleven  years.  After  liiia 
•Fasdial  was  appointed  by  the  Romans,  who  held  Henry's 
coucurrenee  in  contempt.  Guibert  yet  bunh^ned  the  i  arth 
Avith  his  existence,  th*^  only  sower  of  .scdiiion,  whu  never, 
during  his  whole  life,  hiid  a.siile  his  obstinacy,  nor  conlornicd 
to  justice  i  saying,  that  the  decision  of  the  emperor  ought 
to  be  observed;  not  that  of  tlie  assassins,  or  parchmeot- 
mongers  of  Borne.*  tn  consequence,  both  of  them  being 
excommunicated  in  several  councils,  they  treated  the  sen- 
teiice  with  ridicule.  Notwithstanding  these  eireumslanees, 
there  were  many  thinji^s  praiseworthy  in  the  emperor:  he 
was  eloquent,  of  gn^at  abilities,  well  read,  actively  eluintabl(3; 
had  many  good  qualities,  both  of  mind  and  person :  was  ever 
prcpai*ed  for  war,  insomuch  that  he  was  sixty- two  times 
tMigaged  in  battle;  wtts  equitable  in  at^usting  ditl'erenccs; 
and  when  matters  were  unsuccessful,  lie  would  prefer  his 
griefs  to  heaven,  and  wait  for  redress  fi*om  thence.  Many  of 
Lis  enemies  perished  by  untimely  deaths. 

I  have  heard  a  person  of  the  utmost  veracity  relate,  that 
one  of  Ills  adversaries,  a  weak  and  factious  man,  while 
reclining  at  a  banquet,  was,  on  a  sudden,  so  completely  sur- 
rounded by  mice,  as  to  be  unable  to  escape  So  gi'cat  was 
the  number  of  these  Uttie  animals,  that  there  could  scarcely 
be  imagined  more  in  a  wliole  province.  It  was  in  vain,  that 
they  were  attacked  with  clubs  and  fragments  of  the  benches 
which  were  at  hand :  and  thon«j^h  they  were  for  a  long  time 
assailed  by  all,  yet  they  wreaked  their  deputed  curse  ou  no 

•  .  .  .  .  lanistarum  vcl  pellificum.  It  seems  ii  sneer  at  the  sanguinary 
dbpositian  ot*  ttje  iluniuu  uiiil  nt  4lu»- hulls  (»f  tht*  pDpe.    Ill  u  JU- 

pute  on  the  credibility  of  eviUeaee  aUduccil,  it  is  (jlt.%crved,  that  the  era! 
tetttmony  of  three  bbtiojis  was  cttttuinly  to  bo  preferred  to  Hhoep  skiDH 
blaekcmxl  with'tukniid  iuailcd  with  u  Icdduu  »eiU.''  Kdmcr.  Hut*  Nov.  p.  G5. 
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one  elne;  pursuiiisj  liim  ouly  with  their  tectli,  and  witU  a 
kiiul  ut*  dreiitllul  Miut';ikinp^.  And  although  he  was  carried 
uut  to  »ea  ulK)ut  a  jiivcliu'.s  c;nt  by  the  .sLTvatits,  yet  he  could 
not  by  tliese  ineaiia  e^icape  their  violence;  for  ioiniediately 
so  great  a  multitude  of  mice  look  to  the  water,  tliat  you 
would  have  sworn  the  aett  was  strewed  with  clu&ll*  But 
when  they  hi'<^an  to  gnaw  the  planks  of  the  ship^  and  the 
water,  rusliiu;^  throup^h  the  chinks,  threatened  inevitable 
hliipwrei'k,  the  HervaiilH  tiiiiicd  the  Vi'.Hsi  l  to  the  shore.  The 
niiioKiU,  then  al.so  hwimiuiii;^  close  to  the  shi[),  himK'*l  first. 
Thus  th(»  wivteli,  set  ou  shore,  and  soon  alter  ciitircljr 
gnawed  ill  ]>ieci\s  satiated  tlie  dreadi'ul  liuugi'r  of  the  uiiee. 

1  deeui  thi.H  the  less  wonderful,  because  it  is  well  kiiowiip 
that  in  Asia,  if  a  leopard  hite  any  per<(OU,  a  party  of  mtco 
approiu!h  direetly,  to  disehar«re  their  urine  on  the  wounded 
man  ;  and  that  a  filthy  deluge  of  tlieir  water  attends  his 
death;  imt  it',  by  the  cure  of  .st'rvanl.s  ihivhig  them  oil",  tlie 
destruction  call  be  avoiik'd  <luriiig  nine  days;  then  medical 
assistance^  if  called  in^  uuiy  be  of  service.  My  informant 
had  seen  a  per^ion  wounded  after  this  manner,  wlio^  de- 
spairing of  safety  on  shore,  proceeded  to  sea,  and  lay  at  an- 
chor; wlien  immediately  more  than  a  thousand  mice  swam 
out,  wonderful  to  relate,  in  the  rinds  of  pomegranates,  tlio 
iiisidcs  of  which  they  had  eaten  ;  but  they  were  drowm  d 
through  the  loud  sht)utinn:  of  the  i>aiku  s.  "  For  the  Creator  - 
of  all  things  has  made  nolhiug  de;!>litutc  of  sagacity ;  nor  any 
pest  without  its  remedy.** 

During  this  emperor's  reign  flourished  Marianus  Scotus,* 
first  a  monk  of  Fuldai,  afterwai'ds  a*  i*ecluse  at  Mentz,  who^ 
by  renouncing  the  present  life,  sitcured  the  hap])iiiess  of  thai 
which  is  to  eonie.  During  his-  lung  continued  leisure,  he 
examined  the  writers  on  Chronoh)gy,  and  di?<covered  the 
disagreement  of  the  cyeh.*s  of  Dionysius  liic  Lluic  with 
the  evanj^clieul  computatiun.  Wherefore  reckoning  evi-ry 
year  from  the  beginning  of  the  world,  he  added  twenty- 
two,  whicli  were  Wanting,  to  the  above  mentioned  cycles; 
but  he  liad  few,  or  no  followers  of  liis  opinion.  Wherefure 
I  am  often  led  to  wonder,  why  such  unhappiness  should 

•  Mnrianus  was  horn  in  Ire.and  a.d.  lO-H,  and  was  compiler  of  a 
cclehniteil  t:limnicle,  which  i>4  the  havia  of  Tlori'iicc  of  Worc-Cbter.  ilit 
uuii^inctl  correction  of  Dioiij  tuu^  m  luuiided  in  error. 
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attach  to  the  learned  of  our  time,  that  in  ao  great  a  number 

of  richolar^  and  students,  pale  with  watching,  searculy  oiio 
can  obtain  umjualilied  conimcndatiou  i'or  knowledge.  So 
inucli  does  ancient  custom  pkase,  and  so  little  encourage-* 
ment,  though  deserved,  is  given  to  new  cliscoverieSy  however 
oonsistent  with  truth.  AU  are  anxious  to> grovel  in  the  old' 
tracks  and  everything  modern  is  contemned ;  and  thereiurep 
as  patronage  alone  can  foster  genius^,  when  that  is  withheld, 
every  exertion  languishes* 

But  as  I  have  mentioned  the  monastery  of  Fulda,  I  will*, 
relate  wluit  a  reverend  man,  Walker,  prior  of  'Malvern, 
whose  word.-i  if  any  disbelieve  he  oflends  against  holiness, 
told  me  had  happened  there.  Not  more  tiiau  llftcea  year^ 
have  elapsed,"*  said  he»  since  a  contagious  disease  attacked 
the  abbat  of  that  place,*  and  afterwards  destroyed  many  of 
the  monks*  The  survivors,  at  first,  began  each  to  fear  for 
himself,  and  to  pray,  and  give  alms  more  abundantly  than 
usual.  In  process  of  time,  however,  for  such  is  the  nature 
of  man,  their  fear  gradually  bub^iding,  they  begau  to  omit 
them  ;  the  cellarer  more  especially  :  wlio  publicly  and  ab- 
surdly exclaimed,  that  the  stock  of  provision  was  not  ade- 
quate to  such  a  consumption ;  that  he  iiad  lately  hoped  for 
8omc  reduction  of  expense  from  so  many  funerals,  but  that 
his  hopes  were  at  an  end,  if  the  dead  consumed  what  the 
living  could  not.  It  happened  on  a  certain  night,  when, 
from  some  urgent  business,  he  had  deferred  going  to  rest 
for  a  long  time,  that  having  at  length  dt.sj>atehed  every 
concern,  he  went  towards  the  dormitory.  And  now  you 
»hall  hear  a  strange  circumstance:  he  saw  in  tlu*  clmpti-r- 
house,  the  abbat,  and  all  who  had  died  that  year,  i^itiing 
'  in  the  order  they  had  departed :  when  afllrighted  and  en- 
jdeavouring  to  escape^  he  was  detained  by  force*  Being 
reproved  and  corrected,  after  the  monastic  manner,  with  a 
licourge,  lie  heard  tlie  abbat  speak  precisely  to  the  following 
effect :  that  it  was  foolish  to  look  for  advantage  by  another^s 
death,  when  all  were  suhject  to  one  common  fate  ;  that  it 
was  ail  impious  thing,  that  a  monk  who  had  passed  his 
whole  life  in  the  nervicc  of  the  church  should  be  grudged 
the  pittance  of  a  single  year  after  his  death ;  that  he  him- 
^t.'lf  should  die  very  shortly,  but  tliat  whatever  others  might 
do  for  him,  should  redound  only  to  the  advantage  of  those 
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whom  he  htd  definuided ;  that  he  might  wm  go  and  correct, 

bjr  his  examplCi  thoso  whom  he  luid  corrupted  by'  his  ex- 
pri>bions.'*  lie  departed,  aiid  tleuioustrutcd  that  he  had 
.Hccn  nothing  irua^'nKin%  as  well  by  his  recent  stripes^  as 
by  his  death,  wiiich  fihortly  luUuwed. 

^In  the  meantime,  while  employed  on  other  subjects,  both 
matter  and  inclination  Imve  occurred  for  the  relation  ot 
what  was  determined  in  William's  time^  concerning  the 
eontroTcrsy  bt^^l  existing  between  the  archbishops  of  Can- 
terbury and  York.  And  tlmt  posterity  may  be  fully  in- 
formed of  this  businesSi  I  will  i>ubjuiu  the  opiuions  of  the 
aiicieat  fathers. 

Piy^e  Gregory  to  Auguitinty  JirH  arehHskop  of  Canierbury.  . 

**L<-t  your  jurisdiction  tuA  only  extend  over  the  biHliop-^ 
you  shall  have  ordained,  of  such  as  have  been  ordained  by 
the  bisliop  of  York,  but  also  over  all  the  priests  of  Britaini 
by  the  authority  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ" 

Boniface  to  Justus^  archbishop  of  Canterburym 

*^Tar  be  it  from  every  Christian^  that  anything  concern- 
ing the  city  of  Canterbury  be  diminished  or  changed,  in 
present  or  future  times,  which  was  appointed  by  our  pre- 
decessor pope  CJrep^ory,  liowever  liuman  circumstances  may 
bechuiijrcd:  hut  more  e.specially,  by  the  authority  of  St 
Peter  tiic  prince  of  apostles,  wo  command  uiid  ordiun,  tliat 
the  city  of  Canterbury  .shall  ever  hereafter  be  esteemed  the 
metropolitan  sec  of  all  Britain;  and  we  decree  and  appoint, 
immutably,  that  all  the  provinces  of  the  kingdom  of  Eng- 
land shall  be  subject  to  the  metropolitan  church  of  the  afore- 
said see.  And  if  any  one  attempt  to  injure  this  church, 
which  i8  more  e.speeially  under  the  power  and  protection 
of  the  holy  Roman  church,  or  to  lessen  the  jurisdiction  con- 
ceded to  it,  may  God  <'\pun;r<*  him  (Voni  the  b<)(jk  of  lile  ;  and 
let  him  know,  that  he  is  bound  by  the  sentence  of  a  curse.** 

Alexander  to  fniHanif  king  of  England* 

"  The  cause  of  Alric,  formerly  called  bishop  of  Chiches- 
ter, we  have  entrusted  to  our  brother  bishop,  Lanfranc,  to 
be  by  him  diligently  reconsidered  and  determined, 
have  also  commended  to  him  the  labour  of  deciding  tho 
dispute  which  has  arisen  between  the  archbishop  of  YorK 
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and  the  bisliop  of  "Dorclicstcr,  on  inattcrs  he]or\^r\f^  to  thoir 
<liocedea;  strictly  ordering  iiirii  to  «  xamiiu^  tliij)  cause  most 
dlUgently  and  bring  it  to  a  ju^^t  terniiimtion.  Besidf^  we 
have  80  fully  comiiiitted  to  bim  tlic'  autbority  of  our  per- 
fiotial  and  pontifical  {wwcr  in  obnsidering  and  s.cttling  causes 
tliat  whatevi>r  he  shall,  acconling  to  juritice,  have  dcterminiMl, 
Hliall  be  rep^ardiMl  as  linn  and  intiij»soluble  hereafter^  as  though 
it  had  b(  en  a<lju(];.'r(l  in  our  prcsonco." 

"In  tlic  year  of  our  Lord  Jesus  ChristV  inearnation  1072, 
of  tlie  pontificate  of  poj)c  Alexander  the  eh^veuth,  and  of 
*  the  reign  of  Williani,  glorious  king  of  Kngland,  and  duke .  • 
of  Norniaiuly^  the  nixth ;  by  tbo  command  of  tlie  wdd  poiie 
Alexander,  and  |iernit5sion  of  the  same  king,  in  pres(>nee  of 
himself,  his  hisliopR,  and  abliats,  the  (pn^stion  was  agitated 
concerning  the  primacy  which  l^nfrane,*  archbisliop  of 
Canterbury,  elaiiiied  in  right  of  liis  ebureli,  over  that  <»f 
"York  ;  aiul  concerning  the  ordination  of  eci  lain  bishojH,  of 
^vb^^'b  it  was  not  clearly  evident,  to  whom  they  espe<'ia11y 
pertaintnl;  and  at  length,  after  some  time  it  was  j)rove<l  and 
shown  by  the  distinct  authority  of  various  writings,  that  the 
church  of  York  ought  to  be  subject  to  that  of  (Canterbury, 
and  to  be  obedient  to  the  appointments  of  its  archbishop,  as 
primate  of  all  England,  in  all  such  matters  as  pertained  to 
tlie  Christian  religion.  But  the  homnjre  of  the  bishop  of 
ham,  tliat  is  of  Liiitlisfarne,  and  cjf  all  tlie  eonntries  be- 
yond the  limits  of  the  bisiiop  of  Liehlield,  and  the  great 
river  iiuniher,  to  the  farthest  boundaries  of  Scotland,  and 
whatever  on  this  side  of  the  aforesaid  riv<T  justly  (K^rtains 
to  the  diocese  of  the  church  of  York,  the  metropolitan  f»r 
Canterbury  allowed  for  ever  to  belong  to  the  archbishop  of 
York  and  his  successors :  in  such  sort,  that  if  the  arcjdiishop 
of  Canterbury  chose  to  call  a  council,  wherever  he  deenieil 
fit,  the  archbishop  of  York  was  l>onn<l  to  be  pr<'<eut  at  hi? 
connnand,  with  all  his  suffragan  bi-^hops,  and  bi^  obedient  to 
bis  canonii'al  injunctions.  And  Lanfrane  the  arehbishop 
proved  from  the  ancient  custom  of  Ida  predecessors,  that 
the  archbishop  of  York  was  bound  to  make  profession,  even 
with  an  oath,  to  the  archbishop  ot*  Canterbury ;  but  tlurough 

•  Sec  tlio  IcUcis  xvliicli  p;v.iH4'il  on  thm  Bubjoct  between  loimfraiic  and 
Thomas  archbishop  ui  York  in  Lanfninci  Opera,  e<k  J.  A.  Ciiloi,  -  vuii. 
8vo.  forming  volii.  21  and  22  of  i'ulrcti  Kcx'le»ia:  Anglicanos. 
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reymrd  to  the  kinfl^,  he  dispensed  with  tlie  oath  from  Thomas, 
an  libi^'hop  of  York ;  and  recmved  hi?i  written  profes^ioa 
only:  hut  not  forming  a  precedent  tor  his  succesaora  who 
might  choose  to  exact  the  oath,  together  with  the  profession^ 
from  Thomases  sacicessora.  If  the  archbi8hq]>  of  Canter* 
buiy  should  dic»  the  archbishop  of  York  'shall  come  to 
Canterbury;  and,  with  the  other  bishopa  of  the  church 
afoH'suid,  (Udy  consecrate  the  person  elect  m  his  lawiul 
primate,  l^tit  if  the  archhiaiiop  of  York  shall  die,  his  suc- 
(V'^^sor,  aeeeptin;^  the  jrift  of  the  nrehljisli(»pric  from  tlie.  king, 
ttiinll  come  to  Canterbury,  or  Avhere  tlie  archbishop  of  Can* 
terliury  shall  nppriint,  and  shall  from  liini  receive  canonical 
\»nlination.  To  this  ordinance  consented  the  king  aforeaaiciy 
and  the  arclibi!4hop<<|  Lanfrane  of  Canterbury,  and  Tliomas 
of  Vork ;  and  Hubert  subdeacon  of  the  lioly  Iloman  church, 
and  U'p:ate  of  the  aforesaid  pope  Ah»xander ;  and  the  other 
)ji-,ln)ps  and  nhljats  present.  This  cause  was  first  agitated  at 
the  fe:^tival  of  l^astcr  in  the  city  of  \\  incliester,  in  the  royal 
eliapel,  situated  in  the  castle;  atterwards  in  the  royal  to\\Ti 
called  Windsor,  where  it  received  its  termination,  in  the 
pre^ience  of  the  king^  the  bishops,  and  abbata  of  ditt*erent 
ordcrsi  who  were  assembled  at  the  king's,  court  on  the  fes* 
tival  of  I'entecoftt 

The  signature  of  William  the  king :  the  signature  of  Ma» 
tilda  the  rpieen. 

"  I  I  Iiibcrt,  suhdoncon  of  the  holy  Roman  church, and  legate 
from  pope  Alexander,  have  signed. 

I  LunfrunCy  archbishop  of  Canterbury,  have  signed. 

**I  'I'liuinas,  urehhishop  of  York,  have  signed. 

*^1  William,  bishop  of  London,  have  assented* 

"  I.  Herman,  biHliop  of  Sherborne,  have  signed. 
I  Wulstan,  bishop  of  Worcester,  have  signed. 

"I  Walter,  bishop  of  Hereford,  have  asbcnted, 

"I  Giso,  bisliop  of  Wells,  have  assented. 

**I  Remigins,  hishop  of  Dorchester,  have  signed. 

"  T  Walk  el  in,  hishop  of  NVinehcster,  have  signed. 
1  I  iereiast,  hishop  of  Ilehnham,  have  signed. 

"  1  Stigand,  hishop  of  Chichester,  have  assented. 
Siwanl,  bishop  of  Rochester,  have  assent<Hl.- 

*^  I  Osberne^  bishop  of  Kxeter,  have  assented. 
I  Odo^  bishop  of  Uayeux  and  earl  of  Kent,  have  assented'' 
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I  Gosfritli,  bishop  of  Coutonccfl  and  om  uf  the  nobles  of 
JBnglandf  have  assented. 

^<  I  Scotland,  abbat  of  St.  Augusttne'a  monastery,  have  as* 
sented. 

^  I  Thnrstani  abbat  of  the  monastery  which  U  idtaatcd  in 

tlie  isle  of  Ely,  have  assented. 

Ailnotli,  abbat  of  Glastonbury,  buYC  assented. 
"  I  Eiiwin,  abbut  of  the  monastery  of  Kamsey»  have  \\A' 
aented. 

"  I  Wulnoth,  abbat  of  Chertsey,  have  assented. 

"  I  Ailwyn,  abbat  of  Iweaham,  liave  assented. 

^  I  Frederic,  abbat  of  St.  Alban%  liave  assented. 

^  I  Goffrid,  abbat  of  the  monastery  of  St.  Peter,  near  Lon* 

doll,  have  assented. 

"  I  Baldwia,  abbat  of  St.  Edmund  s  moaiistery,  liave  ab- 
sented. 

"  I  Turald,  abbat  of  Burf:jh,  have  asj^ented. 
"  1  Adelehn,  abbat  of  Abingdon,  have  assented. 
I  Kuald,  abbat  of  the  Kew  minster  at  Winchester,  have 
absented. 

^^It  becomes  every  Christian  to  be  subject  to  Christian 
hiwsy  and  by  no  means  to  run  counter  to  those  things  which 
have  l>cen  wholesuinely  enacted  by  the  holy  fat  lie rs.  For 
hence  arise  strifes,  dis.^cnsions,  cuvyinj^s,  eontcationa,  and 
other  thing:},  which  plunge  the  lovers  of  them  into  eternal 
punishment.  And  tlie  more  exalted  tlie  rank  of  any  person 
ia^  so  much  the  more  exact  should  be  his  ob(idience  to  divine 
<K>mmands :  wherefore  I  Thomas,  now  ordained  metro|iolitau 
bishop  of  the  church  of  York,  liearing  and  knowing  your  . 
Attthorttie.1,  make  unlimited  profession  of  canonical  obedi- 
ence to  you,  Lanfrane,  arehbishof)  of  Canterbury,  and  your 
successors;  and  1  prtiinisc  to  oli.^erve  whatever  nliall  U*. 
canonically  enjoined  me,  cither  by  you  or  them.  Of  this 
luatter  X  was  doubtful,  while  I  was  yet  about  to  be  ordained 
by  you :  whereibre  I  promised  obedience  unconditionally  to 
yott,  but  conditionally  to  your  successors.'* 

The  archbishop  of  Canterbury,  as  I  remember  to  have  ob- 
served in  my  first  lKX>k,  originally  had  subjeet  to  him,  tlie.se 
bishopi  :  London,  Winchester,  liuche^tcr,  Slierborne,  \\'or- 
ci'ster,  Hereford,  Liclificld,  Selsey,  Leicester,  Ilehnluuu, 
Sidmicester,  Duuwich;  in  the  time  of  king  Edward  the 
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Elder  were  added,  Comwel^  CreditvMip  Welb  in  West  Sax- 
onj*  and  Dorchester  in  Mercia,  aa  I  noticed  in  my  second  book. 

The  archbishop  of  York  had  all  the  bishops  on  the  farther 
aide  of  the  Humber  subject  to  liim,  as  Ripon,  Ilexliani,  Lin- 
disfunio,  Candida  Cusa,  which  is  now  called  Whitiierne  ;  anil 
all  the  bishops  of  Scotland  and  the  Orkneys ;  as  the  archbi* 
shop  of  Canterbury  hod  those  of  Ireland  and  Wales.  The 
bishoprics  of  Kipon  and  Hexham  have  long  since  perished 
by  hostile  ravages;  Leicester,  Sidnacester,  and  Dunwich,  by 
nieans  tliat  I  cannot  account  for ;  and,  in  the  time  of  kin«if 
Edward  the  SinipU*,  Cornwall  and  Crediton  were  unitctl, 
and  the  bi.shof)ric  translated  to  Kxeter.  In  king  Williuni't< 
time,  at  this  council,  it  was  deteruiint'«l  that,  accoi  dlnj^  to  the 
decrees  of  tlie  canons,  the  bishops  should  quit  the  vilUi'res, 
and  lix  their  abode  in  the  cities  of  their  dioceses  ;  Lichfield 
therefore  migrated  to  Chester,  which  was  anciently  called 
the  City  of  Logions ;  Sclscy  to  Chichester;  Helmham  first  to 
Tlietford,  and  now,  by  bishop  Herbert,  to  Norwich ;  Sher- 
borne to  Salisbnry  ;  Dorchester  to  Lincoln.  For  Lindisfarne 
hu«l  lun^  brture  passed  to  Durham,  and  lately  AW^Us  to  Bath. 

In  tl»is  assembly  Laiit'rano,  who  was  yet  uniiistructed  in 
Kn^Hsh  matters,  inquired  ot  the  elder  bishops,  what  was  the 
order  of  sitting::  in  council,  as  originally  appointed.  They, 
alh  <^ing  the  dilUcuUy  of  the  question,  deferred  their  answer 
till  the  next  day;  when,  carefully  calling  circumstances  to 
mind,  they  asserted  that  they  had  seen  the  arrangem^it  as 
follows:  that  the  archbishoj)  of  Canterbury,  prt*sidin«»  at  the 
t'uuncil,  should  have,  on  the  right  luuid,  the  archbishop  of 
York,  and  next  hiiu  the  bishoj)  of  Winchester;  and  on  his 
loft,  the  bisliop  of  London.  But  sliould  it  ever  happen, 
tlurougli  necessity,  that  the  prinuite  of  Canterbury  should  lie 
absent,  or  should  lie  be  deail,  the  archbishop  of  York,  presid- 
ing at  the  council,  should  have  the  bishops  of  London  on  his 
right  hand,  and  of  Winchester  on  his  left;  and  the  rest 
should  take  their  seats  according  to  the  time  of  their  ordina- 
*  tion. 

At  that  time,  too,  the  claim  of  the  archbishop  of  York  on 
the  bce  of  \\  orcest<T  and  l)(u  chester  was  decided  and  set  at 
rest.  For  he  said  that  they  ought  to  be  subject  to  his  juris- 
diction ;  whieh,  after  having  |iondcred  for  some  time  in 
secret,  when  he  proceeded  to  Rome  with  Lanfronc  to  receive 
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thdr  palls  froni  the  pope^  he  brought  pubUdy  before  tlie 
Roman  court   Lanfrane,  though  for  the  most  part  unmoved 

by  injury,  could  not  help  betraying,  by  his  countenance,  hi* 
emotion  at  such  a  wanton  and  uiiIk  ard-ot'  attack,  though  he 
for  some  time  refrained  from  s[)(  aking.  But  j)ope  Alexan- 
der, who  felt  much  for  Laufrauc'a  distress,  for  he  liad  even 
condcaccndingly  risen  from  hia  aeat  when  he  approaclied, 
professing  that  he  paid  him  tliis  mark  of  respect,  not  from  , 
iionour  to  the  archbishop  but  regard  to  his  learning,  removed 
from  himself  the  unpleasant  task  of  deciding^  and  referred  the 
adjudication  of  it  to  an  English  council.  In  consequence,  as 
I  have  related,  the  matter,  alter  deep  investigation,  came  to 
tliis  termination  in  the  present  council;  tliat,  as  these  bibhups 
were  on  this  side  of  the  Ilumber,  tliey  should  belong  to 
Canterbury,  but  all  beyond  tliat  river  to  York. 

Here  the  pious  simplicity  of  St.  Wulstan,  bishop  of  Wor- 
cester, and  lus  noble  confidence  in  God,  demand  praise  and 
a|)probation.   For  when  called  in  question  as  well  concern- 
ing this  business,  as  on  his  slender  attainments  in  learning, 
lie  had  retired  to  consider  mure  carefully  what  answer  he 
should  make,  his  mind  undisturbed  by  tumult :  "  Iklievt*, 
iiic,"  said  he^    we  tmve  not  yet  suug  the  service  for  the  sixth 
hour  :  let  us  sing  the  service  therefore.**   And,  on  his  com-* 
panions  suggesting  the  necessity  of  first  expediting  the  busi*  . 
ness  th^  had  met  upon ;  thaj^  there  was  ample  tim^  for  sing- 
ing,  and  that  the  king  and  the  nobility  would  laugh  at  tliem, 
if  they  heard  of  it:  "Truly,"  said  lie,  "let  us  first  do  our 
<luty  towards  God,  and  afterwards  settle  the  disj)utes  of 
men."    Having  sung  the  service,  he  directly  proceeded 
towards  the  council-chamber,  without  devising  any  subter- 
fuge, or  any  attempt  to  disguise  the  truth.    To  his  depend- 
ents, who  were  desirous  of  withholding  him,  and  who  could 
not  be  persuaded  but  their  cause  was  in  danger,  he  said, 
"Know  for  certain,  tiiat  I  here  visibly  perceive  those  holy 
archbishops,  Dunstan  of  Canterbury,  and  Oswald  of  York  ; 
-who,  deiencling  me  this  day  with  their  prayers,  will  darken 
the  understandings  of  my  gainsayers.''    Then  giving  his 
benediction  to  a  tnonk,  a  man  of  little  elo([uence,  biit  some* 
what  acquainted  with  the  Norman  language,  on  summing  up 
his  cause,  he  obtained  that  he,  who  was  before  thought  unwor- 
thy of  the  management  of  his  own  diocese,  should  be  humbly 
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entreated  hy  the  archbishop  of  York^  to  condescend  to  visit 
those  parts  uf  liis  province,  which  himself,  tlirouj^h  dread  of 
cncmich,  or  igrjoruiice  "of  the  language,  had  refrained  from 
ttpproaciiing.  But  I  will  no  longer  torture  the  patience  of  . 
my  readerdi  who  perhaps  do  hot  regard  tliis  matter  ^^  \\]\ 
pleasure^  as  they  are  in  eX|iectation  Qf  the  history  of  Wil- 
liam*s  sucooasors;  thqugli,  if  I  am  not  too  partial  to  myself^ 
a  variety  of  nncc<1ote  can  be  di.spleasing  to  no  one,  unless  he 
he  morose  enough  to  rival  the  suporcilioui^ness  of  Cato.  liut 
whoever  is  bo  inclined,  will  liiul  8iich  other  niatter;>  in  the 
fourth  and  iifth  book,  fur  here  tlie  tiiird  sluiU  terminate** 


BOOK  IV. 

PliEFACEL 

I  A.M  aware,  tliat  many  persons  tiiiuk  it  unwise  in  me,  to 
have  written  the  liistpry  of  the  kings  of  my  own  time ; 
alleging,  that  in  sueh  a  w^ork,  truth  is  often  made  sliipwrcck  ' 
of,  while  falsehood  meets  withsup[)ort:  because  to  relate  the 

crimes  of  contemporaries,  is  attended  with  danger ;  their  good 
actions  with  a|)plau6e.  Whence  it  arises,  say  tliey,  that,  m 
all  tilings  have,  a  natural  tendency  to  evil  rather  than 

to  good,  the  historian  passes  over  any  disgraceful  transaction, 
however  obvious,  through  timidity ;  and,  for  the  .sake  of 
approbation,  feigns  good  qualities,  when  he  cannot  find  them. 
There  are  others,  who,  judging  of  us  by  their  own  indolence, 
deem  us  unequal  to  so  great  a  task,  and  brand  our  undor- 
luking  with  malignaiit  cenbure.  Wherefore,  impelled  by 
tlie  reasoning  of  the  one,  or  the  contempt  of  the  other,  I  liuJ 
long  since  voluntarily  retired  to  leisure  and  to  silence  ;  but, 
after  indulging  in  them  for  a  time,  the  accustomed  inclina- 
tion for  study  again  strongly  beset  me  ;  as  it  was  impossible 
for  me  to  be  unoccupied,  and  I  knew  not  how  to  give  my* 
self  up  to  those  forensic  avocations,  which  are  beneath  the 
notice  of  a  literary  character.    To  this  was  to  be  added  the 

*  Two  of  the  MSS.,  used  by  Mr.  Hardy,  place  licro  the  dedicatory 
epistle  of  Uie  aaihur  to  Robert  Earl  of  Gloucester,  which  we  have  placed  at 
the  commencement  of  the  work. 
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incitements  ot  my  frienda,  to  whose  suggestioiiSi  though  only 

implied,  I  ouglit  to  pay  regard:  and  they  indeed  gently 
ur^^ed  rae,  ah^ady  sufHciently  disposed^  to  prosecute  my  un- 
<]ertakin<^.     Animate<l,  therefore^^  by  the  advice  of  those 
who^i  I  love  most  affectionately,  I  advance  to  give  them  a 
lasting  pledge  of  friendship  from  the  stores  of  my  research. 
Orateful  al^  to  those  who  are  in  fear  for  mo,  lest  I  should 
either  excite  hatred^  or  disguise  the  trath»  I  will,  by  the 
help  of  Christ,  make  sueh  a  return  for  their  kindness,  as 
neither  to  bccume  odious,  nor  a  falsifier.    For  I  will  describe, 
Loth  what  has  been  done  well,  or  otherwise,  in  such  wise, 
and  so  safely  steer  between  Scylla  and  Chnryhdis,  that  my 
opinions  shall  Jiot  be  concealed,  thou[^h  sonic  matters  may  be 
omitted  in  my  history.    Moreover,  to  those  who  undervalue 
the  labours  of  others,  I  make  the  same  answe  r  as  St.  Jerome 
formerly  did  to  his  critics  ;  *^Let  them  read  if  they  like :  if 
not,  let  them  cast  it  aside;  because  I  do  not  obtrude  my 
wdrk  on  the  fastidious,  but  I  dedicate  it,  if  any  think  it 
worth  their  notice,  to  the  studious     whicli  even  these  men 
will  readily  pronounce  to  be  consonant  to  eijuity,  unless  tliey 
are  of  the  ninnber  of  tliose,  of  whom  it  is  .<aid  ;  **  Fools  ar« 
easy  to  coiifute,  but  not  so  easy  to  rciitraiu.'*    I  will  relate,  , 
tlien,  in  thisy  the  fourth  book  of  my  work,  every  thing  which 
may  be  said  of  William,  son  of  William  the  Great,  iu  such  h 
ttianncr  that  neither  shall  the  truth  suffer,  nor  shall  the 
cii<(nity  of  the  prince  be  obscured.    Some  mattera  also  will 
be  in.<erted  in  these  pages,  which  in  his  liiae  were  cahuni- 
tons  in  this  country,  or  jjfloiious  elsewhere,  us  far  as  my 
kiiowleilge  extends-    iMoru  especially,  tlie  pilgrimaj^e  of  the 
Christians  to  Jerusalem,  whieli  it  will  be  proper  to  auuex  ia 
•  this  place  $  because  an  expedition,  so  famous  in  these  times,  , 
is  well  worth  hearing,  and  will  also  be  an  incitement  to 
valour.   Not  indeed  that  I  have  any  confidence  these  transac- 
tions will  be  better  treated  by  me  than  by  others  who  have 
written  on  tlie  subject,  but  that,  what  many  write,  many  may 
read.    Yet,  lust  so  lonj^  a  prel'aee  should  disgust  my  reader, 
I  will  inuucdiately  enter  on  ray  work. 
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William  then,  the  son  of  Willliun,  wa<  born  in  Normandy 
many  years  h(  fore  hU  father  caiue  to  Jbunglaiid ;  an^d  being 
educated  with  extreme  caro  by  his  parents,  as  ho  had  natu- . 
rally  an  ambitioiu  mind,  he  at  lenji^ih  reached  the  amnniit  of 
dignity.  He  would  no  doubt  have  been  a  prince  incom-* 
parable  in  our  time,  had  not  his  father's  greatness  eclipsed 
him  ;  and  had  not  the  tlites  cut  short  his  } tars  too  early  for 
l)is  matiirer  nore  to  correct  error.s,  contracted  by  the  licen- 
tiuusm*>s  ot  power,  and  the  impetuosity  of  youth.  When 
childhood  was  passed*  he  8|ient  the  period  of  youtii  in  mili- 
tary cK'cupations ;  in  riding,  throwing  the  dart,  contending 
with  his  elders  in  obedience,  with  those  of  his  own  age  in 
action :  and  he  esteemed  it  injurious  to  his  reputation,  if  he 
was  not  the  foremost  to  take  arms  in  military  commotions  ; 
unless}  he  was  the  first  to  challenj^e  the  adversar\%  or  when 
challenged,  to  overcome  liini.  To  his  Tathrr  lui  was  ever 
dutil'id  ;  ftlwayn  exerting;  hiiu>elf  in  his  >i^iit  in  battle,  ever 
at  liis  side  in  |)eace.  11  is  hopes  gradually  expanding,  he 
already  aspired  after  tlic  succession,  especially  on  the 
rejection  ot'  his  elder  brother,  while  the  tender  age  of  the 
younger  gave  him  no  uneasiness*  Thus,  adopted  as  his  sue* 
cesi^ar  by  his  father  during  Ids  last  illness,  he  set  out  to  take 
j>oss(»ssion  ot  the  kinLr<loni  ere  the*,  king  had  breathed  his  la>t  :  . 
wlirr»i  being  gladly  received  by  the  peoph*,  and  obtaining  the 
keys  of  the  treasury,  he  by  tiiese  means  subjected  all  Eng- 
land to  his  will.  Archbishop  I^ufranc,  tliC  grand  mover  of 
every  thing,  had  ctlucated  him,  and  made  him'  a  knight,* 
and  now  lie  favoured  his  pretensions  to  the  throne ;  by  his 
authority  and  assistance  William  was  crowned  on  the  day  of 
the  saints  Ck>smss  and  Damian,f  and  passed  the  remainder  of 
the  winter  cjuietly  and  with  general  favour. 

At  the  expiralion  of  this  period,  in  the  beginning  of  spring, 
his  lirist  coiitentioa  was  witii  his  uncle,  Udo,  bialiup  of 

•  **  At  thia  |>eriu»l  the  tu^t(»m  of  receiving  kni^litlnxMl  from  the  hantfs 
ofhishoiLs  or  aMmtit  ytt  olitaine<l.    Tlure  id  a  U*-  of  ilcar^  1.,  prohibiling 
abhatii  fri^m  tnakin*;  kn);;htii.'*-..llAEDr* 
*  f  The  27th  of  September. 

« 
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Buyeux.  For  when  Odo,  on  his  release  from  conriiieineiit, 
as  I  have  related,  had  fii  nily  established  iii.s  nephew,  Kobert, 
in  the  duehy  uf  Nui  iiiuiul)  ,  he  eajue  to  England,  and  reeeiVed 
from  the  king  the  eaiidom  of  Kent.  But  when  he  saw  every 
thing  in  the  kingdom  managed,  not  at  his  own  pleaaure,  as 
formerly,  for  the  administration  of  public  affairs  was  now 
csommitt^  to  William,  bishop  of  Durham,  he  was  moved 
with  envjf  and  having  revolted  from  the  king,  he*  tainted 
many  olliers  by  in.sinuiiting,  that  llio  kingdom  belonged  to 
Kobert,  who  was  of  gentler  dispobitiuii,  and  \s  hubC  youthful 
follies  had  been  eorrceted  by  many  adversl lies  ;  that  William, 
delicately  brought  up^  and  overbearing  from  that  feroeity  of 
mind  which  was  manifest  in  his  countenance,  would  dare 
every  thing,  in  defiauee  .of  right  and  equity :  that  it  must 
aoon  come  to  pass>  that  they  would  lose  the  honours  they 
Lad  already  obtained  with  so  much  dilFiculty  :  that  nothing 
was  frained  by  the  l;ither*s  death,  if  those  wiiom  he  had  ea.st 
into  priion,  were  to  be  killed  by  the  >un.  To  this  elleet  lu^ 
used,  at  lirst,  s^eeretly  to  mutter,  t<<gether  with  Roger  ^lout- 
gomery,  GoslVitii,  bishop  of  Coulanees,  witli  Ids  nephew 
lU>bcH  earl  of  Northumberland,  and  others  ;  afterwards  they 
were  more  open  in  their  elainours,  repeating  and  dissemi* 
imting  them  by  letters  and  by  cmissarieH.  Moreover,  even 
William,  bisliop  of  Durham,  the  eonluimtial  minister  ot*  thu 
king,  had  joined  in  their  treachery.  Xiiis  wan  niuUi  r  ol* 
great  concern  to  William,  it  is  yaitl  ;  because,  together  with 
the  breach  of  friendship,  he  was  disapi)ointod  of  the  resources 
of  the  distant  pi^ovinces.  Odo  now  carried  off  booty  of  every 
kind  to  liochester,  plundering  the  king  s  revenues  in  Kent, 
and  especially  the  lauds  of  the  archbii^liop  ;  breathing  eternal 
hatred  against  him,  because,  he  ssiid,  it  was  by  his  advice, 
that  his  brother  had  cast  him  into  chains.  Kor  was  this 
assertion  fal^e  :  for  when  William  thti  elder  formerly  com- 
plained to  Lanfrane,  that  he  was  dc^ertcil  by  his  brotlior  : 
**  Seize,  and  cast  him  into  chains,"  said  he.  **  What  r  re- 
plied the  king,  he  is  a  clergymau  Then  the  archbishop 
with  playful  archness,  as  Tersius  says^  bahmciug  the  objec- 
tion with  nice  antithesis,"*  rejoined,  ^^you  will  not  seize  the 
.  bishop  of  Baj^eux,  but  confine  the  earl  of  Keut.** 

*  Pcraiuii,  Siit.  i.  a4» 
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BUliop  Gosrrlth  witli  his  aephew,  depopulating  Bath,  and 
Berkeley)  and  part,  of  the  county  of  Wilts,  treasured  up 
their  spoils  at  BristoL   Soger  Montgomery  sending  out  lus 

army  with  tho  Wel«Ii  from  Shrewsbury,  plundered  Worces- 
tershire.   Tlivy  had  now  hostilely  uppruacheJ  Worcester, 
when  the  kiiig*a  sohliers  who  guarded  it,  relying  onthebles:^- 
ing  of  bishop  WuL>tan,  to  whom  the  custody  of  tho  castlo  » 
was  committcdi  though  few  ki  number,  dispersed  this  multi* 
tudo ;  and  after  wounding  and  killing  many,  took  some  of  . 
them  prUoners.   Moreover,  Roger  Bigod  at  Norwieh,  and. 
Hugo  (^e  Grentmeisnil  at  Leicester,  each  with  their  party, 
were  plundering  in  their  respective  iici;^libourlioods.  In 
vain,  howtiver,  did  the  whohi  power  of  revolt  rage  against  u 
man,  who  was  delicient  ncitlier  iu  prudence  nor  in  good  for- 
tane.    For  seeing  almost  all  the  Normans  leagued  in  one 
furious  conspiracy^  he  sent  alluring  letters,  summoning  to 
him  such  brave  and  honest  English  as  yet  remained ;  and 
complaining  to  them  on  the  subject  of  his  wrongs,  he  bound 
tliom  to  his  party,  by  promising  them  wholesome  laws,  a 
difjiimitioii  of  tribute,  and  free  leave  to  hunt.*    With  equal 
I'lniinn'!^  he  eireuni vented  Ro^/im*  ^lontgunu  ry,  when  riding 
with  hini,  with  dissembled  pcriidy  ;  for  taking  him  aside,  he 
loaded  him  with  odium,  saying,  that  lie  would  willingly  retire 
from  the  government,  if  it  seemed  meet  to  him  and  to  tlie 
n^st  whom  his  father  had  left  as  his  guardians  ;  t}mt  he  could 
not  understand,  v/hy  they  were  so  outrageous  ;  if  they  wanted 
money,  tliey  might  have  what  they  pleaded  ;  if  an  increase 
of  their  estates,  they  might  liave  that  al.-^u  ;  in  short,  they 
might  havt*  whatever  they  chose  ;  only  let  th^^a  Ije  can  fu! 
that  tlie  judgnient  of  his  father  was  nut  culled  in  tpiestiou  : 
for,  if  thoy  thought  it  ought  to  be  dLsreg:irde<l  in  the  instance 
of  himself,  it  might  bo  a  bad  example  for  them  :  for  the 
same  person  made  him  king,  who  had  made  them  earl:*. 
£xcitcd  by  these  woihIs  and  promises,  the  barl,  who,  next  to 
Odo,  had  been  the  chief  leader  of  the  faction,  was  the  first 
to  desert.    Proceeding,  therefore,  innnediately  against  the 
rebels,  he  laid  siege  to  the  eastles  of  his  uncle  at  Tunbridge 
and  at  IVvensey,  and  seizing  him  in  the  latter  compelled 
him  to  swear,  as  he  dictated,  that  he  would  depart  England, 
and  deliver  up  Rochester.    To  fulfil  this  promise  he  sent  hini 
*  On  tb«ir  own  lands,  it  should  seem  from  Sax.  Chion p,  4^6. 
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fiarward  with  b  party  he  could  rdj  on,  intending  to  foBow  at 
his  leiaure.  Atthat  time  abnost  all  the  young  nobility  of  £n|:i^-  * 
land  and  Normandy  were  at  Rochester :  three  aons  of  earl 

Kogerj  Eustace  the  younf^er  of  Boulogne,  and  many  o there 
not  deserving  notice.  The  royal  party,  acconipiinyinj]^  tlie 
bishop,  were  few  and  unarmed,  for  who  coidd  fear  treachery 
where  he  was  present  ?  and  going  round  the  walls,  they 
called  the  townsmen  to  open  the  gates  ;  for  so  the  bishop  in 
person,  and  tlie  absent  king  commanded.  Observing  from 
the  walV  however,  that  the  countenance  of  the  bishop  ill 
agroetl  with  the  language  of  the  speakers,  they  suddenly 
sallied  out,  took  horse  in  an  instant,  and  carried  off,  tot'cther 
with  tlie  bisliop,  the  whole  party,  captive.  The  report  of 
thin  transaction  quickly  reached  the  king.  Fierce  from  tlic 
iiijtirv,  and  ^iiKithoring  his  indij^nation,  he  culU  together  his 
fhithlui  li^ngiish  subject.^  and  orders  them  to  summon  all 
their  countrymen  to  the  siege,  nnless  any  wished  to  be 
branded  with  the  name  of  Nidering/'*  which  implies 
abandoned.^  Tlie  English  who  thought  nothing  more  dis- 
graceful than  to  be  stigmatised  by  such  an  appellation,  flocked 
in  troops  to  the  king,  and  rendered  his  army  invincible. 
Nor  I'ould  the  town-^men  longer  delay  submission  ;  expe- 
riencintr,  that  a  party,  however  noble,  or  however  numer- 
ous, eouid  avail  notiiing  against  the  king  of  England.  Odo, 
now  taken  a  second  time,  abjured  England  for  ever :  the 
bishop  of  Durham  of  his  own  accord  retired  beyond  sea,  the 
king  allowing  him  to  escape  uninjured  out  of  regard  to  his 
'  Ibmier  fricndsliip ;  the  rest  were  all  admitted  to  fealty. 
During  the  interval  of  tliis  siege,  some  of  the  king's  fleet  de- 
i^troyed  a  party  which  the  earl  of  Normandy  had  sent  to 
assist  the  traitors,  partly  by  slaughter,  and  ])artly  by  ship- 
wreck ;  the  r<'!j)ainder,  intent  on  escaping,  endeavoured  to 
make  sail ;  but  being  soon  after  disa{))K)intcd  by  its  falling 
calniy  they  became  matter  for  laughter  to  our  people,  but 
their  own  destruction ;  for,  that  they  might  not  be  taken 
alive,  they  leaped  from  their  vessels  into  the  sea, 

*  Nidcring  is  lupposcd  by  Somner  to  denote  such  as  were  infiimottt 
rnout;h  to  rifle  a  dead  body.   Gavelk.  C5.  Lye  renders  it,  nequam,  exiex, 

iiifanioiiB,  outlaw.  MS.  Nithing,  Spelman  derives  it  from  nidus:  but 
thiTC  is  no  authority  A  r  cither  interpretation  ;  and  in  such  cases  it  itt  tiiiferi 
ill  confess  ignorance  than  to  miblead  the  reader  by  fanciful  etymologiei. 
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The  next  your,  is  the  ieii«6  of  Injuries  em  grows  keener 

from  reconsideration,  the  king  began  carefully  to  examine, 

how  he  miglit  revenge  hi:*  griefs,  and  repay  hig  brother  for 
this  in-?uk.  Tn  conHeffiiencu',  by  hi.s  practices  he  hi  llxMl  the 
garrisim,  and  uhtaiiietl  {Kj.^aesjsion  of  the  castle  of  St.  Vallery, 
the  adjoining  port,  and  ilm  town  which  is  culled  Albemarle. 
The  earl  hod  not  the  courage  to  resist,  but,  by  means  of  am- 
ba<isadors»  acquainted  hi4  lord»  the  king  of  Finance,  with  the 
violence  of  hi:i  brother,  and  begged  his  assistance.  The 
French  king,  inactive,  and  sarfeitcd  with  daily  gluttony, 
oiiine  liiceu[>piiiir,  tlirough  repletion,  to  the  war  :  but,  as  he 
was  making  great  iJi  oressions,  the  UKmey  of  th(;  king  of  Eng- 
land inrt  him  by  the  way  ;  with  \v}ii(  li  his  resolution  beiog 
borne  down,  he  uuhiiekled  his  uriuour,  and  went  back  to  liis 
gormandizing.  In  this  manner,  Nonnandy,  for  a  long  time, 
groaned  under  intestine  war,  sometimes  one  party,  sometimes 
the  oth(T  being  victorious :  the  nobility,  men  of  fickle  temper, 
and  faithful  to  neither  brother,  exciting  their  mutual  fury, 
A  few,  better  advised,  attentive  to  tlieir  own  advantage,  for 
they  hatl  p()ssessi(ms  in  both  countries,  were  mediators  of  a 
I»eaee  :  the  l»a'<is  of  wliich  was,  that  the  kitv^  slmiild  ^ret  pos- 
Hession  of  Maine  for  the  earl  ;  and  the  earl  should  et  de  to 
the  king  those  casth  s  whieh  he  already  hehl,  and  the  monas* 
tcryof  Fesehamj).  The  treaty  was  ratilied  and  confirmed  by 
the  osUh  of  the  nobles  on  both  sides. 

Not  long  after  the  king  went  abroad  to  execute  these  con- 
ditions. Kaeh  leader  niad<i  great  elforts  to  invade  Maine ; 
hut  whi  n  thi'y  had  coinph  ted  tiieir  preparations,  and  were 
just  ready  to  iujhmmmI,  an  ohstaeli;  nros<',  tlirouj^h  the  spirit  of 
Henry,  tlni  younger  brother,  loudly  remonstrating  against 
their  eovetousness,  whieh  had  sliared  their  paternal  posses- 
sions hetwi'(4i  tiiemsclves,  and  blushed  not  at  having  left  him 
almost  destitute.  In  consequence  ho  took  pos.session  of  Mount 
8t.  Alichael,  and  liarsissed,  with  constant  sallies,  the  besieg- 
ing forces  of  his  brothers.  During  this  siege,  a  noble  speci- 
men of  disfiosition  was  exhibited,  both  by  the  king  and  by 
the  earl  I  of  eoinpassiofi  in  the  one,  and  of  magnanimity  in 
the  other.  I  shall  subjoin  these  instance:},  for  the  iiUorma- 
ti(»n  of  niy  readers. 

The  king,  going  out  of  his  tent,  and  observing  the  cnemv 
at  a  distance,  proudljr  prancing,  rushed  unattended  against  a 
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large  party  ;  spurred  on  by  the  impetuosity  of  lii^  courage, 
and  at  the  same  time  confident  that  none  would  dare  resist 
hinL  PresentlT  his  horse,  which  he  had  that  day  purchar^ed 
for  fifteen  marks  of  silver,  being  killed  under  liiin,  he  was 
thrown  down,  and  for  a  long  time  dragged  by  liis  foot  $  the 
strength  of  his  mail,  however,  prevented  his  being  hurt. 
The  soldier  who  had  unliorsed  him,  was  at  this  instant  draw- 
ing  his  Hwurd  to  strike  him,  wlien,  terriiied  at  the  extremity 
of  his  danger,  he  eried  out,  "  Ilokl,  rascal,  I  am  tlie  kin;^  of 

*  England/'  The  wliole  troop  trembled  at  the  well-known 
voice  of  the  prostrate  monarch,  and  immediately  raised  him 
respectfully  from  the  ground,  and  brought  him  another  horse. 
Leaping  into  the  saddle  without  waiting  assistance,  and  dart* 
inpj  a  keen  look  on  the  by-standers :  "  Who  unhorsed  me?* 
^aid  he.  While  the  rest  were  silent  through  fear,  the  bold 
perpetrator  of  the  deed  readily  defended  liiiuself,  saying, 
*Twas  I,  who  took  you,  not  ihr  a  king,  but  for  a  soldier." 
The  king,  sof>thed,  and  re'j^niuing  the  serenity  of  his  counte- 
nance, exclahaed,  "By  tlic  crucifix*  at  Lucea,'*  for  such 
was  his  oath,  "henceforth  thou  shalt  be  mi) le,  and,  placed 
.  on  my  roll,  shalt  receive  the  recompcnce  of  this  gallant  ser* 
vice."  Nobly  done,  magnanimous  king  I  what  encomium  ' 
Hlmll  I  pass  on  this  speech  !    Equal  to  Alexander  the  Cir<»at 

,  in  glory  ;  wlio,  through  adniiratiuu  (A'  Iiis  courag(*,  preserved, 
tmhin-t,  a  Persian  soldier,  who  had  attLMuj>tcd  to  strike  him 
from  beliind,  but  was  frustrated  in  his  design  by  the  treachery 
of  his  sword. 

But  now  to  relate  the  compassion  of  the  earl.    When  the 
Idockade  had  so  far  proceeded  that  the  besieged  were  in  M^aut' 
of  water,  Henry  sent  messengers  to  Bobert,  to  expostulate 
with  him  on  the  tlurst  he  endured,  and  to  repi'csent,  that  it 

was  impious  to  deprive  him  of  water,  tlie  conunon  riglit  of 
mankind  :  let  him  try  his  courage  another  way  if  he  ehr/se  ; 
and  luit  employ  tlie  violence  of  tlie  elements,  but  the  valour, 
of  a  soldier.  On  whieh,  wrought  upon  by  the  natural  ten- 
derness of  his  disposition,  he  ordered  his  party  to  be  more 
remiss  in  their  duty  where  they  kept  guard,  that  his  thirsty 

*  This  crucifix  was  TCiy  celebrated ;  it  being  pretciuUnl  that  it  was  thtt 

work  of  NiiiHltimiH.  "Stt-  further  on  this  Hul)joi.t  in  tlic  Uev.  J.  K. 
TvUt's  intofcsting  volumu,  entitled,  'Oatlis,  their  origin,  nature,  aiiU  hi»- 
uiry.'    London:  Ovo,  pp.  281)— 2J)C/— liAuur* 
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brother  might  not  be  deprived  of  water.  This  cireunifitanre, 
whca  rclutui  to  tlie  kiitgi  who  was  always  inclined  to  warmtU. 
of  lemperi  made  him  sny  to  the  earl,  You  well  know  how 
to  carry  on  nifar  indeed,  who  allow  your  enemies  plenty  af 
water :  and  pray,  how  shall  we  subdue  them,  if  we  indul<|:e 
them  in  food  and  drink?**  But  he  smiling,  uttered  this  kind 
and  truly  huithible  expression,  "  Oh,  shame  !  bhould  I  suff'rr 
iiiy  biuihrr  to  die  with  thir.st  ?  and  wlterc  shall  \sc 
another,  if  wc  lose  him?**  Ou  this  the  knv^,  d(  ruling  the 
mild  tein(KT  of  the  man,  put  an  end  to  the  war  without  uc* 
coinplishing  his  design  ;  and  as  the  eommotions  of  the  Scots 
and  Welsh  retiuired  his  presence^  he  retired  with  both  his 
brothers  to  his  kingdom. 

Immediately  he  led  an  expedition,  first  against  the  Welsh^ 
and  then  against  the  Scots,  in  which  he  perlbrmed  nothinfj 
wortliy  of  his  greatness  ;  but  lost  mauy  of  Ids  soldiers,  and 
hud  his  sumpter-horses  intercepted.  And,  not  only  at  tliat 
time,  but  frecjuently,  in  Wales,  was  fortune  unt-ivourable  to 
liim  ;  which  may  seem  strange  tc  any  one,  when  the  c  hance 
of  war  was  generally  on  ids  side  in  otlicr  plaecs.  But  it 
appears  to  me  that  the  unevenness  of  the  country,  and  the 
badness  of  the  weather,  as  it  assisted  their  rebellion,  was 
also  an  impediment  to  his  valour.  But  king  Henry,  who 
now  reigns,  a  niua  oi'  excellent  talents,  discovered  a  mode  of 
couuiLractiiig  their  designs:  which  was,  by  stationing  in 
their  country  the  Flemings,  to  be  a  barrier  to  them,  and  cou- 
8tantly  keep  them  within  bounds.  At  that  time,  by  the 
industry  of  earl  Robert,  who  bad  long  sinee  gained  the  good* 
graces  of  the  Scot,  the  basis  of  a  peace  was  laid  between 
Malcolm  and  William.  But  vai*ious  grounds  of  diiBTerenee 
still  existing  on  both  sides,  and  justice  wavering  through 
their  mutual  animosity,  ^lalcolm  came  his  own  accord  to 
Gloucester,  a  hearty  solicitor  i'ur  peace,  so  that  it  wcni  on 
e({uitable  conditions.  He  obtained,  however,  nothing  more 
than  permission  to  return  uninjured  to  his  kingdom:  for  the 
king  disdained  to  take,  a  man  by  subtlety,  whom  he  mi^ht 

.  have  conc|uered  by  arms.  But  the  next  winter  he  was  dis- 
patched  by  the  party  of  Robert,  carl  of  Northumberland, 
rather  throngh  stnitagom  than  force.  When  his  wift%  Mar* 
^Mret,  a  woman  distinguished  lur  alnis-giving  and  i'or  elms-  . 

^  lity,  heard  of  his  death,  disgusted  with  the  continuance  ol' 
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life,  she  earnestly  entreated  of  God  to  die.  Thej  were  both 
remarkable  for  piety,  hat  the  queen  more  especially.  For 
during  her  whole  lifoi  wherever  she  might  boi  »he  huil 
twenty-four  poor  persona  whom  ahe  supplied  with  meat  and 

clothing.  In  Lent,  waiting  for  the  singing  of  the  j»riest^, 
fclie  used  to  wateh  all  niglit  in  the  churcli,  lierself  assisting  at 
triple  matins,  of  the  Trinity,  of  the  Cross,  of  St.  Mary,  and 
uttcrwards  repeating  tlie  Psalter ;  with  tears  bedewing  her 
fjrarmentSy  and  agitating  her  breast.  Departing  from  tlie 
churchi  slie  used  to  feed  the  poor ;  first  three,  then  niuei  then 
twenty-four,  at  last  three  hundred :  herself  standing  by  witli 
the  king,  and  pouring  water  on  tlidr  hands.  Edgar  his  son, 
when  expelled  by  his  uncle,  was  restored  by  William ;  as- 
huicdly  with  a  noble  eunipusHiuii,  and  wortliy  of  so  i^r^iit  u 
personage,  who,  for^retting  the  injuries  of  the  father,  replaced 
the  son,  when  suppliant,  on  liis  throne. 

(jrreatiiess  of  suid  was  pre-eminent  in  the  king,  which,  in 
] process  of  time,  he  obscured  by  excessive  severity;  vice.H, 
indeed,  in  place  of  virtues,  so  insensibly  crept  into  his  bosom, 
that  he  could  not  distinguish  them.  1  he  world  doubted,  for 
a  long  time,  whither  he  would  incline;  what  tendency  hU 
disposition  wotild  take.  At  first,  as  long  as  archbishop  Lair- 
fi-anc  survived,  he  abstained  from  every  crime;  so  that  it 
.might  be  liojyiMl,  he  woiiUl  be  th(;  very  mirror  of  kin^'x 
Alter  his  deati^  for  a  time,  he  showed  iiimself  so  variabh', 
that  the  balance  hung  even  betwixt  vices  and  virtues.  At 
lost,  however,  in  his  latter  years^  the  desire  after  good  grew 
cold,  and  the  crop  of  evil  increased  to  ripeness:  his  liberality 
became  prodigality;  his  magnanimity  ]n*ide;  his  austerity 
cruelty.  I  may  be  allowed,  with  permission  of  the  royal 
majesty,  not  to  conceal  the  truth;  for  he  iVared  CJ<h1  Init 
little,  man  not  at  all.  If  any  one  shall  say  this  is  iindij^ceru- 
ing,  he  will  not  be  wrong;  because  wise  men  should  observe 
tills  rule,  *VGod  ought  to  be  feared  at  all  times; -man,  ac- 
cording to  circumstances.^  lie  was,  when  abroad,  and  in 
public  assemblies,  of  supercilious  look,  darting  his  threaten- 
iiig  eye  on  tlie  by-stander;  and  with  assumed  severity  and 
ferocious  voice,  assailing  sucli  as  conversed  wiUi  him.  From 
upprcheii^jion  of  ]K>verty,  luiJ  of  the  I  l  eat  hery  of  others,  as 
may  be  conjectured,  he  was  too  much  given  to  luere,  uml  to 
cruelty*   At  home  and  at  table,  with  his  intimate  corn- 
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panioiUt  he  gave  loose  to  levitjr  end  to  mtrtli.  lie  was  m 
most  facetioiii  reiler  at  any  thing  he  had.hiin8elf  done  amis^ 

in  onler  that  ho  might  thus  do  away  oblo<|uy,  and  iiiuke  it 
matter  of  jciit.  But  1  sliull  dilutu  homewlmt  oii  tliat  libe- 
rality, in  which  he  Ueceived  himself;  and  at lei wards  on  }iis 
utlur  pru])LnHltie8,  tliut  I  may  manifest  what  great  viced 
sprang  up  in  him  under  the  sembhince  of  virtues. 

For^  in  fucli  there  are  two  kinds  of  fivers:  the  one  ie 
denominated  prodigal^  the  other  liberaL    Tiie  prodigal  are 
such  as  hivish  their  money  on  those  things,  of.whicli  thi^y. 
will  leave  either  a  transient,  or  ]ierlmps  no  memory  in  t\\\^ 
worM  ;  ntitlicr  will  tliey  gain  mercy  by  them  irom  Go<L 
The  hheral,  are  thu.^i-  who  redeem  tlie  captive  from  the 
plunderer,  a:^3idt.lhe  poor,  or  discharge  tlie  debts*  ul'  their 
i'rieuds.    We  must  give,  therefore,  but  witii  discriuunation 
and  moderation;  for  many  persons  have  exiuuistcd  their 
patrimony  by  giving  inconsiderately.      For  wliat  can  lie 
more  silly,  than  to  .take  pains  to  be  no  longer  able  to  do  that 
which  you  do  with  pleasure?***   Some,  therefore,  when  they 
have  iiothin;^  to  jjrive  turn  to  ra))iiie,  and  get  more  hatred 
IVum  these  IVum  whom  tlie)'  take,  X\vm\  good  will  from  tliuse 
to  whom  tin  y  give.    We  lament  tliat  thus  it  liapi)oned  to 
this  king ;  for,  when  in  the  very  beginning  of  his  reign,  . 
tlirough  fear  of  tumults,  he  had  assembled  soldiers,  und 
denied  them  nothing,  promising  still  greater  remuneration 
hereafter;  the  consequence  was,  that  as  ho  had  soon  ex- 
hausted his  father's  trcastires,  and  liad  then  but  moderate  * 
revermcs,  Iiis  siihstanee  luiled,  though  the  Ppirit  of  giving 
reiimlned,  which,  by  habit,  had  almost  beeome  nature,  lie 
wa^  a  man  who  knew  not  how  to  take  off  from  the  price  uf 
uny  thing,  or  to  judge  of  the  value  of  goods;  but  the  trader 
might  sell  him  his  commodity  at  whatever  rate,  or  the  soldier 
demand  any  pay  he  pleased^    He  was  anxious  that  the  eost  * 
of  his  clothes  should  be  extravagant,  and  angry  if  they  were 
purchased  at  a  low  price.    One  morning,  indeed,  while  put- 
ting oii  Ids  new  lioots,  he  asked  his  chamberlain  what  they  * 
cost;  and  when  he  replied,  "  Tiuee  bhillings,*'  indignaaily 
and  in  a  rage  he  cried  out,  **  You  son  of  a  whore,  how  long 
has  the  king  worn  boots  of  so  paltry  a  price  'i  go^  uud  bring  . 

•  Cicero  de  Officiis,  ii«  15*  Much  of  the  aisiuncnt  u  bonovcd  from  tbo 
suae  source. 
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sue  a  pair  wwQi  a  nark  of  silver."  He  went,  and  bringing 
him  a  much  cheaper  pair^  told  him,  fidselyi  that  thej  cost  as 
mucli  as  he  had  ordered:  "  Aye,**  said  the  king,  **  these  are 

tiui table  to  royal  majesty,**    Thus  his  cbamberlam  used  to 
charge  him  what  he  })Ieased  for  his  clothes;  acquiring  by  . 
ttiese  means  many  things  for  his  own  advantage. 

The  fame  of  his  generosity,  thereibre,  }>crvaded  all  the 
West,  and  reached  even  to  the  East.    JMilitniy  mep  came  to  ' 
him  out  of  every  province  on  this  side  of  the  mountninSi  wliom 
he*  rewarded  most  profusely.    In  consequence^  when  he  had 
no  longer  aught  to  bestow,  poor  and  exhausted,  he  turned 
,  his  thoughts  to  rapiiu  .    The  rapacity  of  his  disposition  wa^ 
seconded  byKalph,  the  inciter  of  his  covetousness ;  a  clergy- 
man of  the  lowi'st  origin,  but  raised  to  eminence  by  his  wit 
und  subtilty.    If  at  any  time  a  royal  edict  issued,  that  Eng-  ^ 
land  sliould  pay  a  certain  tribute,  it  was  doubled  by  this 
plunderer  of  the  rich,  this  exterminator  of  the  poor,  this  con- 
tiscator  of  other  mcn*s  inheritance.    He  was  an  invincible 
pleader,  as  unrestrained  in  his  words  as  in  his  actions ;  and 
ef|iially  furious  ngainst  the  meek  or  the  turbulent.  Where- 
fore some  people  used  to  laugh,*  and  say,  that  he  was  the 
only  man  who  knew  how  to  employ  his  talents  in  this  way, 
and  cared  for  no  one's  hatred,  so  that  he  could  please  Iiis 
master.   At  this  person's  suggestion,  tlie  sacred  honours  of  - 
,  the  church,  as  the  pastors  died,  were  exposed  to  sale:  for 
whenever  the  death  of  any  bishop  or  abbnt  was  announced, 
'directly  one  of  the  king's  clerks  was  adniitti'd,  who  made  an 
inventory  of  every  thing,  and  carried  all  future  rents  into 
the  royal  exchequer.    In  the  meantime  some  person  was 
nought  out  fit  to  supply  the  place  of  the  deceased ;  not  from 
proof  of  morals,  but  of  money ;  and,  at  la.st,  if  I  may  so  say, 
the  empty  honour  was  conferred,  and  even  that  purcluiscd, 
at  a  gr(  at  price.    Those  things  appeared  the  more  disgrace- 
ful, because,  in  liis  iathtT's  time,  after  the  d(  ccai^e  of  a  bishoji 
or  abbat,  all  rents  were  n  !?erv(!d  entire,  to  Int  given  up  to  tl»t* 
succeeding  pnstf>r;  and  persons  truly  roen4frt4ouji,  on-account 
of  their  religion,  were  elected*    But  in  the  lapse  of  a  very. 
.  few  years,  every  thing  was  changed.    There  was  no  man 
rich  except  the  money-changer;  no  clerk,  unless  he  was  a 
lavryer;  no  priest,  unless  (to  use  a  word  which  is  hardly 

•  Some.i'ead,  "  The  king  u^cd  tg  Jaugh,"  Otc. 
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Litin*)be  watmlkmer.   Men  of  the  ineanttt  cooditioii,  <»r 
guilty  of  whatever  crinM^  were  listened  to,  if  they  could  :^ug-  * 
pt-^t  any  lliiu^  Uki  ly  to  be  advLuitageous  to  the  kin^:  the 
LiiUcr  was  Ioo:?eneil  from  the  rubl><  r*s  nwk,  if  lie  could  pro- 
mi^  any  eniuluiaetit  to  the  sovereign.  All  miliUiry  diseipLine 

4  being  relaxed,  the  couitien  {ireyed  upon  the  property  of  the 
country  people^  and  oonsnincd  tlieir  substance^  taking  the 
very  meat  Crom  the  mouths  of  these  wretched  creatures,  f 
Then  was  there  flowing  hair  and  extravap^ant' dress;  and 
tlnii  w;i->  invented  the  fashion  of  shoes  J  with  curved  poiiiU; 
tia  a  tlio  nMnlt'l  young  men  wai  to  rival  women  iu  deli- 
cacy of  per.-t'ii,  Ui  uilhce  thi  ir  iiait,  to  walk  with  loo.se  gesture, 
and  half  uakcil.  Huervatcd  and  eifcuunatCy  they  unwillingly 
remained  what  nature  had  made  them;  the  as:}ailer9  of 
others*  chastityi  prodigal  of  their  own*  Troops  of  pathics^  , 
and  droves  of  harlots,  followed  the  court;  so  that  it  was  said, 
with  justice,  hy  a  wise  man,  that  England  would  be  fortunate 
it  IKnry  cuuld  reign  ;§  led  to  such  au  opinion,  because  he 
abluirrud  obscenity  froui  his  youth, 

llere,  were  it  neccssaiy,  I  could  add,  that  archbishop 
Anselm  attempted  to  correet  these  abuses ;  but  failing  of  the 
co-operation  of  his  suflragans,  lie  voluntarily  quitted  the 
kingdom,  yielding  to  the  depravity  of  the  times.  Ansdm, 

-  tlian  whom  none  ever  was  more  tenacious  of  right;  none  in 
the  present  time  so  thuiuughly  learucd ,  none  so  compieteiy 

•  Tiiii  id  uninttjlli;;ilile  to  the  English  reader.  The  author  U3C3  the 
word  ^  firmariuV'  which  certainly  would  not  have  conveyed  the  idea  of  a 
*  fttrmor"  to  the  mind  of  either  Cicero  or  Horace* 
•  t  Those  who  followed  the  court,  being  under  no  kind  of  control,  were 
in  thu  habit  of  plunderinf;  and  devastating  the  country  wherever  they  went. 
When  the  V  w  i  rc  unaltio  to  consume  whatever  they  found  in  their  lodgings 
'  thty  wouhi  sell  it  to  the  host  bidtler,  or  destroy  it  with  fire;  or  if  It  were 
liquor,  after  w.i^liinj;  their  liorscs*  loi^s  with  a  part,  they  h-t  the  remainder 
run.  *'  As  to  their  cnielty  towartia  their  hosts,  or  their  unseemly  conduct 
towunls  their  wives  und  duu^liteniy  it  ii  nhuiuetui  even  to  xenicmber." — 
liiduier.  llibt.  Nov.  p.  1)4. 

$  These  slioca,  which  gave  occasion  for  various  ordinances  for  their  regu- 
hUioii  or  abolition^  during  leveral  successive  ccntune%  are  said  to  ha?a 
owed  Ihdr  mvention  to  Fulk*  earl  of  Anjou»  in  order  to  bide  hb  ill-foraied 
feet  Ordcric  Vitalis,  p.  682:  who  also  olmcrvc^,  tliot  the  finl  improver, 
by  adding;  t  !h  long  cur\ed  termination,  was  a  fellow  (qtiidam  nebulo)  in 
the  court  of  Wilham  Uufus,  nanietl  Robert. 

§  Others  read,  "  The  palooc  of  Uie  king  was  not  the  abode  of  nujesty, 
but  the  stews  of  |)athies." , 


Uigiiizeti  by  LiOOgle 


398 


WILUAM  OV  KALMBSBTOT. 


sfiiritoal;  the  iSither  of  bU  country,  the  minor  of  the  world: 
he^  when  Just  aboDt  to  set  sail,  efker  waiting  in  port  for  a 
'  wind,  was  rifled,  as  thoofrh  he  had  been  a  public  robber ;  all  i 

his  bags  and  packages  being  brought  out  and  ransacked.  Of 
this  nian*8  injuries  I  cuuld  speak  farther,  had  the  sun  wit-  , 
nested  any  thing  more  unjust  than  tliis  single  transaction,  or 
were  it  not  necessary  to  omit  a  relatioui  which  has  been    | . 
anticipated  by  the  eloquence  of  the  very  reverend  £dmer.^ 

Hence  may  be  pcrcdved  how  fierce  n  flame  of  evil  burst 
forth  ,  from  what  the  king  conceived  to  be  liberality.  .  In 
repressing  wliich  us  lie  did  not  manifest  £>u  nmch  diligence  ^  J 
as  negligence,  he  incurred  a  degree  of  intauiy,  nut  only 
great,  but  scarcely  to  be  wii)ed  out.  I  think  undeservedly, 
however ;  because  ho  never  could  have  exposed  himself  to 
ittch  disgrace^  liad  he  only  recollected  the  dignity  of  his 
■  atati(m.  I  pass  over,  therefore^  these  matters  slightly,  and 
hasten  in  niy  com|K>sition,  because  I  blush  to  relate  the  , 
crimes  of  so  great  a  king  ;  rather  f^iving  my  uttentiou  to 
refute  and  extenuate  them. 

The  Jews  in  his  reign  gave  proofs  of  tlieir  insolence 
towards  God.  At  one  timcy  at  Itouen,  they  endeavoured  to 
prevail,  by  means  of  presents,  on  some  converted  Jews,  to 
return  to  Judaism;!  at  another,  at  London,  entering  into 
controversy  with  oiir  bishops  ;  because  the  king,  in  je.^t,  as  I  ■\ 
suppose,  had  said,  that  if  they  mastered  the  Cliristians  in 

*  Edmi'Ty  besides  constant  mention  of  Anselm  In  his  Uiatoria  NovoruiDy 
wrote  his  life  also,  in  a  seporute  form.  * 

•I*  A  Jewibh  youth  imagined  that  St.  Stephen  liad  appeared  to  hini,  and 
commanded  hhn  to  be  baptized  :  Ibis  he  obi-yed.  His  fatlier  iuunediately 
fleir  to  the  king,  earnestly  entreating  an  order  for  his  son  to  be  rcbiored  to 
•the  faith  of  his  ancestors.  The  king  not  discoverinf];  any  ndvanta^^'e  :is  likely 
to  accrue  to  himself,  remained  silent:  on  this  the  Jew  otierti  him  >'ixly 
ni arks,  on  condition  that  he  vvuuld  restore  his  hou  to  Judaism,  W  illiam 
then  orders  the  youth  to  be  brought  before  Itim  ;  relalcs  his  father's  com- 
plaint, and  commands  him  to  tenounce  his  baptism.  The  lad)  astonished, 
repUes,  Your  majesty  is  joking  surely."  I  joke  wiUi  theoi**  exelahns 
the  king,  <<thou  son  of  ordure  I  begone,  and  obey  my  commands  instantly, 
or  by  the  cross  at  Lucca  I  will  have  your  eyes  torn  out.**  The  young  man 
iiemaining  inflexible,  he  drove  him  from  his  presence.  The  father  was 
then  ordered  before  the  kin);,  who  ciestred  him  to  pay  down  the  money  he 
liad  promised  ;  but,  on  the  Jew's  remonstrating  that  he  had  not  reconverted 
hi:!  H<in,  and  the  kind's  ck  claring  that  bis  labour  was  not  to  go  unrewarded, 
it  wiis  ai^reed  that  he  should  receive  half  the  sum*  Kdmcr^  liist,  Kovor. 
p.  47* 
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opCD  argument,  lie  would  l>i  rome  one  of  their  sect.  Tha 
question  therefore  was  agitated  with  much  apprehension  on 
the  ptit  of  the  bishops  and  clerf^,  fearful,  through  piouB 
ftiixietyy  for  the  Clinstian  iaitlu  From  this  contesti  however, 
tfie  Jews  reaped  nothing  but  confusion :  though  they  used 
repeatedly  to  boast  tliat  they  were  vanquished,  not  by 
argument,  but  by  ]>ow(t. 

In  hiter  tiim  s  ^''^^t  wbout  the  ninth  year  of  his  reiprn^ 
Kobert,  earl  of  Noriuaiidy,  at  the  admonition  of  pope  Urban, 
m  will  be  rehited  hereafter,  took  the  resolution  of  going  to 
Jerusalem,  and  pawned  Normandy-  to  his  brother,  for  the 
sum  of  ten  thousand  marks.  In  consequence^  an  edict  for 
an  intolerable  tax  was  circulated  throughout  England  On 
this  the  bishops  and  abbats,  in  great  numbers,  went  to  court, 
to  complain  of  the  injury  ;  observinjr  tluit  they  could  not 
raise  so  great  an  iinpdst,  uidr^^M  they  drove  away  their 
wretched  husbandmen  altogether.  To  tliis  the  courtiers, 
with  angry  countenance,  as  usual,  replied,  "Have  you  not  . 
^  shrines  adorned  with  gold  and  silver,  full  of  dead  men's 
bones  ?**  deigning  the  petitioners  no  other  answer.  In 
consequence,  perceiving  the  drift  of  the  reply,  they  took 
olf  the  frohl  iVuiii  the  shrines  of  their  saints  ;  robbed  their 
crucifixes  ;  melted  their  chalices  ;  not  fur  tlie  berviec  o{'  tlie 
poor,  but  of  the  king's  exelietiuer.  For  almost  every  thing, 
which  the  holy  )>arsiinony  of  their  ancestors  hod  saved,  was 
consumed  by  the  rapacity  of  these  freebooters. 

Just  SQ^  too,  were  their  proceedings  against  their  vassals  ; 
«  first  taking  their  money,  then  their  land :  neither  the  poor 
man's  poverty,  nor  the  rich  num's  abundance,  protecting  him. 
He  so  rcstricti'd  tlie  right  of  huntin;^,  which  he  had  formerly 
allowed,  that  it  became  a  capital  ulVence  to  take  a  staiif.  This 
extreme  severity,  which  was  tempered  by  no  affability,  was 
the  cause  of  many  conspiracies,  among  the  nobility,  against 
his  safety:  one  of  whom,  Kobert  de  Mowbray  earl  of 
Northumberland,  in  consequence  of  very  high  words  between 
him  and  the  kinof,  retired  to  his  jtrovince,  with  tiie  intention  ^ 
of  nuiki ng  powerful  ell'orts  against  his  lord  ;  but  \Villiam 
pursuing  him,  he  was  taken,  and  doomed  to  perpetual 
captivity.  Anotlicr,  William  de  IIou,  being  accused  of 
treachery  towards  the  king,  challenged  his  aceusej^  to  single  * 
combat  $  but  being  unable  to  justify  hiuidcU*  in  the  duel,  he 
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was  deprived  of  his  eighty  and  of  his  manhoodt   The  same 
accusation  involved  many  innooeiit  and  honourable  men ; ' 

amon^  whom  was  William  de  Aldrey»  a  man  of  handsome 

person,  who  had  stood  godfather*  with  the  kin^.  Being 
ftcntenecd  to  bo  hanged,  he  inado  liis  conrerision  to  Osmund 
bishop  of  Salisbury,  and  was  scour;^^*  d  at  every  church  of 
the  town,    l^arting  lus»  garments  to  the  poor,  lie  went  naked 
to  the  gallows^  often  making  the  blood  gush  from  his  delicate 
Hcsh  by  falling  on  his  knees  upon  the  stones.    lie  satislied  - 
the  minds  of  the  bishop,  and  of  the  people  who  followed 
him  to  the  place  of  punishment,  by  excdaiminir,  "God  help 
my  soul,  and  deliver  it  from  evil,  as  i  am  tree  iVom  I  ho 
charge,  of  which  I  am  accused  :  the  Konteticc*,  indec^l,  pass<'d 
upon  me  will  not  be  revoked,  but  1  wisli  all  mea  to  be 
certified  of  my  inaocencc*'    The  bishop  then,  commending 
his  soul  to  heaven,  and  sprinkling  him  with  holy  water, 
departed.   At  his  executioui  he  manifested  an  ailmirable 
degree  of  courage  ;  neither  uttering  a  groan  before,  nor 
even  a  sigh,  at  the  inument  of  his  death. 

But  still  there  are  some  proofs  of  noblo  magnanimity  in 
the  king,  the  knowledge  of  whicli,  1  wUl  not  deny  posterity. 
As  he  was  once  engaged  in  hunting  in  a  certain  forest,  a 
foreign  messenger  acquainted  him  tluit  the  city  of 'Mans, 
nrhich  he  had  lately  added  to  .his  dominions  on  the  departure 

*  of  his  brother,  was  besieged,  Unprc^parexl  as  he  was,  he 
turned  his  horse  instantly,  and  shupful  his  journey  to  the 
sea.  When  his  nobles  reminded  him,  that  it  would  be 
necessary  to  call  out  his  troops,  and  [)ut  them  in  array  ;  **I 
siiall  see,"  said  he,  "who  will  follow  me:  do  you  think  I 
shall  not  have  people  enough  ?   If  I  know  the  temper  of 

•  the  young  men  of  my  kingdom,  they  will  even  bravo 
shipwreck  to  come  to  me.**  In  this  manner  he  arrived, 
almost  unattended,  at  the  sea-coast.  The  sky  at  that  time 
was  overcast,  the  wind  contrary,  aiul  a  tempest  swept  the 
surface  of  the  deep.  When  he  determined  to  embark  directly, 
the  mariners  besought  him,  to  wait  till  the  storm  should 
subside,  and  the  wind  be  favourable.  "  Why,"  said  William, 
'^l  have  never  heard  of  a  king  perishing  by  shipwreck :  nc^ 
weigh  anchor  immediately,  and  you  shall  see  the  elements 
conspire  to  obey  me***     When  the  report  of  his  having 

•  **  Compater  '*  Homctitncs  means  a  friend  or  coinp;inioii. 
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eroflsed  the  aea  reached  the  bciiegers,  they  hastlljr  retreated* 
One  lielittH  the  autlior  of  the  commotion,  was  taken  ;  to 
whom,  when  brought  before  him/  the  king  said  jocularij^, 
^  I  hare  yott,  master*"   But  he,  whose  haughty  spirit,  even 
in  such  threatening  danger,  knew  not  how  to  be  prudent,  or 
*ta  speak  submissively,  replied,  **You  have  taken  me  by 
dmnre  ;  if  I  could  tscnjx',  I  know  ^vllut  I  would  do.**  At 
tliis  \VilH:un,  ulinost  beside  himself  witli  rage,  aud  seizing 
ilelias,  exelaiuitrd,  "You  scounchel  ?  and  what  would  you 
do  ?  .  Begone,  depart,  lly  :  I  give  you  leave  to  do  whatever 
you  can ;  and  by  the'  crucifix  at  Lucca,  if  you  should 
conquer  me,  I  will  ask  no  return  for  this  favour.**   Nor  did 
he  falsify  bin  woni,  but  immediately  sulFcred  him  to  esctipe  ; 
rather  lulniiriii*:;  than  following  the  fugitive.    AVho  cuuld 
believe  this  of  an  unlettered  man  ?    And  jjerliaps  there  luay 
be  some  jierson,  who,  from  readinj^  Lncan,  may  fal.-fdy 
Biippo-e,  that  William  borrowed  those  e\4iaples  from  Julius 
Ca;sar ;  *  but  ho  had  neither  inclination,  nor  leisure  to 
attend  to  learning  ;  it  was  rather  (he  innate  warmth  of  his 
temper,  and  his  conscious  valour  which  promptcil  him  to 
such  expressions.    And  indeed,  if  our  religion  would  allow 
it,  as  the  soul  of  Knpliorbus  was  formerly  said  to  have 
pu^^^ed  into  Pythagoras  of  Samos,  so  nil^lit  it  eipially  be 
assert!  (1,  that  the  soul  of  Julius  Caesar  had  migrated  iuto 
kin;^  Willianu 

lie  •  began  and  completed  one  very  noble  edifice,  the  pa* 
lacef  in  London  ;  sparing  no  expense  to  manifest  tlic  great* 
ness  of  iiis  liberality.    His  dis{K>sition  therefore  the  reader 

will  be  able  to  diatuvcr  iruiu  the  circumstances  wc  have 
enumcrateil. 

Should  any  one  be  desirous,  however,  to  know  the  make 
of  his  person,  he  is  to  understand,  that  he  was  well  set;  his 
complexion  florid,  his  hair  yellow  $  of  open  countenance ; 
diflercnt-eoloured  eyes,  varying  with  certain  glittering  specks ; 
of  astonishing* strength,  though  hot  very  t(dl,  and  his  belly 

•  Pharsalid,  lib.  ii.  515— v.  500. 

•|»  *  it  li.i^  been  inferreil  from  this  pa-wagc,  tluit  Malirublmr)  bt.ites  the 
•  tower  of  London  wu»  built  by  WiUium  Uiifus,   There  np])oar:i,  however, 
little  doubt  that  the  priticipa!  builUinx*  now  called  tlm  ^V)lite  Tower,  wai 
eummenced  by  the  Conqiicritr,  anil  finished  by  Rufu;^  under  the  superii^ 
tendcDcc  of  G  uadul ph,  bbhop  of  Rochester*''-— IlAaDY. 
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ratlier  projecting  ;  of  no  doquence,  btit  remarkable  Ibr  .a 

hesitation  of  speech,  especially  when  nngry.  Many  sudden 
and  sorrowful  accidents  happened  in  his  time,  which  I  shall 
arrange  singly,  accord in^^  to  tho  years  of  his  reign  ;  chiefly 
Touching  for  their  truth  on  the  credit  of  the  Chronicles. 

In  the  second  year  of  his  reigbi  on  tlic  third  before  the 
ides  of  August,  tt  great  earthquake  terrified  all  England  with 
a  horrid  spectacle ;  for  all  the  buildings  were  lifted  up,  and 
then  again  settled  as  before.  A  scarcity  of  every  kind  of 
pi  oducc  fullowcd  ;  the  com  ripened  so  slowly,  that  the  har- 
vest was  sciiiecly  hoiued  before  the  feast  of  St  Andrew. 

In  his  fourth  year  was*  a  tenipest  of  lightning,  and  a  whirl- 
wind :  finally,  on  the  ides  of  October,  at  Winelicombe^.  a 
Stroke  of  lightning  beat  against  the  side  of  the  tower  with 
such  forc^  that,  shattering  the  wall  where  it  joined  to  tho 
roof,  it  opened  a  place  wide  enough  to*  admit  a  man  ;  enter- 
ing there,  it  struck  a  very  large  beam,  and  scattered  frftg- 
ments  of  it  over  the  whole  church  ;  moreover  it  cast  down 
the  head  of  the  crucifix,  with  the  right  leg,  and  the  image  of 
St.  Mary.  A  stench  so  uoiijoine  followed,  as  to  be  insufter- 
ablc  to  human  nostrils.  At  length,  the  monks,  with  aus- 
picious boldness,  entering,  defeated  the  contrivances  of  the 
devil,  by  the  sprinkling  of  holy  water.  But  what  could  this 
mean  ?  such  a  thing  was  unknown  to  every  previous  age. 
A  tempest  of  contending  wind«i,  from  the  south-east,  on  the 
sixteeiitli  before  the  kalends  of  November,  destroyed  more 
than  six  hundred  houses  in  London.  Churches  were  heaped 
OH  houses,  and  walls  on  partitions.  The  tempest  proceeding 
yet  fartiier,  carried  otf  altogether  the  roof  of  the  church  of 
St.  Mary  le  Bow,  and  killed  two  men.  Rafters  and  beams 
were  wliirled  through  the  air,  an  object  of  surprise  to  such 
as  contemplated  them  from  a  distance ;  of  alarm,  to  those 
who  stood  nigh,  lest  they  should  be  crushed  by  them.  For 
four  rafters,  six  and  twenty  feet  long,  were  driven  with  such 
violeiicc  into  tlic  t:round,  that  scarcely  four  feet  of  them  weixi 
visible.  It  was  em  inus  to  see  how  they  had  perforated  the 
solidity  of  tlie  public  street,  maintaining  there  the  same  posi- 
tion whicli  they  had  occupied  in  the  roof  from  the  hand  of 
the  workman,  until,  on  account  of  their  inconvenience  to 
passengers,  they  were  cut  oif  level  with  the  ground,  as  they 
could  not  be  othenvise  removed. 
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In  his  fifth  year,  a  similar  thunder-storm  at  Salisbury  en- 
tirely tlt'-troyod  the  roof  of  the  church-tower,  and  innch 
injured  the  wall,  only  five  days  af^er  Odmimcl^  the  bUbop  of 
famed  ineraorjr,  kad  consecrated  it» 

In  his  sixth  year  there  was  sueh  a  deluge  from  rain,  mi 
such  iRcessant  showers  as  none  had  ever  remembered. 
Afterwards^  on  the  approach  of  .winter,  the  rivers  were  so 
frozen,  that  they  bore  horsemen  and  waggons  ;  and  soon  . 
after,  whi-ri  the  iVu-i  bruke,  the  bridges  were  destroyed  hj 
the  <]rifting  of  the  ice. 

In  his  seventh  year,  on  account  of  the  heavy  tribute  w>iich 
the  king,  while  in  Normandy,  had  levied,  agriculture  failod  ; 
nfM  liieh  failure  the  inunediate  consequence  was  a  famine. 
This  also  gaining  ground  a  mortality  ensued,  so  general,  that 
the  dying  wonted  attendance,  and  the  dead,  burioL  At  that 
time,  too,  the  Welsh,  fiercely  raging  against  the  Normang, 
nnd  depopnlaiiiig  the  county  of  Chester  and  pai  t  of  Shrop- 
sliire,  (►htained  Anglesey  by  force  of  arms. 

In  hi?^  tenth  year,  on  the  kalends  of  October,  a  comet 
appeared  for  fifteen  days,  turning  its  larger  train  to  the  east, 
and  the  smaller  to  the  south-east.  Other  stars  also  appeared, 
darting,  as  it  were,  at  each  other.  This  was  the  year  in 
which  Ansclm,  that  light  of  England,  voluntarily  escaping 
from  the  darkness  of  error,  went  to  Rome. 

Tn  lil^  eleventh  your,  Magnus,  king  of  Norway,  witli  Ha- 
rold, sou  of  Harold,  formerly  king  of  England,  .subdued  the 
Orkney,  ISIevanian,  an<l  other  eireiimjaeeiit  isles  ;  and  was 
now  obstinately  bent  against  England  f  rom  Anglesey.  But 
Hugh,  earl  of  Chester,  and  Hugh,  earl  of  Shrewsbury,  op- 
posed him  ;  and  ere  he  could  gain  the  cc»ntinent^  forced  him 
to  retire.  If  ere  feA  Hugh  of  Slirewsbury,  being  struck  from 
a  distance  with  a  fatal  arrow. 

In  his  twelfth  year  an  excessive  tide  flowed  up  the  Thames, 
and  overwhelmed  UKiny  vil!ng<'.s,  w  iiU  tlieir  luliahitnuts. 

In  his  thirteenth  year,  which  was  the  last  oi  his  Hie,  there 
were  many  adverse  events  ;  but  the  most  dreadful  circum- 
stance was  that  the  devil  visibly  appeared  to  men  in  woods 
and  secret  places,  and  spoke  to  them  as  they  passed  by. 
Moreover  in  the  county  of  Berks,  at  the  village  of  Finch- 
hauipstead,  a  fountain  so  plentifully  flowed  with  hlood  for 
fifteen  whole  days>  that  it  discoloured  a  neighbouring  pooL 
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The  kiii«^  ' heard  of  it  and  laughed ;  nmther  did  he  care  for 

his  own  druaiiid,  nor  for  what  others  saw  concerning  him. 

They  relate  nuuiy  visions  and  predictions  of  hi:^  dcath| 
three  of  which,  sanctioned  by  the  toatiinouy  of  credible  au- 
thors, I  shall  communicate  to  my  readers.  Ednier,  the  his- 
torian of  our  times,  noted  for  his  voracity,  says  that  Anselm, 
'  the  noble  exile,  with  whom  all  religion  was  also  banished, 
came  to  Marcigny  that  he  might  communicate  his  aufierings 
to  Hugo,  abbat  of  Clugny.  There^  when  the  conversation 
turned  ujjon  king  William,  the  abbat  aforesaid  observed, 
•  "Last  night  that  kin^  was  bruught  buiunj  God  ;  and  by  a 
deliberate  jud;;nient,  incurred  the  burrowful  sentence  of 
dumnatioo."  How  he  came  to  know  this  he  ueithei^ex plained 
at  the  time,  nor  did  any  of  his  hearers  ask  :  nevertheless,  out 
of  respect  to  his  piety,  not  a  doubt  of  the  truth  of  his  words 
remained  on  the  minds  of  any  present*  Hugh  led  such  a 
life,  and  had  such  a  character,  that  all  regarded  his  discourse 
and  venerated  his  advice,  as  though  an  oracle  from  heaven  had 
spoken.  Anil  boon  after,  the  king  being  slain  as  we  shall 
relate,  there  came  a  messenger  to  entreat  the  oi'chbishop  to 
resume  his  see. 

The  day  before  tlie  king  died,  ho  dreamed  that  he  was  let 
blood  by  a  surgeon  ;  and  that  the  stream,  reaching  to  hea* 
ven,  clouded  the  light,  and  intercepted  tlie  day*  Calling  on 
St*  Mary  for  protection,  he  suddenly  awoke,  commanded  a 
light  to  be  brought,  and  forbade  his  attendants  to  leave  him. 
Tliey  then  watched  Wilh  him  several  hours  until  daylight. 
Sliortly  after,  just  as  the  day  began  to  dawn,  u  certain  fo- 
reign monk  told  Kobert  Fitz  llanion,  one  of  the  principal 
nobility,  that  he  hud  that  night  dreamed  a  strange  and  fear- 
ful dream  about  the  king  :  That  he  had  come  into  a  certain 
church,  with  menacing  and  insolent  gesture,  as  was  hts  cus- 
tom, looking  contemptuously  on  tlie  standers  by ;  then 
violently  seizing  the  crucifix,  he  gnawed  the  arms,  and  al* 
most  tore  away  the  legs  :  that  the  image  endured  thi.^  fur  a 
long  time,  but  at  leni^th  struck  the  king  witli  its  foot  in  such 
a  manner  that  he  fell  biiekwurds  :  iVoui  his  mouth,  as  he  lay 
prostrate,  issued  so  copious  a  Hanie  that  the  volumes  of 
amoke  touched  the  very  stars."  Robert,  thinking  tliat  tliis 
dream  ought  not  to  be  neglected,  as  he  was  intimate  with 
Idsn,  immediately  related  it  to  the  king*  Wiliiain,  repeatedly 


Digitized  by  Googl 


hiughiii*^,  exclaimed,  "He  is  A  tnonky  dnd  drc&ms  for  monejr 
liku  a  monk  :  give  him  a  hundred  shillings,'*  Neverthe-  ' 
Icdd|  being  greatly  moved,  lie  hesitated  a  long  while  whether 
ho  filiould  go  out  to  huiiti  as  he  had  deaigne/l :  his  friends 
persuading  him  not  to  suffer  the  truth  of  the  dreams  to  be 
tried  at  his  personal  risk.  In  consequence  he  abstained 
iVuiu  the  chase  before  dinner,  dispelling  the  uneasiness  of 
his  uiirej^ulated  niiiid  by  serious  business.  They  relate,  that, 
Imviii;^  l>U'ntifnl1y  rcj^ulud  that  day,  he  soothed  his  euros  Avitli 
a  more  tliuii  usual  (quantity  of  wine.  After  iliimcr  he  went 
into  tlie  forest,  attended  by  few  {>er$ons  ;  of  whom  the  most 
intuiKite  with  liim  was  Waltt.T,  surnanied  Tlrel,  who  had- 
been  induced  to  come  from  France  by  the  liberality  of  the 
ki)l«3^  This  man  alone  had  remained  with  him,  wliile  the 
othviri,  employed  in  the  chase,  were  dispersed  as  chance 
direc  tt  J.  Tlie  sun  was  now  declining,  when  tlie  kin^,  draw- 
ing his  l)uw  and  letting  lly  au  arrow,  sli^^htly  wounded  a 
stag  which  passed  befure  him  ;  and,  keenly  gazing,  followed 
it,  still  rutin! n;i,  a  long  time  with  his  eyes,  holdinu;  up  his 
hand  to  keep  oif  the  |H>wer  of  the  sun's  rays.  At  this  instaot 
Walter,  conceiving  a  noble  exploit,  which  was  while  the 
king's  attention  was  otherwise  occupied  to  transfix  atiother 
stajij  which  by  chaiice  came  near  him,  unknowingly,  aiul 
without  [»ower  to  prevent  it,  OIi,  [ijrainous  God  !  pierei  •!  Ins 
breast  with  a  fatal  arrow.*  On  receivinf*  the  wound,  the 
lang  uttered  not  a  word  ;  but  break iug  oil'  the  shaft  of  t!ie 
weapon  where  it  projected  from  his  l>ody,  fell  upon  tlie 
wound,  by  which  ho  accelerated  his  death.  Walter  immc^ 
diately  ran  up,  but  as  he  fQund  him  senseless  and  qicechles% 
he  leai>ed  swiftly  upon  liis  horsCy.and  escaped  by  spurring 
him  to  his  utmost  s)>eed.  Indeed  there  was  none  to  pursue 
him  :  bomc  cumaved  al  liis  flight  i  others  pitied  him  ;  and  all 

•  •'The  trjulition  of  William  liaving  met  his  ilcnth  by  the  haml  of  Sir 
Walter  TirrI,  whilst  hunting  in  thu  New  Forcitt,  in  |»ener.*ll^  rcivivcii  ;  hul 
Suger,  a  cimtcmporary  bMtoriun,  tind,  as  it  sc*em%  a  friend  of  Tirvl,  in  hm 
Life  of  Loui«  lo  Orpa,  king  of  Fnincc,  alluding  to  the  death  of  Uufii^  ol^- 
aetves,  Mniponcbutur  a  fiuibundam  cuidum  nobiil  Gualtcio  Tircllo  quod 
euin  sagitta  perfodomt:  qucm,  cum  ncc  tiroerct  ncc  speruret,  juiejuruido 
iHe|iiuii  uudiyinius  qua;*)  8«u  ros.'uu*tum  asac  rere,  quod  ca  die  ncc  in  cum  par- 
it'in  hHviu,  in  qua  rt'x  veiu  !)atur,  veiierit,  nee  eum  in  silva  omnino  viderit,* 
Scu  uIho  I'Mincr,  iii»t*  Xvov.  54^  uud  Urd.  Yit.  liuU  iicclcs.  lib.  z» 
p.  7Ua/— llAUuv. 
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•  were  intent  on  other  matters.    Some  began  to  fortify  their 
dwellings  ;  others  to  plunder ;  and  the  rest  to  look  out  for  a 
new  king.    A  few  countrymen. conveyed  the  body,  phiced  on 
a  cart,  to  the  catUeilral  at  Winchester  ;  the  blood  dripping 
firom  it  all  the  wa7*    Here  it  was  committed  to  the  ground 
within  the  tower,  attended  by  many  of  the  nobility,  though 
lamented  by  few.   Next  yw,*  the  tower  fell ;  though  I  for* 
bear  to  mention  the  different  opinions  on  tliis  subject,  lest  I 
should  seem  to  assent  too  readily  to  unsupported  trifles,  more 
especially  as  the  building  might  have  fallen,  tlirough  imper- 
fect construction,  even  though  he  liad  never  been  buried 
tlirro.    ITe  died  in  tlie  year  of  our  Lord':4  iucarniition  1100, 
of  his  reign  the  thirteen tli,  on  the  fourth  before  the  nones  of 
August^  aged  above  forty  years.    lie  formed  niiglity  phius, 
wiiieh  he  would  have  brought  to  eflect,  could  he  have  spun 
out  the  tissue  of  fate,  or  broken  through,  and  disengaged 
himself  from,  the  yiolenee  of  fortune.  *Such  was  the  energy 
.  of  his  mind,  that  lie  was  bol^l  enough  to  promise  hini.sclf  any 
kinfjdoni  whatever.    Indeed  the  tlay  before  his  death,  being 
asked  where  he  would  keep  his  Christmas,  he  answered,  in 
Foitou  ;  because  the  earl  of  Poitou,  wisliiug  anxiously  to 
go  to  Jerusalemi  was  said  to  be  about  to  pawn  his  territory 
to  him.    ThuSy  not  content  with  his  paternal  possessions, 
^  and  allured  by  expectation  of  greater  glory,  he  grasped  at 
'  *  honours  not  pertaining  to  him.    He  was  a  man  much  to  be 
pitied  by  the  clergy,  for  throwing  away  a  soul  wliich  tlioy 
could  not  save  ;  to  be  beloved  by  stipendiary  soldiers,  I'ur 
the  multitude  of  his  gifts  ;  but  not  to  be  lamented  by  the  peo- 
ple, borause,  he  HnU'ered  their  buli>lanee  to  be* plundered.  I 
remember  no  council  being  held  in  his  time,  wherein  the  health 
of  the  church  might  be  strengthened  thixiugh  the  correction  of 
abuses.    He  hesitated  a  long  time  ere  he  bestowed  ecclesias- 
tical honours,  either  for  the  sake  of  emolument,  or  of  weigh- 
ing desert    So  that  on  the  day  he  died,  he  held  in  his  own 
hands  thr<*e  hiMioprics,  and  twidve  vacant  abheyn.  Besides, 
ee(*king  occasion  from  the  schism  between  Urban  in  Home 
and  Guibcrt  at  Ravenna,  he  forbade  the  x>ayment  of  the  tri- 

.  •  It  fell  A.D.  1107.    An.  Winton. 

■f*  Uy  thin  prulnibly  in  to  be  uiidcMtood  the  jtiivnieitt  of  Petcr-ptmce. 
Aniielni  had  offimded  the  kiui^  by  ackaowledgijig  Urbua  without  cotnult* 
ing  hlou 
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butef  to  the  holy  see ;  though  he  wm  more  inclined  to  favour 
Guibert ;  because  the  grouud  and  instigation  of  the  diaoord  be- 
tween himaelf  and  Ansehn  waa»  that  tliis  man,  90  dear  to  God, 
had  pronounoed  Urban  to  be  pope,  the  other  an  apostate. 

In  his  time  bq^an  the  Cistertian  order,  which  is  now  Ixith 

bc'lievcil  and  iLSi>ertcd  to  bu  the  tiiue5>t  ruad  to  Ikcuveu;*  To 
sfM  uk  of  this  doea  not  seem  irrelcviint  to  the  work   J  Iiavc 
uudcrtakcn,  since  it  redoumLs  to  tlic  glory  of  Kii^jluiid  to 
have  produc  ud  the  distinguished  man  wlio  was  the  author  and 
promoter  of  that  rule.    To  us  he  belonged,  and  in  our  schools 
passed  the  earlier  part  of  Ids  life.    Wherefore,  if  we  are  not  - 
euviouH,  we  nhall  embrace  his  good  qualities  the  more  kindly 
in  2)roportion  as  we  knew  them  more  intimately*  And, 
moreover,  I  am  anxious  to  extol  his  praise,  "beeau^^c  it  is 
a  mark  of  an  iugcnuous  mind  to  approve  that  virtue  ia 
otheia,  of  whlcli  in  yourself  you  n-gret  the  abaenee.**  lie 
was  named  Harding,  and  born  in  England  of  no  very  illus- 
trious parents.    From,  his  oarly  ycai'Sj  he  was  a  monk  at 
Sherborne;  but  when  secular  desires  had  captivated  his 
youth,  he  grew  disgusted  with  the  monastic  garb,  and  went 
first  to  Scotland,  and  aftenvards  to  France.    Here>  after 
Bonic  years'  exoreisc  in  the  liberal  arts,  he  beeanie  awakened 
to  tht^  h>ve  of  God.    For,  when  manlier  years  had  put  away 
cliiKlish  things,  he  went  to  'lvoine  with  a  clerk  wl  10  partook 
of  his  studies;  neither  the  length  and  diilieulty  of  the  jour-  , 
ney,  nor  tlic  scantiness  of  their  means  of  subsisteuce  by  the 
way,  i)rcventing  them,  both  as  they  went  and  returned,  fioin 
singing  daily  tlie  whole  psultcr.    Indeed  tlie  mind  of  thi^ 
cehibrated  man  was  already  meditating .  the  design  which 
soon  after,  hy  the  grace  of  God,  he  attempted  to  put  in  exu* 
cution.    For  returning  into  Burgundy,  he  was  shorn  at  Mo- 
lesmes,  a  now  and  magnificent  monastery.    Here  he  readily 
Oihiiitted  the  lirst  elements  ol'  the  order,  as  he  had  fomierly 
seen  tliem ;  but  when  tulditional  nuitters  were  projKJsed  lor 
his  observance,  sueh  as  he  had  neither  read  iu  the  rule  nor 
seen  elsewiiere,  he  began,  modestly  and  as  became  a  monk, 
to  ask  the  ix'uson  of  them,  saying:  '^By  reason  the  supreme 
Creator  has  made  all  things ;  by  reason  he  governs  all  things  ; 
by  reason  the  fubrie  of  the  world  revolves ;  by  reason  even 
the  planets  move ;  by  reason  the  elements  are  directed ;  and 

*  Juvenal^  Sat  i.  37. 
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by  reason,  and  by  due  regulation,  our  nature  ought  to  con* 
duct  itself.  Bat  sineCi  tl^ough  alo(h|  »he  too  often  departs 
from  reason,  many  laws  wero,  long  ago^  enacted  for  ber  use  i 
and,  latterly,  a  divine  rule  has  been  promulgated  by  St  Bene« 
diet,  to  bring  back  the  deviations  of  nature  to  reason,  la 
tliis^  though  some  things  are  contained  the  design  of  which  I 
cannot  fathom,  yet  I  deem  it  necessary  to  yield  to  autliority. 
Aiid  though  reason  and  the  authority  of  the  holy  writers 
may  seem  at  variance,  yet  still  they  ai*e  one  and  the  aume. 
For  since  God  hath  created  and  restored  nothing  without 
reason,  bow  can  I  believe  that  the  holy  fathers^  no  doubt 
strict  followers  of  God,  could  command  anything  but  what 
%Yas  reasonable,  as  if  we  ought  to  give  credit  to  their  bare 
authority.  See  tlien  that  you  bring  reai?on,  or  at  leu.^t  autho- 
rity, for  what  you  devise ;  although  no  great  credit  .should  ' 
be  given  to  what  is  merely  suppoited  by  human  reason,  be- 
cause it  may  be  combated  with  arguments  equally  forcible. 
Therefore  from  that  rule,  which,  equally  supported  by  reason 
and  autliority,  appears  as  if  dictated  by  the  i^pirit  of  all  just 
persons,  produce  precedents,  which  if  you  fail  to  do,  in  vain  • 
sliuU  }  uu  profess  his  rule,  whose  regulations  you  diadaiu  tu 
coiijply  with.** 

Sentiments  of  this  kind,  spreading  as  usual  from  one  to 
another,  justly  moved  the  hearts  of  such  us  feared  God, 
lest  haply  they  should  or  had  run  in  vain."  The  subject^ 
then,  being  canvassed  in  frequent  chapters,  ended  by  bring- 
ing over  the  abbat  himself  to  the  opinion  that  all  8U])erfluona 
mutters  should  be  passed  by,  and  merely  the  essence  of  tho 
rule  be  scrutinized.  Two  of  the  Irateriiity,  fTierefore,  of 
equal  faith  und  learning,  were  elected,  who,  by  vicarious  ex-  ' 
auiination,  were  to  discover  the  int^ntioii  of  the  founder's 
rule  I  and  when  they  hud  discovered  it,  to  jn-opound  it  to  the 
rest.  The  abbat  diligently  endeavoured  to  induce  the  wliolo 
convent  to  give  their  concurrence,  but  as  it  is  difficult  to 
eradicate  from  men's  minds,  what  has  early  taken  root,  since 
tliey  reluctantly  reliiHjuish  the  first  notions  they  have  im- 
bibed,** almost  tlio  whole  of  tliem  refused  to  accept  the  new 
rcgtilations,  l>eeause  tliey  were  attached  to  the  old.  Kighteen 
only,  among  whom  was  Harding,  otherwise  called  Stephen, 
persevering  in  their  holy  determination,  together  with  their 
abbat,  left  tho  monastery,  dcclariii^'  that  the  purity  of  the  - 
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Institution  eonld  not  be  presfsnred  la  a  plae^  where  lielies 
and  gluttony  wnired  against  even  the  heart  that  was  well  in* 
elinc^.  Tlicy  came  therefor^  to  Citeaux;  a  situation  for- 
merly covered  with  woo<ls  but  now  so  conspicuous  Iroin  the 
abiMi'laiit  piety  of  \U  monk?*,  that  it  13  not  imdi'sei  vccTlj 
CateiMiit'd  ct>n>eii>us  of  the  Divinity  himself.  Here,  by  the 
oouutiiiiancc  of  the  archbisliop  of  Yienhc,  who  is  now  pope^ 
they  entered  on  a  labour  worthy  to  be  remembered  ahU  vene- 
rated to  the  end  of  tiine« 

Certainly  many  of  their  regulations  seem  severe,  and  more 
particularly  these:  they  wear  nothing  made  with  furs  or 
linen,  nor  even  that  finely  spim  Iuk  n  j^mnicnt,  wl  ii  h  we 
call  Staininium;*  neitluT  bneclies,  unless  wluti  .sent  on  n 
journey,  which  at  their  return  tliey  wash  and  restore.  Tliey 
have  two  tunics  with  cowls,  but  no  additional  garment  in  win- 
ter,  tliough,  if  they  think  fit,  in  summer  they  may  ligliten  their 
garb.    They  sleep  clad  and  giinledi  and  never  after  matins 
return  to  their  beds :  but  they  so  order  the  time  of  matins 
that  it  shall  he  light  ere  the  hunLn'!'  begin  ;  so  intent  are  they 
on  tlieir  rule,  that  they  think  no  jot  or  tittle  of  it  shouh!  !>c 
diHregarthnl.     Directly  after  tliese  hymns  they  sing  the 
prime,  after  which  they  go  out  to  work  for  stated  hours.' 
Tiiey  complete  whatever  lui)our  or  service  they  have  to  per- 
form by  day  without  any  other  light    No  one  is  ever  al^tent 
'  from  the  daily  services,  or  from  complines,  except  the  sick. 
The  cellarer  and  huijjitaller,  after  complines,  wait  upon  tlie 
pue-^ts,  yet  olj.^erving  the  «triet(st  silence.    The  abbat  allows 
iiini^elf  no  inthilLrmee  beyontl  the  others, — every  where  pre- 
sent,— every  where  attending  to  his  liock ;  except  that  he 
does  not  eat  with  the  rest,  because  his  table  is  with  the 
strangers  and  the  poor.    Nevertheless,  be  he  where  he  may, 
he  is  equally  sparing  of  food  and  of  speech ;  for  never  more 
than  two  dishes  are  served  either  to  him  orto  his  company ;  lard 
and  nieat  never  but  to  the  sick.    From  the  Mes  of  Septeni- 
h(T  till  Easter,  through  regard  for  whatever  festival,  they  do 
not  take  more  than  one  meal  a  day,  except  on  Sunday.  'Jlicy 
never  the  leave  the  cloister  but  for  the  pur[iose  of  labour,  ' 
nor  dp  they  ever  speak,  either  there  or  elsewhere,  save  only 
to  the  abbat  or  prior.    They  pay  unwearied  attention  to  the 

•  A  kind  of  woollen  sliirt. 

t  The  concludiu^  ^>:>aiui:*  of  the  matin  licrvice. 
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canonical*  8eryice.%  making  no  addition  to  them  except  tho 

vigil  for  the  defunct.  They  use  in  their  divine  service  the 
Ambrobian  chants  f  and  hymns,  as  far  as  they  were  able  to 
learn  them  at  Milan.  While  they  bestow  care  on  the  stran- 
ger and  the  sick,  they  inflict  intolei*able  mortificatiooa  on 
their  own  bo^e9»  for  the  health  of  their  souls. 

The  abbat,  at  firsts  both  encountered  these  privations  with 
much  fdacrity  himself  and  compelled  the  rest  to  do  the  same. 
In  process  of  time,  however,  the  man  repented;}:  h(3  had 
been  delicately  brouprht  up,  and  could  not  well  Uar  «uch 
continued  scantiness  of  diet.  The  monks,  whom  he  luid  left 
at  ^lolcsmc:^,  getting  scent  of  thi.s  dispusitioiiy  either  by  mes* 
sages  or  letters,  for  it  is  uncertain  which|  drew  him  back  to 
the  monastery,  by  his  obedience  to  the  pope,  for  such  was 
their  pretext:  compelling  him  to  a  measure  to  which  he 'was 
already  extremely  well-disposed.  For,  as  if  wearied  out 
by  the  pertinacity  of  their  entreaties,  lie  left  the  nurrow 
coiiliii' s  of  poverty,  and  resought  liis  former  magniiicence. 
Ail  followed  him  from  Citeaux,  who  had  gone  thither  with 
him,  except  eight.  Tiiese,  few  in  number  but  great  in  virtue, 
appointed  Alberic,  one  of  their  party,  abbat,  and  Stephen 
prior.    Tlie  former  not  surviving  moi*e  than  eight  years  was, 

*  at  the  will  of  heaven,  happily  called  away.  Then,  doubt* 
less  by  God's  appointment,  Stephen  tliou;^h  absent  was 
elected  abbat ;  the  original  contriver  of  the  whole  scheme  ; 
the  I  special  and  celebrated  ornament  of  our  times.  Sixteen 
abbeys  vvluch  he  has  already  completed,  and  seven  which  h« 

.  has  begun,  are  suificient  testimonies  of  liis  abundant  merit. 
Thus,  by  the  resounding  trumpet  of  God,  he  directs  the  ' 
|K^ople  around  him,  both  by  word  and  deed,  to  heaven ;  act- 
ing fully  up  to  his  own  precepts ;  affable  in  speech,  pleasant 
in  look,  and  with  u  mind  always  njoicing  in  the  Lord. 

*  The  Horse,  or  canonical  services,  were  mutina,  primca,  tierce,  sextA, 
noncii,  vciiperA,  and  conipliiicb* 

f  The  AmbroBian  ritual  pievailed  pretty  generally  till  the  time  of 
Cliarlcma;;nc,  who  adopted  the  Giegorianl  Dumadus  c.  1 )  has  a 

*  curioui  account  of  an  experiment,  on  the  result  of  which  was  founded 
the  general  reception  of  the  hitter,  and  the  confining  the  former  chiefiy  to 
Milan,  the  church  of  St.  Ambrose. 

J  The  learned  Mabillon  appears  much  dij*pleasc(l  with  Malmeshury,  for 
the  motI\  (  '4  here  assiigned  tor  abbat  lioberi*s  quitting  Citeaux.  Vide  Ann. 
BeneUiiitiuur. 
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UoDce,  openl79  thai  noble  jojr  of  ooimteiuuioe  {  heaee^ 
aeeredy^  that  eompunetkMi,  coming  from  above  i  becauae^ 
dedpifling  this  state  of  a  sojottrner,  he  CQtutantly  desires  to 

be  iu  a  place  of  rest    For  theae  causes  he  is  beloved  hy  all ; 
•'For  God  graciously  imparts  to  the  uiindi  of  other  men  a 
love  for  tliat  man  whom  lie  love:j.*    Wherefore  the  inhabit- 
ant of  that  country  esteems  himself  happy  it,  tlirough  biB 
hands,  he  can  transmit  his  wealth  to  God.   He  receives 
much,  indeed,  but  expending  little  *on  liis  own  want%  or 
those  of  his  flock,  he  distributes  the  rest  to  the  poor,  or  em- 
ploys it  immedttttely  on  the  building  of  monasteries  ;  for  the 
purseot' StL'plieii  is  the  public  tic  usury  of  the  indigent.  A  proof 
of  his  abatini'nce  is*  tliat  you  see  notiiing  there,  ua  iu  uliier 
monasteries,  tiuniing  with  goUl,  blazing  witli  jewels,  or  gUt- 
tering  with  silver.    For  as  a  Gentile  says,  '^Of  what  use  is 
gold  to  a  saint       We  think  it  not  enough  ia  our  holy  vases^ 
unless  the  ponderous  metal  be  eclipsed  by  pi*ecious  stones ; 
by  the  flame  of  the  topaz,  the  violet  of  the  amethyst,  and 
tlic  green  shade  of  the  einerald:  unless  the  sacerdotal  rubes 
wjintoa  witli  gohl ;  and  unless  the  walls  prlisten  witli  various 
coloured  paititings,  and  throw  tlie  n'fU*xi(jn  oi'  iim  sun's  rays 
upon  the  ceiling.    These  men,  however,  placing  tliosc  things 
which  mortals  foolishly  esteem  the  iirst,  only  in  a  secondary 
)>oint  of  view,  give  all  their  diligence  to  improve  their  morals, 
and  love  pure  minda,more  tlian  glittering  vestments ;  knowing 
that  the  best  remuneration  for  doing  well,  is  to  enjoy  a  clear 
conscience.    Moreover,  if  at  any  time  the  laudable  kindness 
of  the  ubbat  either  desires,  or  feigns  a  desire,  to  modify 
aught  from  the.  striet  letter  of  the  rule,  they  are  ready  to 
0[»pose  such  indulgence,  saying,  that  they  have  no  long  time 
to  Hve,  nor  shall  they  continue  to  exist  so  long  as  they  have 
already  done;  that  they  hope  to  remain  stedfast  in  their,  pur 
pose  to  the  end,  and  to  be  an  example  to  their  successors, 
who  win  transgress  if  they  should  give  way.   And,  indeed, 
through  human  weakness,  the  perpetual  law  of  wliich  is  that 
nutliing  attained,  even  by  the  greatest  labour,  can  long  re- 
main unchanged,  it  will  he  6o,    But  to  comprise,  briefly,  all 
tilings  which  are  or  can  bo  said  of  them, — the  Cistertiuu 
monks  at  tlie  present  day  are  a  model  for  all  monks,  a  mirror 
ibr  the  diligent,  a  spur  to  the  indolent. 
At  this  time  thiee  sees  in  England  were  transferred  fran 
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their  ancient  situations ;  Wells  to  Batb|  hy  John ;  Chester  to 
Coventry,  by  Bobert;  Thetford  to  Norwich,  by  Herberts  all 
through  greater  ambition^  than  ought  to  liave  influenced  men 
of  suck  eminence.  FinaUy,  to  apeak  of  the  last  first :  Herbert^ 
from  his  skill  in  adulation^  suiiiamed  Losinga,*  was  first  abb^it 
of  Kanisey,  and  then  purchased  the.  bishopric  of  Thetlbril, 
wlnlii  his  iiitlier,  Ivubeit,  surnamed  as  himself,  was  iiitruUcd 
on  tiie  abbey  of  Winchester.  Tliis  laau,  then,  was  the  great 
source  of  simony  in  England;  having  craiUly  procured  hy 
means  of  liis  wealtli,  both  an  abbey  and  a  bishopric*  Fur 
he  hood-winked  the  king's  solicitude  for  the  church  by  his 
money,  and  whisf^pered  great  promises  to  secure  the  favour 
of  the  nobility:  wheucc  a  yocl  of  ihudc  timc;i  aJiniiably 
observes, 

^  A  monster  in  the  church  firom  Losing  rose. 

Base  Simon's    ct,  the  canons  to  oppo^t*. 

Peter,  thuuVt  slow;  see  Simon  soars  ou  ))i;;h; 

If  i)ros(  nt,  soon  thouM^st  hurl  him  from  the  tky.t 

Oh  grjL't,  tiic  t'liurcli  is  let  to  .sordid  hire, 
The  son  a  l)i.siiop,  nbbat  is  the  sire. 
All  may  l>e  hoped  Irom  gold's  prevailing;  buay, 
Which  govcrii:i  all  things;  gives  and  takes  away; 
Makes  btsbops,  abbats,  baaely  in  a  day." 

Future  repentance^  however,  atoned  for  the  errors  of  his 
jouth:  he  went  to  Koine,  when  he  was  of  a  more  serious 
age,  and  there  resigning  the  staff  and  ring  wliich  he  had 
lu^quired  by  simony,  had  them  restored  through  the  indulg- 
ence of  that  most  lacreiful  see ;  tor  the  Uoiiiana  regard  it 
both  as  more  holy  and  more  fitting,  that  the  dints  i'vom  each 
church  should  rather  come  into  their  own  puI^^^  tliaii  bo 
subservient  to  the  use  of  any  kin;;  wiiatever.  Herbert  thus 
returning  home,  removed  the  episcopal  see,  which  had  for* 
merly  been  at  Ilehnliam,  and  was  then  at  Tiietfoj*d,  to  a 
town,  celebrated  for  its  trade  and  piipulousness,  called.  Nor* 
vrich.  Here  he  settled  a  congregation  of  monks,  famous  for 
their  numbers  and  their  morals;  purohasing  everythin;^  i'ur 
them  out  of  liis  privute  fortune.  For,  Imving  au  eye  to  the 
probable  complaints  of  Ins  succes^orsi  ho  gave  nono  of  the 

•  From  the  French  "  Inscngc,"  adulation. 

f  Alluding  to  the  legend  of  St.  Peter  and  Simon  Magnus ;  who  having 
undertaken  by  means  of  enchantment,  to  fly,  wais,  by  the  adjuration  of  St 
X'etcr^  dashed  to  Uie  earth  and  killed.  Vide  Fobritius^  Codex  Apocrypbui. 
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eplaeopfll  Isnds  to  the  monasteiy,  lest  they  should  depriTO 
tlie  servants  of  Gdd  of  their  subnsteneei  if  they  foond  any 

^ivcn  to  them  which  pertained  to  their  see.  At  Thct- 
fonl,  too,  he  settled  Clugniue  monks,  because  the  members 
of  that  order,  dia^)er^cd  throuGrliout  the  world,  are  rich  in 
worldly  posi^eiwioas,  and  of  distinguished  piety  towards  God« 
Thus,  by  the  great  and  extensive  merit  of  liis  virtues,  he 
shrouded  tlie  multitude  of  his  former  l*ai lings;  and  by  his 
abundant  eloquence  and  learnings  as  well  as  by  his  know* 
ledge  in  secular  alTairs,  he  became  worthy  even  of  the  Ro* 
man  pontificate,  llcrhort  thus  clianircd,  as  Lucan  observes 
of  Curin,  l)t'(  aiuc  the  changer  and  mover  of  all  thin<»s ;  and, 
us  ia  tiic  times  of  this  king,  he  had  been  a  pleader  in  behalf 
of  tfimony,  so  was  lie,  afterwards,  its  most  gtreauons  opposcr; 
nor  did  he  suiFer  that  to  be  done  by  others,  which  he  la- 
mented he  had  ever  himself  done  through  the  presumption 
of  juvenile  ardour:  ever  having  in  his  mouth,  as  they  relate, 
tlic  suyiii^^  of  St.  «Jc'rume,  "  We  have  erred  when  youni^  ;  let 
us  aiaeiul  now  we  arc  old.**  Finally,  who  can  sulliciently 
extol  Ills  conduct,  who,  though  not  a  very  rich  blsliop,  yet 
built  &o  noble  a  monast(?ry ;  in  which  nothing  appears  defec- 
tive either  in  the  beauty  of  the  lofty  edifice,  the  elegance  of 
its  ornaments,  or  in  the  piety  and  universal  charity  of  its 
monks.  Those  things  soothed  him  with  joyful  hope  while 
he  lived,  and  when  dead,  if  repentance  be  not  in  vain,  con- 
ducted him  tu  h(  iiveu.* 

John  was  bishop  of  Wells;  a  native  of  Touraine,  and  an 
approved  i)hysician,  by  practice,  rather  than  education.  On 
the  death  of  the  ahbat  of  Bath,  he  easily  obtained  the  abbey 
•  from  tlie  king,  both  because  all  things  at  court  were  exposed 
to  sale,  and  his  covetousness  seemed  palliated  by  .some  de- 
gree of  reason,  that  so  famed  a  city  might  bo  still  more 
celebrated,  by  becoming  the  see  of  a  bi:ihop.  He  at  first, 
began  to  exercise  his  .severity  against  the  monks,  because 
tliey  were  dull,  and  in  his  e.stimalion,  lKir]):ii  klm?^  ;  taking 
away  all  the  lands  ministering  to  their  subsistence,  and 
furnishing  them  with  but  scanty  provision  by  his  lay  de- 
pendants. .  In  process  of  time,  however,  when  new  monks  . 

*  His  letters,  long  Huppost'il  to  bo  lost,  were  found  by  the  editor  of  this 
work  in  tt  MS.  bi  Nmi^inq  to  the  lUirt^undi.'in  library  at  liru^.-K'U,  uud  hiive 
U-cu  ftiuco  publi^bcd  by  it.  Aiwlruilicr,  bvu.  liruxclli^Ji  lU4dw 
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had  teen  admitted,  be  conducted  himself  with  moie  mild- 
bcm;  and  gave  a  small  portion  of  land  to' the  prior,  bj 
which  he  ml^ht,  in  some  measure^  support  tumseli'  and  his 

inmates.  Ami  although  h(^  had  bej^un  austerely,  yet  many 
things  were  there  by  hira  both  nobly  begun  and  completed, 
in  decorations  /md  in  books ;  and  more  especially,  in  a  selec- 
tion  of  monks,  equally  notable  for  their  learning  and  kind 
office^  But  still  he  could  not,  even  at  his  death,  be  sofltened 
far  enough  totally  to  exonerate  tlie  lauds  from  bondage  i. 
leaving,  in  tins  respect,  an  ex;ample  not  to  be  followed  bj 
liis  successors. 

There  was  in  the  diocese  of  Chester,  a  nioimstcry,  called 
Coventry,  whicli,  as  1  have  before  rchited,  the  most  noble 
earl  Leofric,  with  his  lady  Godiva,  had  built;  so  splendid 
for  its  gold  and  silver,  that  the  very  walls  of  the  church 
seemed  too  scanty  to  receive  the  treasures,  to  the  great 
astonishment  of  the  beholders.    This,  Robert  bishop  of  the 
diocese  eagerly  seized  on,  in  a  manner  by  no  means  epis- 
copal; sttiiliiig  from  the  very  treasures  of  the  church  where- 
with ho  might  fill  the  haiul  of  the  kingf,  bep^uile  the  vigilance 
of  the  pope,  and  gratify  the  coveU>u.->ne>.s  of  the  liomans. 
Continuing  there  many  years,  he  gave  no  proof  of  worth 
whatever;  for,  so  far  from  rescuing  the  nodding  roofs  from 
ruin,  he  wasted  the  sacred  treasures,  and  became  guilty  of 
peculation ;  and  a  bishop  might  have  been  convicted  of  il« 
legal  exactions,  had  an  accuser  been  at  hand,    lie  fed  the' 
monks  oil  miserable  fare,  made  no  attempts  to  excite  in  them 
a  love  for  their  profession,  and  sutfered  them  to  reach  only 
a  very  conunon  degree  of  learning;  lest  he  shouUi  make 
them  delicate  by  sumptuous  living,  or  strictness  of  rule 
and  depth  of  learning  should  s|>irit  them  up  to  oppose 
him.   Contented  therefore  with  rustic  fare,  and  humble 
literary  attainments,  they  deemed  it  cnougli,  if  they  cmld 
only  five  in  peace.    Moreover,  at  his  death,  paying  little 
attention  to  the  dictates  of  the  canons,  by  wliich  it  is 
enacted,  that  bishops  ought  to  be  buried  in  tlieir  cathe- 
drals, ho  commanded  himself  to  be  interred,  not  at  Chester, 
but  at  Ck>ventry;  leaving  to  his  successors  by  such  a  de- 
cision, the  task,  not  of  claiming  what  was  not  due  to  them, 
but  as  it  were,  of  vindicating  their  proper  right. 

Here^  while  speaking  of  the  times  of  William,  I  should  be 
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induce/1  to  relate  the  translation  of  the  most  excellent  Auji^ug- 
tine,  tlie  apa^tle  of  the  ]Cn;^li.sh  and  of  his  companion.s,  had 
not'  the  talents  of  the  learned  Joseelyn,  anticipates!  nie  :*  of 
Joscelyn,  who  being  a  monk  of  St.  liertiii|  ibrmerly  came 
•  to  England  with  Herman  bishop  of  Salisbury,  skilled  t^qiiaUy 
in  literature  and  music    For  a  considerable  time  lie  visited 
the  cathedrals  and  abbeys,  and  left  proofs  of  uncuuinion 
It^arain^'  in  many  places  ;  he  \vm  second  to  none  afti-r  nude 
in  the  celebration  of  the  ICnglish  huints  ;  next  to  ()sl>i»rnef 
too,  he  bore  away  the  palm  in  music.    Moreover  lie  wrote 
innumerable  lives  of  modern  saints,  and  rciitored,  in  an  ele- 
gant manner,  such  of  those  of  the  ancients  as  had  been  lost 
through  the  confusion  of  the  times,  or  bad  been  carelessly 
edited.   lie  also  so  exquisitely  wnmght  the  process  of  tills 
translation,  that  he  may  be  said  to  have  realized  it  to  the 
present  race,  and  given'  a  viijw  of  it  lo  posterity,  Hi^ppy 
that  tonj^ue,  which  ministered  to  so  many  saints  !  ha}4>y  that 
voice,  wliich  poured  fortli  such  iiu'lody  !  more  espeeially  as 
in  his  life,  his  probity  equalled  bis  iearuiug.    But,  as  I  have 
hitherto  recorded  disgraceful  transactions  of  certain  bishopsi, 
I  will  introduce  others  of  ditfei^ent  lives  and  disjiositionab 
who  were  in  being  at  the  same  time ;  tluit  our  age  may  not 
be  said  to  Imvo  grown  so  negligent  as  not  to  produce  one 
{tingle  saint.    Sueli  as  are  tle^irous,  may  find  this  promise 
c  iiipletecl  in  a  subs(  (|ueut  book,  alter  the  narrative  uf  king 
ILcury's  transactions. 

CHAP.  IL 

TjW  Expediiion  to  Jermakm.  [juH.  1095—1105:] 

I  SHALL  now  describe  the  expedition  to  Jerusalem,  relating 
in  my  own  words  what  was  seen  and  endured  by  others. 
Besides  too^  as  opportunity  oifers,  I  shall  select  from  ancient 
writers,  accounts  of  tlie  situation  and  richea  of  ConstanU* 
nople,  Antioch,  and  Jerusalem ;  in  order  that  he  who  is  un* 

*  Joscelyii's  "  Life  iiiid  Translation  of  St.  Augustine"  is  printed  in  th« 
Acta  Siinctor.  Antwerp,  2(>  Maii."    See  the  Preface  to  licdu,  p.  xxxix. 
t  Anotlicr  famous  writer  of  Lives  of  Saints,  several  of  wliich  cxij»t  bUU 
iaM& 
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acqnatnted  with  these  matters,  anil  meets  with  this  work, 
may  have  something  to  communicate  to  others.  But  for 
such  a  relation  there  needs  a  more  fenrent  spirif^  in  order 
to  complete  effectually,  what  I  b^in  with  such  pleasure. 
Invoking,  therefore*  the  Divinity^  as  is  usual,  I  begin  as 
follows.  • 

In  the  year  of  the  incarnation  1095,  pope  Urhan  the 
seeontl,  who  then  liUed  tlie  papal  throne,  passing  the  Alps,  ' 
came  into  France.  The  ostensible  cause  of  liis  journey,  was, 
that,  being  driven  from  home  by  the  violence  of  Guibert,  ho 
might  prevail  on  the  churches  on  this  side  of  tlie  mountains  to 
acknowledge  hinu  His  more  secret  intention  was  not  so  well 
kno^vn  ;  this  was,  by  Boamund's  advice,  to  excite  almost  the 
whole  of  Europe  to  undertake  an  expedition  into  Asia  ;  that 
in  sucli  a  general  commotion  of  all  countries,  auxiliari(  i 
might  easily  be  engaged,  by  whose  means  both  Urban  miglit 
obtain  Kouk' ;  and  Boamund,  Illyria  and  Macedonia.  For 
C^uiM  uril,  liiA  lather,  had  conrpicrcd  those  countries  from 
Alexius,  and  also  all  the  territory  extending  from  Uurozzo  . 
to  Thessaloniea ;  wherefore  BuanuiiuT  claimed  them  as  Ids 
due,  since  he  obtained  not  the  inheritance  of  Apulia,  which 
bis  father  had  given  to  his  }  uunger  son,  llogcr.  Still 
nevertheless,  whatever  might  be  tlie  cause  of  Urban's  journey, 
it  turned  out  of  great  nnd  singular  udvauta^c.  to  the  Christitm 
world.  A  council,  thcrefDre,  was  nsseniblod  at  Clcnnuat,* 
which  is  the  most  nuted  city  of  Auvergne.  The  number  of 
bishops  and  abbats  was  three  hundred  and  ten.  Here  at 
first,  during  several  days,  Ji  long  discussion  was  carried  oa 
concerning  the  catholic  faith,  and  the  establishing  peace 
among  contending  parties*!  addition  to  those  crimes 

in  which  every  one  indulged,  all,  on  this  side  of  the  Alps, 
had  arrived  at  such  a  calamitous  stat(^,  as  to  take  i  ach  other 
captive  ou  little  or  no  pretence  ;  nor  were  they  bulFered  to, 

*  "The  council  of  Clermont,  in  Auvergne,  continued  from  18Ch  to  28th ' 
of  Nov.  A.D.  101)5;  wherein  the  decrees  of  the  connciU  held  by  pope 
Urban  at  Melfop  Benevento,  Truie,  und  l^laii^mcc,  were  confimieu,  and 
many  new  canons  made.  Mulmc»l)urv*8  is  perhaps  the  best  account  now 
known  oH  tluit  celebrated  council.  See  the  acts  of  the  council  of  Clcr- 
inont ;  Conc.tom.  xii.  p.  829,  &lc** — Hiiinv. 

t  The  practice  of  private  wow  ;  for  an  account  of  wliich,  «ce  RobcrUon'n 
iii&t.  of  Churl ctt  V.  vol.  i. 
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go  free,  uulori^  ransomed  at  an  enorinon.*?  price.    Again  too,  ' 
the  biiakc  of  simony  had  8o  reared  her  slippery  crest,  and 
cherished,  with  poisonous  wurnitti,  her  deadly  eggs,  that  the 
whole  world  became  infected  with  her  mortal  liis^ng,  and 
tainted  the  honours  of  the  church.    At  that  time,  I  wiU  not 
fiajr  bUhops  to  their  sees  merely,  but  none  aspired  even  to 
any  ecclesiastical  degree,  except  by  the  influence  of  moncjr. 
Tlien  too,  many  persons  patting  away  their  lawful  wives, 
procured  divorces,  and  invaded  tlie  marriage-couch  of  othtTH. 
AVlierefore,  us  in  both  those  eases,  there  was  a  mixed  multi- 
tude of  olfenders,  the  names  of  bomc  powerful  persons  were 
singled  out  for  punishment.    Not  to  be  tedious»  I  will  sub- 
join the  result  of  the  whole  council^  abbreviating  some  parttf^ 
in  my  own  language. 

In  a  council  at  Clermont^  in  tlie  presence  of  popo  Urban, 
tlu  .se  articles  were  enacted.  "  That  tlie  catholic  church 
shall  he  pure  in  I'aitli  ;  iViu;  from  all  servitude  :  that  bishops, 
or  ahl>at«i,  or  cL  i^y  ut  any  rank,  shall  receive  no  ecclesiasti- 
cal dignity  from  the  hand  of  jn'inces,  or  of  any  of  the  laity: 
lliut  clergymen  shall  not  hold  prebends  in  two  churches  or 
cities :  that  no  one  shall  he  bishop  and  abbat  at  the  sr.me 
time :  that  ecclesiastical  dignities  aluiU  be  bought  and  .sold 
by  no  one :  that  no  person  in  holy  orders  shall  be  guilty  of 
carnal  intercourse  :  tlmt  such  as  not  knowing  the  canonical 
pruhibition  liad  j)tircha5(jd  caiionrics,  should  be  pardoned  : 
bat  tliat  they  bhould  be  taken  from  such  as  knew  they  pus- 
besL(l  them  by  their  own  purchase,  or  that  of  their  pni cuts  : 
that  no  layman  from  Asli-Wednesday,  no  clergyman  from 
Quadragesima,  to  Easter,  shall  eat  flesh  :  that,  at  all  tiiacs, 
tiie  llr;^t  fast  of  the  Ember  Weeks,  should  be  in  the  lirst 
week  of  Lent :  that  orders  should  be  conferred,  at  all  tiriea^ 
on  the  evening  of  Saturday,  or  on  a  Sunday,  continuing  f  ist-> 
in<^  :*  that  on  Easter-eve,  service  should  not  be  ceh^hn  ted 
till  after  the  ninth  hour  :  that  the  second  last  .shunM  be 
observed  in  the  week  of  Pentecost  ;  that  from  our  Lord's 
Advent,  to  the  octave  of  the  Epiphany  ;  from  Sepiuagcsima 
to  the  octaves  of  Easter  ;  from  the  first  day  of  the  Uogations 

•  Iforderii  could  not  be  completi^y  coiiicrrcd  uii  SiilurJiiy,  the  i^efc- 
mony  mii^Ui  be  |>crfonned  on  Sunday  ;  anil  the*  luirtics  continuing  to  fa^iu 
.  the  two  days  were  consiidcrcd  as  one  only.-^DuuANOw 
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to  the  oetATea  of  Fontecost  $  mi  from,  the  fourth  day  of  the 

week  at  sunset,  at  all  times,  to  the  second  day  in  the  follow- 
in!^  week  at  sunrise,  the  Truce  of  God  be  observed  that 
whoever  laid  violent  han  Js  on  a  bishop  should  be  exeoinnm- 
nieatcd  :  that  whoever  laid  violent  hands  on  elergymen  or 
their  Bcrvants  should  be  accursed  :  that  whoever  acl/cd  the 
goodd  of  bishops  or  clergymen  at  their  deaths,  should  be 
accursed  t  that  whoever  murried  a  reliition^  even  in  the  sixth 
degree  of  consanguinity,  should  be  accursed ;  that  none 
should  bo  chosen  bi.sh<»p,  except  a  priest,  dea<'on,  or  sub- 
deaeon  who  was  of  iiuliie  descent,  unless  under  pressing 
necessity,  and  licence  from  the  pope  :  that  the  sons  of  priests 
and  concubines  should  not  be  advanced  to  the  priesthood, 
unless  they  first  made  their  vow  :  that  whosi/ever  iled  to  the 
church,  or  the  cross,  should^  being  insured  from  loss  of  limb, 
be  delivered  up  to  justice  ;  or  if  innocent,  bp  relcasi*d  :  that 
every  church  should  enjoy  its  own  tithes,  nor  pass  them 
away  to  another :  that  laymen  should  neither  buy  nor  sell 
tithes;  that  no  fee  should  be  demanded  for  the  burial  of  the 
de4id.  In  tlnseomieil  tlic  pope  exeoninnnncated  Philip,  ]<'\n^^ 
of  France,  and  all  who  called  him  king  or  lord,  and  obeyed 
or  s[Kjke  to  him,  unless  for  the  purpose  of  correcting  him :  in 
like  manner  too  his  accursed  consort,  and  all  who  called  her 
qucsen  or  lady,  till  they  so  far  reformed  as  to  separate  from 
each  other:  and  also  Quibert  of  Kavenna,  who  calls  him- 
8olf  po]ie :  and  Henry,  emperor  of  Germany,  who  sup^iorts 
him." 

Afterwards,  a  clear  and  forcible  discourse,  such  as  should 
come  from  a  ])nest,  was  addressed  to  tiie  people,  on  the  sub- 
ject of  an  expedition  of  the  Ciiristians,  against  the  Turks. 
This  I  have  thought  lit  to  transmit  to  iK>stcrity,  m  i  have 
learned  it  from  those  who  were  present,  preserving  its 
sense  unimpaired.  For  who  can  preserve  the  force  of 
that  eloquence?  We  shall  bo  fortunate,  if,  trending  an 
adjacent  path,  we  come  even  by  a  circuitous  voute  to  its 
meaning. 

•  Tl»e  Truce  of  God,  was  so  called  from  the  e:igcnies8  with  which  Us 
first  |iro|>OH;d  was  received  hy  the  wiHcriji^'  people  of  every  ilej'rce  :  dnrinj^. 
the  time  it  enduretl,  no  one  tluivtl  infim^e  it,  by  attacking  his  fellow:},  beo 
I>u  Cunge  :  and  llobert8oh*8  Charles  V.  vul.  i.  It  wiu*  blamed  by  somo 
bittbort  ai  fiuiiiiiluiig  an  occuiiion  of  perjury^  and  was  tejioeUsd     the  Nor* 
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«*Yo!i  rccallect,"'*  saiA  he,  •*my  dearest  brethren,  many 

things  which  have  been  decreed  for  you,  at  this  time  ;  some 
matters,  in  our  couueil,  commanded  ;  others  inhibited.  A 
rude  and  confused  chaos  of  criine^i  required  the  deliberation 
of  many  days ;  an  inveterate  malady  demanded  a  sharp 
remedy.  Far  wlitlo  we  give  unbounded  scope  to  our 
clemency»  oar  papal  ofliee  finds  numberless  matters  to 
jiroHcribe;  none  to  8pni*c  But  it  has  hitherto  arisen 
from  human  frailty,  that  you  have  erred,  and  that, 
(Icceiviid  by  the  sijeeiuiisiiess  of  vie(»,  you  have  exasperated 
the  h)ni^  sutferin^j;  of  God,  by  too  li^rhtly  regarding  his 
iorheurauee.  It  has  arisen,  too  from  huuiaa  wantonuess, 
tliat,  disregarding  lawful  wedlock,  you  have  not  duly 
^considered  the  heitiousness  of  adultery.  From  too  great 
covetousness  also,  it  has  arisen,  that,  as  opportunity  offered, 
making  enptive  your  ht'ethren,  bought  by  the  same  great 
price,  you  have  outrageously  extorted  from  theia  their 
wealth.  To  you,  however,  how  sulVering  this  perdous 
shipwreck  of  sin,  a  secure  haven  of  rest  is  offered, 
uidess  you  negUurt  it.  A  station  of  perpetual  safety  will 
be  awarded  you^  for  the  exertion  of  a  trilling  labour  against 
the  Turks.  Compare,  now,  the  lalMinrs  whieh  you  underwent 
in  the  praetice  of  wiekedness,  and  those  whieh  you  will 
eneonnter  in  the  undertaking  I  advise.  The  intention  of 
eoimuitting  adultery,  or  rtiurder,  begets  many  fears  ;  lor,  tiB 
Solo[ji;in  Hays,  *T}iere  is  nothiii*^  more  timid  than  guilt:* 
many  laboins  ;  fur  wiiat  is  more  loilsuiiie  than  wiekedness? 
I5iit,  <  lie  who  walks  uprightly,  walks  securely.'-  Uf  these 
labours,  of  these  iears,  the  end  was  sin  ;  the  wtiges  of  sin  is 
death ;  the  death  of  sinners  is  most  dreadful.  Now  the  same 
labours  and  apprehensions  are  iHiqulrcd  from  you,  for  a  lietter 
consideration.  The  cause  of  these  labours,  will  be  charity ; 
if  thus  Avai  ned  by  the  command  of  God,  you  lay  down  your 
lives  for  the  brethren :  the  wages  of  charity  will  be  the  grace 
of  God  ;  the  graeit  of  God  is  followed  by  eternal  Hie.  Go 
then  prosperously  :  Go,  thtm,  witli  contidence,  to  attack  the 
enemies  of  God.    For  they  long  since,  oh  sad  reproach  to 

mans,  iis  contrary  to  their  privileges.   The  TrttC4  of  God  was  fint  cata-  \ 

.  bllslu  il  in  Ai(uitainc,  lo;i*J. 

•  There  arc  other  orations,  said  to  have  been  delivered  hy  Urban  in  this 
council,  roniainin;; ;  aiul  I/Ahhc  (Concil.  T.  x.)  has  printed  oao  Uom  S 
Vatican  MS. ;  but  they  are  all  very  inferior  to  Mulnicsliury. 

•* 

I 
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Christians  !  have  seized  Syria,  Armenia,  and  lastly,  all  Asia 
Minor,  the  provinces  of  wliich  are  Bithynia,  Phrygia, 
Galatia,  Lydia,  Caria,  Famphylia,  Isauria,  Lycia,  Cilicia; 
and,  now  they  insolently  domineer  over  lUyricum,  and  all 
the  hither  countries,  even  to  the  sea  wliich  is  called  the 
Straits  of  St.  George.   Nay,  they  usurp  even  the  sepulclire 
uf  our  Lord,  that  singular  assuiiiiice  of  our  faith  ;  and  sell'' 
to  our  pilgrims  admissions  to  that  city,  wliich  ought,  had 
they  a  trace  of  their  ancient  courage  left,  to  bo  open  to 
Cliristians  only.    This,  alone  might  be  enough  to  cloud  our 
brows;  but  now,  who  except  the  most  abandoned,  or  the 
most  envious  of  Christian  reputation,  can  endure  that  we  do 
not  divide  the  world  equally  with  them  ?  .They  inhabit  Asia, 
the  third  portion  of  the  world,  us  tlieir  native  soil,  which  was' 
justly  esteemed  hy  our  aiieestor.s  equal,  by  the  extent  of  its' 
tracts  and  grcutuess  of  its  provinces,  to  the  two  remaining 
parts.    There,  formerly,  sprang  up  the  first  germs  of  our 
faith  I  there,  all  the  apostles,  exci^pt  two,  consecrated  their 
deaths;  there,  at  the  present  day,  the  Christians,  if  any 
survive,  sustaining  life  by  a  wretched  kind  of  agriculture, 
pay  these  miscreants  tribute,  and  even  witli  stifled  sighs, 
lo:ig  for  the  participation  of  your  liberty,  since  they  have 
lost  their  own.    They  hold  Africa*  also,  another  quarter  of 
the  world,  already  possessed  by  their  arms  for  more  than 
two  hundred  years  ;  which  on  this  account  I  pronounce 
derogatory  to  Christian  honour,  because  that  country  was 
anciently  the  nurse  of  celebrated  geniuses,  who,  by  their 
divine  writings,  will  mock  the  rust  of  antiquity  as  long  as 
there  shall  be  a  person  who  can  relish  Komun  literature  :* 
tlic  learned  know  the  truth  of  what  I  say.    Kurope,  the 
third  portion  of  the  world  remains ;  of  which,  how  small  a 
part  do  wc  Christians  inhabit  ?  for  who  can  call  all  those 
barbarians  who  dwell  in  remote  islf^nds  of  the  Frozen  Ocean, 
Christians,  since  they  live  after  a  savage  manner  ?  Even 
this  small  portion  of  the  world,  belouging  to  us,  is  oppi'ossed 
by  the  Turks  mul  Saracens.    Thus  for  Xhvon  huniheU  years, 
Spain  and  the  Balearic  isles  liav<^  been  subjui^ated  to  them, 
and  tho  possession  of  the  remainder  is  ea^^erly  anticipated 
by  feeble  men,  who,  not  having  courage  to  eiv/iv^a  in  close 
encounter,  love  a  flying  mode  of  warfare.    For  the  Turk 
*  lie  oUttdcs  to  St,  AugiuUue  aud  the  fathers  of  the  African  churclu  . 


never  ventures  upon  close  fight ;  but,  when  driven  from  his 
station,  bends  his  bow  at  a  distance,  and  trusts  the  winds 
with  las  meditated  wound ;  and  as  he  lias  poisoned  arrows^ 
veDomi  and  not  valour,  inflicts  the  death. on  the  man  he 
strikes*  Whatever  he  effectSi  then^  I  attribute  to  fortune, 
not  to  courage,  because  he  wars  by  flight,  and  by  poison.  It 

is  apparent  tuu,  that  cvury  race,  l>oru  iu  that  ro^^ion,  being 
scorched  with  tlie  intense  heat  of  the  sun,  abuuml.-)  more  iu 
rcllcxiuii,  than  iu  blood  ;  and,  therefore,  they  avoid  coiuiug 
to  close  quarters,  because  they  are  aware  how  little  blood 
they  possess.  Whereas  the  people  who  are  bom  amid  the 
polar  frosts,  and  distant  from  the  sun's  heat,  are  less  cautious 
indeed ;  but,  elate  from  their  copious  and  luxuriant  flow  of . 
bluo<l,  they  light  with  the  greatest  aUicrity.  You  are  a  nation 
bom  in  the  more  tuuiperate  regions  uf  the  world  ;  who  may 
he  both  prodigal  of  blood,  in  defiance  of  death  and  wounds  ; 
and  arc  not  deficient  in  prudence.  •  For  you  equally  preserve 
good,  conduct  in  camp,  and  are  considerate  in  battle.  Thus 
endued  with  skill  and  with  valour,  you  undertake  a  memora- 
ble expedition.  You  will  be  extolled  throughout  all  ages,  if 
you  rescue  your  brethren  from  danger.  To  those  present,  in 
God's  name,  I  conuuand  thia  ;  to  the  absent  I  enjoin  it.  LfCt 
sueli  as  are  proing  to  light  for  Chnstianity,  put  the  form  of 
.  the  crois  upon  their  garments,  that  they  may,  outwardly, 
demonstrate  the  love  arising  from  their  inward  faith ; 
enjoying  by  the  gift  of  God,  and  the  privilege  of  St.  Peter,, 
absolution  from  all  their  crimes :  let  this  in  the  meantime 
soothe  the  labour  of  their  journey  ;  satisfled  that  they  sliall 
ohtijin,  aiier  death,  the  advantaged  of  a  blessed  martyrduni.  . 
Putting  an  end  to  your  crimes  then,  that  Christians  may 
at  least  live  peaceably  in  these  countries,  go,  and  employ  in 
nobler  warfare,  that  valour,  and  that  sagacity,  which  you 
used  to  waste  in  civil  broils :  Go,  soldiers  every  where 
renowned  in  fame,  go,  and  subdue  these  dastardly  nations. 
Let  the  noted  valour  of  the  French  advance,  which, 
accompanied  by  its  adjoining  nations,  shall  affright  the 
whole  world  by  the  single  terror  of  its  name.  l>ut  why  do 
I  delay  you  longer  by  detrai-ting  from  the  courage  of  tlie 
gentiles  ?  Rather  bring  to  your  recolltiction  the  saying  of 
God,  *  Narrow  is  the  way  which  Iciideth  to  life.*    Be  it  so 

then :  the  track  to  be  followed  is  narrow,  replete  with  death. 
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find  terrible  with  dangers  ;  still  ihia  path  will  lead  to  your 
lost  country.    No  doubt  you  must,  *by  much  tribulation 
enter  into  the  kingdom  of  God.'    Place  then,  before  your 
imagination,  if  you  shall  be  made  captive,  torments  and 
cliains ;  nay^  every  possible  suffering  that  can  be  inflicted. 
Expecl^  for  the  firmness  of  your  faith,  even  horrible  punish* 
ments ;  that  s6,  if  it  be  necessary,  you  may  redeem  your 
souls  at  the  expense  of  your  bodies.    Do  you  fear  death? 
you  men  of  exemplary  courage  and  intrepidity.  Surely 
human  wickedness  can  devise  notliinj^  airainst  you,  worthy 
to  be  put  in  competition  with  heavenly  glory :  for  the 
sufferings  of  the  present  time  are  not  worthy  to  be  compared 
^to  the  glory  which  shall  be  revealed  in  us/  ICnow  ye  not, 
*that  for  men  to  live  is  wretchedness,  and  happiness  to 
die?'    This  doctrine,  if  you  remember,  you  imbibed  with 
your  mother's  milk,  through  the  preaching  of  the  clergy : 
and  this  doctrine  your  ancestorj?,  tlie  niartyrs,  lield  out  by 
example.    Death  sets  free  from  its  filthy  prison  the  human 
soul,  which  then  takes  flight  for  the  mansions  fitted  to  its 
viitues.    Deatli  accelerates  their  country  to  the  good :  death 
cuts  short  the  wickedness  of  the  ungodly.   By  means  of 
death,  then,  the  soul,  made  free,  is  either  soothed  with  joyful 
hope,  or  is  punished  without  farther  a|)prehcnsion  of  worse. 
So  long  as  it  is  fettered  to  the  body,  it  derives  from  it 
•  earthly  contagion ;  or  to  say  more  truly,  is  dead.  For, 
earthly  witli  heavenly,  and  divine  with  mortal^  ill  agree. 
The  soul,  indeed,  even  now,  in  its  state  of  union  with  the 
body,  is  capable  of  great  efforts  ;  it  gives  life  to  its  nistru« 
ment,  secretly  moving  and  animating  it  to  exertions  almast 
beyond  mortal  nature.  But  when,  freed  from  the  clog  which 
drags  it  to  the  earth,  it  regains  its  proper  station,  it  partakes 
of  a  blessed  and  perfect  eneriry,  comniunieating  after  some 
measure  with  the  invisihility  of  the  divine  nature.  Dis- 
cliarging  a  double  oilice,  therefore,  it  ministers  life  to  the 
body  when  it  is  present,  and  the  cause  of  its  change,  when 
it  departs.  You  must  observe  how  pleasantly  the  soul  wakes 
in  the  sleeping  body,  and,  ay)art  from  the  senses,  sees  many 
future  events,  from  the  principle  of  its  relationship  to  the 
Deity.    Why  tl u  n  do  ye  r<'ar  death,  wlio  love  the  repose  of 
sleep,  wliich  re.s<'iiibles  dt  atli  ?    Surely  it.  must  be  madness, 
through  iust  of  a  transitory  life,  to  deny  yourselves  that 
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which  is.etenwL  Batheri  roy  deiircst  brethren^  should  it  so 
happen,  lay  dowii  your  live^  for  the  brotherhoi9d«  Rid  God's  | 
Banctaftiy  of  the  wicked :  expel  the  robbers :  bring  in  the  ] 
pious.  Let  no  We  of  relations  detain  you  ;  for  man's  | 
cUiefcst  love  is  towards  God.  Let  no  attachment  to  your  i 
native  soil  be  an  impediment  5  because,  in  different  points 
ol'  view,  all  the  world  is  exile  to  tlie  Cfiristian,  and  all  the 
workl  his  country.  Thus  exile  is  his  country,  and  his 
country  exile.  Let  none  be  restrained  from  going  by  the 
largeness  of  his  patrimony,  for  a  still  larger  is  promised 
him ;  not  of  such  things  ns  soothe  the  miserable  with  vain 
cxpectiiiioii,  or  flutter  the  indolent  disposition  with  the  mclin 
ndvaiitML^i's  of  wealth,  but  of  such  as  are  shewn  by  pcrpi'tual 
sxainple  and  approved  by  daily  experience.  Yet  these  too 
arc  pleasant,  but  vain,  and  which,  to  such  as  despise  them, 
produce  reward  a  hundred-fold.  These  things  I  publish, 
these  I  command :  and  for  their  eitecution  I  fix  the.  end  of 
the  ensuiii<^  spring.  God  will  be  gracious  to  those  who 
uiulcrtake  this  expedition,  that  they  may  have  a  favourahle 
year,  both  in  abundance  of  produce,  and  in  serenity  of 
Hcason.  Those  wlio  may  die  will  enter  the  mansions  of 
heaven  ;  while  the  living  shall  behold  the  sepulchre  of  the 
Lord.  Ami  what  can  be  greater  happiness,  than  for  a  man, 
in  liis  life-time,  to  see  those  places,  where  the  Lord  of 
heaven  was  conversant  as  a  man  ?  Blessed  are  they,  who^ 
called  to  these  occui)ations,  shaU  inlterit  such  a  recoiniM*nee: 
fortunate  are  those  who  are  led  to  such  a  conllict,  that  they 
may  partake  of  such  rewards.** 

I  iiave  adhered  to  the  tenor  of  this  address,  retaining 
some  few  things  unaltered,  on  account  of  the  truth  of  the  re- 
marks, but  omitting  many.  The  bulk  of  the  auditors  were 
extremely  excited,  and  attested  their  sentiments  by  a  shout; 
plcast*d  with  the  speech,  and  inclined  to  the  pilgrimage.  Ani 
immediately,  in  presence  of  the  council,  some  of  the  nubility, 
falling  down  at  the  knees  of  the  pope,  consecrated  tlieniselvcs 
and  their  property  to  the  service  of  God.  Among  those  was 
Aimar,  the  very  powerful  bishop  of  Puy,  who  afterwards 
ruled  the  army  by  his  prudence,  and  augmented  it  through 
his  eloquence.  In  the  month  of  November,  then,  in  which 
this  council  was  held,  each  departed  to  his  home  :  and  tho 
report  of  this  good  resolutioji  soon  becoming  general,  it 
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gently  wafked  a  cheering  gale  oyer  the  minds  of  the  Chris- 
tians: which  heing  iiniverHally  diffused,  there  was  no  nation 

so  remote,  no  people  so  retired,  as  not  to  contribute  its  j)or- 
tion.    This  ardent  love  not  only  inspired  the  continental 
provinces,  but  even  all  who  had  heard  tlie  name  of  Christ, 
whether  in  the  most  distant  islands,  or  sava^^e  countries. 
The  Welshman  left  his  hunting;  the  Scot  his  fellowship  with 
lice     the  Dane  his  cirinking  party ;  tlie  Nor^vcgian  his  raw 
fish.    Laiids  were  deserted  ol  their  husbandmen  ;  houses  of 
their  inhabitants  ;  even  whole  cities  liiigrated.    There  was 
no  regard  to  relationship  ;  affection  to  their  country  was 
held  in  little  esteem  ;  God  alone  was  placed  befoni  their  eyes. 
Whatever  was  stored  in  granaries,  or  hoarded  in  chambers, 
to  answer  the  hopes  of  the  avaricious  husbandman,  or  the 
covetousness  of  the  miser,  all,  all  was  deserted  ;  they  hun- 
gered and  tlursted  after  Jerusalem  alone.  Joy  attended  such 
as  proceeded  ;  while  grief  oppressed  those  who  remained. 
But  why  do  I  say  remained  ?    You  might  see  the  husband 
departing  with  his  wife,  indeed,  with  all  his  family  ;  you 
would  smile  to  see  tlie  whole  household  laden  on  a  carriage^ 
about  to  proceed  on  their  journey.|    The  road  was  too  nar- 
row for  the  passengers,  the  path  too  confined  for  the  travel- 
lers, so  tliickly  were  tliey  thronged  witli  endless  multitudes. 
The  number  surpassed  all  human  imagination,  though  the 
itinerants  wci'C  estimated  at  six  millions.^    Doubtless,  litiver 
did  so  many  nations  unite  in  one  opinion  ;  never  did  so  ini- 
lueuse  a  impulatiun  subject  their  unruly  passions  to  one,  and 
almost  to  no,  direction.    For  the  strangest  wonder  to  behold 
was,  that  such  a  countless  multitude  marched  graduidly 
tlirough  various  Christian  countries  without  plundering, 
though  there  was  none  to  restrain  them.    MutUal  regard 

•  This  Bjatuitous  insult  on  a  brave  and  noblo  people  ih  unworthy  ft  wri- 
ier  like  William  of  Mulniehbury  ;  but  the  munkisb  iustorians  were  m  tkH- 
cicnt  in  taste  aa  in  style.  The  eloistcr  was  a  useful  seminary  to  teach  the 
ploddinjT  accuracy  which  is  required  tu  write  a  elironicle  ;  but  for  elevatli)» 
of  miad  and  diffusion  of  liberal  sentunent,  it  was  as  inefHcicnt  nn  it  is  still. 

t  The  rustic,  obbervcs  Guibert,  shod  bia  oxen  like  horses,  and  placed  his 
wliole  lamily  on  a  cart;  where  it  wus  umusing  to  bear  the  children,  oil  the 
approach  to  any  laige  town  or  castle^  inquiring^  if  that  weirc  Jcrtuiiluiiu 
Gttlb.  Novigent  Opera,  p.  482. 

t  Fulcher  uayB^  those  who  assumed  tlie  cross  were  estimated  at  that 
number;  but  that  multitudes  returned  home  ere  they  passed  the  sea*  Ful* 
cbcritts  Camoteiisis  ap.  Ge»tu  Del  per  Fruneott^  p. 
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blaied  forth  in  all ;  so  that  if  any  one  found  in  his  possession  ' 
what  he  knew  did  not  belong  to  hinii  he  exposed  it  every-  , 
where  for  several' days  to  be  owned  ;  and  the  desire  of  the 

fiuilv.v  was  fliispcndeil,  till  ^lercliuiico  the  wuatd  ui'  the  loser  » 
miuht  be  repuirccl.* 

Tiie  long-looked  for  month  of  March  was  now  at  hand^ 
when,  the  hoary  garb  of  winter  being  laid  aside^  the  world, 
clad  in  vernal  blooin,  invited  the  pilgrims  to  tlie  eonfines  of 
the  cost ;  nor,  such  was  the  ardour  of  their  minds^  did  they 
seek  delay.  Godfrey,  duke  of  Lorraine,  proceeded  by  way  of 
Hungary  :  second  to  none  in  military  virtue,  and,  descended 
from  the  ancient  lineage  of  Charles  the  Great,  he  inherited 
much  of  Cliarles  both  in  blood  and  in  mind.  He  was  fol- 
lowed by  the  Prisons,  Lorrainers,  Saxons,  and  all  tlie  people 
who  dwell  between  the  Rhine  and  tlie  G  u  cmncf  Uaimund, 
earl  of  St.  Giles,  and  Aimar,  bishop  of  Pny,  nobly  matched 
in  valour,  and  alike  noted  for  spirit  against  the  enemy  and  * 
piety  to  God,  took  the.  route  of  Dahnatia.  Uuder  their 
sluiidard  marclitd  tlio  Goths  and  Gascons,  and  all  the  people 
scaUeied  thruugliout  tiie  Pyrenees  and  the  Alp^.  Before 
them,  by  a  shorter  route,  went  Boiimund,  an  Apulian  by 
residence,  but  a  Norman  by  deisccnt.  For  embarking  at 
Brindisi,  and  landing  at  Durazzo,  he  marched  to  Constanti- 
nople by  roads  with  which  ho  was  well  acquainted.  Under 
his  command,  Italy,  and  the  whole  adjacent  province,  from 
the  Tuscan  sea  to  the  Adriatic,  joined  in  the  war.  All  these 
asscmhling  at  the  stunc  time  at  Constautinople,  partook  some- 
what of  mutual  joy.  Here,  too,  they  fouml  Hugh  the  Great, 
brotlicr  of  Philip,  king  of  France  :  for  having  incoiLsideratelyi 
and  witli  a  few  soldiers,  entered  the  territories  of  the  empe- 
ror, lie  Was  taken  by  his  troops,  and  detained  in  free  custody. 
But  Alexiu?<,  enipiii  or  of  Constantinople,  alarmed  at  the  arri- 
val of  the.se  ehii'fs,  willingly,  but,  as  it  were,  iudueed  by  their 
entreaties,  released  him.  Alexius  was  a  nuui  famed  for  his 
duplicity,  and  never  attempted  any  thing  of  iuiportancc, 
unless  by  stratagem.    Uo  hud  taken  off  Guiscard,  as  I  beioro 

* 

*  However  rejiugnant 'this  rcpreaentation  may  be  to  the  genemlljrre> 
ceivcd  ofiinion,  it  is  that  of  an  cvo-witncas,  when  dcacribiag  the  aimj 
asucmlilcd  at  ConHtantiiuiplc.    Fulch.  Camot.  p. 

t  It  shouUl  probably  be  the  Elbe,  as  he  appca»  to  describe  the  peofla 
of  iiorthera  Gennony, 


Digitized  by  Googl 


866  WIUJAM  OF  MALMESfiUHT.  [^iT.a,l 

•  •  • 

related,  by  poisoti,  and  had  corrupted  bia  wife  by  gold; 
fiikely  promising  by  bis  emissaries  to  marry ,  her.  Again, 
too,  he  aOowed  William^  earl  of  Poitou,  to  be  led  into  an  ^ 

ambush  of  the  Turks,  and,  after  losing  sixty  thousand  sol-  r 
diers,  to  escape  ahiiost  unattended  ;  being  incensed  at  bis  .  \ 
reply,  when  he  refu*«ed  homage  to  the  Greek.    In  after  time,  » 
be  laid  repeated  siiarua  for  Boamuud,  wlio  was  marching  ) 
against  him  to  avenge  the  injuries  of  the  crusaders ;  and  •  I 
when  these  failed  he  bereaved  him  of  his  brpther  Guido,  and  \ 
of  almost  all  his  army  ;  making  use  of  his  usual  arts  cither  \ 
in  poisoning  the  rivers,  or  tlicir  garments  2  but  of  this  here-  ( 
after.    Now,  liowever,  removing  the  iinny  from  the  city,  iind  \ 
inihlly  addressing  the  chiefs,  his  Grecian  eloquence  proved  • 
so  powerful,  that  he  obtained  from  them  all  homage,  and  an 
oath,  that  they  would  form  no  plot  against  him  ;  uud  that  if 
they  could  subdue  the  cities  pertaining  to  lus  empire,  they 
would  restore  tlicm  to  him,  thus  purchuHing  another's  advan* 
tage  at  the  expense  of  their  own  blood.    The  credit  of  main- 
taining his  liberty  appeared  more  estinmble  to  liainiund  ' 
alone  ;  so  that  he  neither  did  homage  to  liim,  nor  took  tlie 
oatli.    Collecting,  then,  all  tlieir  forces,  tliey  made  an  attack 
on  Nicea,  a  city  of  Bithynia:  for  they  chose  to  assault  this 
first,  both  as  it  was  an  obstacle  to  tlie  crusaders,  and  as  they 
were  eager  to  revenge  the  deatli  of  those  pilgrims  who  had 
recently  been  slain  there.    For  one  Walter,  a  distinguished 
8ol(Her,  but.  precipitate,  (for  you  will  scarcely  see  prudence 
and  valour  united  in  the  same  person,  ns  one  retards  what 
the  other  advances,)  incaiitiou.^ly  roaiiiing  around  the  walls, 
had  perished  with  a  numerous  party,  which  Peter  the  hermit 
had  allured,  by  his  ])reaching,  from  their  country. 

Now,  too,  in  the  month  of  September,  liobert  earl 
Normandy,  brother  of  king  William  whose  name  is  prefixed 
to  this  book,  earnestly  desiring  to  enter  on  the  exi>edition, 
had  as  his  companions  Robert  of  Flanders,  and  Stephen  of 
Blois  who  had  manned  his  sister.  They  were  earls  of  noble 
lineage  and  eoin'spunding  valour.  Under  their  command 
were  the  Knglisli  and  Normans,  the  Western  Franks  and 
people  of  Flanders,  and  all  the  tribes  whieh  occupy  the  con- 
tinental tract  from  the  British  Ocean  to  the  Alps.  Proceed- 
ing on  their  journey,  at  Lucca  tliey  found  {iopc  Urban,  who 
being  enraged  at  Guibert,  as  I  have  said,  was^  by  the  assist- 
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ance  of  Matitdfti  eaiTTing  war  into  Italy  and  aroand  the  city 
of  Rome.  He  liad  now  so  far  succeeded  that  the  llomaii 
pcopU^,  ioclinin;^  to  his  party,  were  harassing  that  of  Guibcrt, 
both  by  wurcU  imd  blows ;  nor  did  the  one  faction  spare  the 
othcfi  either  in  tlie  churches  or  in  the  streets,  until  Guibert, 
^bcing  weakest^  left  tho  see  vacant  for  Urban,  and  flod  to 
Germany. 

Of  llome^  formerly  the  mistress  of  the  globe,  but  whieb 
now,  in  comparison  of  its  ancient  state,  appears  u  hiiuiU 
town ;  and  of  the  Uomans,  once  "  Sovereigns  over  all  and  the 
gowned  nation/'*  wiio  are  now  the  most  fickle  of  men,  bar- 
tering ju.*>tice  ibr  gold,  and  dispensing  with  the  canons  for 
money ;  of  this  city  and  its  inimbitants,  I  say,  whatever  I 
mi^'ht  attempt  to  write,  has  been  anticipated  by  the  verses 
of  llildebert,  lirst,  bishop  of  Mans,  and  aftenvards  archbishop 
of  Tours^t  Which  I  insert^  not  to  assume  the  honour 
acquired  by  an^tlicr  nian^s  labour,  but  rather  as  a  proof  of  a 
liberal  miml,  w  hile  not  envying  his  fame,  1  give  te:>tiniony  ta 
hii  ciianning  poetry« 

♦ 

Home,  atill  thy  ruina  gmnd  beyond  coiniMii^ 
Thy  furmcr  greatness  mounifully  «l«H:ltti% 

Though  time  thy  stately  palaces  uround 

llatli  strewed,  and  cant  t)i\  temples  to  the  ground* 

Fall'n  is  the  power,  tlic  power  Araxes  dire 

Ke^rcts  now  gmie,  and  dreaded  when  entire; 
.Which  urn)s  and  laws,  and  cv*n  the  gods  on  high 

Bade  o*er  the  world  assume  the  mastery ; 

Which  Riulty  Coiar  mthcr  had  enjoyed 

Alone,  than  e*er  a  fostering  hand  employed« 
.  Which  gave  to  foes,  to  vice,  to  friends  its  eate» 

Suhdued,  restrained,  or  hade  its  kindne^  share 

This  growing  power  the  holy  fathers  reared, 

Where  near  tlie  stream  the  favVing  Hj)ot  appeared 

From  either  pole,  materials,  artists  meet, 

And  risini;  walls  their  jiroper  Htalioii  grfc  t ; 

Kili^:i  gave  their  tre«u*ureii,  I'av'nng  too  wa:i  fate. 

And  arts  and  rielies  on  the  strueture  wait* 

Vall'n  is  that  city,  whoHe  proud  fame  to  rpaeh, 
- 1  merely  say^   Itome  waa/*  there  faib  my  speech. 

•  Virgil,  iTlneidi.  281. 

t  "  HiUlehert  wiu*  traiihlated  to  Tours,  a.d.  1125,  upon  the  death  of 
Gislebett;  who  died  at  Uonie  about  the  middiv  of  licccmbcffy  1124,  in  the 
tame  week  with  po])e  CaVxtui.  (Ord.  Vit,  lib.  xii.  p.  tta2.)*'— lUfti>Y« 
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Still  neither  time's  decay,  nor  sword,  nor  fire| 

Shall  cause  its  beauty  wholly  to  expire. 

Human  exertions  mised  that  tplendid  Rbme^ 

Which  gods  in  vain  thall  itrive  to  overcome. 

Bid  wealthy  bid  mBrb]e»  and  bid  late  attend, 

And  iratchftt!  artbts  oW  the  labour  bend. 

Still  shall  the  matchless  rain  art  defy 

The  old  to  rival,  or  its  loss  supply. 

Here  gods  themselves  their  BculpturM  forma  admiie^ 

And  only  to  reflect  those  forms  u:>pire  ;  . 

Nature  unable  such  like  gods  to  form,  .  ^  . 

Left  them  to  man's  creative  genius  warm  ;      *  . 

Life  breathes  within  them,  and  the  suppliant  falls. 

Not  to  the  God,  but  statues  in  the  walls. 

City  thrice  blessed  I'wcie  tynints  but  away, 

Or  shame  compelled  them  justice  to  obey. 

Are  not  these  sufTicient  to  point  out  in  such  a  city,  both 
the  dignity  of  its  furiner  adviintages,  and  the  majesty  of  its 
present  ruin  ?  But  that  nothing  may  be  wanting  to  its 
honour,  T  will  nthl  the  numher  of  its  gates,  and  the  multi- 
tude of  its  sacred  relics ;  and  that  no  person  may  complain 
of  his  being  deprived  of  any  knowledge  by  the  obscurity  of 
the  narrative^  the  description  shall  run  in  an  easy  and  fami- 
liar style* 

The  fir?t  is  the  Cornelian  gate,  which  is  now  called  the 
gate  of  St.  Peter,  and  the  Cornelian  Avay.  Near  it  is  situ- 
ated the  church  of  St.  Peter,  in  which  Ins  body  lies,  decked 
witli  gold  and  silver,  and  precious  stones :  and  no  one  knows 
the  number  of  the  holy  martyrs  who  rest  in  that  church.  On 
the  same  way  is  another  churchy  in  which  lie  the  holy 
virgins  Bufina  and  Secunda.  In  a  third  church,  are  Marius  ' 
and  Martha,  and  Audifax  and  Abacuc,  their  sons. 

The  second  is  the  Flaminian  gate,  whieli  is  now  called  the 
gate  of  St.  Valentine,|  and  the  Flamiiiian  way,  and  wlicn  it 
arrives  at  the  Milviau  bridge,  it  takes  the  name  of  tlie  Ea- 
irennanian  way,  because  it  leads  to  Kavenna ;  and  there,  at 
the  first  stone  without  the  gat^  St  Valentine  rests  in  liis 
church. 

The  third  is  called  the  Porcinian|  gate,  and  the  way  the 

•  For  a  very  interesting  account  of  the  w;illa  ami  gules  of  Rome,  bc-e 
Andfew  Luroisden's  ^  Remarks  on  the  Antiquities  of  llome  and  its  Envi- 
rons, London,  4to.  1797." 

t  Kow  called  Porta  del  Popolo,  *  Porta  Tinciana. 
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same  {  bnt  wbere  it  joina  the  Salarian,  it  loses  its  name,  and 

there,  nearly  in  the  spot  which  ia  called  Cucumeria,  lie  the 

martyrs,  Festus,  Johannes,  l^iberalis,  Diogenes,  Blastus,  Lu- 
ciiuL,  aiul  in  one  sepulchre,  the  Two  Hundred  and  &ixty»*  in 
another,  the  Tliirty.  * 

The  iburth  is  the  Salarianf  gate  and  way ;  now  called  St 
Silvester^s.  Here^  near  tlie  road|  lie  St  liermes,  and  St 
VascllSy  and  Prothus,  and  Jacinctus,  Maxilian,  Ilercuhin, 
Crispua;  and,  in  iinothcr  ])luce,  hard  hy,  re^jt  the  holy  mar-' 
tyra  Painpliilus  and  Quirinus,  seventy  steps  beneath  the  sur- 
face. Next  iii  the  ehurch  of  8t.  FeHcity,  where  she  rests, 
and  Silanus  her  son ;  and  not  far  distant,  l^oniface  the  mar* 
tyr.  In  another  chureli,  thei*e  are  Crisantus,  and  Dana, 
and  Saturninus,  and  Maurus,  and  Jason,  and  their  mother 
llilaria,  and  others  innumerable.  And  in  anotlier  church, 
St  Alexander,  Vitalis,  Martialis,  sons  of  St,  Felicity ;  aud 
seven  holy  virgins,  Satiiniina,  llilarlua,  Diiraiuhi,  Kogan- 
tina,  Serotinii,  Paulina,  l>oiiula.  Next  the  church  of  St. 
Silvester,  where  he  lies  under  a  marble  tomb ;  and  the 
mai*tyr3,  Ceh^stinus,  Philippus,  and  Felix;  and  there  too^ 
the  Three  Hundred  and  Sixty-five  martyrs  rest  in  one 
sepulclire;  and  near  them  lie  Paulus  and  Ci'escentiantts^ 
Frisca  and  Semetrius,  Praxides  and  Potentinna. 

The  lifth  is  called  the  NumcntanJ  gate.  There  lies  St 
Niconicde,  priest  and  martyr ;  the  way  too  is  called  by  the 
tiame  name.  Near  tlie  road  arc  the  ehurch  and  body  of  St. 
Agnes ;  in  another  church,  St,  Krmcrenciaini,  and  the 
miurtyrs,  Alexander,  Felix,  Papias ;  at  the  seventh  stone  oo 
this  road  rests  the  holy  pope  Alexander,  with  Euentius  and 
Theodolus. 

Thu  sixtli  is  tlie  Tiburtine§  gate  and  way,  wlilch  is  now 
called  St  Lawi  enccs;  near  this  way  lies  St.  Lawrence  ia 
his  church,  and  Habundius  the  martyr:  and  near  this,  in 
another  church,  rest  these  martyrs,  Ciriaca,  liomanus,  Justi- 
nus,  Creseentianus ;  and  not  far  from  hence  the  church  of 
St  1  ly [>i)olitus,  where  he  himself  rests,  and  his  family> 
eighteen  in  number ;  there  too  repose,  St  THfonia,  tlie  wiie 

*  The  Two  Hundred  and  Sixty  are  aaid  to  have  been  shot  wilh  anev> 
in  the  amphitheatre,  by  order  of  Claudius.  The  Thirty  suffered  under 
Diorletian.  t  l^orta  Saltiri.i. 

$  Porta  ?!«•  §  Porta  di  Son  Lorenxo. 

u  n 
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of  Decius,  and  his  daughter  Cirilla,  and  Her  nurse  Con- 
cordia. And  in  another  part  of  this  way  is  the  church  of 
Agapit  the  martyr. 

The  seventh  is  called,  at  present^  the  Greater  gate,*  for- 
merly the  Seracusan,  and  the  way  the  Lavicnnian,  wliich 
leads  to  St,  Helena,  Near  this  are  Peter,  Marcellinas, 
Tyburtius,  Geminus,  Gorgonius,  and  the  Forty  8ol{liorrf,f 
and  otliers  without  number;  and  a  little  farther  the  Four 
Coronati.J 

The  eighth  5s  the  gate  of  St.  John,§  which  by  the  nn- 
cients  was  called  Assenarica*  The  ninth  gate  is  called  Mcr 
trosa  ;||  and  in  front  of  both  these  runs  the  Latin  way.  The 
tenth  is  called  the  Latin  gate,^  and  way.    Near  -this,  in  one 

(  Iiurcli,  lie  the  martyrs,  Gordianus  and  K])iinaehu»,  Sul|>i- 
ciiis,  Serviliamis,  Quintinus,  Quartus,  Sophia,  Triphemis. 
Near  this  too,  in  another  spot,  Tertullinns,  aiul  not  i'ur 
distant,  the  church  of  St.  Eugenia,  in  which  slie  lies,  and 
her  mother  Claudia,  and  pope  Stephen,  with  nineteen  of  his 
clergy,  and  Nemestus  the  deacon. 

The  eleventh  is  called  the  A])pian  gate**  and  way.  There 
lie  St.  Sebastian,  and  Quirinus,  and  originally  the  bodies  of 
the  apostles  rested  there.  A  little  nearer  Rome,  are  tlnj 
martyrs,  Januarins,  Urbanus,  Xenon,  Quirinus,  Agapet  us, 
FclicLssimus  ;  and  in  another  chureh,  Tyburtius,  Valenanus, 
^luxisuiis.  Not  far  distant  is  the  church  of  the  martyr  Cc« 
cilia;  and  there  are  hurled  Stcphanus,  Sixtus,  Zcilerinus,- 
£uscbius,  Melcliiadcs,  MarccUus,  Eutychianus,  Dionysius, 
■  Antheros,  Pontianus,  pope  Lucius,  Optacius,  Julianus,  Calo- 
cerus,  Parthenius,  Tharrficius,  Politaniis,  niartyri^;  thtrci  too 
is  the  church  and  Lody  uf  St.  Cornelius:  and  in  anotln  i- 
church,  St.  SollK-ris:  and  not  far  off,  rest  the  martyrs, 
IL'ppolytus,  Adrianus,  Eusebius,  ^laria,  Martlia,  Paulina, 
Valeria,  MarccUus,  and  near,  pope  Marcus  in  his  church. 

•  Porta  Magpiorc. 

t  The  Forty  Soldiers  Bufi«ircd  martyidom  under  Licinius  at  Scbustiu  ia 
Armenia. 

J  So  called,  bccauBC  for  a  lon^  time  after  they  had  Miffort'd  ninitynlom 
(martyrio  coronati)  their  names  were  unknown  ;  and  tliou^l)  aiU  rward* 
their  real  names  were  revealed  to  a  certain  prient,  yet  they  btill  coniinued 
to  retain  their  former  dewgnation.  .  §  Porta  *di  San  (iiovanni. 

li  There  is  no  notice  of  this  in  Lumiflden:  it  U  pmhahly  now  de&iroyed. 

%  Porta  Latino.  *  *  Polta  di  Sun  Sebuvtinno. 
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Between  the  Appian  and  Odtiensian  way,  i$  the  Ardeatine 
xmjf  where  are  St  Marcu9|  and  MarceUianus.  And  there 
Hea  pape  Damaaus  in  his  ehureh ;  and  near  him  8u  Petron^ 
ilia,  and  Ncreua,  and  Aehilleua,  and' many  more. 

The  twelfth  gate  and  way  is  called  the  Ostiensian,  but,  at 
j)n'scnt,  St.  Piiul's,*  because  lie  liea  near  it  in  hi^  church. 
There  too  is  tlie  martyr  Timotheus:  and  near,  in  the  cliurch 
uf  St.  Tecla,  are  the  martyrs  Felix,  Audactus,  and  Neme* 
wud.  At  the  Three  Fountains^  is  the  head  of  the  martyr 
St*  Anastasias. 

The  tlilrtcenth  is  catted  the  Portuan|  gate  and  way ;  near 

which  in  a  church  are  the  martyrs,  Felix,  Alexander,  Ab- 
don  and  Sennes,  Symeon,  Anastasius,  Poliony  Vincentius, 
Miii'X,  Caniliila,  and  Innocentia. 

The  fourteenth  is  the  Aurelian§  gate  and  way,  which 
now.  is  c«illcd  the  ^ute  of  St.  Pancras,  because  he  lies  near  it 
in  his  church,  and  the  other  martyrs,  Paulinas,  Arthemios^ 
St.  Sapientia,  with  her  three  daughters,  Faitl^  Hope,  and 
Charity.  In  another  church,  Processus  and  Martinianns; 
and,  in  a  third,  two  Felixes;  in  a  fourth  Calixtus,  and  Caic- 
jK)dius ;  in  a  lilih  St.  Basilides.  At  the  twelfth  niilliary 
within  the  city,  on  Mount  CVlius,  are  the  martyrs  Johannes*, 
and  Faulus,  in  tiieir  dweiiinpr,  which  was  made  a  church 
after  their  martyrdom:  and  Crispin  and  Crisptnianus,  and 
St.  lienedieta.  On  the  same  mount,  is  the  chuix;h  of  St. 
Stephen,  the  first  mai  tyr ;  and  Uicre  are  buried  the  martyrs 
'  Primus,  and  Ftdicianns ;  on  Mount  Aventiue  St..  Boniface ; 
and  on  ^Mount  iS'uhi,  St.  Tatiana  rests. 

Sucli  are  t!ie  Honmn  sanctuaries;  such  the  sacred  pledges 
ujKiu  earth:  and  yet  in  the  midst  of  this  heavenly  treasure, 
as  it  were,  a  people  drunk  with  senseless  fury,  even  at  the 
very  time  the  crusaders  arrived,  were  disturbing  cverytliiiig 
with  wild  ambition,  and,  when  unable  to  aatisiy  their  lust  of 
money,  pourinji^  out  the  blood,  of  their  fellow  citizens  over 
tJie  very  bodies  of  the  saints.[[    The  curls,  conliding  then 

•  Porta  di  Sun  Puulo. 

t  A<juas  Siiluiiis,  now  Trcfontane.    The  tnulition  is,  that  St.  Paul  was 

lK*houdt'i.l  oil  tliis  s|n>t:  that  hid  head,  on  touching  the  groiim!,  rehoumlfil 
twicf,  and  that  a  fountain  ininiediately  hurst  forth  from  each  place  whoa* 
it  felt.    See  l^umisdfu.       t  I*<>rtii  Portesc.       §  Porti  di  San  Pancra/.io. 

II  Sacred  i>hH'i':i  and  bodies  of  Hiimin  lon^  hi  nee  deceased,  are  but  feciilC 
fiafc^u!ird:i  u^iunit  the  outbreak  or  even  moderate  agency  of  human 

D  B  2 


372  mLLIAM  OF  MAUIESBUEY*  ll.nr.iLt. 

* 

•  - —        ,  _ 

in  TTrban's  benediction,  having  pasaed  through  Tuscany"  and 
Campania,  came  by  Apulia  to  Calabria,  and  would  have 
embarked  immediately  had  not  the  seamen/  on  being  con* 
suited,  forbade  them»  on.  a€c0ant  of  the  violence  of  the 
'eoutherly  winds.   In  ^eonsequence»  the  earls  of  Normandy 
and  Blois  pass^  the  winter  there;  sojourning  each  among 
their  friends,  as  convenient.    The  earl  ot*  Flanders,  alone, 
ventured  to  sea,  experiencing  a  prosperous  issue  to  a  rash 
attenipt:'  -wherefore  part  of  this  assembled  multitude  re- 
turned home  through  want;  and  part  of  them  died  from 
the  unwiiolesomeness  of  the  eliniate.    The  earls  who  .ie- 
midned  however,  when  by  the  vernal  sun's  return  they  saw 
the  sea  sufficiently  ealm  for  the  expedition,  committed  them- 
selves to  the  ocean,  and,  by  Christ's  assistance,  landed  safely 
at  two  ports.    Thence,  tlirouf^h  Tlicssaly,  the  metroj)ulis  of 
which  is  Thessaloniea,  and  Thraciii,  tliey  came  to  Constan- 
tinople.   Many  of  the  lower  order  perished  on  the  march 
through  disease  and  want ;  many  lost  their  lives  at  the  De- 
"vil's  Ford,  as  it  is  called  from  its  rapidity;  and  more  indeed 
would  have  perishedi  liad  not  the  advanced  cavalry  been 
stationed  in  the  river,  to  break  the  violence  of  the  current  i 
by  which  means  the  lives  of  some  were  saved,  and  the  rest 
passed  over  on  horseback.    The  whole  multitude  then,  to 
solace  themselves  for  their  past  labours,  indulged  in  rest 
for  iiftcen  days,  pitchin^^  their  camp  in  the  suburbs  of  the 
city  ;  of  which,  as  the  opportunity  has  presented  itself,  I 
shall  briefly  speak. 

Constantinople  was  first  called  Byzantium:  which  name  is 
still  preserved  by  the  imperial  money  called  Bezants.  St. 
Aldhelm,  in  his  book  On  Virginity,*  relates  that  it  changed  •  . 
its  appellation  by  divine  su*rgeistion :  his  words  are  as  follow. 
As  Constantine  was  sleeping  in  this  city,  he  inuMjincd  thait 
there  t-tood  before  him  an  old  woman,  whose  forcliead  was 
furrowed  with  age;  but,  that  presently,  clad  in  an  imperial 
Tobe^  slie  became  transformed  into  a  beautiful  girl,  and  so 
fascinated  his  eyes,  by  the  elegandc  of  her  youthful  charmSi 
tlmt  he  could  not  refrain  from  kissing  her:  that. Helena,  his 
motlicr,  being  present,  then  said,    She  shall  be  yours  for 

nofiB,  which,  in  evi^ry  countiy  and  under  eveiy  fonn  of  BupenitiUon,  act 
always  in  the  isiine  w»y. 
*  Aldhelmi  OpeiUy  page  26. 
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ever;  nor  shall  she  die,  till  the  end  of  time.**  The  solution 
of  tliis  dream,  when  he  awoke,  the  emperor  extorted  from 
heaven^  by  fiisting  and  almsgiving.  And  *  behold,  within 
eight  daysi  being  cast  again  into  a  deep  sleep,  he  thought 
he  saw  pope  Silvester,  who  died  some  little  time  before, 

'  rcgardin;r  his  convert*  with  complacency,  and  saying,  Vou 
have  acted  witii  your  cu^^tuinary  prudence,  in  waiting  fur  a 
solution,  from  God,  of  that  enigma  whicli  was  beyond  the 
comprelien^ioQ  of  man.  The  old  woman  you  saw,  is  this 
city,  worn  down  by  age,  whose  time*struck  walls,  menacing 
a])proiicliing  ruin,  require  a  n*storer,  But  you,  renewing 
its  walls,  and  its  aMucnce,  shidl  nignalize  it  also  with  your 

/^nanie;  and  lici'C  shall  the  imperial  progeny  reign  for  ever. 
You  shall  not,  however,  lay  the  foundations  at  your  own 
pU^asurc  ;  hut  mounting  the  lun^^a  on  whicli,  when  in  the 
novitiate  oi'  your  iuith,-you  rode  round  the  churches  of  the 
a|)ostles  at  Uome,  you  shall  give  him  the  rein,  and  Ubcrty 
to  go  whither  he  please:  you  shall  have,  too,  in  your  hanil, 
your  royiil  speur,']'  whose  point  shall  describe  the  circuit  of 
the  wall  on  the  ground.  You  will  be  ivgulated,  therefore, 
in  what  manner  to  dispose  tlie  fouadatiund  of  the  wall  hy 
the  track  of  the  spear  on  the  earth.** 

The  eni[>eior  eagerly  obeyed  the  vision,  and  built  a  citj 
C(iual  to  liome;  alleging  that  tlie  emperor  ought  not  to  reign 
in  Ivonie,  where  the  martyred  apoBtles«  from  the  time  of 
Christ,  held  dominion.*  He  built  in  it  two  churches,  one 
of  which  was  dedicated  to  peace;  the  other  to  the  apostles; 
bringing  thither  numerous  bodies  of  suints,  wlio  nu<rht  con- 
ciliate the  assistance  of  God  against  the  incursions  uf  its 
i  iicnnes.  lie  placed  in  the  circus,  for  the  atbairation  and 
ornament  of  the  city,  the  statues  of  triumphal  heroes, 

*  brouglit  from  Uome,  and  the  tri[KKis  from  Delphi;  aiul 
the  linages  of  heathen  deities  to  excite  the  contempt  of 
the  beholders.  They  relate  that  it  was  highly  gratiiying 
to  the  mind  of  the  emjierur,  to  receive  a  mandate  from 
heaven,  to  found  a  city  in  that  place,  where  the  fruitl'al- 
ness  of  tht*  soil,  and  the  temperature  of  the  atuiosj)hcre  . 
conduced  to.  the  health  of  its  iuhabituuts :  for  as  he  was 

•  Tlio  Ktory  of  SiUestiT'H  having  ba[)tizcd  Cuiutuutine  is  cuiiiidcrtd  ai 
altogether  uiif'uundcd.   Sec  Mosheim,  vol.  i. 

t  Xliin,  ia  AliUielm,  u  the  Ltibortini,  or  imperial  stiindaid. 
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bom  in  Britain,*  he  could  not  endure  the  burning  heat  of 
the  8um   But  Thracia  is  a  province  of  Europe^  aa  the  poets 
observe  extremely  eooV  ^'Frorn  Hebrus*  ico»  and  the  Bis- 
tonian  north    and  near  to  Mmsia,  where,  as  Virgil  remark^ 
With  wonder  Gargara  the  hurvebt  secs."f  Coustantinoplc, 
then,  washed  by  tlio  sea,  obtains  the  miijgled  teniperuturc 
both  of  Europe  and  of  Asia ;  because,  from  a  siiort  distance, 
tlie  Astatic  east  tempers  the  severity  of  tiie  northern  blast. 
The  city  is  surrounded  by  a  vast  extent  of  walls,  yet  the 
influx  of  strangers  is  so  great,  as  to  make  it  cro^vded.  In 
consequence  they  form  a  mole  in  the  sea,  by  throwing  in 
masses  of  rock,  and  loads  of  sand ;  and  the  space  obtained 
by  this  new  device,  straitens  the  aueit  nt  "\vatc*r.'^.    Tlie  sea 
wonders  to  see  fields  unknown  before,  amid  its  glassy  waves; 
and  surrounds  and  supplies  its  city  witli  all  the  conveniences 
of  the  earth*   The  town  is  encompassed  on  every  side,  ex* 
cept  the  north,  by  the  ocean,  and  is  full  of  an^^les  in  the 
circuit  of  its  wall^  where  it  corresponds  with  the  windings 
of  the  sea;  which  walls  contain  a  space  of  twenty  miles  in 
circumference.    The  l>anube,:|:  which  is  likewise  called  the 
Ister,  flows  in  hidden  ehannels  under  gi*ound,  into  the  city ; 
.and  on  certain  days  being  let  out  by  the  removal  of  a  plug, 
it  earrica  oil  the  lUth  of  the  streets  into  the  sea.    All  vied 
witli  the  emperor  in  noble  zeal  to  give  splendour  to  this  city, 
each  thinking  ho' was  bound  to  advance  the  work  in  hand: 
-  one  contributing,  holy  relics,  another  riches,  Coustantine  all 
tliiiigs. 

AfterConstantine  the  Great,  the  following  emperors  reigned 
here.  Coustantine  his  son  ;  Julian  the  Apostate  ;  Joviniun^  • 
Valensi  Tlieodosius  the  Great ;  Arcadius,  Theodosius  the 
Younger  ;  Murchianus,  'Leo  the  First ;  Zeno,  AnasUisius*, 
J ustin  the  Great ;  Justinian,  who,  famed  for  his  literature  and 
his  wars,  built  a  church  in  Constantinople  to  Divine  Wisdom  ; 
that  is,  to  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  wdiieh  he  called  llagia 
Sophia;  a  work,  as  they  report,  surpi\ssing  every  other 

•  Tho  place  of  his  birth  is  contested.  +  Oeor.  i.  103. 

t  "  The  Danube  empties  itselt"  tliruugh  six  mouths  into  the  Euxinc.  Tho 
river  Lyeua,  forinecJ  by  t)ie  tonflux  of  two  Htlle  htreanis,  ]vn\rii  into  tho 
harbour  ot*  Conntuntinujilc  u  i>er|>eliial  Hupply  of  i'resh  water,  which  berves 
U*  cleanse  the  bottom,  and  to  invite  the  piViodieal  shoals  of  tish  to  yank 
Ui4ur  retreat  in  the  capaciouji  ^ori  ui  CoiwUuitUioplc.** — IUacuv. 
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fMliflce  in  the  world,  and  where  oenlar  inspec^n  proves  it 

.superior  to  its  most  ])0iiipou3  descriptions:  Justin  the 
Yuuu^cr ;  Tiberius,  ^lauriciua,  the  first  Greek ;  Focas, 
ireraoliua,  lieraclconaa,  Conatans,  Constantine,  the  son  of 
Ileruclius ;  who,  coming  to  Home,  and  purloining  ail  the 
remains  of  ancient  decoration,  stripped  the  churches  even  of 
tlicir  brazen  tiles,  anxiously  wishing  for  triumphal  honours^ 
at  Constanttnoi)le,  even  from  such  spoils  as  these ;  his 
covetousuess,  huwever,  turned  out  uufortunately  for  liim,  for 
iK'ifit^  shortly  alter  killed  at  Syi^icuse,  he  left  all  these 
honourable  spoils  to  be  conveyed  to  Alexandria  by  tlie  Sara- 
cens;  Constantine,  Leo  the  Second;  Justinian,  again  Justi- 
nian, Tiberius,  Anastosius,  Philippicus,  Theodosiusi  Leo  the 
Third;  all  these  reigned  both  at  Constantinople  and  at 
Home :  the  following  in  Constantinople  only  ;  Constantine, 
Leo,  Constantino,  Nicephorus,.Stiiuratius,  ^lieliael,  Tlieophi- 
his,  Michael,  IJasilius,  Leo,  Alexander,  Constantine,  two 
lloinaiiuses,  Nicepliorus,  Focas,  Johanne^^,  Basilius,  Koma- 
nus,  Michael,  Constantine,  Theodora  the  euipresi»y  Michael, 
Sachius,  Constant  ine,  Roman  us,  Diogenes,  Kieephorus,  Bu- 
tlianus,  Michael  who^  driven  from  the  empire  by  Alexius, 
secretly  fled  to  Guiscard  in  Apulia,  and  surrenderin!; 
to  him  his  power,  imagined  he  had  done  something  pre- 
judi(!ial  to  Alexius :  licnce  Guiscjird's  ambition  conceived 
greater  clesigns;  falsely  persuading  himself  that  he  miirht 
acijuire  by  industry,  what  the  other  had  lost  by  inactivity : 
how  ikr  he  succeeded,  the  preceding  book  hath  explaiued 
In  the  same  city  is  the  cross  of  our  Saviour,  brought  by 
Helena  from  Jeruiaalem.  There  too  rest  the  apostles,  An- 
drew, James  the  brother  of  our  Lord  ;  Matthias  :  the  pro- 
pliets  IClizeus,  Daniel,  Samuel,  and  uiany  others :  Luke  the 
ICvangelist :  martyrs  innumerable :  confessors,  Johannes 
Chrysostom,  Bxsilius,  Grcgorious  Nazianzen,  Spiridion  :  vir- 
gins, Agatha,  Lucia ;  and  lastly  all  the  saints  wliose  bodia 
the  emi»erors  were  able  to  collect  thither  out  of  every 
country. 

Tlie  earlfl,  then,  of  Normandy  and  Blois,  did  homage  to 

the  Greek,    rur  the  earl  of  Flanders  ha  J  already  pa:ssed  on, 

•  AfttT  all  the  rc'S4*archct  of  tho  hist  fifty  yean,  the  **  Decline  iind  Pill 
of  the  Kiiiiinn  Empire/'  by  (jiblion,  will  be  Xouud  to  contaiu  the  hcA 
histury  uf  thesti  iiyseantino  empcroitL 
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disdaining  to  perforin  tliis  ceremony,  from  the  recollection 
that  he  was  freely  born  and  educated.  The  others,  givinpj 
and  receiving  promises  6i  fidelity,  proceeded  in  the  fir^^t  week 
of  June  to  Nice,  which  the  rest  had  already  besieged  from 
the  middle  of  May.  Uniting,  therefore,. their  forces,  much 
carnage  ensued  on  either  aide  i  Biuce  every  kind  of  w^ipon 
could  easily  bo  hurled  by  the  townsmen  on  thoso  who  were 
beneatli  them  ;  and  the  aim  even  of  the  weakest  had  effect 
on  persons  crowded  together.  over  the  Turks  dragged 

up,  with  iron  hooks,  numberless  dead  bodies  of  our  people, 
to  mangle  them  in  mockery ;  or  to  cast  theiu  down  again 
when  stripped  of  their  raiment.  The  Franks  were  grieved 
at  this  :  nor  did  they  cease  venting  their  rage;  by  slaughter^ 
till  the  Turks,  wearied  by  extremity  of  suffering,  on  the  day 
oi'  the  summer  solstice,  surreinU  red  tliemselves  to  tlie  eiujje- 
ror  by  means  of  secret  messengers,  lie,  who  knew  only 
how  to  consult  his  own  advantage,  gave  orders  to  the  Franks 
to  depart :  eiioosing  r«ather,  that  tlie  city  should  be  resi;rved 
for  the  undisguised  disloyalty  of  the  Turkic,  than  the  dis- 
trusted power  of  the  Franks.  lie  ordered,,  however^  silver 
and  gold  to  be  distributed  to  the  chiefs,  and  en[)per  coin  to 
those  of  iid'enor  rank,  lest  they  shouhl  complain  of  being 
unrewarded.  Tlius  the  Turks,  who,  iKissing  thtj  ]Cu[>lirates, 
had  now  for  the  space  of  fifty  years  been  possessed  of 
Bithynia,  which  is  a  part  (►f  Asia  Elinor  that  is  called  llonia- 
uia,  betook  themselves  to  flight  to  the  eastward.  Nevcrthe- 
les.s  when  the  siege  was  ended,  they  attempted,  at  the  insti- 
gation of  Soliman,*  who  had  been  sovereifi;u  of  all  Komania, 
to  harass  the  army  on  its  advance.  This  num  collecting,  as 
is  computed,  three  hundred  and  sixty  thousaiul  arehers, 
attacked  our  jKople,  ex]>ecting  anything  ratlicr  tiiau  ho.stility, 
witii  such  vioieneei  that  overwhelmed  with  an  iron  shower  of 
arrows,  they  wei*e  terrified  and  turned  their  back.s.  At  that 
time,  by  chance,  duke  Godfn  y  and  Hugh  the  Great,  and 
Rainiund,  had  taken  another  route,  that  they  might  plunder 
the  enemies'  country  to  a  wider  extent,  and  obtain  forage 
with  more  facility.    But  the  Norman,  sensible  ol  his  extreme 

*  His  Turkish  name  was  Killiilf^c-Ai&Ian :  his  kingilom  of  Rouni  ex* 
tended  from  the  Hellespont  to  the  eonfiiies  of  Syria,  and  barred  tho  pil« 
Rrimage  of  Jenualcm.   (Se^.  Do  GuigncBy  tom«  hu  p.  2,  pp.  10^30.)-^ 
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diuiger,  by  means  of  expeditious  messengers  on  a  sufe  track, 
ucquainted  Godfi'ejr  and  the  rest  of  the  approach  of  the 

*  Turks*   They  without  a  moment'ii  delay>  turned  against  the 
enemy,  and  delivered  their  associates  from  danger.  .  For 
tlie90  were  now  indiscriminately  slaughtered  in  their  tents, 
uii]M*< -pared  for  resistance,  and  filling  the  air  with  prayers  and 
lauieiitations.    Nor  did  the  eiiciny  take  any  particular  aim, 
but  trusting  his  arrows  to  the  wind,  he  never,  from  the 
thickness  of  the  ranks^  drew  his  bow  in  vain.    What  alene 
retarded  destruction  was^  that  the  attack  took  place  near  a 
'  thicket  of  canesy  wlilch  prevented  the  Turks  from  riding  full , 
speed.    At  length,  however,  perceiving  the  advanced  guard 
.of  the  ftp])r()uching  chiefs,  the  Christhins  Icit  tlie  tiiukct, 
and  slioutiii;^  the  military  wateh-word,  "  It  is  the  will  of 
God,"*  tlicy  attack  tlic  scattered  ranks  of  the  enemy,  making 
a  signal  to  their  companions,  at  the  same  time  to  assail  tlioiu 
in  the  rear.    Thus  the  Turks,  pressed  on  either  side^  fortli- 
with  fled,  shrieking  with  a  dreadful  cry,  and  raising  a  yell 
which  rt*aclied  the  clouds.    Nor  liad  they  recourse  to  tiicir 
cusluumry  ])iiLctlce  of  a  Hying  battle,  but  tlirowintr  down 
their  bows,  they  manifested,  by  a  flight  of  three  bucce»sive 
days,  something  greater  tlmu  mere  human  apprchensioD. 
Nor  was  there,  indeed,  any  person  to  follow  them;  for  our 
horses,  scarce  able  to  support  life  on  the  barren  turf,  were 
unocpml  to  a  vigorous  pursuit :  showing  immediately  their 
want  of  strength  by  their  panting  sides.    Asia  was  formerly, 
it  is  true,  a  land  most  fruitful  in  corn  ;  but,  Ujtli  iu  (li>taiit 
and  iu  recent  times,  it  had  been  80  ])lundered  by  the  savage 
Turks,  that  it  could  scarcely  suflice.  for  the  maintenance  of  u 
small  army,  much  less  of  a  multitude,  so  vast  as  to  tlkreatcu 

,  devourinji^  whole  harvests  and  drinking  rivers  dry.  For, 
when  they  departed  from  Nice,  they  were  still  estimated  at 
seven  hundred  thousand  :  of  the  remainder,  part  liad  hoofi 
wasted  by  thti  sword,  part  by  sickness,  and  stiil  mure  laid 
deserted  to  their  homes. 


•  When  Urhau  II  jiddrcjiscd  the  multitude  from  a  lofly  scaffold  in  the 
market-place  of  Clurmont,  inciting  the  people  to  undertake  the  cntsade,  he 
was  lrei|Ut*iUly  interrupted  hy  the  nliout  of  thoufiandtt  in  their  nulic  idiom 
cxelatniin^  **  Deus  lu  vult  It  is  indeed  the  will  of  God  t"  replied  the 
popo  ;and  let  tliosc  worilii^tho  inspiration  surety  of  tlie  Holy  Sptriti  lio 
for  ever  ndupied  m  your  wax- cry,** — IIauov* 
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Tlience,  then,  they  arrived  at  Heraclea  by  the  route  of 
Antioch  and  leonium,  cities  of  Pisidia.  Here  they  beheld  iu 
the  sl^  a  portent  fashioned  like  a  flaming  sword ;  the  point 
of  which  extended  towards  the  east.   All  the  period  from 

the  kalends  of  Jul/,  when  they  left  Nice,  till  tlie  nones  of 
October,  had  elapsed  when  they  arrived  iit  Antioch  in  Syria. 
The  situation  of  this  city,  I  should  describe,  had  not  my  wisli 
in  tliis  respect  been  anticipated  by  the  eloquence  of  Ambro- 
sias in  Ilegcsippus  :*  were  I  not  also  ieurfui,  that  I  may  be 
blamed  for  the  perpetual  digressions  of  my  narrative.  Stilly 
Itowevcr,  I  will  relate  so  much  as  the  labour  I  have  under- 
taken seems  to  require. 

Antioch,  which  was  named  after  his  father,  Antiuchus,  by 
Selcucus,  king  of  Asia,  is  surrounded  with  a  vast  wall,  which 
even  contains  a  mountain  within  it.  Next  to  Kome,  and 
Constantinople,  and  Alexandria,  it  obtains  precedence  over 
the  cities  of  the  world.  It  is  secure  by  its  walls,  lofty  from 
its  situation ;  and  if  ever  taken,  must  be  gained  more  by  in- 
genuity than  force.  .  The  nearest  river  to  if,  which  I  learn 
is  now  called  Fervus,  though  originally  Orontes,  falls  into 
the  sea  twelve  miles  from  the  city  j  its  tide  impetuous,  and 
j^rowing  colder  from  its  violence,  ministers  to  the  health  of 
the  inhabitants  by  its  eilcct  on  the  atmosphere.  Capable  too 
of  receiving  supplies  by  shipping  for  the  service  of  its  citi- 
zens, it  can  at  all  times  mock  the  perseverance  of  its  besiegers. 
'  Here  the  venerable  title  of  Christian  was  first  conceived : . 
hence,  first  St.  Paul,  the  spring  and  spur  of  this  religion, 
went  forth  to  preach;  liuie  the  first  pontifie  seat  was  iilled 
by  St.  Peter;  in  honour  to  whom  the  church  there  fuumied 
remained  uninjured  through  the  whole  domination  of  the 
Turks :  and  equally  also  did  another,  consecrated  in  honour 
of  8t.  Mary,  strike  the  eyes  of  beholders  with  its  beauty,  ex- 
citing wonder  that  they  should  reverence  the  church  of  him  * 
whose  faith  tlicy  persecuted. 

This  city,  then,  the  Franks  invested  from  October  till 
June;'!'  pitching  their  tents  around  the  walls  after  they  hud 

•  I IcRc-sippufl,  a  Greek  author  of  the  second  ceijhiry,  wrote  an  account 
of  the  Jewi&h  war,  ami  of  the  deHtructioii  of  JeriiNilum  ;  said  to  have  bet  a 
tra?islatcd  into  Latin  by  St«  Amlirose.  He  uIsO  wrote  uii  eQclesiu^&ticul  liib- 
torj,  in  H\o  book8,  a  fragment  of  whicli  only  renuiiiiH. 

t  The  siege  of  Antioch  commenced  oa  tlie  21st  ui  OcLubcr,  1007,  and 
Cfiilfd  3rd  Juae^  1098*^*<-IIabpy. 
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passed  the  river.  Foreseeing,  however,  the  difficulty  of  tak- 
ing i^  und  judging  it  expedient  to  provide  ogiunat  the  cow- 
anlice  of  certiun  of  their  party,  the  chiefs,  in  common,  took 

lui  oath,  that  tlicy  would  not  desist  from  the  siego  till  the 
city  should  ha  taken  by  force  or  by  stratagem.    And,  tliat  I 
tlioy  might  more  easily  complete  their  design,  tlu  y  built  many 
fortresses  on  tliis  side  of  tlio  river,  in  which  soldiers  ^vere 
placed  to  k(*4*p  guard.    AoxianuSi  too,  the  governor  of  the 
city,  observing  that  the  Franks  acted  neither  jestingly  nor  \ 
coldly,  but  set  heartily  to  besiege  it,  sent  his  son  Sansadol  to  ; 
tlie  Sultan,  emperor  of  Persia,  to  make  known  the  boldness  i 
of  tlie  Franks,  and  to  iin[>Iorc  assistance.    Sultan  among  the  \ 
Per:iian8  implies  the  same  as  Augustus  among  the  Komaiis:  ; 
Commander  of  all  the  Saracens,  and  of  the  whole  ea^-t.    I  j 
imagine  thi^  empire  lias  continued  so  long,  and  still  increases,  { 
betNiusc  tlie  people,  OS  I  have  related,  are  unwarlike;  and  | 
being  deficient  in  active  blood,  know  not  how  to  cast  off  ; 
slavery,  when  once  admitted ;  not  being  aware,  as  Lucan  ^ 
says,*  that 

^  Amis  were  beitowcd  that  men  should  not  be  slaves." 

But  tli(^  AVI  stern  nations,  bobl  and  fierce,  disdain  long-con- 
tinued sultju'^ation  to  any  [leople  whatever  ;  often  delivering  | 
themselves  from  servitude,  and  imposing  it  on  others.  More- 
over, the  lloman  empire  lirst  declined  to  the  Franks,  and 
after  to  the  Germans :  the  eastern  continues  ever  with  the  ' 
Persians. 

• 

Sansa<lol  therefore  being  despatclicd  to  tlie  chief  of  this 
enipire,  hastL-iied  his  course  with  youthful  ardour,  while  his 
father  was  by  no  means  wanting  to  the  duties  of  a  com- 
mander, iu  the  protection  of  tlie  city.  The  valour  of  the 
besieged  was  not  content  merely  to  defend  their  own  p^rtj, 
but  voluntarily  harassed  ours ;  frequently  and  suUdeuiy 
attacking  them  when  foraging  or  marketing :  for,  making  a 
bridge  of  the  vessels  they  found  there,  they  had  established 
a  min  t  beyond  the  river.  Through  Christ's  assistance,  there- 
fore, bcecaning  resolute,  they  seized  their  arm?,  and  bohlly 
repelled  their  enemies,  so  that  tliey  never  sutiered  tliem  to 
r(jap  the  honour  of  the  day.  To  revenge  this  disgrace,  the 
Turks  wreaked  their  indignation  on  the  Syrian  and  Arme- 

« 

*  riiai-siiliu,  iv,  i70. 
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niati  inhabitants  of  the  city ;  throwing,  hj  means  of  their 
balistfli*  and  petrarie9»  the  heiuU  of  those  whom  thcj  had 
slain  into  the  camp  of  the  Frimksi  that  by  such  means  thej 

mi*5lit  wound  their  feelings. 

And  now,  everything  which  could  be  procured  for  food 
being  destroyed  around  the  city,  a  Biidden  famine,  which 
usually  makes  even  fortresses  give  way,  begun  to  oppress 
the  army ;  so  much  so^  that  the  harvest  not  having  yet  at- 
tained to  maturity,  some  persons  seized  the  pods  .of  beans 
before  they  were  ripe,  as  the  greatest  delicacy :  others  fed 
on  carrion,  or  hides  soaked  in  water  ;  others  passed  parboiledf 
thistles  throup^h  their  bleeding  jaws  into  their  stomachs. 
Others  sold  mice,  or  such  like  dainties,  to  those  who  required 
them ;  content  to  suti'er.  hunger  tliemsclveS|  so  that  they 
could  procure  money.  Some,  too,  thet*e  were,  who  even  fed 
their  corpse-like  bodies  with  other  corpses,  eating  human 
flesh  ;  but  at  a  distance,  and  oii  the  mountains,  lest  others 
should  be  offended  at  the  smell  of  their  cookery.  ]Many 
wandered  through  unknown  paths,  in  expectation  of  meeting 
with  sustenance,  and  were  killed  hy  robljers  acquaiiitc^d  with  . 
the  passes.    Uut  not  long  after  tlie  city  was  surrendered. 

For  Boamund,  a  man  of  superior  talents,  had,  by  dint  of* 
very  great  promises,  induced  a  Turkish  chief,|  wlio  had  tha 
custody  of  the  principal  tower,  on  the  side  wliere  his  station 
lay,  to  deliver  it  up  to  him.  And  he,  too,  to  palliate  the 
infamy  of  his  treachery  by  a  competent  excuse,  gave  his  son 
as  an  hostage  to  lioamund  ;  prol  i  ssing  that  he  did  so  by  the 
express  command  of  Christ,  which  had  been  connnunicated 
to  Itim  in  a  dream.  Boamund,  therefore,  advanced  his  troops 
to  the  tower,  having  first,  by  a  secret  contrivance,  obtained 
from  the  chiefs  the  perpetual  government  of  the  city,  in  case 
he  could  carry  it.  Tims  the  Franks,  in  the  dead  of  the 
night,  scaling  the  walls  by  rope  ladders,  and  dis])laying  ou 
tlie  top  of  the  tower  the  crimson  standard  of  Boamund,  re- 
peated with  joyful  accents  the  Christian  watchword,  "  it  is 
the  will  of  God !    It  is  the  will  of  God  r   The  Turks 

*  The  balista  was  a  warlike  cngine.for  casting  either  darts  or  stones:  the 
petrary,  for  thitowing  !arge  stones  Only.  ' 

♦  Owing  to  the  sciircity  of  fuel. 

t  ^  Phiroiiz,  a  Syrian  renegade,  has  the  infamy  of  thid  ])crHilious  and 
foul  treoiion.'' — Haiidv* 


« 
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awaking,  and  heavy  from  want  of  rest,  took  to  flight  through 
narix)w  passages ;  and  our  party,  following  with  drawn 
swords,  made  dreadful  f»luughter  of  tlie  enemy.  In  thia  flight 
fell  Aoxianud)  governor  of  the  city,  being  beheaded  hy  a  cer- 
tain Syrian  peasant :  his  head,  when  brought  to  the  Franks, 
excited  both  tlieir  hiughter  and  their  joy. 

Not  long  rejoicing  in  this  complete  victory^  they  had  the 
next  day  to  lameiit  being  themselves  besi<*ged  by  the  Turks 
from  without.  For  the  forces  which  had  been  i^olicited  by 
Sansadol  >vere  now  arrived  under  the  eommuTid  of  Cor- 
baguath,  an  eastern  satrap,  who  Imd  obtained  from  the  em- 
peror ot  Persia  three  hundred  thousand  men.*  under  twenty- 
seven  commanders.  Sixty  thousand  of  these  ascended  over 
the  iwks  to  the  eitodcl,  by  desire*  of  the  Turks,  who  still 
remaiiiLHl  in  })osses>ioii  of  it.  These  woelully  harassed  tlie 
Christians  by  frequent  sullies  :  nor  was  there  any  hope  left, 
but  from  the  assistance  of  God,  sinee  want  was  now  added 
to  the  miseries  of  war — want,  the  earliest  attendant  on  great 
calamities.  Wherefore,  after  a  fast  of  three  days,  and  ear- 
nest supplications^.  Peter  the  hermit  was  sent  ambsissador  to 
the  Turks,  who  spake  with  his  usual  eloquence  to  the  follow- 
ing elfeet :  "  That  the  Turks  should  now  voluntarily  evacu- 
ate the  Ciiristiaii  tL-rntory,  which  they  had  formerly  unjustly 
invaded  ;  that  it  was  but  right,  as  tlie  Christians  did  not 
attaek  Persiii,  that  tlie  Turks  should  not  molest  Asia  ;  that 
they  should  therefore^  either  by  a  voluntary  departure,  seek 
their  own  country,  or  expect  an  attack  on  the  foUo^ving 
morning  ;  that  they  might  try  their  fortune,  by  two,  or  four, 
or  eight,  that  danger  might  not  accru(;  to  the  w^hole  army." 

Corbaguatli  eoiidescended  not  to  honour  the  me>^en<?cr 
even  with  a  reply ;  but  playing  at  chess  and  gnashing  iiia 
teeth,  dismissed  him  as  he  came;  merely  observing,  tliat 
.  the  pride  of  the  Franks  was  at  an  end.**    Hastily  returning, 

*  "  III  describing  the  host  of  Corbagunth,  most  of  the  Latin  historians,  the 
author  of  the  GeHta,  (p.  17,)  Uobertus  monuchus,  (p.  Halilrie,  (p.  X) 
FuIcheriiH  C'unmtensis,  fp.  :if)*2,)  Guibcrt,  (p.  51*2,)  William  ot  'lyre,  (lib. 
vi,  c.  3,  p.  71  t,)  HtTiiarduij  Tbcsaurarlus,  (c.  3.0,  p.  (iiiS,)  are  content  with 
the  vague  expretiiiions  of  *  intinita  multituilo,*  •  iuimensum  a;^men,*  *innu- 
invcm  uupiu;,'  ^iiutumenc  gentea.'  Tlic  numberii  of  tlie  Turkaare  tixcJ  by 
Albertus  Aquentt'm  at  two  hundred  thoummd,  (lib.  iv.  c  10,  p,  24*2,)  and 
hy  liadulphus  Cndomcnsia  (c.  7-,  p.  309)  at  four  hundred  thousand  huise. 
(Gib.  hifcL  lloni.  £inp.  vii.  pp.  364^  5.)"»lUui>Y. 
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Peter  apprised  the  armjr  of  the  insolence  of  the  Turk*  Each 
then  animating  the  other,  it  was  publicly  ordered,  that  every 
l^erson  should,  that  night,  feed  his  liorse  as  ])h?ntituUy  an 
}>ossihie,  lest  he  should  falter  from  tlie  varioua  evolutions  of 
the  following  day.    And  now  the  morning  dawned,  when, 
drawn  up  in  bodies^  they  proccedcd|  with  hostile  standard, 
against  the  enemy.   The  first  band  was  led  by  the  two 
Roberts,  of  Nonnilndy  and  Flanders,  and  Hugh  the  Great  1 
the  iiccond  by  Godfrey ;  the  third  by  the  bishop  of  Puy ;  the 
reserve  by  Bonrnund,  as  a  support  to  the  rcht.  ituiiuund 
continued  in  the  city,  to  cover  the  retreat  of  our  party,  in 
ease  it  should  be  necessary.    The  Turks,  from  a  disturtee, 
observing  their  movements,  were,  at  first,  dubious  what  they^ 
could  mean.   Afterwards,  recognizing  the  standard  of  the 
bishops  for  they  were  extremely  afraid  of  him,  as  they  said 
he  was  the  pope  of  the  Christians  and  the  fomentcr  of  the 
M'lir ;  and  seeing  our  jicoplc  advancing  so  courageously  and 
quickly,  tUey  fled  ere  they  were  attacked.    Our  party,  too, 
exliihiruted  with  unexpected  joy,  slew  them  as  they  were 
ilying,  as  far  as  the  sti*ength  of  the  infantry,  or  exertion  of 
the  cavalry,  would  permit.    They  imagined,  moreover,  that 
they  saw  the  ancient  martyrs,  who  had  Ibrmcrly  been 
soldiers,  and  who  bad  gained  eternal  remuneration  by  their 
fleutli,  I  allude  to  George  and  Demetrius,  hastily  a])proachiiig 
with  upraised  banner  from  the  mountainous  districls,  hurling 
darts  against  the  enemy,  but  assisting  the  Franks.    Nor  is  it 
to  L>c  denied,  that  t!ii5  nuirtyrs  did  assist  the  Christians,  as. 
the  angels  formerly  did  the  Maccabees,  fighting  for  the  self- 
same cause.    Ueturntng,  then,  to  the  spoil,  they  found  in 
their  camp  sutlicient  to  satisfy,  or  even  totally  to  glut,  the 
covctousness  of  tlie  greediest  army.    This  battle  took  place 
A.  D.  1098,  on  tiie  fourth  before  the  kalends  of  July  ;  for  the 
city  had  been  taken  the  day  before  the  Jioues  of  June.  Soou 
after,  on  the  kalends  of  the  ensuing  August,  the  bishop  of 
Puy,  the  leader  of  the  Christians,  and  chief  author  of  tins 
laudable  enterprise,  joyfully  yiehled  to  the  conniion  lot  of 
mortals ;  and  Hugh  the  Great,  by  permission  of  the  chiefs, 
as  it  is  said,  returneid  to  France,  alleging  as  a  reason,  the  per- 
))etual  racking  of  his  bowels. 

l>ut  when,  by  a  long  repose  of  seven  months  at  Antioch, 
they  had  obiitcruted  the  memory  of  their  past  labours,  Ihey 


Digitized  by 


im*l  APPROACH  TO  JBBUSAI^EJX,  383 


iHJgnn  to  think  of  proceeding  on  their  route.  And  first  of  all 
Baimundi  ever  uuconscious  of  sloth^  ever  foremost  in  mill* 
tary  energy ;  and  next  to  him  tlie  two  Koberts,  and  Godfrey, 
proceeded  upon  tho  march.  Boainimd  alone,  for  a  time, 
deterred  liis  advance,  lured  by  the  prospect  of  a  magnificent 
city  and  the  love  of  wealth.  A  plausible  reason,  however, 
luy  concealed  l>encatli  his  covetonsness,  wlien  he  alle^fMl,  t!mt 
Antioch  ought  not  to  be  cx|>usetl  to  the  Turka  it  bout  a 
chief,  as  they  would  direetly  attack  it.  He  tlierefore.  took 
up  his  residence  in  the  city;  and  tliia  harsli  governor  drove 
liaimund's  followei*8y  who  occupied  one  of  the  streets^  with«* 
out  the  walls. 

*'J^he  othera,  however,  passinjs^  through  Tripoli,*  and  Beritli, 

ajul  Tyre,  and  Sidon,  ami  Accaron,  and  Caiplms,  and  Coi* 
sarea  of  Palestine,  wliere  tliey  left  the  coast  to  the  right 
*  hand,  eanie  to  Uaniuhi ;  lnung  kiniUy  received  by  some  of 
tlie  cities,  and  signalizing  their  valour  by  t)ie  subjugation  of 
otherd*    For  their  design  was  to  delay  no  longer,  as  it  was 
now  the  month  of  April,  and  the  produce  of  the  earth  had 
licconie  fully  ripe.    Uamula  is  a  very  small  city,  without 
Nvall.s:  if  we  credit  report,  the  ph\ce  of  the  martyrdom  of  St. 
(Jeoi'ge;  w1h)s<^  i  liureh,  originally  founded  tiu  re,  tlie  Turks 
had  somewhat  defaced :  but  at  that  time,  tliroiigh  fear  of  tiie 
Franks,  they  had  carried  olf  their  property  and  retreated  to 
the  mountains.    The  next  morning,  at  early  duwn,  Tancred, 
the  nephew  of  Boaniund,  a  man  of  undaunted  courage,  and 
some  others,  taking  arms,  })roceeded  to  Bethlehem,  desirous 
of  ex[)loring  its  vieniity.    Tho  Syrians  of  the  place,  who 
came  out  to  meet  them,  manifested  their  joy  with  Aveepiniif 
eiirnestnerJs,  throuirh  ai)iHeh('osion  for  their  safety,  on  aceoimt 
of  the  smaUucss  of  their  numbers;  for  few  more  than  a  hun- 
dred liorsemen  were  of  the  JJarty.    lUit  our  people  haviiisj 
suppliantly  adored  the  sacred  edifice,  f  immediately  stretch 
anxiously  forward  towards  Jerusalem.    The  Turks,  confi- 
dent of  their  force,  fiercely  sallieil  out,  and  for  some  time 
skirmished  wilh  our  tioop.s,  for  the  whole  army  had  nowr 

*  The  cri'iili^Hf  i»art  of  tlioir  nifirrh  is  niont  accurately  truced  iu  Maun- 
UreD'd  J«umicy  frum  Aleppo  to  JcTu.siIeiii. — Hauuy. 

•|-  The  ehureh  of  St.  Mary,  at  Ik'tlih'heui,  cuntuincti  within  its  walU  • 
nirt  of  Ki  i>tiu,  iu  which  it  wiut  pretentlvd  Clirint  wtw  iMjni. — Scv  Bctlv, 
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come  up ;  but  they  were  soon  repulsed  by  the  ezeitionH  of 

the  Franks,  anjj  sought  security  from  their  encircling  walls. 

The  numbers  Avho  have  already  written  on  the  subject, 
admonish  me  to  su^  nothing  of  tlie  situation  and  disposition 
of  Jerusalem,  nor  is  it  necessary  for  my  narrative  to  expa* 
tiate  on  such  a  field.  Almost  every  person  is  acquainted 
with  what  Josephus,  EucheriuSi  and  Bede,  have  said:  for 
who  is  not  iuvure,  that  it  was  called  Salem  from  Melchisedec ; 
Jcbus  Irom  the  Jebusites ;  Jerusalem  from  Solomon?  AVho 
lias  not  heard  how  often,  falling  fiom  adverse  war,  it  buried 
its  inhabitants  in  its  ruius,  thruup^h  the  diiierent  attacks  of 
Kabugodonosor,  of  Titus,  or  of  Adrian?  It  was  this  last 
who  rebuilt  Jerusalem,  called  ilSUa,  after  his  surname,  en- 
closing it  with  a  circular  wall,  of  greater  compass,  that  it 
miglit  embrace  the  site  of  the  sepulchre  of  our  Lord^  whicli 
originally  stood  witliuut:  Mount  Sion,  too,  added  to  the  city, 
stands  eminent  as  a  citadel.  It  pussessus  no  .sprinirs  ;*  but 
water,  collected  in  cisterns,  prepared  for  that  purpose,  sup- 
plies the  wants  of  the  inhabitants :  for  the  site  ot*  the  city, 
beginning  from  the  northern  summit  of  Mount  Sion,  has  so 
gentle  a  declivity,  that  the  rain  which  falls  there  does  not 
form  any  mire,  but  running  like  rivulets,  is  received  into 
tanks,  or  llowing  through  the  ritreets,  augmonts  the  brook 
Ivedron.  Hire  is  the  church  of  our  Lord,  and  the  temple, 
which  tliey  cull.  Solomon's,  by  whom  built  is  unknown,  but 
religiously  reverenced  by  the  Turks;  more  especndly  the 
church  of  our  Lord,  whex'c  they  daily  worshippedi  and  pro- 
hibited the  Christians  from  entering,  having  placed  there  a 
statue  of  Mahomet.  Here  also  is  a  church  of  elegant  work- 
ni;inshij),  containing  the  holy  sc^pulchre,  built  by  Constantine 
the  Great,  and  wliich  has  never  suflered  any  injury  from  the 
enemies  of  our  faith,  through  fear,  as  I  suppose,  of  being 
struck  by  that  celestial  fire  which  brightly  shines  in  lampn, 
every  year,  on  the  Vigil  t  of  Easter*    When  this  miracle  had 

*  "  Jcrusiilfm  wan  posscssci^  only  of  tlie  torrent  of  Kcdron,  i\ry  in  buih- 
jnvTf  and  of  the  lilllo  brook  or  !*j>nn^'  of  Siloe,  (Uclaiitl,  toau  i.  pp. 
3U0).    Tacitus  incntioiis  a  pLTcnuial  lountuin,  an  a4|ue<luct,  aiul  cisterns  of 
rain- water.    The  aqueduct  was  conveyed  from  the  rivulet  Ickoe,  or 
Etham,  which  is  likewise  mentioned  by  Buhadin,  (in  Yit.  Saladiiu  p.  2'6ii»Y* 

HAftDY. 

f  It  was  pretended  that  the  lumps' in  tlio  ehurch  of  tlie  Uo)y  Sepulelire 
weie  minusuLously  Ignited  on  £a8ter  £ve. 
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a  beginning,  or  whether  it  existed  before  the  times  of  the 
8aracen8»  history  has  left  no  trace.   I  have  read  in  the 

writings  of  Bernard*  the  monk,  that  about  two  huiidretl  and 
litty  yeard  ago,  that  is,  A.  D.  870,  he  went  to  Jerusalem  and 
buw  tliat  lire,' and  was  entertained,  in  the  Hospital  which  the 
most  glorious  Charles  the  Great  had  there  ordered  to  be 
built,  and  where  he  had  eoUeoted  a  library  at  great  expense. 
He  relates,  that  both  in  Kgypt  and  in  that  place,  the  Chris- 
tians, under  the  dominion  of  the  Turks,  enjoyed  such  secu- 
rity, that  ii'  uny  tnivt?lU»r  lost  a  beast  of  burden  by  accident, 
in  the  midst  of  the  liigh  road,  he  miglit  leave  his  baggage 
and  ])roceod  to  tlie  near^»st  city  for  assistance,  and  without 
doubt  lind  every  thing  untouched  at  liis  return.    Still,  from 
the  suspicion  that  they  might  be  spies,  no  foreign  Cluristian 
could  live  there  securely,  unless  protected  by  the  signet  of 
the  emperor  of  Babylon.    The  natives  purchased  peace  from 
the  Turks  at  th<i  expense  oi'  three  talents  or  bezants  an- 
nually..  lJut  as  IkTiiaid  mentions  the  name  of  Theodosius, 
tlie  then  patriarch,  this  gives  luc  on  occasion  of  enumerating 
the  whole  of  the  patriarchs. 

James  the  brother  of  our  Lord  and  son  of  Joseph;  Simon 
son  of  Cleophas,  the  cousin  of  Christ,  for  Clcophas  was  the 
brother  of  Joseph;  Justus,  Zaccheus,  Tobias,  Benjamin, 
Johannes,  Macciibieus,  Philip,  Seneca,  Justus,  Levi,  Ellrom, 
Jesse,  tlmhH  ;  tliese  iif'leen  were  circumcised:  Mark,  Cas- 
sian,  l*ublius,  ^laximus,  Julian,  Gains  ;  who  first  celebrated 
Kaster  and  Lent  after  the  iioman  manner  :  Symmaclius, 
Gains,  Julian,  Capito,  Maxinius,  Antonius,  Yalens,  Docilia* 
nus,  Narcissus,  Diu9,  Germanio,  Gordius,  Alexander,  Maza* 
banus,  Irnieneus,  Zabdas,  Erroon,  Macharius ;  in  his  time 
tlic  Holy  Cross  was  found  by  St.  Helena:  Cyriacus,  Max- 
iuius,  Cyrillus,  wlio  built  the  church  of  the  Holy  Sepulchre, 
and  of  Alount  Calvary,  and  of  Dethlehem,  and  of  the  Valley 
of  Jehosax^hat.    All  thcso  were  called  bisliops.    After  them 

*  Bernard,  with  two  eompantonB,  sailed  from  Italy  to  Alexandria,  and 
tmvellcd  Ihcnco  by  land  to  Jenualcm  in  the  year  870.  Their  tmvela  are 

Iirinted  in  ^  Mubillon'a  Acta  Iknedictinoruni.*'  The  account  is  bhort,  but 
nut  several  intcrcbtiii^'  particulars.  There  is  also  u  good  MS.  in  the  Britiih 
Mu.sfum,  liih.  Cutt,  Faust,  b.  1,  wbcre,  by  ii  mistake  «»f  the  »crif>c,  it  Is 
tlatucl  A.  D.  J>70,  Imt  tliis  Is  rU  arly  wronjj,  for  Ucmard  meutiona  Lcwi%king 
of  Italy,  US  tiicu  living,  uuU  ho  died  a.  a7d« 
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arose  the  patriarchs :  Cyrillus  the  first  patriarch ;  Johannes, 
Prailius,  Juvenalis,*  Zacharias,  in  whose  time  came  Cosdrocf 
king  of  Persia  to  Jerusalem,  and  destroyed  the  churches  of 
Judea  and  Jerusalem,  and  slew  with  his  army  six  and  tliirty 
thousand  of  the  Christiana:  Modestus,  who  was  appointecl 
patriarch  by  the  emperor  HeracUus,  when  he  returned  victo- 
rions  from  Persia:.  Sophroniusy  in  whose  time  the  Saracens 
came  and  thrust  out  all  the  Christians  from  Jerusalem,  except 
the  patriurch,  whom  ihey  suHered  to  remain  out  of  reverence 
to  his  simetity:  this  was  the  period  wlien  the  Saracens  over- 
ran tlie  whole  of  K^ypt,and  Alriea,  and  Judea,  and  even  Spain, 
and  the  Balearic  Isles.  Part  of  Spain  was  wrested  from  them 
by  Charles  the  Great^  but  the  reuminderi  together  with  the 
countries  I  have  enumerated,  they  have  possessed  for  nearly 
five  hundred  years,  down  to  the  present  day:  TheodoruSjJ 
Ilia,  Georgius,  Thomas,  Basilius,  Sergius,  Saloinontes, 
TliLudosius,  whom  Bernard  relates  to  have  been  iiu  abljiit, 
and  that  he  was  torn  from  his  monastery,  whicli  was  filteen 
miles  distant  from  JeruMuiem,  and  made  patriarch  of  that 
city :  then  too  they  say  that  Miehael  was  patriarch  in  Baby* 
Ion  over  Kgypt,  the  patriarchate  of  Alexandria  being  re- 
moved thither:  Ilia,  Sergius,  Leonthos,  Athanasius,  Christo- 
dolus,  Thomas,  Joseph,  Orestes ;  in  his  time  came  Sultan 
Aeliim,  the  nephew  of  th0  patriareh  Orestes,  iiom  Babylon, 
who  sent  his  army  to  Jerusalem,  destroyed  all  the  churelies, 
that  is  to  say,  four  thousand,  and  caused  his  uncle,  the  patri- 
arch, to  be  conveyed  to  Babylon  and  there  slain :  Theophilus, 
Nieephorus:  he  built  the  present  church  of  the  Holy 
Sepulchre,  by  tlic  favour  of  Sultan  Achim:  Sophronius;  in 
his  time  the  Turks^  coming  to  Jerusalem,  fought  with  the 
Saracens,  killed  them  all,  and  possessed  the  eityj  hut  the 
Christians  continued  there  under  the  dominion  ot*  tlie  Turks: 
Cuthimus,  Simeon  j  in  whose  time  came  the  Franks  and  laid 

ft 

*  Some  MSa  insert  the  name  of  anotlicr  Julin  aftur  JuveiiaiiH,  \mi  no 
patriarcb  of  Hm  name  k  known  to  have  lived  at  ilmt  period.  Mulmtaburx 
naa»  moreover^  omitted  the  names  of  eleven  patnaiehs,  between  Juveiiul, 
who  died  a.D»  458,  and  ZiichariiUi  who  died  a.d.  G0!I. 

t  Coarocs,  or  Chosroca  the  .  Second^  king  of  Persia. 

t  "  Tlie  eliun  li  of  Jerusiilem  wa»  vaeant  after  the  death  of  Sophroniua, 
A.D.  G44,  until  tlio  year  705,  when  John  V  frucceeded.  whom  Tiieudoru* 
Ibllowed,  A.D,  754.*'— Hjuu)Y,  . 
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sie^c  to  Jerusalem,  and  rcsc!\icd  it  from  the  hands  of  the 
Turks  and  of  the  king  of  Babylon. 

In  the  fourth  year,  then,  of  tlic  expedition  to  Jerusalem^ 
the  third  after  the  capture  of  Nice,  and  the  aecoad  after 
that  of  Antioch,  the  Franks  laid  siege  to  Jerusalem, — a  int^ 
wdl  able  to  repay  the  toiU  of  war,  to  soothe  its  labours^  and 
to  requite  the  fondest  expectation.    It  was  now  the  seventh 
day  of  June,  nur  were  the  besiegers  apprehensive  of  want- 
in^^  ftHul  or  drink  lur  tliLinselves,  as  the  harw^it  was  on  the 
ground,  and  tlie  grupe.s  were  ripe  u|)on  tlie  vines;  the  care 
atone  of  their  cattle  distressed  them,  which,  from  the  nature 
of  the  place  and  of  the  season,  hud  no  running  stream  to 
support  them,  for  the  heat  of  the  sun  had  dried  up  tlie 
secret  sprinp^s  of  tlie  hi*ooIc  Siloah,  which,  at  uncertain 
periods,  used  to  slied  abroad  its  refreshing  waters.  This 
brook,  wlien  at  any  time  swollen  witli  rain,  inci  otises  that  of 
Kedron ;  and  then  jiasses  on,  with  bubbling  eurrent,  into  the 
valley  of  Jehosapluit.    But  this  is  extremely  rare;  for  there 
is  no  certain  period  of  its  augmentation  or  decrease.  In 
consequence,  the  enemy,  suddenly  darting  from  their  caverns;, 
frequently  killed  our  people,  when  straggling  abroad  for  the 
pur|H)se  of  watering  the  cattle.   In  the  meantime  tlie  chiefs 
were  eaeh  observant  at  their  respective  post.^,  and  Raymond 
actively  <Mn|)loyed  before  the  tower  of  David.*  This  fortress, 
dvi'ouciing  the  city  ou  the  west,  and  strengthened,  nearly  half 
way  u^i,  by  courses  of  squared  stone  soldered  with  lead, 
repels  every  fear  of  invaders  when  guarded  by  a  small  party 
witliin.   As  they  saw,  tlierefore,  that  the  city  was  difficult 
to  carry  on  account  of  tlie  steep  precipices,  the  strength  of 
the  walls,  and  the  fierceness  of  the  enemy,  tliey  ordered 
engines  to  be  constructed.    But  before  this,  indeed,  on  the 
seventh  day  of  the  siege,  they  had  tried  their  fortune  by 
erecting  ladders,  and  hurling  swift  arrows  against  their  oppo- 
nents: but,  as  the  ladders  were  few,  and  perilous  to  those 
who  mounted  them,  since  they  were  exposed  on  aU  sides  and 
nowhere  protected  from  wounds,  they  changed  their  design. 
There  was  one  engine  which  we  call  the  Sow,  the  ancients, 
Vinea ;  because  iIac  machine,  wluch  is   constructed  of 

*  The  tower  of  Diiviil  was  the  old  tower  pKcphliui  or  Ncblosa  ;  it  wna 
like  wine  culled  CiiAteUuin  Pisunuxu,  from  the  patriarvh  Daimbert*  (D*Aii- 
ville,  pp.  19^23.)'**-iiAiuiY. 
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digM  tiiiiben»  the  roof  covered  with  boards  and  wicker- 
work,  and  ihe  aides  defended  with  undressed  hides^  protects 

those  who  are  within  it,  who,  after  the  manner  of  a  sow, 
proceed  to  undermine  tlie  foundations  of  the  walls.  There 
was  another,  which,  for  want  of  timber,  was  hut  n  moderuttj 
tti'zed  tower,  coiLstructed  after  tlie  manner  of  houses  :*  they 
call  it  Berefreid:  this  was  intended  to  equal  the  walls  in 
l)cight»    Tlie  making  of  this  machine  delayed  tlie  3it'ge»  on 
account  of  the  unskilfulness  of  the  Workmen  and  the  scare!  ty 
of  the  wcmmI.    And 'now  the  foui*teenth  day  of  July  iirrivecl,. 
when  some  began  to  undermine  the  wall  with  the  sows, 
others  to  move  fonvard  the  tower.    To  do  thi.s  more  eou- 
venicntly,  they  took  it  towards  the  works  in  separate  pieees, 
and,  putting  it  together  again  at  mdi  a  distance  as  to  be  out 
of  bowshot,  advanced  it  on  wheels  nearly  close  ,  to  the 
wall.   In  the  meantime,  tlie  slingers  with  stones,  the  ai*chers 
with  arrows,  and  the  cro8s*bow-men  with  bolts,  each  intent  . 
on  his  own  department,  began  to  press  fonvard  and  dislodge 
their  opponents  iVoni  the  ramparts;  soldiers,  too,  unmatched 
in  courage,  ascend  the  tower,  waging  nearly  equal  war 
against  the  enemy  with  missile  weapons  and  witli  stones. 
>[or,  indeed,  were  our  foes  at  all  remiss ;  but  trusting  their 
whole  security  to  their  valour,  they  poured  down  grease  and 
l>urning  oil  upon  the  tower,  and  slung  stones  on  the  soldieri** 
rejoicing  in  the  completion  of  their  desires  by  the  destruc 
lion  of  muhitudes.    During  the  whole  of  thai  day  llic  batlU 
was  sueh  that  neither  ])arty  seemed  to  think  they  had  hvvn 
worsted;  on  the  following,  whieli  was  the  liftecjith  of  July, 
the  business  was  decided.    For  the  Franks,  becoming  more 
experienced  from  the  event  of  the  attack  of  the  preceding 
day,  threw  faggots  flaming  with  oil  on  a  tower  adjoining 
the  wall,  and  on  the  party  who  defended  it,  whieh,  bla/ing 
Ly  the  action  of  the  wind,  first  seized  the  timber  imd  tlit  ii 
the  stones,  and  drove  ofl'  the  garrison.    JNlort  uvcr  tlu^  beams 
which  the  Turks  had  left  hanging  down  from  the  walls  in 
order  that,  being  forcibly  drawn  back,  they  might,  by  their 
recoil,  butter  the  tower  in  pieces  in  case  it  should  advance 
too  near,  were  by  the  Franks  dragged  to  theni,  by  cutting 
away  the  ropes;  and  being  placed  from  the  engine  to  the 

■  •  That  is  to  sj^y,  with  several  iloors*  or  a][iurtm6nti»,  one  ubovo  the  other ; 
caeh  of  which  eoaUiiucd  soldiery. 
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waUy  'imd  covered  with  hurdles,  they  formed  a  bridge  of  com- 
inunication  from  the  mmparts  to  the  tower.  Thas  wliat  the 
infidels  had  oontrived  for  their  defence  beeanie  the  means  of 
their  destruction;  for  then  the  enemy,  dkmaycd  by  the  >. 

.  HHuiking  muHsed  of  flume  and  by  the  eoui-age  of  our  soldiers, 
\)Q^(\n  to  pjiye  way.  Those  uilvanciiig  on  the  wall,  and 
thence  into  the  city,  iniiniiljstcd  the  excess  of  their  joy  by 
the  strennuiisiioss  of  their  exertions.  T!n^4  success  look 
place  on  the  bide  of  Godfrey  and  of  the  two  lioberts;  liay- 
nioiul  knew  nothing  of  the  circumstance,  till  the  cry  of  the 
fugitives  and  the .  alann  of  the  i>eople,  throwing  thomsdves 
from  the  wall^,  who  thus  met  death  while  flying  from  it» 
acquainted  liini  that  the  city  was  taken.  On  seeing  this,  he 
rujrhetl  with  drawn  sword  on  the  runaways,  and  h;ist(  iicil  to 
avenge  the  injurioH  of  God,  until  he  had  yatiatcd  his  own 

.  animosity.  JNIoreover,  adverting  to  the  advantages  of  quiet 
lor  the  moment,  he  sent  unhurt  to  Ascalon  five  hundred 
Ethiopians,  who,  retreating  to  the  citadel  of  David,  had 
given  up  the  keys  of  the  gates  under  promise  of  per- 
sonal safety.  There  %vas  no  place  of  refuge  for  the  Turks, 
fio  indiscriminately  did  tlic  insatiable  rage  of  the  victors 
i; weep  away  both  the  suppliant  and  the  resisting.  Ten  thou- 
Hand  were  slain  in  thtj  tcmphj  4>f  Solomon ;  more  were 
llirown  from  the  tops  of  the  churches,  and  of  the  citadel. 
After  this,  the  dead  bodies  w<rre  heaped  and  di.ssolved  into 
the  aery  iluid  by  means  of  lire  ;  lest  putrifying  in  the  open  * 
air,  they  should  ])our  contagion  on  the  heavy  atmosphere. 
The  city  being  thus  expiated  by  the  slaughter  of  the  infukls, 
tlicy  prociM'drd  with  h(»arts  contrite  and  bodii'H  prostrate  to 
the  si  puK  lirc  of  tlie  Lord,  which  tliey  had  so  long  earnestly 
Fought  alter,  and  for  which  they  had  undergoiie  so  many 

'  labours.  By  what  ample  incense  of  prayer,  they  propitiated 
heaven,  or  by  what  i*epentant  tears  they  once  again  hniught 
hack  the  iavour  of  Gud,  none,  I  am  confident,  cati  desj:riljei 
no,  not  if  the  splendid  ehxpicnccof  the  ancients  could  revive 

'  or  Orpheus  liim.sclC  return;  who,  as  it  is  said,  bent  e*en  the 
listenini,^  rocks  to  liis  liarinonious  strain.  Be  it  imagined 
then,  ratlicr  than  expressed. 

So  remarkal)le  was  the  example  of  furlxiarancc  exhibited 
.  by  the  chiefs,  that,  neither  on  that,  nor  on  the  following  day, 
did  any  of  them,  through  lust  of  spoil,  withdraw  his  •mind 
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from  following  up  tbe  victory.  Tancred  alonCi  beset  with 
iU«>timed  covetousnesSi  carried  off  some  valuable  effects  from 
the  temple  of  Solomon ;  but,  afterwards^  reproved  by  his 
own  condcience»  and  the  address  of  some  other  persons,  he  " 
restored,  if  not  the  same  things,  yet  such  as  were  of  equal 
value.*  At  that  time,  if  any  man,  ]iowever  poor,  seized  a 
house,  or  riches  of  any  kind,  he  did  not  afterwards  encounter 
the  brawlinga  of  the  powerful,  but  hehl,  what  he  had  once 
possessed,  as  his  liereditary  right.  Without  delay,  then, 
Godfrey,  that  brilliant  mirror  of  Cliristian  nobility,,  in 
whiclv  as  in  a  splendid  ceiling,!  the  lustre  of  every  virtue 
was  reflected,  was  chosen  king  ;  J  all,  in  lively  hope,  agree- 
ing, that  tlicy  could  in  no  wise  better  cuiisult  tliu  advantage 
of  the  church ;  deferring,  in  the  iiieuntiine,  the  election  of  a 
patriarch,  w)\o  was  to  be  appointed  by  the  determination  of 
the  Itoman  l^ontiff.  § 

But  the  emperor  of  Babylon,  not  the  city  built  by  Nimrod 
and  enlarged  by  Semiramis  and  now  said  to  bo  deserted,  but 
that  wliich  Cambyses,  son  of  Cyrus,  built  in  Egypt,  on  the 
spot  where  Taplmis  formerly  stcSod:  the  emperor  of  Baljylon, 
I  say,  venting  his  long-conceived  indignation  against  the 
Franks,  sent  tlie  commander  of  his  forces,  to  drive  them,  as 
he  said,  out  of  his  kingdom,  llasteuiug  to  i'uUi!  the  connuand, 
%vhen  he  heard  that  Jerusalem  was  taken,  he  redoubled  his 
diligence,  though  he  Imd  by  no  means  been  indolent  before* 
Tlie  design  of  the  barbarian  was  to  besiege  the  Christians  in 
Jerusalem,  and  after  the  victory,  which  he,  falsely  i)resaging, 
already  uhtaincd  in  imagination,  to  destroy  utterly  tlie  sepul- 
chre of  our  Lord.  The  Christians,  who  desired  nothing  less 
than  again  to  endure  the  miseries  of  a  siege,  taking  courage 
through  God'ts  assistance,  march  out  of  the  city  towards 
Ascalon,  to  oppose  the  enemy ;  and  carry  with  them  part  of 
the  cross  of  Clirist,  wldch  a  certain  Syrian,  an  inhabitant  of 

•  Tnterestccl  motives  and  conduct,  it  is  to  ho  o>>servcil,  aro  Bcveml  tiincB 
inipulcil  'o  the  advcnturtra  Iruui  Sicily  and  Caliibria. 

+  In  tillusion  to  tlic  custom  of  iiainting  and  gii*ling  tlie  ceilings. 

J  Codircy  would  not,  however,  acct  jit  the  name  of  kinj^,  nor  wear  n 
croHTi  of  jewela  in  a  city  where  his  Saviour  had  Uccn  erownttd  with  tljorn3. 
He  therefore  contented  hinuelf  with  the  title  of  ^  Defender  and  Daroa  of 
the  Holy  Sepulchre.'* 

§  Pope  Urban  however  died  fourteen  days  stile?  the  taking  of  Jenisalem, 
Paibcxt  was  appointed  putriiurch  of  the  captured  city. 
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Jerusalem,  had  produced,  as  it  had  been  prcaervod  in  his 
house,  in  successioii  from  father  to  son.  This  truly  was  a 
fortunate  and  a  loyal  device,  that  the  secret  should  be  all 
along  kept  from  the  Turks.  Obtaining  moreover  a  great 
booty  of  aheep  and  cattle,  near  Ascfdon,  they  issued  a 
general  order,  to  leave  the  whole  of  it  in  the  open  plain, 

*  lest  it  should  be  an  impediment  when  engaging  tlie  next 
morninjr,  is  they  would  have  spoil  more  than  enough  if  tht*j 

.   couiiuered,  so  that,  free  from  incumbrance,   they  might 
aveipj^o  the  injurii  H  of  heaven.    In  the  morning,  therefore, 
as  the  army  was  on  its  march,  you  might  see,  I  believe  by 
divine  instihet,  tlie  cattle  with  their  heads  erect,  proceeding 
by  the  aide  of  the  soldiers^  and  not  to  be  driven  away  l>y  any 
force.    The  enemy  perceiving  this  at  a  distance,  and  their 
sight  being  dazzled  by  the  rays  of  the  sun,  lost  their 
confideiu  i  ,  ere  tlie  battle  could  commence,  as  they  thought 
tlie  multitude  of  their  opponents  wna  countless  :  yet  were 
they,  tln*ni.Hi*lves,  by  no  means  dctieiont  in  numbers,  and  by 
.  long  exercise,  trained  to  battle.  They  endeavoured  therefore 
to  hem  in  the  Franks,  who  were  prpcecding  at  a  slow  rate, 
by  dividing  their  force  into  two  bodies,  and  by  curving  their 
wings.    But  the  leaders,  and  more  especially  Robert  the 
^.'uiuKiii,  who  was  in  the  advanced  guard,  eluding  strat:igem 
by  stratagem,  or  rather  cunning  by  valour,  led  on  their 
archers  and  infantry,  and  hroke  tlirougii  the  centre  of  the 
lieatliens.    Moreover  the  Lorraine  cavalry,   which  was 
stationed  with  its  commander  in  the  rear,  advancing  by 
the  flanks,  prevented  their  flight,  and  occupied  the  whole 
plain.  Tlius  the  Turks,  ])enctratcd  in  the  front,  and  hemmed 
in  on  every  side,  w(»re  shiin  at  the  pleasure  of  the  victors  ; 
the  remainder  escaping  tlu'ongh  favour  of  approacliing  niglit. 
I^Tany  golden  utensils  were  found  in  their  camp  ;  many 
jewels,  which,  tliough  from  their  scarcity  unknown  in  our 
country,  there  sliine  in  native  sfdendour.  '  Nor  .was  there 
ever  a  more  j<iyful  vietory  for  i\u*.  C'hristians,  because  they 
obtained  the  most  precious  siK>il  without  loss* 

Kctuming  therefore  to  Jerusalem,  when,  by  a  rest  of 
many  days,  they  had  recruited  their  strength,  some  of  them,, 
tjighing  for  tin  ir  native  ccunitry,  prepan  »1  to  return  by  sea, 
Godfrey  and  Tanered  only  reuniined  ;  )>rinces,  truly  noble, 
and,  to  whose  j^lory,  posterity,  it  it  judge  riglitly,  never  cau 
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set  limits :  meiii  who^  from  the  intense  cold  of  Surope,  . 
plunged  into  the  insupportable  heat  of  the  East :  prodigal 
of  thdlr  own  lives,  so  that  they  eould  succour  suffering 

Christianity,  Who,  besides  the  fears  of  barbarous  incursions, 
in  constant  apprehension  from  the  uiiwholesomeness  of  an 
unknown  climate,  despised  the  security  of  rest  and  of  health 
in  their  own  country;  and  although' very  few  ifk  number, 
kept  in  subjection  so  many  hostile  cities  by  their  reputation 
and  prowess.   They  were  memorable  patterns^  too,  of  trust 
in  God ;  not  hesitating  to  remain  in  that  climate,  where  they 
might  cither  suffer  from  pestilential  air,  or  be  slain  by  the 
rage  of  the  Saracens.    Let  the  celebration  of  the  poets  tlien 
give  way  ;  nor  let  ancient  fiction  extol  her  earliest  heroes. 
iSTo  age  hath  produced  aught  comparable  to  tlie  fame  of  ihitsa 
men.    For,  if  the  ancients  had  any  merit,  it  vanished  after 
death  with  the  smoke  of  their  funeral  pile ;  because  it  luid 
been  spent^  rather  on  the  vapour  of  earthly  reputation,  than 
in  the  acquisition  of  substantial  good.    But  the  utility  of 
these  meu*s  valour  will  be  felt,  and  its  dignity  ucknowiedj^cd, 
as  long  as  the  world  shall  continue  tq  revolve,  or  pure 
Christianity  to  flourish.    What  shall  I  say  of  the  good  order 
and  forbearance  of  the  whole  army  ?  There  was  no  gluttony ; 
no  lewdness,  which  was  not  directly  corrected  by  the 
authority  of  the  commandei*s,  or  the  preaching  of  the  bii^hops. 
There  was  no  wish  to  plunder  as  they  passed  through  the 
territories  of  the  Christians  ;  no  eontroversy  amonj^  them- 
8elv<.\s  wliieh  was  not  easily  settled  by  the  exaniiuution  of 
mediators.    "Wlierdurc,  since  the  commendation  of  an  army  i 
so  well-ordered  redounds  to  the  glory  of  its  conductors,  X  i 
will  signalize,  in  my  narrative,  the  exploits  and  the  adven- 
tures of  each  respective  chief ;  nor  will  I  fiubtract  any  thing  I 
^frpm  the  truth,  as  I  received  it  on  the  faith  of  niy  relators. 
But  let  no  one  who  1ms  had  a  fuller  knowledge  of  these 
events,  accuse  me  of  want  uf  diligence,  since  we,  who  arc 
secluded  on  tins  side  of  the  liritish  ocean,  hear  but  the  faint 
echo  of  Asiatic  tmnsactions. 

King  Godfrey  takes  the  lead  in  my  commendation :  he 
was  the  son  of  Eustace  count  of  Boulogne,  of  whom  I  have 
spoken  in  the  time  of  king  Kd  ward,  but  more  ennobled  matern- 
ally, as  by  that  line  he  was  descended  from  Cliarles  the 
Great.    For,  his  mother,  named  Ida,  daughter  of  the  ancient 
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Godfrey  duke  of  Lorraine,  had  a  brother  called  Godfrey  after 
his  father,  surimmcd  Bocard.    This  was  at  the  time  when 
Robert  Friso,  of  whoiu  I  liaVe  spoken  above,  on  the  dcutli  of 
i^loreuee,  duke '  of  Frie^Uiud,  married  Ids  widow  Gertude  ; 
advancing  Theodoric,  his  son-in-law,  to  the  succession  of  tho  ' 
duchy.    Bocard  could  not  eudur^  this ;  but  expelling  Friso^ 
aubjccted  the  country  to  bis  own  wilL  Vtiso^  unable  to  re- 
venge himself  by  \wir,  did  it  by  stratagem ;  killing  Bocard 
through  the  agency  of  liis  Flemings,  who  di'ovC  a  weapon 
into  his  posteriors,  as  he  was  bitting  for  a  natural  occasion. 
In  this  manner  the  son-in-law  succeeded  to  the  duchy,  by 
tiic  means  of  his  fathcr-in-law.    Tho  wife  of  this  Godfrey 
was  the  marchioness  Matilda,  mentioned  in  the  former  bool^ 
who  on  her  husband's  death  spiritedly  retained  the  duchy,  in 
opposition  to  the  emperor ;  more  especially  in  Italy,  for  of 
Lorraine  and  the  hither-countries  he  got  possession.  Ida 
tlien,  us  I  began  to  rehite,  animated  her  son  Godfrey  with 
great  expcetaliuiis  ot*  getting  the  earldom  of  Lorraine  :  for  the 
paternal  inheritance  Imd  devolved  on  Eustace  her  eldest  son  ; 
the  youngest,  Baldwin,  was  yet  a  boy.    Godfrey  arriving  at 
a  suUicient  age  to  bear  arms,  dedicated  Ins  services  to  the 
emperor  Henry,  who  is  mentioned  in  the  preceding  book.' 
Acquiring  his  friemlship,  tlierelbre,  by  unremitting  exertions, 
he  received  from  the  emperor's  siiigular  liberality  the  uht>le- 
ot*  Lorraine  as  a  recompencc.    Ileuceit  arose,  that  when  the 
quarrel  broke  out  between  tIici>opeand  Henry,  he  went  with 
the  latter  to  tlie  siege  of  Kome ;  was  the  first  to  break 
.  through  tliat  part  of  the  wall  which  was  assigned  for  his 
attack,  and  faciUtated  the  entmnce  of  the  besiegers.  Being 
in  extreme  perspiration,  and  panting  with  heat,  he  entered  a 
subterraneous  vault  which  he  Ibund  iu  liis  way,  and  when  he  • 
had  there  appeased  the  viul  nee  of  liis  thirst  by  an  exeesaive 
draiiglit  of  wine,  he  brought  on  a  quartan  fever.    Otliers  say 
that  he  fell  a  victim  to  poisoned  wim^  as  tiie  Romans,  and 
men  of  that  country,  are  used  to  infect  whole  casks.  Others 
report,  that  a  portion  of  the  walls  fell  to  his  lot,  wliere  the 
Tiber  flowing,  exhales  destructive  vapours  in  the  morning  ; 
thiit  by  this  fatal  pest,  all  his  soldiers,  with  the  <  xception  of 
ten,  l(?st  tht'ir  lives  ;  and  that  himself,  losing  his  nails  and 
Ids  hair,  never  entirely  recovered.    But  be  it  which  it  might 
of  these,  it  appears  that  he  was  never  iree  from  a  slow  fever. 
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until  hearing  fhe  report  of  the  expedition  to  Jcnisaleniy  he 
made  a  mw  to  go  thither^  if  God  would  kindly  restore  his 
healtlu   The  moment  tins  vow  was  made,  the  strength  of  the 
duke  revived;  so  that,  recovering  apace,  he  shook  ilHcaso 
from  his  limbs,  and  rising  with  expanded  breast,  as  it  >Yere, 
from  years  of  decrepitude,  shone  with  renovated  yontlu  In 
consccjucncc,  grateful  for  the  mercies  of  Uod  showered  down  * 
upon  him,  lie  went  to  Jerusalem  the  very  first,  or  among  the 
first ;  leading  a  numerous  army  to  the  war.    And  though  he 
commanded  a  hardy  and  experienced  band,  yet  none  was 
esteemed  readier  to  attat^k,  or  more  efficient  in  the  combat 
than  himself.    Indeed  it  is  known,  that,  at  the  siege  of  An- 
tiocli,  with  a  Lorraiiiian  sword,  he  cut  asmuh'r  a  Turk,  who 
had  demanded  single  combat,  and  that  one  half  of  the  man 
lay  panting  on  the  ground,  while  the  horse,  at  full  t^peed, 
carried   away  the  otlKT :  so  firmly  the  miscreant,  sat. - 
Another  also  who  attacked  him  he  clave  asunder  from  the 
neck  to  the  groin,  by  taking  aim  at  his  head  with  a  sword  ; 
nor  did  the  dreadful  .stroke  stop  here,  but  cut  entirely  tln  uugh 
the  saddle,  and  the  baek-l)onc  of  the  horse.    I  liave  lieard  a 
man  of  veracity  relate,  that  he  had  .seen  what  I  lierc  subjoin  : 
during  the  siege,  a  soldier  of  the  duke's  had  gone  out  to 
forage  ;  and  being  attacked  by  a  lion,  avoided  destjniction  for 
some  time,  by  the  interj)o.sition  of  his  shield,  Godfrey, 
grieved  at  this  sight,  transflxf*d  the  ferocious  animal  with  a 
liuuting  spear.    Wouiuled,  and  becoming  fiercer  from  the 
pain,  it  turned  again.st  tlie  prince  witli  >uv\\  violeiiee  ns  to 
hurt  his  leg  with  the  iron  wdiieh  projected  irom  the  wouml ; 
and  had  he  not  hastened  witli  hin  sword  to  rii>  it  up,  this 
pattern  of  valour  must  have  perished  by  the  tusk  of  a  wild 
beast.   Kcnowned  from  these  BU<*eosses,  he  was  exalted  to  be 
king  of  Jerusalem,  more  especially  because  he  was  con- 
spicuous in  rank  and  "coura^rti  witliout  being  arro^rant.  His 
dominion  was  small  and  conliiad,  containing,  besides  tlui  few 
surrounding  towns,  scarcely  any  cities.    For  tlie  kin^'.s  lj:id 
8tate  of  health,  which  attacked  him  immediately  after  the 
Babylonish  war,  caused  a  cessation  of  warlike  enterprise  ;  so 
that  he  made  no  acquisitions :  yet,  by  able  management,  he 
so  well  restrained  the  avidity  of  the  barbarians  for  the  whole 
of  that  year,  that  nothing  was  lost.    They  report  that  the 
kiii^j,  from  being  unused  to  a  state  of  indolence,  fell  ag^un 
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into  hi«  original  feVer ;  but  I  conjecture^  that  God,  in  his 
own  good  time^  choao  early  to  translate,  to  a  bettjcr  Idngdom, 
a  aovd  rendered  acceptable  to  him  and  tried  by  so  msiny 
labours,  lest  wickedness  should  change  his  hearty  or  deceit 
bej^uilc  LLs  undcrstaiuling.  Revolving  time  tliua  completing 
u  reigii  of  one  year,  ho  died  placidly,  and  was  buriecV  on 
Mount  Golgotha  ;*  a  king  as  unconquemble  in  death,  as  he 
Imd  formerly  been  iii  buttle  ;  often  kindly  repressing  the  tears 
of  the  by-standers.  Being  asked  who  was  to  succeed  kim, 
he  mentioned  no  person  byname,  but  said  merely,  ^whoever 
was  most  worthy.**  He  never  would  wear  the  ensign  of 
royalty,  .saying,  it  was  too  great  arrogance  for  him  to  be 
crowned  for  glory,  in  tliat  city,  in  which  God  had  been 
crowned  in  muckeiy.**  Uc  died  on  the  iiftcenth  before  the 
kalends  of  August. 

On  Godfrey  s  decease,  Tancrcd  and  the  other  chiefs  de- 
clared that  Baldwin,  his  brother,  who  was  at  that  time  settled 
in  Mesopotamia,  should  be  king  :  for  Eustace,  the  elder 
brother,  who  came  to  Jerusalem  with  Godfrey,  had  long  since 
reluined  to  his  native  land.  The  acts  of  Baldwin  j^hall  be 
related  briclly,  but  witli  unsullied  truth  ;  supported  in  their 
credibility  by  the  narrative  of  Fulehert  of  Chai'tres,  who 
was  ills  chaplain,  and  wrote  somewhat  of  him,  in  a  style,  not 
altogether  unpolished,  but,  as  we  say,  without  elegance  or 
correctness,  and  which  may  serve  to  admonish  others  to  write 
more  curerully.  Baldwin,  undertaking  the  holy  pll;^iimagc 
with  the  rest,  had  for  .comijaniiMis  many  knights  of  dispo- 
sitiun  similar  to  his  own.  Confiding  iu  these  associates,  he 
began  to  levy  fresh  troops  for  his  purpose ;  to  watch  for 
brilliant  opportunities  wherein  to  manifest  his  prowess :  and, 
iitiuUy,  not  content  with  that  commendation  which  was  com- 
mon to  all,  leaving  the  rest  and  departing  three  days*  journey 
from  Antioch,  he  got  possession,  by  the*  consent  of  its  in- 
habitants, of  Tarsus,  a  noble  city  of  Cilicia :  Tarsus,  for- 
merly the  nursing-mother  of  the  apostle  Paul,  in  huiiour  of 
whom  tlie  cathedral  there  is  dedicated.    The  Tarsians  volun- 

*  Tho  cliureh  of  Golj$i»tha  contains  vithiii  it  tlic  ruck  on  which  tbo 
mm  was  fixed  for  the  crucifixion,    lictlo,  Ecclcs.  Hist.  p.  2ii4. 

•f*  Fuklu  r  wrote  an  account  of  tlie  transictionn  in  Syria,  where  ho  was 
present,  from  a.d.  to  1095  to  1124.  Malmcsburv  comlciises  nuich  of  his 
narrative  with  his  unual  ability.  It  is  printed  in  the  ilnbUi  Dei  per  Francos^ 
and^  up.  Uuchcbue  lli:>t.  I'laikc.  Scriptur.  torn.  iii. 
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tarily  submitted  to  his  protection,  as.  tlicy  were  Christiana, 
and  hoped  by  liis  aid  to  be  defended  from  tlio  Turks,  The 
Cilicians,  therefore^  eagerly  yielded  to  Ids  power,  more  espe- 
cially after  the  surrender  of 'Turbexhel,  .a  town  by  situation 
impregnable,  to  whose  sovereignty  the  inferior  towns  look 
up.    This  being  yielded,  as  I  have  said,  the  others  followed 
its  decision.    And  not  only  Cilicia,  but  Armenia,  and  Meso- 
potamia, eagerly  souglit  alliance  with  this  chief :  for  these 
provinces  were  almost  free  from  the  domination  of  the  Turks^ 
thovigh  infested  by  their  incursions.    Wherefore  tlie  prince 
of  the  city  of  £dess%  who  was  alike  pressed  by  the  hatred 
of  the  citizens  and  the  sword  of  the  enemy,  sent  letters  to 
Baldwin,  descriptive  of  his  difficulties,  desiring  liim  to  come 
with  all  speed,  and  receive  a  compensatiun  for  tlie  hibour  of 
liis  journey,  by  his  adoption,  as  he  had  no  is^ue  of  eitlier  sex. 
'  This  is  a  city  of  Mesopotamia  in  Syria,  very  noted  for  the 
fruitfulness  of  its  soil  and  for  the  resort  of  merchants,  twenty 
miles  distant  from  the  Euphrates,  and  a  hundred  from 
'  Antioch.   The  Greeks  call  it  Edessa  i  the  Syrians  Rothusia. 
Baldwin,  therefore,  exacting  an  oath  of  fidelity  from  the 
ainbus.sudor:^,  passed  the  Euphrates  with  only  sixty-nine 
horsemen  :  a  wonderful  instance,  it  may  be  «aid,  either  of 
fortitude,  or  of  rashness,  in  not  hesitating  to  proceed  among 
the  surrounding  nations,  of  barbarians,  whom  any  otiier  per- 
son, with  so  small  a  force,  would  have  distrusted  either  for 
their  race  or  their  unbelief.  -  By  the  Armenians  and  S}'riaus, 
indeed,  coming  out  to  meet  him  on  the  road  with  crosses  and 
torches,  he  was  received  with  j^rateful  joy,  and  kindly  enter- 
tained.   But  the  Turks,  emlcuvuuring  to  attack  his  rear,  wno 
frustrated  in  all  their  attempts  by  the  skill  of  BaUlwiu: 
the  Samosatians  setting  the  first  example  of  flight.  Sanio- 
sata  is  a  city  beyond  the  £uplu;ates,  from  whidi  arose  Paul 
of  Samosato,*  the  confutation  of  whose  heresy,  whoever 
is  desirous  may  read  in  the  History  of  Eusebius.    And,  if  I 
well  remember,  Josephus  says,  that  Antony  was  laying  siege 

•  Piiiil  \v;is  bisllop  of  Antioch  in  the  tliird  century.  "  He  was  better 
pleased  N^  itli  the  title  ot"  ilucenariu^  tlian  with  tliat  bI>l»o]).  ]\vrv>\^ 
like  tliusu  of  iS'octus  and  Lahellius  in  the  ssime  century,  ttndi  d  to  coiifouml 
tlic  myatcriou3  distinction  tjf  the  Divine  jicrhuns.  He  was  iK';,'ra(K'd  iroui 
bis  see  in  270,  by  tlie  Kuntcncu  oi  ci^lily  bisho|m,  and  alto^^eiln.  1  (Icjirived 
of  his  othcc  iu  274  by  Auic-liuii  (Mobheim'tt  Ecc.  iii:it.  vuUi,  p.  70'J,  6^c.)'* 
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to  this  citji  when  Ilerod  came  to  him.  The  Turks  inhabit- 
ing  that  city  then,  who  were  the  first  instigators  of  outrage 
aguinsit  the  Franksy  were  the  first  to  give  way.  ThuSy 
Baldwin^  coming  safely  to  Edcssa,  found  nothing  to  disap* 
point  his  expectations :  for  being  received  with  surpasr^ing 
favour  by  the  prince,  and  soon  after,  on  liis  being  killed  by 
liis  faithless  citizens,  obtaining  the  hiwful  sovereignty  of  the 
city,  for  the  whole  time  during  wliieb  the  Franks  were 
labouring  at  Antioch  and  at  Jerusaleuii  he  wa$  not  free  from 
ho.*vtilttie.s  ;  worating  liis  op[)onents  in  repeated  attacks. 

liut  in  the  month  of  November,  being  reminded  by  Boa- 
mund,  ])rince  of  Antiuch,  that  they  should  enter  on  their 
]>rogri,v^s  to  Jerusalem,  lie  prepared  for  mareliing,  and  by 
the  single  display  of  the  white  standard,  whieli  wn?  his 
ensign  in  battle,  overthrowing  the  Turks  who  had  broken 
the  peace  on  his  expected  departure)  he  left  Antioch  to  the 
right;  and  came  to  I^aodieea.  Here,  by  the  liberality  of 
.  earl  Raymond,  who  i)resided  over  tlie  city,  getting,  at  a 
cheap  rate,  a  sulUcieney  of  .supplies  i'or  his  people,  he 
parsed  GibeUuin,  and  followed  the  recent  truck  of  Boa- 
niund,  wlio  had  encamped  and  awaited  liim.  Daibert,  arch- 
bishop of  Pisa,  joined  them  for  the  march:  he  had  landed 
his  confederate  party  at  Laodicea,  as  did  also  two  other 
bishops.  These  forces  when  united  were  estimated  at  five 
and  twenty  thousand;  many  of  whom,  when  they  entered 
ihc  territurius  of  the  Saracens,  were,  through  the  scarcity 
of  commodities,  overtaken  by  famine,  and  many  were  dis- 
mounted, from  their  horses  being  starved.  Their  distress 
was  increased  by  an  abundance  of  rain ;  for  in  that  country 
it  pours  down  like  a  torrent  in  the  winter  months  only*  la  . 
consequence,  these  poor  wretches,  having  no  change  of  gar- 
ments, died  from  the  severity  of  the  cold  ;  never  getting 
under  cover  during  several  successive  days.  For  this  ca- 
lamity, indeed,  there  was  no  remedy,  as  tliere  was  a  de- 
ficiency both  of  ttiuts  and  of  wood:  but  t!\ey  in  some 
measure  appeased  their  hunger,  by  constantly  chewing  the 
sweet  reeds,  which  they  call  cannamel;^  so  denominated 
from  cane  and  honey.    Thus,  twice  only,  obtaining  ncccs*^ 

•  Tlic  suRar  cane.  "  This  kind  of  herb  is  aiiiuuilly  ciiltivatod  with  great 
labour.  Wlicii  ripe  they  pouiul  it  )n  a  mortar,  hlrain  olt'  tlif  juice,  ami 
put  it  in  ve^ls  uutil  it  coagulates^  uiid  hardcus  in  uppeunuicc  like  miow  or 
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saries  at  an  exorbitant  price  from  the  inhabitants  of  Tripoli 
and  Cteaarea,  they  came  to  Jerusalem  on  the  day  of  the 
winter  solstice.    They  were  met  at  the  gutea  by  king  God* 

frey  with  his  brother  Eustace,  whom  he  had  dctuiiied  till 
this  time,  who  showed  them  every  degree  of  respect  and 
generosity.  Having  performed  in  Bethlehem  all  the  accus- 
tomed solemnities  of  our  Lord's  nativity,  they  appointed 
Daibert  patriarch;  to  which  transaction  I  doubt  uot|  that 
the  consent  of  ])ope  Urban  was  obtained;  for  ho  was  re- 
verend from  age,  eloquent,  and  rich.  After  the  circumcision 
of  our  Lord,  therefore,  assuming  pahns*  in  Jericho,  which 
antiquity  1ms  made  the  ensign  of  pilgrims,  each  one  hastily 
endeavoured  to  reach  Ids  home.  Tlie  cause  of  their  speed 
was  the  stench  of  the  unburied  dead  bodies,  the  fumes  of 
which  exhaled  in  such  a  manner  as  to  infect  the  air  itself. 
In  consequence,  a  contagious  pestilence  spreading  in  the 
atmosphere,  consigned  to  death  many  who  had  recently 
arrived. .  The  rest  quickened  their  iiuireh,  by  the  cities  on 
the  coast,  that  is  to  say,  Tiberias  and  Cajsarea  Philippi ;  for 
they  were  urged  by  seauliness  of  provision,  and  the  fear  of 
the  enemy.  Their  want,  as  I  have  said,  was  remedied  by 
the  celerity  of  their  march ;  and  to  the  fury  of  three  hun« 
dred  soldiers  who  harassed  them  from  the  town  of  I}aldaC| 
they  opi)09ed  a  military  stratagem.  For  feigning  a  flight 
for  a  short  time,  tliut  by  leaving  the  narrow  passes  them- 
selves, they  might  induce  the  Turks  to  enter  tliem,  they 
retreated  purposely,  and  then  returning,  routed  the  strag- 
gling enemy  at  their  pleasure.  Thc'y  had  supposed  pur 
people  unprepared  for  fight,  as  their  shields  and  bows  were 
injured  by  the  excessive  rains ;  not  being  awai*e,  that  among 
men,  victory  consists  not  in  reliance  on  excellence  of  arms, 
or  of  armour,  but  in  the  more  iiubic  power  oi'  courage,  uud 
of  tlie  well-nerved  arm. 

At  that  time,  indeed,  Baldwin  returned  safely  to  Edessa, 
and  Boamund  to  Autioch.  But  in  the  beginning  of  the 
month  of  July,  a  vague  report  iHsachcd  the  ears  of  Baldwin, 
that  the  brilliant  jewel  of  our  commanders  was  dimmed; 

white  Bait.  This  they  use  scraped  and  mixed  with  bread,  or  dissolved  in  water* 
The  canes  they  call  Zucra."   Albertus  Aciucnais,  up.  Gcstti  Dei,  p.  1270. 

*  In  token  of  victory,  or  the  completion  of  their  purpose,  l>y  having 
f  iaited  the  holy  sepulchre.   Vide  Albert,  Aquens.  ubi  imp*  p.  '2i>U« 
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Boamtind  being  tftken,  and  cast  into  ehdns,  by  one  Danis* 

man,  a  heathen,  and  a  i)oteutute  of  that  country.    In  coa- 
ae4|ueucoy.  collecting  a  body  of  the  people  of  Edessa  and 
Aiitiooli,  he  was  iu  hopes  of  reven;^ing  this  singular  disgrace* 
of  tiic  Cliriiitiaua.    ^loreovcr  the  Turk,  who  liad  taken  this 

'  chieftain  more  by  stratagem  and  cliance  than  by  coorage  or 
military  force^  as  he  had  come  with  a  small  patty  to  get 
possession  of  the  city  of  Melctima,  aware  that  the  Franks  * 
would  use  their  -utmost  efforts  against  liim  for  the  disgrace 
of  the  thing,  betook  himself  to  his  owa  territories;  mar- 
shalling his  troup.4,  not  as  though  he  intended  to  retreat,  but 
ratlicr  to  exhibit  a  triuniplu  Baldwin  then  proceeding  two 
day^'  march  beyond  MeletimOy  and  seeing  the  enemy  decline 
the  hazard  of  a  battle,  thought  fit  to  return ;  but  firs^  with 
the  permission  of  Gabriel  the  governor,  brought  over  the 
city  to  his  own  disposal.  In  the'  meantime,  mtelligence 
reaching  lum  of  his  biother's  duatli,  and  of  the  general 
consent  of  the  inliabitants  and  cliiefs  to  his  election,  he 
entrusted  Edessa  to  Baldwin,  liis  ncaiest  relation  by  blood,  ' 
and  moreover  a  prudent  and  active  man,  and  prepared  ibr 
receiving  the  crown  of  Jerusalem.  Wherefore  collecting 
two  hundred  horsey  and  seven  hundred  foot,  he  proceeded 
on  a  march  piregnant  with  death  and  danger ;  whence  many, 
who  were  iUldely  sup[)used  faithful,  contemplating  the  bold- 
ness of  the  attempL,  clandestinely  deserted.    lie,  with  the 

,  remainder,  marched  forward  to  Antioch,  where  from  the 
resources  of  his  sagacious  mind,  he  became  the  cause  of 
great  future  advantage  to  his  distressed  people,  by  advising 
tixem  to  choose  Tancred  as  their  chief.  Thence,  he  came 
to  Tripoli,  by  the 'route  of  Gibesium  and  Laodicea*  The 
governor  of  this  city,  a  Turk  by  nation,  but,  iVoni  naturji 
disposition,  rich  in  bowels  of  mercy,  ullbrded  Idm  the  ne- 
ceiisary  pruvisioris  without  the  wails;  at  the  same  time^ 
kindly  intimating,  that  he  should  act  cautiously,  as  Ducach, 
king  of  Damascus,  had  occupied  a  narrow  pass  through 
which  he  had  heard  he  was  .  to  mai'ch.  But  h^  ashamed 
of  being  moved  by  the  threats  of  the  Saracen,  resolutely 
proceeded  on  his  destination.  When  he  came  to  the  place, 
he  i>crceivcd  the  truth  of  the  governor's  information:  for 
about  five  miles  on  this  side  the  city  of  Brritli,  there  is  a 
very  narrow  passage  near  the  sea,  so  confined  by  steep  precl- 
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pices,  and  narrow  defiles,  tliat  were  a  hundred  men  to  get 
possession  of  the  entrance^  they  might  prevent  any  number, 
however  great,  from  passing.  Such  as  travel  from'  TripoU 
to  Jerusalem  have  no  possible  means  of  avoiding  it.  Bald- 
win, therefore,  arriving  on  the  spot,  sciit  out  seoutd  to  exa- 
mine the  situation  of  tlie  place,  and  the  strength  of  the 
enemy.  Tlic  party  returnin*^,  and  hardly  intclli;j;ible  through 
fear,  pointed  out  the  diHiculty  of  the  pass,  and  the  confidenee 
of  the  enemy,  who  had  occupied  iU  But  Baldwin,  wlio  fell 
little  short  of  the  best  soldier  that  ever  existed,  feeling  no 
alarm,  boldly  drew  up.  his  army  and  led  it  against  them. 
Ducaeli  then  despatched  some  to  make  ail  onset,  and  lure 
the  party  unguardedly  forward;  retaining  his  main  body 
in  a  more  advantageous  position.  For  this  j^urpose,  at  first 
they  rushed  on  with  great  impetuosity,  and  then  made, 
a  feint  to  retreat,  to  entice  our  people  into  the  defile. 
This  stratagem  could  not  deceive  Baldwin,  who,  skilled  by 
Iong*continued  warfare,  made  a  signal  to  his  men  to  make 
show  of  Aight ;  and  to  induce  a  supposition  that  they  were 
alarmed,  he  commanded  the  bag  and  baggage  which  they 
had  cast  down,  to  be  again  taken  up,  and  tlic  cattle  to  be 
goaded  forward,  as  well  as  the  ranks  to  be  opened,  that  the 
enemy  might  attack  them.  The  Turks  at  this  began  to 
exult,  and,  raging  so  horribly  that  you  might  suppose  the 
Furies  yelling,  pursued  our  party.  Some  getting  into  ves- 
sels took  possession  of  the  shore,  otliers  ridii\g  forward  began 
to  kill  such  pilgrims  as  were  incautiously  loitering  near  the 
sea.  The  Franks  continued  their  pretended  flight  till  they 
reached  a  plain  which  they  had  before  observed.  No  confu- 
sion deprived  these  men  of  their  judgment ;  even  the  very 
emergency  by  .which  they  had  been  overtaken  nurtured  and 
increased  their  daring  ;  and  thougli  a  small  body,  they  w^ith- 
stood  innumerable  multitudes  both  by  sea  and  land.  For  the 
moment  it  appeared  they  had  .sunieiently  feigned  alarm,  they 
closed  their  ranks,  turned  their  standards,  and  hennaed  in 
the  now-charging  enemy  on  all  sides.  Thus  the  fai;e  of 
afiairs  wits  changed,  the  victors  were  vanquished,  and  tlic 
vanquished  became  victors.  The  Turks  were  liewn  down 
witli  dreadful  carnage ;  the  remainder  anxiously  fled  to  their 
vessels,  and  when  th<*y  luid  gotten  more  than  a  bow-shot  out 
to  sea,  they  still  urged  them  forward  as  fiercely  with  their 
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oars,  as  though  they  supposed  thej  oould  be  drawn  .back  to 

land  by  the  arm  of  their  adversaries.    And  that  you  may 
not  doubt  of  this  miracle  aa  fanciful,  but  as  evident,  feel  it  as 
it  were,  only  four  Christiau  soldiers  fell  in  procuring  by  their 
blood  tiiis  victory  to  the  survivors.    WlK^refore  I  assert,  that 
tlie  Christians  would  never  be  conquered  by  the  pagans, 
vrere  they  to  implore  the  Divine  assistance  on  their  courage, 
ere  they  entered  the  conflict ;  and,  virhen  in  battle,  conciliate 
the  friendly  powers  of  heaven  to  their  arms.    But  ^ince,  in 
j)eaec  they  ^hit  themselves  in  every  kind  of  vice,  and  in  bat- 
ik* rely  ouly  upon  their  courage  ;  tiierefore  it  justly  happens, 
thut  their  valour  in  often  unsuccessful.    The  earl  then,  re- 
joicing in  his  sjilendid  victory,  on  returning  to  spoil  the  slain, 
found  several  Turks  alive,  ivhom  he  dismissed  without  per- 
sonal injury,  but  despoiled  theui  of  their  wealth.    To  avoid 
any  hidden  stratagem,  he  that  night  retreated  with  his  party, 
and  rested  uikIc  i  the  shelter  of  .some  olive  trees.    Next  day, 
at  dawn,  he  approached  tlui  delije,  with  the  light  troops,  to 
be  an  eye-wiluess  of  th(i  nature  of  tlie  place  ;  and,  fiinling 
everything  safe,  and  nuiking  a  signal  by  smoke,  as  had  been 
agieed  upon,  he  intimated  to  Ids  associates  the  departure  of 
the  enemy  ;  for  the  Turks,  who  the  day  beibre  were  wan- 
tonly *ralloping  around  the  liill,  peix»eivinf^^  the  carnage  of  their 
4  ujii[);iiiiuiis,  liad  all  lied  in  the  dead  of  the  night.  Laying 
aside  every  delay,  they  instantly  i'olluwed  their  euiuiiumder. 
The  governor  of  lierilh  sent  tlieni  food  on  their  mai'ch,  4u»- 
tonished  at  the  Valour  of  so  small  a  force.    The  Tyrians  and 
Sidonians,  and  Aecaronites,  who  are  also  called  Ptholoaniites, 
acted  in  tlie  .same  manner,  venerating  with  silent  appn*!irn- 
iAon  the  bravery  of  tlie  Franks.    Nor  were  Tancred's  party, 
in  Cuiplias,  less  generous,  altliough  lie  was  a]>S(*nt,  The 
ancient  name  of  this  tow  u  1  ani  unable  to  di>rover  ;  because 
all  the  iidand  cities,  which  we  lead  of  in  «J<jsej)hns  as  for- 
merly existing,  are  either  not  in  being,  or  else,  changed  into 
inconsiderable  villages,  have  lost  their  names  ;  wlu'reas  those 
on  the  coast  remain  entire.    In  this  maimer,  by  Ca^saix^a  of 
Palestine,  and  Azotus,  they  came  to  Joppa.    Here  he  was 
iirst  congratulated  on  his  kingdom,  the  citizens  with  great 
joy  opitnin^  the  gates  to  liiin. 

Ik'ing  alUii  wards  acujiijpanied  by  the  inhabitants  of  Jo])p:i 
to  Jerusalem,  where  he  was  favourably  received,  he  indulged 
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in  a  v^ose  of  seyen  days*  continuance*  Then,  that  the 
Turks  might  be  conyincerl  that  the  spirit  of  his  reign  would 
proceed  to  their  signal  disadvantage,  he  led  his  troops  to- 
wards Asealon.  Wlien  at  a  Bhort  distance  from  tlmt  city, 
he  proudly  displayed  his  forces,  and  with  very  little  exertion 
compelled  the  attacking  Ascalonites  to  retreat,  by  waiting  a 
favourable  opportunity  for  accomplidhing  Ids  designs.  Fi- 
nally,  conceiving  liis  glory  satisfied  for  that  time  by  their 
repulse,  he  drew  off  to  the  mountains  to  pursue  the  enemy, 
and  also  at  their  expense  to  procure  necessaries  for  his  troops, 
who  were  famished  with  hunger  from  the  barrenness  of  the 
land  :  for  a  scanty  han'est  had  that  year  denied  sustenance  ; 
deceiving  the  expectations  of  the  province  by  a  meagre  i)ro- 
duce.  He  ascended  therefore  the  mountainous  districts, 
whither  the  Turkish  inhabitants  of  the  country  had  re- 
treated on  leaving  their  towns,  concealing  the  Syrians  with 
them  in  sequestered  caverns*  Tlie  Franks,  however,  diff- 
covered  a  mode  of  counteracting  tlic  device  of  the  fugitives, 
by  letting  smoke  into  tlieir  hiding-places  ;  Ijy  which  the  mis- 
creants were  dislodged,  and  came  out  one  by  one.  The 
Turks  were  killed  to  a  man  ;  the  Syrians  spared.  T  iie  army 
turning  aside  thence,  and  marching  towards  Arabia,  passeil 
by  the  sjupulchres  of  the  patriarclis  Abraham,  Isaac,  and 
Jacob ;  and  of  their  three  wives,  Sarah,  Sebecca,  and  Lcali. 
The  place  is  in  Hebron,  thirteen  miles  distant  from  Jerusa- 
lem.  For  the  body  of  Joseph  lies  at  Ncapolis,  foi'uierly 
called  Sichcm,  covered  with  white  marble,  and  conspicnt»us 
to  every  traveller  ;  there,  too,  are  seen  the  tombs  of  his  bro- 
thers, but  of  inferior  workmanship.  The  ariny  then  came 
into  the  valley  where  God  fomierly  overthrew  Sodom  ami 
Gomorndi,  darting  fire  from  heaven  on  the  wicked.  The 
lake  there  extends  for  eighteen  miles,  incapable  of  support- 
ing any  living  creature,  and  so  horrible  to  the  palate,  as  to 
distort  the  mouths  of  such  as  driiik  it,  and  distend  tlieir  jaws 
with  its  bitter  taste.  A  hill  overhangs  tlie  valley,  emittiu«r, 
in  various  places,  a  salt  scum,  and  all  over  transparent,  as  it 
were,  with  congealed  glass.  Here  is  gathered  what  some 
Koll  nitre ;  some  call  it  crystal  salt.  Passing  the  lake,  tliey 
eamc  to  a  very  opulent  town,  abundant  iu  those  luscioii:) 
fruits  whicli  they  call  dates  5  in  devouring  wliich  they  wi»re 
hardly  able  to  fill  tlie  cavities  of  the  stomach,  or  constrain 
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the  greediness  of  their  palates,  they  were  so  extremely  sweet. 
Every  thing  eUe  had  been  taken  away,  through  tlie  ahLrm  of  ' 
.  the  inhabitontSi  except  a  few  Etliiopians,  the  dark  wool  of  . 
whose  hair  reacmhled  smut»  Our  people,  thinking  it  beneatk 
their  valour  to  kill  persona  of  this  deseriptiony  treated  them, 
not  with  indignation,  but  with  laughter.  Adjacent  to  this 
town  is  a  valley,  wliere  to  tliis  day  is  seen  tlie  rock  which 
Moses  struck,  to  {41  vc  water  to  the  murmuring  tribes.  The 
?<tream  yet  runs  so  plentifully,  and  with  such  a  current,  as  to 
turn  the  machinery  of  nulls.  On  the  declivity  of  tlie  liill  . 
stands  a  chul'ch  in  honour  of  the  h'gislator  Axiron  :  wfaere» 
through  the  mediation  and  assistance  of  his  brother,  he  used 
to  liold  converse  with  God.  Here  learning  from  guided  con* 
versant  in  tlie  roads,  who  from  Saracens  had  been  converted 
to  Cliristianity,  that  fiuni  hence  to  Babylon  was  all  barren 
country,  and  dc.^^litutc  of  every  accommodation,  they  returned 
to  Jerusalem,  to  consecrate  to  God  the  first  fruits  of  liis 
reign,  acquired  in  the  subjugation  of  so  many  hostile  coun* 
tries. 

The  royal  insignia  being  prepared,  Baldwin  was  crowned 
with  great  ceremony,  in  Bethlehem,  on  Christmas-da} ,  by 
Daibcrt  the  patriarch  ;  all  wishing  him  prosperity.  For 

both  at  tliiit  time,  ami  al'terwards,  he  deserved,  by  liis  own  ' 
exertions,  and  obtained,  throu«]^h  the  favour  of  others,  every 
degree  of  royal  respect,  though  sovereign  of  a  very  small, 
and  I  had  almost  said,  a  despicable  kingdom.  Wherefore 
the  Cliristians  ought  to  regard  tlie  mercy  of  our  Lord  Christy 
and  to  walk  in  the  contemplation  of  his  power,  through 
whose  assistance  they  were  objects  of  a[)prehension,  though 
unable  to  do  harm.  For  there  W(>re  scarcely,  in  the  whole 
service,  four  hundred  horsemen  and  so  numy  foot,  to  garrison 
Jeruj^aleni,  Kamula,  Caiphas,  and  Joppa.  For  those  who 
came  thither  by  sea,  with  minds  ill  at  ease,  amid  so  many 
hostile  ports,  after  having  adored  the  saints,  determined  to 
return  home,  as  there  was  no  possibility  of  proceeding  by 
land.  Moreover,  an  additional  diiliculty  was,  that  in  the 
month  of  March  Tanered  had  dc'parted  to  assume  the  govern- 
ment of  Antioch,  nor  could  he  or  the  king  aid  each  other 
*  from  ihr.  lenulh  of  the  joiinicy  :  iudred,  Hlioiihl  neees.^iiy  re- 
quire it,  could  not,  without  iear  of  irreparable  loss,  ruareh 
his  troops  from  one  town  to  another,    I  pronounce  it  there- 
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fore  to  be  a  manifest  miracle,  that  safe  alone,  througli  God's 
brotection,  he  wa^  an  object  of  di*ead  to  such  .a  multitude  of 
barbarians. 

In  tliid  year,  which  was  a.d.  1 101,  the  sacred  fire,*  which 
used  to  signalhee  the  Vigil  of  £aster,  delayed  its  appearance 
lonf^cr  than  usilal.  *  For  on  the  Saturday,  the  lessons  being 
read,  alternately  in  Oreek  and  Latin,  tlie  "Kyrie  eleeson**| 

repeated  tlirice  and  the  melody  of  tlic  cliirioas  resuuiidingr, 
still  when  no  fire  appeared,  and  the  setting  sun  induced  the 
evening  and  led  on  the  ni^^ht,  then  all  departed  sorrowful  to 
their  homes.  It  had  been  determined,  after  mature  delibe- 
ration, that  on  tlmt  night  no  person  should  remain  in  the 
church  of  the  I^Ioly  Sepulchre,  for  fear  any  one  of  infected 
conscience  should  irritate  God  still  more  through  his  irreve- 
rent iiitruaion.  Jiut  when  tlie  twilight  was  proceeding  into 
day,  a  ])rocer?aion  of  the  Latins  was  ordered  to  go  to  the 
Temple  of  Solomon,  that  by  prayer  they  might  cull  down 
the  mercy  of  God:  the  same  was  performed  around  the 
Sepulchre  of  our  Lord,  by  the  Syrians  plucking  their  beards 
and  hair  through  violence  of  grief.  The  mercy  of  God 
could  endure  no  longer,  light  being  instantly  sent  into  one 
lamp  of  the  Sepulchre.  Which,  when  a  Syrian  ])ereeived 
glittering  through  a  window,  he  expressed  his  jt>y  by  the 
clapping  of  liis  hands,  and  accelerated  nhc  advance  of  the 
patriarch.  lie,  opening  the  recess  of  tlie  sepulchral  cham- 
ber by  the  keys  which  he  carried,  and  ligliting  a  taper, 
brought  forth  the  celestial  gift,|  imparting  it  to  all  w)io 
crowded  round  liim  for  that  purpose ;  afterwards  the  whole 
of  the  lamps,  throughout  the  church,  were  divinely  lighted 
up,  the  one  which  was  next  to  be  ilhnnincd  evincing  its 
approaching  ignition  by  enntting  smoke  in  a  miraculous 
manner.  Thus,  doubtless,  the  constant  maimer  of  Christ 
.  has  been  to  terrify  those  he  loved  that  he  might  again  kindly 
soothe  them,  and  that  the  dread  of  his  power  might  redound 
to  his  praise.   For  since  even  the  cominon  gifts  of  God  aix' 

•  See  note,  p.  384. 

+  **  Lord  have  mercy  upon  us,"  thrice  repented,  three  times. 

^  licnuit  il  tiie  monk  notices  ihc  custom  of  iniparting  the  holy  h«{})t,  in 
tfinlcr  tliat  the  bbhops  ami  people  nii;>ht  ilhmiinnto  tlieir  Bevcnil  rotuleiicefl' 
from  it.   Fulclicr  dcacrilics  this  event  at  great  lengthy  and  o\hiOtvvs  that 
«ach  penon  had  a  wax  taper  in  his  hand  for  the  purpose  of  receiving  the 
lioly  iiie*  Gesta  Dei^  p.  407« 
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lightlj  esteemed  hj  men  merely  from  their  constant  recur- 
rence»  he  often  enhimces  the  grant  of  hia  indulgences  hj 
withholding  them,  that  what  was  mo^t  ardently  desired 
might  be  more  gratefully  regarded. 

At  that  time  a  fleet  of  Genoese  and  Pisans  hud  touclied  at 
Luudicea,  and  thence  uiadc  a  prosperous  voyage  to  Joppa, 
and  the  crews,  drawiii*;  tlieir  vessels  on  shore,  spent  Eitster 
with  the  king  at  Jerusalem*  lie,  bargaining  ibr  tlieir  ser- 
vices} engageil  to  give  them  tlie  tliird  of  the  spoil  of  each 
city  they  sliould  take,  and  any  particular  street  they  might 
clioose«  Thus  he  impelled  them,  inconsiderate  and  blinded, 
more  through  lust  of  gold  than  love  of  God,  to  barter  their 
blood,  and  lay  siege  immediately  to  Azotus,  which  they  con- 
strained  to  surrender  after  three  days.  Nor  did  the  towns- 
peoi>le  yield  very  reluctantly,  as  they  feared  the  anger  of  the 
king  should  they  be  taken  by  storm:  for,  the  preceding  year, 
assisted  by  the  maeliination  of  fortune,  they  had  vigorously 
repulsed  Godfrey  when  making  a  similar  attempt.  For, 
indeed,  when  by  means  of  sctiliiig  ladders  he  had  advanced 
his  fbrcL'S  on  the  walls,  and  lliey,  nuw  nearly  victorious,  hud 
gotten  posse>.sion  of  the  parapet,  the  sudden  fall  of  a  wooden 
tower,  which  stood  close  to  the  outside  of  the  wall,  deprived 
them  of  the  victory  and  killed  many,  while  still  more  were 
taken  and  butchered  by  th<5  cruelty  of  tlie  Saracens.  Leav- 
ing Azotus,  Baldwin  laid  siege  to  Csesarea  of  Palestine,  with 
.  his  whole  force,  and  with  determined  courage ;  but  perceiv- 
ing the  resolution  of  its  citizens  and  the  ditlieulty  of  the 
enterprise,  he  orden»d  engines  to  be  constructed.  Potnirlcs* 
Were  tliereforc  niade,  and  a  great  tower  built  of  twenty  cubits 
in  height,  snrpa.s>in;^'  tlie  altitude  of  the  wall.  Our  people, 
however,  impatient  of  delay  and  of  such  lingering  expecta- 
tion, erecting  their  ladders  and  attempting  to  overtop  the 
wall,  arrived  at  the  summit  by  the  energy  of  their  efforts, 
with  conscious  valour  indignantly  raging,  that  they  had  now 
l>een  occupied  in  conHict  with  the  Saracens  during  fifteen 
days,  and  had  lost  the  whole  of  that  time;  and  although  the 
Oesaresms  resisted  witli  extreme  courage,  and  rolled  dowa 
large  stones  on  them  as  they  ascended,  yet  despising  all  dan- 
ger, they  broke  througli  their  opponents  in  a  close  body,  and 
fought  with  an  outstretched  arm,  and  a  drawn  sword.  The 

*  Snginea  made  to  cast  stones. 
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Turks,  unable  longer  to  sustain  the  attack  and  taking  to* 
flight,  either  cast  themselves  down  headlong,  or  fell  by  the 
hand  of  their  enemies.  Many  were  reserved  for  slavery ;  a 
few  for  ransom.  Among  these  was  the  governor  of  the  city, 
and  a  bishop  named  Arcadius.  The  acene  was  enough  to 
excite  laughter  in  a  by-stander,  to  see  a  Turk  disgorging 
bezants,*  when  struck  on  the  neck  by  tiie  fist  of  a  Chnstian. 
Tlie  wretclied  males,  through  fear  of  extreme  iudlgencte,  had 
hid  money  in  their  mouths ;  the  females  in  parts  not  to  be 
particularized:  you  i>erccive  that  my  narrative  blushes  to 
apeak  plainly,  but  the  reader  understands  what  I  wish,  or 
rather  what  I  wish  not  to  speak. 

Still,  however,  the  emperor  of  Babylon  could  not  be  at 
rest,  but  would  frequently  send  commanders  and  armies  to 
attack  the  Franks.  Ai'riving  at  Ascaloii  on  ship-board,  they 
scoured  alxjiit  Kamula,  taking  advantage  of  the  king's  occu- 
pation, who  was  then  busied  in  the  contest  with  Coesarea. 
They  frequently,  therefore,  by  depopulating  the  country, 
irritated  him  to  engage.  But  he,  with  equal  subtlety,  that 
their  mad  impetuosity  might  subside,  suffered  them,  when 
eagerly  advancing,  to  grow  languid  by  declining  battle.'  By 
this  procrastination  he  eflected  that  many,  weary  of  dulay, 
withdrew,  while  he  attacked  the  remainder,  consisting  of 
eleven  thousand  horse  and  twenty-one  thousand  infantry, 
with,  his  own  two  hundred  and  fifty  cavalry  and  less  tlian 
seven  hundred  foot.  Addressing  a  few  words  to  his  soldiers, 
to  whom  he  pledged  victory  if  they  jiersevered,  and  fame  if 
they  fell;  and  codling  to  their  recollection  that  if  they  fled. 
France  was  a  great  way  off,  lie  dashed  lirst  against  tlie 
enemy;  and  the  contest  coiitiiuiing  for  t^oim-  time,  when  he 
saw  Ids  ranks  giving  way,  he  remedied  circumstances  which 
seemed  almost  bordering  on  desperation.    Thus  dismaying 

♦  Fulcher  relates,  with  great  coolness,  that  he  saw  the  bodies  of  the 
Turks,  who  wt  rc  slain  at  Casarni,  piled  np  and  hnnuMl,  in  onli  r  to  obtain 
the  bezants  whicli  they  luul  hwallowetl.  I  list,  llierus^ol.  ap.  Du  Chesiie, 
torn,  iv,  845.  This  pntctiee  of  hWiil lowing  money  is  roftTred  to  by  V^V^ 
Urban,  and,  by  his  account,  thu  nu-rely  burninj^  dead  iJmticsr-to  olHuin  tlie 
hoard  was  a  very  humble  imitation  of  the  Sanicen  cuntom,  with  renpect  to 
thoso  who  visitetl  Jcrusidem  before  the  cnisiuU'H ;  wltich  was  to  put  bcani- 
mony  in  their  drink  to  make  them  vomit,  and  if  this  did  not  produce  the 
.  d«iiirad  effect,  they  proceeded  to  Inimediate  incision!  Giubert  Abbas, 
Opeito,  p»  37d« 
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the  Turka  by  his  well-known  appearance,  he  laid  their  leader 
prostrato  with  Im  lance ;  on  whose  deatli  the  whole  battalions 
fled.'  Our  Boldiers^  who  in  the  onset  were  so  hemmed  in  as 
U\J[i6  unable  to  see  each  other,  then  exercised  their  valour  in 
such  wise,  und^r  the  ensifici^  of  the  Holy  Cross  which  pre- 
ceded tliLiii,  that  they  killed  five  thousand.  Eighty  of  the 
cavalry  uud  rather  more  oi'  tlie  infantry  were  slain  on  tlie 
^Iil*  uf'the  Fnuiks.  However  subsequent  successes  consoled 
tliem,  as  tliey  despatched  five  hundred  Arabiuu  horse.  These 
had  been  traversing  before  Joppa  for  two  days,  but  effecting 
little^  they  were  returning  to  Ascalon,  and  sedng  our  troops 
at  a  distunce,  and,  hoping  they  were  their  own,  were  ap- 
proaching to  congititulatii  them  on  their  victory.  But  at 
length  }H*rceiving,  by  the  weapons  hurled  against  them,  that 
they  were  Franks,  they  turned  pale  and,  to  use  the  words  of 
the  |H>et,*  became  like  him  who^ 

■ 

With  unsliod  foot,  had  trod  upoa  a  make.** 

In  consequence,  enervated  with  astonishment,  they  exposed 
tlieir  backs  to  their  destroyers.  Thus  the  king  coming  to 
Joppa,  correctcii,  by  a  true  account,  the  falsity  of  the  letter 

wlueh  liad  been  sent  to  Tancred  by  the  people  of  that  city, 
erroneously  dcchiring  that  the  king  had  perished  with  his 
army.  And,  indeed,  already  had  Tancred  })repared  for  his 
march  to  Jerusalem,  when  a  messenger  lUTiving,  and  show- 
ing the  royal,  signet,  dispelled  his  sorrow,  and  restored  his 
satisfaction. 

It  would  be  tedious,  if  I  were  to  relate  all  his  contests ; 
to  tell  how  he  subdued  Tiberias,  Sidon,  Accoron,  that  is, 
Ptolemais,  and,  idtimately,  all  tlie  cities  on  the  coast ;  or, 
how  he  distinguished  ahuost  each  day  by  the  slaughter  of 
the  Turks,  either  through  secret  attack  or  open  warfare. 
The  relation  of  his  exploits  rccjuires  the  exclusive  labours 
of  a  man  who  abounds  in  ])ompou3  diction,  and  undisturbed 
leisure :  I  have  neither ;  and,  what  chiefly  acts  as  an  obstacle, 
want  clear  information  on  the  subject.  For  it  is  by  no  lueaos 
the  part  of  an  historian  of  veracity  to  give  entire  credit  to 
flatteriniGj  reports,  or  to  (1(  ceive  the  credulity  of  his  readers, 
Cuiibetiucntly,  I  sliuU  only  subjoin  what  I  have  fuuiul 
recorded,  whereby  tiiis  man's  exalted  devotion  may  be 

^  Ja venal,  Sat.  i.  43. 
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clearly  proved,  and  his  good  report  live  for  ever.  This  T 
may  be  bold  to  assert,  that  he  oiteu,  with  au  inconsiderable 
force,  engaged  in  mighty  conflicts^  and  that  he  never  fled  the 
fields  except  at  Bamuia  and  at  Accaron*  And  indeed  signal 
victories  ensued  to  each  of  these  flights,  because  they  pro* 
cecded  more  from  rash  valour,  than  from  fear ;  as  the  reader 
will  discover  from  the  insertion  of  a  few  facts. 

In  the  month  of  September,  on  the  seventh  before  the  ides 
of  which  the  battle  aforesaid  took  place,  William,  earl  of 
PoitoUi  proceeded  towards  Jerusalem,  leading  with  him 
troops  estimated  at  sixty  thousand  horse  and  still  more  foot. 
There  accompanied  him,  Stephen,  earl  of  Burgundy,  and 
Hugh  do  Lusignaii,  brother  of  earl  Raymond,  Iluj^^h  the 
Great,  and  Stephen  of  Blois,  anxious  to  atone  for  the 
disgrace  of  their  former  desertion,  by  renovated  and 
determined  valour.  Proceedingi  therefore,  by  Constanti- 
nople, after  he  bad  by  an  insolent  answer,  as  I  before 
related,  oiTended  Alexius,  he  fell  into  -the  snares  of 
Solyman ;  the  emperor  rather  procuring  than  preventing 
liis  disaster.  For  Solyman,  aware  that  the  army  was 
.sulFering  from  hunger  and  thirst,  as  they  had  been 
wandering  about  the  marshes  and  desolate  places  for 
several  days,  encountered  them  with  three  hundred  thousand 
archers.  Never  was  there  conflict  more  disastrous  to  tlip 
Franks ;  as  it  was  impossible  for  flight  to  save  the  coWarcl, 
or  courage  to  rescue  the  bold  from  danger :  for  the  btittlo 
was  fought  in  a  confined  situation,  and  nothing  could  prevent 
the  effect  of  clouds  of  arrows  on  men  who  were  crowded 
togetiicr.  More  than  a  hundred  thousand  were  slain ;  and 
all  the  booty  carried  off.  Thus  Solyman,  obtaining  splendid 
offerings  to  the  manes  of  his  countrymen  from  the  spoils  of 
the  Franks,  revenged  the  loss  of  Nice.  But,  as  they  had 
proceeded  by  many  roads,  all  were  not  slain  ;  nor  was  every 
thing  plXmdered.  For,  except  the  Poitevin,  who  lost  nearly 
whatever  he  possessed,  the  other  earls  had  boldly  defended 
their  baggage.  All,  tliereforc,  except  Hugh  the  Great,  who 
died,  and  was  entombed  in  the  city  of  Tarsus,  collecting  again 
their  soldiers  after  the  flight,  hastened  to  Antioch.  Tancrcd, 
a  knight  of  celebrated  kuidness,  gave  them  ample  proof  of 
his  generosity ;  assisting  thera  all^  as  far  as  he  was  able,  with 
money  :  but  more  especially  WiUiuui,  whom  the  inconstancy 


Digitized  by  GoogI 


4u»  1100.]  BAM0LA  BESIEGED.  409 

of  Fortune  had  now  as  deeply  depressed  as  she  had  formerlj 
highly  exalted,  who,  in  addition  to  the  lo^s  .of  treasury  hj 
which  he  was  not  so  much  affected  as  it  was  transitory  and 
capable  of  reparation,  was  left  almost  the  sole  sunrivor  of  so 
many  valorous  soldiers.   Proceeding  on  their  march  with 
rcnuviitcd  courage,  tliey  sought  every  opportunity  of  giving 
battle.    The  city  of  Tortosa  was  tlie  lust  to  feel  tlieir  rn<^e ; 
by  uitackiiig  and  plundering  wliieh,  they  in  some  degnie 
compensated  their  former  losses.    Thence  they  came  to  tlie 
deliie,  which  I  have  mentioned  above,  where  the  king  had 
long  awaited  them,  in  order  to  give  assistance  in  case  the 
Turks  should  oppose  their  passage.  IMfended  by  his  valour, 
and  meeting  with  kind  entertainment  at  Joppa,  tliey  pro- 
(MjL'ded  the  i'ollowing  Easter  to   Jerusalem,  wlu  they 
joyfully  beheld,  and   reverently  adored   the   sacred  fire, 
iieturning   ai'terwards  to  Joppa,  they  took  ship,  eack 
de.'^igning  to  revisit  his  native  land.    The  Poitevin,  from 
the  continued  favour  of  the  wiud^  reached  home ;  the  rest 
were  violently  driven  back. 

But  now,  in  the  beginning  of  May,  the  Turks  and  Arabs 
laid  siege  to  llauiula  ;  recruiting  the  losses  of  their  army  ia 
the  former  year,  by  making  up  its  original  numbers.  The 
bishop  of  the  city,  prudently  watching  an  opportunity, 
retired  from  the  phice  ami  went  8cci*etly  to  Joppa.  Ihihlwin 
liad  already  gone  out,  relying  on  a  false  assertion  that  the 
enemy  did  not  exceed  live  hundred ;  in  consequence  of 
wliicli,  he  neither  put  his  forces  in  order,  nor  called  out  hia 
infantry,  the  trumpeters  merely  sounding  for  the  cavalry  to  . 
follow  the  king  ;  though  his  friends  earnestly  advised  him,  to 
be  on  his  guard  against  the  subtlety  of  the  Turks.  The  two 
Stephens,  of  Blois  and  of  Burgundy,  followed  the  king  on 
horseback,  that,  instead  of  being  branded  as  indolent  and 
cowardly,  they  might  return  to  their  respective  homes 
partakers  of  the  credit  of  the  triumph :  far  dilTePDnt, 
however,  from  their  expectations,  were  the  glory  and  the 
vi(ttory  which  the  fates  were  ])roparin!:^  for  them.  For 
Baldwin,  j^ereeiving  the  multitude  of  tiie  enemy  un^l 
iinding  hini.self  deceived  in  his  opinion,  filled  with  rau^o, 
and  iierce  in  conscious  valour,  hesitated  what  was  to  1)6 
done.  If  lie  gave  way,  he  contemplated  the  tarnish  of  his 
ancient  glory ;  if  he  fought,  the  destruction  of  liis  followers, 
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Nevertheless,  innate  courage  prevailed,  and  fear  had  already 
yielded,  when,  swayed  by  tlie  advice  of  hh  comn^des,  he 
acquiesced  in  a  jilan  of  retiring,  through  the  midst  of  the 
enemy,  into  a  cfastle.  The  rest,  following  with  loud  clamoufi 
broke  through  the  thickest  rankS|  consecrating  their  souls  to 
God,  and  nobly  avenging  their  deaths.  The  earls^  too^  so 
wearied  with  striking  that  their  hands  grew  stiff  upon  their 
swords,  yielded  to  fate.  The  king  escaping  to  the  fortress, 
had  some  few  companions  remaining  out  of  the  two  hundred 
he  had  led  forth  5  who  entreating  tliat  he  would  deign  to 
protract  his  life  by  flight,  and  observing  that  their  danger 
was  of  little  consequence  to  the  world,  while  his  life  was  of 
advantage  to  many,  in  as  much  as  he  would  be  an  example 
of  valour  to  every  age,  by  his  singular  constancy  of  mind 
though  in  luU  erse  circumstances,  he  esteemed  hiinsL'lf  wortliy 
to  live.  Wherefore,  accompanied  by  live  knights,  he  eluded 
liis  assailants,  and  e.sca])ed  to  the  mountains.  One  of  the 
five  was  Robert  the  Englishman,  as  I  said  •  before ;  the 
others^  from  the  great  distance,  report  has  not  brought  to 
our  knowledge:  he,  with  three  more,  was. taken;  the  fifth 
escaped  with  the  king. .  The  Turks  vented  the  whole  of 
their  fury  on  those  who  had  retired  to  the  castle,  among 
whom  was  I  lug li  de  Lusignan  and  (leolVrcy  de  Vincennes  : 
only  three  survivors  told  their  mourni'ul  tale  to  the  people  of 
Jerusalem.  The  king,  concealing  himself  during  the  day, 
and,  at  night,  urging  liis  jaded  courser  through  untrodden 
paths,  arrived  at  Axotus,  by  the  singular  and  miraculous 
protection  of  God  1  as  the  Turks  had  but  just  departed, 
after  having  been  plundering  around  the  city  lor  the  spaoo 
of  two  days.  Coming  tlience  by  sea  to  Jo])pa,  lit'  despatched 
an  account  of  the  certainty  of  his  being  still  living  to  the 
people  of  Jerusalem*  The  bearer  of  the  epistle  was  a  low 
Syrian  fellow,  who^  even  had  he  been  discovered,  would 
Imve  deceived  the  enemy,  from  the  meanness  of  hi^  garb, 
and  his  using  the  common  language  of  the  country. 
Escaping  the  hands  of  the  infidels  by  lone  paths  witli 
which  he  was  acquainted,  he  arrived  the  third  day  at 
Jerusalem.  Uj>on  this  the  cavalry  who  garnsoncd  the 
city,  taking  with  them  the  bands  of  auxiliary  infantry, 
and  purposing  to  proceed  to  Joppa,  took  a  route  close  to 
tlie  sea ;  avoiding  the  inland  districts.   The  rear,  however. 


*  * 

• 

Digitized  by  CoogI( 


^  UlS.] 


UAWWJH*8  HABRUGE* 

* 


411 


of  the  party,  were  cut  off,  by  the  Turks  pressing  on  them ; 
as  tlicy  were  left  unprotected  either  by  horse  or  foot.  Thus 
«  collecting  ninety  horse  from  JeruBalem,  and  eighty  from 
TibcriaBi  which  Hugh,  that  most  intrepid  commander,  had  { 
brought  to  their  assistance,  the  attendants  also^.  through 
necessity,  were  advanced  to  the  rank  of  knights.  The 
battle  was  delayed  only  till  the  next  day,  the  Turks  being 
now  so  feroeioii.s  m  to  jirepare  their  enG^iiius,  and  to  meditate 
an  attack  on  the  walls  of  Jo|)pa.  Tliis  was  preveate<l  by 
the  activity  of  Baldwin,  and  by  the  cross  of  Christ  preceding 
themi  which  had. been  wanting  in  the  former  battle.  They 
tlien,  with  all  the  force  of  the  kingdom,  rushed  eagerly  on 
the  eiieuiy,  and  the  contest  was  lieree  :  but  thev,  after  their 
usual  custom,  surrounding  our  troo[>.^,  thought  they  had 
conipletely  overcome  the  Christians,  and  shouted  with 
cheerful  cry :  but  the  Lord  Jesus  was  pre;>cut ;  who^  at 
length  looked  down  from  heaven,  and  showering  <'ounige 
on  the  Franks,  put  the  enemy,  driven  from  the  field,  to 
flight.  It  had  happened  in  the  preceding  action,  that, 
though  frequently  driven  from  their  tents,  they  afterwards 
conqucnMl  througii  their  numbers  ;  but  now,  as  the  iuiluitry 
wounded  them  from  a  tli.st:ine(»  witli  their  arrows,  and  the 
cavalry  close  at. hand  with  their  lances,  they  placed  all  their 
hopes  in  swiftness,  and  continued  tlieir  flight. 

He  fought  another  battle  in  later  years,  in  which  our 
soldiers,  pressed  by  the  numbers  of  the  Turks  and  compelled  . 
to  fly,  lost  even  their  protecting  standard.  But  after  tliey 
had  iled  some  di.^laiHe  they  rallied;  shame  animating  the 
timid  to  r»  iK'l  such  ignominy.  Then  indeed  the  contest  wiis 
t^tirimous;  liglitiiig  foot  to  foot,  and  breast  to  breast.  Our 
]mrty  reeover4*d  tlic  cross,  routing  the  enemy,  and  regainuig 
the  iield.  Many  fell  here  with  wliom  I  had  been  acquainted; 
among*  these  was  Godfrey,  Baldwin's  btistard*grand-nephew, 
who,  from  a  boy,  manifested  Vidbur  in  his  eountenanco  snd 
truth  in  his  soul.  In  the  beginning,  indeed,  both  retreat?,  as  . 
it  may  hit  said,  were  the  source  of  ignominy;  but,  in  tlie 
end,  true  food  for  ghjry ;  tlu*  one  more  celebrated,  tlic  other 
more  advantageous.  Finally,  to  rejmir  Ids  losses,  and  uLso 
to  be  united  with  him  in  marriage,  the  countess  of  Sicily 
.  came  shortly  after  to  Jerusalem,  iiouring  such  treasures  iato 
the  royal  palace,  that  it  was  matter  of  surprise,  whence  a 
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woman  could  accumulate  such  endless  heaps  of  preeiuu;} 
utensils  :*  and  at  this  time,  indeed,  he  received  her  to  his  bed, 
but  shortly  after  he  piit  her  away.  It  is  said  tliat  she  was  . 
afllicted  with  a  cancerous  complaint^  which  preyed  upon  her 
womb.t  This,  however,  is  well  known,  that  the  king  had 
no  issue ;  nor  is  it  wonderful,  that  a  man,  to  whom  leisure 
was  burdensome,  should  be  avei^se  to  the  embraces  oi"  a  wife, 
as  he  passed  all  his  time  in  war.  By  these  exertions  he 
ert'ected,  that  his  adminible  and  nearly  godlike  valour  should 
operate  as  an  incitement  to  the  present  race,  and  be  matter 
of  astonishment  to  posterity.  lie  died,  during  an  expedition 
into  Arabia,  in  the  month  of  April,  and  was  publicly  buried 
at  Jerusalem,  liear  brother,  as  the  fourtli  month  was 
adding  to  the  seventeenth  year  of  his  reign,  lie  was  a  man 
wlio  gained  his  reputation  l>y  re[)eated  labours,  ami  on  whose 
fame  envy  hath  east  no  shade,  except  it  be,  tliat  he  was  too 
sparing  of  his  money;  tliouj^h  tliere  is  a  ready  ami  well- 
founded  excuse  for  such  a  fault,  if  it  be  considered,  that  the 
necessary  largesses  to  such  as  mnained  with  liim,  prevented 
him  from  purchasing  the  favour  of  those  who  departed. 

He  was  succeeded  by  his  kinsman,  Baldwin,  ))rinee  of 
Edessa,  already  celebrated  lor  liis  former  eampaigns,  Avhoni 
he  had,  wlien  dying,  named  as  king,  lie  bravely  delendeAl 
the  kingdom  for  many  years,  and  augmented  it  with  the  sove- 
reignty of  Antioch,  which  he  obtained  when  lloger,|  the  son 
of  kichard,  was  killed.  Ue  governed  both  countries  with 
laudable  conduct;  mth  less  presumptuous  haughtiness,  i>er- 

*  Among  a  variety  of  instaaces  adduced  of  her  wealth,  it  is  stated,  that 
the  mailt  of  the  vissaml  which  coavcycnl  her  tr>  Palesitine,  wai»  covered  with 
jiure  ^old.    Alb.  Aquens.  ap.  Gesta  Dei,  p.  373. 

Fulcher  nssipiB  n  different  reason  for  her  ))eing  divorml.  The  kin;^, 
being  extremely  ill  and  thinkinf;  he  bliould  not  Kurvivc,  recollectod  that  lie 
luid  another  wife  living,  to  whom  he  hud  been  previously  niatriiMi  at 
Kdeasa.  Du  Cliesne,  t.  iv,  UiU.  lie  Jnul  lM?en  twice  luaniiil  lieluru," 
Jlirt  <irnt  wile,  an  En^^lisli  wonuui,  nce/)nipaniL'(l  liim  on  the  C'rurf:ule,  and  ** 
died  in  Asia:  the  second,  daughter  of  Taj))inii/.,  au  Arntcnian  noljlcnian, 
following  him,  by  sea,  to  Jertifiiilem,  was  taken  by  piratcfs ;  mid  hcing  hus* 
ficctcd  of  improper  conduct  duruig  her  absence,  was,  on  her  umvnl  at  Jera* 
salcm,  about  a.b.  1105,  re|>udiiitcd,  and  Hliut  u|}  iii  the  convent  oi*  St« 
Anne.    Alb.  Aquena.  ubi«up.  iinib.  Abbat.  Opeta,  p.  452, 

X  Roger,  prince-regent  of  Antioch,  son  of  Uichiird,  seneselml  of 
Ai>una,  maitied  Uodiema,  sister  of  l^aldwin  II.  He  was  shilti  in  111 il."— ; 
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haps,  but  with  great  and  ooRSummate  prudence^  though 

thuro  iuc  some  wlio  wound  his  fair  fume,  accusing  him  of 
excessive  jMirsiraony.  Wherefore,  last  year,  when  the  TurLi 
liud  taken  liim,  while  riding  a  short  distance  from  Jerusalem, 
his  people  grieved  but  little  for  him,  and  for  nearly  a  year 
it  remained  unknown^  both  ,  to  subjects  and  even  to  tuk*- 
bearcrsi  whither  he  was  taken,  or  whether  ofr  not  he  breathed 
the  vital  air.  However,  the  people  of  Jerusalem,  nothing 
di.-i'uura;^ed  on  iu-oount  of  his  absence,  refused  eitlier  to  clict 
a  king  or  to  di^conlinMe  the  order  or  eoiiiiiiand  of  the 
soldiers,  till  the  certainty  of  the  matter  conUl  he  known.  At 
last,  the  place  whero  ht^  lay  eiixitivc  bi*ing  dl.'^covercd,  some. 
knights  of  surpassing  boldness,  assuming  the  guise  of  mer* 
chants,  and  hiding  weapons  beneath  their  garmcnISy  cnterect 
the  town»  and  i*escucd  the  king  from  jeopardy ;  protesting, 
that  tliey  did  not  act  thus  through  re,spe(!t  for  his  niggardli- 
ness, but  out  of  gratitude  to  Gozelin  of  Turbexhel,  *  who 
never  lie>;itated  to  bestow  all  he  possibly  eouKI  u|K)n  the 
iniUtary.  lie  has  now  lived  long,  a  provident  man,  and  sul>- 
;eet  to  no  other  imputation.'!'  Tiie  principality  of  Antioch 
pertains  to  the  son  of  Boamund,  of  whom  I  proceed  to  spealu 
Boanumd|  wtui  tlie  son  of  RolM*rt  Guiscard  by  a  Nomian 
woman ;  he  had  another  sou  named  ltogt*r,  born  of  an  Apu- 
lian,  wbd  was,  by  liig  fatlicr,  siUMuuned  Purse,"  because  his 
paternal  and  attentive  ohn  rvaliou  had  discovi  red,  that,  from 
a  more  (  hibl,  he  .Iiad  |)leasurc  in  eounting  money.  As  to 
]>oanuuid,  who  was  somewhat  older,  he  never  could  retain 
anything,  but  even  gave  away  his  childish  presents.  Koger, 
therefore,  received  Apulia,  which  seemed  to  belong  to  iiim 

*  Thid  ncc!ount  nppoard  in  some  mciitturc  incorrect.  Gozdlii  and  the 
king  wcro  both  confined  in  the  s.uiic  ciustle.  On  it^i  bdng  avixi!*!  Goiclin 
cseapeil,  nml  colli  i  tid  tro<>|)H  to  iilieratc  his  frieml.**,  who  wero  now  thcin- 
nelve.H  l»e?»ie;^'ii!.  Hut  ere  Win  univai,  the  'J'urkii  luul  nuulc  theiiiM-his 
niii:iter3  of  the  furtresii  unit  curried  off  tlie  kln^',  who  did  not  recover  his 
liberty  fur  miuo  lime,  and  then  onlv  by  p.iyaij;  ii  coitoidcrublc  raiisoni. 
Fulcli.  Curnot.  t-t  Will.  lyr.  up.  Ge^U  j/ei. 

f  Djildwin  died  2lBt  August,  a.  ii.  1 131.— IIardv. 

t  lluiiiiiund  Wild  buptij^cd  Murk ;  but  bid  futber  biKtrinj:  a  ttib  relutrd 
of  a  ^iunt  named  Huninund,  g;ive  him  that  uppellntiiin.  When,  liAcrbis 
captivity,  bo  returned  to  France,  many  of  the  noI)ilitv  rct|Uebtcd  him  to 
stund  for  their  ehildrcn;  thin  bo  acquiesced  in,  und  g^vinj^  ihum  bis 
name,  it  became  frequefit  in  these  iiarta«  though  before  nearly  unknown  in 
the  Wc:it.    Ufd.  ViUl.  p.  Ui/ 
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in  right  of  his  mother :  Boamu&d  went  with  Ms  father  to 
the  Duraszian  war;  And  when  the  towns-people,  tliroiigh 
confidence  of  their  walls,  boasted,  that  the  city  was  called 
Durachium,*  becaiwe  it  could  endure  all  sieges  undisiuayod  ; 
and  "I,**  said  Guiscard,  "am  called  Durandu3j  and  I  will 
endure  in  besieging,  until  I  take  away  the  xuime  irom  the 
city;  so  that,  hencc.'furtli  it  sliall  no  longer  be  called  Dura* 
chium,  but  Mollucium/'  .  The  firmness  of  tliis  answer'  so  - 
terrified  theniy  that  they  immediately  opened  their  gates* 
Thus,  secure  in  his  rear,  he  subdued,  with  the  less  difTi- 
culty,  the  other  cities  as  far  as  Thessalonica.  He  had  now- 
arrived  there,  and  had  already,  both  by  hinidelf  and  by  hid 
son,  taught  Alexius  that  he  might  be  overcome,  wlien,  be- 
guiled by  the  treachery  of  his  wife,  he  iailed,  by  deatli,  of 
a  noble  enterprise.  Boamund,  then,  returning  tp  Apulia, 
possessed  some  castles  through  his  brotber*s  indulgence,  and 
acquired  many  others  by  his  own  courage  and  prudence. 
Indeed  the  dukedom  had  fallen  to  his  brother  only  in  ap- 
pearance; all  the  most  warlike  spirits  fullowing  him.  Nor 
was  this  of  light  iinj)ortanee :  for,  observant  of  liis  father** 
purpose,  he  was  averse  to  Guibert,  and  strongly  espoused 
the  cause  of  Urlnin ;  urging  him,  when  hesitating,  to  pro- 
ceed into  France  to  the  council  of  Clermont,  whither  the 
letters  of  Raymond  earl  of  Pi*ovence9  and  of  the  bishop  of 
Chorges,  invited  liim.  Tlie  council  being  ended,  he  readily 
embraced  the  opportunity,  and  transported  liis  forces  into 
Greece;  and  thence  moving  forward  liis  army,  lie  quietly 
awaited  Kaymond  and  (iotlfity.  tToining  them  on  their 
arrival,  he  possessed  great  iuiiueuce  from  bis  military  skill 
and  from  his  courage,  which  was  never  surpassed*  Ikit,  a3 
what  he  performed  in  company  with  others,  only  entitles 
him  to  a  share  in  the  general  praise ;  and  my  former  narra* 
tive  has  related  how  he  had  been  taken  prisoner ;  it  may  be 
proper  to  mention  in  what  manner  lie  rescued  himself  from 
captivity.  Wlicn  Danisman  perceived  that  no  advantage 
resulted  to  liim,  from  detaining  so  great  a  man  in  coniine- 
mcnt,  he  changed  his  intentions,  and  began  sedulously  to  treat 
of  terms  of  peace;  for  he  was  neither  inclined  tp  put  him 

•  There  is  ri  play  here  on  tljo  words  Mollucium  and  Durachium,  in- 
tended U)  impljr  bort  and  liurdi  "moUw"  and  **durui»,"  which  it  nut  tutiy 
to  translate. 
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to  deathf  lest  he  should  excite  the  fiense  hatred  of  the 

Cliristintis  agnindt  himself ;  nor  would  he  set  him  at  liberty,* 

without  the  hojKj  of  a  luHliiig  peace,    lioamund,  therefore, 
j)ronii.sin;»  the  infidel  perpetual  atnity,  returned  to  Antiuch, 
i)rin^ing  with  him  the  ailver  fetters  with  which  he  hud  been 
ex)nimed;  and  bein^  favourably  received  by  hU  people,  lie 
took  ]K)SMeiision  of  Luodieea,  and  the  other  cities  wliicli  Tnu" 
cro«l|  lest  he  should  have  been  thought  slumbering  in  indo^ 
luiice,  wliiUt  his  unele  was  sighing  in  prison,  had  acquired 
during  Ids  captivity.    Not  long  aitor  he  came  into  France, 
oircriug  up,  in  honour  of  St.  J-,eomird,  the  chains  with  which 
lie  liad  been  l)urdcned;  t'oi-  this  baintf  is  said  to  be  so  espe- 
cially powerful  in  loosing  fetters,  that  the  captive  may  freely 
carry  away  his  chains,  even  in  the  sight  of  liis  enemies,  who 
dare  not  mutter  a  syllable.    Ue  then  married  one  of  the 
daughters  of  the  king  of  Fiiince»  and  sending  another  to 
Tancred,  went  to  ApuHa,  followed  by  the  Fi*ench  nobility, 
who  deserted  their  country  in  hope  of  greater  advantages, 
as  well  as  to  be  eye-witnesses  of  what  could  be  elleeted  by 
that  energetic  valour,  which  was  so  universally  extolled  by 
fame.    Wherefore  arranging  his  ulluirs  in  Apulia,  he  uuaia 
burst  forth  against  Alexius ;  alleging  as  a  cause  of  attacking 
him,  his  cruelty  to  the  crusaders,  for  which  he  was  very 
noted.    Uut  being  deceived  by  the  subtlety  of  tlie  emperor, 
who  alienated  his  commanders  fi*om  him  by  bribery,  or  took 
them  olf  by  ])oison,  he  had  little  or  no  success.    Dejected  at 
this,  he  returned  to  Apulia,  where,  in  a  few  days,  wliile  pur- 
jiosing  to  proceed  to  Anlioch,  he  died,  not  an  old  man,  yt-i 
e<|ual  to  any  in  prudence,  leaving  a  son  of  tender  age.  He 
was  a  nnm  linn  in  adversity,  and  circumspect  in  pru.<pentyf 
for  he  had  even  provided  himself  an  antidote^  when  uppre- 
heusive  of  poison*    It  was  a  knife,  which,  placed  before  iiiin 
when  eating,  strange  to  tell,  indicated,  by  the  moistness  of 

*  Orderic.  Vital,  p.  7d7,  gives  a  different  account  of  his  deliverance, 
and  which  has  quite  a  romantic  air. 

t  Leonard  was  godtion  to  C-lovis  king  of  France,  and  obtained,  thn>ui;h 

the  favour  of  tliat  monarch,  tliat,  whenever  he  should  see  any  one  who 
wiw  in  cliains,  he  ahoulil  imnieil lately  he  set  nt  lihcrty.  At  length  ii 
ph  ased  (hkI  to  honour  hitn  to  that  de;;ree,  that,  if  any  jierson  in  loniint" 
nicnt  irivokt'd  his  nanu-,  tlicir  chains  immediately  fell  ott,  and  tlu  y  mi'-'lit 
dei>ait;  tlu-ir  keeper.s  tin  niM'lvea  having  no  power  to  prevent  them.  V.*lc 
Sttriu8^  Vitte  Sunct.  Nov.  G. 
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itg  handle,  whenever  poison  was  brought  into  the  apartment. 
After  him  Tanered  presided  over  Antiocli ;  4  nephew  )vorthy 
of  such  an  uncle*  Tanered  was  removed  from  this  world  by 
an  early  deaths  and  Roger  the  son  of  Richard  succeeded.  - 
Though  rivaUing  the  faine  of  his  predecessors  in  battle,  yet 
he  inqurrcd'the  disgrace  of  being  avaricious.  In  conse* 
qucncc  of  this,  when  the  soldiery  avoided  him,  he  eiiguged 
tiic  Turks  with  a  trifling  stipendiary,  and  a  small  native 
force,  and  fell  nobly  revenging  his  deatli:  for  being  uikvAi 
by  them,  stripped  of  his  armour,  and  commanded  to  yield 
up  his  sword ;  he  refused  to  deliver  it  to  any  but  the  com* 
mauder,  as  he  considered  oil  present  unworthy  to  receive  the 
Burrendor  of  so  dignified  a  character.  The  unhappy  chief 
gave  credit  to  his  specious  word^,  and  taking  off  lus  hehnet, 
stretched  out  his  hand  to  receive  lioger's  sword.  When, 
indignant,  and  mustering  all  his  reniaiuitig  jyovvers  for  the 
effort,  he  cut  off  the  Tui'k's  head,  aiuV  being  immediately 
stabbed,  esciuped  the  disgrace  of  slavery  by  tlie  act  his 
courage  had  suggested.  Baldwin  the  second,  king  of  Jeru- 
salem, revenging  his  death  in  a  signal  manner,  faithfully 
reserved  the  dominion  of  tlie  city,  and  his  daughter,  for  • 
Boumund  the  son  of  BoamumL 

Raymond  was  the  son  of  the  most  noble  William,*  earl  of 
Toulouse,  wlio,  being  a  man  of  enterprise  and  ability,  ren- 
dered his  country,  which  had  been  obscured  througli  the  in- 
dolence of  liis  predecessors,  illustrious  by  Uis  own  good 
qualities.   His  wife  Almodis  was  repeatedly  married  to  cMf- 
ferent  persons,  and  had  a  numerous  issue  by  thcni  all;  a 
woman  of  3ueh  sad,  unbridled  lewdness,  that,  when  one  hus- 
band became  disgusting  to  her  frojn  long  intercours(%  sht* 
would  depart  and  take  up  lier  abode  with  another :  to  sum 
up  all,  slie  had  been  first  united  lo  the  earl  of  Aries ;  pre- 
sently, becoming  weary  of  him,  she  connected  herself  with 
William;  and  then  after  bearing  him  two  sons,  she,  lured 
the  earl  of  Barcelona  to  marry  her.    Moreover,  William, 
when  at  the  point  of  death,  gave  to  his  son  of  his  own  name 
but  not  of  his  own  disposition,  the  cuuuty  of  Toulouse,  be- 
cause, though  he  was  of  slender  talents,  the  people  of  Toii- 
'  louse  would  attempt  no  innovation  against  him,  as  they  \veic 
accustomed  to  the  government  of  his  family.    But  Raymond, 
*  He  is  called  Pontius  in  Bouquet^  Rec.  13^  7« 
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who  was  of  brighter  abiUties,  reeeived  Chorges,  and  increased 
it  wonderfully  by  the  addition  of  Aries,  Narbonne,  Provence, 
and  Limugi's.    Again,  he  purchased  Toulouse  of  his  brother 
who  went  to  Jerusalem  many  years  previous  to  the  grand 
crusade ;  but  these  things  were  achieved  by  a  epnaiderable 
lapse  of  timOy  and  a  Hie  expended  on  th^s  labour.  ThuSi 
ever  engaged  in  war^  he  had  no  desire  for  a  legitimate  wife,  | 
enjoying  himself  in  unrestrained  concubinage.    Finally,  he  1 
condescended  to  honour  with  his  adoption  and  inheritance, 
Bcrtruiiil,  liis  bon  by  one  of  liis  mistresses,  as  he,  in  some  | 
res[)ects,  resembled  his  father.    To  tliis  son  lie  married  the 
niece*  of  Matilda  the  marchioness,  a  native  of  Lqmbardy, 
that  by  such  a(lin.ity  lie  miglit  secure  his  possessions  on  that 
8ide.    In  the  latter  .part  of  ins  life,  too^  he  himself  espoused 
the  daughter  of  the  king  of  Tarragona,  covenanting  for  a  < 
noble  dowry ;  namely,  the  perpetual  peace  of  the  adjacent  , 
provinces.    Soon  after  this,  on  contcinj)lLiting  his  grey  hairs, 
he  made  a  vow  to  go  to  Jerusalem,  that  his  bodily  powers, 
tliuugh  decayed  and  feeble,  might  still,  though  late,  enter 
into  the  service  of  God.    The  chief  promoter  of  this  was 
the  bishop  of  ChorgeSi  by  whose  especial  exertions  he  had 
always  been  thwarted^  and  in  one  contest,  had  even  lost  an 
eye,  which  mark  of  deformity,  so  far  from  concealing,  he 
Was  ever  anxious  to  show,  boasting  of  it  as  a  proof  of  his 
gallant ry.    l^ut  noAv,  leagued  in  mutual  friendship,  that  they 
might  employ  their  old  age  in  religious  services,  they  stimu- 
lated Urban,  already  inclined  to  preach  the  crusade,  to  pass 
the  Alps  and  summon  a  council  at  Clermonti  more  especially 
as  it  was  a  city  adjacent  to  their  territories,  and  convenient 
for  pcrfions  coming  from  every  part  of  France.    The  bi$hop» 
however,  died  on  his  way  to  the  council.    To  his  influence 
succeeded  the  bishop  of  Puy,  of  whom  we  have  before  spo- 
ken :  animated  by  whose  advice,  and  protected  by  whose 
assistance,  Ivaymond  was  the  first  layman  who  a^^sumed  the 
cross ;  making  tliis  addition  to  his  vow,  "  that  he  would  ncTcr 
return  to  his  country,  but  endeavour  to  lessen  the  weight  of 
his  past  offences  by  perpetual  exertion  against  the  Turks."* 
Ue  had  already  given  many  proofs  of  his  prowess  on  the 
wajy — ^the  first  to  labour  aiid  the  last  to  rest ;  many  also  of 

^  Uclcoa^  daughter  of  Otho  I.  duke  of  Bur^ndy.  Bouc^uc^  Rec  1^  h  • 
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dforbeorancey  as  he  readily  relinquished  those  places  lie  hud 
first  occupied  at  Antioch  to  Boamundy  and  the  tower  of  Da- 
vid to  Godfrey.  But  at  length,  hin  patience  being  worn  out 
hy  the  unreasonable  demands  of  certain  personsy  he  departed 
from  his  usual  practice  on  the  subject'  of  the  surrender  of 
Ascalon.  For,  on  the  first  arrival  of  the  Franks,  the  towns- 
people,  eitamining  the  disposition  of  our  several  commanders^ 
made  choice  of  him  for  their  patron ;  because  many  men, 
who  hud  come  thither  before  by  sea,  from  ^lontpclicr  to  mule, 
hiid  extolled  his  sincerity  and  courage  to  the  skies.  In  eun- 
Hcquence,  they  delivered  to  him  their  keys,  and  compelled 
him  to  make  oath  that  he  would  never  give  up  tlie  command 
of  the  city  to  any  other  of  the  Christians,  should  he  himself 
be  either  umvilling  or  unable  to  retain  it.  A  murmuring 
then  arose  among  the  chiefs,  who  ref^uired  the  surrender  ol* 
the  city  to  tlie  king ;  saying  that  his  kingdom  was  of  little 
value,  unless  he  could  iiold  Ascalon,  which  would  be  a  recep- 
tacle ibr  the  enemy  and  an  obstacle  to  our  party.  The 
king,  indeed,  set  forth  the  matter  mildly,  as  he  did  everything 
eUe,  with  a  placid  countenance  consistent  with  his  manners; 
the  others  rather  more  violently*  However,  he  paid  little 
attention  to  their  words,  obviating  their  allegations  by  very 
substantial  reasons;  saying  that  all  his  a>M>(:iuies  had  .sLcured 
•  a  place  of  retreat ;  part  uf  them  hail  returned  home ;  part 
were  occupying  the  provinces  they  had  aecjuired;  that  lio 
alone,  having  abjured  his  native  country,  could  neither  re- 
turn thither,  nor  did  he  possess  a  place  of  refuge  here ;  that 
he  had  yielded  in  other  points,  but  they  must  allow  him  to 
retain  Asealon,  under  fealty  to  the  IIoly-SrpuMire,-  as  he  . 
had  taken  an  oath  not  to  give  it  up.  Uu  hmriiig  this,  all  • 
began  to  clamour,  and  to  call  him  intere.sti  d  and  laithless; 
indeed  they  could  scarcely  abstain  irum  laying  hands  on  hiui. 
The  earl,  indignant  at  this  reproach,  failed  in  the  duty  of  a 
just  and  upright  man,  delivering  the  keys  to  the  enemies  of 
God,  and  compensating  the  fear  of  i)erjury  by  the  blood  of 
many  a'  man  in  after  time;  for  to  this  day  that  city,  has 
never  been  taken  either  by  force  or  by  stratagem. 

Moreover,  many  of  his  peuph*,  delighted  with  thcunbouialt  d 
atlluence  of  the  place,  obtained  the  friendship  of  its  citizens  by 
denying  their  faith.  Thus  leaving  Jerusalem,  he  came  to 
Laodiceo,  aind  having  subdued  it,  continued  there  some  little 
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timet  Afterwards,  w}iea  he  had  gone  to  Constantinople 
Tancred  obtained  Laodicea,  ihoagh  it  is  dubious^ whether  hj 
force  or  favour.  In  tlie  meantime  remaining  at  Byzantiimiy 
he  contrived  bjr  his  consummate  prudence  to  insinuate  him* 

Belt*  into  the  favour  of  Alexius.    Whence  it  happened,  that, 
tliruugh  the  kindness  of  the  emperor,  getting  a  safe  passaj^e, 
he  c.sca|)cd  bharinj^  those  calamities  which,  as  we  have  before 
related,  befell  William  of  Poitou  and  the  others ;  with 
whom  he  took  the  city  of  Tortosa,  and,  when  the  rest  pro- 
ceeded onwardsi  retained  possession  of  it    To  extend  liis 
power,  he  furtified  a  town  over  against  Tripoli,  called  Pil- 
grim's Castle,  where  he  appointed  abbat  Herbert,  bishop. 
And  tliut  tli(^  slialtined  j<troiigth  of  his  I'ulluwefd  mij^ht  re- 
cruit by  repose,  he  nmde  a  seven  years'  league  with  the 
Ti  ipolitans.    Ne vert lieless,  ere  the  time  appointed,  the  peace 
was  broken,  on  account  of  a  certain  townsman  being  found 
within  the  castle^  with  a  poisoned  dagger  concealed  beneath 
his  garments.   And  now  truly  would  he  have  put  the  finish* 
ing  hand  to  the  conquest  of  Tripoli,  had  not  death,  approach* 
ing  almost  immediately,  bereft  his  vital  spirit,  big  with  great 
achieveuu:iits.    On  learning  his  decease,   William  oi  I^lout- 
pi'licr,  and  the  other  chiefs  of  the  province,  provided  that 
William  the  Pilgrim,  scarcely  four  years  of  iige,  wliuiu  he 
had  begotten  ou  a  Spanish  woman  during  the  siege,  sliould 
be  conveyed  home,  to  be  educated  for  the  succession,  Avith 
the  anxious  wishes  of  all.    Nor  did  Bertrand  hear  of  this 
transaction  with  displeasure,  although  he  'had  never  been 
consulted,  as  it  enabled  him  to  renew  his  lather's  fame. 
Whertdurc,  licudiiig  a  vast  army,  and  chit'lly  hU})[)uii<*d  by 
the  Genoese  and  1/isaiis,  who  were  allied  to  his  wile,  he 
attacked  Tripoli  by  sea  and  land,  and  . when  exhausted  by  » 
prutraetiHl  siege,  reduced  it  to  liis  dominion*    To  him  sue- 
ceeih'd  Pontius,  his  sou  by  the-  Lombard  ;  a  youth  who 
rivalled  the  glory  of  his  ancestors,  and  who  obtained  in 
marriage  tlie  ivlict  of  Tancred,  formerly  prince  of  Aiitiocli. 
This,  wlicn  dyiii;i,  Iiti  had  eonnnanded  ;  ailiriniiig,  that,  the 
youth  would  grow  up  a  benefit  to  the  Christians,  aiul  an 
utter  destruction  to  the  Turks.    Pontius  therefore  rvv^u^  at 
Tripoli,  professing  himself  the  servant  of  the  Holy  Sepulchre; 
in  this  respect  following  the  example  of  his  grandfather  aad 
father. 

se2 
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Bobert,  son  of  William  the  flrsf  king  of  England,  was 
lK>rn  in  Konnandj,  and  already  considered  as  a  youth  of  er- 

cellcnt  courage,  wlien  his  father  camo  to  England  :  of  tried 
prowess,  thougli  of  small  stature  ami  projecting  belly.  Ho 
passed  his  early  years  amid  the  warlike  troops  of  his  father, 
obedient  to  him  in  every  respect :  but  in  th^  vigorous  heat 
of  youtli,  led  by  the  suggestions  of  his  idle  companion?,  he 
supposed  he  could  obtain  Kormandy  from  the  king,  during 
his  lifetime.  But  when  William  refused  this,  and  drove 
away  the  youth  by  the  blustering  of  his  terrific  voice,  Robert 
departed  indignantly,  and  harassed  his  country  by  perpetual 
attacks.  His  father  laughed  at  first,  and  then  added,  "  By 
the  re-surrection  of  God,  this  little  Itobin  Sliort-boot  will  be 
a  clever  fellow^  for  such  was  lus  appellation,  from  lii^ 
small  stature ;  though  there  was  nothing  else  to  find  fault 
with  ;  as  he  was  neither  ilUmade,  nor  deficient  in  eloc|uenee, 
nor  wa^  he  wanting  in  courage  or  resources  of  mind, 
length,  however,  tlie  king  was  so  trans[)orted  with  anther, 
tliat  he  denied  him  his  last  blessing  and  the  inherit :ince  of 
England  ;  and  it  was  with  diiliculty,  and  disgracCi  that  he 
could  retain  evert  Normandy.  After  nine  years  he  gave 
proof  of  his  manliood  in  the  labours  of  the  crusade,  and  la 
many  instances  appeared  wonderful,  as  neither  Christian  nor 
pagan  could  ever  unhors(;  him  ;  hut  more  es|>ocially  in  the 
battle  of  Antioch,  where  he  graced  the  victory  by  a  sinfrnlar 
achievement.  For  when  tlie  Turks,  as  we  have  rehilitl, 
were  suddenly  dismayed  and  fled,  and  our  ]>arty  vehemently 
attacked  them  in  disorder,  Corbanach^  their  leader,  mindful 
of  his  native  valour,  checked  his  horse,  and  rallied  liis  people ; 
calling  them  base  slaves,  and  forgt^tful  of  tlielr  ancient  eon- 
quests,  in  suffering  themselves,  the  former  eonquLrurs  of  the 
east,  to  be  driven  from  their  territories  by  a  strange,  and 
ahnost  unarmed  people.  At  this  ri^proaeh,  many,  resuming 
their  courage,  wheeled  round,  attacked  the  Fraidvs,  and  com- 
pelled the  nearest  to  give  way,  while  Corbanach  continued 
to  animate  his  men,  and  to  assault  the  enemy ;  nobly  fulfill- 
ing bis  duty,  both  as  a  commander  and  a  soldier.  But  now 
the  Norman  earl  and  Philip  the  clerk,  son  of  Koger,  earl  of 
Montgomery,  and  Warin  de  Taney,  a  castle  so  named  in 
Maine,  wlio  had  before  made  a  feint  of  retreating,  exliurtiug 
each  other  with  mutual  spirit,  turned  round  their  {iorses^  and 
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each  littacking  lib  man,  threw  them  to  the  ground.  Here 
Corbunucli,  though  ho  knew  the  earl,  yet  estimating  him 
merely  by  his  size,  and  thinking  it  inglorious  to  ily,  atoned 
for  the  boldness  of  attacking  him,  by  a  speedy  exit ;  being 
instantly  deprived  of  Ijfe.  The  Turk%  who  were  aireadj 
elomouring  vrith  boastful  joy,  on  seeing  his  fall,  now  lost 
their  lately-acquired  hopes,  and  redoubled  their  flight*  In 
tliis  contest  Warin  I'l^ll :  Uobert,  with  riiilip,  gained  the  vic- 
tory. The  latttr,  who  acquired  renown  by  tliis  service,  but 
afterwards,  as  they  report,  closed  an  honourable  career  at 
Jerusalem,  was  celebrated  for  his  leai*ning  as  well  as  his  mili- 
tary prowess.  Uobert,  thus  coming  to  Jerusalem,  tarnished 
his  glory  by  an  indelible  stain,  in  refusing  a  kingdom,* 
offered  to  him,  as  a  king's  son,  by  the  consent  of  all ;  and 
this,  as  it  is  asserted,  not  throuj^h  awe  of  its  dignity,  but 
throu;^h  tlte  fi'ar  of  endless  hibuar.  However,  returning 
home,  where  he  had  reckoned  on  giving  himself  up  to  the 
full  iudulgenee  of  sensual  pleasure,  God  mercifully  visited 
him,  as  1  believe,  for  this  transgression ;  every  wliere 
thwarting  him,  and  turning  all  lus  enjoyments  into  bitter- 
ness  ;  as  will  be  manifested  by  the  sequel. 

His  wife,  the  daughter  of  William  de  Conversauo,  whom 
he  liad  married  in  Apulia  on  his  return,  and  whose  surfiass- 
beauty,  all  endeavours  to  describe  are  vain,  died  ulier  a 
few  years,  by  disease  ;|  misled,  as  it  is  said,  by  the  advice  of 
the  midwife,  who  had  ordered  her  breasts,  when  in  childt 
bed,  to  be  bound  with  a  tight  bandage,  on  account  of  the 
copious  iiow  of  her  milk.  A  great  consolation,  hmvevcr,  in 
this  extreme  distress,  was  a  ?on  by  his  consort ;  who,  called. 
\Villiaiii  l)y  presagi*  of  his  <^r:iiidfather's  name,  gave  "hope  of 
noble  talents  liereafter.  The  ininiense  sum  which  his  futher- 
iu*law  had  given  him,  under  the  appellatiou  of  dowry,  that 

■ 

*  None  of  the  wriginnl  hititorians  of  the  crus4ido  mention  Robert,  bj 
name,  a»  rcliising  the  crown,  llenr}' of  Iluiitin^^ilon  however  records  i^ 
and  Albcrtiis  Ai|uenHis  observes,  that  it  Wiis  tirjit  otfVri'tl  to  Itaymund,  carl 
of  Toulouse,  wlio declining  to  accept  it,  and  the  ollar  chiefs  in  6Ucce.vMon 
following  lii^  example,  Godfrey  was,  with  difheulty,  prevailed  on  to  uatcad 
Uic  throne.    Alb.  Ai|uenti.  1.  vi.  c.  33.  and  Vlllehardouin,  No.  UG. 

f  *'  Stbilla^  duchess  of  Normandy,  died  by  poison,  according  to  OtM* 
CUB  Vitalb,  ttud  tKc  Continuutor  of  William  of  Jumieges.  Mulnicdbiiiy^ 
account  ilocii  aot  appear  to  bo  supportod-  by  any  coatemporary  testiniODy*'* 
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he  might  with  it  redeem  Normandy,*  he  lavished  so  pro- 
fusely  on  buffoons,  and  worthless  people,  tliat,  in  a  few  days, 
he  was  penny  less.  He  accelerated  his  disgrace  by  his  ill-, 
ad vifeicd  arrival  in  England,  to  wrest  tUo  kingdom  from  liis 
brother  Henry  ;  but,  failing  of  the  assistance  of  the  traitors 
who  liad  invited  liim,  lie  easily  yielded  to  his  brotlier's  terms  • 
of  peace  :  which,  by  the  agreement  of  the  chiefs  of  either 
party,  were,  that,  he  should  receive  an  annual  present  of 
three  thousand  marks  from  England.  These  were  mere 
words  :  ibr  the  king  had  promised  this  witliout  any  design 
oi  iuUilling  it ;  but,  aware  of  his  brother's  easiness,  had  de- 
luded his  soft  credulity,  till  his  warlike  passion  should  sub- 
side. And  he,  too^  as  if  contending  with  fortune  whether 
she  should  give  or  he  squander  modt,  discovering  tlie  mere 
wish  of  the  queen,  silently  iutreating  it,  kindly  forgave  the 
payment  of  this  immense  sum  for  ever ;  thinking  it  a  very 
great  niatter,  that  female  pride  should  condescend  to  ask  a 
favour  ;  for  lie  was  her  godfather.  Moreover  he  forgot 
offences,  and  forgave  faults  beyond  what  he  ought  to  have 
done  :  he  answered  all  wlio  applied  to  him,  exactly  as  they 
wished  ;  and  that  he  might  not  dismiss  them  in  sadness, 
promised  to  give  what  was  out  of  his  power.  })y  this  suavily 
of  disposition,  with  which  he  ought  to  have  aequired  the 
conunendations  and  the  love  of  his  subjects,  he  so  excited  the  • 
contempt  of  the  Normans,  that  they  considered  him  as  of  no 
consequence  whatever.  For  then,  all  the  nobility  falling  at 
variances  plunder  was  universal,  and  the  commonalty  were 
pillaged.  Although  the  inhabitants  laid  their  injuries  be- 
fore  the  earl,  they  gained  no  kind  of  redress  ;  for  though 
incensed  at  first,  yet  his  anger  "was  soon  appeased,  eitlier  by 
a  trifling  pn  sent,  or  llai  lapse  of  time.  Koused,  however, 
by  the  extremity  of  their  distresses,  they  determined  to  implore 
tlic  assistance  of  king  Henry  to  their  sullcring  country,  Uenry» 
according  to  Cassar's  axiom,f  Tiiat  if  justice  is  ever  to  be 
violated,  it  ought  to  be  violated  in  favour  of  the  citissens,  and 
that  you  may  be  observant  of  duty  in  other  points,'*  franspoi  ted 
hLs  ibrces  several  tunes  into  JSormandy  to  succour  expiring 

*  "  Nonnnndy  was  only  mortgaged  for  10,000  marka^  about  the  100th 
part  of  its  present  viihie.**—UARDY. 

t  Cicero  de  Oltic.  1.  iii.    liut  iMalmcsbury  seems  to  have  thought  it 
ueoeasaty  to  soXtca  it ;  as  Ca^^uir's  axiom  says,   for  tiic  sake  of  power/* 
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justice,  and  mt  last  was  successful  enough  to  subjugate  the 
whole  country,  with  the  exception  of  Rouen,  Falaise,  and  Caen, 

•  Robert  was  now  reduced  so  low,  as  to  wander,  hardly  to  be 
recognW^d,  tlirougli  these  towns,  obtaining  a  precarious  sub- 
sistence from  the  inhabitants.  Disgusted  at  this,  tlie  peoj^le  , 
of  Caen  did  not  long  r^ard  their,  lidelity^  but  sending  mes- 
sengers to  the  king,' they  closed  the  gates  of  their  city,  with 
locks  and  b6lts.  Robert  learning  this,  and  wishing  to  escape, 
was  hardly  alluwi  d  to  depart  ^  h\s  attendant,  with  the  fur- 

•  niture  of  his  ohnmbor,  bcinp^  detained.  Thence  flying  to 
Rouen,  he  hud  a  conlV  rence  with  liis  lord,  tlie  king  of  France, 
and  his  relation,  the  earl  of  Flanders,  on  the  subject  of 
assistance  ;  but  obtaining  none,  he  determined,  as  his  last 
resource,  to  risk  a  general  action.  .  In  wluch,  through  the 
persecution  of  fate,  being  taken  prisoner,  he  was  kept,  by 
tlie  laudable  afToction  of  his  brother,  in  free  custody  till  llie 
day  of  his  di^ith  ;  for  he  endured  no  evil  but  solitude,  if  that 
can  be  ealleil  solitude  where,  by  the  attention  of  his  keepers, 
he  was  provided  with  abundance  both  of  amusement  and  of 
food.  Ue  was  confined,  however,  till  he  had  survived  all 
his  companions  in  the  Crusade,  nor  was  he  liberated  to  the 
day  of  his  death.*  He  was  so  eloquent  in  his  native  tongue, 
lluit  none  could  be  more  pleasant ;  in  other  men's  atfiiirs,  no 
eounsfdlor  was  more  excollent ;  in  military  .skill  equal  to  any  ; 
yet,  through  the  easiness  of  his  disposition,  was  he  ever 
esteemed*  unfit  to  have  the  management  of  the  state.  But  siace 

I  have  already  said  all  that  I  knew  of  Hugh  the  Great,  aad  \ 
of  the  earls  of  Blois  and  of  Flanders^  I  think  I  may,  very 
properly  here  conclude  my  Fourth  Book.  | 

•  Instead  of  tbcsc  words  "nor  wna  lie  libenUfd,  nnother  manu* 

.  script  reatiji,    and  whether  he  ever  will  bo  set  free,  is  doubtful/'   Upon  , 
which  Mr.  Hardy  ohM.Tvc8  that  thene  various  readings  of  the  MS^.  seem  to  | 
murk  tiic  pcriuilit  when  tho  author  cnmpfisefl  and  amendud  his-  hibtory.  In 
other  words,  the  re:uling  in  the  text  u  as  substituted  by  tho  author,  when  he 
rcnscd  his  work  after  Robert's  death,  for  the  reiiilin;^  in  the  note^  whkh  ii 
copied  from  o  MS.  written  whilst  Robert  was  stiU  in  prison. 
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BOOK  V. 

PREFACE. 

SuimoNED  by  tlie  progress  of  events,  we  have  entered  on 
the  times  of  king  Henry  ;  to  transmit  whose  actions  to  pos- 
terity, requires  an  abler  liand  than  ours.  For,  were  only 
those  particulars  recorded  which  iiave  reached  our  know* 
ledge,  they  would  weary  the  most  eloquent,  and  might  over- 
load a  library.  Who,  then,  will  attempt  to  untold  in  detail 
all  his  profound  oounseb»  all  his  royal  acUevements  ?  These 
are  matters  too  deep  for  me,  and  require  more  leisure  than  I 
possess.  Scarcely  Cicero  hiniselt',  whose  elo<juence  is  vene- 
rated by  all  the  W estern  world,  would  attempt  it  in  prose  ; 
and  in  verse,  not  even  a  rival  of  the  Mantuan  Bard.  In 
addition  to  this,  it  is  to  be  observed,  that  while  I,  who  am  a 
man  of  retired  habits,  and  far  from  the  .  secrets  of  a  court, 
withhold  m^ossent  from  doubtful  relators,  being  ignorant  of  his 
greater  achievemcntsi,  I  touch  only  on  a  few  events.  Where- 
fore, it  is  to  feared,  that  where  my  inluiinaUuii  faills  be- 
.  neuth  jny  wishes,  the  hero,  whose  numerous  exploits  I  omit, 
may  a[>pear  to  suffer.  However,  for  this,  if  it  be  a  fault,  I 
shall  have  a  good  excuse  with  him  who  shall  recollect  that  I 
could  not  be  acquainted  with  the  whole  of  his  transactions,, 
nor  ought  I  to  relate  even  all  that  I  did  know.  The  insig-* 
nifieance  of  my  condition  effects  the  one ;  the  disgust  of  my 
readers  would  be  excited  by  the  other.  This  fifth  book, 
.  then,  will  display  some  few  of  his  deeds,  while  fame,  no  • 
doubt,  will  blazon  the  rest,  and  lasting  memory  transmit 
them  to  posterity.  Nor  will  it  deviate  from  the  design  of 
the  preceding  four,  but  particularise  some  things  which  hap- 
pened during  liis  time  here  and  elsewhere,  which  perchance 
are  either  unrecorded,  or  unknown  to  many  :  they  will  oc- 
cupy, indeed,  a  considerable  portion  ot*  the  volume,  while  I 
mu^t  claim  the  usual  iudulgence  for  long  digressions,  as  well 
in  this  as  in  the  others. 
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Henrt,  the  yoongest  aoa  of  William  the  Great,  waa  born  in 
England^  the  third  year  after  his  father's  arrival ;  aohild* 
even  at  that  time,  fondly  cherished  by  the  joint  good  'wishes 
of  all,  a.8  being  the  only  one-of  William's  sons  bom  in  royalty, 

•    and  to  whom  tho  kingdom  seeniod  to  pertain.    The  early 
years  of  instruction  he  passed  in  liberal  arts,  and  so  tho- 
ruughly  imbibe  d  the  sweets  of  learning,  that  no  warlike 
commotions,  no  prei»ure  of  business^  could  ever  erase  them 
from  his  noble  mind ;  although  he  neither  read  mnc!i  openly, 
nor  displayed  hia  attainments  except  sparingly*   His  learn- 
iiif^,  however,  to  speak  the  truth,  though  obtained  by  snatches, 
assisted  him  much  in  the  science  of  governing  ;  at  oordinfr  to 
tliut  saying  of  l*luto,  "  H^MM^X  ^vouhl  be  the  conimonwt  alth, 
if  i)hiloso])lier8  governed,  or  kings  would  be  pliilosophers.'* 
Not  jjlenderly  tinctured  by  philosophy,  then,  by  degrees,  in 
process  of  time,  lie  learned  how  to  restrain  the  people  with 
lenity ;  nor  did  he  ever  suffer  his  soldiers  to  engage  hut 
where  he  saw  a  pressing  emergency.    In  thik  manner,  by 
Imrning,  he  trained  his  early  years  to  the  hope  of  the  kin<;- 
doji  ;  and  often  in  his  father  s  hearing  made  use  of  the  pro- 
.  verb,  that  "  An  illitiuate  king  is  a  crowned  ass."  They 
relate,  too,  that  his  fatlier,  observing  his  disposition,  never 
omitted  any  means  of  eli(;risinng  his  lively  prudence ;  and 
that  once,  when  he  had  been  ill-used  by  one  of  his  brothers^ 
and  was  in  tears,  he  spirited  him  up,  by  saying,  "  Weep  not,  . 
my  boy,  you  too  will  be  a  king." 

In  the  twenty-first  year,f  then,  of  his  fiither's  reijrn,  when 

-  he  was  nineteen  years  of  age,  he  was  knighted  by  liini  at 
Westminst<»r  during  Pentecost  ;  and  then  aecornjmnying  Iiiin 
to  Normandy,  was,  shortly  after,  present  at  his  funeral ;  the 
other  brothers  departing  whither  their  hopes  led  them,  ns  my 
former  narrative  has  related.  Wherefore,  supported  by  the 
blessing  of  his  father,  together  with  his  maternal  inheritance 
and  iuiuiense  treasures,  lie  paid  little  regard  to  the  luuighti- 

*  "  Henry  wiia  born  in  lOfin,  not  in  1070,  da  stated  by  Orilcncus  Vltalis, 
(Annul.  Ihirton,  npud  Fell,  inter  Uvr.  Aiip;Iic.  Script,  v.  p.  — 1U»DV. 

♦  "  William  the  Conqucmr  was  al)ro;ul  at  Pentecost  in  the  -1st  year  cf 
his  ri  i^^n,  a.d.  10U7.  Henry  uiulijuhletlly  received  knighthood  in  the  |far 
108G,  iu  the  20th  ^car  of  hi^  futher'ti  rci^iu"' — liAftuy. 
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.  neas  of  hU  Ixrptlicrs ;  assisting  or  opposing  cacli  of  them  as 
they  merited.   More  attached,  however,  to  Robert  for  his 

mildness,  he  took  every  means  of  stimulating  Ins  remissness 
by  his  own  spirit,  Robert,  on  the  otlier  hand,  through 
blameable  credulity,  trustin*]^  to  tidc»-bcarcr.s,  injured  his  inno- 
cent brother  ia  a  way  which  it  may  not  be  irrdeTant  briefly 
to  relate. 

At  the  time  when  the  nobility  of  England  were  rebelling 
against  William  the  Second,  while  Robert  was  waiting  a 
wind  to  sail  over  from  Normandy,  Henry  had,  by  his  com* 
mand,  departed  into  Brittany  ;  when,  eagerly  seizing  the 
opportunity,  he  expended  on  his  troops  all  the  large  sum  of 
money,  amounting  to  tliree  thousand  marks,  wliicli  had  hcen 
bequeathed  to  the  young  man  by  the,  will  of  his  father. 
Henry,  on  his  return,  though  perhaps  he  endured  this  with 
diiticulty,  yet  observed  a  cautious  silence  on  the  subject. 
However,  liearing  of  the  restoration  of  peace  in  England,  the 
service  Was  ended,  and  they  laid  aside  their  arms.  The  earl 
retired  to  his  own  tcn-itories  :  Henry  to  thor^c  which  his  bro- 
ther liad  either  j^iven,  or  promised  to  p^ive  him.  Indeed  he 
placed  his  promises  to  account,  retaining  the  tower  of  Rouen 
under  fealty  to  Robert,  liut,  by  the  accu.sation  of  some  very 
infiunous  persons,  his  fidelity  proved  disadvant:)<]:eous  to  him; 
and  for  no  fault  on  his*  part,  Henry  was,  in  this  very  place, 
detained  in  free  custody,  lest  he  should  escape  the  vigilance 
of  his  keepers.  Released  at  the  expiration  of  half  a  year,  on 
the  invitation  of  liis  brother  William  he  offered  him  his  ser- 
vices ;  but  he,  remunerating  the  young  man  no  better,  put 
him  off,  tliough  in  distress,  with  empty  promises  for  more 
than  a  year.  Wherefore,  Robert,  by  his  messengers,  offerifig 
reparation  for  what  had  been  done,  be  came  to  Normandy  ; 
having,  experienced  attempts  on  his  person  from  each  of  his 
brothers^  For  the  king,  angry  at  his  departure,  had  in  vain 
commanded  him  to  be  detained  :  and  the  earl,  swayed  hy  the 
arts  of  his  accusers,  had  chanp;ed  his  intention  ;  so  that, 
when  lured  to  him  by  soothing  measures,  he  would  not  easily 
suiTer  him  to  depart.  But  he,  escaping  every  danger  by  the 
providence  of  God  and  his  own  prudent  caution,  compelled 
his  brother  gladly  to  accede  to  peace,  by  seizing  Avranches 
and  some  other  castles.  Soon  after,  William  coming  into 
Normandy  to  revenge  himself  on  his  brother  Robert,  Henry 


1091.]  BENBT  ELECTED  KINO*  427 

• 

manifested  his  regard  to  the  earl  at  Rouen.  Finally,  the 
kiiig*8  party  coming  thither  in  tho  day  time^  he  spiritedly 
expelled  them,  when  already,  through  the  treachery  of  ti^ 
cttiscnfli  they  had  aver^run  the  whole  city  ;  sending  a  mes* 
fiage  to  the  early  to  oppose  them  in  front,  while  he  pressed  . 

•  upon  their  rear.  In  consequence  of  this  transaction,  one 
Conaa  was  accused  of  trcacliery  to  the  earl ;  Avho  designed 
to  cast  liiin  into  chains  :  supposing  that  no  f^reater  calamity 
could  be  inflicted  on  the  wretch^  than  dooming  him  to  drag 
out  a  hated  existence  in  prison.  But  Henry  requested  to 
have  this  Conan  committed  to  his  care  ;  which  being  granted, 
he  led  him  to  the  top  of  the  tower  at  Souen,  and  ordering 
liim  carefully  to  survey  the  surrounding  t<3rritory  from  the 
heights  of  the  citadel,  ironically  declaring  it  should  all  he 
his,  he  thrust  him  suddenly  olF  the  ramparts  into  the  Seine 
below  ;  protesting  to  his  com[)anions,  ^vho  at  the  same  time 
assisted  him,  that  no  respite  was  due  to  a  traitor ;  that  the 
injuries  of  a  stranger  might  be  endured  in  some  manner  or 
ittiier  ;  hut  that  the  punishment  of  a  man  who  with  an  oath 
had  done  homage,  when  once  convicted  of  perfid}',  never 
stiould  be  d<*ferred.  This  action  weighed  little  with  Robert, 
who  was  a  man  of  changeable  disposition,  for  he  immediately 
1>L\  aine  ungrateful,  and  ('(Jiiipciled  liis  de**ervinj}^  brother  to  .  | 
retire  from  the  city.  This  was  the  period  in  which,  as  has  i 
been  before  nuMitioned,  Henry,  as  well  for  his  Fecurity  as  for 
his  fame,  made  a  stand  against  both  Robert  and  William  at  I 
Mount  St.  ^liclmel's.  Tlius,  though  he  had  bef'n  faithful 
and  serviceable  to  cither  brother,  they,  vouchsafing  no  e«ta* 
blishment  to  the  young  man,  trained  him  up,  as  he  grew  in 
years,  to  greater  prudence,  from  the  scantiness  of  bis  moans. 
lUit  on  the  violi'fit  death  of  king  \\'illiam,  as  hd'ore  re- 

^  lated,  after  tlie  solemnization  of  the  royal  funeral,  he  was 
elected  king;  though  some  trifling  dissensions  had  first  arisen 
among  the  nobility  which  Avere  allayed  chiefly  through  the  j 
exertions  of  liciiry  earl  of  Wanvick,  a  man  of  unblemished 
integrity,  with  whom  he  had  long  been  in  the  strictest  inti* 
macy.'  He  immediately  promulgated  an  edict  throughout 
England,  annulling  the  illegal  ordinances*  of  his  LrotliLT, 
and  of  Ranulph ;  lie  remitted  taxes;  released  pri^omrd; 
drove  the  llugitious  from  court ;  restored  the  nightly  use 

*  *  Wilkins,  LegcB  AiigIo*Saxonic<»^  233. 
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of  lights  within  the  palace,  which,  had  been  omitted  in  his 
brother^g  time;*  and  renewed  the  operation  of  the  ancient 
law3,t  confirming  them  with  his  own  oath,  and  that  of  the 
nobility^  that  they  might.not  be  eluded*   A  joyful  day  th6a 
seemed  to  dawn  on  the  people,  when  the  light  of  fair  pro- 
mise shone  forth  after  such  repeated  clouds  of  distress.  And 
that  nothing  might  be  wanting  to  tlie  aggregate  of  happi- 
ness, Ranulf,  the  dregs  of  ini(iuity,  was  cast  into  the  gloom 
of  a  prison,  and  speedy  messengers  were  despatched  to  re- 
call Anselm.    Wherefore,  all  vying  in  joyous  acclamation, 
Henry  was  crowded  king  at  London,  on  the  nones  of 
August,  four  days  after  his  brother's  death.    These  acts 
were  the  more  sedulously  performed,  lest  the  nobility  should 
be  induced  to  repent  their  choice;  as  a  ruinonr  prevailed, 
that  Robert  earl  of  Normandy,  returning  from  Apulia,  was 
just  on  the  point  of  arriving.    Soon  after.  Ins  friends,  and  * 
particularly  the  bishops,  persuading  him  to  give  up  mere- 
tricious pleasures  and  adopt  legitimate  wedlock,  he  married, 
on  St.  Martin's  day,  Matilda,^  daughter  of  Malcolm  king  of 
Scotland^  to  whom  he  had  long  been  greatly  attached ;  little ' 
regarding  the  marriage  portion,  provided  he  could  possess 
her  whom  he  so  ardently  desired.    For  thuiigh  she  was  of 
noble  descent,  being  grand-niece  of  king  Edward,  by  hi.-i 
brother  j^dmund,  yet  she  possessed  but  little  fortune,  being 
an  orphan,  destitute  of  either  parent;  of  whom  there  will 
be  more  ample  matter  of  rehUfon  hereafter. 

In  the  meantime,  Bobcrt,  arriving  in  Normandy,  recovered 
liis  earldom  without  any  opposition?  on  hearing  whicli,  al- 
most all  the  nobility  of  this  country  violated  the  fealty  wliich^ 
they  luid  sworn  to  the  king:  some  without  any  eanse ;  some 
ffigning  slight  pretences,  hcieanso  he  would  not  ri'utlily  givt^ 
them  such  lands  as  they  coveted,  llobert  Fitz-iiaymon,  and 
liichard  de  Hi  vers,  and  Jioger  Bigod,  and  Hubert  earl  of 

•  Tliia  has  been  taken  to  mean  the  aholition  of  the  Curfew,  hy  wliu'li  it 
IS  Siiitl,  all  tireft  were  ordeml  to  be  extinguished  at  ci^'ht  <jVl(>ck;  hut  it 
may  he  doubtetJ,  whether  it  does  not  rather  refer  to  some  rei^ulutioii  of  the 
court  merely.  +  Those  called  tlie  Confvsior's. 

X  MatilJii  having  taken  the  veil,  though  only  for  a  })urpose,  Bcruplcs  j 
were  raiacd  as  to  the  propriety  of  her  entering  the  marriage  htatc  ;  a  hynod 
wiut  therefore  callcit  at  I^mnbcUi  by  archbiahop  Atwclniy  and  It  wiui  there 
determined  that  Matilda^  not  having  voluntarily  become  a  nun,  mij^ht 
many  according  to  the  law  of  God.  See  Edmcr,  pp.  56, 57«-^IiAiu>Y. 
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MeUenti  with  his  brother  Henry,  idone  declared  on  the  side 
of  justice.   But  all  the  others  either  secretly  sent  for  Ro* 

^iiert  to  make  him  king,  or  openly  branded  their  lord  with 
sarcoauis;  calling  him,  Godric,*  and  his  consort^  Goddiva, 
Henry  heard  these  taunts,  aiul,  with  a  terrific  grin,  deferriij;^ 
hi^  ungcr,  he  re[iressed  the  coiiteuiptuoua  expressions  ciist  on 
him  by  the  nuulnesa  of  fooL%  by  a  studied  silence ;  for  he 
was  a  calm  dissembler  of  his  enmities,  but,  in  due  season, 
avenged  them  with  fierceness*  This  tempest  of  the  times 
was  increased  by  the  subtlety  of  Ranulf.    For,  concerting 

.  with  his  butler,  he  procured  a  rope  to  be  sent  him.  The 
deceit hLrviint,  who  was  water-bearer,  carried  liiiu  a  very' 
long  one  in  a  cask ;  by  which  he  descended  from  the  wall  ui' 
the  tower,  but  whether  he  hurt  his  anas,  or  grazed  the 
skin  oiT  his  hands,  is  a  matter  of  no  importance.!  Escaping 
thence  to  Normandy,  he  stimulated  the  earl,  already  indig- 
nant and  ripe  for  war,  to  come  to  England  without  a  mo- 
ment's delay. 

In  the  second  year,  then,  of  Henry's  reign,  in  the  montli 
of  August,  arriving  at  Portsmouth,  he  landed,  divided  and 
posted  his  forces  over  the  whole  district.  Nor  did  the  king 
give  way  to  indolence,  but  collected  an  innumerable  army 
over  against  him,  to  assert  his  dignity,  should  it  be  neces- 
sary. For,  though  the  nobility  deserted  1dm,  yet  was  his 
party  strong;  being  es})0used  by  archbishop  Anselm,  with 
his  brother  bishops,  and  all  the  English.  In  consequence, 
grateful  to  the  inhabitants  for  their  lidelity,  und  anxious  fur 
ilicir  t-iifety,  he  fre(}nently  went  through  the  ranks,  instruct- 
ing them  how  to  elude  the  ferocity  of  the  cavahy  by  op- 
|)osing  their  shields,  and  how  to  return  their  strokes,  lij 
this  he  made  them  voluntarily  demand  tlic  light,  perfectly 
fearless  of  the  Normans,  lilen,  however,  of  sounder  coun- 
sel interfering,  who  observed,  that  the  laws  of  natural  affec- 
tion must  be  violated  should  brothers  meet  in  battle,  they 
shaped  their  uiliub  to  i>eace;  reflecting,  tliut,  if  one  I'ell,  the 
other  would  be  the  weaker,  as  there  was  no  surviving  bro- 
ther*   Besides,  a  promise  of  tluree  thousand  marks  deceived 

•  TIrik;  ajipellations  Heom  intended  an  sneers  at  the  rep;ul:ir  life  of 
Henry  and  his  queen.    G(Klric  implicM  God's  kingdoni  or  government. 

i*  For  the  |)ajUeuiar:»  of  the  biahup'a  escape,  see  Ordcriciu  Vitalif 
p.  I S7. 
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Hie  easy  credulity  of  the  earl;  w)io  imagined  that|.  wbea  he 
had  disbanded  hia  army,  he  might  gratify  his  inclinations 
with  such  an  immense  sum  of  money:  which,  the  very 
next  year,  he  cheerfully  surrendered  tu  tlio  queeu  25  ^>leu:iure, 
because  she  desired  it. 

The  following  year  Robert  de  Belesme,  eldest  son  of 
Roger  de  Montgomery^  rebelled,  fortifying  the  castles  of 
Bridgenorth.  and  Arundel  against  the  king ;  carrjring  thither 
corn  from  all  the  district  round  Shrewsbury,  and  every  ne* 
ccijsary  which  war  requires.  The  castle  of  Shrewsbury,  too, 
joined  the  rebellion,  the  Welah  being  inclined  tu  evil  on 
every  occasion.  In  consequence,  the  king,  firm  in  mind 
and  bearing  down  every  adverse  eireunistauce  by  valour,  . 
collecting  an  army,  laid  siege  to  Bridgenortli,  from  whence 
liob«rt  had  already  retired  to  Arundel ;  presuming  from  the . 
plenty  of  provision  and  the  courage  of  the  soldiers,  that  the 
place  was  abundantly  secure.  But,  after  a  few  days,  the 
townsmen,  impelled  by  remorse  of  conscience  and  by  the 
bravery  of  the  king'ii  army,  surrendered :  on  leimiing  wliieli, 
Ai'undel  repressed  its  insolence ;  putting  itself  under  the 
king's  protection,  with  this  i*eaiarkable  condition ;  that  its 
lord,  without  personal  injury,  should  be  sn tiered  to  retire 
to  Normandy.  Horeoyer,  the  people  of  Shrewsbury  sent 
the  keys  of  the  castle  to  the  king  by  Ralph,  at  tliat  time 
nbbat  of  Sees,  and  afterwards  archbishop  of  Canterbury,  as 
tokens  of  present  submission,  and  pknlges  of  their  future 
obedience.  Tluis,  this  fire  of  dissension  whieh  was  ex- 
pected to  become  excessive,  wasted  to  ashes  in  the  course 
of  very  few  days;  and  the  avidity  of  the  revolters,  per- 
petually panting  after  innovation,  was  repressed,  fiobert, 
ivith  his  brothers,  Ernulph,  who  had  obtained  the  surname 
of  his  father,  and  Roger  the  Poitevin,  so  called  because  he 
bad  married  his  wife  from  that  country,  abjured  Kngland  for 
ever;  but  the  strietness  of  this  oatir  was  qnalitied  with  a 
proviso^  unless  he  should  satisfy  the  king  on  some  future 
occasion,  by  his  obedient  conduct." 

The.  torch  of  war  now  lighted  up  in  Normandy,  receiving 
fresh  fuel  by  the  arrival  of  the  traitors,  blazed  forth  and 
seized  every  thing  witliin  its  reach.  Normandy,  indeed, 
though  not  very  wide  in  its  extent,  is  a  conv(»nient  and 
patient  fosterer  of  the  abandoned.    Wherefore^  for  u  long 
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time,  she  well  endures  intestine  broils  ;  and  on  the  restora- 
tion ol'  peace,  rises  soon  to  a  state  more  fruitful  than  before  ; 
at  her  pleasure  ejecting'  her  disturbers,  when  detected  by  tiie 
province,  by  an  easy  egress  into  France.    Whereas  England 
does  not  long  endure  the  turbulent  $  but -when  OQce  received 
to  her  bosoin,  either  aurreiiders,  or  puts  them  to  deiath  s 
neither,  when  laid  waste  by  tumult,  does  she  again  soon  rear . 
her  recovering  head.    Bcle.-^nie,  then,  arrivin*]^  in  Norniiiiuly, 
had,  both  at  that  time  and  afterwards,  arcuiuplices  in  his 
malignity,  and  lest  this  bhoukl  seem  too  little,  inciters  also. 
Amon<;  others  was  William  earl  of  Morcton,  the  sou  of  Robert, 
the  king's  uncle*    He,  from  a  boy,  had  been  envious  of 
Henry's  fame,  and  had,  more  especially,  on  the  arrival  of  the 
Norman,  manifested  his  evil  disposition.    For  not  content 
with  the  two  cuildoms,  of  Murctuu  iii  Normally,  and  Corn- 
wall ill  Knji^hind,  he  deniaiid(?d  from  the  k\i\*i;  the  earlduin 
of  Kent,  which  Odo  his  uncle  had  held  ;  so  troublesome  and 
presumptuous  was  he,  that,  with  shameless  arrogam^c,  he 
vowed,  that  he  would  not  put  on  his  cloak  till  he  could  pro- 
cure the  inheritance. derived  to  him  fi*om  his  uncle ;  for  such 
was  his  expression.    But  even  then  the  king,  with  his 
chunicteri^tie  circumspection,  beguiled  him  by  the  subtlety 
of  an  ambiguous  answer.     The  tumult,  however,  being 
allayed  and  tranquillity  restored,  he  not  only  refused  uj^seut 
to  his  demand,  but  persisted  in  recovering  what  he  unjustly 
retained  ;  thougli  he  did  it  with  moderation,  and  the  sanction 
of  law,  that  none  of  his  actions  might  appear  illegal,  or  coq- 
.  trary  to  equity.    William,  ousted  by  the  sentence  of  the  law, 
retired,  indignant  and  furious  into  Normandy.    Here,  in 
addition  to  his  fruitless  at  tucks  upon  the  royal  castles,  he 
assailed  Richard  earl  of  Chester,  the  son  of  Hugh  ;  Invading, 
plundering,  and  destroying  some  places  which  formed  part  of 
his  possessions  :  the  earl  himself  being  at  that  time  a  niinor, 
and  under  the  protection  and  guardianship  of  the  king* 

Thctse  two  persons,  then,  tlie  leaders  of  faction  and  fo- 
ment ers  of  rebellion,  in  conjunction  with  others  whom  I  am 
a.-3hanied  to  partieuhirize,  liarasseil  the  country,  far  and  wide, 
with  their  devastations.  Conipluints  fioni  the  snftrrini,'  in- 
habitants on  the  subject  of  their  injuries,  though  frequent, 
were  lavished  upon  the  earl  in  vain*  He  was  moved  by 
them,  it  is  true ;  but  fearing  on  bis  own  account,  lest  tlicy 
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should  disturb  Us  ease  if  offended,  he  diasembled  his  feelings. 
King  Henry,  however,  felt  deeply  for  his  brother's  infiuuy, 
carried  to  the  higlicst  pitch  by  the  sufferings  of  the  country : 
aware,  that  it  wa3  the  extreme,  of  cruelty,  and  far  from  a 
good  king's  duty,  to  suffer  abandoned  men  to  riot  on  the 
property  of  tlie  poor.    In  consequenee,  he  once  admonished 
his  brother,  whom  he  hud  sent  for  into  England,  with  fair 
words ;  but  afterwards,  arriving-  in  Normandy,  he  severely 
reminded  him,  more  than  once,  by  arms,  to  act  the  prince 
rather  than  the  monk.   Pie  also  despoiled  William,  the  insti- 
gator of  these  truubl^^s,  of  every  tiling  he  had  in  Eugluud  ; 
razing  Ids  castles  to  tlie  ground.    But  when  he  could,  even 
thus,  make  no  progress  towards  peace,-  the  royal  migesty 
long  anxiously  employed  its  tlioughts,  whether,  regardless  of 
fraternal  affection,  it  should  rescue  the  country  (roui  danger, 
or  through  blind  regard,  suffer  it  to  continue  in  jeopardy. 
And  indeed  the  common  weal,  and-  sense  of  right,  would 
Lave  yielded  to  motives  of  private  ailection,  IkuI  not  pope 
Paschal,  as  thuy  say,*  urged  him,  wheu  hesitating,  to  the 
business  by  his  letters  :  averring,  with  his  powerful  elo- 
quence^ that  it  would  not  be  a  civil  war,  but  a  signal  benelit 
to  a  noble  country.   In  consequence,  passing  over,t  he,  in  a  * 
short  time,  took,  or  more  properly  speaking,  received,  the 
whole  of  Normandy  ;  all  Hocking  to  his  dominion,  that  lie 
might  provide,  by  liis  transcendent  power,  for  the  good  of 
the  exhausted  province.    Yet  he  achieved  not  this  signal 
conquest  without  bloodshed ;  but  lost  numy  of  his  dearest 
associates.    Among  these  was  Roger  of  Gloucester,  a  tried, 
soldier,  who  was  struck  on  the  hi^ad  by  a  bolt  from  a  crossr 
bow,  at  the  siege  of  Falaise  ;  and  Robert  Fitz-llaymon,  who 
receiving  a  blow  on  the  temple,  with  a  lance,  and  losing  liis 
faculties,  survived  a  cousiderubic  time,  almost  in  a  state  of 

•  "  Tlicrc  19  no  vestige  of  this  exhortation  in  any  letter  of  pope  Paschal 
to  king  iienry  now  known.  Intleed  PuaclKil,  writing  to  archbishop  An- 
selm,  enjdiuiiiiim  to  effect  a  rLconciliiition  between  the  king  and  Ilia  brutiicf* 
See  Anselmi  Opera,  edit.  nov.  p.  38*2,  col.  2." — Haudy. 

+  Orderic.  Vital,  [p.  815.]  relates  a  circumstance  hij^hly  indiciitive  of 
the  troubled  state  of  Normandy.  Henry,  on  hia  arrival,  waa  inimediately 
welcomed  by  Scrlobiiihop  of  Seea  ;  who,  uu  conducting  him  into  the  church, 
pointed  out  tlie  area  nearly  filled  mih  boxes  and  packaged  Lrought  tliitlier 
for  wcurity  from  pluaderers,  by  the  inhabitaots. 
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idiotcy.*  They  relate,  that  he  was  thus  deseiredly  punished, 
because,  for  the  sake  of  liberating  him,  king  Henry  had  con* 
8umcd  the  city  of  Bayeux,  together  with  the  principal  church, 
witli  lire.  Still,  huwc^ver,  us  wc  hope,  they  both  utoned  for 
it.  For  the  kin«^  uiunificently  repaired  the  damage  of  tliat 
church  :  and  it  is  not  easy  to  relate,  how  mucli  Robert  en- 
nobled, by  Ills  favour,  the  monastery  of  Tewkesbury  ;  where 
the  splendour  of  the  edifice,  and  the  kindness  of  the  monka^ 
attract  the  eyes,  and  captivate  tlie  minds  of  the  visitors. 
Fortune,  however,  to  make  up  for  the  loss  of  these  persons, 
put  a  linishing  hand  to  the  war,  when  at  its  height,  and  with 
little  labour,  gave  his  brother,  when  opposing  him  with  no 
despicable  force,  together  with  William  earl  of  Moreton,  and 
Robert  de  Belcsmc,  into  his  power.  This  battle  was  fought 
at  Tenersebrey,  a  castle  of  the  earl  of  Moreton's,  on  Saturday 
the  Vigil  of  St.  Michael.  It  was  the  same  day,  on  Wliich, 
about  forty  years  before,  William  had  first  landed  at  Hastings : 
doubtless  by  the  wise  dispensation  of  God,  that  Normandy 
/should  be  subjected  to  England  on  the  same  day  that  the 
Norman  power  had  formerly  arrived  to  subjugate  that  king- 
dom. Here  was  taken  the  carl  of  Moreton,  who  came  thither 
to  fulfil  his  promise  of  strenuous  assistance  to  the  townsmen, 
as  well  as  in  the  hope  of  avenging  his  injuries.  But,  made 
captive,  as  I  have  related,  he  passed  the  residue  of  his  life  in 
the  gloom  of  a  prison  ;  meriting  some  credit  from  the  viva- 
city of  his  mind,  and  the  activity  of  his  youth,  but  deserving 
un  unhapp)^  end,  from  liis  perfidy.  Then,  too,  Belesmef 
escaped  death  by  flight  at  the  lirst  onset ;  but  when,  after* 
wards,  he  had  irritated  the  king  by  secret  faction,  he  also 
was  taken  ;  and  being  involved  in  the  same  jeopardy  with 
'  the  others,  he  was  confined  in  prison  as  long  as  he  lived.  He 
was  a  man  intolerable  from  the  barbarity  of  his  manners,  and 
inexorable  to  the  faults  of  otliers  ;  remarkable  besides  for 
cruelty  ;  and,  among  other  instances,  on  account  of  some 
trifling  fault  of  its  lather,  he  blinded  his  godchild,  who  was 

*  Ills  daughter  l^luliil  became  the  wife  of  Robert  earl  of  Gloucester,  to 
whom  Mulinesfiurv  dedicated  this  work, 
t  Robert  de  Belesme  was  seized  by  order  of  Icing  Henry  in  1112,  having 

come  to  liim  in  Normimdy  as  mnbrissndor  from  the  king  of  France  to  treat 
«>f  peace.  Robert  was  in  the  fuiluwing  year  sent  over  to  Knglaad^  and  con- 
fined iu  Warcham  Castle  until  his  death. — Hardy,  •  ' 
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hi3  hostage,  tearing  out  the  little  wretcVa  eyc3  with  his 
accursed  nails  :  full  of  cunning  and  dissimulation,  he  used  to 
deceive  the  credulous  by  the  serenity  of  his  countenance  and 
the  affability  of  his  speech  ;  though  the  same  mcaoa  terrified 
those  who  were  acquainted  with  his  malignity  ;  as  lliere  was 
no  greater  proof  of  impending  mischief^  than  his  pretended 
mildness  of  address. 

The  king,  thus  splendidly  successful,  returned  triumphant 
to  his  kingdom,  having  established  such  peace  in  Normandy 
as  it  had  never  known  before  ;  and  such  as  even  his  father 
himself  with  all  his  mighty  pomp  of  words  and  actions,  had 
never  been  able  to  accomplish.  Rivalling  iiia  father  also,  in 
other  respects,  he  restrained,  by  edict/  the  exactions  of  the 
courtiers,  thefts,  rapine,  and  the  violation  of  women  ;  com« 
manding  the  delinquents  to  be  deprived  of  sight,  as  well  as 
of  their  manhood.  lie  also  displayed  singular  diligence 
against  the  mintmasters,  commonly  called  moiieyers  ;  suller- 
ing  no  counterfeiter,  who  had  been  convicted  of  deluding  the 
ignorant  by  the  practice  of  his  roguery,  to  escape,  without 
losing  his  band. 

Adopting  the  custom  of  his  brother,  he  soothed  the  Scot* 
tish  kings  by  his  affability.    For  William  made  Duncan,  the 
illegitimate  son  of  Malcolm,  a  knight ;  and,  on  the  death  of  ^ 
father,  appointed  him  king  of  Scotland.    When  Duncan 
was  taken  off  by  the  wickedness  of  his  uncle  Donald,  he 
promoted  Edgar  to  the  kingdom ;  the  abovementioncd  Donald 
being  despatched  by  the  contrivance  of  David,  the  youngest 
brother,  and  the  power  of  William.    Edgar  yielding  to  late, 
Henry  made  affinity  with  Alexander,  his  successor,  giving 
him  iiis  illegitimate  daugliter  in  marriage,  by  whom  he  had 
no  issue  that  I  know  of ;  and  when  she  died,  he  did  not  much 
lament  her  loss :  for  there  was,  as  Ihey  affirm,  some  defect 
about  the  lady,  either  in  correctness  of  manners,  or  elegance 
of  person.    Alexander  resting  with  his  ancestors,  David  the 
youngest  of  Malcolm's  sons,  whom  the  king  had  made  a  knight 
and  honoured  "svith  the  marriage  of  a  woman  of  quality, 
ascended  the  throne  of  Scotland.    A  youth  more  courtly  than 
the  rest,  and  who^  polished,  from  a  hoy,  by  intercourse  and 

« 

•  •*ThclawBof  Henry  T,  have  lately  been  reprinted  in  the  'Ancient 
LawH  and  Inbtitutcs  of  Iln^laiid,'  under  thcubiu  cd)Luriilii|)  of  Mr.Thurpc.*' 
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familiarity  with  us,  had  rubbed  off  all  the  rust  of  Scottish  bar- 
barism. Fiiialljy  when  be  obtained  tbe  kingdom,  be  released 
from  the  payment  or  taxes,  for  three  years,  all  such  of  his  > 
oountrymen  as  would  pay  more  attention  to  their  dwellings^ 
dress  more  elegnntlj,  and  feed  more  nicely.  No  history  has 
^cver  recorded  three  kinfrs,  and  at  the  same  time  brothers, 
who  were  of  equal  H;uiftlty,  or  savoured  so  much  of  their 
mother's  piety  ;  for  independently  of  their  abstemiousness, 
their  extensive  charity,  and  their  frequency  in  prayer,  they 
so  completely  subdued  the  domestic  vice  of  kiugs^  that  no 
report,  even,  prevailed,  that  any  entered  their  bed  except 
their  legitimate  wives,  or  that  either  of  them  had  ever  been 
guihy  of  any  unlawful  intercourse,  Edmund  was  tlie  only 
degenerate  son  of  I^lar|j:arct,  wlio,  partaking  in  his  uncle 
Donald's  crime,  and  bargaining  for  half  his  kingdom,  had  been 
accessary  to  his  brother's  death.  But  being  taken,  and 
doomed  to  perpetual  imprisonment,  he  sincerely  repented ; 
aiud,  on  his  near  approach  to  death,  ordered  liimsdf  to  be 
buried  in  his  chains  :  confessing  that  he  suffered  deservedly 
for  the  crime  of  fratricide. 

The  Welsh,  j)erpetually  rebelling,  were  subjugated  by  tlie 
king  in  repeated  expeditions,  who,  relying  on  a  prudent  ex- 
pedient to  quell  their  tumults,  transported  tluther  all  the 
Flemings  then  resident  in  England.  For  that  country  con- 
tained such  numbers  of  these  people,  who,  in  the  time  of  his 
father,  had  come  over  from  national  relationship  to  his 
m(  ther,  that,  from  their  numbers,  they  appeared  burdensome 
to  tb(»  kiiigdouh  In  consequence  he  settled  them,  yviih  all 
their  property  and  connexions,  at  Ross,  a  Welsh  province,  as 
in  a  eomnion  rcccfptacle,  both  for  the  purpose  of  cleansing 
the  kingdom,  and  repressing  the  brutal  temerity  of  the 
enemy.  Still,  however,  he  did  not  neglect  leading  his  expe* 
ditions  thither,  as  circumstances  required  2  in  one  of  wliich, 
heini^  l)rivily  aimed  at  Avith  an  arrow  from  a  distance,  though 
by  whose  audacity  is  unknown,  he  opportunely  and  fortun- 
ately escaped,  by  the  interposition  of  his  firmly  mailed 
hauberk,  and  the  counsel  of  God  at  the  same  time  frustrating 
this  treachery*  But  neither  was  the  director  of  the  arrow 
discovered  at  that  time,  nor  could  be  ever  after  be  detected, 
althougli  the  king  immediately  declared,  that  it  was  not  let 
fly  by  a  Welshman,  but  by  a  subject ;  swearing  to  it,  by  the 
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death  of  our  Lord,  which  was  his  customary  oath  when 
mqyed^  either  by  excess  of  anger  or  the  importance  of  the 
ooeosion.  For  at  that  very  time  the  army  was  marehing 
Cftutioasly  and  alowly  upop  ita  own  ground,  not  in  an  ene- 
my's territory^  and  therefore  nothing  less  was  to  be  expected 
than  an  hostile  attack.  But»  nevertheless,  he  desisted  not 
from  his  purpose  through  fear  of  intestine  danger,  until  the 
Welsh  appeased  the  couunotion  of  the  royal  spirit,  by  giving 
the  sons  of  their  nobility  as  hostageS|  togeUier  with  some 
money,  and  mneh  of  their  substance. 

By  dint  of  gold,  too,  he  brought  the  inhabitants  of  Brittany 
to  his  views,  whom,  when  a  young  man,  he  had  had  as 
neifchbours  to  liis  castles  of  Dauiruat  and  INIount  St.  Mi- 
chad's;  for  these  are  a  race  of  people,  poor  at  home,  and 
seeking  abroad  to  support  a  toilsome  life  by  .  foreign  service. 
Begardless  of  right  and  of  affinity,  they  decline  not  even 
civil  war,  providled  they  are  paid  for  it ;  and,  in  proportion 
to  the  remuneration,  are  ready  to  enter  any  service  that  may 
be  offered.  Aware  of  tills  custom,  if,  at  any  time  he  hud 
need  of  stipendiary  troops,  he  used  to  lavish  nioiicy  ou  these 
liretons;  thereby  hiring  the  faith  of  a  faithless  nation. 

In  tlie  beginning  of  hi.s  reign  he  offended  llobert,  earl  of 
Flanders,  from  the  following  cause:  Baldwin  the  Klder,  the 
grand^tlier  of  this  llobert,  had  powerfully  assisted  Williami 
when  going  to  England,  by  .  the  wisdom  of  his  councils,  for 
which  he  was  famed,  and  by  a  supply  of  soldiers.  William 
had  frequently  made  splendid  returns  fur  this ;  giving,  every 
year,  as  they  report,  three  hundred  marks*  of  silver  to  liis 
fiiitlier-in-law,  on  account  of  his  fidelity  and  affinity.  This 
munificence  was  not  diminished  towards  his  son  Baldwin; 
though  it  was  dropped  through  the  evil  disposition  of  Robert 
BViso,  as  my  history  has  already  recorded.  Moreover  tliis 
Robert,  the  son  of  Friso,  easily  obtained  the  omitted  largest 
from  William  the  Second,  because  the  one  alleged  his  rela- 
tionship, and  the  otlier  possessed  a  boundless  spirit  in  s<[uan- 
dering  money.  ,But  llenry  giving  the  business  deeper 
consideration,  as  a  man  who  never  desired  to  obtain  money 

f  "  It  appears  from  two  charters,  printed  in  RymLT*8  Ficdcra,  vol.  i. 
pp.  fi,  7>  tliiit  Henry  agreed  to  pay  n  pension  of  fuur  imndrcd  uiarkM,  un- 
nuiiliy,  to  llobert,  carl  of  FlaudtiA^  for  Uie  service  of  one  thouaiind 


Digitized  by  Google 


AJklllt.]  PinUP^  KINO  OF  FBAiiCK,  437 

improperly,  nor  ever  wantonly  exliausted  it  when  apquircd, 
gave  the  following  reply  to  llobert^  oQ  his  return  from  Jera* 
mleoii  when  imperiously  making  a  demand^  as  it  were^  of 
three  hundred  marka  of  silver.   He  eaidi  ^  that  the  kings  of . 
England  were  not  accustomed  to  pay  tribute  to  the  Flemings ; 
and  that  he  would  not  tarnish  the  liberty  of  his  ancestors  by 
the  stiiin  of  his  cowardice;  therefore,  if  he  would  trust  to  his 
generosity,  he  would  willingly  give  him,  as  a  kinsman  and  us 
a  friend^  "whatever  circumstances  would  permit;  but  if  ho 
thought  proper  to  persist  in  his  demand,  he  should  refuse  it 
altogether.***  Confuted  by  this  reasoning,  he,  for  a  long  time, 
cherished  his  indignation  against  Henry;  but  getting  little 
or  nothing  hy  his  enmity,  he  beat  his  mind  to  miklcr  inea* 
sures;  Imvinir  discovered  that  the  kinfj^  ini*xht  be  wrouirht 
upon  by  iatroaty,  but  not  by  imperious  insolence^   But  now, 
the  change  of  times  had  given  his  .son,  Baldwin,  matter  of 
offence  against  Henry ;  for,  wishing  to  place  William,*  the 
son  of  Robert  the  Norman,  in  his  inheritance,  he  voluntarily 
busied  himself  in  the  uffuirs  of  others,  and  freqnently  made 
uncxf)eete(l  attacks  upou  tlie  king's  castles  in  Noinumdy. 
He  tlirealoncd  extreme  trouble  to  the  country,  liad  the  fate^ 
penaittcd ;  but  engaging  at  Arques  with  a  Irtrger  party  of 
poldiers  than  ho  had  apprehended,  ho  accelerated  his  death  5 
for  liis  helmet  being  battered  with  repeated  strokes,  he 
received  an  injury  in  his  brain.    They  relate,  that  his  dis« 
order  was  increased  from  having  that  day  eaten  garlic  with 
goose,  and  that  he  did  not  even  abstain  from  carnal  inter- 
course at  night.    line  let  posterity  eonteinplatc  a  noble 
specimen  of  royal  attc^ntiou;  for  the  king  sent  a  most  skilful 
physician  to  the  patient,  bewailing,  as  we  may  believe,  that 
person's  perishing  by  disease,  whom,  through  admiration  of 
his  valour,  he  had  rather  seen  survive.    Charles,  his  sue- 
ecssor,  never  annoyed  tlio  king;  and  first,  with  a  doubtful,- 
but  afterwards,  a  fonuul  treaty,  embraced  his  friendship. 

Philip,  king  of  France,  was  neither  friendly  nor  hostile  to 
our  king,  being  more  intent  on  gluttony  than  business; 
neither  were  his  dominions  situated  in  the  vicinity  of  Hen* 

ry*s  castles ;  for  the  few  wliicli  he  possessed  at  thtit  .time  in 

» 

•  WilHani,  Hiinr.imed  Clito  (the  Clito],  Hon  of  Robert,  duke  of  Nor. 
mundy,  uihI  Siliilla  do  CtjuviTMauo,  fciiccLnMli  d  to  tlic  eiyldom  of  i'  laaUcil 
upuri  the  dc-alh  oi  (Jiiiirlca  ic  iiua,  a.  u,  11-7." — Hakuy.* 
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Normandy  were  nearer  to  Brittany  than  France.  Besides, 
as  I  liave  said  before,  Philip  growing  in  years  was  oppressed  , 
by  lust ;  and,  allured  by  the  beauty  of  the  countess  ot'  Anjou, 
was  enslaved  to  illicit  passion  for  her.  In  conaequenco  of 
his  being  excommunicated  by  the  pope^  -no  divine  service 
could  be  celebrated  in  the  town  where  he  resided;  but  on 
his  departure  the  chiming  of  the  bclb  resounded  on  all  sides, 
at  which  he  expressed  his  stupid  folly  by  laughter,  '**i^yiiig> 
**  You  hear,  my  fair,  how  tliey  drive  us  away,***  lie  wai 
held  in  such  contempt  by  all  the  bl-^hops  of  his  kingdom, 
that  no  oucy  except  William,  f  archbishop  of  Houen^  would 
marry  them :  the  rashness  of  which  deed  he  atoned  for  by 
heing  many  years  interdicted,  and  was  with  difficulty,  at 
last,  restorod  to  apostolical  communion  by  archbishop  An- 
selm.  In  the  mean  while,  no  space  of  time  could  give  satiety 
to  Philip's  mad  excess,  except  that,  in  his  last  days,  being 
seized  ^Yitll  sickness,  he  took  the  monastic  habit  at  Flory.J 
She  acted  with  better  grace  and  better  success;  as  she 
sought  the  veil  of  a  nun  at  Fontevrault,  while  yet  possessed 
of  strength  and  health,  and  undiminished  beauty.  Soon 
after  she  bade  adieu  to  the  present  life :  God,  perhaps,  fore- 
sceing  that  the  frame  of  a  delicate  woman  could  not  endure 
tlie  austerities  of  a  moaastery. 

Lewis,  the  son  of  Philip,  was  very  changeable  ;  firmly 
attached  to  neither  party.  At  first,  extremely  indignant 
against  Robert,  he  instigated  IIein*y  to  seize  Normandy  ; 
scducted  by  what  iiad  been  plundered  from  the  English,  aud 
the  vast  wealth  of  the  king.  Not  indeed,  that  t lie  one 
olFcred  it,  but  the  other  invited  him  ;  exhorting  him,  of  his' 
own  accord,  not  to  suffer  the  nerves  of  that  once  most 
flourishing  couutry,  to  be  crippled  by  his  forbeamnce.  But 
an  enmity  afterwards  arose  between  them,  on  account  of 
Theobald,  earl  of  Blois,  son  of  Stephen  who  fell  at  iiamula ; 

*  lie  pro))ably  iotcoded  a  joke  on  tlic  custom  of  ringing  the  bclU  to 
•care  evil  spirits. 

•f*  "  Ordericus  Vitalis  attributes  this  act  to  Odo,  hi:>hop  of  Baycux ;  but 
Pope  Urban  IT.,  in  his  K[>ibtle  to  Uaynald,  archbiithop  of  liheims^  iihcribefi 
it  to  Un»io,  hlbhoj*  of  Seiilis.** — IIahuy. 

t  *  Although  king  Philip,  a  few  years  before  his  death,  entertained 
some  notioa  of  embracing  a  monastie  life,  as  is  seen  in  the  epistle  written 
to  him  by  Hugh,  abbat  of  Cluni|  yet  it  uppean  that  he  never  earned  hia 
demga  Into  efiect.'*--HAaDY, 
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Thcolmld  being  the  eon  of  Stcplien  hy  Adala,  daughter  of 
Williaun  the  Great.    For  a  considerable  time,  messengers  on 
the  pari  of  the  king  wasted  tlieir  labour,  entreating  tliai 
Lewis  would  oond^eiid  to  satisfy  Theobald.  But 
paying  little  r^ard  to  entreatiesy .  caused  Tlieobald  to  be 
cxeommunicated  by  the  pope,  as  :irrogant  and  a  rebel  to 
Gud  ;  who,  in  oddition  to  tlic  austerity  of  his  manners, 
which  seemed  intolerable  to  all,  was  represented  as  depriving 
hi:5  lord  ut'  liis  hereditary  po^^^cs.siur  s.    Their  quarrel  being 
tlius  of  long  oontinuance,  when,  each  swollen  with  pride, 
neither  %vould  vail  his  consequence  to  the  other,  Lewis  ! 
entered  Normandy,  proudly  devastating  every  thing  with  | 
overbearing  violence.    These  things  were  reported  to  the  \ 
kin«r,  who  shut  himself  up  in  Bouen  until  the  common  . 
soldiers  infested  his  ears,  by  saying,  "That  he  ought  to 
allow  T.cwis  to  be  driven  back  ;  a  man  who  foimerly  kept 
his  bed  through  corpulency,  but  was  now,  by  Henry's 
forbearance,  loading  the  very  lur  with  threats."    The  king, 
mindful  of  his  father^s  example,  rather  preferred  crusliiiig  .  ( 
the  folly  of  the  Frenchman  by  endurance,  than  repelling  it  ] 
by  force.    Moreover,  he  kindly  soothed  his  soldiers,  by  } 
addre<<ing  them  to  the  following  cflect,  "  That  they  ought 
not  to  wonder  if  he  avoided  lavishing  the  blood  of  those 
whom  he  had  prov$id  to  be  faithful  by  repeated  trials :  that 
it  would  be  impious,  in  achieving  power  to  himself,  to  glory 
iu  the  deaths  of  those  persons  who  had  devoted  their  lives  to 
voluntary  conflicts  for  his  safety ;  that  they  were  the  adopted 
of  his  kingdom,  the  foster-children  of  his  afTection  ;  where* 
fore  he  was  anxious  to  follow  the  example  of  a  good  king,  { 
and  hy  his  own  moderation  to  cheek  the  impetuoi^ity  of  those 
whom  he  saw  so  ready  to  die  for  him.'*    At  last,  wIrii  ho  . 
beheld  his  forbeaninee  wrongly  interpreted,  and  denominated 
cowardice,  insomuch  that  Lewis  burnt  and  plundered  within 
four  miles  of  Rouen ;  he  called  up  the  powers  of  his  soul 
with  greater  effort,  and,  arraying  his  troops,  gloriously 
conquered  :  compensating  his  past  forbearance  by  a  san- 
guinary victory.    But,  however,  soon  afterwards,  peace  wa? 
concluded,  "Because  there  is  a  change  in  all  things,  and 
money,  which  is  capable  of  persuading  what  it  lit^ts, 
extenuates  every  injury."    In  consequence  William,  the  son 
of  our  king,  did  homage  to  the  king  of  Franceibr  Kormandy,  - 
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holding  that  proTince^  in  future,  bj  legal  right  from  him. 
This  was.  the  period  when  the  aame  youth  manied  the 
'  daughter  of  Fiilco^  earl  of  Anjou,  and  obtained,  by  the 

careful  management  of  his  father,  that,  through  the 
mediation  of  money  and  of  affinity,  no  tmnulta  should 
affect  the  son. 

At  this  time,  pope  Calixtus/  of  whom  I  ahaU  relate  much 
hereafter,  approached  the  confines  of  Normandy,  where  the 
king  of  England,  entering  into  conference  with  him,  com* 
polled  the  Romans  to  admire  and  proclaim  the  ingenuity  of 
the  Normans.  For  he  had  come,  as  was  reported,  ill-disposed 
towards  Henry  ;  intending  severely  to  expostulate  with  him, 
for  keeping  liis  brother,  tlie  pilgrim  of  the  Holy  Sepulchre, 
in  conlinement.  But  being  pressed  by  the  kmg's  answer, 
which  was  specious,  and  by  his  plausible  arguments,  he  had 
little  to  reply.  For  even  common  topics  may  avail,  through 
eloquence  of  speech;  and,  more  especially,  that  oratory^ 
cannot  be  despised,  which  is  seasoned  with  valuable  presents. 
And  that  nothing  might  be  wanting  to  the  aggregate  of 
glory,  he  provided  some  youths  of  noble  family,  the  sons 
of  the  earl  of  Mellent,  to  dispute  with  the  cardinals  in  logic. 
To  whose  inextricable  sophisms,  when,  from  the  liveliness  of 
their  aiguments,  they  could  make  no  resistance,  the  cardinab 
were  not  ashamed  to  confess,  that  the  Western  climes 
flourished  with  greater  literaiy  eminence,  than  they  had  ever 
heard  of,  or  imagined,  while  yet  in  tlieir  own  country. 
Wherefore,  the  issue  of  this  conference,  was,  that  the  pope 
declared,  that  nothing  could  be  more  just  tlian  the  king  of 
lilngland's  cause ;  nothing  more  conspicuous  than  his  pru- 
dence, or  more  copious  than  his  eloquence. 

.  The  father,  of  these  youtlis  was  llobert,  earl  of  Mellent,  as  . 
I  observed,  the  son  of  Roger  de  Beaumont,  who  built  the 
monastery  of  Preaux  in  Normandy ;  a  man  of  primitive 
flimpL.ity  and  sincerity,  who,  being  frequently  invited  by 
William  the  First,  to  come  to  England,  and  receive,  as  u 
recompence,  whatever  possessions  he  chose,  always  declined  ; 
saying,  that  he  wished  to  cultivate  the  inheritance  of  his 
forefathers,  rather  than  covet  or  invade  foreign  possessions 
which  did  not  belong  to  lum. '  He  had  two  sons,  Robert,  of 

•  "Pope  Calixtus  met  kinj^  Ilcnry  at  Gmora  on  Im  return  fiom  tho 
council  at  llhcims,  held  in.  UctubcT  1 119." — llAUbV. 
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whom  we  arc  speaking,  and  Henry.  Ileniy  carl  of  Warwick, 
a  man  of  sweet  and  placid  disposition,  passed  and  ended  hia 
dayii  in  occupations  congenial  to  bU  liabiU.  The  other, 
more  alirewd,  and  of  a  subtler  character,  in  addition  to  his 

t internal  inheritance  in  Normandy  and  large  estates  in 
Snglandi  purchased  firom  the  king  of  France  a  eastle  called 
Mellent,  wliich  Hugh  tlie  son  of  Gualeraun,  his  mother's 
brother,  had  held.  Conducted  gradually  by  budding  hope 
towards  fame  in  the  time  of  the  former  kin^i^s,  he  attained  to 
its  full  bloom  in  llcnry*s  days  ;  hnd  his  advice  was  regarded 
as  though  the  oracle  of  God  had  been  consulted  :  indeed  he 
was  deservedly  esteemed  to  have  obtained  it,  as  he  was  of 
ripe  age  to  counsel ;  the  persuader  of  peace,  the  dissuader  of 
strife,  and  capable  of  very  s])cedily  bringing  about  whatever 
he  desired,  from  the  powers  of  his  eloquence.  He  possessed 
such  mighty  influence  in  England,  us  to  change  by  his  single 
example  the  long  established  modes  of  dress  and  of  diet, 
luualiy,  the  custom  of  one  meal  a  day,  is  observed  ^  in  the 
palaces  of  all  the  nobility  through  his  means ;  which  he^ 
adopting  from  Alexius,  emperor  of  Constantinople^  on  the 
score  of  his  health,  spread,  as  I  have  observed,  among  the 
rest  by  his  authority,  lie  is  blamed,  as  having  done,  and  taught 
others  to  do  this,  more  through  want  of  liberality,  than  any 
fear  of  surfeit,  or  indigestion  ;  but  undeservedly  :  since  no 
one,  it  is  said,  was  more  lavish  in  entertainments  to  others, 
or  more  moderate  in  himself.  In  law,  he  was  the  supporter 
of  justice ;  iu  war,  the  insurer  of  victory :  urging  his  lord 
the  king  to  enforce  the  rigour  of  the  statutes ;  himself  not 
only  following  the  existini^,  but  proposing  new  ones :  free 
himself  from  treachery  towards  the  king,  he  was  the  avenger 
of  it  in  others,  f 

Besides  this  personage  king  Ilenry  had  among  Ids  counsel- 
lors, Koger^  bishop  of  Salisbury^  on  whose  advice  he  prin- 

•  This  practice  is  referred  to  by  Henry  lluiitingtlon,  when  apeaVing  of 
Ilardecanute,  who  had  four  repasts  Bcrved  up  every  day,  "  when  in  our 
tiuies,  through  avarice,  or  as  they  prctimtl  through  liiaguat,  the  great  set  but 
ouc  meal  a  day  bclure  their  dependenla." — 11.  JIunt.  hb.  vi.  p.  209. 

f  "  Ht  nrv  of  Huntingdon,  iu  hin  epistle  to  WuUlt  (Anglia  Saera,  para 
ii.,p.  COj)  gives  a  flattering  tliaracter  of  llobcrt.  Ordericua  Vitolis  places 
lili  death  on  the  fint  June,  a.  d»  1 1 1 8.^—  IIaroy. 

X  Uoger  had  a  church  in  tho  nct^hbonrhood  of  Gaen*  at  the  time  that 
llc'tuy  was  serving  tuidcr  hli  brother  WiUiam*  Paasiii^  thai  way,  be 
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cipally  relied.  For,  before  Iiia  accession,  he  bad  made  him 
regulator  of  his  household,  and  on  becomipg  king,  having 
had  proof  of  his  abilities,  appointed  him  firat  jehancellor  and 
then  a  bisliop.  The  able  discharge  of  his  cpisieopal  functions 
led  to  a  hope  that  he  might  be  deserving  of  a  higher  office. 
He  therefore  committed  to  his  care  the  administration  of  the 
whole  kingdom,  whether  he  might  be  himself  resident  in 
England  or  absent  in  Normandy.  The  bishop  rcfu.sed  tu 
embroil  Idmself  in  cares  of  such  magnitude,  until  the  three 
archbishops  of  Canterbury,  Ansehn,  Ralph,  William,  and 
histljr  the  pope,  ei^oined  him  the  duty  of  obeilience.  lienry 
was  extremely  eager  to  effect  this,  aware  that  Roger  would 
fiiitlifully  perform  every  thing  for  Iiis  advahTaglF.^  Nor  did 
he  deceive  the  royal  expectation ;  but  conducted  himself  with 
80  much  integrity  and  diligence,  that  not  a  spark  of  envy 
was  kindled  against  him.  ^loreover,  the  king  was  freciuently 
detained  in  Normandy,  Bometiniea  for  three,  sometime:^  four  * 
years,  and  sometimes  for  a  longer  period  i  and  on  his  return 
to  his  kingdom,  he  gave  credit  to  tlie  chancellor's  discretion 
for  finding  little  or  nothing  to  distress  him.  Amid  all  tliosc 
aflairs,  he  did  not  neglect  his  ecclesiastical  duties^  but  daily 
diligently  transacted  them  in  the  morning,  that  he  might  be 
more  ready  and  undisturbed  for  otiier  business.  lie  was  u 
prelate  of  a  great  mind,  and  spared  no  expense  towards  com- 
pleting his  designs,  especially  in  buildings,  which  may  be 
seen  in  other  places,  but  more  particularly  at  Salisbury  and 
at  i^IiUmesbury.  For  there  ho  erected  extensive  edifices  at 
vast  cost,  and  with  surpassing  beauty ;  the  courses  of  stone 
being  so  correctly  laid  that  the  joint  deceives  the  eye,  and 
leads  it  to  imagine  tliat  tlie  wliole  wall  is  composed  of  a 
Hinj^le  block.  lie  built  anew  the  cluireli  of  Salisbury,  and 
beautified  it  in  such  a  manner  that  it  yields  to  none  in  Eng- 
land, but  surpasses  many,  so  that  he  had  just  cause  to  say, 
Lord,  I  have  loved  die  glory  of  thy  house/' 

entered  in,  and  requested  the  priest  to  say  mass.  Tlo^^er  >)c  <;un  immedi* 
ateiy,  and  got  throiuh  hin  task  so  quickly  that  the  prince  s  attoiidaiits 
ununimously  Uccl.ircd,  "  no  man  .so  tit  lor  cbajduiT!  to  men  ol*  tlit'ir  jjrofcs- 
BioiK*'  And  when  the  royal  youtli  suid,  Follow  me,"  he  adlaicd  iis 
cluscly  to  him,  a^i  Peter  did  to  his  heavenly  Lord  uttering  a  similar  com- 
mand ;  for  Peter,  lcavin{$  his  veiiseV  followed  the  Kiii^  of  kin^^H ;  he,  leav- 
ini;  his  church,  followed  the  prince,  and  appointed  chaplnin  to  himself  and 
Im  truopsy  liccaino  ^  a  blind  guide  Ui  the  bUud.^   Vide  G.  Neuljrii;>  U  0* 
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Murcard,  king  of  Ireland,  and  Ins  successors,  whose  names 
bave  not  reuclicd  our  notice,  were  ao  devotedly  attached  to 
our  Henry  that  they  Avroto  no  letters  but  what  tended  to 
soothe  httn,  and  did  nothing  but  what  he  cominaDded; 
although  it  may  bo  observed  that.  Murcard,  from  some  un- 
known cause^  acted,  for  a  short  time,  rather  superciliously 
tuwarJd  the  English ;  but  soon  after  on  the  suspension  of 
navigation  and  of  foreign  trade,  his  insolence  subsidi  tl. 
For  of  what  value  could  Ireland  be  if  deprived  of  the  mer- 
•  chandixo  of  England  ?   Fi*om  poverty,  or  rather  from  the 
ignorance  of  the  cultivators,  the  soil,  unproductive  of  every 
good,  engenders,  without  the  cities,  a  rustic,  filthy  swarm  of 
natives ;  but  tlie  English  and  Fi*ench  inhabit  the  cities  in  a 
greater  degree  of  civilization  througli  their  mercantile  traffic. 
Paul,  earl  of  Oi  kiicy,  though  subject  by  liereditary  right  to 
the  king  of  Norway,  was  so  anxious  to  obtain  the  king's 
friendship,  that  he  was  2>erpetually  sending  him  presents; 
for  he  yynii  extremely  fond  of  tiio  wonders  of  distant  coun* 
tries,  begging  with  great,  delight,  as  I  have  observed,  from 
foreign  kings,  Hons,  leopards,  lynxes,  or  camels, — animals 
which  Kiigland  does  not  produce.    He  had  a  park  called 
Wood.stock,  in  which  he  used  to  foster  his  favourites  of 
tliis  kind.    He  had  placed  there  also  a  creature  called  a 
porcupine,  sent  to  him  by  William  of  ^Iontpelicr;  of  which 
animal,  l^iiny  the  Elder,  in  the  eighth  book  of  Ids  Natural 
History,  and  Isodorus,  on  Etymologies,  relate  that  there  is 
sueli  a  creature  in  Africa,  which  the  inhabitants  call  of  the 
urchin  kind,  covered  with  bristly  hairs,  which  it  naturally 
darts  against  the  dogs  when  purbuing  it:  moi'cover,  these  are, 
ai  I  have  seen,  more  than  a  span  long,  sharp  at  each  extremity,  . 
Uke  the  ([uills  of  a  goose  where  the  feather  ceases,  but 
rather  thicker,  and  speckled,  as  it  wcrc^  with  black  and 
white. 

What  more  particularly  distinguished  Henry  was  that 
though  frequently  and  long  tibsent  from  his  kingdom  on  ac- 
count of  the  commotions  in  Normandy,  yet  he  so  re^traineil 
^  the  rebellious,  by  tlie  terror  of  his  name,  that  peace  remained 
undisturbed  in  England.  In  consequence,  foreigners  will- 
ingly resorted  thither,  as  to  the  oidy  haven  of  secure  tran* 
quilHty,  Finally,  Siward  king  of  Norway,  in  his  early  years 
c6mx)ui*(ible  to  the  bravest  heroes,  having  entered  on  a  voyage 
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to  Jerusalem,  and  asking  the  king's  permission,  wintered  ia 
England*  After  expending- vast  Bums  upon  the  churches,  aa 
soon  as  tho  western  breeze  opened  the  gatea  of  spring  to 
soothe  the  ocean,  he  regained  his  vesselsi  aivd  proceeding  to 
sea,  terrified  the  Baleiaric  Xsles,  which  are  called  Alajurca 
and  Minorca,  by  his  arms,  leaving  them  an  easier  conquest 
to  the  before-mentioned  William  of  Moiitpelicr.  He  thence 
proceeded  to  Jerusalem  with  all  his  ships  in  safety  except 
.  one ;  she,  while  delaying  to  loose  her  cable  from  sliore,  was 
sucked  into  a  tremendous  whirlpool,  which  Faul^  the  histo- 
rian of  liombardy  describes  as  lying  between  the  coasts  of 
the  Seine  and  Aquitaine,  with  such  a  force  of  water  that  its 
.dashing  may  be  lieard  iit  thirty  niih*s'  distance.  Arriving  at  . 
Jerusalem  he,  for  the  advancement  of  the  Christian  cause,  • 
laid  siege  to,  battered,  and  subdued  the  maritime  cities 
of  Tyre  and  Sidon.  Changing  his  route,  and  entering  Con* 
stantinoplci  he  fixed  a  ship,  beaked  with  golden  dragons,  as 
a  trophy,  on  the  church  of  Sancta  Sophia.  His  men  dying 
in  numbers  in  tliis  city,  he  discovered  a  remedy  for  the  dis- 
order, by  making  the  survivors  drink  wine  mure  sparingly, 
and  diluted  with  water;  and  this  witli  singuhir  sa^^arity;  for  . 
pouring  wine  on  the  liver  of  a  hog,  and  liuding  that  it  pre- 
sently dissolved  by  the  acridity  of  the  liquor,  he  immediately 
conjectured  tlmt  the  same  efiecttook  place  in  men,  and  after- 
wards dissecting  a  dead  body,  he  had  ocular  j>roof  of  it 
Wherefore  the  emperor  contemplating  his  sagacity  and  cou- 
rage, which  promised  something  p^rcat,  was  inclined  to 
detain  him.  But  he  adroitly  deluded  the  expectation  in 
which  he  was  already  devouring  the  Nonvegian  gold  ;  for, 
obtaining  permission  to  go  to  a  neighbouring  city,  he  de- 
posited with  him  the  chests  of  his  treasures,  filled  with  lead 
and  sealed  up,  as  pledges  of  a  very  speedy  return ;  by  which 
contrivance  the  emperor  was  deceived,  and  the  other  returned 
.home  by  land. 

But  my  narrative  must  now  return  to  Henry,    He  >yas 

*  ^  Paulas  DinconuB,Rl80  called  AVinfrid,  was  secretary  to  BeBiderius,  Inat 
of  llie  native  princes  of  Lorobardy.  Paulas  wrote  his  lliatory  of  the  Ijom- 
bards,  in  six  books,  before  the  empire  by  Churlcmagne  was  founded."— 
Hai;dy*  Malmcsbury  seems  to  ini|tly  that  xV.q  vccsol  was  lost  in  t}ie  Medi- 
iermnean;  but  if  m,  he  misunderstood  Paulus  Diaconus,  who  is  speaking 
<if  tbe  race  of  Aldeniey*  Vitlo  I'aul.  Diuc.  lib.  U  €•  G|  ap«  Muratuii. 
Iter.  ItaU  Script.  I.  i. 
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tctive  in  providing  what  would  be  beneficial  to  his  empire  ;* 
firm  in  defending  it;  abstinent  from  war,  as  far  as  he  could 
with  honour  ;  but  wlicn  !ie  hud  determined  no  longer  to  for- 
bear, a  most  severe  requiter  of  injurieSi  dissipating  everj 
opposing  danger  by  the  energy  of  his  courage ;  constant  in 
enmity  or  in  afleotton  towards  all ;  giving  too  much  indulge  ■ 
enee  to  the  tide  of  anger  in  the  one,  gratifying  his  royal 
magnanimity  in  the  other;  depressing  his  enemies  indeed 
even  to  dci^pair,  niul  exalting  his  friends  and  dependants  to 
an  enviable  condition.  For  philosophy  propounds  this  to  be 
/tiie  iirst  or  greatest  concern  of  a  good  king, 

«  To  spare  the  6uppliant|  but  dcprest  the  proud/'f 

^Inflexible  in  the  administration  of  justicei  he  ruled  the 
.people  with  moderation;  the  nobility  with  condescension* 
Seeking  6fter  robbers  and  counterfeiters  with  the  greatest 
diligence^  and  punishing  them  when  discovered ;  neither  was 

he  by  any  means  negligent  in  matters  of  lesser  importance. 
When  he  heard  tliat  the  tradesmen  refused  broken  money,  | 
though  of  good  silver,  he  commanded  the  whole  of  it  to  be 
broken,  or  cut  in  pieces.  Tiie  measure  of  his  own  arm  was 
applied  to  correct  tlie  false  ell  of  the  traders,  and  enjoined  on 
ail  throughout  England.  He  made  a  regulation  for  the  fol- 
lowers of  his  court,  at  whichever  of  his  possessions  he  nught 
be  resident,  stating?  what  tliey  should  accept  without  pay- 
ment from  the  country-folks;  and  how  much,  and  at  what 
price,  they  should  purcliase ;  punishing  the  transgressors  by 
a  heavy  pecuniary  line,  or  loss  of  liic.  -In  the  beginning  of 

•  Of  Henry's  prudent  uccunimodatlon  to  the  timed,  a  curioua  anecdote 
isielutcd  by  Ordericiis  Vitalis,  p.  815,  When  Scrlo  bbhop  of  Sees  met 
him  on  his  arrival  in  Nonniiiidy,  bo  made  a  long  harangue  on  the  enoimitiet 
of  tho  timcfl,  one  of  which  was  the  busliynoss  of  men's  beards  which  tesem* 
1  bled  Saracens'  rather  than  Christinns'i  und  which  he  supposes  they  would 
not  clip  lest  the  stumps  bhouUl  prick  their  mistresses' faces ;  another  was 
tlieir  lohf;  locks.  Henry  immediately^  to  show  liis  submtffsiion  and  repent- 
ance, submits  hh  ^lushy  honours  to  the  bishop,  who,  taking  a  pair  of  sbean 
fruni  \m  trunk,  trims  hi:i  majcftiy  oad  MivenU  of  Uio  princijpiii  nobility  with 
his  own  hands. 

t  Vlrg.  yEu.  vi.  053.         •  .  .  . 

X  Whilst  endeavouring  to  distinguish  good  coin  from  counterfeits,  the 
silver  penny  .wjis  frc't|ucntly  broken,  and  then  refused,  Henry's  order, 
therefore,  that  all  shoukl  be  broken,  enabled  any  one  immediately  to  a^- 
ecrtuin  the  quidity,  nnd,  at  the  sitmc  time>  left  no  pretext  for  rcfuhing  it  on 
oecoant  of  its  being  broken  money,— Vide  Edmerum  Hist.  Kovor.  p.  94. 
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his  rei^^n,  that  ho  might  awe  the  delinquftnt?  by  the  terror  of  • 
example,  he  was  more  inclined  to  punish  by  deprivation  of 
limb;  afterwards  by  mulct*  Thus,  in  consequence  of  the 
rectitude  of  his  conduct,  as  is  ntitural  to  man,  he  was  yene- 
rated  by  the  nobilitjr,  and  beloved  bj  the  common  people. 
If  at  any  time  the  better  sort,  rej^ardless  of  their  plighted 
oath,  wandered  from  the  path  of  fidelity,  he  immediately  * 
recalled  them  to  the  straight  road  by  the  wisdom  of  hia 
plans,  and  his  unceasinf^  exertions;  bringing  back  the  re-^ 
fractocjr  to  soundness  of  mind  by  the  wounds  he  intlicted  on 
their  -bodies.  Nor  can  I  easily  describe  what  perpetual 
labour  he  employed  on  such  persons,  while  suflfering  nothing 
to  go  unpunished  which  the  delinquents  had  committed 
repugnant  to  Ids  dignity.  Normandy,  as  I  have  said  before, 
was  the  chief  source  of  his  wars,  in  which,  though  princi- 
pally resident,  yet  he  took  especial  care  for  Edj^IuthI;  none 
•  daring  to  rebel,  from  tlie  consideration  of  his  courage  and  of 
bis  prudence.  Nor,  indeed,  was  he  ever  singled  out  for  the 
attack  of  treachery,  by  reason  of  the  rebellion  of  any  of  his 
nobles,  through  means  of  his  attendants,  except  once;  the 
author  of  which  was  a  certain  chamberlain,  born  of  a  ple- 
beian father,  but  of  distinguished  consequence,  as  being 
keeper  of  the  king's  treasures ;  but,  detected,  and  readily 
confessing  his  crime^  he  paid  the  severe  penalty  of  his  per- 
fidy.* With  this  exception,  secure  during  his  whole  lifCi 
the  minds  of  all  were  restrained  by  fear,  their  conversation 
by  regard  for  him. 

lie  wa3  of  middle  stature,  exceeding  the  diminutive,  hut 
exceeded  by  the  very  tallt  his  hair  was  black,  hut  scanty 
near  the  forciiead ;  his  eyes  mildly  bright ;  his  chest  brawny ; 
liis  body  fleshy :.  he  was  facetious  in  proper  season,  nor  did 
multiplicity  of  business  cause  him  to  be  less  pleasant  when 
he  mixed  in  society.  Not  prone  to  personal  combat,  he  veri- 
fied the  saying  of  Scipio  Afrieanus,  "  My  mother  bore  me  a 
commander,  not  a  soldier;**  wherefore  he  was  inferior  in 

*  Suq^er  relates,  that  Henry  w;w  bo  terrified  by  n  conspiracy  among  his 
chomberlainH,  tb:it  he  frcqir-ntly  chau'j^LMl  his  bed,  increased  his  guards,  and 
earned  a  shield  and  a  asvord  to  be  constimtly  placed  near  him  at  night: 
and  that  the  person  here  mentioned,  who  had  been  favoured  and  promoted 
in  an  especial  miinner  by  the  kiui,',  was,  on  his  detection,  nierciful'y  ad- 
judged to  lose  only  bi<»  eyes  and  his  manliood,  wliCR  he  justly  de^icncd. 
hanging. — De  Vit.  Lud.  GrosuL  Duehcanc^  iv. 
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wisdom  to  no  king  of  modern  time ;  and^  as  I  may  almost 
8ay»  he  clearlj  surpassed  ail  lib  predecessors  in  England,  and 
preferred  contenduig  by  eounsel^  rather  than  bj  the  sword. 
If  he  eould,  he  eonquered  without  bloodshed ;  if  it  was  una- 
*  voidable,  with  as  little  as  possible.  He  was  ffee»  during;  his 
whole  life,  from  impure  desires;*  for,  as  we  have  learned 
from  tliosc  who  were  well  informed,  he  was  led  by  female 
blandiahnients,  not  for  the  gratillcation  of  incontinency,  but 
fur  the  sake  of  issue ;  nor  condescended  to  casual  intercourse, 
unless  wliere  it  might  produce  that  effect ;  in  this  respect  the 
master  of  his  natural  inelinations,  not  the  passive  slave  of 
lust.  He  was  pUun  in  his  diet,  rather  satisfying  the  eaUs  of 
hunger,  than  surfeiting  himself  by  variety  of  delicacies.  lie 
never  drank  but  to  allay  thirst;  execrating  the  least  depar- 
ture from  temperance,  both  in  himself  and  in  th(j.>e  about 
him.  lie  was  heavy  to  sleep,  which  was  interrupted  by  fre- 
quent snoring.  His  eloquence  was  rather  unpremeditated 
than  laboured;  not  nmid,  but  deliberate. 

His  piety  towards  God  was  laudable,  for  he  built  monaste* 
ries  in  England  and  in  Normandy :  but  as  he  has  not  yet 
completed  them,  I,  in  the  meantime,  should  suspend  my 
judgment,  did  not  my  afleetion  for  the  brotherhood  at  Read- 
ing forbid  my  sili  nee.  He  built  this  monastery  between  the 
rivers  Kennet  and  Thames,  in  a  place  calculated  for  the  re* 
eeption  of  almost  all  who  might  have  occasion  to  travel  to 
the  more  populous  cities  of  England,  where  he  placed  monks 
of  the  Clugniac  order,  who  arc  at  this  day  a  noble  pattern 
of  holiness,  and  an  example  of  unwearied  and  delightful 
•  hospitality.  Here  may  be  seen  what  is  peculiar  to  this  place  ; 
for  guests  arriving  every  hour,  consume  more  than  the  in- 
mates themselves.  Perhaps,  some  person  may  call  mc  over* 
liasty  and  a  flatterer,  for  so  signally  celebrating  a  congrega- 
tion yet  in  its  infancy ;  unconscious  what  future  times  may 
produce :  but  they,  as  I  hope,  will  endeavour,  by  the  grace 
of  God,  to  continue  in  virtue  ;  and  I  blush  not  at  commend- 
ing meu  of  holiness,  and  admh  ing  that  excellenee  in  others 
which  I  possess  not  myself.    He  yielded  up  the  invcstiturcf 

♦  *•  Compare  Malmebbury's  character  of  Henry  in  this  particul«ir  wuh 
that  given  of  him  by  licnry  of  Iluntmgdon.**— llAanr* 

t  Tho  ceremony  of  givini;  pottscaition  of  lands  or  offices,  ims,  by  the 
feudal  law,  accompanitsd  with  the  dclivety  of  certain  symliola^  .  In  «ob* 
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•  • 

of  tlie  elmrelies  to  God  and  St  Peter,  after  mucli  contro- 

Vijrsy  between  liimand  archbishop  Anselm,  scarcely  induced, 
even  at  last,  to  consent,  through  the  manifold  grace  of  God, 
by  an  inglorious  victory  over  his  brother.  The  tenor  of 
theae  disputes  Edmcr  has  recorded  at  great  length ;  I,  to 
give  a  eompleter  knowledge  of  thiS  matter,  shall  subjoin  the 
letters  of  the  so-often-me&tioned  pope  Pasclial  oa  the  subject 
''  Paschal  the  bishop  to  king  Henry,  healtlu  From  your 
letters,  lately  transmitted  to  us  by  your  servant,  our  beloved 
son,  William  the  clerk,  we  have  been  certified  both  of  the 
safety  of  your  person,  and  of  those  prosperous  successes  which 
the  divine  favour  liath  granted  you  in  the  subjugation  of  the 
adversaries  of  your  kingdom.  We  have  heard  top>  that  you 
l^ave  had  the  male  issue  you.  so  much  desired,  by  your  noble 
and  religious  consort  As  we  have  derived  pleasure  from 
this,  '>ve  think  it  a  good  opportunity  to  impress  the  commands 
and  will  of  God  more  stron*r]y  upon  you,  at  a  time  when  you 
perceive  yourself  indebted  to  his  kindnc':,^  fur  such  aTuj)lo 
favours.  We  also  are  desirous  of  associating  our  kindness' 
with  the  benefits  of  God  towards  you  ;  but  it  is  distressing, 
that  you  should  seem  to  require  what  we  cannot  possibly 
grant  For  if  we  consent,  or  suffer^  that  investitures  be  cc^n- 
ferrcd  by  your  excellence,  no  doubt  it  will  be  to  the  great 
detriment  both  of  ourselves,  and  of  you.  In  this  matter  wo 
wish  you  to  consider,  what  you  lose  by  nut  ]n*rfonning,  or 
gain  by  performing.  For  we,  by  such  a  prohibition,  obtain 
no  increase  of  influence,  or  patronage,  over  the  churches ; 
nor  do  we  endeavour  to  take  away  any  tiling  from  your  just 
power  and  right ;  but  only  that  God's  anger  may  be  dimi- 
nished towards  you,  and  thus  every  prosperity  attend  you. 
.  God,  indeed,  hath  said,  ^  Those  that  honour  me,  I  will 

formity  to  thl3  practice, 'princes  conferred  hislioprics  and  iiM»oyshy  tlse  rle- 
Jivcry  of  II  crozicr  and  a  ring,  which  wiia  ciillcd  Uiuir. investiture  :  iiml  im 
consecration  could  not  take  place  till  after  investiture,  this,  in  fuct,  implied 
their  appointment  also*  The  popes  at  length  finding  how  much  such  a 
practice  tended  (o  r«sndcr  the  clergy  dependent  on  the  tempomi  power,  in- 
hibited their  receiving  investiture  from  laymen  hy  the  staflT  and  ring,  which 
were  emblems  of  their  spiritual  office.  The  coropronii>M;  of  Henry  with 
Paschal  cmictcd,  that  in  future  the  king  would  not  confer  hishoptics  by  the 
ctaif  and  ring  ;  but  that  the  bishops  should  perform  the  ceremony  of 
homnge,  in  token  of  submission  for  tlieir  teinporjils  :  the  election  by  these 
uieans^  remaining^  nominally^  in  the  chapter,  or  monastery. 
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honour ;  and  those  that  despise  mc,  sliall  be  lightly  esteemed/  * 
You  will  my  then,  *  It  is  my  right  ;*  no  truly,  it  h  neither 
an  iin)>criul  nor  royalt  but  a  divine  right ;  it  is  His  only^  who 
hiifl  8aid»  *  I  am  the  door    wherefore  I  entreat  for  his  sake» 
whose  due  it  is^  that  you  would  restore  and  concede  it  to 
him,  to  whoso  love  you  owe  what  you  possess.   But  why 
should  we  opi>ose  your  pleasure,  or  run  counter  to  your  good 
will,  unless  we  were  aware,  that  in  consenting  to  this  matter, 
we  should  opjMjse  the  will  of  (Jod,  and  lose  his  favour  ?  Why 
sliould  we  deny  you  any  thing,  which  might  be  granted  to 
any  man  living,  when  we  should  receive  greater  favours  in 
return  ?  Consider,  my  dearest  son,  whether  it  be  an  honour, 
or  a  disgrace  that  Anselm,  the  wisest,  and  most  reUgious  of 
the  Gallican  bishops,  on  this  account,  fears  to  be  iamiliar 
with  you,  or  to  continue  in  your  kingdom.    What  will  thuse 
persons  think,  who  have  hitherto  had  such  favourable  ac- 
counts of  you  ?  What  will  they  say,  when  this  gets  noised 
abroad?  The  very  people  who,. before  your  face^  commend 
your  excess,  will,  when  out  of  your  presence,  be  the  first 
more  loudly  to  yiliiy  the  transaction.   Return  then  to  your 
understanding:^,  my  dearest  son,  we  entreat  you,  for  the  nicroy 
of  God,  and  the  love  of  his  Only-begotten  Son  :  recall' your  , 
]»a.st(»r,  rcj  ull  your  father  ;  and  if,  wimt  we  do  not  inui^lno, 
he  hath  iu  any  tiling  conducted  liimself  harshly  towards  yoii, 
and  hath  opposed  the  investitures,  we  will  mediate  accord* 
ing  to  your  pleasure,  as  far  as  God  permits  :  .but  neverthe- 
less, remove  from  your  person  and  your  kingdom  the  infamy 
of  such  an  expulsion.    If  you  do  this,  even  although  you 
sliould  ask  very  dillieult  matters  of  us  ;  still  if,  with  Club's 
permission,  we  can  jrrant,  you  shall  certainly  obtain,  tliem : 
and  we  will  be  careiid  to  entreat  tlie  Lord  for  you,  hiuisclf 
assisting,  and  will  grant  indulgence  and  absolution,  as  well, 
to  your  sins,  as  to  tliosc  of  your  consort,  through  the  merits 
of  the  holy  apostles.    Moreover,  we  wilj,  together  xrith  you, 
cherish  the  son  whom  yon  have  begotten  on  your  exemplary 
and  noble  consort ;  and  who  is,  as  wo  have  hoard,  named 
after  your  excellent  father,  Williain,  with  such  anxious  cure, 
that  v/hosoevLT  shall  injure  eitlier  you,  or  him,  shall 
rej^ardi'd  as  having  done  injury  to  the  church  of  KoiiR'. 
Dated  at  the  pulacc  of  Lateran,  the  ninth  before  the  kalcutis 
of  December." 

o  a 
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"Paschal  to  Anselm.  We  have  received  those  most  prati- 
fjinj*  letters  of  your  affection,  written  with  tlie  pen  of 
charity*  In  these  we  recognise  tlie  fervency  ftf  your  devo- 
tion»  and  consideriDg  the  strength  of  your  faithi  and  the 
eamestneds  of  your  pious  carOi  we  rejoice ;  because^  hy  the 
grace  of  God,  ndither  promises*  elevatet  nor  threats  depress 
you.  \Ve  lament,  liowever,  that  after  havinpj  kindly  receiviMl 
our  brother  bishops,  the  ambassudorii  of  the  king  oi*  Eii^hiiid, 
they  shouhl,  on  their  return  home,  report  what  we  never 
Uttered,  or  even  thought  of.  For,  we  have  heard,  that  they 
said,  if  the  king  conducted  himself  well  in  other  respects,  we 
should  neither  prohibit  the  investiture  of  the  churches,  nor 
Anathematize  them,  when  conferred ;  but  that  we  were  un<* 
willing  thus  to  write,  lest  from  this  precedent  other  i>rince3 
should  exclaim.  Wherefore  we  call  Jesus,  wlio  trietli  the 
hearts  and  reins,  as  witness  to  our  soul,  if  ever  such  a  horrid 
crime,  even  entered  our  imagination,  since  we  assumed  the 
care  of  this  holy  see,"  And  again  below.  "  If,  theiefure, 
a  lay  hand  present  the  staff,  the  sign  of  the  shepherd's  oilice, 
or  the  ring,  the  emblem  of  faith,  wluit  have  the  bishops  to  do 
in  the  church  ?  Moreover,  those  bishops  who  have  chan^^ed 
the  truth  into  a  lie,  that  truth,  which  is  God,  being  the  crite- 
rion, we  separate  from  the  favour  of  St.  Peter  and  our  society, 
until  they  have  made  satisfaction  to  the  ciiurch  of  Uome. 
Such,  therefore,  as  have  received  the  investitui*e,*  or  conse- 
cration, during  the  aforesaid  truce,'!'  we  rcgai-d  as  aliens  to 
our  communion  and  to  the  churclu*' 

"  Paschal  to  Anselm.  Since  the  condescension  of  Almighty 
God  hath  inclined  the  heart  of  the  king  of  England  to  obe- 
dience to  the  papal  see,  we  give  thanks  to  the  same  God  of 
mercies,  in  whose  hand  are  situated  the  hearts  of  kings. 
We  believe  it  indeed  to  have  been  etl'ected  through  favour  to 
your  cluurity,  and  the  earnestness  of  your  prayers,  that  in 
tiiis  respect  the  heavenly  mercy  hath  regarded  the  people 

*  The  printed  copy,  as  well  nstuch  manuscripts  as  h:ivc  been  consulted, 
.fead,  "  invcstituras  con^*c•craHonum  :**  oviilently  wtou^;  the  true  reading,  as 
ftppears  from  EdintT,  p.  7 '2,  where  tho  whole  inatrumcnt  is  inserted,  being 

*'  investituram  vol  conHcerationem." 

f  On  Anselm'a  rLtuni,  Hhortly  aft(»r  Henry's  accession,  it  was  aLrrecd 
that  all  matters  should  remain  in  abeyance,  until  both  parties  sliouM  h.uo 
tent  mcs-sc'ii^ers  to  the  l»ope,  fur  hi<*  dcciblou  ou  the  subject,  ui  iuvcsiilurcd* 
See  Ediucr,  p.  56. 
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over  whom  jcm  watehfiilnefls  presides.  But  whereas  ire  so 

greatly  cOndcBcend  to  the  king  and  those  who  seem  culpable, 
you  must  know  that  this  has  heen  dune  iVum  kindness  and 
compassion,  that  we  may  lift  up  those  that  are  do>vn.  And 
yoUf  alrio^  reverend  and  dearefit  brotiicr  in  Christ,  we  releaae 
from  the  prohibition  or,  as  you  conceive,  excommunica- 
iion,  wiiioh,  you  understand,  was  denounced  against  iuvcsti* 
lures  or  homage  by  our  predecessor  of  holy  memory  po[)e 
Urban.  But  do  you,  by  the  assistance  of  God,  accept  those 
persons  who  eiiher  receive  investitures,  or  coii.sccnite  such  as 
liave  recoivt'd  tliem,  or  do  homage  on  making  that  satisfaction 
which  we  sij^nit'y  to  yoii  by  our  couiiaoa  legates  Williuni  and 
Baldwin,  faitlit'ul  and  true  men,  and  absolve  them  by  virtue  of 
our  authority.  These  you  will  either  consecrate  yourself,  or 
command  to  be  eonsecrated  by  such  as  you  ehoose;  unless 
perchance  you  should  discover  somewhat  in  them  on  account 
of  wliich  they  ought  to  be  deprived  of  their  sacred  hoiiours. 
And  if  any,  hereafter,  in  utldition  to  the  investitures  of  the 
churches,  .sliall  have  accepted  prelacies,  even  tliough  they 
have  done  homage  to  tlu^  king,  yet  let  them  not,  on  this  ac*  ' 
count,  be  denied  the  otlice  of  consecration,  until  by  the  grace 
of  Almighty  God,  the  heart  of  the  king  may  be  softened,  by 
the  dew  of  youi*  preaching,  to  omit  this.  Aloreover,  against 
the  bishops  who  have  brouglit,  as  you  know,  a  false  report 
IVuiu  us,  our  heart  is  more  vehemently  moved,  because  they 
have  not  only  injured  us,  hut  have  li'd  astray  the  minds  of 
many  simple  people,  and  impelietl  the  king  to  want  of  charity 
for  the  ))apal  see.  Wiierelbre,  by  tiie  help  of  God,  we  sulfer 
not  their  crime  to  pass  unpunished :  but  since  the  earnest- 
ness of  our  sou  the  kiug  unceasingly  entreats  for  tliem,  you 
will  not  deny,  even  them,  the  participation  of  your  commu* 
nion.  Jndeeil,  you  will,  according  to  our  j)roniise,  absolve 
from  their  transgressions  and  iVom  penance  the  king  and  his 
consort,  and  tho.^e  noi^lcs  who  ibr  this  business,  together  with 
the  kiug,  have  by  our  command  been  under  sentence,  whose 
nnincs  you  will  learn  from  the  information  of  tbe  aforesaid 
VViUiam.  We  commit  the  eause  of  the  bishop  of  liouen  to 
your  consideration,  and  we  grant  to  him  whatsoever  you 
may  allow.** 

In  this  manner  acted  Paschal  the  supreme  ['ope,  anxious 
for  the  liberty  of  the  churches  of  God*    The  bishops  whom 
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he  accuses  of  falsehood,  were  Girurd  archbishop  of  York, 
and  Herbert  of  Norwich,  whose  errors  were  diaeovered  by 
tlie  more  veracious  legates,  William  afterwards  bishop  of 
Exeter,  and  Baldwin  monk  of  Bee.  AnseUu*  the  arch- 
bishop was  now  a^ain,  in  the  time  of  tins  king,  an  exile  at 
Lyons,  resident  with  Hugh,  archbishop  of  that  city,  when 
the  first  letter  which  I  have  inserted  was  despatched  ;  for  he 
himself  possessed  no  desire  to  return,  nor  did  the  king, 
tlirough  the  multitude  of  sycophants,  sutfer  his  animosity  to 
be  n])i>eased«  He  deferred,  thereibre,  for  a  long  tiine>  recall- 
ing him  or  complying  with  the  papal  admonition  ;.uot  from 
desire  of  power«  but  through  the  advice  of  the  nobility,  and 
particulai*ly  of  the  earl  of  Mellent,  who,  in  this  affair,  running 
counter  to  reason  mure  i'rom  aiieieut  cubtom  tliau  a  sense  oi* 
right,  alleged  that  the  king's  majesty  must  be  mueh  diiui- 
nislicd  if,  disrcgartling  the  usagti  of  his  predeeessorij,  lie 
ceased  to  invest  the  elected  person  with  the  stall'  and  ring. 
The  kingy  however,  considering  more  attentively  what  the 
clear  reasoning  of  the  epistles,  and  the  bountiful  gift  of 
divine  favours,  plentifully  showered  down  upon  him,  admon- 
ished, yielded  up  the  investiture  of  the  ring  and  stall'  for  • 
ever,  retaining  only  the  privilege  of  eleetion  and  of  the  tem- 
poralities. A  great  couneil,  therefore,  of  bishops,  noble.**, 
and  abbats,  being  assembled  at  London,  many  ^mnts  of 
ecclesiastical  and  secular  business  wei*e  settled,  many  diileir- 
ences  adjusted.  And  not  long  after,  five  bishops  were 
ordained  in  Kent,  on  the  same  day,  by  archbishop  Anselm : 
William  to  the  see  of  AVineheater;  Roger  to  Salisbury; 
William  to  Exeter;  lleiuald  to  Hereford;  Urban  to  Gla- 
morgan. In  this  manner  a  controversy,  agitated  by  per- 
petual dissensions,  and  the  cause  of  many  a  journey  to  and 
from  Rome  by  Anselm,  met  with  a  commendable  termination. 
*  Henr/s  quee%  Matilda,  descended  from  an  ancient  and 
illustrious  race  of  kings,  daughter  of  the  king  of  Scotland, " 
as  I  have  said  before,  had  also  given  her  attention  to  liter;i- 
ture,  being  educated,  from  her  infancy,  among  the  nuns  at 
Wilton  and  llomsey.  Wherefore,  in  order  to  have  a  colour 
for  refusing  an  ignoble  aliiancCi  which  was  more  than  onco 
offered  by  her  father,  she  woi*e  the  garb  indicative  of  tho 

*  He  had  been  recalled  on  the  kind's  accc3aion|  but  aHerwanls  quitted 
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holy  profession.    This,  when  the  king  was  about  to  advance 
her  to  liis  bed,  became  matter  of  controversy ;  nor  could  the 
archbishop  be  induced  to  consent  to  her  marriaj»e,  but  by 
the  production  of  lawful  witnesses,  who  swore  that  she  had 
worn  the  veil  on  account  of  lier  suitors,  but  had  never  made 
her  vow.    Satisfied  with  a  child  of  either  sex,  she  ceased 
havinp;  issue,  and  enduring  with  complacency,  when  the  king 
was  elsewhere  eini>loyod,  the  absence  of  the  court,  she  con- 
tinue<l  many  years  iit  Wostininster;  yet  was  no  part  of  royal  j 
niagnifK^cuce  wanting  to  her ;   but  at        times  crowds  of  j 
visitants  and  talebearer;*  were,  in  endless  multitudes,  entering 
and  departing  from  her  superb  dwelling ;  for  tliis  the  king's 
liberality  commanded ;  this  her  own  kindness  and  affability  ^ 
attracted.    She  was  singularly  holy ;  by  no  means  despicable  1 
in  point  of  beauty;  a  rival  of  her  mother's  piety;  never  j 
c^iuiiiiitting  any  impropriety,  as  I'ar  as  herself  was  LuiueriKtl ;  j 
and,  with  the  exception  oi  the  kint^'s  bed,  eorapletely  chaste  i 
and  uneontamiuated  even  by  suspieiun.    Clad  in  liair  cloth  | 
b(  !ie:ith  her  royal  habit,  in  Lent,  she  trod  the  thresholds  of 
the  churches  barefoot.    Nor  was  she  disgusted  at  washing 
the  feet  of  the  diseased ;  handling  their  ulcers  dripping  Avitli  I 
corruption,  and,  finally,  pi*essing  their  hands,  for  a  long  time  i 
together  to  her  lips,  and  decking  thuir  table.    She  had  a 
ftingular  pleasure  in  hearing  tlic  service  of  God;  and  on  tliitJ  , 
account  was  thouj^htiessly  prodigal  towards  clerks  of  melo- 
dious voice ;  addressed  them  kindly,  gave  to  them  liberally, 
and  promise<l  still  more  abundantly.    Her  generosity  becom- 
ing universally  known^  crow<ls  of  scholars,  equally  famed  for 
verse  and  for  singing,  came  6ver;  and  happy  did  he  account  - 
himself  who  could  soothe  the  cars  of  the  queen  by  the  no-  ' 
Velty  of  his  song.    Nor  on  these  only  did  slie  lavi^^li  money, 
but  on  all  sorts  of  uu  n,  especially  foreiprners,  that  tlirouiih 
her  presents  they  might  proclaim  her  celebrity  abi*oad ;  lor 
the  d(^sire  of  fame  is  so  I'ooted  in  the  human  mind,  that 
scarcely  is  any  one  contented  with  the  precious  fruits  of  a 
good  conscience,  but  is  fondly  anxious,  if  he  does  ;\ny  thing 
laudable,  to  have  it  generally  known.    Ilence,  it  was  justly 
observed,  the  disposition  crept  uj)ou  the  <|uet'n  to  reward  all 
tlie  foreigners  slie  could,  while  the  others  were  kept  in  sus- 
pense, soinetljuL.s  with  eilectual,  but  oftener  witli  empty  pro- 
mises.   IXcncc,  too^  it  arose  tluit  she  fell  into  the  error  of  * 
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prodigal  givers ;  bringing  many  ckima  on  Jierjenantry^  ex- 
posing tliem  to  injuriea^  and  taking  away  tlieir  propeAy ;  by ' 
which  obtaining  th§  credit  of  a  liberal  benefactress,  she  Uttle  \' 
regarded  their  earcasms,  *  But  whoso  shall  judge  riglitly, 
will  impute  this  to  the  designs  of  lior  servants,  wiio,  harpy- 
lilce,  conveyed  everything  they  could  gripe  into  tlieir  purses 
or  wa.sted  it  in  riotous  living.  Her  ears  beinc^  infected  with 
'tlie  base  insinuations  oi'  these  people,  she  induced  tliis  staia 
on  her  iioble  mind,  holy  and  meritorious  in  every  other  re- 
s^icct '  Amid  tlicso  concerns  she  was  snatched  away  from 
her  country,  to  the  great  loss  of  the  people,  but  to  her  own 
advanta\ge;  for  her  funeral  being  splendidly  celebrated  at 
Westminster,  sliu  entered  into  rc?3t ;  and  her  ti]>irit  mani- 
fested, by  1)0  trivial  indications,  that  slie  was  a  resident  in 
heaven.  She  died,  willingly  leaving  the  throne,  after  a 
reign  of  seventeen  years  and  six  months,  experiencing  the 
fate  of  her  family,  who  almost  all  departed  in  the  liower  of 
their  age.  To  her,  but  not  immediately,  succeeded  Adala,*  «i. 
daughter  of  the  duke  of  I^uvain,  which  is  the  principal 
town  ui'  Lorrninc. 

I5y  ]M;itil(la  king  Henry  had  a  son  nametl  William,  educa-  " 
ted  and  destined  to  the  succession,!  with  the  fondest  hope, 
and  surpassing  care.    For  to  him,  when  scarcely  twelve 
years*  of  age,  all  the  fr(^  men  of  Kngland  and  Kormamly, 
of  every  nuik  and  condition,  and  under  fealty  to  whatever 
lord,  were  obliged  to  submit  themselves  by  liomnge,  and  by 
oath.    When  a  hoy,  too,  he  was  betrothed  to  and  received^ 
in  wedlock,  the  dau;j;hter  of  FulcoJ  earl  of  Anjou,  who  was 
herself  scaixiely  marriageable  ;  his  father-in-law  bestowing  . 
on  him.  the  coimty  of  Alaine  as  her  <lower.  jMoreover, 
Fulco,  proceeding  t  to  Jerusalem,  committed  his  earldom  to 
the  king,  to  be  restorcfli  should  he  return,  but  otherwisCi 

*  ^  Heniy  inaffii»l  Adala,  daughter  of  Godfrey,  conto  do  Loavoin,  in 
February,  1121.''— 'lUiiuv, 

+  ^JirointOR  (col.  1013,  X.  Scrip.)  iisi  rn»cM  to  IMuhnesljury  wonla  which 
arc  no  where  to  be  f»uiul  in  tlibi  author,  '  Willclniuti  Ahiiiuehbirieiitiii}  (licit, 
«juod  ille  Willclniufl  rej(is  priinogeiiitui*  palam  An^Iitf  fuerat  cuminiiiiituSj 
quodj  si  aliquaiulo  Buper  eus  rc^naret,  faceret  cos  ad  aratnmi  trahere  ({unsi 
bovcH  :  bed  bpe  hua  eoruHcaliUi  Dei  vimllcta  curu  aliii  Ueporiit.'" — Hauuy. 

J  "  The  nupfiaU  of  priiiee  Wiiiiaui  with  Matilda,  daughter  of  t lie  earl 
of  Anjou,  weru  celebrated  ia  Jaac^  1119^  bcfuro  thccouaeil  uf  iUieiuis/' 
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to  go  to  his  son-in-law.  Many  provinces,  then,  looked  for- 
ward to  the  government  of  this  boy:  for  it  was  supposed 
timt  tiio  prediction  of  kins;  Edward  would' be  veritied  in 

liiiii;  aiul  it  wiw  huid,  that  now  might  it  be  expected,  that 
the  hopes  of  England,  like  the  tree*  cut  down,  would, 
tliroip^li  this  youtli,  ngjiia  Llussom  and  bring  forth  fruit, 
and  tliua  put  an  end  to  her  suiferings :  but  God  saw.  other- 
wine;  for  tliis  illusion  vanibhed  into  atr,  as  an  early  day 
was  liadtening  him  to  his  fate.    Indeed,  by  the  exertions 
of  his  father-in-law,  and  of  Theobald  the  son  of  Stephen, 
and  of  hii  aunt  Adala,  Lewis  king  of  Franee  conceded  the 
legal  posijesslon  of  Normandy  to  the  lad,  ou  his  doing  him 
homage.    The  prudence  of  his  truly  careful  father  so.  ar- 
ruugetl  and  contrived,  that  the  homage,  which  he,  from  the 
extent  of  his  empiiti^  disdained  to  perftu-in,  should  not  be 
refused  by  his  sou,  a  youth  of  delicsUe  liabit,  and  not  very 
likely  to  live*    Li  diHCUssing  and  peaceably  settling  these 
matters,  the  king  spent  the  s)>ace  of  four  years;  continuing 
the  wliole  of  that  time  in  Isormandy.    Nevertheless,  the 
cahu  of  this  brilliant,  and  carefully  concerted  peace,  tlii? 
ttuxions,  univeriial  liope^  was  destroyed  in  an  instant  by  the 
vicissitudes  of  human  estale.    For,  giving  orders  for  re- 
turning to  England,  the  king  set  soil  from  Barfleur  just 
before  twili'^ht  on  the  seventh  before  the  kalends  of  De- 
ceuiber ;  and  the  breeze  which  filled  Ids  sail'i  conducted  him 
safely  to  his  kin^^iluin  and  extensive  fortunes.    Uut  the 
young  man,  who  was  now  somewhat  nioie  than  seventeen 
years  of  age,  and,  by  his  father's  indulgence,  possessed 
everything  but  the  niiuie  of  king,  commanded  another  ves- 
sel Ui  1)0  prepared  for  himself;  nhno.st  all  the  young  nobilitv 
flocking  around  him,  from  biniilarity  of  youthful  pui*suits. 
Tlio  sailors,  too,  immoderately  filled  with  wine,  with  that 
seaman's  lularity  which  tlieir  cups  excited,  exclaimed,  that 
those  who  were  now  u-iunul  must  soon  be  left  astern ;  for 
the  ship  was  of  the  best  construction,  and  recently  fitted 
with  new  materials.    When,  therclbre,  it  was  now  dark 
night,  these  imprudent  youths,  overwhelmed  with  liquor, 
launched  the  vessel  from  the  shore.    She  flies  swifter  than 
the  winged  arrow,  sweeping  the  rippling  surface  of  the  deep: 
but  the  carelessness  of  the  intoxicated  crew  diovc  her  on  a 

•  Sec  puijc  262. 


Digitized  by  GoogI 


456  WELLUU  or  ililmssbubt.  li-i:, 

rock,  which  roae  above  the  waves  not  far  from  shore.  In 
the  greatest  consternation,  they  immediately  ran  on  deck,  .  | 
and  with  loud  outcry  got  ready  their  boat»hook^,  endea*  \ 
▼ouring,  for  a  cousiderablo  time,  to  force  the  vessel  off:  I 
but  fortune  resisted  and  frustrated  every  exertion.  The 
oars,  too,  dashing,  liorribly  crashed  against  the  rock,*  and 
her  battered .  prow  hung  immovciibly  iixed.  Now,  too,  tho 
water  wiishcd  some  of  the  crew  overboard,  and,  entering 
the  clunks,  drowned  others;  when  the  boat  having  been 
launclied,  the  young  prince  was  received  into  it,  and  might 
certainly  have  been  saved  by  reaching  the  shore,  luid  not 
Lis  iUej^itiinate  sister,  tho  countess. of  Perche,  now  strug-^ 
p^liiig  with  death  in  the  hirger  vcs<^el,  implored  her  brothei*'s 
a.ssistanee ;  shrieking  out  that  he  should  not  abandon  her  so 
barbarously.  Touched  witli  pity,  he  ordered  tho  boat  to 
return  to  the  ship,  that  he  might  rescue  liis  sister ;  and  thus 
•the  unlmppy  youth  met  his  death  through  excess  of  afi'ec* 
tion :  for  the  skiff,  overcharged  by  the  multitudes  who  leaped 
into  her,  sank,  and  buried  all  indiscriminately  in  the  deep. 
One  rustic|  alone  escaped;  who,  floating  all  m'ght  upon  tlie 
mast,  related  in  the  morning,  the  dismal  eatastroplie  oi*  this 
tragedy.  No  sliip  was  ever  produetive  of  so  much  misery 
to  England;  none  ever  so  widely  celebrated  throughout  tlio 
world.  Here  also  perished  with  William,  Richard,  another 
of  the  king*s  sons,  whom  a  woman  of  no  rank  had  borne 
liiin,  before  his  accession;  a  youth  of  intrepidity,  and  dear 
to  his  father  from  his  obedience:  Richard  earl  of  Chester, 
and  his  brother  Otuell,  the  tutor  and  preceptor, of  the  kin*^'s 
sou :  the  countess  of  Pcrche,  the  king's  daughter,  and  his 
niece  the  countess  of  Chester,  sister  to  Theobald:  and 
indeed  almost  every  person  of  consequence  about  court, 
whether  knight,  or  chaplain,  or  young  nobleman,  traininj,^ 
up  to  arms.  For,  as  i  have  said,  they  eagerly  hastened 
from  all  quarters,  expecting  no  small  addilit^n  to  their  re- 
jmtatlon,  if  they  could  eitiier  amuse,  or  show  their  devotion 
to  the  young  prince.  The  calamity  was  augmented  by  tho 
dtificttlty  of  finding  the  bodies,  which  could  not  be  dis- 
covered by  the  various  persons  who  sought  them  along  tho 

•  Viigil  iEneid.  v.  206. 

f  He  is  cnUed  a  butcher  by  Orderic  YiUlid,  p.  U67,  who  hus  many  par- 
tlculan  of  this  event. 
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shore ;  but  delicate  a:*  they  were,  they  became  food  for  the 
imnwter?!  of  the  deep.  The  deatli  of  this  youtlv  being  knowu, 
*  profluccd  a  woiitlerlul  change  in  existing  circunistances.  JIU 
lather  renoanced  the  celibacy  he  had  cheridhed  since  Matilda*^ 
deathi  luixioui  for  future  hein  by  a  new  consort :  hia  lather* 
in«law,  retumini;  home  from  Jeniaalein,  iaitlifully  espoused 
tlie  party  of  WilliaiDi  the  son  of  Uobert  carl  of  Normandy^ 
giving  him  his  Other  daughter*  in  marriage,  and  the  county 
of  Maine;  his  indignation  being  excited  against  the  kin^,  by 
his  ilauLrhtcr'rt  liuwry  being  detained  in  England  after  the 
d«:atii  ot  t  lir  j»rinee. 

ilia  daiigliler  ^iatihla,  by  Matilda,  king  Henry  gave  in 
^marriage  to  Henry  emperor  of  Germany^  son  of  that  llcnry 
mentioned  in  the  tldrd  book.  Henry  was  the  fifth  emperor 
of  the  Germans  of  this  name ;  wlus  although  he  had  been  ex* 
tremely  incensed  at  his  father  for  his  outrages  against  tlie  holy 
see,  yet,  in  his  own  time,  was  t!ie  rigid  follower  of,  and  stick- 
ler i\n\  the  same  £»entiincnts.  For  wlien  Pasehal,  a  man  pos- 
sessed of  t!very  virtue,  had  succeeded  popi*  Urban,  the  ques- 
tion again  aroac  concerning  the  investiture  of  the  churches, 
together  witli  all  the  former  contentions  and  animosities :  as 
neither  party  would  give  way.  The  emperor  had  in  his 
favour  all  the  bishops  and  abbats  of  his  kingdoms  situated 
on  this  side  of  the  mountains ;  because  Charles  the  Great,  to 
keep  in  chock  tlie  ferocity  of  tliose  nations,  had  conferred 
uhiitjst  all  the  country  on  the  churches :  most  wisely  eon- 
Mdrring,  tliat  the  cler;^^y  wtmhl  not  so  soon  cast  o(f  their 
liih'lity  to  their  lord  as  the  hiity ;  and,  besides,  if  the  laity 
were  to  rebel,  they  miglit  be  restrained  by  the  authoritj  of 
their  exeoinmunication,  and  the  weight  of  their  power. 
I'hc  pope  had  brought  over  to  liis  side  the  churches  beyond 
the  mountains,  and  the  cities  of  Italy  scarcely  acknowledged 
the  dominion  of  Henry;  thinking  themselves  exonerated 
from  servitude  after  tiie  death  of  his  brother  Connul,  >\  ho, 
being  left  by  his  father  as  king  of  Lombardy,  had  die<l  at 
Arezzo.    Uut  Henry,  rivalling  the  ancient  Caisai*s  in  every 

•  "The  inuirki^c  cif  Wiliiam,  Bon  of  the  duke  of  Norm:in«!y,  w  th 
Siliilla,  in  11*23,  was  Jl^solved,  at  the  iniitunce  ol'  kia^  licarjf,  ui  liie  lol- 
luvviiig  year,  hy  tlie  jjupu'd  lcj?rtte.'* — Haruy. 

+  Mutilila  Wttn  btftmtlicd  to  tlie  cniperor  llcnry  V.  in  1109,  but  wos 
not  married  to  him  until  the  7th  January,  1U4«"— Iiardy. 
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noble  quality,  after  tranquilHzinpr  liis  German  empire,  ex- 
tended lib  thoughtH  to  liU  Italian  kingdom :  purposing  to 
quell  the  xevolt  of  the  citieai  and  decide  the  question  of 
in¥estitureB|  according  to  his  own  pleasure.  This  progress 
to  Home,  accomplished  by  great  exertion  of  mind,  and  much 
painful  labour  of  body,  hath  been  described  hy  David,  bishop 
of  Bangor,  a  Scot ;  thoiii^'h  far  more  partially  to  the  kin^ 
t!mn  becomes  an  historian.  Indeed  he  commends  hiirhly 
even  his  unheard-of  violence  in  takin^j  the  iKjpc  captive, 
though  he  held  him  in  free  cu.st(Mly;  citing  the  example  of 
Jacob's  holding  the  angel  fast  till  he  extorted  a  blessing. 
Moreover,  he  labours  to  establisli,  that  the  saying  of  the 
apostle,  ^'No  servant  of  Grod  embroils  himself  in  worldly 
business,"  is  not  repugnant  to  the  desires  of  those  bishops, 
wl\o  are  invested  by  the  hiity,  because  the  doing  honin^re  to 
a  laynmn,  by  a  clergyman,  is  not  a  secular  bnsinej^s.  llow 
frivolous  such  arguments  are,  any  person's  consideration  may 
decide*  *  In  the  meantime,  that  1  may  not  seem  to  bear  hard 
on  a  good  man  by  my  judgment,  I  determine  to  make  allow- 
nnccs  for  him,  since  he  1ms  not  written  a  history,  but  a 
panegyric,  I  will  now  tlierefore  faithfully  insei*t  the  grant 
and  agreement  extorted  from  tlic  pope,  by  a  lorcible  deten- 
tion of  three  weeks;  and  I  shall  suhjuin,  in  what  luanntr 
they  were  ;ioon  after  made  of  none  eil'ect,  by  a  kuiier 
conncil. 

"  The  sovereign  pope  Paschal  will  not  molest  the  sove- 
reign king,  nor  Ids  empire  nor  kingdom,  on  account  of  the 
investiture  of  bishopries  and  abbeys,  nor  concerning  the  in- 
jury suffered  by  himself  mid  his  party  in  person  and  in 

goods;  nor  will  he  return  evil  to  him,  or  any  urher  jHr^-tm, 
on  tills  account;  neither,  on  any  consideration,  will  he  pub- 
lish an  anathema  against  the  person  oi'  king  Henry  ;  nor  >viil 
the  sovereign  pope  delay  to  crown  him,  according  to  the 
ritual ;  and  he  will  assist  him,  as  far  as  possible,  by  the  aid 
of  his  oliice^  to  retain  liis  kingdom  and  cmpirCt  And  tlu:i 
the  sovereign  po^ic  will  fulfil  without  fraud  or  evil  design.** 
These  are  the  names  of  the  bishops  and  cardinals  who,  at 
the  command  of  the  sovereign  ]>t>i)e  l*a.^chal,  conhrmctl  by 
oath  the  grant  to,  and  I'rieiidsiiip  with,  the  sovereign  em- 
peror Henry:  Peter,  bishop  of  l*orto;  Censius,  bishop  of 
Subiuaj  Hubert,  cardinal  of  bt»  i:^uscbius;  lipniiUcc,  cardinal 
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U  Si.  Mark ;  Aiimtiiritt%  eiurdiiial  of  St  Clement ;  Gregavj, 
ctrdinal  of  tiie  apoodes  Peter  imd  Paul ;  also  Gregory,  car* 
dinal  of  St  Chiyi^onufl ;  John,  cardinal  of  St  Potentinna ; 

Eisiij^,  (  ai  dliml  of  St.  Lawrence  ;  Iveineriis,  cardinal  of  Siiints 
Jlurtcllinu"^  aiul  PettT;  Vitalis,  ennlinal  of  St  Balbina; 
Teuzo,  cardinal  ol  St.  JSIark ;  Theobald,  cardinal  of  Jolm 
and  I'aul ;  John,  deacon  in  the  Greek  Seliool  ;*  Leo^  dean  of 
St.  Vitalis ;  Allio^  dean  of  Sergius  and  Baeeliius. 

The  king  also  made  oath  as  follows;  I»  Heniy,  the  king, 
will,  on  the  fourth  or  fifth  day  of  the  ensuing  .week,  set  at 
liberty  tbc  Boverei*fn  po[)e,  and  the  bishcqis  and  cardinals, 
ujul  all  the  captivi'S  and  lios^tages,  who  were  taken  for  him  or 
^vith  him;  and  I  will  cause  tlum  to  be  conduett  il,  satV'lr, 
within  the  gates  of  the  city,  beyond  the  Tiber  ;f  nor  will  I 
hereafter  gtizc,  or  suffer  to  be  seized,  sneh  as  remain  under 
fealty  to  tlie  lord  ra^^hal :  and  with  the  llonian  i>eople,  and 
tlie  city  beyond  tlie  Til)er,  I  will,  as  well  by  myself  as  by 
my  i)eo}»h*,  preser^'c  |»eace  and  security,  that  is,  to  sucb  pcr- 
huua  as  ^lJall  keep  piace  with  nie.  I  will  faithfully  assist  the 
sovereign  pt*pe,  in  retaining  Ida  ])apaey  quietly  and  securely. 
I  will  re.-t(»rc  thu  ]»atnmony  and  possessions  (»f  the  I^oman 
church  which  1  have  taken  away;  and  1  will  aid  him  in  ' 
recovering  and  keepini?  every  thing  which  he  ought  to  baTe» 
after  the  nmiuier  of  his  prcdccetisors,  with  true  faith,  and 
without  fraud  or  evil  design :  and  I  will  obey  the  sovereign 
pope,  saving  the  honour  of  my  kinerdom  and  enij»ire,  as 
Catholic  ein|>en)r.s  oiiL'ht  to  obey  Catholic  Roman  juintilV-." 
And  they  Avho  hwore  (»n  the  part  of  the  king  are  tlte-e: 
Frederic,  arehbishoj)  of  Cohigne ;  Godebard,  bishop  of  Trent; 
Bruno,  bishop  uf  Si>ire8;  IJerengar,  farl;  Albert,  chancellor; 
Herman,  earl ;  Fn  dei  io,  count  j^datine;  Boniface,  marquis; 
Albert,  earl  of  Blandriac;  Frederic,  earl;  Godfrid^  earl; 
Warner,  marquis. 

This  treaty  being  settled  and  confmned  by  tlie  oath  of  the 
a  fore-aid  bishops  and  cardinals,  and  mutual  <'nibraecs  ex- 
changed, the  sovereign  ]H)j)e,  on  Sunday,  tlio  fourth  betore  tiie 
ides  of  April,  celebrated  the  mass,     As  though  ju&t  bom," 

♦  The  tljurclj  of  St.  ^b^ri^,  m  ScMotn  Oricca,  in  m  callcil,  frnin  a  tr^i- 
ditit)n  that  St.  Au«Ubtinc,  bvlure  hia  convciiiion,  there  taught  xhclohc— 
See  Lutniriih'n,  31a. 

t  TniBtevm,  tliat  purt  in  Which  St.  Peter's  ib  wtuiitcd. 
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in  which,  after  his  own  communion,  and  that  of  the  niiui- 

sters  nt  the  altar,  he  gave  the  body  and  hlood  of  our  Lord 
to  the  emperor  with  these  words :  "  Tlii»  body  of  the  Lord, 
which  the  truly  holy  church  retains,  born  of  the  Virg'm 
Mary,  exalted  on  the  cross  for  the  red^ption  of  mankind, 
'We  giTC  to  thee,  mj  dearest  son,  for  the  remission  of  thy 
sins,  and  for  the  preservation  of  the  peace  and  true  friend* 
ship  to  be  eoniinned  between  me  and  thee,  the  em])ire  and 
the  priesthood.**  Again,  on  the  next  day*  the  pope  and  the 
king  met  at  the  columns*  whi<  h  are  in  the  Forum,  guards 
being  stationed  wherever  it  was  deemed  /leeessary,  that  the 
consecration  of  the  king  might  not  be  inij)edcd.  And  at  the 
Sih  i  i  f  gate  he  was  received  by  the  bishops  and  cardinals^ 
and  aU  the  Roman  clergy ;  and  the  prayer  being  begun,  as- 
contained  in  the  ritual,  by  the  bishop  of  Ostia,  as  the  bishop 
of  Albano,  by  whom  it  ought  to  have  been  flaid,  had  he  been 
present,  was  absent,  he  was  conducted  to  the  niiddle  of  the 
Kota,|  and  there  received  the  second  prayer  fa^ni  the  bishoj> 
of  Porto,  as  the  Roman  ritual  enjoins.  After  this  they  led 
him»  witli  litanies,  to  the  confessionary  of  the  Aj^ostles,  §  and 
there  the  bishop  of  Ostia  anointed  him  between  the  shoulders 
and  on  the  right  am.  This  being  done  he  was  conducted, 
by  the  sovereign  pontiiT,  to  the  altar  of  the  aforesaid  apostles, 
and  there  the  crown  being  i)laced  on  his  heiul  by  the  po|)0 
himself,  he  was  consecrated  emperor.  After  putting  on  the 
crown,  the  mass  of  the  Resurrection  of  tlie  Lord  was  cele- 
brated, in  wiiicli,  before  the  communion,  the  sovereign  popi\ 
with  iiis  own  hand,  gave  to  the  emperor  the  grant,  in  which 
lie  conceded  to  him  and  liis  kingdom  what  is  underwritten ; 
and  in  the  same  place  confirmed  it  by  the  sanction  of  a  curse. 

"  Pope  Panehal,  servant  of  the  servants  i»f  God,  seiideth 
health  and  liis  apostolical  benediction,  to  his  (kai  e.^t  son  in 
Christ,  Henry  Augustus,  by  the  grace  of  Almighty  (J oil, 
emperor  of  the  Romans.  The  Divine  disposal  hath  ordained, 
that  your  kingdom  shall  unite  with  the  lioly  Roman  churclu 

^  Three  beautiful  columns,  suppoeed  to  be  xemaina  of  the  temple  of 
Jupiter  Stator. 

t  The  prineipol  entrance  to     Peker^  church,  to  called  by  way  of  pie- 

cmincTice. 

X  The  Roti,  which  seems  to  have  been  a  part  of  St.  Pcter*s  cluirclii  fa 

not  enumemted  )ty  Fontiiiiii,  de  Hjuiilicu  Vaticana.  , 
^  'J'he  cbapcif  in  which  the  tomb«  of  the  apoetlce  are  said  to  be  pUiccd* 
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rinee  jour  predeoesBor%  through  valoor  and  surpafistng  pni* 
denoei  have  obtwied  thie  crown .  and  sovereignty  of  tho  ' 
KonTHn  city ;  to  the  dl<^nit]r  of  which  erown  and  empire,  the 

Divine  Majesty,  by  the  iniiiistry  of  our  priedthoo<l,  hath 
ad\uuced  your  inTson,  my  dearest  son  Henry.    That  i)n;-  , 
eminence  ut  dignity,  then,  which  our  pre<leeessc»r3  have  . 
granted  to  yours,  the  Cutliolic  emperors,  and  Imve  coniirmed 
in  the  volume  of  granta^  we  also  concede  to  your  atiection, 
and  in  tlie  scroll  of  this  present  grant  confirm  also,  that  yoa 
may  confer  tlie  investiture  of  the  staff  and  ring  on  the 
hii^hops  or  abbats  of  your  kingdom,  fix^ely  elected,  without 
violriice  or  shuony :  but,  after  their  investiture,  let  tliem  ! 
rceeive  ciiiuHiital  eonseoratii>n  from  the  bishop  to  whoia  it 
j)ertains.    But  if  any  person  shall  be  elected,  either  by  the 
clergy  or  the  people,  against  your  consent,  unless  he  k  1 
invested  by  you,  let  him  be  consecrated  by  no  one ;  except- 
ing such,  indeed,  as  are  accustomed  to  be  at  the  disposal  d  ; 
the  archbishops,  or  of  the  lioman  pontiff.   Moreover,  let  the  • 
archbishops  or  bishops  have  peimission,  canonieally,  to  con*  ' 
wjcrate  bishops  or  abLiit.s  invested  by  you.    Your  pniK- 
eessors,  indeed,  so  largely  eiidiiwcd  the  churches  ut  ihtir  ' 
kingdom  of  their  royalties,  that  it  is  lilting  tliat  kingdom 
should  be  esiteeially  strengtheui^l  by  the  power  of  bishops  or  ; 
abbats  ;  and  tluit  }>o})ular  dissensions,  which  often  happen  in  ' 
all  elections,  should  be  checked  by  royal  majesty*  Wliere* 
fore,  your  prudence  and  authority  ought  to  take  more  espe-  | 
ctul  cure  to  preserve  tlie  grandeur  of  the  Uoman  church,  and  ' 
the  safety  of  .the  rest,  through  God's  assistance,  by  your  gills 
and  services.    Therefore,  if  any  ecelesiaslicul  or  secular 
person,  knowing  this  document  of  our  concession,  shtiH 
rashly  dare  oppose  it,  let  liini      Uiund  with  the  chuiu  ut'  un 
anuthcnui,  unless  he  rticunt,  and  hazard  his  honour  and  di«;- 
nity.    But  may  God's  mercy  preserve  such  as  keep  it,  and 
may  he  grant  your  person  and  authority  to  reign  happily  to 
Ins  honour  and  glory.^ 

The  whole  ceivmony  of  the  consecration  being  completed, 
the  pope  and  the  cH»[)cror,  ji»iiung  their  right  han<]^  went 
with  mucli  fttuic  tu  ilie  chamber  winch  fronts  the  euulr»lon- 
ary  of  St.  (jJrcgory,  that  the  pope  miglit  there  put  oti  his 
pontilical,  and  the  eiuiH  lor  Ins  regal  vestments.  As  the 
emperor  retired  from  the  chamber  divested  of  hia  royal  in* 
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signia,  the  Roman  patricinns  met  him  with  a  golden  circlp, 
which  they  placed  upon  his  head,  and  hj  it  gave  him  the 
supreme  patridate*  of  t!ic  Reaum  01^9  with  oommon  eon* 
sent  and  univmal  ajqpyobatioii. 

All  this  parage  of  grants  and  eoiiseeration  I  have  taken 
literally  from  the  nnrrative  of  the  aforesaid  David,  written, 
as  I  said,  witli  too  great  partiality  towards  tlie  kin;^.  in  the 
following  year,  however,  a  couadl  was  assembled  at  Koiiie, 
mtlier  by  tho.  connivance  than  tlie  command  of  tbe  pope, 
and  the  grant  wa:j  iiuliined.  The  authors  of  its  rever:*id, 
were^  the  archbishop  of  Vienne,  who  afterwards  ruled  the 
papal  see  ;t  and  Girard,  bishop  of  Angouleme ;  who  sttrou* 
lated  their  brother  bishops,  to  make  these  concessions  of  none 
.  effect   The  proceedings  of  that  council  were  as  follow. 

A.D.  1112,  the  fifth  of  the  indiction,  in  the  thirteenth  year 
of  the  soverei*rn  pope  Pa<»chal  the  second,  in  the  month  of 
March,  on  the  lifteenth  before  the  kuN  luls  of  April,  a  council 
was  held  at  Rome,  at  tlie  Lateran,  in  the  church  of  (Jou.staii* 
tine  iX  ^"here,  when  pope  Paschal,  together  with  the  arch* 
bishops,  bishops,  and  cardinals  and  a  mixed  company  of  clergy 
aDd  laity,  had,  on  the  last  day  of  the  council,  taken  his  seat ; 
making  public  profession  of  the  Catholic  faith,  lest  any  one 
should  doubt  his  orthodoxy,  he  said,  "I  embrace  all  tlie  Holy 
Scripture  of  the  Old  and  New  Testament ;  the  Law  written 
by  Moses,  and  by  the  iioly  prophets  :  I  embrace  the  four 
Gospels  J  the  seven  canonical  Ei)istles,  the  Kpijitles  of  the 
glorious  preacher  St.  Taul,  the  apostle,  the  holy  canons  of 
the  apostles ;  the  four  Universal  councils,  as  the  f  our  gospels, 
the  Nicenei  Ephesian,  Constantinopolitan,  Chalcedonian : 
moreoYCr  the  council  of  Antioch  and  the  decrees  of  the  holy 
fathers,  the  Roman  pontifls  ;  and  more  especially  the  decree  5 
of  my  lords  pope  Gregory  the  seventh,  and  pope  Urban  of 
blessed  memory.  What  they  have  approved,  I  approve  : 
.  what  they  lield,  I  hold  :  what  they  have  conlirmed,  I  con- 
ilrm :  what  they  have  condemned,  I  condemn :  what  they 

•  The  putrician  of  Home  appears  to  ha%'e  licen  its  chief  magistrate;  de- 
rived from  the  ofiice  of  prefect  or  patrician  under  Ibe  empcron  of  Con- 
iUintinoplo. 

f<  As  pope  Calixtut  II. 

t  The  chtiieh  of  St.  Savfour,  or  St.  John  Luterun,  built  by  Coiurtantine 
theGroal. 
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tiATe  oppoiedi  I  oppose :  what  they  have  interdicted^  I  inter* 

diet :  what  they  have  prohibited,  I  prohibit :  I  will  perse- 
vere in  the  sniiie  in*  every  thing  and  thruu^li  every  thing.** 
Tins  iKfing  ended,  Girurd,  hi  si  top  of  Angouleme,  lejrate  in 
Aquitainc,  rone  up  for  all,  and  by  the  unanimous  eon.seiit  ot* 
|)ope  PoMchal  and  of  all  the  couuetl,  read  the  following 
writing.  That  grant  wliieh  is  no  grant,  but  ought  more 
properly  to  be  calleil  an  abomination,*  for  the  liberation  of 
captives  and  of  the  ehurch,  extorted  from  th^  sovereign  pope 
Paschal  by  the  violence  of  king  Henry,  the  whole  of  us  in 
this  liuly  eouneil  nsscnibled,  with  the  sovereign  pope,  con- 
d^'iiin  by  caiKuiical  eensure,  and  eeelesiastical  authority,  by 
tliii  juil^inont  of  the  Ih»ly  Sprit  ;  and  we  adjudge  it  to  be 
voitl,  and  altogether  nuUily  it :  and  that  it  may  have  neither 
ibree  nor  eirn;aey,  we  interdict  it  altogether.  And  it  is  con- 
demned, on  tliis  account;  beeause  in  that  abomination  it  iif 
asserted,  that  a  person  canonically  elected  by  the  clergy  and 
the  peo[)le,  shall  not  be  ctmsecrated  by  any  one,  unlesis  fii*st 
invested  by  the  king  ;  which  is  contrary  to  the  Holy  Spirit 
and  lu  canonical  institution.*'  Thin  writinjjj  being  read,  the 
whole  council,  and  all  present,  unaaimouoly  cried  out  Amen, 
Amen  :  So  be  it,  so  be  it. 

The  archbishops  there  present  with  tlieir  suffragans  were 
these  :  John,  patriarch  of  Venice  :  Scmies  of  Capua  :  Lan- 
dulf  of  Benevento:  Amalfi,  Keggio^  Otranto^  Brindisi, 
Cajisa,  Cerenza  ;t  and  the  Greeks,  Bosanus,  and  the  arch*  • 
bishop  of  St.  Scverina  ;  the  bishops  were,  Censius  of  Subina, 
Peter  of  lV>iiu,  I.co  of  Cstia,  Cono  of  rra  nesti,  Girard  of 
Anironleine,  Cnlo  of  Leon,  leirate  for  Berri  and  the  areh- 
bi:?]i<jp  of  Vienne,  Roger  of  \  olaterra,  Gaufrid  of  Sienna, 
liolland  of  Populonia,  Gregory  of  Tarraeina,  William  of 
Turin,|  William  of  Syracuse,  legate  for  all  the  Sicilian and 
near  a  hundred  other  bishops.    Siwin,  and  John  bishop  of 
Tusculum,  though  at  Home,  were  not  present  on  that  day  <^ 
the  council ;  but  they  afterwards,  on  the  reading  of  the  con^ 
demnation  of  the  grant,  assented  and  approved  of  it. 

These  things  gaining  publicity,  all  France  made  no  scruple 

•  MS.  pravilcf^ium,  n  play  oa  the  woidii  priviUgitiia  sail  piaviltgiiiin. 

t  Cus<.'iiz;i,  L'Abhe,  tojii.  x. 

X  Auutlier  jbib.  rcuiU  Truiuiais  iniitead  of  Turianiuk  •  • 
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of  considering  the  emperor  as  accursed  by  tbe  power  of 

ecclesiastical  zeal  liurled  ugaiust  liim;  Roused  ut  this,  in  the 
seventeenth*  year  of  pope  Paschal,  he  proceoiled  to  Rome,  to 
inflict  signal  vengeance  on  liim.  But  he,  by  a  bles^^ed  depar- 
ture! avoided  all  earthly  molestation,  and  from  lii^ 
place  of  repose  on  high,  laughed  at  the  threats  of  the  angry 
emperor;  who  haviug  heard  of  liis  death,  quiekencKl  his 
journey,  in  order  that  ejecting  John  Graitany  chancellor  to  the 
late  pope,  who  had  teen  already  elected  and  called  Gela^sius, 
lie  in lit  intrude  ^laurice,^  bishop  of  Bragiie,  suriiamed 
liourdiri,  on  the  See:  but  the  followiug  epistle  of  Gelaaiui 
will  explain  the  business  more  fully. 

Gelasiudi  servant  of  the  servants  of  God  to  the  arch- 
bishops, bishopSi  abbats,  clergy,  princes,  and  other  fuitliful 
people  throughout  Gaul,  health.  As  yon  are  members  of  the 
church  of  Rome,  we  are  anxious  to  signify  to  your  affection 
what  has  there  lately  taken  place.  Shortly  after  our  election*, 
tlien,  the  sovereign  emperor  coming  by  steak li  and  with  un- 
expected haste  to  l*<Jine,  compeUed  us  to  <lepart  the  city, 
lie  afterwards  deniaaded  peace  by  threats  and  intiuiidatioii, 
saying  he  would  do  all  he  might  be  able,  unless  we  assured 
liim  of  peace  by  oath.  To  winch  we  replied  thus:  Concern- 
ing the  controversy  which  exists  between  the  church  and  the 
empire,  we  willingly  agree  to  a  meeting  or  to  legal  discusi^ion, 
at  proper  time  and  pkce  ;  that  is  to  say,  either  at  Milan  or 
Cremona,  on  the  ntxt  feast  of  St.  Luke,  at  the  cliscn;lion  oi' 
our  brethren,  who,  by  God,  are  constituted  judj^t^ji  in  the 
''hurch,  and  without  whom  this  cause  cannot  he  a^itutml. 
And  since  the  sovereign  emperor  demands  secui*ity  Irom  us, 
we  promise  such  to  him,  by  word  and  by  writing,  unless  in 
the  interim  himself  shall  violate  it :  for  otherwise  to  give 
security  is  dishonourable  to  the  church,  and  contrary  to 
custom.  He,  immediately,  on  the  forty-fourth  day  after  our 
election,  intruded  into  the  bosom  of  the  church,  the  bish(»p 
of  Brague,  who,  the  preceding  year  hud  been  cxcommuni- 

♦  "5<7;/ij/io  (Iccimo,]    More  corattly  octavo  decimo^m  the  cmpetfxt 
went  bclure  Easter  in  the  year  1117." — ^Hardv, 
t  «  Pauchal  tiled  in  Jan.  1  na."~llAKuv. 

i  ^  Iklaurice  Uourdin,  archUishop  of  Braj^ue,  was  elected  pope  by  the 
influence  of  tho  emperor  Henry  V,  on  the  tfthof  March,  11 10,  anil  took 
the  luune  of  Gnsgoiy  YllI/'— lUaoi. 
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eated  bj  our  predecessor  pope  Paschal,  in  a  council  tt  Bene- 
TCBto;  and  who  bad  tiio,  when  he  formerlj  received  the  \ 
pall  from  our  handa^  twom  fidelity  16  the  aame  pontifl^  and 
Ub  catholic  fluocessors^  of  whom  I  am  the  firrt»   In  this  jmn 

digious  crime,  however,  thanks  to  God,  the  aovereign  empe- 
rur  haii  no  single  lujiniui  associate  ;  only  the  Guihertiiies, 
Romanus  of  St.  Marcellus,  Oiisius,  who  was  called  of  St 
Cliryscgon  ;  Teuzo,  who  for  a  long  time  was  guilty  of  many 
excesses  in  Dacia ;  these  alone  transacted  so  shameless  a  deed 
We  command  your  wisdom,  therefore^  on  the  receipt  of  theae 
presents,  that,  deliberating  on  these  matters  in  common,  hf 
the  pfrace  of  God,  you  be  prepared,  by  his  help,  to  avenge 
I  lie  mother  church,  as  you  are  aware  ought  to  he  done  bj 
your  joint  a^ibihiiiiicc.  Di^iie  at  Gaeta  on  the  bcventeculh 
bcl  ore  I  lie  kah-nds  of  Fehruary." 

Gelasius  alter  liis  expulsion,  embarking  at  vSalemo,  came 
thence  to  Genoa,  and  aftenvards  proceeded  by  land  to 
Clugny,  where  be  died.*  Then,  that  is  a.d.  1119,  the  cardinals 
who  had  accompanied  him,  together  with  the  whole  Cisalpine 
church,  €le\'ating  with  great  pomp  Guido^  archbishop  of 
Vienne,  to  the  papacy,  called  him  Calixtus  5  bopin«r,  from  the  ! 
coiisicU-ration  oi'  lii.s  piety  ami  ener«ry,  that  thiuugli  his 
power,  as  he  possL^•^^ed  great  tiUluence,  they  might  be  al)le  to 
with>larul  the  force  of  tli«j  (nijjcror.  Kor  did  he  deceive 
their  coniidence  :  for  soon  after  calling  a  council  at  Kheiins, 
he  separated  from  the  churches  sucli  as  had  been,  or  should 
be,  invested  by  the  laity,  including  tlie  emperor  also^  unless 
he  should  recanU  Thus  continuing  for  some '  time  in  tlie 
hither  districts,  to  strengthen  Ids  party,  and  haying  settled 
all  aii'airs  in  Gaul,  lie  came  to  Rome,  and  was  gladly  iweived 
by  the  cilizeiis,  as  the  emperor  had  now  departed.  IJourdin 
then,  d('>ei*ted,  fled  to  Sutri,  determining  to  nurture  liis 
power  by  numy  a  pilgrim's  loss  ;  but  liow  be  was  ejected 
thence,  the  following  epistle  explains. 

Calixtus,  the  bisliop,  servant  of  the  servants  of  God,  to 
his  beloved  brethren,  and  sons,  the  archbishops,  bishopi^ 
abbats,  priors,  and  other  faitliful  servants  of  8t.  Peter, 
clergy  as  well  as  laity,  situated  throughout  Ciaul,  health  and 
apostolical  bcucdictiou.    As  the  people  have  forsiakcu  the 

•  «  Gdtuuuti  11,  died  at  Clugi.y,  25lh  Juu.  1 1 13.-^1  Iard v. 
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law  of  the  Lord,  and  walk  not  in  liis  jud^roieiits,  God  viaiu 
'  their  iniquities  with  a  rod,  and  their  sins  with  stripes : 
but  retaining  the  bowels  of  paternal  love,  he  does  not  desert 
such  as  trust  in  bis  merejr.  For  a  long  time  indeedi  tlieir 
flins  so  re([uiringf  •  the  faithful  of  the  church  have  heen 
disturbed  by  Bourdin,  that  idol  of  the  king  of  Germany ; 
nay,  some  liave  been  taken  captive,  others  afllicted,  tliiuugh 
want  in  prison,  even  unto  death.  Lately,  lunvever,  aittT 
celebrating  tiie  festival  ot  Ka^jter,  when  could  no  longer 
endure  the  complaints  of  the  pilgriius,  and  of  the  poor,  we 
left  the  city  with  the  faitliful  servants  of  the  ehurcli,  and 
hud  siege  to  Sutri,  until  the  Divine  power  delivered  that 
Bourdin  aforesaid,  the  enemy  of  the  chureh,  who  had  there 
made  a  nest  for  the  devil,  as  well  as  the  place  itself,  entirely 
into  our  j>o\ver.  We  beg  your  brotherly  love  therefore,  with 
us,  to  return  thanks  to  the  Kin<:^  of  king^,  for  bueh  great 
benefits,  and  to  remain  most  iirniiy  in  obedience  and  duty  to 
the  catholic  churcli»  as  you  will  receive  from  God  Almighty, 
through  his  grace,  due  recompence  for  it,  both  here  aud 
hereafter*  We  beg,  too^  that  these  letters  be  made  public, 
with  all  due  diligence.  Done  at  Sutri  on  the  fifth  before 
tliC  kalends  of  May.** 

How  exqui^itu  and  refined  a  piece  of  wit,  to  call  the  man 
lie  hated,  the  iciul  of  the  king  of  Germany  I  for  t!ie  euipcrur 
certainly  held  in  high  estinuuion  Maurice's  skill  in  literature 
and  politics.  He  was,  as  I  have  said,  bishop  of  Drague,  a 
city  of  Spain :  a  man  whom  any  one  might  highly  reverence, 
and  almost  venerate,  for  liis  active  and  unwearied  assiduity ; 
bad  he  not  been  led  to  make  lumself  conspicuous  by  so 
disgraceful  an  act :  nor  would  he  have  hesitated  to  purehaso 
the  holy  see,  if  he  could  have  found  as  desperate  a  hcller  m 
he  was  a  buyer.  But  being  taken,  and  made  a  monk,  he  wm 
i»eat  to  the  Den,*  for  so  is  the  monastery  called. 

']lIh&  laudable  magnanimity  of  the  pope  proceeded  still 
farther  in  the  promotion  of  justice,  to  the  end  that  he  might 
Tcpress  the  boundless  and  innate  cupidity  of  the  Uouuuis. 

*  A  monatterjr  near  Salenio,  inaccenlbte,  except  by  one  piuoiige*  Here 
w«re  kept  such  as  from  tlicir  cHwuliict  tiad  become  eitlier  daiigcfoui  or 
ftraiidalous  :  they  wi  re  sii implied  with  every  thing  neceoary,  ncconhn^  l«» 
tlieic  order,  but  were  held  ui  close  cunBnement.  iu  name  was  tilwn  iivw 
tiie  ttutanieable  dispoution  of  its  inniatea.  Sec  Urderic  VilaJ.  UJO. . 
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In  hi3  time  there  were  no  snares  laid  for  the  traveller  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  llonie ;  no  assaults  on  him  when  he  arrived 
within  the  city.    The  offerings  to  St.  Peter,  which,  through 
inMlenoe^  and  for  their  lusts,  the  powerful  used  to  piUagi^ 
bii!iely  injuring  such  preceding  po[Mss  as  dared  tocomphdot 
Call xt us  brought  back  to  their  proper  use ;  that  is  to  say,  for 
the  public  service  of  the  ruler  ul"  tlu^  holy  see.  Keitlier 
could  the  desire  of  amassing  money,  iiur  tlie  love  of  it  wiien 
collected,  proiluce  in  liis  breast  any  tiling  repugnant  to 
Justice :  ^  that  he  admonished  the  English  pilgrims,  oa 
account  of  the  length  of  the  journey,  rather  to  go  to  St. 
David's*  tlian  to  Itome;  allowing  the  benefit  of  the  same 
benediction  to  sucli  as  went  twieq  to  that  place,  as  resulted 
to  thos;c  who  went  once  to  Ivonie.    Moreover  that  inveterate, 
controversy  between  the  empire  and  the  priesthood,  con- 
ci'ining  investiture,  which  fur  more  than  fifty  years  had 
created  conimotionsi  to  such  a  degree,  that,  when  any 
favourer  of  this  heresy  was  cut  off  by  disease  or  death, 
immediately,  like  the  hydra's  head%  many  sprouted  up 
afresh ;  this  man  by  his  diligence  cut  off,  brought  low, 
rooted  out,  or  plucked  up :  beating  down  the  crest  of 
German  fierceness  by  the  vigorous  stroke  of  the  papul 
Ijatchet.    TliiM,  the  declaration  of  tlie  emperor, . and  of  the 
po])e,  will  shew  to  the  world  in  the  following  words : 

Calixtus,  bishop,  servant  u(  the  servants  of  God,  do 
grant  unto  you,  my  beloved  son,  Henry  Augustus,  by  the 
grace  of  God,  emperor  of  the  Romans,  that  tlie  election  of 
bishops  and  abbats  of  the  German  empire,  who  pertiun  to 
the  regality,  shall  take  place  in  your  presence  without 
hiuiuii} ,  or  any  violence  :  .^o  lluit  if  any  discord  shall  ariic 
between  the  parties,  you  may  give  your  assent,  or  aid,  to  the 
worthier  side,  by  the  counsel  or  judgment  of  the  metropollt  ia 
or  suliVagans  :  but  the  cl(*ct  shall  receive  the  royalties  from 
you,  and  do  whatever,  by  these,  he  is  lawfully  bound  to 
piirform  to  you  :  but  any  one  consecrated  in  the  other  parts 
of  the  empire,  shall,  within  six  months,  receive  his  royalties 
from  you,  by  your  sceptre,  and  do  whatever,  by  these,  he  is 
lawfully  bound  to  perform  to  you  ;  all  things  excepts  d  which 
are  known  to  belong  to  the  Konuui  church.  Moreover  iu 
those  mutters  whereof  you  have  complained,  and  demautkti 
•  Tlus  wm  a  high  compliment  to  the  ancieat  Briton. 

u  n  2 


468  WILLUM  OF  MMJLMM8UUm*  [b, 

mj  OAsistaace^  I  will  afford  jou  aid  occordiog  to  the  duty  of 
my  office^  I  grant  firm  peace  to  you  and  to  all,  who  nrc^  or 
were  aiding  you  at  the  time  of  this  dispute*  FarewelL" 

^  In  the  naine  of  the  Holy  and  Undivided  Trinity,  I 
Henry  Augustus,  by  the  grace  of  God,  eraperor  of  the 
Rfimans,  for  the  lovo  of  Goil,  and  of  the  lioly  Roman 
•church,  and  of  the  sovereign  |)oj>e  Ciilixtus  ;  and  for  the 
release  of  my  soul,  do  grant  unto  God,  and  tlie  holy  apostles 
Peter  and  Paul,  and  to  the  holy  catholic  church,  all  investi- 
lures  by  the  ring  and  staff,  and  do  allow  canonical  election, 
and  free  consecration  to  take  place,  in  all  churches  of  my 
kingdom  or  empire.    'th6  possessions  and  rc^p^ality  of  St. 
Peter,  which,  from  the  beginning  of  this  dispute  to  the 
pre.suiit  dtiy,  have  been  taken  away,  either  ia  my  father's  or 
my  own  time,  and  which  I  now  hold,  1  restore  to  tlie  same 
holy  Roman  church ;  and  such  as  I  do  not  possess,  I  will 
faitlifully  assist  her  in  recovering.   And  of  the  possessions 
of  all  other  churches,  princes,  and  others,  clergy  as  well  us 
lay,  which  iuve  been  forfeited  in  this  contention  by  the 
advice  of  my  princes,  or  by  course  of  law,  such  as  I  have,  I 
will  restore  ;  and  such  as  I  do  not  j»osses."<,  I  will  fiuihi'ully 
assist  in  recovering.     And   I  grant   lirm   peace  to  the 
sovereign  pope  Calixtus,  and  to  the  holy  Kuman  church,  and 
to  all,  who  are,  or  liave  been  on  her  side :  and  I  will 
faitlifuUy  assist  her  in  every  thing  in  which  she  requires 
assistance :  and  will  afford  her  due  justice  in  such  matters 
whereof  she  shall  have  complained.    All  these  affairs  were 
transacted  by  the  consent  aud  counsel  of  the  nobility,  wliose 
.  names  are  here  subscribed.    Albert,  arclibishop  ol*  Mentz  : 
Frederic,  archbisho[)  of  Cologne  :  the  bishop  of  Uatisbon  : 
the  bishop  of  Bauiburg ;  Bruno,  bishop  of  Spires :  the 
bishop  of  Augsburg  t  the  Ijishop  of  Utrei^ht :  the  bishop  of 
CSonstance:  the  abbat  of  Fulda:  duke  Herman:  duke 
Frederic :  Boniface  the  marquis :  Theobald  the  marquis  t 
Emulf  count   palatine :    Othbert   count    palatine :  earl 
Bcrengar." 

The  invetcrati'  malady  whicli  had  disturbed  the  church 
being  thus  cured,  every  true  Christian  greatly  rejoiced  that 
this  cmiKtror,  who,  in  military  glory  trod  fast  upon  the 
footsteps  of  Charles  the  Great,  neither  degenerated  from  liis 
.  devotion  to  God :  for,  in  addition  to  nobly  quelling  the 
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rebellions  of  his  German  em]^r%  he  subdaed  hie  Italian 
dominions  in  sach  wise  as  none  had  done  before.  Entering 
Italy  thrice,  within  the  space  of  ten  years,  he  restrained  the 

])i  idi'  of  the  citiiM  :  at  his  first  coming  ho  cxterminutcd  hy  fire, 
Kovuria,.  Pliiecntia,  Arnzio :  at  the  second,  and  third, 
Cremona,  and  Mantua;  and  quieted  the  sedition  at  Kuvenna, 
hy  a  fiiege  of  a  few  days'  continuance :  for  the  Pi^is  and 
ravians»  with  the  people  of  Milan,  embraced  his  friendship^ 
rather  than  encounter  the  weight  of  his  enmity.  The 
daughter  of  the  king  of  Enghuid,  who,  as  I  said  belbre»  was 
married  to  him,  resembled  her  father  in  fortitude,  and  her 
uiuihir  ill  sanctity:  piety  and  assiduity  vied  with  each  other 
in  her  cliaraeter,  nor  was  it  ea5?y  to  discern^  which  ot'  her 
gooil  (jualiliei  wm  mo.nt  eoniniendable. 

At  tluit  time  lived  William  earl  of  Poitou ;  a  giddy  un* 
settled  kind  of  man;  who,  after*  he  returned  from  Jeru- 
salem, as  the  preceding  book  relates,  wallowed  as  completely 
in  the  sty  of  vice,  uh  though  he  liad  believed  that  all  tlungs 
were  governed  by  chance,  and  not  by  Providence.  More- 
over, lie  rendered  his  absurdities  pleasant,  by  a  kind  of 
satirical  wit:  exciting  the  loud  laughter  of  liis  hearers, 
Finally  he  ereeteil,  near  a  castle  called  Niurt,  certain  build- 
ings after  the  form  of  a  little  monastery,  and  used  to  talk  idly 
about  pkicing  therein  an  abbey  of  prostitutes,  naming  several 
of  the  most  abandoned  courtezans,  one  as  abbess,  another  as 
prioress ;  and  declaring  that  ho  would  fill  up  the  rest  of  the 
offices  in  like  mauuer.  Kepudiating  his  lawful  consort,  ha 
curried  otF  the  wife  of  a  certain  vij>cuiint,  oi'  \vhoni  he  was 
no  desperately  enamoured,  tliat  lie  placed  on  his  j*hieUl  the 
iigurc  of  this  wpman;  ailirming,  that  he  was  desirous  of 
bearing  her  in  battle,  in  the  same  manner  as  she  bore  him 
at  another  time*  Being  reproved  and  excommunicated  for 
this  by  Girard  bishop  of  Angouleme^  and  ordered  to  re- 
nounce this  illicit  amour,  ^*You  shall  curl  with  a  comb," 
baid  he,  ihu  liuir  that  has  forsaken  your  forehead,  ere  I 
rcpudiaie  the  viscountess;**  thus  taiuiting  a  man,  whose 
scanty  hair  re(juire(l  no  comb.  Nor  did  lie  less  when  Peter 
bishop  of  Poitou,  a  man  of  noted  sanctity,  rebuked  him 

*  Guibcrt  of  Nofrent  exciiees  hiinaclf  from  commemorating  the  valour 
of  many  of  the  o  iwtdcn,  becHUse,  after  their  n?tum,  they  had  ma  head* 
long  into  every  kind  of  enormity.  Opera,  p.  431.  ' 
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Mill  more  freely  ;  and,  when-  contumaciona,  began  to  ex- 
communicate him  publicly:  ft^r,  beconiin:^  furious,  he  aeized 
the  prehite  by  the  hair,  and  ilourI.shiii<^  his  drawn  sword: 

You  shall  die  this  instant,''  said  lie,  unless  you  give  me 
absolution*''  The  bishop^  then,  eounterfeiting  alarm,  and 
asking  leaye  to  speak,  boldly  completed  the  remainder  of 
the  form  of  excommunication;  suspending  the' earl  so  en* 
tirely  from  all  Christian  intercourse,  that  he  should  neither 
dare  to  associate,  nor  speaL  with  any  one,  unless  he  spiiedily 
recanted.  Tlius  fulfilling  his  duty^  as  it  appeared  to  him, 
and  thirsting  for  th('  htmuur  of  martyrdom,  he  stretclicd  out 
his  neck,  sa3ring,  Strike,  strike.*'  But  William,  becoming 
somewhat  softened,  regained  his  usual  pleasantry,  and  said. 

Certainly  I  Imtc  you  so  cordially,  that  I  will  not  dignify 
JDU  by  the  effects  of  my  anger,  nor  shall  you  ever  enter 
heaven  by  the  agency  of  my  hand."  After  a  short  time, 
however,  tainted  by  tlie  infectious  insinuations  of  this  aban- 
doned woman,  he  drove  the  rebuker  of  his  incest  into  banish- 
ment :  wlio  there,  making  a  happy  end,  manifested  to  the 
world,  by  great  and  frequent  miracles,  how  gloriously  he 
survives  in  heaven.  On  hearing  this,  the  earl  abstained 
not  from  his  inconsiderate  speeches,  openly  declaring,  that 
he  was  sorry  he  had  not  despatched  him  before  j  that  so 
his  pure  soul  might  chiefly  have  to  thank  him,  tlurough 
whose  violence  he  Inad  acquired  eternal  happiness.  The 
ibl lowing  verses  are  a  tribute  of  applause  to  the  life  and 
death  of  Peter*   It  was  said  of  him,  when  alive,— 

Coanc  food,  his  bndy  :  and  the  poor,  his  store 
ConsumM  :  while  sunly  morals  j^avc,  and  lore. 
Virtues  he  rear'd^  checkM  faulu,  encouraged  right. 
And  law :  in  peace,  not  tumult,  did  delight, 
livlp  to  Uie  wiotch,  to  Ainnen  pardon  f^ivca. 
And,  for  hit  friend,  hi*  ardour  ever  lives. 
hmy  for  man  was  Martha;  Mary's  heart, 
Intent  on  God,  assumed  the  better  part : 
So  'twas  in  him ;  lor  God  his  aoul  posscssM, 
Unmix'd  :  his  friendU'ss  neiglihour  had  the  rest. 
Itachiiel  he  lov'd  :  nor  Leah's  hopr^  depriv'd 
Of  joy:  another  Jaeol),  ilojihly-wiv'd; 
]>iite8  on  the  one,  for  liuauLy  'a  luatchlcss  prace; 
liegiurdji  the  other,  for  her  numerous  race. 

» 

Aud  when  dead,  it  was  said  of  hii^,— 
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Poor  and  confined,  and  ezilcti  from  his  ace«  ' 
The  viituouit  prcLite  bore  each  injury  : 
Nov  rich,  Utif  fix*(l,  hh  auVrinjiii  M  Md«  Mfi^ 
For  Chriil  h«  folkiirg,  and  inhcriu  bcmveii* 
His  life,  reli^^ion  :  and  a  judj(ment  MMindi 
Ilia  mind  tMlom'd ;  his  worka  hb  fama  KiOiiii4» 
Reading  his  knowledge,  and  a  gold<»i  mean 
llii  wordd,  ttrnin<;*d  :  in  hi«  dcri'^iont  ieea 

Was  law  :  seventy  his  justice  ana'd,  ! 
And  (;raceful  beauty  in  his  junion  charm *d: 
llifi  hr**Hgt  was  piety's  pcrj)cliuil  htand, 

The  |).L2ktur  a  cro;!kier  wcii- became  his  lutnd  :  *  j 

The  pope  promotes  him,  but  the  earl  depriYei : 
Through  Chriit  to  joy  eternal  he  lurvivei. 

Tbe  contemporaries  and  associates  in  religion  of  tliis  ; 
Peter,  were  Robert  de  Arbrisil,*  and  Bemanit  abbat  of 

Tyron,  the  first  of  whom  was  tlie  most  celebrated  and  elo-  ' 
qiient  prtiicher  of  those  times:  so  much  did  he  excel,  not  in 
frotliy,  hut  honeyed  diction,  that  from  the  gifts  of  persons 
vying  witii  each  other  in  making  presents,  he  founded  thai  : 
noble  monastery  of  nuns  at  Font-Evraud,  in  whieh  ereiy 
seeiilar  pleasure  being  extirpated,  no  other  place  possesses  ! 
8ucU  multitudes  of  devout  women,  fervent  in  their  obedience  ! 
to  God.    For  in  addition  to  the  rejection  of  other  allure-  : 
ment^,  liow  great  is  this  !  that  tliey  never  speak  but  in  the 
ch:ijiter:  the  rule,  of  constant  sik*nee  bcinpr  enjoined  by  the 
superior,  beesuise,  when  this  is  broken,  women  are  prone  to 
vain  talk.    The  other,  a  noted  admirer  of  poverty,  leaving- a 
most  opulent  monastery,  retired  with  a  few  follo>vers  into  a  ' 
woody  and  sequestered  place,  and  there^    As  tlie  light  could 
not  be  hidden  under  a  bushel,''  vast  numbers  flocking  to  him,  ' 
he  founded  a  monastery,  more  celebrated  for  the  piety  snd  ; 
liuuilKT  of  the  monks,  than  fur  the  splendour  and  extent  <if 
its  rielicM. 

And,  that  Enj^land  may  not  be  supposed  destitute  of  vir- 
tue, who  can  puss  by  Serlo,  abbat  of  Gloucester,  who  ad* 
vaneed  that  place,  almost  from  meanness  and  insigniAcance^ 
to  a  glorious  pitch  ?  All  England  is  acquainted  with  the 
considerate  rule  professed  at  Gloucester,  which  the  weak  ; 

*  Rohert  de  ArbiisU  founded  the  monaiteiy  of  Fontevtault  in  lOtS^ 

and  died  in  1 1 1 7. 

f  «  Bcmaid  founded  the  abbey  of  Tyion  ia  1109,  and  died  m  1 116."- 
Htanr. 


^  WHAIAX  (NT  WUMEBWOKX^  Uy« 

nmj  embmoe^  and  ttie  strong  cannot  despise.   Thdr  leader^ 

Serlo's  axiom,  was,  Modemtion  in  all  things."  Although 
mild  to  the  good,  he  was  fierce  and  terrific  to  the  haughty ; 
to  corroborate  which,  I  shall  insert  the  yersea  of  Godirey 
the  prior  concermng  ium  ^—  ,  1 

The  church's  bulwark  fell,  when  Scrlo  died,  ] 

Virtue's  sharp  s  .v  urd,  and  justice's  fond  pride  ; 

Speaker  of  truth,  no  vain  diacoune  he  lov*d. 

And  pleusM  the  very  princes  he  iepfov*d : 

A  haaiy  judgment,  or  disorder'd  state 

Of  Kfe,  or  morals,  were  his  utter  bate. 

The  third  of  March  was  the  propitious  day, 

When  Serlo  wiqg'd,  thioiigh  dealb,  to  life  his  «aj«  * 

'  Who  ean  in  silence  pass  Lanzo,  who  flourished  at  that 
tim^  equal  to  any  in  sanctity  ?  A  monk  of  Clugny,  and 
prior  of  St.  Paneras*  in  England;  who^  by  his  worth,  so 
ennobled  tliat  place  witli  the  graee  of  monastie  reverenee^ 
that  it  might  be  justly  declared  the  peculiar  habitation  of 
virtue."  As  nothing  I  cim  say  Aviil  ecjual  the  merits  of  his 
life,  I  shall  merely  subjoin,  in  the  lannjuage  I  found  it,  an 
.account  of  his  death ;  that  it  may  plainly  appear,  how  glori- 
4>usly  he  had  lived|  who  died  so  highly  favoured. 

The  affectionate  Lord' who  scourges  every  son  whom  he 
receiveSi— who  promises  the  just^  that  they  shall  be  par* 
takers  of  his  suflferings  as  well  as  of  his  consolation ;  per- 
mitted Lanzo  to  approach  lih  death  by  oueh  bitter  sickness, 
during  three  days,  that  if  any  ypot  from  cartlily  intercourse 
had  adhered  to  his  pure  soul,  it  must  no  doubt  have  been 
wiped  away  by  that  suffering.  For,  as  that  great  apostle^ 
who  reclined  on  the  breast  of  our  Lord,  says,  ^If  we  say 
that  we  have  no  sin  we  deceive  ourselves,  and  the  truth  is  not . 
in  us;'  and  since  Christ  will  judge  every  sin,  either  lightly 
here  or  more  severely  hereafter,  he  was  unwilling  that  any  . 
offence  should  be  in  tlic  way  of  him  aitur  death,  whom  iic 
know  to  have  loved  hiia  with  all  his  heart.  Wherefore,  if 
there  was  anything  which  he  thought  worthy  of  examina-* 
tion  in  Liinzo,  he  was  desirous  of  consuming  it  in  his  life- 
time. To  this  assertion  his  coniidence  in  death  bore  witness. 
For  when  in  full  healtli,  on  the  fifth  day  of  the  week  before 
tlte  passion  of  our  I^ord,  having  read  the  p.^alter,  according 

^  At  Lcwett  iu  Su^kicx. 
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•  to  the  dailj  eiisloiii  of  Lenl»  aad  bang  about  to  cdebrat^ 
mass  at  the  third  hour^  he  had  robed  himaelf  to  the  chasuble,^  1 

and  liiul  proceeded  in  tlie  service  till  mas3  was  on  the  eve  of 
beginning,  he  was  suddenly  seized  with  such  an  acute  dis-  i 
order,  that  liinisclf  laying  aside  tlie  garments  he  liad  put  on, 
he  left  them  not  even  folded  up*!    Departing  from  the  ora-  . 
'  tory,  he  was  afflicted  for  two  days^  without  intermidsion,  that 
u»  till  the  Saturdajr,  having  no  rest  either  sitting,  waikingy 
standing,  lying,  or  deeping.   During  the  nights,  however, 
he  never  spoke  to  his  brethren,  though  entreating  him  to 
biuak  silence ;  but  to  this  ho  did  not  consent,  beseeching  ,  j 
theiu  nut  to  sully  the  purity  of  his  vuw  ;  lor  bince  he  liad  j 
assumed  tlie  monastic  habit,  whenever  he  had  gone  out  from 
complines^,  he  had  never  spoken  till  primes  of  the  ensuing 
day.   But  on  the  Saturday,  though  so  convulsed  as  to  expect 
dissolution  every  moment,  he  commanded  the  brethren,  now 
rising  for  matins,  to  come  and  anoint  him :  and  when  he  was 
anxious  to  kiss  tiiera,  after  being  anointed,  as  is  ilic  custom, 
through  excess  of  love  lie  saluted  them,  not  \y'infr  qy  sitting, 
but,  though  agouized  to  death,  btunding,  supported  in  their 
arms.    At  dawn,  being  conducted  to  the  ehaptcr-houae,| 
when  he  had  taken  hid  seat,  he  asked  ail  tlie  brethi*eu  to 
come  before  him,  and  giving  them  the  paternal  benediction 
and  absolution,  he  entreated  the  like  from  them.    He  then 
iu.^iructL*d  them  wimt  tliey  were  to  do  in  case  he  died:  and 
bo,  reluriu!!^  whrm^o  he  cunu*,  lie  pushed  the  rest  of  the  day 
with  the  succeeding  Sunday,  ratlier  more  tranquilly;  but, 
behold,  after  this,  that  is,  after  Sunday,  signs  of  approaching  • 
death  were  discovered;  and  having  his  lianda  washed,  and 
his  hair  combed,  he  enteml  the  oratory  to  hoar  mass ;  and '  . 
receiving  tlie  body  and  blood  of  the  Ixird  retired  to  his  bed. 
After  a  short  time  he  ])ecame  speechless,  gave  Ws  bcnedic* 
tion  to  the  brethren  singly  as  they  came  before  him,  and  in 
like  manner  to  the  whole  society.    But  lilting  his  eyes  to 
heaven,  he  attempted  with  both  hands  to  bh^ss  the  abbat, 
with  all  committ(  d  to  his  charge.    Being  entreated  by  the 
fraternity  to  be  mindful  of  them  with  the  Lord,  to  whom  he 
was  going,  he  most  kindly  assented  by  an  inclination  of  his 

*  The  upfH  rrnost  Kariiiciit  of  the  priest,  covering  the  rest  entirely. 

+  Tliosc  sshu  (iflUM.itfd  wvrv  c  njoincti  to  foU!  uj>  their  jjamii-nts. 

:^  It  w«u  c-iiiitumurjr  to  hold  a  i»liort  chapter  uuuicdiutely  after  primes. 
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head.  «After  he  had  done  ihu^  he  beckimed  for  the  ems  to 
be  pramted  to  htm,  which,  adoring  with  his  head  and  indeed 

with  his  whole  body,  and  embracing  with  his  hands,  he  ap- 
peared to  salute  with  joyful  lips  and  to  kiss  with  fond  affection, 
when  he  distressed  the  standcrs-hy  witli  signs  of  departing, 
and,  being  caught  up  in  their  arms,  was  carried  yet  alivo 
into  the  presbytery  before  the  altar  of  St.  Pancras.  Here, 
surviving  yet  a  time,  and  pleasing  from  the  rosy  hue  of  his 
countenance  he  departed  to  Christ,  pure^  and  freed  eternally 
from  every  evil,  at  the  same  hour  of  the  day  on  which,  for 
his  purifieation,  he  had  be<m  stricken  with  disease.  And 
behold  how  wonderfully  all  tilings  corresponded ;  the  passion 
of  the  servant  with  the  passion  of  the  Lord  ;  the'  hour  of 
approaching  sickness  witli  the  hour  of  approaching  eternal 
happiness ;  the  five  days  of  illness  which  lie  endured  for  pu* 
rifying  the  five  senses  of  the  body,  through  which  none  can 
avoid  sin.  Moreover,  from  his  dying  ere  the  completion  of 
the  fifth  day,  I  think  it  is  signified  that  he  had  never  sinned 
in  the  last  sense  which  is  called  the  touch.  And  what  else 
can  the  third  hour  of  the  day,  in  wliicli  he  fell  sick,  and  by 
(lyln^  entered  into  eternal  lii'e,  siiinity,  than  that  the  same 
grace  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  by  which  we  know  his  whole  life 
was  regulated,  was  evidently  present  to  him,  both  in  his 
sickness  and  his  death.  Besides,  we  cannot  doubt  but  that 
he  equalled  our  fathers  Odo  and  Odilo,*  both  in  virtue  and 
in  its  reward,  as  a  remarkable  circumstance  granted  to  them 
was  allowed  to  him  also.  For  as  the  Lord  permitted  them  to 
die  on  the  octaves  of  tho^c  festivals  which  they  loved  beyond 
all  other,  (as  St.  Odo  chiefly  loved  the  feast  of  St.  ^lartin, 
and  Su  Odilo  the  nativity  of  our  Lord,  and  eacii  died  on  the 
octaves  of  these  tides),  so  to  Lanzo,  who  beyond  all  of  tiiis 
age  observed  the  rule  of  St.  Benedict,  and  venerated  the 
holy  mother  of  God  and  her  solemnities  with  singular  re* 
gard,  it  happened  that,  as,  according  to  his  usual  custom, 
both  on  the  demise  of  St.  Benedict,  and  on  the  festival  of 
St.  Mary,  ^vhlch  is  called  the  Annunciation,  he  celebrated 
high  mass  in  the  convent;  so  on  the  eighth  from  the  afore- 
said anniversary  of  St.  Benedict,  being  stricken  with  sick- 
ness, he  also  on  the  eightli  day  from  the  annunciation  dc* 

•  Odo,  second  ahhnt  of  Clugnv,  was  founder  of  the  Cluf^niac  nile  in  the 
tenth  eentury.   Odilo  was  eloetea  the  fifth  abbat  of  Clugny  in 
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parted  to  Christ.  Wherefore,  he  who  is  unacquainted  with 
Uie  lite  of  Lanzo,  may  learn  from  his  death,  how  pleasing  it 
was  to  God|  and  will  believe  with  ua  that  these  thingSi  wUieh 
I  have  mentioned,  did  not  happen  after  the  common  course 
of  dying  persons;  as  he  was  a  man  surpassed  by  none,  in  the 
present  times,  for  the  gifts  of  tlie  Holy  Spirit.** 

Nor  ought  the  memory  of  Godfrey,  prior  of  Winchester, 
to  dcra)',  wito  was  oclebrjittHl  in  these  times  for  his  learning 
and  lii>  ])iLly:  his  learning  is  attested  by  many  works  and 
epi.stleH  composed  in  Im  familiar  and  pleasing  styles  but  prin* 
cipally  by  his  epigrams,  written  after  the  mqnner  of  satires, 
and  his  verses  in  celebration  of  the  chief  personages  of  Eng- 
land.* Indeed  he  restored  every  divine  ofRce  to  its  native 
grace,  from  the  manner  in  which  he  treated  it,  though  before 
it  liad  become  obsolete  from  antiquity.  'J'he  laws  of  religion 
ami  of  hosi>it:ility,  already  happily  traced  out,  he  strongly  im- 
pressed on  the  monks,  wlio  to  tliis  day  so  closely  follow  the 
footsteps  of  the  prior  in  both,  that  they  deserve  all  or  nearly 
all  possible  commendation ;  indeed  in  this  house  there  is  a 
place  of  entertainment  to  any  extent,  for  travellers  of  every  > 
description  by  sea  or  land,  with  boundless  expense  and  cease- 
less attention.  Among  other  things  this  holy  man  was  noted 
for  his  humility,  so  tluit  nothing  but  ^vllat  savoured  of  mo- 
di^sty  and  sweetness  proceeded  iVoiu  this  singular  depu>it(>ry 
of  philosophy.  How  great  indeed  must  this  commendation 
seem  ?  for  there  is  hardly  any  one,  even  the  least  tinctured 
with  learning,  who  does  not  appear  to  consider  others  be- 
neath his  dignity,  by  his  haughty  gestures  and  proud  gaii 
proclaiming  the  consciousness  of  his  own  erudition.  How- 
ever, that  no  perfection  might  be  wanting  to  his  pure  soul, 
he  kept  his  lowly  bed  for  many  years,  equally  consuming 
his  vitals  and  iiis  transgressions  in  tlic  furnace  of  lastui<{ 
sickness. 

But  why  should  I  enlarge  on  such  characters?  There 
were,  indeed,  at  that  tune  in  England  many  persons  illustri- 
ous both  for  learning  and  for  piety,  whose  virtue  was  the  more 
commendable  in  proportion  to  its  constancy  and  vigour  in 

*  Godfrey  vat  prior  of  Winchester  from  10S2  to  1 107.  Hit  veiM* 
in.i'ommendution  of  the  chief  pc'rsona<{es  of  England  are  in  thenuiaherof 
those  already  inserted  on  Serlo  abbat  of  Glottceiter*  Many  of  his  epigniM 
httfo  very  eonsiderabio  merit. 
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theso  degenerate  times.  By  a  blameless  life,  therefore,  they" 
gave  credibility  to  ancient  histories,  and  freed  them  from  any 
suspicion  of  faIseUood|  as  they  produced  modern  example  of 
the  possilnlity  of  doing  what  was  there  recorded.  More* 
over,  were  there  any  prelates  apparently  degenerating  from 
the  sanctity  of  ancient  times,  that  is  to  say,  skilled  in  secular, 
indolent  in  spiritual  matters?  If  there  were  such,  I  say, 
tliey  endeavoured  to  shade;  their  failings  by  costly  or j la- 
ments for  their  catiiedrals.  Each  of  them  erected  new 
churclieSi  and  adorned  the  bodies  of  their  saints  with 
silver  and .  gold ;  lavish  of  expense  to  secure  the  good 
opinion  of  the  behold^.  Among  these  is  Ranulf  before- 
mentioned,  who,  being  made  Irishop  of  Durham,  purchased 
some  glory  for  his  name,  by  new  buildings  for  tlie  monks, 
and  by  regard  to  St.  Cuthbcrt.  His  fame  is  exulted  by  his 
translation  of  the  holy  body,  which  when  taken  from  its 
resting-place  he  exhibited  to  all  who  wished  to  behold  it. 
RaduU^  at  that  time  bishop  of  Sees,  and  afterwards  arch- 
bishop of  Canterbury,  with  fortunate  temerity,  handled  and 
displayed  the  uncorrupted  body ;  for  it  had  become  matter  of 
duuht  with  certain  persons  whether  the  miracle  of  the  incor- 
ruption  of  the  corpse,  which  had  formerly  been  reported,  still 
bad  effect.  About  tlic  same  time,  in  the  monastery  of  Ely, 
under  abhat  Uichard,  the  virgin  relitjues  of  St.  Elhcidritha, 
subjects  of  amaze  and  reverence  to  the  beholders,  were  seen 
entire.  This  mona.stcry,  lately  changed  by  king  Henry  into 
a  bishopric,  had  Hervey,  as  its  first  ])relate ;  who,  from  the 
Hcanttnefts  of  its  revenues,  had  deserted  Bangor,  where  he 
Lad  be  L 11  enthroned.  And  that  tlie  bishop  ut"  Lincoln  might 
not  couiplaia  of  the  mutilation  of  his  diocese,  the  kin;;  made 
up  his  loss,  out  of  the  posses^iions  of  Ely,  and  satisfied  his 
claim.  Indeed,  whatever,  in  liis  time,  was  unjustly  purloined, 
or  violently  taken,  fvom  the  primacy  of  the  two  metropolitans 
of  Canterbury  and  York,  I  will  relate  in  its  proper  place. 
For  having  now  ended  the  series  of  the  kings,  it  seems 
incumbent  on  me,  to  speak  of  that  of  the  bishops  of  all 
Englaiul  :  and  here  I  wish  I  had  abundant  matter  for 
relation,  in  order  tliat  such  splendid  luminaries  of  the 
country  might  no  longer  be  lost  in  obscurity.  Moreover, 
there  will  perhaps  be  many  in  ditferent  parts  of  England, 
who  may  sa/i  that  they  have  heard  and  read  some  tilings 
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differentljr  related  from  the  mode  in  which  I  have  recoided 

thm  t  but  if  tlie/  judge  candidly,  they  will  not,  on  this 
account,  brand  me  witli  censure :  since,  following  the  strict 
law:*  of  history,  1  have  asserted  nothing  but  what  I  have 
learm  d  either  Iroia  rehitors,  or  writers,  of  veracity.  But  be 
these  matters  as  they  may,  I  especially  congratulate  myself 
on  being,  tlirough  Christ's  assistance,  the  only  person^  or  at 
least  the  first,  who^  since  Bcde,  have  arranged  a  continued 
history  of  the  English.  Should  any  one,  therefore,  ns  I 
already  hear  it  intimated,  undertake,  after  me,  a  work  ot'  a 
wmihir  nature,  hi;  may  be  indebted  to  me  for  having  collected 
materials,  thou^ii  the  selection  Ciom  them  must  depend  upon 
himselil* 

Thus  much  tlien,  my  venorat(  d  lord,  I  have  had  to  relate, 
^  concerning  the  history  of  the  Kngli^nh,  from  their  first  arrival 
in  this  country,  till  the  twentieth  year  of  your  father's  most 

liappy  reign  :  the  remainder  will  occupy  a  separate  volume, 
if  you  cchhIcscl  ikI  a  kiiui  rc^^aul  to  these.  For  when  I  had 
finished  this  work,  after  contemphitiiig  many  characters,  I 
determined  that  it  ought  more  es[)eeialiy  to  be  dedicated  to 
you  :  as,  when  I  examine  others,  I  observe  nobility  in  one  ; 
in  another  military  science ;  in  a  third  learnings  justice  in  a 
fourth ;  but  muniiicencc  in  few  indeed.  Thus,  I  admire 
some  things  in  one,  some  in  another ;  but  in  you  the 
ajxjirejrate  of  all.  For,  if  ever  any  num  was  truly  noble, 
.  •  you  certainly  excel  in  tliat  quality  ;  bein^  descended  iVuui 
i\nl  nH)>t  ^kirious  kings  and  ei\rls,  uiul  rcseiubiui^  tli^-ni  in 
your  disposition.  From  the  Normans,  therefore,  you  derive 
your  military  skill ;  from  the  Flemings  your  personal 
•  elegance ;  from  tlie  French  your  surpassing  munificence. 
Of  your  activity  in  war,  who  can  doubt,  when  your  most 
excellent  father  himself  looks  up  to  it  ?  For  whenever  any 
tunuihs  are  re})()rted  in  Konnaudy,  he  despatches  you  before 
him,  in  order  that,  what  Is  suspicious  may  be  dispelled  by 
your  valour,  and  peace  may  be  restored  by  your  sagacity. 
When  he  returas  to  his  kingdom,  he  brings  you  with  him, 
as  a  safeguard  to  him  abroad,  a  delight  at  home,  and  an 
ornament  every  where. . 

So  devoted  are  you  to  literature,  that  though  distracted  by 

•  He  pniljahly  has  Henry  lluntiiigUon  ia  view,  who  wrote  a  Ilistory  of 
En^lmid  ttliorUy  after  him* 
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saeh  a  mass  of  business,  you.  yet  snatch  some  hours  to 
younel^  for  the  purpose  either  of  reading,  or  of  hearing 
others.   Justly  do  you  regulate,  indeed,  your  exalted  rank 

in  life,  neither  omitting  the  toils  of  war  for  literature,  nor 
contemning   literature,  as  some  do,  for  military  .service 
Here,  also,  the  excess  of  your  Iearnin<:^  tippeara  ;  for,  whiLit 
jou  love  hooks,  you  muniiest  how  deeply  you  have  drunk  of 
the  stream.    For  many  things,  indeed,  are  eagerly  desired 
when  not  possessed,  but  no  person  will  love  philoso[)hy,  who 
shall  not  have  imbibed  it  thoroughly/  The  fame  of  your 
justice  reaches  even  our  parts  $  for  a  false  sentence  has  never 
.bceii  extorted  from  you,  either  by  elevation  of  rank,  or  by 
scantiness  of  fortune.    The  j^erson  who  wi-hes  to  aubvert 
justice,*  finds  in  your  breast  nothing  conducive  to  his  dosi»^n, 
either  by  the  olfering  of  presents,  or  by  the  charm  of  favour. 
Your  munificence  and  disregard  of  money,  is  amply  shown 
by  the  monastery  of  Tewkesbury ;  from  which,  as  I  hear, 
you  not  only  do  not  extort  presents  but  even  return  its 
voluntary  offerings.    You  must  be  well  aware,  how  noble 
such  a  proceeding  is,  more  especially  at  the  present  time ; 
liow  much  it  redounds  to  your  glory  uuioug  men,  liow 
productive  of  the  favour  of  God.    Happy,  then,  according 
to  l^lato,  is  the  republic  whose  ruler  is  a  philosopher,  whose 
sovereign  delights  not  in  gifts.    IMorc  could  I  add  on  such 
subjects,  did  not  tlie  suspicion  of  flattery  on  my  part,  and 
commendable  modesty  on  yours,  restrain  my  tongue.  In 
truth,  my  design  was,  not  to  pass  by  in  silence  the  tilings  I 
have  uttered,  in  order  that,  by  my  agency,  your  worth  might 
reach  posterity ;  and  that  it  may  continue  to  proceed  fi  cuu 
virtue  to  virtue.    I^forcovcr,  it  was  long  since  my  intention, 
at  the  instance  of  certain  ].>ersons,  to  subjoin  to  this  work, 
whatever  I  .  may  deem  of  importance*,  according  to  the 
successive  years :  but  it.  appears  advisable  rather  to  fonn 
another  volume  of  such  matters,  than  to  be  perpetually 
adding  to  that  already  completed.   Nor  can  any  one  say, 
that  I  engage  in  a  superlhious  woil,  if  I  record  the 
transactions  of  the  most  celebrated  aiiion;^  the  kin<ifs  of  his 
titne.    Indeed  my  lowly  condition  is  much  ind(d>ted  to  his 
greatness,  and  will  be  still  more  so,  were  it  for  n6thin«>^  else, 
than  his  being  able  to  pride  himself  on  such  a  sou.*  For, 

*  Terentii  Anilria,  1. 1. 
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whea  he  hid  most  aaspidottslj  begotten,  he  first  comnuiiidad 

yuu  to  be  instructed,  not  superficiajily,  as  plainij  appears  at 
the  present  day,  in  science  ;  he  next  made  you  master  of  a 
most  princely  iortunc  ;  and,  at  thia  inoincnt  he  reposes  lu3 
.paternal  regards  upon  you.  Let  tliia  volume  then|  whatever 
its  merita  or  defects,  be  altogether  dedicated  to  your  fame ; 
in  the  next  my  life  and  my  history  will  terminate  together* 
Farther,  kindly  accept  this  my  ofieriug,  that  I,  whose*  judg* 
uienl  has  not  erred  in  its  chcHce^  may  be  gratified  by  the  good 
.witthes  of  my  puUoa. 
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PEEF  ace; 

ADIMBSItBD  TO  BOBBBT,  SABL  OF  OLOVCBSTBR. 

To  his  most  loving  lord,  Robert,  son  of  king  Henry,  and  carl 
of  Gloucester,  William,  librarian  of  Malraesbury,  wishes, 
after  completing  his  victorious  course  on  earth,  eternal 
triumph  in  heaven.   Many  of  the  transaetions  of  your 
father,  of  glorious  memory,  I  have  not  omitted  to  record, 
both  in  the  fifth  book  of  my  Regal  History,  and  in  those 
three  smaller  volumes,  which  I  have  intituled  Chronicles.* 
Your  higlmess  is  now  desirous  that  those  events  widch, 
through  the  miraculous  power  of  God,  have  taken  phioe  in 
modern  time,  in  England,  sliouid  be  transmitted  to  posterity : 
truly,  like  all  your  other  desires^  a  most  noble  one.  For 
^hat  more  concerns  the  advancement  of  virtue  ;  what  more 
conduces'  to  justice ;  than  to  recognize  the  divine  favour 
towards  good  men,  and  his  vengeance  upon  the  wicked  ? 
What,  too,  can  be  more  grateful,  than  to  commit  to  the  page 
of  history,  the  exploits  of  brave  men,  by  whose  example 
others  n)ay  shake  off  their  indolence,  and  lake  up  anus  in 
defence  of  tlieir  country  ?    As  this  task  is  committed  to  my 
pen,  1  think  the  narrative  will  proceed  with  exacter  order, 
if,  going  back  a  little,  I  trace  the  series  of  years  from  the  • 
return  qf  the  empress  into  £ngland,  after  the  death  of  her 
husband.    First,  therefore,  invoking  the  help  of  God, 
as  is  fitting,  and  purposing  to  write  the  truth,  without 
listening  to  enmity,  or  bacridcing  to  i'avour,  I  bhuli  begm 
as  follows. 

*  Wluit  thcte  wer«  It  nnluiewn,  as  it  is  bclic?ed  there  b  no  MS.  of  thein 
now  to  bo  met  with.  . 
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BOOK  I. 

In  the  twenty-sixth  year  of  Henry  king  of  Englaml,  winch 
was  A.D.  Ik'iny,  ciiifKH)r  of  Germany,  to  ^vilo^l  Ma- 

tilda the  atorosaiil  kin;j;'s  dauL^hter  liad  been  inarrii'd,  dieil* 
ill  the  very  bloom  of  his  lile  and  ol'  his  coiiquo.st.i.    Our  king 
was  at  that  time  residing  ;in  Normandy,  to  quell  whatever 
tumults  might  arise  in  those  parts.    As  soon  as  lie  heard  of 
the  death  of  bis  8on-in*IaW|  lio  recalled,  his  daughter  by 
honouimble  me^^sengers  despatclied  for  that  ))ur[>oso.  The 
empns'*,  as  they  say,  ivtiinied  witli  reluctauct',  a:?  slie  hai! 
b*'i  <  ia*  liubituated  to  the  country  wliieh  was  lier  dowry,  an»l 
had  lar;^e  |K).ss('.s.siond  tlH*re.    It  is  well  known,  that  several 
princes  of  Lorraine  and  Lombartly  cume,  during  sueceeding 
years,  re^ieatedly  into  England,  to  demand  her  as  their  sove- 
mgn  ;  but  they  lost  the  fruit  of  their  labours,  the  king  de- 
hiLHiing,  by  the  marriage  of  his  daughter,  to  procure  ]>eace 
liotweeu  himself  and  tlie  earl  of  Anjou.    lie  was  eertaiidy, 
ill  Lin  t*xtriu>iilinury  degree,  the  greatest  <if  ull  kings  in  the 
nk  luory  either  of  ourselves,  or  of  our  iatiiers  :  and  yet  never- 
theles*s,  he  ever,  in  some  measure,  dreaded  the  jxiwer  of  the 
carls  of  Anjou.    Hence  it  arose,  tiiat  he  broke  otf  and  an- 
nulled th(;  esi>ousals  whieh  William,  his  nephew,  afterwards 
earl  of  Flanders,  was  Kaid  to  be  about  to  contract  with  tiic 
daughter  of  Kulco,  earl  of  Anjou,  who  was  afterwards  king 
of  Jerusalem.    IIen<'e,  t(K>,  it  arose,  that  he  united  a  tlaugh- 
ter  of  the  sauie  earl  to  his  son  \Villiaui,  while  yet  a  sti  ij  ling; 
and  In.'nee  it  wa-,  that  he  married  his  daughter,  ofwlinm  we 

#  began  to  speak,  al|er  la  r  imperial  nuiteh,  to  a  ^on  ut'  the 
same  Fuleo,  as  my  narrative  will  j)roeee(l  to  diselose. 

In  the  twenty-seventh  year  of  his  reign,  in  the  mouth  nf 
September,  king  Henry  came  to  England,  bringing  his 
daughter  with  liim.  But,  at  the  ensuing  Christmas,  con- 
vening a  great  number  of  the  clergy  and  nobility  at  L<iudon, 
he  ga\e  the  eounty  of  Salop  to  his  wife,  the  daughtci  of  the 

•  earl  of  Louvain,  whom  In?  had  married  after  tlie  death  of 

J^latilda.    Di^stressed  tiuit  this  lady  had  no  issue,  and  leariug 

♦  **  The  cmiYcror  H(  nry  V.  died  on  the  23ixl  of  May,  a  n.  1 1  - '» ;  imd  ia 
Si'ptcujhcr,  A.ij.  kini;  Henry  fctunKtl  IVom  '^'uml4lDUy,  viih  tiis 

duuj^JUcr  the  iinprvb^*'— IIaudx'. 
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lest  she  should  be  perpetually  childless,  witli  well-founded 
anxietji  he  turned  his  thoughts  on  a  successor  to  the  king« 
dom.  On  which  sulgecty  having  held  much  previous  and 
longHH>ntinued  deliberationi  he  now  at  this  council  compelled 
nil  the  nobiUty  of  England,  us  well  as  the  bishops  and  abbats» 
to  niuke  oath,  that,  if  lie  should  die  without  male  is.-^up,  thoy 
would,  without  ilehiy  or  hcsiiatiou,  accept  hi:^  ilauj^hter  i\ia-  • 
tiUla,  the  late  empress,  an  their  sovcrciirn  :  cibsorviuf^,  how 
pri'judiciully  to  the  country  late  hud  sniilched  away  his*  son 
Willianii  to  whom  the  kingdom  by  right  had  j>crtained :  an<l, 
that  his  daughter  still  survived,  to  whom  alone  the  legitiuiate 
succession  belonged,  from  her  grandfather,  uncle^  and  father, 
who  were  kings  ;  as  well  as  from  her  maternal  descent  for 
many  ages  back  :  inasmuch  as  from  Egbert,  king  of  the  West 
Saxons,  who  lirst  subdued  or  expelled  the  other  IvlnL'i  of  tlio 
island,  ill  the  year  of  the  incarnation  800,*  tlncMt^li  ii  line  of 
fourteen  kings,  down  to  A.D.  1043,  in  which  king  Edward, 
who  lies  at  Westminster,  was  elevated  to  the  throne,  the  lino 
of  royal  blood  did  uQvcr  fail,  nor  falter  in  the  succeiision.f 
Moreover,  Edward,  the  last,  and  at  the  same  time  the -most 
noble,  of  that  stock,  had  united {  Margaret,  liis  grand-niece 
by  his  brother  Edmund  Ironside,  to  ^lalcolni,  king  of  Scot- 
land, v/hose  duuglitcr  ^liitilda,  as  was  well  known,  was  the 
empress's  mother.  iVll  tlierei'ore,  in  this  council,  who  were 
considered  as  persons  of  any  note,  took  the  oath  :  and  (irst  of 
all  William,  mchbishop  of  Canterbury;  next  the  other  bi* 
ahops,  and  the  abbats  in  like  manner.  The  first  of  the  laity, 
who  sworc^  was  David,  king  of  Scotland,  uncle  of  the  em- 
press ;  tlien  Stephen,  earl  of  Moretoii  and  lloulognr,  nephew 
of  king  llcnry  by  his  sister  Adala  ;  then  Robert,  the  king's 
son,  who  was  burn  to  him  beibre  he  came  to  \\m  throne,  and  * 
whom  he  liad  created  earl  of  Qloucester,§  bestowing  on  him 

•  **  The  union  of  iha  king(l()mH  under  Kglwrt  liid  not  take  place  for 
fieveral  yeare  after  his  acce:istuu  in  U02." — 1Iaui>v. 

f  This  must  be  undcnttood  with  tlio  cxiM*ptioii  of  Canute  and  liin  Buns, 
lictween  Eilnnuid  Ironncte,  and  Edward  the  Confessor, 

X  Here  accniii  a  mistake.  Mai^i^ret  was  given  to  Malcolm  )>y  licr  bro- 
ther Edgar  Athelingi  while  in  exile  in  Scothmd,  aak  1007,  See  the  Saxon 
Chronicle. 

I  "  Robert  w;is  created  carl  of  GlouccHter  in  the  year  111 On  t]ie 
Pipe-roll,  .'J I  Hen.  I.,  this  entry  occura:  '  GUifceeeittrctcire.  Et  cuniiti 
GicEC.  xxii.  uuiuero  prti  parte  fiuii^  (^omitutus.*  IIaeuy. 


L;iLjui^L,u  by 


A  A 1128.]  Of  THE  SUCCESSION. 


483 


in  mafriage  Mabil,  a  noble  and  excellent  woman  ;  a  laJy 
devoted  to  her  liiisbatiily  and  bU  ^sed  in  a  numerous  and  beau- 
tiful oir»pring,  Tliere  was  a  singular  dispute,  as  tliey  relate, 
between  Robert  and  Stephen,  contending  with  rival  virtue^ 
which  of  them  should  take  the  oath  fii*dt ;  one  alleging  the 
priyilego  of  a  son,  the  other  the  iUgnit/  of  a  nephew.  Thus 
all  being  bound  by  fealty  and  by  outlii  they,  at  that  time,  de* 
partetl  to  their  liomea  ;  but  nder  PcntecoAt,  the  kin^  sent  his 
daughter  into  Normandy,  ordering  her  to  be  betrotlied,* 
the  arcld)isliop  of  Kouen,  to  the  sun  of  Fulco  aforesaid,  a 
youth  ol'  high  nobility  und  noted  courage.  Nor  did  lie  him- 
.self  delay  tsetting  sail  for  Nornnnuly,  fur  the-  purpose  of  uni- 
ting them  in  wedlock.  Which  being  completed,  all  deeUired 
prupheticallyi  as  it  were»  that,  after  his  deatli,  they  would 
break  their  plighted  oath.  I  have  frequently  heard  Koger, 
bishop  of  Salisbury,  say,  that  he  was  freed  from  the  oalli  he 
had  takrti  to  the  empress  :  for  that  lie  iuul  sworn  ouiuliiion- 
fllly,  that  the  king  .should  not  marry  iiis  daughter  to  any  one 
out  oi'  the  kingdom  without  his  consent,  or  that  jf  the  rest  of 
tlie  nobility  :  that  none  of  them  advised  the  match,  or  indeed 
knew  of  it,  except  Robert,  earl  of  Gloucester,  and  Brian 
Fitzeount,  and  the  bishop  of  Louviers.  Nor  do  I  relate  this 
merely  because  I  believe  the  assei*tion  of  a  man  who  knew 
how  to  aeeommodate  himself  to  every  varying  time,  as  for- 
tune ordered  it ;  btit,  as  an  historian  of  veracity,  1  write  the 
general  belief  of  the  j)eople. 

The  remaining  years  of  the  life  and  reign  of  Henry,  I 
must  revicnv  brielly,  in  order  that  posterity  may  neither  be 
deiraiided  of  a  knowh'dge  of  these  events,  nor  that  1  may 
seem  to  dwell  on  to]>ics  little  .relevant  to  this  history.  In 
his  twenty-eighth  year,  the  kingf  returned  from  Normandy; 
in  his  twenty-ninth,  a  circumstitnce  occurred  in  England 
^  which  may  seem  surprising  to  our  long-hairetl  gallants,  who, 
forgetting  what  tliey  were  btii'n,  transform  themselves  into 
the  fashion  of  i'einales,  by  thii  lenj^lh  of  their  locks.  A  c(.t- 
tain  English  kuight,  who  prided  hiinself  on  the  luxuriuucy  of 

•  "  The  nuptials  of  Jklatilda  with  Geoffrey  Plantagenet,  aflerwaril>  e;iri 
of  Anjou,  were  celebrated  ia  the  pre:»ence  of  her  father,  ia  Sept.  1 

llAjiny. 

f  "  Henry  com) »fetiil  the  twetity-ei^litli  year  of  liis  rei;»n  the  4th  of 
Aii^i<«t,  ll'in  ;  \n'A  thu  Saxun  Chronicle  plaiuci  ius  return  £ruixi  Nunuiuuijr 
during  the  autuuiu  ui  112U,"— IlAiiiiY. 
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Lis  tresses,  being  stmig  by  conscience  on  th^  subject,  seemed 
to  feel  in  a.  dream  as  though  some  person  strangled  him  with 
his  ringlets.   Awaking  in  a  fright,  he  immediately  cut  off  all 
his  superfluous  hair.    Hie  example -spread  throughout  £ng-  ! 
land  ;  and,  as  recent  ])un!><1imont  ih  apt  to  ailect  the  mind,  I 
almost  all  military  iik-h  allowx-d  their  liiur  to  be  cropped  in  a  ! 
jiroper  manner,  without  reluctnnce.    But  this  decency  was  i 
not  of  long  continuance  ;  for  scarcely  had  a  year  expired,  l 
nre  all  who  thought  themselves  courtly,  relapsed  into  their 
former  vice :  they  vied  witli  women  in  length  of  locks,  and 
-wherever  they  were  defective,  put  on  false  tresses ;  forgetful, 
or  mther  ignorant,  of  the  saying  of  the  apostle,  **  If  a  man 
nurUire  his  liair,  it  i.s  a  sliame  to  liini."* 

In  his  tliirtieth  year,  king  Henry  went  into  Normandy. 
Pope  Tlonorius  dyln^  in  tliis  year,  t!ic  church  of  IJome  wn^ 
agitated  by  great  contentions  alx)Ut  electing  his  succesbor. 
Tlu*rc  were,  ut  that  time^  in  the  city,  two  very  eelubratcd 
cardinals,  Gregory,  deacon  of  8t,  Angelp,  and  f  cter,  cardi- 
nal-priest,  son  of  Leo,  prince  of  the  Komans ;  both  noted  for 
learning,  and  activity,  nor'  could  the  ])eople  easily  discern 
wliicli  of  them  niore  justly  ouiilit  to  elected  by  the  clergy. 
■  The  ]Ku  ty,  liowever,  \vhieh  favoured  Gregory  tool:  the  lead, 
and  ordaining  him  poj)!.*,  called  liim  Innocent.  IMon'over  a 
rumour  was  disseminated  among  the  j)eople,  that  llonorius 
was  still  just  alive,  and  had  commanded  this  to  be  done.  The 
promoters  of  this  choice  were,  \Villiam,  bishop  of  Pra  nesle, 
AlattUew  of  Albano^  Conrad  of  Sabinti,  Jolm  of  Ostia,  Petei: 
of  Crema,  cardinal  of  St.  Chrysogonus,  and  Ilaiiiier  the 
chancellor.  But  the  other  party,  after  llonorius  was  buried, 
at  the  instigation  of  IVter's  brothers,  \.'lio  were  llie  most 
opulent  and  powerful  of  tlie  Homans,  iiavini^  elected  and  con- 
secrated him,  gave  him  the  name  of  Auaelet.  The  chief 
adviser  and  instigator  to  this  ordination  was  IVter,  bishop  of 
Porto,  whose  letter,  if  I  subjoin  it,  will  disclose  the  whole 
controversy ;  although  it  inclines  rather  to  Ainielet. 

•  It  is  very  rtniJirkable  wli.it  excessive  pains  were  eniphiyeil  to  prevail** 
on  the  youii^  men  to  part  with  tlieir  locks.  In  tlie  eounei!  heUl  at  Ldmlt  n 
liy  archbishop  Anscini,  a.d.  IIOJ,  it  in  enaiteil,  that  thos<'  wIh»  haii  long 
liair  iihould  be  cropped,  bo  as  to  bhow  part  of  the  car,  uiul  the  eyc^.  From 
the  apparently  strange  mnnticr  in  which  this  funhion  is  coupled  in  Eilnier, 
^  }K  tWf  iiiiKht  be  led  t«)  iiuH|M>ct,  it  won  siimiethhiK  m(»rctliaii  aicre  ttxiiccii 
which  caused  thb  enactment.  Sec  alao  Orderic,  Vitalia. 
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Peter,  binliop  of  Poi  to,  to  the  four  bishops,  William  of 
Fnpncste,  Mattbpw  of  Albano,  Conrad  of  Sabiria,  John  of 
Ostia.    llow  grea(  ia  the  trlhiilation  of  my  heart  for  you,  lie 
only  know0»  who  knows  all  thin<^3 ;  indeetU  you  would  have 
alnmdy  been  a<!C{uamtcil  with  it,  in  parti  by  my  letter.^  di«l 
not  the  sente^ice  and  tlic  common  authority  of  the  church 
jirohihit.    Of  the  praisi*  or  <li<]>r.u.se  of  tliose  per>(»iis,  con- 
uTuin^  \vh(jn»  varioiH  <lisi'(nu-rs ' an*  at  jirescnt  hchl,  it  is 
nut  of  this  world  to  judj^e:  then?  i.s  who  may  seek  :uul  jiulg**. 
But  if  any      neatly  to  accus(%  one  will  be  n»a<ly,  and  who  is 
•  abio  IkiuiuI,  to  reply;  more  espreially  wlieii  both  in  your  and 
my  fii;riit,  and  in  that  of  the  whole  churchy  each  of  tlicm  ha:i 
lived  di.<<creetly  and  honestly ;  and  luH  hitherto  executed  bid 
olUee  impartially.*    It  rather  coneeras  you  to  abstain  from 
idli!  laiii:ii:i;ze  i  ul  tin*  wurils  of  haste.     If  the  (pK>liuu  he  of 
n  |)(u  t,  t!u'  hn>in*  —  is  far  tlitVerent  from  what  your  h  ttrr-  lo 
iiir  «lv dare,    lu  adchlioii  to  this,  if  you  regard  the  acrount^ 
you  have  published,  and  the  order  of  proeeedin«]f,  with  due 
ritvereuce  be  it  siKikm,  hy  what  liohhiess,  by  what  a,4j*unnK'e, 
do  you  prcsnine  to  call  that  usnr|)ation  of  yours  an  election? 
Why  do  you  call  that  man  of  your:i  ordained,  when  there  • 
was  no  order  whatever  in  his  easi^?    Ilavt?  yon  so  learned  to 
vU-A'i  a  pojjrV    What,  in  a  t  una  r,  in  a  hitld»*n  plact*,  in  dark- 
Jifss,  and  iii  lln^  >1kh1ow  of  dt.'ath?    If  you  were  d* -irons 
that  a  living  slionhi  snee(H  d  to  a  d<*ad  popr,  why  woidd  you 
give  out  that  tlie*  deeca:$ctl  was  still  alive?    It  were  iniidi 
hi  tter,  surely,  to  pay  the  last  sad  oHiees  to  the  dea<l,  and  in 
tliis  manner  provide  for  the- succour  of  the  living:  hut, 
behohl,  whih?  ynu  sec»U  succour  for  the  living  from  the  cle4<lt 
you  destroy  huth  the  living  and  tlkc  dead  :it  the  same  time. 
Lastly,  it  was  neither  your  olliee  nor  muie  to  <'l«*ct;  l»nt 
railu'r  to  refnsi',  or  to  aj^jrove,  whi  n  i  li  ctrd  hy  the  hrdluvn. 
iSinee,  thrndim*,  in  neglrct  of  the  ritual,  t'outempt  of  tlio 
t'^auon,  and  disre«)rard  of  the  very  anuthenitU  franietl  hy  your- 
selves; without  consnltini;  ine,  your  su|M*rior,  or  your  elder 
brethren  and  sn[>eriors,  or  even  i«ummonin<;,  or  waiting  for 
them;  when  you  were  int^xpi-rii  iieiul,  ami  hut  very  few  in 
nundu'r,  yon  have  [n-esnmed  to  do  this ;  yon  must  he  sen* 

lV(Mu  vonr  (►wn  estimation  of  the  ea-e,  tliat  it  nmsl 
eoHMdcicd  void  and  of  no  avail  whatever.    The  Lord,  ln  w- 
evcr,  \Ya6  (juiekly  present  to  us,  and  pointed  out  a  uictlK^ 
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whereby  to  obviate  your  error.  For,  indeed^  your  brethren 
the  cardinals,  who  possess  tlio  chief  power  of  electing,  to- 
gether with  the  whole  clergy,  at  the  request  of  the  people, 
and  with  the  consent  of  the  nobility,  openly,  in  tlie  light  of 
day,  have  unanimously,  and  heartily,  elected  the  noble  car- 
dinal Peter,  as  Roman  pontiff,  b^  the  title  of  Anaelet.  I 
have  witnessed  this  election  c&nomeally  eelebrated ;  and  con- 
firmed  it  by  the  authority  of  God*  The  ehureh  accepts  and 
vcucrutcb  lum;  and,  by  the  grace  of  God,  the  bishops  and 
abbuts,  chief  princes  and  barons,  some  by  themselves,  and 
others  by  their  delegates,  acknowledc^'C  him  in  our  presence. 
The  robbery  and  cruelty  you  mention,  I  do  not  perceive: 
whoever  goes  to  him  for  consultation,  or  on  business,  is 
kindly  received,  and  still  more  kindly  dismissed*  Beturn, 
then,  return  to  your  understanding,  do  not  make  a  scliism  hi 
the  ehureh,  to  the  perdition  of  souls:  do  not  persist  any  far- 
ther; let  the  fear  of  God  possess  you,  not  worldly  shame: 
docs  any  sleep,  will  he  not  add,  that  he  must  rise  again? 
Cease  now  tV()ni  lies,  in  which  the  wicked  put  their  hope. 
The  lord  Tiburtius  hath  testilird  by  oatii,  in  writing,  that  I 
have  deemed  the  deacon  of  St.  Angelo,  the  only  fit  person 
for  the  oifiee  of  pope :  let  liim  look  to  what  hie  hath  said :  I 
have  spoken  nothing  in  secret;  no  person  hath  ever  heanl 
Bueh  a  word  as  this  from  my  mouth*  %Iy  opinion  ahvays 
was,  that  till  the  pope  was  buried  no  mention  should  be 
nia'le  of  his  successor.  I  have  held,  ami  will  hold,  the  unity 
of  the  ehureh;  I  will  be  careful  to  adhere  to  truth  and  jus- 
tice;  couUdently  hoping,  tluit  truth  and  justice  will  set  mc 
free." 

After  this  manner  wrote  the  aforesaid  Peter,  bishop  of 
Porto^  rather  partial  to  Voter,  the  son  of  Leo*  Nor  did  the 
other  party  at  all  give  way ;  but  called  Peter  himself  a  lion's 
whelp,*  and  hii  partizans,  the  leaders  of  a  taction.  And 
they,  indeed,  acte<l  variuu>ly  among  themselves,  under  tlicse 
doubtful  circuni^tanees.  Innocent,  however,  excluded  iVuin 
Kome,  passed  the  Alps  and  went  into  I'rance.  Here  he  was 
immediately  received  by  all  the  churches  on  this  side  the 
mountains;  and  moreover,  even  king  Henry,  who  did  not 
very  well  know  how  to  be  driven  from  an  opinion  ho  had 
once  taken  up,  willingly  acknowledged  him  at  Chartrcs; 
*  An  allui>iou  tu  hib  uame,  which  dignities  a  Uuii* 
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presents  from  Unuicir,  but  ftbo  fifom  the  nobility,  and  'ereii 

tlic  Jews.  Yet  Innocent,  thou*;h  greatly  assisted  hy  the 
kinjr^  ui'  Kagluiul  and  France,  and  the  emperor  of  Germany, 
coal. I  never  enjoy  jHiuee  mo  long  as  Auixclet  occupied  tlie  >ee 
of  Uunie.  However,  Anaelet  hiniselt*  dyin«;  in  the  eighth 
year  oi*  his  usur^^etl  papacy,  us  it  waa  called,  Innocent  enjoya 
the  pupal  dignity  unmolested  to  the  present  time.* 

In  tlie  tliirty-iirst  year  of  hia  reign,  king  Heniy  returned 
to  England.  The  empress,  too,  in  the  slamo  year,  arrived  on 
her  native  soil,  and  a  full  meeting  of  the  nobility  being  held 
at  Northampton,  the  oath  of  iid^lity  to  her  w;is  renewed  by 
gueli  as  liiid  already  sworn,  and  nho  taken  by  such  as 
hitlu  rlo  had  not.  lu  the  .-^ame  yearf  Lewis,  king  of  Fninot*, 
growing  aged  and  unwieldy  through  extreme  corpuk»ncy, 
coininunded  Ids  son  to  be  crowned  as  successor  to  the  king-* 
duin;  who  dying  soon  after  by  the  fall  of  his  horse,  he 
caused  another  of  his  sons  to  be  consecrated  king,  by  the 
hands  of  the  Roman  pontiff.  He,  as  they  relate,  not  d^^ 
nerating  from  the  ancient  valour  of  the  French,  hath  al-^o 
acquired  AquiliUii,  as  the  marriage  portion  of  his  wift% 
which^  it  is  well  known,  the  kings  of  France  have  never  held 
iu  their  own  right  since  Lewis,  son  of  Charles  tlie  Great, 

In  tiic  thirty-tirstl  [second]  year  of  king  Henry,  a  ilread- 
ful  murrain  among  domestic  animals  extended  over  the 
whole  of  England.  Entire  herds  of  s^vine  suddenly  ]>e*. 
rislicd;  whole  stalls  of  oxen  were  swept  oif  in  a  moment: 
tlie  same  contagion  continued  in  the  following  years,  so  tliat 
no  village  throughout  the  kingdom  was  free  from  this  ca- 
himit y,  or  able  to  exult  at  t!ie  losses  of  its  ncighlHDurs.  At 
this  time,  too,  tlie  conti  ntiun  between  JJernard,  bishop  of  St. 
David*s,  and  Urban,  of  Landaif,  on  the  rights  of  their  dio- 
ceses, which  Urban  liad  illegally  usurped,  was  finally  put  to 

•  Pofic  Itmoccnt  died  a.i>.  11  IIJ. 

"t*  **  I'hilippo,  eMost  mn  of  l^uuis  VI,  was  consecrated  by  command  of 
hiis  lather  on  tlie  1  iili  April,  11'29 ;  but  meetiiv^  with  an  accidental  death 
on  the  i:Uii  UctDhcr,  lUl,  ihe  kinj?,  twelve  days  afterwards,  caused  hij 
second  boh,  Louis,  to  be  crowned  at  ilheiuia  by  the  Uonuui  poutitf,  Inao- 
cciit  H/'—- IUrdt. 

t  Both  the  printed  copy  and  the  MSS.,  which  Imve  been  consulted,  read 
here  tnc^simo  prinio,  *  thirty-first,*  [1131]  ;  bat  it  should  be  the  tlliity* 
second,  1  U2^See  lien.  Ilimt. 
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rest.  For,  after  bein^  agitated  by  so  many  appeals  to  tlio 
court  of  Home,  so  many  expensive  journeys,  so  many  debates 
of  lawyers,  lor  a  number  of  years,  it  was  at  last  terminated, 
or  ratlier  cut  short,  by  tlie  death  of  Urban  at  Rome.  The 
pope  also,  weigldng.  the  equity  of  the  ease,  did  justice  to  the 
piety  and  right  of  the  bishop  of  St.  David's  by  a  suitable, 
judgment  In  tlie  same  year  WilUomy  archbishop  of  Can- 
terbury, personally  obtained  the  legation  of  England,  through  . 
the  indulgence  of  the  sec  of  Kome. 

The  day  after  the  thirty-second*  year  of  hi:4  reign  was 
r()in[)let(Hl,  Henry,  on  the  nunt':^  of  August,  the  very  day  on 
which  he  had  formerly  been  crowned  at  Westminster,  set  sail 
tor  Nonn:nidy.  This  was  the  last,  the  fatal  voyage  of  liis 
reign.  The  providence  of  God»  at  that  tini(%  lx»re  refereitce 
in  a  wonderful  manner  to  human  atfairs:  for  instance,  that 
he  should  embark,  never  to  return  alive,  on  that  day  on 
whicli  he  had  originally  Ijecn  crowned,  so  long  and  prosper- 
ously to  reign.  It  wa^^  tl^eii,  as  I  have  said,  the  nones  of 
August;  ami,  on  the  fourth  day  of  the  week,  tlie  elenicnts. 
manifested  tlicir  sorrow  at  this  great  man's  last  departure. 
For  tlie  sun  on  that  day,  fat  the  sixth  hour,  shrouded  his 
glQrioui»  face,  as  the  poets  say,  in  hideous  darkness,  agitating 
the  hearts  of  men  by  an  eclipse:  and  on  the  sixtli  day  of  the 
week,  early  in  the  morning,  there  was  so  great  an  earth- 
*[uake,  tliat  the  ground  a[>peared  absolutely  lo  ^ink  down; 
a  liorrid  sound  being  lirst  heard  from  Iveneath  the  surl'aee. 
During  the  eclipse  I  saw  stars  around  the  sun:  and,  at  the 
time  of  the  cartii([uake,  the  wall  of  the  house  in  wiiich  I  was 
fitting  was  lifted  up  by  two  shocks,  and  settled  again  with 
a  third.    The  king,  therefore,  continued  in  Normandy  for  . 

•  **  Malmcshury  b^ciiiM  to  Imve  coumuUetl  two  ovcrsiglits  here.  lU'nry 
went  to  Normaiuly  for  the  last  time  on  the  tliird  before  the  uouci  of  Au- 
gust, (that  is,  tliird,  instead  of  fifth),  A.n.  1133.  This  is  evident  from  the 
cciip«c  he  mentkma^  which  took  place  on  that  day,  ais  well  U9  from  Ihe  tvs- 
tuiiony  of  the  contimiator  of  Florence  of  Worce.ster,  a  content |M>riiry 
uriter," — Simrpf:.  "  A!thoui;h  all  t!ic  MSS.  rcail  *  tricc:imio  Mcundo,* 
yet  it  is  evident,  from  the  coritcxt,  that  it  hhould  be  *  trici  .>inio  tcrtio  ;'  the 
completion  of  ilenr)''s  thirty-third  rc^-nal  year  bein^  on  the  Uh  of  AiiL;ust, 
1  \  ThU,  and  other  ])assi«,'cs  s\\n\v,  that  Ma!mcshur}'  reckone<l  llemy 's 
rei>^n  to  ct^mmence  on  tlic  '>th  of  Au;,u^t,  the  day  of  hi-i  consc'cration,  and 
not  on  the  '2nd  of  that  month,  the  <lay  of  liis  hrothn's  iK  atli." — -IIaudy. 

•f-  !•  Tlie  eclipse  of  the  sun  took  place  uu  liie  -ad  of  Auj^ust,  liJJ,  ut 

mId-da/«"— llARor« 


uiyiiized  by  Google 


MSm)  IXIATD  or  BEKBY  U  489 

the  space  of  threie*  whole  jeank,  and  ao  mucli  longer,  as  from 
the  noiiea  of  August,  on  wliich  day,  as  has  been  aaidy  he 
cmssi'il  tlic  sea,  to  the  kalends  of  December,  on  wluch  niglit 

lie  di»'«l.    l)uuljtk'»ly  he  jKriormeil  iiuiny  things  worthy  t>f 
recovil  while  in  iSiurniandy,  but  it  was  my  desip^n  to  omit 
wUulcver  did  not  coiue  uutiieuticated  to  my  kiiuwh  tlge. 
Divers  exi)Cctaiions  of  hia  return  to  England  were  oil  frud-^ 
tratcd,  by  ^nic  adverse  fate,  or  by  the  will  of  God. 

He  retired,  then,  thirty*five  years,  and  from  the- nones  of 
Au<]^ii!it  to  tlio  kalends  of  Decendier,  that  is,  four,  months, 
wanting  four  days.  Kupiged  in  huntiu;;  at  Lihun,  lie  was 
takni  sudili  iily  ill.  111^  iii:ihi<ly  iucreii^iag,  he  sunimoiied  to 
Iiliii,  iIii;io,  whiuii,  irom  }»riur  ut'  Lewes,  lie  had  made  abbat 
ui  Kcading,  and  afterwards  archbislio[i  oi'  Kuuen,  who  was 
jif:>tly  iadebteil  to  him  and  hi$  heirs  for  sueh  great  favoiird. 
The  re|K>it  of  \iin  siekness  quickly  gathered  the  nobility 
aix>uiid  him.  llobert,  too,  his  sou,  the  earl  of  Gloucester, 
was  presi  i\t ;  who,  (v%m\  his  unblemished  fidelity  and  match- 
h '^s  virtue,  has  deserved  to  be  e^[)roially  ^lgnalized  through- 
out all  agi's.  llfing  iiitt  rrui/atcil  liy  these  persons,  as  to  his 
successor,  he  awardnl  all  his  teniiuri(*s,  on  either  2>ide  oi*  the 
8ea,  to  his  daughter,  in  legitimate  and  perpetual  succession  ; 
being  somewhat  dis[)leascd  witli  her  husband,  as  he  had  ins- 
tated him  both  by  threats  and  by  certain  injuries.  ila\ing 
possetl  the  seventh  day  of  his  sickness,  he  yielded  to  nature 
about  midnight.  I  waive  describing  liis  magnanimous  charac- 
ter in  this  place,  as  I  have  hei  n  dilluse  upon  it  in  the  li ft li 
htx»k  of  my  Ivegal  History.  Li  how  Christiana  manner  he 
departed,  the  Ibl lowing  epistle  of  the  aforesaid  archbishop  of 
IJoui'u,  will  ti'stify. 

*'  his  lord  and  fatl\cr,  pope  Innocent,  duo  obedience 
from  his  servant,  Hugo,  priest  of  Rouen.  I  have  deemed  it 
pro^Kjr  to  write  to  your  fatherly  aiTection  concerning  the  king 
my  master,  never  to  be  ivmembered  but  with  grief:  for, 
being  seized  with  sudileu  siekne-^s:,  he  wi.-^hed  i'ur  me  to  eon - 
sole  his  .sill]  rings,  ami  -nit  iii<  ^engi  is  as  soon  as  j)os>ibh^ 
for  that  purpose.  I  went,  aiid  passed  three  melancholy  days 
with  him.  Agreeably  to  my  suggestion,  he  conlessiHl  liis 
sbis,  he  beat  his  breast,  and  he  laid  aside  all  his  anim<»sities. 
Tiirough  the  grace  of  God,  and  through  our  advice  and  that  * 
*  Fmau  wtuit  luu  hem  naid  abwvc  (lu«  tihuttia  be  two. 
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af  the  bishops,  ho  promised  to  attend  to  the  amendment  of  • 
his  life.  Under  this  promise,  according  to  our  office,  on  the 
tliird  day,  and  thnn*.  dnys  successively,  we  gave  liim  uIkhoIu- 
tion.  lie  devoutly  adored  the  cross  of  our  Lord,  received 
hb  body  and  blood  ;  be;stowod  his  alms  tiius  ;  saying,  '  Let 
mj  debts  be  paid,  let  the  wages*  and  stipends  wluch  I  owe 
be  disefaargedy  let  the  remainder  be  distributed  to  the  poor.' 
I  wish  they  who  held,  and  do  hold,  his  treasures  had  done 
thus.  At  last  T  earnestly  stated  to  him  our  duty  concerning 
the  uru  ti(ja  of  the  sick,  which  the  church  udupt^ed  iVoui  the 
apo.stlii  St.  James,  aiwl,  at  liis  own  devout  request,  I  inioiiitud  • 
him  with  holy  oil*  Thus  he  rested  in  peace  ;  and  may  God 
grant  him  the  peace  lu^  loved."  These  circumstances  relating 
to  the  fiiith  of  Icing  Ilenry  when  dying,  were  truly  attested 
by  the  aforesaid  archbishop  of  Rouen. 

The  body,  royally  attended  and  borne  by  the  nobility  in 
turn,  was  brought  tu  Kuuen  ;  where,  in  a  certain  retired  part 
ot*  the  principal  church,  it  was  enibowelled,  lest,  through 
time,  becoming  putrid,  it  should  offeiul  the  sensi  s  of  thoso 
who  approachcHl  it.  The  intestines  were  buried  in  tlie 
monastery  of  St.  Mary  des  Vreas,  ^^^ar  tlie  city,  which,  as  I 
heart  he  had  honoured  with  no  mean  presents,  as  it  had  been 
begun  by  his  mother.  His  body  was  kept  at  Caen,  till  the 
season,  wlueh  was  then  very  boisterous,  became  more  tran- 
quil. In  the  meantime,  Stephua  carl  of  ^loreton  and 
logne,  nephew  of  king  Ilenry,  as  I  have  before  said,  u  hi>, 
after  the  king  of  Scotland,  was  the  first  layman  that  luul 
sworn  lldL'Uty  to  the  euqu'ess,  hastened  hid  return  into  Eng- 
land by  Whitsand.  The  empress,  from  certain  causes^  as 
well  as  her  brother,  Robert  earl  of  Gloucester,  and  almost  all  * 
tlie  nobility,  delayed  returning  to  the  kingdom.  However, 
some  castles  in  Normandy,  the  principal  of  which  was  Dan- 
frunt,  espoused  the  party  of  the  heiress.  jNIoreovcr,  it  is 
well  known,  that,  on  the  day  on  '\vlnch  Stephen  disembarktHl 
in  Kiiglund,  there  was,  very  eoiiy  in  the  moriung,  contrary 

«  ^  Liberatlonet,"  Bigniflea,  sometimes,  what  wo  now  call  livcril^s,  that  k 
gftmicntii;  soiiR'timcs  niMiuy  ;tt  ntatctl  pfri<Kl>i,  or,  as  wc  should  say,  wa^cs  t 
it  is  hrre  rendered  in  the  latter  sense,  as  hvin**  ^Iistinct  from  "  solidata*,'* 
pay  or  stipends.  Perhaps  it  was  intended  to  di.stiii*;ui-ih  two  orile's  of  per- 
sons hy  this  bequest;  tturviuits  and  aoldiera  ;  otlierwisc  it  may  mcim  ^«ir- 
menu  mid  tva^c^i. 
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to  the  iiature  of  winter  in  these  countnes,  a  terrible  peal  of 
tKundeTi  *wtth  mortt  dreadful  lightniiifi^,  so  tliat  the  world 
feemed  well-nigh  about  16  be  dissolved.    He  was  received} 
however,  as  king,  by  the  people  of  London  and  of  Winchei* 
ter,  and  gained  over  also  lioger  bishop  of  Salisbury,  and  ' 
William  Pont  de  I/Arche,  the  keepers  ot*  the  royul  trea.«rtires. 
Yet,  not  to  conceal  the  ti  iitli  fruiu  posterity,  ull  his  attempts 
would  havij  been  vain,  hud  not  his  brother,  Ileiiry  bishop  of  | 
Wiuehester,  who  is  now  legate  of  the  papal  see  in  Knglaad, 
granted  hini  his  entire  BUX>port :  allured  indeed  by  the  fullest 
expe(*tation  that  Stephen  would  foUov'  the  example  of  his  - 
grandfather  William  in  the  management  of  the  ldngdoiii»  | 
and  more  especially  in  the  strictness  of  eeclesiasticAl  dis*  ; 
cipliue.    In  eons<*quenee,  when  Stephen  was  Ixmiul  hy  the 
rigorous  uuth  which  William  archbishop  of  Caiiteibury  ie« 
quired  from  him,  concerrdng  restoring  and  preserving  the  i 
liberty  of  the  churchy  the  bishop  of  Winchester  became  liis 
pledge  atid  surety.    The  written  tenor  of  tills  oath,  I  sliail 
be  careful  licrcaftcr  to  insert  in  its  proper  place*  I 

Stephen,  tliereforCf  was  crowned  king  of  England  on  Saa- 
day  the  eleventh*  before  the  kalends  of  January,  the  twenty^ 
s<K'o»id  day  after  the  decease  of  liis  uuele,  auuo  l)on\  1135, 
ill  the  proi'iiee  of  three  bishops,  that  is,  the  arehbiihoj),  aud 
tliose  of  NViiiehe^ter  aud  Sali>)>m  y  ;  but  there  were  noahbats, 
aud  scarcely  any  of  the  nobility.  11c  was  a  man  of  activity, 
but  imprudent :  strenuous  in  war ;  of  great  mind  in  attempt* 
ing  works  of  dilUculty ;  mild  and  compassionate  to  his  eoe- 
mieSy  aud  affable  to  alK  Kind,  as  far  as  promise  went ;  but 
sure  to  di8api)oint  in  its  truth  and  execution.  Whence  he 
soon  uiierwards  neglected  the  advice  of  his  hruthur,  lu  triencleil 
by  whose  a.s>i.>5tauee,  as  1  have  .^aid,  he  had  supplautcii 
adver;iarics  and  obtained  the  kingdom. 

In  the  year  of  our  Lonl  1135,  on  tlie  prevalence  of  ^rentier 
galeS|  the  body  of  king  Henry  was,  immediately  after  Christ- 
mas, put  on  sliip-board,  and  brought  to  England ;  and,  in 
tlie  presence  of  his  successor  in  the  kingdom,  was  buried  at 
tlie  monast(*ry  of  Keading,  whieli  he  had  liberally  endowed, 
imd  iilled  wuh  an  order  of  monks  of  singular  piety.  Shortly 
after,  a  little  before  Xicnt,  king  Stephen  went  into  Nortlium- 

*    The  niajnrity  ofconteiuporary  writers  sliito  that  Stephen's  corooatiot 
took  phico  on  the  2Uth  liuccmbcn**— >liAaiiY*  * 
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berlandy  tliat  he  might  have  a  conference  with  David  king  of 
Scotland^  who  was  m\A  to  entertain  hostile  sentiments  towards 
him.  Froiu  Duvid  he  readily  obtaineil  what  lui  wLslicd ; 
beeuuric,  being  Hoi'tenccl  by  the  natural  geiitlene^.'^  of  his 
manners,  or  by  the  approach  of  ohl  age,  he  willingly  em- 
bniccil  the  trau(|uillity  of  ]»eacey  mil  or  pre  ten  ibid. 

In  the  same  year,  ai'tcr  Easter^  Robert  carl  of  Gloucester^ 
of  whose  prudence  Stephen  chiefly  stood  in  awe,  came  to 
England*  Wliile  he  was  yet  resident  .in  Normandy,  he  had 
hio.st  earnestly  considered,  what  lino  of  conduct  he  sliould 
determine  upon  in  the  present  state  of  alTaii\s,  If  l^e  1k»- 
canic  .subject  to  StephcMi,  it  seemed  contrary  to  the  oatfi  he** 
had  sworn  to  his  sister;  if  he  opposed  him,  he  saw  that  he 
could  jiotliing  benefit  lier  or  his  nephews,  thongli  he  must 
grievously  injure  himself*  For  the  king,  as  I  said  before, 
Imd  an  immense  treasure,  which  his  uncle  had  been  accu- 
rauhiting  for  many  years.  Ilis  coin,  and  that  of  the  Iwst 
quality,*  was  estimated  at  a  hundred  th(jus:md  jfOiuuL-i; 
be.^idi'S  which,  there  were  vessels  of  irold  and  silver,  i>( 
great  weight,  and  int  stiniuble  valui',  eolU  etid  by  tin*  mag- 
iiilleence  of  preceding  kings,  and  chieily  by  Heiuy.f  A 
man  possessed  of  sucli  boundless  treasures,  could  not  want , 
supporters,  more  esjiecially  as  ho  was  profuse,  and,  what  by 
no  means  becomes  a  prince,  even  prodigal/  Soldiers  of  all 
kinds,  and  light-armed  troops,  werii  flocking  to  him,  chioHy 
from  I  hinders  an^l  lii  iit.iny.  These  wvvii  a  most  rapacious 
and  violent  race  of  men:  who  made  no  sernple  to  violate 
cburch-yards,^  or  rob  a  church.    Moreover,  not  oidy  wouhl 

*  ^  The  author  of  the  Dlalogus  do  Scaccstrio  Rtatcs  that  dir  bome  time 
niter  the  Norfnun  coiiqucat  there  was  very  littio  money  in  HiK'ciu  in  (he 
rentin,  and  that,  until  the  reign  of  Henry  the  First,  all  tvt\U  ami  iUrais 
due  to  the  kin;?  were  rendered  in  provisions  and  necess:irieH  for  his  huusi'- 
lu»M  ;  but  Henry  I  ordered  the  payments  lo  be  nuule  in  money  :  they 
were  conse^'pKMitly  made  *a(l  scahua/  ami  *a<!  pensnm;*  nunu'ro,*  or 
by  tale;  an«l  *  per  coinbu^tinncni,*  or  nu'ltiii;.^  which  laltrr  moih'  wai 
tidopud  to  prevent  payment  bcin;^  niatlu  in  4lcl).iM'il  money;  licnce  pcrliaps 
'U  was  t!iat  llcnry'a  n»oney  was  of  the  be.st  (piaiity." — llAUiiV. 

t  The  progress  of  flume  of  Henrys  treasure  U  curicnis.  Theuhuld,  earl 
of  10loiH»  gave  many  jewels,  whieh  had  been  hentoweil  on  him  hy  SCe|ihen, 
his  brother*  to  certain  ahlieys,  ami  theiie  again  sold  thein  for  four  hundred 
pounds  to  Suger,  ahliiit  of  St.  Denis.  Henry,  Su^^er  observes,  to  have 
.  them  set  in  most  mognifieeni  drinking  veHseUi  Suger,  up.  Duchesne,  t.  iv, 
p.  345. 

J  Church-yards  were,  by  the  canons,  privileged,  so  that  potsont  in  tur* 
bulenl  timet  conveyed  their  property  tliither  for  seeurity. 
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tliey  drag  men  of  the  reUgious  order  flrom  thenr  hones,  but  : 
idso  make  them  eaptiVe :  and  titis  was  done  not  merely  by 

IbrfijfritT?,  but  cv'tMi  by  the  native  Boldiers,  who  liiul  aU- 
Iiornd  the  tranquillity  of  king  Henry's  time,  because  it 
huhjccii'd  thiMii  to  a  Wi'c  ot*  ]»ovc*rty.  All  these  most  readily 
re^ortcil  to  thu  pnuce  wlium  they  could  cu&ily  incUae  tu  , 
their  pur|K)Si  .H,  pusliin;;  their  Ibitune  at  the  expense  of  the 
people.  Stephen,  indeed,  before  he  etluie  to  the  tlirone, 
fmm  hitf  conipluecucy  of  manuen,  and  readinc^js  to  joke, 
ami  sit,  and  regale,  even  with  low  pcoiile,  had  gained  » 
unicli  on  thfir  alU'etions,  n*^  in  hardly  to  he  eoncelvcd :  iiud 
uln  iidy  liad  all  the  nobility  ol'  Eu^rhuul  willingly  ;ukau\v- 
h  d;4ed  hiiii.  Tlie  most  prudent  earl  thereiure  wub  exlienuly  | 
de:Hrou4  to  convince  them  of  their  luisconduet,  and  I'ccull 
tlieui  to  wiser  sentiments  by  his  i)re>euec;  for,  to  opp'^e 
Stephen*!)  power,  he  was  unable,  from  the  causes  afoix'Mud: 
imleed  he  had  not  the  liberty  of  coming  to  Englmid,  uiiWs 
up|K*aring  as  a  partaker  of  their  iwolt,  he  dissembled  fur 
a  tiiiie  his  MM'n»t  intentions.  He  did  honiaire  to  the  kiiiir, 
tliereiore,  unilrr  a  certain  condition ;  namely,  iso  K»ni;  lit* 
hliouKl  ]>r(*-erve  his  rank  entire,  and  maintain  his  en;i!i;;c- 
nients  to  him ;  for  having  long  .since  ^ierutini/.ed  Stepbcii'i 
di.s)>osition,  he  foresaw  the  iiji.stability  of  his  i'aith. 

In  the  mma  year,  Hoon  after  the  earFs  ariival,  the  bii(lio|» 
H\voi*e  fidelity  to  the  king,  ^*tso  long  as  he  should  nuiintaia 
the  liberty  of  the  church,  and  the  vigour  of  its  diseiiiline.** 
Il4j  himself  also  .swore  accoiding  to  the  tenor  oi  liic 
•lowing  instruuient. 

**  I  iSte[ihen,  by  the  grace  of  God,  eleetcd  king  of  Kiij4iand 
by  the  eonsent  tlie  elergy  an<l  of  the  people,  and  coiwc- 
crated  by  the  lord  William,  aivhbishop  of  Canterbury  siul 
legate  of  the  holy  Uoman  church,  and  afterwards  couiiniied. 
by  Innocent,  poix;  of  tlie  holy  Itoman  see,  through  rc^^jiccl 
anil  love  towards  God,  tlo  grant  the  holy  ehurch  io  he  fix^e, 
and  eonluni  to  it  all  due  reverence.  1  jaonn^e  thai  I  will 
neither  tlo  any  thing  siinoniacally,  nor  permit  it  to  be  dum*, 
in  the  church,  or  in  matters  eecle^iastieal.  The  jurisidicticMi 
and  power  over  beneficed  clergy,  and  over  all  |jen«ons  in 
orders,  and  their  proiicrty,  and*  the  distribution  of  eflbcts  of 
ecclesiastics,  I  admit  to  be  in  the  luitkds  of  the  bi$ho|>^  and 
confinn  it  so  to  be.   I  grant  and  api>oint,  that  the  iuuutt*  | 
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nities  of  the  ehuTeheSy  confirmed  by  their  charters^  and  their 
customs  observed  from  ancient  usage,  do  remain  inyiolate. 

All  the  possessions  of  tlie  churches,  uiitl  the  tenures  which 
they  held  during  the  lite,  and  at  the  death  ol'  luy  j^raiid- 
father  king  William,  I  grant  to  them  free,  and  discliarged 
from  the  claim  of  all  parties :  but  if  the  chureh  shall  here- 
after elaim  any  tiling  held,  or  possessed,  before  the  death  of 
the  king,  of  whieh  it  is  now  deprived,  I  reserve  such  matter 
for  discussion,  or  restitution  at  my  will  and  pleasure.  More- 
over,  whatever,  since  that  kin«^*.s  death,  has  heca  obtained 
by  the  liberality  ut'  kin«^s,  or  the  ^^il't  of  princes ;  by  olicr- 
in^%  or  purchase,  or  by  any  exchange  of  tiie  iaithful,  1  con- 
firm. I  pledge  myself  to  keep  peace,  and  do  jn:itice  to  all, 
and  to  preserve  them  to  niy  utmost  ability,  1  reserve  tu 
myself  the  forests  which  king  William,  my  grandfather,  and 
William  the  Second,  my  uncle,  have  made  and  possessed :  all ' 
the  rest  which  king  Henry  added,  I  «:^ive  and  giant,  without 
molofltation,  to  the  churches,  and  the  kin<rtluiiL  And  if  any  • 
bi.-^huj)  or  abhat,  or  other  ecclesiastical  ]K'ison,  sliall  have 
severally  distributed*  his  property  before  his  death,  or  ap- 
pointed such  distribution,  I  allow  it  to  remain  trood:  but  if 
he  shall  have  been  suddenly  seized  by  death,  bi^ure  making 
a  disposition,  let  the  said  distribution  be  made,  at  the  dis** 
crction  of  the  church,  for  the  repose  of  his  soul.  More* 
over,  when  the  sees  shall  be  vucuut,  kt  both  them,  and  their 
whole  possessions,  be  cumniitted  into  tlie  liands  and  custody 
of  the  clergy,  or  of  lawful  nicn  <ji  the  same  church,  until  a* 
pastor  be  canonically  appointed.  I  entirely  do  away  all 
esactions,  mischeningas,f  and  injustices,  whether  illegally 

•  It  had  been  the  practice  to  sei/t^,  to  ihc  kiD^'s        wlmtever  proju-rty  • 
ecclesiastics  left  heliind  them.    Henry  of  1  luntini^ilon  relates,  thrit  on  tlie 
death  of  Gilbert  the  Univcrs;it,  bishop  of  Lomloii,  \v)io  was  roniarkahle  Inr 
his  avarice,  aU       effectH»nml  umonir  the  rest,  his  l>oins  cr.iuuuetl  vvitii  ^uld . 
and  silver,  were  conveyed  to  the  exehenuer.   An;;lia  Saeni,  ii.  G.'/H.  S«>me- 
limes,  even  wlmt  had  heen  distrihutetl  on  a  death-hed,  was  reeiainied  for 
■  the  king.   Vide  G.  Ncub.  3,  5«     This  pnictico  of  Bcbing  the  property  of 
ecctesiaatics  at  their  death  acetnt  ftubiiec|uently  to  have  flcttled  down  into  a 
claim  on  the  part  of  the  king  of  the  cup  and  p:dfrcy  of  a  deceased  bishop, 
prior,  and  abbat  See  ltot«  ClauB*  30  I  icn.  1 11,  m.  17,  in  donio*" — IIardv, 
■  i*  Itaeems  to  have  been  a  vexutioits  f  riL  imposed  on  litigants  when,  in 
their  ptetidings,  thev  varied  from  their  declaration.    Murder  is  sometimeii 
taken  in  its  present  aecepUition ;  H^>nu>tinies  it  nn  aiis  a  certain  tine  levied 
oa  the  inhabitanUt  wlicro  murder  had  lK*eu  committed. 
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introduced  hj  the  Bheriffis  or  snj  one  else.   I  wiQ  obsenre 
the  good  and  ancient  law%  and  just  eufitoms,  in  murden, 
*  pleob,  and  other  eau^  and  I  command  and  ni^point  tlicm  to 

lie  i^o  obsc  r\(  il.    Duae  at  Oxibrd,  A.D,  1136,  in  the  iirst 
year  of  my  i  t  i^nu* 

The  imiac:i  of  the  witnesses,  who  wei*e  numerous,  I  dis- 
*  dain  to  ]>articularize,  liecause  he  as  basely  perverted  almost 
every  thing,  as  if  he  had  sworn  only  that  he  might  manifest 
himself  a  violator  of  his  oath  to  the  whole  kinp^dom.  This 
easy  man  must  pardoti  me  for  spoakinfi^  the  truth ;  who,  Imil 
he  entered  on  the  sovereiffnty  lawiiiUy,  and  ]iut  iriven  a 
rtady  ear  to  the  insimmtions  oi'  the  nuilevoknt  in  the  ad- 
miinstrution  of  it,  wouhl  have  wanted  little  in  any  prinoely 
quality.  Under  him,  therefore,  the  treasures  of  several 
ehurehes  were  pillaged,  and  their  landed  possessions  piven 
to  laymen ;  the  ehurehes  of  the  clei^gy  were  sold  to  foreign- 
ers;  the  bishops  made  eaptive,  or  forced  to  alienate  their 
property  ;  'the  abfieys  j^iven  to  iniprofjer  pcr<»on^  either 
through  the  inHncnce  of  triend<!iip,  or  lor  the  di-clmnjo  ot* 
deli!<.  Siil!  I  tliiidi  i>ueh  t ran>:ictions  are  ncjt  so  imu-h  tu  1  < 
iLscii  1)1**1  tu  liiai  as  to  h\i^  advisers;  who  persuaded  liini,  that, 
he  ou<j^ht  nevei'  to  want  money,  so  long  as  the  mouasteried 
were  stored  with  treasure. 

In  the  year  of  our  Lord  1137,  in  the  beginning  of  Lent, 
the  king  crossed  the  sea.  The  carl,  too,  having  thoroughlj 
flounde<1,  and  diseovoroil  the  inclinations  of  sni-h  as  lie  knetr  . 
to  Ix*  tenacious  of  their  pli^^hted  oath,  and  ai  landed  what  he 
coiiiH  ived  proper  to  l>e  done  afterwards,  liiinself  embarke<l 
on  Easter-day,  and  prosperously  reaehed  the  continent.  2vut 
long  after,  he  had  very  nearly  experienced  the  nudij^nity  of 
adverse  fortune:  for  the  kinj^  endeavoured  to  intercept  him 
by  treachery,  at  the  instij^ation  of  one  William  de  Iprcs. 
The  earl,  however,  informed  of  it  by  one  of  the  accom* 
Jilices,  avoided  the  snare  prejjjircd  for  him,  an«l  absented 
liinisc  ir  liDiii  the  palaci*,  whither  he  was  repeatedly  luvilnl, 
f«ir  several  days.  Tlie  kiii'j,  trouMed  at  liavin«;  jJU<HL<.h»l 
S(»  little  by  Ins  artifices,  and  thinking  to  elfeet  his  desiga  by 
euiuiing,  endeavoured,  by  a  serene  countenance  and  unre- 
quired confession,  to  extenuate  the  enormity  of  his  crime. 
He  ,  swore,  in  words  framed  at  the  earFs  pleasure,  new 
again  to  give  countenance  to  such  an  outrage :  and  still  more 
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to  reoorer  Us  good  graee%  he  confirmed  his  oath,  by  Ilugo^' 
archbishop  of  Rouen,  giving  his  hand  to  Bobert.  Tliis  ha 
did,  it  U  true ;  but  he  never  bestowed  hia  unreserved  friend- 

ship  on  that  man,  of  wIkasc  power  lic  was  ever  apjireliensive. 
Thuf^,  in  his  presence  lie  would  pl<'a.santly  and  allnlily  ealU 
liim  "earl:"  when  lie  was  absent,  h  i  would  vilify  him,  and 
would  deprive  him,  clandestinely,  of  such  portions  of  his 
estates  as  he  was 'able,  llobert,  too,  artfully  eluding  Lid 
duplicity,  disguised  his  feelings,  and  aUo>ving  tlie  king  to 
depai't  peaceably  to  his  kingdom^  continued  in  Nomiandy, 
intent  on  his  own  concerns.  Where /ore  while  Stephen, 
perplexed  by  many  conimotions  in  l^^iighukd,  and  first  at- 
taekiug  one,  and  then  another,  justly  verified,  what  was 
said  of  Ishmael,  "  That  tlic  hands  of  all  were  against  him, 
and  his  hand  against  all,"  Robert  passed  that  whole  year 
in  Normandy  in  perfect  quiet  The  king  pointedly,  as  it  is 
reported,  used  frequently  to  say  of  ids  rebeltious  sulijeets,  ^ 
**  Since  they  have  elected  mo  king,  why  do  they  desert  me  ? 
By  the  birth  of  God,  I  will  never  be  ealU'd  a  laHeii  king  T' 
llobert,  placed,  as  it  were,  on  an  eminence,  watched  the 
event  of  circumstane(»?5,  and  earnestly  revohc*!  how  he 
might  escape,  belbre  God  and  man,  the  imputation  of  faki* 
fying  the  oath  he  had  sworn  to  his  sister. 

In  the  year  of  our  Lord  1138,  England  was  shaken  with 
intestine  commotions*  For  many  i)ei*sons,  emboldened  to 
illegal  acts,  eitlier  by  nobility  of  descent  or  by  ambition,  or 
iMthcr  by  unbridled  heat  of  youth,  were  not  ashamed,  some 
to  ilciitaiid  castles,  others  estates,  and  iinK'nl  whtitever  came  , 
into  their  fancy,  from  the  kin^.  When  iie  delayed  eomidying 
with  their  recpiests,  alleging  the  dismemberment  of  his  king- 
dom, or  tliat  others  would  make  similar  claims,  or  were 
already  in  possession  of  them ;  they,  becoming  enraged  im-  ' 
mediately,  fortified  their  castles  against  him,  and  drove  away  • 
large  booties  from  his  lands.  Nor,  indeed,  was  his  spirit  at 
all  broken  by  the  revolt  of  any,  but  attacking  them  su<hlenly 
in  different  places,  he  always  concluded  matters  more  to  his 
own  disadvantage  than  to  theirs  ;  for,  after  many  great  but 
fruitless  labours,  he  gained  from  them,  by  the  grant  of  honours 
or  castles,  a  peace,  feigned  only  for  a  time,  lie  created  Uke- 
wise  many  earls,*  where  there  had  been  none  before,  appro- 

^  Earls,  till  this  time,  liad  apparently  been  oHicial;  each  liawti^'  cliurgc  ^ 
•  ■ 
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propriating  to  them  possesdons  and  vents,  wUck  nghtfallj 
belonged  to  the  erown.  They  w^re  the  more  greedy  in  ask* 
ing,  and  he  the  more  profuse  in  giying,  because  a  rumour 
was  pervading  Kni^hmil,  that  Robert  earl  of  Gloucester,  who 
was  in  Normandy,  would  shortly  espouse  the  cause  of  his 
sistor,  after  first  renouncing  his  fealty  to  tlie  king.  This 
report  was  in  fact  well-founded  :  for  shortly  after  Pentecost, 
despatching  some  of  his  people  to  Stephen  from  Normandj, 
he,  according  to  ancient  usage,  renounced  his  fealty  and 
friendship,  and  disannulled  his  homage  ;  assigning  as  a  just 
reason  for  so  doing,  that  the  king  had  illegally  aspired  to  the 
kin«:ilum,  and  neglected  his  plighted  faith  to  him,  not  to  say 
Mhsulutely  hclifd  it  :  and,  moreover,  that  he  himself  had 
acted  contrary  to  law  ;  who,  after  the  oath  sworn  to  his 
sister,  had  not  blushed  to  do  homnge  to  another,  during  her 
lifetime.  Doubtless  also  his  mind  was  biassed  by  the 
answers  of  many  ecclesiastics^  whom  he  had  consulted  upon 
the  suhject ;  who  declared  that  he  could  hy  no  means  pass 
the  ])resent  life  without  ignominy,  nor  deserve  the  happiness 
of  the  next,  if  he  violated  tlie  oath  made  to  paternal  atiection. 
In  addition  to  tliis,  he  c*ontemplatcd  the  tenor  of  the  papal 
dcci'ce,  commanding  obedience  to  the  oath  taken  in  the  pre* 
sence  of  liis  father  :  a  copy  of  which  decree  I  sliall  lie  care* 
ful  to  give  in  my  next  liook.  Robert,  who  had  imbibed 
knowlcMlge  by  a  copious  draught  from  the  fount  of  science, 
\sas  aware  thuL  lhe.se  thini]^s  would  be  of  prcat  advantage  to 
him  In  ri  after.  Hut  tlu'  kin^',  indignant  at  the  spirit  of  the 
earl,  deprived  him,  as  far  a.s  he  was  able,  of  all  his  [Missei-sionn 
in  England  ;  and  levelled  some  of  his  castles  to  the  ground* 
Bristol  alone  remained,  which  not  only  expelled  the  enemy, 
but  even  harassed  the  king  by  frequent  incursions.  But  aa 
it  may  suflicc  to  have  brought  the  first  book  of  modem  his- 
tory, from  the  return  of  the  em[)ress  to  her  father  after  the 
death  of  her  husband,  to  this  pt»riod,  I  shall  now  begin  the 
second,  from  the  year  in  whieli  this  heroine  came  toKnglund, 
to  assert  her  right  against  Stephen. 

ol  a  county,  iind  receiving  tcriaiii  eniohiments  therefrom :  but  tin  created 
by  Stcj»ben,  bccni  toliave  liveti  uttin  miTcly  titulary,  with  cndowmcnUout  of 
the  dcmeisiica  of  the  crown.  Uob.  Montensis  calls  these*  pi'moiui  Pteudo- 
( Somites,  inmginoiy  oarln,  and  olwcrvi'ii  that  Stephen  had  completely  im* 
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In  the  year  1189,  the  venom  of  malice,  which  had  long  been  • 

nurtured  in  tlic  bre4i.st  of  Stephen,  at  length  openly  burst 
forth.  Rumour»  were  prevalent  in  Enghind,  that  earl 
Ilobert  was  on  the  very  eve  of  coming  from  Normandy  with 
his  ."lister  :  and,  when  under  such  au  expectation^  many  persons 
revolted  from  the  king,  not  only  in  inclination  but  in  deed, 
he  airenge4  himself  for  this  iojury,  at  the  cost  of  numbers. 
He,  also,  contrary  to  the  royal  characteri  seized  many  at 
oourt^  through  mere  suspicion  of  hostility  to  him,  and  obligi^d 
them  to  surrender  their  castles,  and  accede  to  any  con- 
ditions he  prescribed.  There  were,  at  that  time,  two  very 
powerful  bishops,  in  England,  Roger  of  Salisbury,  and  hi^ 
fraternal  nephew,  Alexander  of  Lincoln.  Alexander  had 
*  built  the  castle  of  Newai*k,  as  he  said,  for  the  defence  and 
dignity  of  the  bishopric  Rogeri  who  wished,  to  manifest  Ids 
magnificence  by  building,  had  erected  extensive  castles  at 
Sherburne,  and  more  e?ipeciaUy  at  Devizes.  At  Malmesbnry, 
even  in  the  church-yard,  and  scarcely  a  stone's  throw  from  the 
principal  church,  he  hadbe^un  a  castle.  He  had  gotten  into 
his  custody  the  castle  of  Salisbury,  which  being  royal  pro- 
perty,  he  had  obtained  from  king  Henry,  and  surrounded 
with  a  wall.  Some  powerful  laymen,  hurt  at  the  probability 
of  being  surpassed  by  the  clergy,  in  extent  of  riches  and 
liKignitude  of  their  towns,  took  oll'cnce  at  this,  and  fostered 
the  latent  a\  ound  of  envy  iu  thtnr  bosoms.  Wlierefore  they 
poured  forth  tlieir  imagined  grievances  to  the  kin^^;  oh-erv- 
ing,  that  tlic  bishops,  regardless  of  their  order,  Avere  mud  for 
erecting  castles:  that  none  could  doubt,  but  that  they  were 
designed  for  the  overthrow  of  the  king  ;  for,  as  soon  as  the 
empress  should  arrive,  they  would,  induced  doubtless  by 
the  recollection  of  her  father's  kindness  to  them,  iinmerli- 
ately  greet  their  sovereign  with  the  surrender  of  tlitir 
forti-esses:  tliuti  therefore  they  ought  to  be  prevented, 

poverislu'd  the  crown  )>y  \m  Ubemlitics  to  tlu-ni.  Ih  riry  ihc  Sccnn«^  liow- 
evf?r,  vn  being  firmly  uc-uted  on  tlie  throne,  recalled  their  gruuU  ui  crowu 
iiuida,  and  expelled  them  the  kingdom* 
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i&d  compelled  te  give  up  their  atrong  holds  i  otkoiriae  tbe 

king  would  repent  too  latCi  when  he  saw  in  the  power  of  the 
enemy,  tliut  which,  Lad  he  been  wise,  he  might  have  applied  | 
to  hU  own  pur|)oije.    Such  were  the  frequent  insinuations  of  i 
the  nobility.    Tlie  king,  though  fur  too  partial  to  them,  for 
some  time  pretended  not  to  listen  to  what  gratified  his  ear  so 
much  ;  aiisuaging  the  bitterness  of  delay,  either  by  his  respect 
for  the  piety  of  tiie  bishops,  or,  as  i  rather  think,  finom  appre*  I 
hension  of  the  oclium  he  might  ineur,  by  seising  their  castles.  | 
Finally,  he  only  postponed  tlie  execution  of  what  the  nobles 
]i\u\  ui  jjTcd  him  to,  till  an  opi)ortunity  presented  itseli'  for  his  ! 
puipubc  ;  which  was  m  follows.  ! 

A  great  a.s^iemMy  of  the  nobles  being  held  at  Oxford  aixiut 
the  eighth  before  the  kalends  of  J uly,  tlie  prelates  above-men-  ; 
tioned  also  repaired  thither.  The  bishop  of  Salisbury  set  i 
out  on  this  expedition  with  great  reluctanee ;  for  I  heard 
him  speaking  to  the  following  purport :  "By  my  lady  St 
Mary,  I  know  not  why,  but  my  heart  revolts  at  this  journey: 
ihi^  i  am  sure  of,  that  1  .shall  be  of  much  the  >saine  service  at 
court,  as  a  ibal  is  in  battle  thus  did  his  mind  furbode  i 
luture  evils.  Here,  as  though  fortune  would  seem  subser- 
vient to  tbe  king's  wishes,  a  (luarrel  arose  between  the  ser- 
vants of  the  bishops  and  those  of  Alan,  earl  of  Brittany, 
about  a  right  to  quarters,  which  had  a  melancholy  termina* 
tion  ;  as  the  bishop  of  Salisbury's  retainers,  then  sitting  at 
tnble,  left  their  meal  unilnished  and  rushed  to  the  contest 
Al  iirst,  tliey  contended  with  reproaches,  afterwards  with 
s\\  (»rds.  The  di)nu\sties  of  Alan  were  put  to  llight,  and  las 
.  nephew  nearly  killed  :  nor  was  the  victory  gained  without  , 
bloodshed  on  the  bisliopa  side  ;  fur  many  were  wounded,  and 
one  knight*  even  slain.  The  king,  eagerly  seizing  the  op* 
portuuity,  ordered  the  bishops  to  be  convened  by  his  old 
instigators,  that  they  niiglit  make  satisfaction  to  liis  court,  ss 
their  p(*ople  had  infringed  his  peace :  that  tliis  satisfaction 
slioulil  be,  the  delivery  of  the  keys  of  their  castles,  us  pltcl^^'S 
of  thrir  lidelity.  Thuu^di  prepared  to  make  eouiin  n-ation, 
they  hesitated  at  the  surrender  of  their  fortresses ;  aud  ia  j 

•  Tile  terjii  "miles'*  is  very  ambiguous:  sometime:^  it  iri  u  kni};hl; 
iiomctinics  a  tnioj)fr ;  buiiu'tiiius  a  M)!tlier  j^oniTally.    In  later  times  it  sic-  ; 
nificd  iilniiist  uiwavs  a  knii^ht ;  batia  Maliacabary,  il  ttixma  mo&tl)  iiliunc- 
nion,  probably  of  the  higher  order. 
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consequence,  lest  they  should  depart,  he  ordered  them  into 
dose  confinement.  He  therefore  conducted  bishop  "Eioger^ 
unfettered,  but  the  chancellor,  the  nephew,  or  as  it  was  re«* 
ported,  more  than  the  nephew,*  of  the  bishop,  in  chains,  to 
Devizes;  a  castle^  erected  at  great  and  almost  incalculable - 

.  expense,  not,  as  the  prelate  himself  used  to  say,  for  the  orna- 
laeiit,  but  as  tlie  real  fact  is,  to  the  detriment  of  the  church. 

.  At  the  first  summons,  the  castles  of  Salisbury,  Sherborne, 
and  Malmesbury  were  yielded  to  the  king.  Devizes  also 
surrendered  at  the  end  of  three  days,  after  the  bishop  had 

.  voluntarily  enjoined  himself  abstinence  from  all  food,  that,  by 
his  personal  sufferings^  he  might  subdue  the  spirit  of  the 
bishop  of  Ely,  who  had  taken  possession  f  of  it  Nor  did  the 
bishop  of  Lincoln  act  more  perseveringly  ;  for  he  purchased 
his  rty  by  the  surrcader  of  his  castles  of  Newark  aud 
Slea  ford. 

This  transaction  of  the  king's  gave  rise  to  the  expression 
of  many  diifercnt  opinions.    Some  observed,  that  the  bishops 
were  justly  dispossessed  of  their  castles,  as  they  had  built  ^ 
them  in  opposition  to  the  injunction  of  the  canons*:  they 
ought  to  be  gliid  preachers  of  }Mnice,  not  builders  of  houses 
which  might  be  a  refuge  for  the  contrivers  of  evil.  Such 
was  the  doctrine  enforced  with  ampler  reasons  and  dl^cuiirses, 
by  Hugo,  archbishop  of  Rouen  :  as  far  as  his  eloquence  ex- 
tended, the  strenuous  champion  of  the  king.    Others  took 
the  opposite  side  of  the  question.    This  party  was  espoused 
by  Henry,  bishop  of  Winchester,  legate  of  England  from  thei 
papal  see,  and  brother  to  king  Stephen,  as  I  have  said  before, 
whom  no  fraternal  affection,  no  fear  of  danger,  could  turn 
aside  from  the  path  of  truth.    He  spake  to  this  effect :  "  If 
the  bishops  had  in  anything  overpansed  the  bounds  of  justice, 
the  judging  them  did  not  pertain  to  the  king,  but  to  the  ec- 
clesiastical canons :  that  they  ought  not  to  be  deprived  of 
any  possession  but  by  a  i>ul)lic  ami  ecclesiastical  council : 
that  the  king  had  not  acted  from  zealous  regard  to  right,  but 

•  **llo;;er,  the  chancellor  of  England,  was  the  aoii  ot'  Roger,  biahup  of 
Satisljur)',  hy  Maiul  of  li;imiiburv,  his  couculjine.'* — IIakdy. 

•f*  The  author  of  the  *G«ita  Stephani,"  mya,  the  kin^j  ordered  both  W- 
•hopji  to  be  kept  without  food,  and  threatened,  moreover,  to  han^  the  son 
of  bishop  Roger.   GcHt.  Stephani,  044.   The  eontmuator  of  Flor.  Wigom.  . 
ttdda,  that  one  was  confined  in  the  crib  of  an  ox*lodge^  the  other  in  a  vile 

boveU       1  ^'^^  ^  ' 
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with  a  view  to  his  own  advantage ;  as  bo  had  not  reatored 
the  eastlee  to  the  churches  at  whose  expense^  and  on  whose 
land  they  were  bnilt,  but  had  delivered  thein  to  hiymeny  and 

tho^e  by  nu  iucau:i  uf  rcligioas  clmracter."  Though  the  le- 
gate made  thc^e  declarations  not  only  privately,  but  publicly 
uLso  before  the  kin*;,  and  urged  him  to  the  liberation  and 
restitution  of  the  bi^hop^  ye^'  beiag  entiirel/  dUn^arded,  be 
lust  lua  labour..  In  consequence,  deeming  it  proper  to  resort 
to  canonical  power,  he  summoned  liis  brother,  without  delay, 
to  be  present  at  a  council  he  intended  to  hold  at  Winchester, 
00  the  fourth  before  the  kalends  of  September. 

On  the'ap[)ointed  day,  almost  all  the  bishops  of  England, 
With  Theobald,  arehbishop  of  Canterbury,  who  had  succeeded 
WilHani,  eame  to  Winehester.  Thurstan,  archliisbop  of  York, 
excused  Idm^iielf,  on  account  of  the  malady  with  which  he 
was  ;dliicted  ;  for  he  was  so  enfeebled,  as  to  be  hai*dly  able 
to  guide  his  steps :  the  others  apologized  for  their  absence^ 
by  letter,  on  account  of  the  war.   The  bull  of  pope  Innocent 
was  first  read  in  the  council,  whereby,  even  from  the  kalends 
of  Mareh,  if  I  rightly  remember,  lie  had  enjoined  the  ad- 
nnni>t ration  of  his  anxious  charge  to  the  loi  il  bishop  of  Win- 
chester, as  legate  in  England.    This  was  recei\  ed  with  much 
good-will,  as  .the  bisliop  had  shown  his  forbearanee  by  the 
lapse  of  time,  and  had  .not  proclaimed  lumself  legate  with 
pi*eeipitate  vanity.    Next  followed,  in  the  council,  his  ad- 
dres:5,  in  the  Latin  tongue,  directed  to  the  learned,  on  the 
disgraceful  detention  of  the  bishops  :    of  wliom  the  bishop 
of  Salisbury  had  been  m  izud  in  a  chamber  of  the  palace, 
J.iiKoln  in  bis  lodgings,  a  ad  Ely,  fearing  a  similar  treatment, 
had  escaped  the  calauiity  by  a  hasty  retreat  to  Devizes 
he  observed,     that  it  waii  a  dreadful  crime,  that  the  king 
.should  be  bo  Led  away  by  sinister  persons,  as  to  have  ordered 
violent  hands  to  be  laid  on  his  subjects,  more  especially  bi« 
shops,  in  the  security  of  his  coui*t :  that,  to  the  king's  dis- 
grace was  to  be  aihled  the  olfi  nec  against' God,  in  desiwiling 
tiiC  churclies  of  tin  ir  possessions,  under  pretext  of  the  crimi- 
nality of  the  prelates:  that,  the  king's  outrage  against  the 
law  (>f  God,  was  nmtter  of  sucli  pain  to  him,  that  he  had 
rather  himself  suffer  grievous  injury,  both  in  person  and 
property,  than  have  the  episcopal  dignity  so  basely  humili- 
ated ;  moreover,  that  the  king,  being  rejicatedly  admoni:9bcd 
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to  amend  his  fiiull^  had,  at  lasti  not  refused  that  the  eooncil 
should  be  sammoned ':  that  therefore,  the  archbishop- and  the 
rest  should  deliberate  what  was  proper  to  be  done ;  and  he  * 

would  liot  be  wanting  to  execute  the  sentence  of  the  council, 
either  through  re<^ard  to  the  fricndsliip  of  the  king,  who  was 
hU  hrotlier,  or  loss  of  property,  or  even  danger  of  life.** 

\Vhen  he  liad  gradually  expatiated  on  these  matters,  the 
king,  not  distrusting  his  cause^  sent  certain  *  earls  into  the 
couiuril  to  demand  wherefore  he  was  suniinoned«  Tiio  legate 
briefly  replied,  **that,  when  he  recollected  he  was  in  subjec- 
tion to  tlie  iiiith  of  Christ,  he  ought  not  .to  be  displeased,  IC^ 
when  guilty  of  a  crime,  sucli  as  the  present  age  had  never 
witnessed,  he  was  rctpuit d,  by  the  ministers  of  Christ,  to 
make  satisfaction  :  that  it  was  tlie  act  of  heathen  nations  to 
imprison  bishops,  and  divest  them  oi'  their  })ossessions  :  that 
they  should  teU  his  brother,  therefore,  that  if  he  would  deign 
a  patient  assent  to  his  advice,  he  would  give  him  such,  by 
the  authority  of  God,  as  neither  the  church  of  Rome,  nor  the 
French  king*s  court,  nor  even  earl  Theobald,  their  common 
brut  he] ,  a  man  of  surpassing  sense  and  piety,  con  Id  reason- 
ably oppose  ;  but  such  as  they  on«:^ht  favourably  to  embrace: 
tliat,  at  present,  tlie  king  would  act  advisedly,  if  he  would 
either  account  for  his  conduct,  or  submit  to  canonical  judg* 
ment :  it  was,  moreover,  a  debt  he  owed,  to  favour  the 
church,  by  whose  fostering  care,  not  by  military  force,  be 
had  been  promoted  to  the  kingdom.**  The  earls  retiring  after 
this  speech,  returned  shortly  with  an  answer  prepared.  They  • 
wciii  aeeompaiiied  by  one  Alberie  dc  Ver,  a  man  deeply 
versed  ia  legal  nirairs.  ITo  related  the  king's  answer,  and 
ag*rravated  as  much  as  possible  the  case  of  bisliop  Roger,  for 
bisiiiop  Alexander  had  departed  ;  but  this  lie  did  with  moile* 
ration,  and  without  using  opprobrious  language,  though  some 
of  the  earls,  standing  by,  repeatedly  interrupted  his  harangue 
by  casting  repnmches  on  the  bishop. 

The  sum  of  what  Alberie  had  to  allege,  was  as  follows: 
"That  bishop  Roger  had  greatly  injured  king  Stephen  ;  tliat 
he  seldom  came  to  court,  but  his  people,  i)resunung  on  liis 
power,  excited  tumults ;  that  they  had,  frequently  at  other 

*  It  has  hefoie  heen  related  thai  Stephen  macle  many  carli,  where  thcro 
had  been  natie  before  i  these  teem  the  persons  intended  by  Malmesburj 
ill  many  placet,  when  speaking  ot  aome  of  the  king*s  adherents. 
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places  tnd  werj  latdy  «t  OiSbrd,  attacked  the  tttendantii, 

and  even  the  very  nephew  of  curl  Alnn,  as  well  a3  the  ser* 
vants  of  Ilervey  dc  Lyons,  a  man  of  such  hiph  nobility,  and 
BO  extremely  haujjhiy,  tliat  he  had  never  xleignt  d  to  v\At 
England  though  king  Henry  had  invited  hiih ;  that  the  in- 
jury,  therefore,  of  such  violence  having  been  offered  hiiD| 
doubly  recoiled  on  king  Stephen,  through  respect  to  wbom 
be  bad  come  hither ;  that  the  bishop  of  Lincoln  had  been 
the  author  of  the  tumult  excited  by  his  followers  from  an* 
cient  enmity  to  Alan ;  that  the  bishop  of  Suliisbury  secretly 
favoured  the  king's  enemies,  though  he  disguised  his  subtlety 
for  the  moment ;  that  the  king  had  discovered  this  beyond 
all  doubt,  from  many  circumstances,  more  especially,  how* 
ever,  from  the  said  bishop*s  having  refused  permission  to 
Koger  de  Mortimer  with  the  king's  soldiers  whom  he  was 
conducting,  when  under  the  greatest  apprehensions  from  the 
f^rridon  of  Bristol,  to  continue  even  a  single  night  at 
AIahlu•^bu^y ;  that  it  was  in  every  person's  mouth,  that,  as 
Hion  as  the  emprei^s  .should  arrive,  he  would  join  her  party, 
witli  his  nephews  and  their  castles;  that  Koger,  in  con.^- 
quence,  was  made  captive,  not  ns  a  bishop  but  as  the  king's 
servant  who  luul  administered  liis  aifairs  and  received  his 
wages ;  that  the  khig  had  not  taken  their  castles  by  violence^ 
but  that  both  bishops  had  surrendered  them  voluntanly  to 
escape  the  punishment  due  to  the  disturbance  they  had  ex- 
cited in  tlie  euiiitj  that  the  kinpf  had  found  some  trifling 
sums  of  money  in  the  castles  whieii  must  lawfully  bilonir  to 
liiinself,  as  bishop  Koger  had  collected  it  from  tlie  revonuti 
of  the  exchequer  in  the  times  of  his  uncle  and  predecessor 
king  Henry;  that  the  bishop  iiad  readily  relinquishetl  tliifl 
money  as  well  as  the  castles  through  consciousness  of  bis 
oirences,  of  which  the  king  did  not  want  for  witnesses; 
that,  therefore,  he  was  willing  that  the  conditions  entered 
into  by  himself  and  the  bi>hops  should  remain  in  iurcc." 

It  was  rejoined  by  ])ishop  Koger,  in  opposition  to  the 
speech  of  Albcric,  that  he  had  never  been  the  minister  of 
king  Stephen ;  nor  had  he  received  his  wages.  This  spirited 
man,  too,  who  blushed  at  being  cast  down  by  adversity, 
threatened,  tliat  if  he  could  not  have  justice  for  the  property 
which  had  been  wrested  from  him,  in  that  council,  he  would 
seek  it  in  the  audience  of  a  higher  court.     The  legate 
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mildlj,  as  nmtif  observed  that  every  allegation  against  tlie 

bishops  ought  to  be  made  and  the  truth  of  it  inquired  into 
in  an  ecclesiastical  court,  before  passing  sentence,  contrary 
to  the  canons,  on  innocent  persons;  that  the  king  ought 
therefore  to  do  as  was  incumbent  in  civil  courts,  that  is^ 
're-invest  the  bishops  witli  their  own  property,  otherwise^ 
being  disseized,  by  the  law  of  nations,  they  will  not  plead. 

lUlany  arguments  of  this  kind  being  used  on  both  sides, 
the  cause,  at  the  king's  request,  was  adjourned  to  the  next 
day;  then,  on  the  morrow,  prolonged  btill  a  day  faither  till 
the  arrival  of  the  archbishop  of  Rouen. 

When  he  came,  while  all  wure  uuxious  to  hear  what  he 
had  to  allege,  he  said  he  was  willing  to  allow  the  bishops 
their  castles  if  they  could  prove  by  the  canons  that  they 
ought  justly  to  possess  them ;  but  as  they  were  not  able  to  do 
this  it  was  the  height  of  impudence  to  contend  against  the 
canons.  "  And  admitting,**  said  he,  that  it  be  just  for 
them  to  possess  castles,  yet  most  assuredly,  as  the  limes  are 
eventful,  all  cliiets,  after  the  custom  of  other  nations,  ought 
to  deliver  up  the  keys  of  their  fortifications  to  the  will  of  tiie 
king,  who  is  bound  to  wage  war  for  the  common  security,'*  ♦ 
Thus  the  whole  plea  of  the  bishops  was  shaken :  for,  either 
according  to  the  decrees  of  tlie  canons,  it  was  unjust  for 
them  to  have  castles,  or,  if  that  were  allowed  by  the  king's 
indulgence,  they  ought  to  yield.to  the  emergency  of  the  times,  . 
and  give  up  the  keys. 

To  this,  the  aforesaid  pleader  Albeiic  added  that  it  had 
been  signified  to  the  king  that  the  bishops  muttered  among 
themselves,  and  had  even  made  preparation  for  some  of  their  • 
party  to  proceed  to  Rome  against  him.    ^*  And  this,**  said  he,  ' 

the  king  advises  that  none  of  you  presume  to  do ;  for  if  any 
per^on  si  mil  go  from  England  to  an  y  ]>lace,  in  uppositiuu  to 
liiin  and  to  the  dignity  of  his  kingdom,  perhaps  his  return 
juay  not  be  so  easy.  ^loreover,  he,  as  lie  sees  himself 
aggrieved,  of  his  own  accord  summons  you  to  Rome«'*  When 
the  king  had  sent  such  a  message,  partly  advising  and  psirtly 
threatening,  it  was  perceived  what  was  his  design.  In  con* 
sequence  the  council  broke  up,  ns  he  would  not  submit  to 
canonical  censure;  and  the  bishops  dt^emed  it  uuadvi^alde  to 
enforce  it  against  liim  for  two  reasons:  iirst,  because  it  was 
a  rash  act  to  excommuuicatc  the  king  without  the  knowledge  . 
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^  tha  pope  I  ieoondlji  because  thsj  mideratoocl^  or  scMme  of 
theoi  even  mw^  that  •words  were  un^heatlied  around  tliem* 
^  The  contention  was  no  longer  of  mere  words,  but  nearly  for 

lite  and  lor  blood.  The  legate  and  the  archbishop  blill,  liow- 
cver,  were  aiixiou>ly  observant  of  their  duty.  They  humbly 
prostrated  llieiuseivcs  before  the  kin«;  in  his  chamber,  en- 
trcatiu;;  him  to  take  pity  on  the  church,  imd  to  consider  Ids 
soul  and  his  reputation,  and  that  be  would  not  sulFer  a  schism 
to  be  umde  between  the  empire  and  the  priesthood*  Although 
he  in  some  measure  removed  the  odium  of  his  former  con* 
duct,  by  condescendingly  rising  to  them,  yet,  prevented 
by  ill  udvicc,  he  curried  none  oi'  his  lair  pruiuidcs  iiito 
elicct. 

The  council  broke  up  on  the  kalends  of  September ;  and 
oa  the  day  previous  to  the  kalends  of  October,  earl  Robert, 

^  having  at  length  surmounted  every  cause  of  delay,  arrived 
witli  the  empress  Ids  sister  in  England,  relying  on  the  pro- 
tection of  God  and  the  observance  <^  his  lawful  oath ;  but 
witli  ;i  imieh  smaller  niililary  foi^ce  than  any  otlier  person 
wuiikl  liiiN  e  re(|uired  lor  so  perilous  an  e!iter|>rise ;  tor  he 
hud  not  with  him,  at  tliat  time,  more  than  one  hundred  and 
Ibrty  horsemen.  My  assertion  is  supported  by  persons  of 
veracity ;  and  did  it  not  look  like  flattery,  I  would,  say  that 
he  was  not  inferior  to  Julius  Cassar,  at  least  in  resolution^ 
whom  Livy*  relates  to  have  had  but  five  cohorts  when  he 
bepjau  the  civil  war,  with  which  Ik;  attacked  the  world; 
thouijh  the  eom[)aiibua  between  Julius  and  lu>bert  is  invidi« 
0U8.  For  Julius,  an  alien  tu  the  true  faitli,  reposed  hi.i  liope 
on  his  good  fortune,  as  he  used  to  say,  and  the  valour  of  las 
legions;  liobert,  celebrated  for  Christian  piety,  relied  only  on 
the  assistance  of  the  Holy  Spirit  and  the  lady  Sf.  Mary.  The 
former  had  purtizans  in  Gaul,  in  part  of  Germany,  and  Brit* 
tany,  and  had  attached  to  him  by  means  of  presents  all  the 
lioiiiau  people  with  the  exception  of  the  senate;  the  lattrr, 

^  bating  a  very  few  who  regarded  their  plighted  oath,  fuiuul 
the  nobility  in  England  either  opiuisiug  or  atfording  hiui  no 
assistance.  He  landed,  then,  at  Arundel,  and  for  a  time  de« 
livei*ed  his  sister  into  the  safe  keeping,  as  lie  supposed,  of 
her  mother-in-law,  whom  Henry,  as  I  have  before  related, 

•  It  would  sccni  from  this  passiigc  that  he  badiieen  Liv^*  ia  a  wore  com* 
plctc  btatg  tlmu  it  cxidt:i  ut  picacat. 
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had  taken  to  bed  on  the  death  of  the  empresses  mother.' 
Himaelf  proceeded  through  the  hoatile  country  to  Bristol,  ac* 
companied,  as  I  have  heard,  by  scarcely  twelve  horsemen. 
And  was  joined  in  the  midst  of  his  journey  by  Brian  Fits- 
Count  of  Wallingfonl.  Nor  wius  it  long  ere  ho  Iciirned  that 
his  sister  had  quitted  Arundel ;  for  her  mother-in-hiw, 
t]iron<:^h  female  inconstancy,  had  broken  the  faith  she  had 
repeatedly  pledged  by  messa^^es  sent  into  Normandy.  The 
earl,  therefore,  committed  the  empress  to  Henry  bishop  of 
Winchester  and  Waleran  earl  of  Mellent  for  safe  conduct,  a 
favour  liever  denied  to  the  most  inveterate  enemy  by  honour* 
able  soldiers.  Waleran,  indeed,  declined  goin*^  farther  than 
Cahie,  but  the  bishi^p  coiUimied  hia  route.  The  earl,  there- 
fore, quickly  collecting  his  troops,  came  to  the  boundary 
appointed  by  the  king,  and  placed  his  sister  in  safe  quarter-i 
ftt  Bristol.  She  was  afterwards  nnjcivcd  into  Gloucester  by 
l^lilo,  who  lield  the  castle  of  that  city  under  the  earl  in  the 
time  of  king  Henry,  doing  him  homage  and  swearing  iidelity 
.  to  him;  for  this  is  the  chief  city  of  his  county. 

On  the  nones  of  Octob(»r  one  Robert  Fitz-IIubert,  a  savage 
barbarian,  by  nij^ht  clandestinely  enterinp^  the  castle  of 
^lalinr.lniry,   which  bisliop  Ilocliester   had  inauspiciously 
foundinl,  and  bnniing  the  town,  boasted  of  the  deed,  as  though 
he  had  gained  a  great  triumph.    But,  within  a  fortnight,  hi^ 
joy  was  at  an  end,  being  put  to  flight  by  the  king,  Stephen, 
in  the  meantime,  commanded  possession  to  be  kept  of  the 
csistle,  until,  on  the  restoration  of  peace,  it  might  be  destroyed. 
Tlic  king,  moreover,  before  he  came  to  ^lulinesbury,  had 
occupied,  and  placed  a  p^arrisou  in  a  small  fortress  talK'J 
Ceriiey,  belougin;^  to  the  aforesaid  Milo.    In  consequence, 
tluuking  he  should  be  equally  successful  elsewhere,  as  at  that 
«  place  and  at  Malmesbury,  he  assailed  a  castle  called  Trow* 
.  bridge,  belonging  to  Humphrey  de  Bohun,  who  was  of  the 
^mpress*s  party,  but  he  departed  without  success. 

Tlif;  whole  country  then  around  Gloucenter  to  tliC  extremity 
of  Wales,  partly  by  force,  and  partly  by  i'uvuur,  in  thi^  course 
of  tlie  remaining  months  of  that  year,  gradually  es])oused  the 
party  of  their  sovereign  the  empress.  The  owners  of  ccrUun 
castles,  securing  themselves  within  their  fastnesses,  waite<l 
the  issue  of  events.  The  city  of  Hereford  was  taken  without 
cliiBculty ;  and  a  few  soldiersi,  who  determined  on  resistance, 


uiyiii^ed  by  Googl 


AAimi         Bvnop  OF  ajuj8BUET*A  DKAm  sot 

had  thrown  themselves  into  the  castle,  were  blocked  up. 
The  king  drew  nigh,  if  possible,  to  devise  means  for  their 
issistanee  ;  but  frustrated  in  his  wishes,  lie  retired  with  dis* 
grace.  He  abo  approached  Bristol,  and  gbing  beyonA  it, 
burnt  the  neighbourhood  around  Dunstore,  leaving  nothing, 
OS  far  as  he  was  able,  which  could  minister  food  to  his  ene- 
mie<>f  or  ftdvantajre  to  nny  one. 

On  tlie  third  Ix.'forc*  tlut  ides  of  December,  Eof^er  bishop  of 
Salisbury,  by  the  kindne«<3  of  death,  escaped  the  quartan 
ague  which  iiod  long  attiictiid  him.    They  assert  that  his 
sickness  was  brought  upon  him  through  grief  at  the  severe 
and  repeated  injuries  he  had  received  from  king  Stephen. 
To  me  it  appearSi  that  God  exhibited  him  to  the  wealthy  as 
an  example  of  the  mutability  of  fortune,  in  order  that  they 
should  not  trust  in  uncertain  riches,  which,  as  the  apostle 
sa}."*,  "while  S(une  havo  coveted,  concerning  faith  liave  niudc 
■  '  shipwreck."    lie  first  ingratiated  hiiiiself  with  prince  Henry, 
who  became  af  terwards  king,  by  his  prudence  in  the  manage- 
ment of  domestic  matters,  and  by  restraining  the  excesses  of 
his  household.    For,  before  his  accession,  Henry  hod  been 
careful  and  economical  in  his  expenses,  compelled  thereto  by 
the  scantiness  of  his  resources,  and  the  illiberal  treatment  of 
his  brothers,  William  and  Robert.    Knowing  his  disjiosition 
this  way,  Koger  had  deserveil  so  well  of  him  in  his  time  of 
need,  that,  when  he  came  to  tiie  throne,  he  denied  him 
scarcely  any  thing  he  thought  proper  to  ask  ;  gave  him 
estates,  cliurches,  prebends,  entire  abbeys  of  monks,  and, 
lastly,  committed  even  the  kingdom  to  his  Hdelity :  made  him 
chancellor,  in  the  beginning  of  his  reign,  and  not  long  after, 
bi.sliop  of  Salisbury.    Hoger,  therefore  decided  causes  ^  he 
regulated  the  expenditure  ;  he  had  charge  of  the  treasury. 
Such  were  his  occupations  when  the  king  was  in  England  : 
such,  without  associate  or  inspector,  when  he  resided  iu  N(»r- 
mandy ;  which  took  place  repeatedly,  and  for  a  long  time 
together.    And  not  only  tlie  king,  but  the  nobility,  even 
those  who  were  secretly  stung  with  envy  at  his  good  fortune^ 
and  more  especially  the  ministers  and  debtors  of  the  king^ 
gave  him  almost  whatever  he  could  fancy.    Was  there  any 
tlking  contijiuous  to  his  property  whicli  might  be  advan- 
tageous to  liiiii,  he  would  directly  extort  it,  either  by  eutivuty  . 
or  purchase ;  or,  if  tliat  failed,  by  iurco.    With  unrivalled 
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magnificence  in  their  construction,  as  our  times  may  recollect^ 
he  erected  splendid  mansions  on  all  his  estates ;  in  merdy 
maintaimng  whietv  the  labour  of  l^s  successors  shall  toil  in 
vain*  His  eathedi^  he  dignified  to  the  utmost  with  match* 
less  ornaments  and  buildings  on  which  no  expense  was  spared. 
It  was  truly  wonderful  to  behold  in  this  maii,  what  uhandant 
power  attended  him  in  every  kind  of  dignity,  and  flowed  as 
it  were  to  his  hand.  How  great  was  the  glory,  indeed,  what 
could  exceed  it,  that  he  should  have  made  his  two  nephews, 
by  virtue  of  his  education,  men  of  noted  learning  and  indus- 
try, bishops  $  and,  not  of  mean  sees ;  but  of  Lincoln  and 
Ely,  than  which,  I  know  not  whether  there  be  more  opulent 
in  England  ?  He  was  sensible  of  his  power,  and,  somewhat 
more  harshly  thun  became  such  a  character,  ubuse'd  the 
favours  of  heavcn«  Lastly,  as  a  certain  poet  observes  of  a 
rich  man,* 

^  He  buildi,  desttoyi,  and  changes  iqiiare  for  round/' 

so  Roger  attempted  to  turn  abbeys  into  bishoprics,  and 
bishopries  into  abbeys.  The  most  ancient  monasteries  of 
Malmesbury  and  Abbotsbury,  he  annexed,  as  far  as  he  was 
able,  to  his  see.  He  changed  the  priory  of  Sherborne,  wliich 
is  subject  to  the  bishop  of  Salisbury,  into  an  abbey  ;  and  the 
abbey  of  Hortun  was  forthwith  dissolved  and  united  to  it 
These  eveutd  took  place  in  the  time  of  king  Henry,  under 
whom,  as  I  have  observed,  his  prosperity  reached  its  zenith  : 
for  under  Stephen,  as  I  liave  before  related,  it  began  to  de- 
cline ;  except  that  in  the  beginning  of  his  reign,  he  obtained 
for  one  of  liis  nephews,  the  chancellorship  ;  for  the  otlier  the 
office  of  treasurer ;  and  for  liimself  the  town  of  Malmes- 
bury ;  the  king  repeating  often  to  his  companions,  By  the 
birth  of  God,  1  would  give  him  half  England,  if  he  asked  for 
it  :  till  the  time  be  ripe,  he  shall  tire  oi  asking,  ere  I  tire  of 
giving."  liut  fortune,  who,  in  former  times,  hud  iiattered 
Jiim  so  long  and  so  transcendently,  at  last  cruelly  pierced  liim 
with  scorpion-sting.  Such  was  that  instance,  wlien  he  saw 
those  whom  he  dearly  regarded,  wounded;  and  his  most 
favoured  knight  killed  before  his  face ;  the  next  day,  him- 
self, and,  as  1  said  before,  his  nephews,  very  powerful  bishops, 
the  one  compelled  to  Hy,  the  other  detained,  and  the  third,  u 

•  liomt.  £pi»t.  i.  1,  100. 
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roving  m^n  to  whom  he  wa3  greatly  attached,  bound  with 
chiiiiiJ^ ;  on  tlie  surrender  of  his  custles,  his  treasures  pillaged, 
and  himself  afterwards,  in  the  council,  loaded  with  the  most 
disgraceful  reproaches.  Finally,  as  he  was  nearly  breathing 
his  ktesl  sigh,  Salisbury,  the  residue  of  his  money  and 
utensils,  which  he  hud  placed  upon  the  altar  for,the  purpsc 
of  completing  the  church,  was  carried  off  against*  his  wiiL 
The  lu»i;^nit  of  his  culainity,  wa<^,  I  think,  a  circuinstauce 
wiiich  even  I  cannot  help  conmiiseruting  ;  that,  tliough  he 
appeared  wretclied  to  many,  yet  tliere  were  very  few  who 
pitied  him:  so  much  envy  and  hatred  Imd  his  excessive 
power  drawn  on  him,  aud  undeservedly,  too,  from  some  of 
those  very  persons  whom  he  had  advanced  to  honour. 

In  the  year  of  the  Incarnate  Word  1 140,  the  monks  of 
those  abbeys  whieli  Uoger  had  unjustifiably  usurped,  waiting 
on  I  he  king,  \v\  rc  pi  riuitted  to  enjoy  their  aueient  privileges, 
ami  ahhats,  a:>  Un  naily.  John,  a  monk  of  that  place,  a  uiau 
hig}ily  celebrated  for  the  airability  of  his  nianucrs  and  the 
liberality  of  his  mind,  was  elected  abbat  of  Malmesbuiy  by 
the  nionks^,  according  to  the  tenor  of  the  privilege  which  St. 
Aldhelm  had  obtained  from  po[>e  Sergius  four  hundred  and 
sixty-six  years  before,  and  had  caused  to  be  eohfirmcdby 
th(j  kiij;i.>,  liia  uf  tlie  West  Saxons,  and  Ethelred  of  theMer* 
cians.  The  Icirate  approved  the  claim,  hut  disapproved  of  the 
person  :  for  he  could  not  be  induced  to  bclictvi'  that  the  king 
had  consented  to  the  election  but  by  a  gift  in  money.  And, 
indeed,  a  small  sum  had  been  promised,  on  the  score  of  libera- 
ting the  church,  not  for  the  election  of  the  person.  Wlicre- 
fore  John,  though  taken  off  by  a  premature  death  within  the 
year,  still  left  a  lastinp:  and  laudable  memory  of  himself  to 
all  sueceedini;  a^jes.  For  no  monk  of  that  idaee,  I  confess 
thr  trntli,  would  have  ]>nr8iu'd  a  task  of  such  difliculty,  had 
not  tlohn  bc^un  it.  Wherefore  let  liis  successors  be  praised, 
if  they  shall  preserve  the  liberty  of  that  church ;  he  certainly 
rescued  it  from  thraldom. 

The  whole  of  this  year  was  embittered  by  the  horrm  of 
war.  There  were  many  castles  throughout  England,  each 
defending  tlu  ir  neighbourliood,  but,  raorc  properly  s|)eaking, 
layinj]^  it  waste.  Tlie  garrisons  drove  olf  fioiii  the  liekls 
both  sheep  and  cattle,  nor  did  they  abstain  either  hum 
churches  or  ciiurcii-yuidi.    Seizing  such  of  the  country 
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Taytasoiirs*  fts  were  reputed  ta.be  poasesfled  of  momeif^  thejr 
compelled  them,  by  extreme  torture,  to  promise  whatever  ] 
they  thought  'fit.    Plundering  the  houses  of  the  wretched  \ 
husbandmen,  even  to  their  very  beds,  they  cast  th'era  into  ' 
prison ;  nor  did  they  liberate  them,  but  on  their  ^nvinf^  every 
tiling  they  possessed  or  (juuld  by  any  nitauii  bcrupe  together, 
for  their  release.    Many  calmly  expired  in  the  midst  of 

'  torments  infiictid  to  compel  them  to  ransom  themselves, 
bewailing,  which  was  all  they  could  do,  their  miseries  to 
God.  And,  indeed,  at  the  instance  of  the  ^arl,  the  legate, 
with  the  bishops,  repeatedly  excommunicated  all  violators 
of  church  •y;ird.-i  and  plunderers  of  churches,  and  those  who  ' 
laid  violent  hands  on  men  in  holy  or  monastic  orders,  or 
their  servants  :  but  this  his  attention  profited  but  little.*  It 
was  distressing,  therefore,  to  see  England,  once  the  fondest 
cherisher  of  peace  and  the  single  receptacle  of  tranquillity, 
reduced  to  such  a  pitch  of  misery,  thatj  not  even  the  bishops, 
nor  monks,  could  pass  in  safety  from  one  town  to  another. 
Under  king  Henry,  many  foreigners,  who  had  been  driven 
from  home  by  the  commotions  of  their  native  land,  were 
accustomed  to  resort  to  England,  und  rest  in  quiet  under  his 
fostering  protection  :  in  Stephen's  time,  numbers  of  free- 
booters from  Flanders  and  Brittany  flocked  to  England, 
in  expectation  of  rich  pillage.  Meanwhile,  the  earl  of 
Gloucester  conducted  himself  with  caution,  and  his  most 
earnest  endeavours  were  directed  to  gaining  eonquests  with 
the  sniidler  loss  to  his  adherents.  Such  of  the  English 
nobility  as  lie  could  not  prevail  iq)on  to  rep^ard  the 
obligation  of  their  oath,  he  held  it .  suilixrient  if -he  etnild 
fio  restrain,  that,  if  they  did  not  assist,  they  would  not 

•injure  the  cause:  bein<!jj  willing,  according  to  the  saying 
of  the  comic  writer,  1  o  do  what  he  couid,  wiicn  he  coulil 
sot  do  what  he  would*"  But  when  he  saw  the  opportunity 
present  itself,  he  strenuously  performed  the  duty  Ixith  of 
soldier  and  of  general  ;  more  especially,  he  valiantly  sub- 
dued those  strong  hold-*,  which  were  of  signal  detriment  to 
the  cause  he  had  espouseil  ;  tliat  is  to  say,  llarpelrey,  which 
king  Stephen  had  taken  from  certain  soldiers  of  the  earl 
before  he  came  to  England,  and  many  others ;  Sudley, 

*  The  nieaninj;  of  vavaasour  is  very  various :  berc  it  fccms  to  imply 
wliat  wo  Cttii  a  yconuuu  • 
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C&ucjt  wliich  the  king  had  garrisoned,  as  I  haye  mud  ;  and 
the  castle  which  Steplien  had  fortified  over  against  WalHng- 
ford,  he  levdled  to  the  ground.  He  also^  in  these  difficult 
times,  created  his  brother  Kainald,  earl  of  Cornwall  Nor 

in.Wcd  did  the  king  show  less  spirit  in  perfuninn<^  the  duties 
uf  hid  btulion  ;  for  he  omitted  no  occuisioii  of  repeaiedl/ 
1>  uting  otr  luH  udversarirs,  and  dcfcndinpf  his  own  |>osses- 
jsions.  But  he  Tuilud  of  buccesi^j  uiui  ail  tiiinga  declined,  iur 
hick  of  ju.stice.  Dearth  of  {irovisions,  too^  increased  bj 
degrees,  and  the  scarcity  of  good  inoney  was  so  great,  from 
its  being  counterfeited,  that,  sometimes  oat  of  ten  or  more 
shillings,  hardly  a  dozen  pence  would  be  received*  The  king 
himself  was  reported  to  have  ordered  the  weight  of  the 
penny,  as  established  in  king  Henry's  time,  to  be  reduced, 
because,  having  exliiiustcd  tlie  Mi^t  treasures  of  kis  prede- 
cessor, he  was  uuuble  to  piovide  fur  the  expense  of  uiaiiy 
soldiers.  All  things,  then,  became  venal  iu  Kngland  ;  and 
churches  and  abbeys  were  no  longer  secretly^  hut  even 
publicly  exposed  to  sale. 

During  tliis  year,  in  Lent,  on  the.  thirteenth  before  the 
kalends  of  April,  at  the  ninth  hour  of  the  fourth  day  of  the 
week,  there  was  an  eclipse,  throughout  England,  as  I  have 
heard.  With  us,  indeed,  and  with  all  our  neighbours,  the 
obseuraliun  uf  the  .sua  wab  so  reuiurkable,  that  peraoiii 
sitting  at  table,  as  it  then  happened  ahiiubt  every  where, 
for  it  was  Ia-iU,  at  iir.'it  feared  tiiat  chaos  wab  come  a«:aiii : 
afterwards  learidug  its  cause,  tiiey  went  out,  and  beheld  the 
-  stars  around  the  sun.  It  was  thought  and  said  by  mauj, 
not  untruly,  that  the  king  would  not  continue  a  year  iu  the 
government* 

In  the  following  week,  that  is,  during  the  time  of  the 
IVssion,  oa  the  seventh  before  the  kalends  of  April,  the 
foreinentioTXMl  barbarian,  Kubert  Fitz-IIubert,  a  c  haracler 
well  calculated  for  tiio  stratagems  of  war,  surprised  the 
castle  of  Devizes :  *  a  man,  by  far  the  most  cruel  of  any 
within  the  circle  of  this  age's  memory :  blasjdienious,  al^ 
towards  God.  lie  used  voluntarily  to  boast  of  having  been 
present  at  it  plaee  where  twenty-four  monks  were  burnt, 
together  with  the  eliurch,  dcdaiing,  that  he  too  would 

*  Tliitt  he  elfccteil  by  meaiui  of  ttculing  luddcn*,  uuidc  of  ihon^  of 
leather.    Gc^t.  bte]>h«uti,  l^Jl. 


frequently  do  the  like  in  England^  and  grieve  Grod^'bytho 
plunder  of  tbe  church  of  Wilton ;  and  the  destruction  of 
Mabnesburji  with  the  slaught^  of  all  its  niv»ikt»  t  that  he 

would  return  them  this  good  office,  because  thiy  had  acunitted 
the  king,  to  his  disadvantage  ;  for  of  this  he  accused  ti  em, 
though  without  foundation.  I  myself  Imve  heard,  when,  dt 
.  any  time,  wliicli  was  extremely  rare  indeed,  he  liberated  his 
captives  without  torture,  and  they  thanked  him  for  it^  on  tiic 
part  of  God,  I  liave  heard  liira,  I  gay,  reply ;  "  never  let 
God  owe  me  any  thanks."  He  used  to  expose  bis  prisoners, 
naked  and  rubbed  with  honey,  to  the  burning  heat  of  the 
sun  ;  thereby  exciting  flies,  and  other  iiiseets  of  that  kind, 
to  sting  them.  But,  having  now  ^ot  po:-  ession  of  Devizes, 
he  hesitated  not  to  boast,  that,  he  sliould  giiin,  by  means  of 
tliis  castle,  the  whole  district  Ironi  Winchester  to  London  ; 
and  that  he  would  send  to  Flanders  for  soldiers  to  defend 
liim.  While  meditating,  however,  such  a  scheme^  divine 
vengeance  overtook  him  through  the  agency  of  one  John 
Fitz^Gilbert,  a  man  of  suprising  subtlety,  who  had  a  castle 
ill  Mariboruugli.  For  being  thrown  into  chains  by  him, 
because  he  refused  to  surrender  Devizes  to  his  sovereign, 
the  empress,  he  was  hanged,  like  a  common  thief.  AVonderful 
was  the  judgment  of  God  on  this  sacrilegious  wretcii,  that 
he  should  meet  with  su(  h  an  ignominious  end,  not  from  the 
king,  to  whom  he  was  inimical,'  but  from  tliQ  very  persons 
he  appeared  to  favour.  The  authors  of  his  death  ought 
worthily  to  be  extolled,  for  having  freed  the  country  from 
such  a  pest,  and  justly  dcspatehed  an  intestine  enemy. 

In  the  same  year,  during  Pi^ntecust,  tTie^krng  rrsided  at- 
London,  in  the  Tower,  attended  only  by  the  bishop  of  Sees, 
for  the  others  disdained,  or  feared,  to  come  thither.  Some 
little  time  after,  by  the  mediation  of  the  legate,  a  conference 
was  appointed  between  the  empress  and  the  king,  that,  if 
possible,  by  the  inspiration  of  God,  peace  might  be  restored. 
To  this  conference,  near  Bath,  were  sent  on  the  part  of  the 
empress,  her  brother  Robert,  and  others  of  her  friends  :  on 
the  king's,  the  lvgAf(^,^Ue^  archbishop,  and  also  the  queen. 
But  they  wasted  words  antl  time,  to  no  purpose,  and  departed 
without  being  able  to  conclude  a  peace.  Mor  was  the  ground 
of  separation  equal  on  both  sides,  as  the  empress,  more 
inclined  to  justice,  liad  declared,  tlmt  she  was  not  averse  to 
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the  decision  of  the  church:  but  the  king  most  cautiously 
avoided  this  ;  fondly  trusting  to  the  counsels  of  thos^  persons 
who  loved  nothing  Icj^s  thiiTi  })euec,  so  long  as  tlicy  could 
miike  their  ascendency  over  iiiin  answer  their  own  puri)ose3. 
In  the  latter  end  of  September,  tlie  l^ate,  who  knew  that  it 
was  the  especial  duty  of  hia  office  to  restore  peace,  under- 
taking the  toil  of  a  foreign  voyage  for  its  accompUshroeatt 
hastened  to  sail  over  to  France.  Here,  a  long  and  anuons 
discussion,  for  tnuKiuilHzinir  ICnj^lunJ,  tiikiug  place,  betwocii 
the  king  of  France,  earl  'rin  ubuld,  nnd  many  of  the  clcr«^y, 
he  returned,  nearly  at  tlit*  end  of  November,  brin^i^ing  Lack 
(*ounsels  wholesome  for  the  country,  could  they  iiave  beeu 
carried  into  elleet.  And  indeed  the  empress  and  the  earl 
a:isentcd  to  them  immediately,  hut  the  king  delayed  from  day 
to  day,  and  finally  njected  tlicm  altogetlier.  Upon  this,.ttt 
last,  the  legato  discontinued  hh  exertions,  tviuting,  like  the 
rest,  lor  the  issue  of  events  :  for  what  avails  it  to  swim 
njrainst  the  stream?  and,  as  some  one  observes,  "Tu  seek 
odium  only  by  onc*3  labours  is  the  height  of  madness*** 


BOOK  III. 

I  NOW  attempt  to  give  a  elue  to  tin'  mazy  labyrinth  of  events 
and  tmnsactions  wliich  occurred  in  lingland,  during  the  year 
114 1,*  lest  posterity,  through  my  neglect,  should  be  unac- 
quainted with  them;  as  it  is  of  service  to  know  the  volu- 
bility of  fort^une  and  the  mutability  of  human  estate^  God 
ijiily  permitting  or  ordaining  them.  And,  as  the  modans 
^^reatly  and  dt-servedly  blaiiie*  our  predecessors,  for  having 
leit  no  memorial  of  tlicmsclvcs  or  their  transactions  since  the 
days  of  Bede,  I  tliink  1  ought  to  l>e  very  favourably  regarded 
by  my  readers,  if  they  judge  rightly,  for  determimug  to 
remove  this  reproach  from  our  times* 

King  Stephen  had  peaceably  departed  from  the  county  of 
Lincoln  before  Christmas,  and  had  tuigmented  the  honours  of 

*  Several  MSS.,  as  well  as  tliu  priatiid  copy,  nsid  1112,  but  oas  hva 
1141,  wMcb  b  right. 
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IlieeailorChestery^  and  of  his  brother;  of  whom  the  earV 

loug  since,  in  the  time  of  king  Henry,  bad  been  married  to. 
the  daughter  of  the  earl  of  Gloucester.  In  the  mean  wliile, 
the  citizens  of  Lincoln,  who  wished  to  acquire  great  favour 
with  the  king,  ccrtiiied  him  by  a  message,  when  resident  in 
liondon,  that  the  two  brothers  bad  taken  up  their  abode  in 
security,  in  the  castle  of  that  city:  and  tbat^  suspecting 
nothing  less  than  the  arrival  of  the  king,  they  might  be  very 
easily  surprised,  wlule  themselves  would  provide'^  that  ho 
should  get  possession  of  the  castle  as  secretly  as  possible. 
As  Stephen  never  wished  to  neglect  any  opportunity  of  aug- 
menting liis  power,  he  gladly  repaired  thither.  In  conse- 
quence, the  brothers  were  surprised  and  besieged,  even  in 
the  Christmas  holidays.  This  step  appeared  unjustifiable  to 
many,  because,  as  1  have  observed,  he  had  left  them  before 
the  festival,  without  any  suspicion  of  enmity;  nor  had  he, 
even  now,  after  ancient  usage,  abjured  lus  friendship  with 
them,  wliich  they  call  "  delying."  However,  the  carl  of 
Chester,  though  surrounded  with  imniiiu  iit  dangers,  adroitly 
escaped  from  the  castle.  Ey  w]i!\t  muna^^ement  this  was 
accomplished  I  know  not;  whether  through  consent  of  some 
of  the  besiegers,  or  whether,  because  valour,  when  taken  by 
surprise,  frequently  tries  variety  of  methods,  and  often  dis* 
oovers  a  remedy  for  its  emergencies.  Not  content  with  his 
own  escape,  he  earnestly  cast  about,  how  to  devise  the 
tiai'cty  ut  his  brother  and  of  his  wife,  whom  he  liad  left  in 
the  Ibrtress.  The  more  prudent  mode  seemed  to  be,  to 
request  assistance  from  his  father-in-law,  although  he  had 
long  since  oiSended  him  on  many  accounts,  but  principally 
l)ecause  he  appeared  staunch  to  neither  party.  He  ^cnt 
jncsseiigci*3,  therefor<^  promising  eternal  fidelity  to  the  em- 
press, if,  induced  more  by  affectionate  regard  than  any  desert 
of  his,  he  would  rescue  those  from  danger,  who  were  already ' 
in  tlie  very  jaws  uf  captivity. 

Unable  to  endure  this  indip^nity,  the  earl  of  Gloucester 
readily  assented.  Weary  of  delay,  too,  as  the  fairest  country 
ivus  harassed  with  intestine  rapine  and  slaughter,  for  the  sake 
of  two  persons,  he  preferred  bringing  the  matter  to  an  issue 
at  once,  would  God  permit    He  hoped,  also,  for  the  Divino 

•     Riinulf,  oufl  of  Chester,  iiiul  liis  uterine  biotlur,  ^N'iiiiam dcliomure, 
were  Uia  nous  of  Lucia,  coaiiltbi  of  Liucuhi."-— IIaudy. 
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ttiristanee  on  his  imderUking,  as  tho  king  had  molested  his- 
iOii*iii*laWy  without  any  fault  on  his  part;  was  at*  that 
noment  bcdeging  his  dau^^liter;  and  had  caatoQated  the 
church  of  tho.  holjr  mother  of  God  in  lincofai*   How  much 

ouj^ht  these  things  to  weigh  in  the  mind  of  a  prince  ?  Would 
—  it  not  be  better  to  die,  and  fall  with  honour,  than  endure  so 
rnarked  a  disgrace?  For  the  sake  then  of  avenging  God, 
and  his  sister,  and  liberating  his  relutlon.M,  lie  entered  un  this 
perilous  undertaking.  The  supporters  of  Iiis  party  readily 
accompanied  lorn;  the  major  part  of  whom  being  deprived 
of  their  inheritaneeSi  were  inatigated  to  hostility  by  rage  at 
their  losses,  and  the  consciousness  of  their  valour.  However, 
duriiiLT  the  whole  cxteudcd  march,  from  Gloucester  to  Lin- 
coln, he  studiously  concealed  his  intention,  leaving  all  the 
army,  with  the  exception  of  a  very  few,  in  suspense,  by  his 
mysterious  conduct. 

At  length,  on  the  day  of  the  Purification  of  the  blessed 
Mary,  they  arrived  at  the  river  flowing  between  the  two 
armies,  called  the  Trent,  which,  from  its  springs,  together 
with  floods  of  rain,  had  risen  so  high,  that  it  could  not  pos- 
sil)ly  be  forded.  Here,  at  last,  disclosing  his  intent iou  to  Lis 
^nii-in-luw,  who  had  joined  hun  with  a  strong  force,  and  to 
tliuse  he  had  brought  with  him,  he  added,  that,  "  He  had 
long  since  made  up  las  mind,  never  to  be  induced  to  ily,  be 
the  emergency  what  it  might ;  if  they  could  not  conqueri 
they  must  die  or  be  takcn.*^  All  encouraged  him  to  hope  the 
best ;  and,  wonderful  to  hear,  though  on  the  eve  of  hazard- 
ing a  battle,  he  swam  over  the  rapid  river  I  have  mentioned, 
with  the  whole  of  his  party.  So  great  was  the  earl'd  ardour 
to  put  an  end  to  calamity,  that  he  preferred  risking  extre- 
mities to  prolonging  the  sullerings  oi'  the  country.  The 
king,  too,  with  many  earls,  and  an  active  body  of  cavalry, 
abandoning  the  siege,  courageously  presented  himself  for  bat- 
tle. Tlte  royalists  began  the  prelude  to  the  fight,  which  they 
call  the  "  joust,** •  as  they  were  skilled  in  that  exercise:  hut 
when  they  saw  that  tlic  consular  party,  if  tlicy  raay  be  so 
called,  did  not  attack  from  a  distance  with  lances,  but  at 
*  close  quarters  with  swords,  and  broke  the  king's  ranks  with 
violent  and  deterniiaed  onset,  the  eorlsi  to  a  man,  for  six  of 

*  Tho  joust  Blgnifics  a  contest  between  two  poraona  on  honeback|  with 
laQceit:  each  nn^lod  out  his  opponent 
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them  had  entered  the  conflict,  together  with  the  king,  con- 
sulted their  bufety  by  flight.  A  few  burons,  of  laudablo 
fideli^  and  yaloar^who  would  not  desert  him,  even  in 
necessity)  were  made  captive.  The  king,  though  he  by  no 
means  wanted  spirit  to  defend  lumselfi  bdng  at  last  attacked 
on  every  side  by  the  earl  of  Gloucester's  soldiers,  fell  to  the 
ground  by  a  blow  from  a  stone ;  but  who  was  the  author  of 
this  deod  U  uncertain.  Thus,  wlion  all  around  him  Were 
either  taken  or  disper^sed,  he  was  compelled  to  yield  to  cir- 
eunistnTir(*s  and  become  a  captive.  On  wliich  the  truly  noble 
earl  of  Gloucester  commanded  the  king  to  be  preserved  un-  ^ 
injured,  not  suffering  him  to  be  molested  evei\  with .  a 
reproach ;  and  the  person,  whom  he  had  just  before  fiereoly 
attacked  ^v]iell  dignilied  with  the  sovereignty,  he  now  ealmly 
protected  wlieii  subdued:  that  the  tumults  of  anger  and  of 
joy  being  quieted,  he  might  sliow  kindin  to  Ins  reUition, 
and  respect  the  dignity  of  the  diadem  in  tlie  captive.  The 
citizens  of  Lincoln  were  slaughtered  on  all  side^i  by  the  just 
indignation  of  the  victory  and  without  commiseration  on  the 
part  of  the  conquered,  as  they  had  been  the  origin  and 
ibmenters  of  tliis  calamity. 

Tlie  king,  according  to  tlie  custom  of  such  as  are  called 
captives,  was  jii  csented  to  the  empress,  at  Gloucester,  by  lier 
brother,  and  atterwards  conducted  to  Bristol.  Here,  at  first, 
he  was  kept  with  every  mark  of  honour,  except  the  liberty 
of  going  at  hirge :  but  in  succeeding  time,  through  the  pre- 
sumption of  certain  persons,  who  said  openly  and-  eontU" 
meliously,  that  it  did  not  behove  the  earl  to  treat  the  king 
othcrwi.^c  than  they  chuic  ;  and  also,  because  it  was  reported, 
tluit  liaviug  eitlier  eluded  or  bribed  Ids  kee|)ers,  hud  been 
found,  more  than  once,  beyond  the  appointed  limits,  niurc 
especially  in  the  night-time,  he  was  confined  with  fetters.  « 

In  the  mean\vhile,  both  the  empress  and  the  earl  dealt  by 
messengers  with  the  legate  his  brother,  that  he  should  forth- 
with receive  her  into  the  church,*  and  to  tlic  kingdom,  as 
the  daughter  of  king  Henry,  to  whom  all  England  and  Nor- 
mandy had  sworn  uUegiance.  Tiiis  year,  the  first  Sunday 
in  Lent  happened  on  the  fourteenth  belorc  the  kalends  of 
^larch.  By  means  of  negotiators  on  eitlier  »idc,  the  bu.'iiiiesii 
was  so  far  forwarded,  that  they  agreed  to  meet  in  conference, 

^  That  11^  an  appeals  altcfj  to  acknowlvdse  her  publicly  at»  their  to  vt'Vcign* 
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on  an  open  plain  on  tin's  sule  of  Winchester.  They  as^mbled, 
tlicrelorc,  on  tlic  tiiird  Sunday  in  Lent,  a  day  dark  and  rainy, 
as  though  tho  fates  would  portend  a  woeful  change  in  this 
affair.   The  empress  sworep  and  pledged  .her  faith  to  the  bi« 
shop,  that  all  matters  of  importance  in  England,  and  espeei* 
ally  tho  bestowing  of  bisliopries  and  abbeys,  should  await  his 
decision,  if  he,  with  the  liuly  eliurch,  would  receive  her 
Sovereign,  ami  obse  rve  pirfvetual  fidelity  towards  her.  Her 
brother,  llobert,  curl  of  Gloucester,  swore  as  she  did,  and 
pl<icl«red  bis  faith  for  her,  as  did  also  Brian  Fitz-count,  lord 
Marcher*  of  Wallingfurd,  and  Milo  of  tiloucester,  afterwards 
earl  of  Ucreford,  with  some  others.   Nor  did  the  bishop 
hesitate  to  receive  the  empress  as  sovereign  of  England,  and, 
together  with  <!ertaiu  of  his  i);irty,  to  pledge  his  faith,  that  <o 
long  as  she  did  not  infringe  the  covenant,  he  \\  uuld  observe 
Ills  lich'Hty  to  hc»r.    On  the  morrow,  which  was  tho  liiUi  be- 
ibre  tlie  uoues  of  March,  a  splendid  procession  being  formed, 
she  was  received  in  the  cathedral  of  Winchester  ;  the  bi-liop- 
legate  conducting  her  on  the  right  side,  and  Bernard,  bishop  . 
of  St.  David's,  oi)  the  left    There  were  pre.<ient  also^  Alex- 
ander, bisliop  of  Lincoln,  Robert  of  Hereford,  Nigel  of  Ely, 
Kobert  of  liatU  :  tho  abbats,  Ingulf  of  Abii.irdon,  Edward  of 
Ki-ading,  Putor  of  Mahnosbury,  Gilbert  of  Uluucoster,  Roger 
of  'i  ewkosbiuy,  and  some  others.    In  a  few  days,  Tlicobuld, 
arehbisho))  of  Canterbury,  came  to  the  empress  at  Winches- 
ter, by  invitation  of  the  legate :  but  he  deferred  prouusing 
hdelity  to  her,  deeming  it  beneath  his  reputation  and  charac* 
tor  to  ehan<jfe  sides,  till  he  had  consulted  the  king.   In  con- 
8equen(;e,  he,  and  mtuiy  other  prelates,  with  some  few  of  the 
laity,  wi*n»  aHowcd  to  visit  Stephen  and  converse  with  liiui : 
and,  grueioUbly  olnaining  leave  to  subnat  to  the  exigency  of 
the  time:>,  they  eml)ruced  the  sentiments  of  the  legate.  The 
empress  passed  Kaster,  which  happened  on  the  tliird  hoibre 
the  kalends  of  April,  at  Oxford ;  the  rest  returned  to  their 
res])ective  homes* 

On  tho  day  after  the  octaves  of  Easter,  a  council  began, 

♦  Marcliio:  this  latterly  ti^j^nificd  marquis  in  tlw  sense  we  now  use  it; 
but  ill  Miilinc^bur)  *;i  time,  and  long  alter,  it  denoted  a  guaniiaa  of  the 
borders:  hence  the  lonhi  mitrchen  on  tho  confines  of  Scotland  and  Wales; 
tbou;;1)  it  diKm  not  appear  very  clearly  Iiow  this  should  apply  to  Wal* 
iingfurd,  utthtiB  it  WHS  is  hii  place  of  birth. 
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with  great  pofftde^  at  WinclieBtery  eonststing  of  TheolMild» 

archbishop  of  Canterbury,  all  the  bishops  of  England,  and 
many  abbats :  the  legate  presiding.  Such  as  were  absent, 
accounted  for  it  by  messengers  and  letters.  As  I  was  pre- 
sent at  the  holding  of  this  council,  I  will  not  deny  posterity 
the  truth  of  every  circumstance  ;  for  I  perfectly  remember 
it.  On  the  same  day,  after  the  letters  were  read  by  which 
some  excused  their  absence^  the  legate  called  the  bishops 
apart,  and  discoursed  with  them  in  secret  of  his  design  ;  then 
the  abbats,  and,  lastly,  the  archdeacons  were  suimuoned.  Of 
hb  intention  nothing  transpir( d  |nibliely,  though  what  was 
to  be  done  engrossed  the  minds  and  conversation  of  all. 

On  the  third  day  of  the  week,  the  speech  of  the  legato  ran 
nearly  to  this  effect :     That,  by  the  condescension  of  the 
pope,  he  acted  as  his  vicegerent  in  England :  wherefore,  by 
hb  authority,  the  clergy  of  England  were  assembled  at  this 
council  to  dL'lil>L'ratc  on  tlic  peace  of  the  country,  which  was 
exposed  to  imminent  danger  :  that,  in  the  time  of  king  Hen- 
ry, his  uncle,  England  luid  been  the  peculiar  abuJo  of  peace; 
so  that  by  the  activity,  and  spirit,  and  care  of  that  most 
excellent  man,  not  only  the  natives,  of  whatever  power  or 
dignity,  dared  make  no  disturbance ;  but,  by  his  example, 
each  neighbouring  king  and  prince,  also,  3rieldcd  to  peace, 
and  either  invited,  or* compelled,  his  subjects  to  do  the  like  : 
moreover,  that  this  king,  some  years  before  his  death,  had 
caused  the  whole  realm  of  England,  as  well  as  the  ducliy  of 
Normandy,  to  be  engaged,  by  the  oaths  of  aU  the  bishops  and 
"barons,  to  his  daughter,  late  the  empress,  who  was  his  only 
aurviving  issue  by  his  former  consort,  if  he  should  fail  of 
male  offspring  by  the  wife  he  had  espoused  from  Lorraine  : 
and  adverse  fortune,"  said  he,  "  was  envious  of  my  most  ex- 
cellent uncle,  and  suffered  him  to  die  in  Normandy  without 
male  issue.    Therefore,  as  it  seemed  long  to  wait  for  a  sove- 
reign who  delayed  coming  to  England,  for  she  resided  in 
Normandy,  we  provided  for  the  peace  of  the  country,  and  my 
brother  was  allowed  to  reign.   And  although  I  gave  myself 
as  surety  between  him  and  God,  tluit  he  would  honour  and 
advance  the  holy  church,  and  uphold  good,  but  abrogate  evil, 
laws  ;  yet  it  grieves  me  to  remembiT,    shames  me  to  say, 
how  Ikj  comlueted  himself  in  the  kingdoin  :    how  justice 
ceased  to  be  exerted  against  the  daring ;  how  all  peace  was 
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annibilatad,  ilmost ivithin  the  year;. the  Unhops  made  enp* 

tlvo,  and  compdled  to  give  up  their  possessions  ;  the  abbeys 
Bold  ;  the  churches  robbed  of  their  treasures  ;  the  connsels 
of  iho  nhnndoned  regarded  :  while  those  of  the  virtuous  were 
postponed  or  totally  despised.  You  know  how  ot^en  I  ad- 
dressed him,  both  by  myself  and  the  bishopSi  more  eqpeciaUy 
in  Mie  couneil  held  last  year  for  that  purpose^  and  that  I 
gained  by  it  nothing  but  odium.  Every  one,  who  shall  think 
rightly,  must  be  aware,  that  I  ought  to  love  my  mortal  bro- 
ther,  but  that  I  should  still  more  regard  the  cause  of  my  im- 
mortal Fatlier.  Wherefore,  since  God  Ims  exercised  his 
judgment  on  my  brotlier,  by  permitting  lum^  without  my 
knowlcdgei  to  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  powerful,  I  have  . 
invited  you  all  here  to  assemble  by  virtue  of  my  legation,  lest 
the  kingdom  should  fall  to  deeay  through  want  of  a  sovereiga. 
The  case  was  yesterday  agitated  in  private,  before  the  major 
part  of  the  l^i^lish  eh^rpry,  to  wliose  right  it  principally  per- 
tains to  elect  the  sovereign,  and  also  to  erown  him.  First, 
tlien,  as  is  fitting,  invoking  God's  assistance,  we  elect  the 
daughter  of  that  peaceful,  tlrat  glorious,  that  rich,  that  good, 
and,  in  our  times,  incomparaUc  king,  as  sovereign  of  Eng- 
land and  Normandy,  and  promise  her  fidelity  and  support.'^ 

When  all  present  had  either  becomingly  applauded  his 
sentiuicnts,  or,  by  their  silence,  not  contradicted  them,  he 
added  :  "  We  have  despatched  messengers  for  tlie  I.ondoin'rs, 
who^  from  the  importance  of  their  city  in  England,  are  ahnost 
.  nobles,  as  it  were,  to  meet  us  on  this  business ;  and  hare 
sent  them  a  safe-conduct :  and  we  trust  they  will  not  delay 
their  arrival  beyond  to-morrow :  wherefore  let  us  give  them 
indulgence  till  that  tune.** 

On  the  I  n  in  til  day  of  the  week  the  Londoners  earae  ;  and 
bcin^  introduced  to  tlie  council,  ur^a'd  tlieir  cause,  so  lar  as 
to  say,  that  they  were  sent  from  tlie  fraternity,  as  they  call 
it,  of  London,  not  to  contend,  but  to  entreat  that  their  lord 
'  the  king  might  be  liberated  from  captivity :  that  all  the 
barons,  who  had  long  since  been  admitted  to  tlieir  fellowsbip, 
most  earnestly 'solicited  this  of  tlie  lord  legate  and  the  arch- 
bishop, as  well  us  of  all  the  clergy  who  were  present.  The 
legate  answered  tliem  coi)iously  and  clearly  :  and,  that  lluir 
re([ucst  might  be  the  less  complied  with,  the  speech  of  the 
preceding  day  was  repeated,  with  the  addition^  that  it  did 
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not  become  the  liOndonefs,  who  wore  considered  as  tlie  chief 
people  of  England,  in  the  light  of  nobles,  to  side  with  those 
persona  who  had  deserted  their  lord  in  battle  ;  by  whose  ad- 
vice the  king  had  dishonoured  the  holy  church  i  and  who^  in  . 
fact,  only  appeared  to  favour  the  Liondoners^  that  they  might 
drain  them  of  their  money. 

In  tlie  meantime,  a  certain  i>crson,  whose  name,  jf  I 
riprhtly  remember,  was  Christian,  a  clerk  l>elon^in^  to  the 
«iucen,  as  I  lieard,  rose  up,  and  held  forth  a  pa}>er  to  the 
legate.  He  having  silently  perused  it,  exalted  his  voice  to 
the  highest  pitch,  and  said,  that  it  was  inforinal,  and  impro«» 
per  to  be  recited  in  so  great  an  assembly,  especially  of  digni- 
fied and  religious  persons.  For,  among  other  offensive  and 
.singular  points,  the  signature  of  a  ]Kirson  was  ailixed  to  it, 
wlio,  in  the  preceding  yoar,  at  a  similar  LH>iincil,  had  attacked 
the  venerable  ]>ishops  witli  opprobrious  laiiguaire.  The  le- 
gate tlius  baflling  lum,  the  ck'rk  was  not  wn!itiug  to  his  mis- 
sion, but,  with  not.able  contidenoc,  read  th<  letter  in  their 
hearing ;  of  which  this  was  the  purport  The  queen  ear-* 
nestly  entreated  the  whole  clergy  assembled,  and  especially 
the  bishop  of  Winchester,  the  brother  of  her  lord,  to  restore 
the  said  lord  to  liis  kingdom,  whom  abaiulonod  persons,  and 
t^ven  such  as  were  und^'r  liomage  to  him,  hud  cast  into 
chains."  To  this  suggestion,  the  legate  answered  to  tlio 
game  effect  as  to  the  Londoners.  These  conferring  together, 
.  declared,  tlmt  they  would  relate  the  decree  of  the  council  to 
their  townsmen,  and  give  it  their  su}iix>rt  as  far  as  they 
were  able. 

On  tlie  fifth  day  of  the  week  the  council  brokf  iij>,  many 
of  the  royal  party  having  been  first  cxconimunicated ;  more 
I'Spcciully  William  ISIartel,  who  had  formerly  been  cup- 
bearer to  king  Henry,  aud  was  at  that  time  butler  to 
Stephen ;  for  he  had  sorely  exasperated  the  legate^  by  inter- 
cepting and  pilfering  much  of  his  property.  It  was  now  a 
work  of  great  diiKculty  to  sootlie  the  minds  of  the  Lon- 
iluners:  for  ihoiigh  thesu  matters,  as  1  have  said,  were 
agitated  immediately  after  Kaster,  yet  was  it  only  a  few  days 
before  the  Nativity  of  St.  Julia  that  they  would  receive  the 
c;tn press.  At  tluit  time  great  part  of  England  readily  sub* 
'  mittedto  her  government ;  her  brother  Itobert  was  assidu- 
ously employed  in  promoting  her  dignity  by  every  becoming 
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method  i  kindly  addressing  the  nobiKtj^  making  vmnj  pro* 
niseis  intimidating  the  adverse  party,  or  even,  by 
me^ii^engers,  exhorting  them  to  peace ;  and  already  restonng 

juj»tice,  iinil  the  law  ot*  the  land,  and  tranquillity,  throughout 
every  district  which  favoured  the  empress;  and  it  is  suthei- 
ently  notoriuus  that  if  hin  party  lunl  tru.stiid  to  Kobert's 
moderation  tmd  wisdom,  it  would  not  afterwards  experienced 
fto  melancholy  a  reverse.  The  lord  legate,  too,  appeared  of 
laudable  fidelity  in  furtliering  the  interests  of  the  ein[H^ss. 
But,  behold,  at  the  very  moment  when  she  imagined  she  shoulll 
pet  possession  of  all  England,  every  thing  was  changed. 
The  Londoners,  ever  sinpieious  and  luurmuring  among 
thciusi'lvi'S,  now  burst  out  into  open  expressions  (if  Imtred ; 
antl,  as  it  is  imported,  even  laid  wait  for  their  sovereign  and 
her  nobles.  Aware  of  and  escaping  this  plot,  they  gradually 
retired  from  tlie  city,  without  tumult  and  in  a  certain  mili- 
tary order.  Tiie  empress,  was  accompanied  by  the  legate 
and  David  king  of  Scotland,  the  heroine's  uncle,  together  * 
with  her  brothe  r  Hubert  who  then,  as  at  e\ery  other  time, 
shared  her  fortune;  and,  in  short,  all  her  purtizans  to  a  man 
escaped  in  safety.  The  Londoners,  learning  their  departure, 
llew  to  their  residence  and  plundered  every  tiling  which  tliey 
had  left  in  their  haste. 

Not  many  days  after,  a  misunderstanding  arose  between 
the  legate  and  the  empress  which  may  be  justly  considered 
as  the  melanclioly  cwnm  of  every  subsequent  evil  in  Eng- 
land. How  this  iiappt  iit  tl  1  will  explain.  King  Stephen 
ha<l  a  sou  named  Eustace,  begotten  on  the  daugliter  of  Eus- 
taee  earl  of  J  Boulogne.  For  king  Henry,  the  father  of  the 
empress,  that  I  may  go  back  somewhat  to  acquaint  j>osterity 
with  tlie  truth  of  these  transactions,  had  given  Maiy,  the 
sister  of  his  wife,  the  mother  of  this  lady,  in  marriage  to  the 
aforesaid  earl,  as  ho  was  of  noble  descent  and  etpially  re- 
nowned for  prudence  and  for  valour.  By  Mary,  Eustace 
hud  no  issue  exeejit  a  daughter  called  iMatilda.  Wlien  she 
beeanie.  njnrria<^'«'al)le,  after  the  death  of  her  faliier,  the  same 
truly  magnificent  king  gave  her  in  wedlock  to  his  nephew 
Stephen,  and  also  procured  by  his  care  the  county  of  Bou- 
h»gne  for  him,  as  lie  had  beibre  conferred  on  him  that  of 
jVIoreton  in  Normandy,  The  legate  had  justly  |u  n^)osed  that 
these  counties  should  be  bestowed  on  Ids  nephew  Eustace, 
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whom  I  mentioned,  so  long  as  his  father  should  remain  in 

captivity.  This  the  empress  altogether  opposed,  and  it  is 
doubtful  whether  she  had  not  even  promised  them  to  others. 
Offended  at  the  repulse,  he  kept  from  her  eourt  many  days ; 
and  thoi^h  repeatedly  sent  for,  persisted  in  refusing  to  go 
thither.  In  the  meanwhile,  he  held  a  friendly  conference 
Mrith  the  queen,  his  brother's  wife,  at  Guildford,  and  being 
wrought'  upon  by  her  tears  and  eoncessions,  bent  his  mind  to 
the  liberation  of  Stephen.  He  also  absolved,  without  con* 
suiting  the  bishops,  all  those  of  tlic  kinpj'j*  party  %vhotn  he 
liad  cxeommuiueattd  in  the  couiicil,  while  his  comjiLiiuts 
against  the  empress  were  disseminated  through  Eiigland, 
that  she  wished  to  seize  his  person ;  tliat  she  observed  no- 
thing which  she  had  sworn  to  him;  that  all  the  barons  of 
England  had  performed  their  engagements  toward^s  her,  but 
that  she  had  violated  hers,  as  she  knew  not  how  to  use  her 
prosperity  with  moderation* 

To  alhiy,  if  passible,  these  commotions,  the  earl  of  Glou- 
cester, with  a  ictiiiue  jiot  very  numerous,  proceeded  to  AVin- 
chcster ;  but,  failini;  in  his  endeavours,  he  returned  to  Oxfonl, 
where  his  sifter  had  for  some  time  established  her  residence. 
She  therefore  understanding,  as  Avell  from  wiiat  she  was 
continually  hearing,  as  from  what  she  then  learned  from  her 
brother,  that  the  legate  had  no  friendly  dispositions  towards 
her,  proceeded  to  Winchester  with  such  forces      she  could 
muster.    Being  immediately  admitted  into  the  royal  castle, 
with  good  intentions  piobiibly  nhe  sent  messengers  to  the 
Lisiiop,  requesting  that,  ms  she  was  upon  the  s})ot,  he  would 
come  to  her  without  dchty.    He,  not  thinking  it  safe  to  go, 
deceived  the  messengers  by  an  evasive  manner,  merely 
saying,    I  will  prepare  myself:"  and  immediately  he  sent 
for  aU  such  as  he  knew  wei'e  well-disposed  to  the  king.  In 
consequence  almost  all  the  earls  of  England  came ;  for  they 
were  full  of  youth  and  levity,  and  preferred  military  enter- 
prise to  peace.    Besides,  many  of  them  were  ashamed  at 
having  deserted  the  king  in  battle,  as  has  been  said  lielore, 
and  thought  to  wipe  off  the  ignominy  of  having  jlcd,  by  at- 
tending this  meeting.    Few,  liowever,  attended  tlie  empress: 
there  were  David  king  of  ScotUuid,  Robert  earl  of  Gloii- 
cester,  Milo  do  Hereford,  and  some  barons;  for  Banulf 
earl  of  Chester  ciune  late,  and  to  no  pur^Kise.   To  comprise, 
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dierefofc^  a  long  series  of  events  within  nanw  lioiits:  the 
roads  on  every  side  of  Winchester  were  watched  hy  the  - 
queen  and  the  earh  who  had  come  with  her,  lest  supplies 

bbuuld  bo  brought  in  to  those  who  bad  sworn  fidelity  to  the 
empress,  Tlie  town  of  Andovcr  also  was  burned .  On  tlie 
west,  theroforo,  necessaries  were  procured  but  scantily  mid 
with  dithculty;  some  persons  found  on  the  road,  being 
intercepted  and  either  killed  or  maimed ;  while  on  the  east, 
every  avenue  towards  London  was  crowded  with  supplies 
destined  for  the  bisltop  and  his  party ;  QeoiTrcy  do  Mandc* 
ville»  who  had  now  again  revolted  to  th^n,  for  formerly  after 
•Uie  capture  of  the  king  he  bad  sworn  fidelity  to  the  empre?:?, 
and  the  Loiidunrrs,  lendinj;  every  possiWc  assistance,  and 
omitting  no  eircunibtance  wliieh  might  distrt-^s  that  princess. 
The  people  of  Winchester  were,  though  secretly,  inclined  to 
lier  sidi^,  regarding  the  faith  they  had  before  pledged  to  heri 
although  they  had  been  in  some  degree  compelled  by  the 
bishop  to  such  a  measure.  In  the  meanwhile  combustibles 
were  hurled  from  the  bishop's  castle  on  the  houses  of  the 
townspeojde,  wlio,  as  I  liave  Paid,  rather  wished  succe:?3  to 
the  empress  than  to  the  bishop,  which  caught  and  burned 
the  whole  a)>b<  y  of  nuns  within  the  city,  and  the  monastery 
which  is  called  liydc  without  the  walls.  Here  was  an 
image  of  our  Lord  cruciiiedi  wrought  with  a  profusion  of 
gold  and  silver  and  precious  stones,  through  the  pious  solici* 
tude  of  Canute,  who  was  formerly  king  and  presented  it 
This  being  seized  by  the  flames  and  thrown  to  the  ground, 
was  afterwards  stripped  of  its  ornaments  at  the  command  of 
tJic  U'gate  himself:  more  than  five  hundred  marks  oi'  silver 
and  thirty  ot'  gohl,  which  were  found  on  it,  served  for  a  lar- 
gess to  the  aoldiers*  The  abbey  of  nuns  at  Warewell  was 
also  burned  by  one  WilHam  de  Ipres,  an  abandoned  character 
who  feared  neither  Ood  nor  man,  because  some  of  the  parti- 
zans  of  the  empress  had  secured  themselves  within  it* 

In  the  meantime,  the  earl  of  Gloucester,  though  sufTering, 
with  his  followers,  by  daily  contests  with  the  royalists,  and 
though  circum:3tanees  turned  out  far  beneath  hi.s  expecta- 
tion, yi't  ever  abstained  from  the  burning  of  churc  hes,  not- 
>\'ithst:inding  he  resided  in  the  vicinity  of  St.  Swithun's. 
But  unable  to  endure  any  longer  the  disgrace  of  beia^ 
together  with  his  party,  almost  besieged,  and  seeing  fortune 
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inclining  towards  the  enemy,  he  deemed  it  exp^dient  to  yield 
to  necessity  J  and,  having  marshalled  his  troops,  he  prepared  • 
to  depart.  Sending  his  sister,  therefore,  and  the  rest,  in  the 
vanguard,  that  she  might  proceed  without  interruption,  he 
bimself  retreated  gently,  with  a  chosen  few,  who  had  spirit 
enough  not  to  be  alanned  at  a  muhitude.  The  earls  imme* 
diately  pursuing  liim,  as  he  thought  it  disgraceful,  and  be- 
neath his  dignity  to  liy,  and  was  the  chief  object  of  universal 
attack,  he  was  made  captive.  Tlic  rest,  especially  the  chiefs, 
proceeded  on  their  destined  journey,  and,  with  the  utmost 
precij)itation,  reache«l  Devizes.  Thus  tlu^y  departed  from 
Winchester  on  the  day  of  the  exaltutiou  of  tiie  holy  cro^, 
which  at  that  time  happened  on  a  Sunday,  having  come 
thither  a  few  days  before  tlie  assumption  of  the  holy  motlier 
of  God.  It  appeared  to  some  rather  miraculous,  and  was 
matter  of  ^*  ncral  convcrsatiou  in  England,  that  the  king  on 
the  Sunday  of  ilm  puritieatioii  oi*  our  lady,  and  the  earl  on 
the  Sunday  of  the  exaltation  of  the  life-inijiarting  cross, 
should  each  experience  a  similar  fate.  Tliis,  however,  was 
truly  worthy  of  rcmai'k  ami  admiration,  that,  no  one,  on  tins 
mischance,  ever  beheld  the  earl  of  Gloucester  either  dis- 
pirited or  dojected  in  c»>untenancc.  lie  breathed  too  liigh 
a  consciousness  of  dignity,  to  subject  himself  to  the  caprice 
of  fortune ;  and,  although  lie  was  at  first  invited  by  soothing 
measures,  aud  afterwards  assailed  by  threats,  lie  never  con* 
sented  to  treat  of  hi><  libc'ration,  e\(*ept  with  tlio  privity  of 
his  bister.  At  last  the  affair  Avas  tliu.^  decided:  that  the 
king  and  himself  should  be  liberated  on  equal  terms ;  no 
condition  being  proposed,  except  that  each  might  defend 
his  party,  to  the  utmost  of  his  abilities,  as  before*  These 
matters,  after  repeated  and  long  discussion,  from  the  ex* 
altation  of  the  lioly  cross,  to  the  festival  of  All  Saints, 
tht'ii  cumc  to  a  suitable  conclusion.  For  on  that  day,  the 
king,  released  from  his  captivity,  left  his  queen,  and  son, 
and  two  of  the  nobility  at  Bristol,  as  sureties  for  the  libera- 
tion of  the  earl ;  and  came  with  tlie  utmost  speed  to  Win- 
chester, where  the  earl,  now  brought  from  liochester,  whither 
lie  had  first  been  taken,  was  at  this  time  confined*  The 
third  day  after,  when  the  king  came  to  Winchester,  the  earl 
(lepartecl,  leaving  there  on  that  day  his  son  William,  as  a 
pledge,  till  the  c|ueen  should  be  released,    reribrniing  with 
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quick  despatch  the  journey  to  Bristol,  he  liberated  the  queeii^ 
on  whose  return,  William,  the  earl's  non,  was  set  free  froiii 
lii-i  ill  t  Lilt  ion.  It  is*,  moreover,  sulllcicntly  notorious,  that, 
ulthougli,  during  the  whole  of  his  captivity  ami  of  the  fol- 
lowing months  till  CbrLitiiui%  bo  was  enticed  by  numberless 
and  magnilioent  ])roini9e8  to  revolt  from  his  sister;  yet  he 
always  deemed  his  fraternal  affection  of  greater  importance 
than  any  promise  which  could  be  made  blip.  For  leaving 
hU  property  and  his  castles,  which  he  might  have  quietly 
enjoyt'd,  lie  continued  unceasinpjly  near  the  empresa  at  Ox- 
ford, \\  here,  as  1  have  said  before,  fixing  her  redideucc,  she 
held  lier  court. 

Ill  the  meantime,  the  legate,  a  prelate  of  unbounded  spirit, 
who  was  never  inclined  to  leave  incomplete  what  he  had 
once  purj)oried,  summoned  by  his  legatino  authority  a  council 
at  Westminster,  on  the  octaves  of  St  Andrew*   I  cannot ' 

relate  the  transactions  of  this  council  with  that  exact  vera- 
rity  with  whicli  1  tlid  the  former,  as  I  was  not  present.  We 
li:ive  hcunl  that  a  letter  was^  then  read  irom  the  sovereicrn 
jKipe,  in  which  he  j^»*ntly  rebuked  the  legate  for  not  ciuka- 
vouring  to  release  hiA  brother ;  but  that  he  forgave  him  his 
former  trani>gression,  and  earnestly  exhorted  him  to  attempt 
his  liU*nition  by  any  modCi  whether  ecclesiastical  or  secular: 
that  the  king  liimself  entered  the  council,  and  complained 
to  the  reverend  assemblyi  that  his  own  subjects  had  both 
made  captive,  and  nearly  killed  him  by  the  injuries  they 
inllieted  on  him,  who  had  never  refused  them  justice.  That 
the  legate  himself,  too,  by  great  powerzj  of  elotpience,  endea- 
voured to  extenuate  the  odium  of  bis  own  conduct;  tliat, 
in  truth,  be  had  received  the  empress,  nof  from  inclination^ 
but  necessity ;  for,  that,  while  liis  brother^s  overthrow  was 
yet  recent,  all  the  earls  being  either  dbpersed  or  waiting  the 
issue  of  events  in  8us|)ense,  she  had  surrounded  Winchester 
with  her  party :  that  she  had  obstinately  persevered  in 
breakiiig  evr  ry  promise  phe  had  made  pertaining  to  tlie  riirht 
of  the  churches:  and  that  he  had  it  from  unquestlonahle 
authority,  that  she,  and  her  partisans^  had  not  only  bad 
dc  signs  on  liis  dignity,  but  even  on  his  life :  that,  however, 
God,  in  his  mercy,  had  caused  matters  to  full  out  contrary 
to  her  hopes,  so  that  he  should  himself  escape  destruction, 
and  rescue  Ids  brother  from  captivity:  that  he  commanded 
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therefor^  mi  fhe  part  of  God  and  Dt  the  pope,  that  thej 
should  atrenaously  assist  the  king,  anointed  by  the  will  of 
the  people  and  with  the  approbation  ci  the  holy  see:  but 

that  such  as  disturbed  the  peace,  in  favour  of  the  pountcas 
of  Anjou,  should  be  excommunicated,  with  the  exception  of 
herseli",  who  wiis  sovereign  of  the  Angcvins. 

I  do  not  say,  tliat  this  speech  was  kindly  received  by  all 
the  clergy,  though  certainly  no  one  opposed  it;  for  all  bridled 
their  tongues  either  through  fear,  or  through  reverence.' 
There  was  one  layman  sent  from  the  empress,  who  openly 
forbade  the  legate,  by  the  faith  which  he  had  pledged  to  her, 
to  ordain  any  thing,  in  that  council,  repugnant  to  her  hon- 
our J  and  said,  that  he  hud  made  oath  to  the  empress,  not  to 
assist  his  brother,  unless,  perchance,  by  sendiup:  liim  twenty 
horsemen  at  the  utmost:  that  her  coming  to  England  liad 
been  effected  by  his  frequent  letters :  that  her  taking  the 
king,  and  holding  him  in  captivity,  bad  been  done  princi- 
pally by  his  connivance*  The  advocate  aflirmed  these  and 
many  other  ctrcumstahces,  with  great  harshness  of  language, 
and  by  no  means  sparing  the  legate.  However,  he  could  not 
be  prevailed  upon,  by  any  force  of  argument,  to  lay  aside  his 
animosity:  for,  as  I  liave  said  before,  he  was  an  active  per- 
aeverer  in  what  he  had  once  taken  in  hand.  This  year, 
therefore^  the  tragedy  of  which  I  have  briefly  related,  was 
fatal,  and  nearly  destructive,  to  England;  during  which, 
though  conceiving  that  she  might  now,  perhaps,  experience 
some  little  rcs^pite,  yet,  she  became  again  involved  iu  ca- 
lamity, uad,  unless  God's  mercy  shall  shortly  come  to  her 
relief,  must  there  long  continue 

It  seems  fitting  that  I  sliould  commence  the  transactions 
of  tliis  year,  which  is  a.d.  1142,  with  certain  events  which 
were  unnoticed  in  the  former ;  and,  at  the  same  time,  briefly 
recapitulate  what  has  been  said,  in  various  places,  of  Robert, 
earl  of  Gloucester,  son  of  king  Henry,  and  submit  it,  thus 
arranji^ed,  to  the  consideration  of  the  reader.  For,  us  lie 
was  tlie  first  to  espuuse  the  just  defence  of  lus  sister,  so  did 
he  persevere  with  unshaken  eonstuncy  in  her  cause  without 
remuneration ;  I  say  without  remuneration,  because  some  of 
her  supporters,  either  following  the  course- of  fortune,  are 
changed  with  its  revolutions,  or  having  already  obtained 
considerable  benefits,  fight  for  justice  under  expectation  of 
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ftiU  Aurther  leeompeuoe :  Bobert»  tlon^  or  nearly  aloiie^  un- 
ioiliieiicad  hj  aiich  consideratiooa^  was  never  swayed,  as  will 
appear  bereafter,  either  by  hope  of  adTaatagep  or  fear  of  loss.  * 
Let  no  one,-  therefore,  suspect  me  of  adulatioii,  if  I.  relate 

tlicse  matters  circumstantially  :  for  I  shall  make  no  sacri- 
fice to  favour;  but  pure  historical  tiutli,  without  duy  atuin 
of  falsehood,  shall  bo  hauded  dowu  to  the  knowkdge  of 
posterity. 

It  has  beeo  related  of  the  earl,  how,  first*  of  all  the* 
nobility,  after  DaTid,  king  of  Scotland,'  he  confirmed,  by 
otitlip  his  fealty  to  his  dster,  the  empress,  for  the  kingdom 
of  England,  and  the  duchy  of  Normandy,  in  the  presence 

oi'  lather  Henry.  There  was  :>ome  contention,  a3  I  have 
said,  between  him  and  Strphni  earl  of  Boulogne,  afterwards 
king  of  Kngiaad,  who  >houhl  bwear  first;  Kobert  alleging 
the  preference  of  a  sou,  Stephen  the  dignity  of  a  nephew. 

It  has  been  recorded  too,  what  reasonable  causes,  frcun  • 
December,  when  bis  father  died,  till  after  the  ensuing  Easter, 
detained  Idm  in  Normandy,  from  coming  immediately  into 
Kugland  to  avenge  his  sister's  injuries.  And  when  at  last  he 
did  come,  with  wliat  ju^t  deliberation,  and  with  what  proviso, 
he  consented  to  do  homage  to  the  king;  and  how  justljr, 
in  the  i'oUowing  year,  and  thenceforward,  he  abjured  it. 

Nor  has  Ids  second  arrival  in  England  firom  Normandy, 
after  lus  father*^  death,  with  his  sister,  been  omitted :  where, 
relying  on  the  favour  of  God,  and  his  innate  courage^  he 
%'cuturcd  himself,  as  into  a  desert  full  of  wild  beasts,  though 
scarcely  aeeunijjanii^d  by  one  hundred  and  I'ui  ty  horsemen. 
Neither  has  it  been  unnutii  ud,  that,  amid  such  tumult  ul'  war, 
wliile  anxious  watch  was  kept  on  ail  sides,  he  boldly  cuuie  to 
Bristol  with  only  twelve  hor^men,  having  eonnnitted  his 
sister  to  safe  custody,  as  he  supposed,  at  Arundel :  nor  with 
what  prudence,  at  that  Ume^  he  received  her  from  the  veiy 
midst  of  her  enemies^  and  afterwards  advanced  her  in  all 
things  to  the  utmost  of  his  power ;  ^vor  busied  on  her  ac** 
count,  and  neglecting  liis  own  interest  to  secure  hers,  wlulo 
8*.*nie  persons  taking  advantage  of  his  absence,  curtailed  his  | 
territories  on  every  side  :  and,  lastly,  urged  by  what  ucees-  ; 
sity,  uuuicly  to  rcdcue  his  8on<-in-law,  whom  th^  king  had 

*  This  aetma  an  ovenight :  as  ho  had  befoio  related,  mora  than  Qsoe  [ 
that  Stoplien  pKHN»I«d  Itobcrt  m  taku^  tlio  oath  to  Matilda.  ! 
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besieged,  lie  engaged  in  a  luuardolis  conflict,  and  took  the 
king  pmoner.    This  fortunate  event,  however,  was  some- 
what obscured  by  his  own  capture  at  Winchester,  as  I  have 
recorded  in  the  transactions  of  the  Ibrmer  year  ;  though  by 
the  grace  of  God,  he  sho\vcd  himself,  not  so  much  an  object 
of  commifleratton,  as  of  praise^  in  that  capture.   For,  when 
he  saw  that  the  royalbt  earls  were  so  persevering  in  the  pur*  . 
suit  that  the  business  could  not  be  gotten  througli  witlioiit 
loss  on  his  part,  he  sent  (brward  all  those  for  whom  he  w  as  . 
under  apprehension,  and  more  espcoiully  tlie  empress.  When  ' 
they  had  proceeded  far  enough  to  escape  in  safety,  he  fol- 
lowed leisurely,  that  the  retreat  might  not  resemble  a  flight, 
and  received  the  attack  of  the  pursuers  himself ;  thus  pur* 
chasing,  by  his  own  detention,  the  liberty  of  his  friends. 
And  now,  even  at  the  moment  of  his  capture,  no  one,  as  I 
have  said  above,  perceived  him  either  dispirited,  or  lunuhU  d 
in  lani^napre  :  he  seemed  so  far  to  tower  above  I'ortune,  that 
he  eompeiied  his  persecutors,  for  I  am  loth  to  call  them  ene- 
mies, to  respect  him.    Wherefore  the  queen,  thougli  she 
might  have  remembered,  that  her  husband  had  been  fettered 
by  his  command,  yet  never  suffered  a  bond  of  any  kind  to  be 
put  ttpon  him,  nor  presumed  on  her  dignity  to  treat  him  dis* 
honourably.    And  finally  at  Rochester,  for  thither  he  was 
conducted,  ho  went  frcrly  whither  he  ])len?ed,  to  the  churelies 
below  the  castle,  and  eonver.sed  with  whom  he  chose,  the 
queen  only  being  present  (fur  after  her  departure  lie  was 
held  in  free  custody  in  the  keep)  and  so  calm  and  serene  was 
his  mind,  that,  getting  money  from  his  vassals  in  Kent,  he 
bouglit  some  valuable  horses,  which  were  both  serviceable 
and  benefieial  to  him  afterwards. 

The  earls  and  those  whose  business  it  was  to  speak  of  such 
matters,  at  first,  tried  if  he  would  allow  of  tlie  king  and  him- 
self being  liberated  on  equal  terms.  Though  his  countess, 
IVIabil,  out  of  solicitude  for  her  beloved  husband,  would 
bave  embraced  these  terms  the  moment  she  heard  them,  being, 
tlirough  conjugal  affection,  bent  on  his  liberation,  yet  he,  in 
his  vnsQT  policy,  refused  :  a^*serting  that  a  king  and  an  earl 
were  not  of  equal  importcuice  ;  however,  if  they  would 
allow  all  who  had  been  taken  with  him,  or  for  him,  to  be 
set  at  liberty,  to  this  he  miglit  consent.  But  the  earls  and 
other  royalists  would  not  assent  to  these  terms  $  they  .were 
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anxious  indeed  for  the  Icings  liberty,  but  not  at  their  own 
pecuDiary  loss  :  for  eurl  Gilbert  had  taken  William  of  Salis* 
.bury:  and  WilUam- de  Ipre9»  Uiunpbrj  de  Bohun  ;  and  - 
olhers  bad  made  aach  oiptures  as  thej  eoald,  at  Winchester^ 
greedily  expectijig  large  sums  for  their  raoaoni. 

Next  attacking  the  earl  another  way,  they  were  anxious  to 
alhii*e  him  with  niu'rinricent  promises,  if  so  they  miirht  etiect 
their  purjKJse.  Would  he  go  over  to  the  kiiig*s  ^i'le,  and 
dismiss  his  sister,  he  hliould  govern  the  whole  country  :  all 
things  should  await  his  docibion  :  tlie  crown  should  be  the 
only  distinction  between  him  and  the  king :  over  all  others  < 
he  should  rule  as  he  pleased.  The  earl  rejected  these  un« 
bounded  promiseSy  with  a  memornble  reply,  which  I  wish 
postt»rity  to  hear,  and  to  admire  :  aia  not  my  own  mastt  r/* 
hu'nl  \u\  "hut  am  in  another's  |>ower  ;  wheu  I  shall  .see  my- 
»eli  at  my  own  dis{>osal,  I  pix^mise  to  do  every  thing  which 
reji^n  dictates  on  the  matter  you  propound." 

Irritated  and  incensed  at  tlus,  when  they  could  do  nothing 
by  fair  means,  they  began  to  menace,  that  they  would  send  - 
him  over  sea  to  Boulogne,  and  keep  him  in  perpetual  bon- 
d.i'j^i*  till  druth.  Still,  however,  with  a  serene  ctiuntenance, 
dl-j>i'Hincr  tln  ir  threats,  he  firmly  and  truly  jnutested,  that  he 
feared  nothing  less.  Fur  hit  relied  c  n  tlie  spirit  of  his  wife, 
the  countess,  and  the  courage  of  his  partizans,  who  would 
immediately  send  the  king  into  Ireland,  if  they  heard  of  any 
foul  deed  perpetrated  against  himself. 

A  month  ehipsed  in  these  transactions  ;  so  difBcult  a  work 
wa^  it  to  t'tleet  the  liberation  of  princes  whom  I'urtune  had 
fettered  with  her  chain.*  But,  at  len^^th,  the  snp|)r)rters  of 
the  empress  having  conferred  together,  entreated  tlie  earl  by 
divers  messages,  that  .^^  as  he  could  not  do  what  he  would,** 
according  to  the  comic  writer,  he  would  do  what  he  could 
he  should  allow  therefore,  the  king  and  himself  to  be  set  at 
liberty,  on  ecpial  terms,  otherwise,*  said  they,  "we  fear  1^ 
the  earls,  inspirited  by  the  consciousness  of  their  '^VL'-dl  and 
most  distinLnsi-hed  exploit  in  making  you  caj)tive,  should  at- 
.  tack  UH  one  by  one,  reduce  our  codtlcs,  and  even  make  an 
attempt  upon  your  sister." 

Itobert,  wrought  upon  at  length,  assented  to  the  proposal 
of  the  l^ate  and  archbishop,  but  still  on  condition  that  none 

•  Virgil,  Ma.  I  S3. 
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of  the  casdes,  or  territory,  slioiald  be  restored,  which  had 
come  under  the  power  of  the  empress  or  of  any  of  her  faith- 
fill  adherents,  si&ee  the  eaptore  of  the  king :  but  he  eonld 
not  by  any  means  obtain  the  rdease  of  his  friends,  as  he  had 

given  ofil'uce  to  some  persons,  in  rejecting,  with  a  kind  of 
superciliousness  tlieir  magnificent  promises  with  respect  to 
the  government  of  the  whole  kingdom.  And  as  they  were 
extremely  anxious  that,  for  the  royal  dignity,  the  king  should 
be  first  set  at  liberty,  and  then  the  earl;  when  he  demurred 
to  this^  the  legate  and  the  archbishop  made  oath,  that  if  the 
king,  after  Ids  own  liberation,  refused  to  release  the  earl, 
they  would  forthwith  deliver  themselves  up  into  Robert's 
power,  to  be  conducted  wherever  he  pleased,  is'ur  did  he 
rest  here ;  for  liis  sagacious  mind  discovered  an  additional 
security.  It  might  fall  out,  that  the  king,  as  oiten  happens, 
listening  to  evil  counsel,  would  consider  the  detention  of  his 
brother,  and  of  the  archbishop,  as  of  very  little  consequence 
so  that  he  himself  were  at  bis  ease.  He  demanded,  there* 
fore,  from  them  both,  separately,  instruments,  with  their 
seals,  addi'cssed  to  the  pope,  to  the  foUowiiig  effect  j  "  That 
the  sovereign  pope  was  to  understand,  that  they,  fur  tlie 
liberation  of  the  king  and  the  peace  of  the  kingdom,  had 
bound  tliemselves  to  the  earl  by  this  covenant,  that,  if  the 
king  refused  to  liberate  him  after  his  own  release,  themselves 
would  willingly  surrender  to  his  custody.  Should  it,  there- 
foi'e,  come  to  this  calamitous  issue,  tln^y  earnestly  entreated, 
what  it  would  well  become  the  papal  goodness  voluntarily  to 
perform,  that  he  would  release  tliem,  who  were  his  sutlVa- 
gans,  as  well  as  the  earl,  from  unjustifiable  durance."  There 
was  something  more  to  the  same  effect. 

These  writings,  received  from  either  prelate,  Robert  depo- 
rted in  a  place  of  safety,  and  came  to  Winchester  with  them 
and  a  great  company  of  the  barons.  The  king  also,  as  has  ' 
been  before  observed,  conJng  thither  soon  niter,  had  a  frieudly 
interview  with  tlie  earl.  But  althoiigli  he,  and  all  th(i  carls 
present,  eagerly  busied  themselves  in  bringing  over  Robert 
to  their  wishes,  yet,  ^Mirri  as  a  rock  ami<l  the  ocean"  in  his 
resbtance^ .  he  rendered  their  attempts  abortive,  or  retuted 
them  by  argument.  He  t  flirmed,  that,  it  was  neither  reason- 
able nor  natural,  that  be  should  desert  his  sister,  whose  cause 
lie  had  justly  espoused,  n*  t  fur  any  heuetit  to  lilmself,  nor  so 
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much  out  of  dislike  to  the  king,  as  regard  to  his  oath^  which, 
•  they  ahu)  ought  to  reinemUeri  it  was  impiety  to  violate,  espe- 
eiaUy  when  he  called  to  mind^  that  he  hod.  been  enjoined  by 
the  pope  to  respect  the  oath  be  had  taken  to  hia  sister  in  the 
presenee  of  hu  lather.  Thua  fiiiUug  of  ]^ieaee^  they  severally 
de])arted. 

The  reason  why  I  have  not  ini  urpuraled  tliese  events  ^vith 
the  tnifisactioiis  of  the  former  year  is  that  I  did  not  then 
know  them  ;  ibr  1  have  always  dreaded  to  transmit  anything; 
to  posterity,  tlirough  my  narrutive,  the  truth  of  which  X 
could  not  perfectly  vouch  for«  What,  then,  I  have  to  relate 
of  the  present  year  will  commence  as  foUowSp 

The  respeetive  parties  of  the  empress  and  of  the  king, 
conducted  themselves  ^vull  quiet  turbearance  froiu  Christmas 
to  Lent,  anxiou:i  ratlier  to  preserve  theii  uwn,  than  to  ravage 
tlie  possessions  of  others.  The  king  went  to  a  distant 
part  of  the  kingdom  for  the  purpose  of  quelling  some  disturb- 
ances. Lent  coming  on  gave  all  a  respite  from  war ;  in 
the  midst  of  which  the  empress  came  with  her  party  to  De- 
vizes, where  her  secret  designs  wei'e  debated.    So  much  of 

lli».iu,  howuvci",  tr. inspired  that  it  WiHi  known  thut  all  her 
piu*ti/u!!S  had  agiLi'd  to  send  for  the  earl  of  Anjou,  who  was 
must  interested  in  tlie  defence  of  the  inheritance  of  his  wife 
and  cliildi^en  in  England.  Men  of  respectability  were,  there- 
fore,  despatched  and  such  as  might  fitly  execute  a  business  of 
such  magnitude.  Not  long  after,  nearly  on  the  Easter  holi- 
days, tlte  king,  while  meditating,  as  it  is  said,  some  harsh 
measures,  was  detained  by  an  acute  disease  at  Northampton ; 
so  severe,  indee<l,  tliat  he  was  reported,  almost  throughout 
England,  as  being  at  tlie  point  of  death.  His  sickness  con- 
tinued till  after  l^entecost,  when  returning  health  gradually 
restored  him.  In  the  meantime,  the  messengers  returning 
from  Anjou,  related  the  result  of  their  mission  to  the 
em]>ress  and  the  princes  in  a  second  council,  held  at  Devices 
on  the  octaves  of  Pentecost.  Tliey  said  that  the  earl  of 
Anjou  in  some  measure  favoured  the  mission  of  the  nobility, 
but  tliat  among  them  all  he  was  only  well  acquainted  with 
tlie  earl  of  Gloucester,  of  whose  prudence  and  iidelity,  great- 
ness of  mind  and  industry,  he  had  long  since  had  proof. 
Were  he  to  make  a  voyage  to  liim  he  would,  as  far  aa  he 
was  able,  accede  to  his  wishes:  but  that  all  other  nersons  * 

H  u  2 


Digitized  by  Google 


532  KOPEBN  UXSTOBT.  ^  im^uu 

• 

would  expond  their  labour  ia  paasing  and  repassing  to  no 
purpose.  • 

Tlie  hopes  of  all  the  assembly  being  thus  excited^  they 
entreated  that  the  earl  would  eondescend  to  undertake  this 
task  on  account  of  the  inheritance  of  his  sister  and  of  lii^ 
nephews.  At  first  he  excused  himself,  ftllcging  the  ditli- 
culty  of  the  business,  the  perilous  journey,  beset  with 
encuue^  on  either  side  of  the  sea;  that  it  would  be  at- 
tended  with  danger  to  his  sister,  as  in  his  absence  those 
persons  would  be  hardly  able  to  defend  her^  who,  distrusting 
even  the  strength  of  their  own  party^  had  nearly  deserted 
her  during  his  captivity.  Yielding  at  length  to  the  generd 
desire,  lie  demanded  hostages,  especially  IVom  those  wlio 
were  considered  as  the  chief  persons,  to  be  taken  with  him 
into  Normandy,  and  to  be  pledi^es,  as  well  to  the  earl  of  An- 
jou  as  to  the  empress ;  and  that  all,  continuing  at  Oxford, 
should  unite  in  defending  her  from  injury  to  the  utmost 
while  he  was  absent  Ilis  propositions  were  eagerly  ap-  « 
proved,  and  hostages  given  him  to  be  eonducted  into 
Normandy. 

Ilobert,  therefore,  hiddini^  adieu  to  his  si?ter,  and  taking 
"witli  him  his  lio>ta^es  and  some  light  troops,  proceeded  by 
safe  mai'ches  to  Wareham,  which  town  and  castle  ho  .had 
long  since  entrusted  to  lus  eldest  son  William.  There,  soon 
after  the  festival  of  St.  Jolin»  eommitting  himself^  by  tlie 
grace  of  God»  to  the  ocean,  with  such  vessels  as  he  then  pos«* 
sessed,  he  weighed  anclior.  When  they  were  about  mid-sea, 
a  tempe.^t  arising,  all  except  two  were  dispersed ;  some  were 
driven  back,  and  some  carried  beyond  their  dc^tiiiation. 
Two  only,  in  one  of  which  was  the  earl  with  his  most  faith- 
ful adherents,  keeping  their  course,  arrived  in  the  wished-for 
port.  Proceeding  thus  to  Caen,  lie  sent  messongei's  for  the 
earl  of  Anjou*  The  earl  came  without  reluctanee,  but 
stated  his  difficulties,  and  those  not  a  few,  to  the  object  of 
the  end>assy  when  pro|>osed  to  him ;  among  others  that  ho 
should  be;  detained  from  coming  into  Kngland  by  the  rebel- 
lion of  many  castles  in  Normandy.  This  eireunistance  de- 
layed the  earl  of  Gloucester's  return  longer  than  he  had 
intended:  for,  that  he  might  deprive  the  earl  of  Anjou  of' 
every  evasion,  he  assisted  him  ia  subduing  ten  castles  in 
Kormandy,   The  names  of  which  were  Tenerchebrei,  Seitii* 
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ilftret,  Brichenurt,  Alui,  Btttentiarg,  THyeres^  Castel  de 
Vini,  Placeit,  Vilers,  Moretou.    Yet  evea  by  this  activity, 

hi"  furthered  the  cn4  of  his  mission  but  little.  The  earl  of 
Anjou  btated  fresh  causes^  as  the  former  were  done  away,  to 
excute  his  coming  into  England,  Indeed,  as  a  very  aingtdar 
(avouTi  he  permitted  his  eldest  son,  by  th^  empress,  to  accom«- 
pany  hia  uncle  to  England,  by  whose  presence  the  chiefs 
mlj^ht  be  encouraged  to  defend  the  cause  of  the  lawful  heir. 
Tlie  youth  is  named  Henry,  atu  r  his  »?randfatlier ;  may  lie 
hereafter  resemble  him  in  ]jap[»iiiess  ami  in  ])o\ver. 

In  England,  in  the  meantmie,  the  king  seizinp:  the  q)por- 
tuoity  of  the  earl's  absence  came  unexpeetedly  to  Warehani, 
and  finding  it  .slightly  garrisoned,  he  burned  and  pluiulered 
the  town,  and  immediately  got  possession  of  the  castle  alsa 
Not  content  with  this,  as  he  saw  fortune  inclined  to  favour 
him,  three  days  before  the  festival  of  St.  Michael,  by  an  un- 
cxjHJCtcJ  ehanco,*  he  burned  the  city  of  Oxford,  ami  laid 
siege  to  the  eastle,  in  which  was  the  empress  with  her  do- 
mestic guards.    This  he  did  with  such  determined  resolution, 
that  he  declared  no  hope  of  advantage  or  fear  of  loss  sImjuM 
induce  Iiim  to  depart  till  the  castle  was  delivered  up^  and  the 
empress  surrendered  to  his  power.    8hortly  after,  all  the 
nobility  of  the  einj)re.ss\s  party,  ashamed  cm  being  absent 
fn»m  tlieir  .sovereign  in  violation  of  iheir  compact,  assembled  in 
large  Ixulie^i  at  W'alUngford,  with  tlie.  determination  of  attack- 
ing the  king  if  he  would  risk  a  battle  in  the  open  plain;  hut 
tiiey  had  no  intention  of  assailing  him  within  the  city,  as 
Uobert  earl  of  Gloucester  had  so  fortified  it  with  <Utches  that 
it  ap{)earcd  impregnable  unless  by  fire. 

These  rumours  becoming  i)i'evalent  in  Normandy,  Robert 
ha.sten(  il  his  return.  He  embarked,  therefore,  soniewliat 
more  than  three,  but  less  than  four  hundred  horseiiicn,  on' 
lx>ard  lifly-two  vessels ;  to  tliese  were  added  two  which  he 
took  at  sea  on  his  return.  God*s  grace  so  singulai*Iy  favoured 
his  pious  resolution  that  not  one  ship,  out  of  so  great  a  num- 
ber, was  separatcil,  but  all  nearly  close  together,^  or  gently 
proceeding  one  bcfor<5  the  other,  ploughed  the  caW bosom  of 
the  deep.    Nor  did  the  waves  violently  dash  against  tlid 

*  The  garriaon  hu^  ing  Hallk^d  out  agiuiiat  hitn,  ho  suddenly  piuwct!  a 
wltich  \\as  not  j;encr;i!ly  known  und,  rei>cUiag  the  eucmyi  entered  ibetova 
with  Uiiin*  UcttU  lltgis  btephani,  d6tf. 
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fleets  bat  rather  seemed  subserviently  to  further  their  piias- 
age,  like  that  most  beautiful  appearance  at  sea  when  the  . 

wave  flrradiially  npproaehinp:  g^-ntW  breaks  upon  the  shore. 
Thus  making  the  port  of  AVareham,  tliese  favoured  vessels 
restored  the  carl  and  all  his  companions  to  the  wishes  of 
tlieh'  friends. 

He  had  at  first  thought  of  landing  at  Southampton,  at 
once  to  wreak  his  vengeance  both  on  its  inhabitants  and  on 
their  lord:  but  this  resolution  was  changed  through  the 
repeated  entreaties  of  the  Vituli,  who  were  fearful  that  their 

dearest  connexions,  wlio  refilled  at  Southampton,  would  liu 
involved  in  the  general  calaiuity.  Tliesc  are  a  kind  of 
mariner.^,  who  are  known  by  the  name  of  A'ituli;  and  as 
they  are  his  faithful  adherents  he  thought  iit  to  listen  to  their 
petitions,  and  desist  from  his  design.  Again,  it  appeared 
niorc  dignified  to  return  to  the  place  whence  he  had  departed, 
and  to  recover  by  force  what  he  had  lost  by  a  siijdhir  mode. 
Reducing,  tlierefore,  immediately  the  port  and  town,  he  laid 
siege  to  the  castle,  which  by  its  strength  stiniulatcd  the  spi- 
rit, not  to  call  it  ul)-tinacy,  of  those  of  tlie  kind's  elioieest 
troops  who  defended  it.  Yet,  nevertheless,  soon  after,  the 
garrison,  shaken  in  their  resolution  by  the  engines  of  the 
earl,  and  greatly  alarmed,  begged  a  truce,  that,  as  is  the 
custom  of  the  military,  they  might  demand  assistance  from 
the  king,  consenting  to  deliver  up  the  castle  if  he  i*efused  to 
come  by  a  eortain  day.  This,  though  he  was  ])ossessed  with 
the  utmost  impatience  to  become  master  oi'  thi'  fortress,  was 
very  agreeable  to  the  earl,  as  it  led  him  to  supiH>se  it  might 
draw  off  Stephen  from  besieging  his  sister.  We  may  inuigine 
what  firmness  of  mind  this  man  possessed  who,  with  little 
more  than  tliree  bundred  horsemen,  and  as  yet  joined  by  no 
succours  in  England,  could  undauntedly  await  the  king,  who 
was  reported  to  have  more  than  a  thousand ;  for  many  ])cr- 
sons  had  joined  the  siege,  not  so  much  through  dislike  to  the 
empress  as  through  the  hope  of  plunder. 

However,  when  it  was  eertified  that  the  king,  from  that 
j^solution  Avhich  T  Irave  before  mentioned,  refused  assistance 
to  the  besieged  at  Wareham,  the  earl  obtained  the  castle,  and  • 
with  the  same  attack  subdued  the  island  of  Portland,  which 
they  had  fortified,  ns  well  as  a  thinl  castle,  called  Lullewar- 
dcu,  which  belonged  to  a  certain  chamberlain,  called  William. 
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of  Olaatonbury,  who  had  lately  revolted  from  the  empress. 
RoljiMt  then,  at  the  beginning  of  Advent,  suiiimoiied  the 
whole*  of  Matilda*^  partisans  to  Cirencester  :  where  all  resolv- 
ing to  allbrd  their  sovereign  every  possible  assistaace,  thej 
*  meditated  a  march  to  Oxford  ;  courageously  4etenniiiing  to 
give  the  king  bnttlei  unlessi  be  retreated*  .But  as  tki^y  were 
on  their  routes  the  pleasing  account  reached  them,  that  the 
empress  had  escaped  from  the  blockaded  castle  at  Oxford, 
and  was  now  at  VValUn^dni d  in  security.  Turning  aside 
tlntiier,  then,  nt  t\\r  suL'ir<  >tion  of  thrir  sovereign,  since  the 
soldiers  wiio  had  remained  at  her  departure,  al*ter  delivering 
up  tlie  castle,  had  gone  away  without  molestation,  and  the 
holidays  admonished  them  to  repose  awhil^  they  resolved  to 
abstain  from  battle^  and  retired  to  their  homes. 

I  would  very  wiUingly  subjoin  the  manner  of  the  em* 
press's  liberation,  did  1  know  it  to  a  certainty  ;  for  it  is  un- 
doubtedly one  of  God*s  manifest  miracles,  'i  iiis,  however,  is 
sutliciently  notorious,  that,  through  ieur  of  tlie  earl's  approach, 
many  of  the  besiegers  at  Oxford  stole  away  wherever  they 
were  ablCi  and  the  rest  remitted  their  vigilance,  and  kept 
not  80  good  a  look  out  as  before ;  more  anxious  for  their  own 
safety,  in  case  it  came  to  a  battlci  than  bent  on  the  destruc- 
tion of  others.*  Tliis  circumstance  being  remarked  by  the 
townsmen,  the  einpK  with  only  four  soldiers,  made  her 
escape  through  a  bmali  postern,  and  passed  the  river.  After- 
wards,  as  necessity  sometimes,  and  indeed,  almost  ahvay^^ 
discovers  means  and  ministers  courage,  she  went  to  Abing* 
don  on  foot,  and  thence  reached  Wallingford  on  horse-bock* 
But  this  I  purpose  describing  more  fully,  if,  by  6od*s  per- 
mission, I  shall  ever  learn  the  truth  'of  it  from  those  who 
were  present. 

•  One  of  the  MSS.  om'iu  from,  "  Tliis  circumstance,"  to  the  end,  and 
substitutiis,  •  .  •  •  ^  but  theHo  niiittcrri,  with  Uud'tf  perausttODy  ihall  bd 
mure  hu;gcly  treated  in  the  foiiuwing  vuluaie." 
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k  ouLTVAV,  ponlthcd  In  Old  84x007,  71. 

/flU*  foondi  the  kingdom  of  Sutuiex,  &2. 

Aiiiiitr.  bUhup  of  i'uf,  3t>3.  3G3. 

Akuin,  62i  hit  epibiU'S,  OC,  79^  81. 

AlUlicItn,  »bbiit  of  liiUnie»bur/,  20^  nudo 
bithop  of  Sherltorne,  35i 

A!arvd.  abp.  uf  V  ork,  crowDi  William  L  Sfil> 

AlUrvx,  William  de,  account  of, 

Alexander,  bp.  of  Lincoln,  iropriHoncd,  .'^00. 

Alrxtua  L  emperur  of  CoaniaDtinople,  305. 

AlfM-old,  king  of  Nortbumbru,  C8. 

Alfred,  king  of  Knglund,  anointed  by  pope 
Leo,  i>l>_I  aaccndd  ibu  tbronc,  113 ;  retires 
to  Athtilney,  ib.  ;  a^.^umes  the  garb  of  a 
mlobtrel,  114 :  routs  tbe  Danes,  IIC:  his 
porkonal  bravery,  117 ;  biH  children,  ib. ; 
fuunds  varioutf  uionaHteriod,  \  \^  \  bis  love 
of  literature,  ib. ;  dieH.  121. 

jllfrod,  tlichon  of  Klhclred,  JuL 

Al.rid.  king  of  Northumbria,  i^L 

Al:a,  king  of  Nurthunibria,  iL 

Alniudif,  cuunte;tH  of  Tuuluu.^c, 

Ambruaiua,  monarch  of  Hrituin,  LL 

Ai.uluf,  129.  \M  ;  created  king  by  Ibo  North- 
uuibriuu.H,  141. 

An^lcM  und  SuxonH  invited  from  German j, 
2 ;  arrive  in  liritain,  fi. 

AiiKlo-S:huol  at  Uunio,  QiL 

Anjuu,  eurlK  of,  account  of,  2fi2i 

Anjuu,  (iouHfi'y  earl  of,  account  of,  2CL 

AnUf,  kliiK"'  Norway,  baptized.  lliS. 

Auhelni,  abp.  of  Cmierbury,  4uil3  the  king- 
dom, .{ )H  ;  recallod,  428 :  his  conte»t  u'ltb 
kinK  Henry,  lAi 

▲n^ichetil,  u  Norman  nobleman,  LLL 

Autioch.  description  and  aiego  of,  378—382. 

AoxianuH,  governor  of  Antii>ch,  3 7 'J.  IIM^ 

Arbrihil,  l<ul»crt  do,  accuunt  of.  471. 

Architecture,  now  stylo  of  at  We.ttminater, 
55  ;  at  baJiabiny  and  M.ilmesbury,  442. 

Annorica  or  Uretagne,  liritiah  settlement 
of,IL 

Arthur  assists  Ambrobiu9|  11 ;  his  Mcpul- 

thre  never  found.  115. 
Ahia  Minor,  it;*  ancient  frultfulne.-<.'«,  377* 
A.-s.H,  a  man  tran.>>furmed  into  one.  IHO. 
AhMcr,  biithop  of  Sherborne,  accouitt  of,  118» 
AKsingdwn,  conhecratiun  of  ehureh  at,  1]£!L 
Athclard,abp  of  Canterbury,  hi. 
Alhelstun.  king  of  Mercia,  12S  -14U. 
Aiholwold,  the  confidant  of  bldj^ar,  1'!). 
AuguKtino,  St.,  eonveriri  the  l:ing  of  Kent 

to  Christianity,  12»  2lL    iico  Joscelyn. 
Azutub,  siege  of,  iUl^ 


Babylon  in  Fgypt,  formerlj  Taphnia,  300. 

Badon,  Mount,  siege  of,  LL 

liaieux,  city  of,  burned,  433. 

Baidred,  king  of  Kent,  17;  expelled.  ML 

Iluldwin  L  king  of  Jerusalem,  395— 412, 

liuldwin  II,  king  of  Jerucalein,  412. 

llaUlwin.  eaxl  o(  Flanders, 

Halista,  what,  38Dx 

Ballsda,  ancient  historical,  139, 148,  311. 

Balso  the  Short,  eiory  of,  145. 

llungor,  monastery  of,  41. 

Uattles  at  Aylcsford.  1124;  Antioeh.  2^ 
Ascalon,  3D1  ;  As^iingdon,  1*>4  ;  Bensin^ 
ton,  2^ ;  Bruneford  or  Brumby,  12^; 
Degritan.  43 ;  Dol,  ;  Eschcndun,  111 ; 
Ui-rborai,  ;  If  actings,  2V.  276,  2jQ; 
Helleudun,  OCj  Penn,  nrar  Gillingh&m, 
193:  Sceordtan,  ib. ; .  St\ndford-Uridge, 
I'.'iG  ;  Tenersebray,  433  ;  Walesidun.  2Ct;; 
Witgeonle^brug,  213  ;  Wodonsdike,  IS^ 

Battle  abbey,  founded  by  William  1^  a^lL 

Bede,  Venerable,  3,  54,  56^50. 

Bele>me,  Robert  de,  430,  433. 

Benedict  Biacop,  founder  of  \ Vearmoath, 54 . 

BenignuH,  St.  25_;  bis  epitaph,  ib. 

Berefreid.  what,  3hiL 

Berengar  of  Tourn,  account  of  3LL 

Bernard,  abbut  of  T}Tim,  accoaul  o(  4ZL 

Beruiird,  the  monk,  3^ 

Hernicia,  kingdom  of, 

Bernulph,  king  of  Mercia,  87^  fl& 

Berihwulf,  king  of  Mercia,  expelled,  ^ 

Bertric.  king  of  Wensex,  4U ;  expels  Eg- 
bert, 115 ;  poisoned,  liUL 

Bt  thlehem,  church  of  St.  Mary,  at  3fi3. 

Bezants,  money  so  called.  372,  40(1. 

Bi>lioprics,  extinct  or  connolidatod.  28.  Ex- 
tent of.  22  ;  removal  of,  78.  iiii ;  prece- 
dence of.  22. 

Binlu>prt.  seven,  story  of,  127,  128» 

BloiH,  Theobald  earl  of.  42^ 

Blois,  Henry  de,  bishop  of  Wlnton,  and  le* ' 
gate.  5111  ;  his  treaty  with  the  empress 
Maud.  517;  holds  a  council  at  Winiou. 
518  ;  hlM  (|uarrel  with  the  empress,  22X 

Bbiii*.  Stephen  earl  of.  Joins  the  cnaaade. 
3tJt>.  4U8  ;  killed  at  lUmula,  IKL 

Blood,  iti  phvMcal  effects,  3ol;  Bhowerof.ttZ^ 

Boantund,  his  de.sign  in  urging  the  cru:^de, 
3'<(?,  3lia  ;  account  of,  413. 

Bonilace,  archbishop  of  Menti,  73. 

Boy,  Jewish,  legendary  story  of,  314. 

Bracelets  expotiod  by  Alfred  on  highwaya» 
118. 
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Briget,  St.  25. 

Kriiuiis,  avarice  and  rapine  of^  C7. 
Britonn,  wcatoro,  or  ComwalUth,  13L 

Urilhwin,  bishop  of  Wilton,  247. 
liurgundj,  Stephen  earl  of,  liliL   Killed  at 

lUmula,  41iL 
Biu-hred,  kin^  of  Mercia,  8S> 

Cadwalla,  king  of  the  liritone,  AiL 
Ca)awaUa,  king  of  Wcssex,  IfL  Baptiied, 

and  culled  Peter, 
Cuorlcun,  or  Cheater, 
CTbstaxea,  Hiego  of,  lili. 
C.-esar^  Julius,  Rubduep  Britain,  5. 
Caltxtue  II,  pope,  hiti.  letter  on  reducing 

Sutrl,  HjQ.  ;  accommodation  with  the  em> 

perur  Henry  V,  4G7. 
CaJne,  remarkable  accident  at,  li^ 
Canons,  secular,  expelled  Winchester,  149, 

Attempt  to  -  recover  their  moDa«terieB, 

CantiTbur)*,  Roe  of,  a<t^»nipt  to  remoro  it  to 
l.lcltlli'lii,  ;  cuntruvoDt/  %vith  boo  of 
York,  31J). 

Canterbuf)',  city  of,  burnt,  KL  Dreadful 
outrage  at,  218, 

Canute,  elected  king  by  the  Danes,  lOO ; 
iandhat  Sandvich,  Uil ;  divider  thu  king- 
dom with  Kdmuud  Iruntiide,  1Q2;  aiMUmes 
the  sovereignty  of  England,  190 ;  con- 
(iners  the  Swedes  and  Norwegiann,  IM ; 
his  epistle  from  Itome,  1U9 ;  his  death, 

Caradoc  of  Lancarvon,  hii  Life  of  Oildas, 
22.  note, 

Ccawlin,  king  of  Wessex,  bis  character,  IB* 
'  Ceohvulf,  king  of  Northumbria,  23 ;  be- 
comes a  nioni(,  (LL 

Centuries,  or  hundreds,  instituted,  117. 

Cenric,  king  of  Wossex,  his  character,  IH. 

Ceolfrid,  abbat  of  Weanuouth,  51^  2Aa 

Ceols,  vessels  so  called,  described,  8,  Ifl. 

Cerdic,  founds  tbo  liingdum  of  Wessex,  12, 

Charles  the  Groat  (Chariemngne),  b5. 

Clwlta  the  IJald,  king  of  France,  12 J. 

Charles  the  Simple,  liing  of  France,  12L 

Charl?3  the  Fat,  king  of  France,  lfl2, 

Churtijrs,  Ethelbald'p,  Z<L  Etlielwulfa, 
107.  Edmund's,  to  Glastonbury,  141. 
Edgar's,  to  Gla-tonbury,  HL  To  Al'ulm«'rt- 
bury,  idH;  Cunuto's,  to  (*lastunbury,  2ii2» 
^•lephen•s,  4113. 

Cbanres,  siege  of,  125.   Church  of,  204. 

Ch.asubto,  meaning  of,  473.  note. 

CI) ester,  reduced  by  Edward  the  eider, 
Uh 

Chorges,  bishop  ol^  account  of,  414.  417. 

Christianity,  introduced  into  Mtrcia,  2L 

Clironicle,  Saxon,  3,  30.  39,  QB. 

Churchyards,  privileged  of,  492,  m'c, 

Circ-cet.  what,  2112. 

Cibita,  king  of  Sussex,  92,  nott, 

Cis tertian  order,  origin  of,  317  ;  obscrr- 

ancei  of,  349. 
Clergy,  vanity  of  their  dress  condemned,  TIL 


Clerka,  two,  at  Nantei,  itory  of,  2M. 

Clermont,  council  of,  its  enactments,  ZCtj. 
Clock,  mechanical,  12JL 
Cologne,  abp.  of,  his  exemplary  conduct,  163L 
Couu:t,  appearance  of,  2^1.  343. 
Complines,  what,  350.  note: 
Cotistantine  the  Great,  exhausts  Dritain.  (L 
Constantino,  elected  emperor,  and  slum,  G. 
Cousiantine,  king  of  Scots,  expelled  his 

kingdom,  129j  killed,  131L 
ConKtHutinoplo,  described,  372.    Iti  era* 

perors,  324. 
Corbaguath,  or  Corbanach,  commander  of 

the  Persian  forces,  361.  His  death,  42L 
CounciK  ecclesioMtical,  civil,  ^  7(L  127, 

103,  191^  311j  35C,-JG'2.  4^  50L  517^  ^ 
Court,  licentiousneHs  of  Uufus's,  337. 
Courtiers,  their  insolence  to  tliu  clergy,  333, 
Cridi,  king  of  Mercia,  70,  note. 
Cros-t,  part  of  our  Saviour's,  118, 13C,  3D0, 

41L 

Cru'  iMx,  said  to  hifvo  upoken,  1113.  Crlo. 
brulml  one  at  Lucca,  33JL  Ai  Winches- 
ter, 5:i3. 

Crusad.rs,  march  of,  31LL  Their  extreme 
di.str3SH,  377.  Their  admirable  conduct, 
387-391. 

Cuichelnj,  king  of  Wessex,  19,  2ih 

Cumberland,  ussigiied  to  Malcolm,  lAL. 

Curfew,  KU|ipo<jod  abolition  of,  42 S,  mAe. 

Cuthbert,  St.  52.  Appears  to  Alfred,  111 
Ilirt  incorruption,  2:{(}. 

Cuthburga,  abbess  of  Wlmboma,  35. 

Cuthrrd,  king  of  West  Suxuns,  32. 

Cyiiegils,  king  of  Wessox,  account  of,  20. 

Cynewolf,  king  of  West  Saxons,  3fl, 

Dancers  and  profane  singers  punished,  Ifii 
Danes,  inv.ide  England,  40^  QiL  Itavagea 

of.  G9, 11^  IfiT.   Hutchercd  by  Ethelrcd, 

109.    Exact  tribute,  lUi. 
Danube,  the  river,  described,  374. 
Daibort,  abp.  of  Pisa,  joins  thu  Cru.^ade,  397. 

Mado  patriarch  of  Jeru^alem.  31ii. 
Dalmatic,  garment  so  called,  what,  85. 
Danfrunt,  siego  of,  2li3.   Cahllo  of,  431L. 
David,  St.,  2iL 

David,  lower  of,  at  Jerusalem  described,  382, 
David,  I'lng  of  Scotland,  his  character.  434. 
Deconnaries,  or  liihings  instituted,  112. 
l>olra,  provincu  of,  4^ 
Den,  a  monastery  so  called,  4C6. 
Denmark,  succession  of  its  kings,  222. 
Devices,  on  armour  or  bhield.«,  202.  4(iQL 
Devil,  visible  appearance  of,  343» 
Dionysius  the  Areoi»agiie,  119. 
Donu*silay-bouk,  account  of,  29L 
Drinking  by  pegs,  account  of,  lifl. 
Dunstan,  abp.  of  Cuntcrbur)-,  141,  167,  243. 
Durham,  privileges  of  the  suu  of,  3liX 

Ea  lbtrt,  king  of  Northumbria,  61—67. 
r»idburga.  daughter  of  Edward  the  Elder, 

12\  244. 
Eadburga,  queen  of  Wessex,  ISiiL 
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f^AhHA.  VIngftf  Kent.  IS 

E^aUri  Vrvu,  king  of  Kent,  IZ*  9lL 

Kad^arlng.  nicauing  of,  Ul< 

Kailin«r,  the  historian,  3^  iu>te^ 

V^iWlAn,  bifehop  of  ShcrtMirite,  106,  108. 

Earli.  tholr  uttlcial  honoun,  i'JO.  tioU. 

Fartbquake,  terrible.  ILL 

h^n  ArkIIa,  kingdom  uf,  88^  Extent  of.  92. 

Plundered  by  th«  Daue«,  ILL  Account 

of,  liiL 

ScclcHUMtlct,  their  propurtx  tclzod  At  death. 

VJl. 

Fclipuc.  tcrHflc,  iM±  511* 

Kd»n,  king  of  Scots.  42.. 

Kd«"«ha,  in  MoH«»iK>iuniia,  dc<»crll>ed,  306. 

YA^iiT,  king  of  Knglnnd,  147— ir)2. 

hd^nr  Ktheling,  bju  of  Kdward  tho  Exile, 

iiX    Hi*  cburacter.  'JSi. 
FiV'itht,  vkife  of  llic  CunfesMtr,  9X6. 
Kdiiiecj,  Ktone,  flfiit  builder*  of  iii  Kngland, 

KJilhi,  daughter  of  K.lf;nr,  ill 
Edmund.  St.  king  «»f  1- i*'t  Anftlia,  bJQL  Slain, 
112.    >lis  incurruption,  23G.    Hie  boun- 
dary, 242.    Church  built  la  honour  of 
him,  m 

Fdinund.  king.  IIL    111*  death,  LO^ 

Kdniund  Iromtid**,  101—11)5. 

Kdrcd.  king  of  l-lrt^Jand.  ILL 

K  lric,  duko  of  Merela,  \J}9,  Tjn,  157, 

Kdvvurd  tho  Klder,  llLL    ITU  ibaue,  124, 

Kducutiou  of  litK  children,  121, 
Pdwur.l  tho  Martyr,  111^^105. 
KtlwHfd  ll»o  Confessor,  2JjIL   Crowned  at 

Winthooter,  21t>.  Hi«  churactcr,  21L  Hia 

prr.lielion^.  ilL    Hicn,  213. 
Kdward  the  Kxii*^  comes  to  Kngland,  2^ 
Kdwin,  king  of  Nurthumbria.  iiL 
K«lwin,  broth«*r  of  AtheUtan.  139. 
Kilwni,  bfolln  r  of  Kdmund  Ironside,  19C. 
Fdwin  and  Morcir,  earl»  of  Norihumbria, 

Edwy,  king  of  Fngland,  U5=UL 

K^:l>ert.  king  of  Kent.  12± 

KglKTrt,  archbishop  of  York,  fiL 

Kr;l>ert,  king  of  We.-ex,  »4— 97. 

Effort,  king  of  Mercia.  fiiL 

}-.f;friii,  king  of  Northumbria,  5L 

Ki;inhurd,  hiH  lifu  of  Charlemagne,  64,  note. 

i:i>e,  bon  of  Ken^ibl,  king  of  Kent,  1^ 

Klbert,  and  Kgel bright,  1^  237,  243. 

KleutheriuA,  bishop  of  Home.  ^ 

Mlfred,  thu  rival  of  king  Athvlstan,  128  ; 

UiH  Hingular  death,  137. 
KlferiuH,  deairoya  ntonuHtericff,  104,  1C5. 
Klfgiva,  concubinu  of  king  Edwy,  110. 
tlfihrlda.  wlfo  of  king  Kdgar,  159,  161; 

CuuHe*  tho  murder  of  king  Kdward,  1G4, 
Klmcr,  a  monk,  !lioH  liku  D.'Dd.iluK,  2.52. 
i^lphego,  urchbi^lMtp  of  Canterbury,  1G8; 

hlH  body  translated  to  Canturbury,  202 ; 

its  incorrupt  ion,  2M. 
El  ward,  or  Llthelwerd,  abrldgcr  of  the  Saxoa 

Chronicle,  3,  iwte. 
Ely,  church  oT,  made  a  cathedral,  476. 


Emma  queen  of  Etbelred,  197;  her  libe- 
rality to  Wlncbcaier,  213 ;  story  of  tb« 
plougtuiLares,  ib.  noU, 

England^  divUlona   of,  geographical  and 

ecclchiastical,  91 — 93;  oppre^Ncd  state  of 
after  the  conquest,  235.  253 ;  its  i&men- 
table  condition  in  the  timo  of  Stephen, 
4UC.  5QiL  . 

ErcontK>rt,  king  of  Kent,  14> 

Ercougotha,  St.  15,  242. 

Erie,  expelled  the  kingdom  by  Canute,  197. 

Krmenhilda,  St.  24^ 

Eihclbjld.  king  of  McrcU,  7J-7Z. 

Etholliald,  king  of  We.^sex,  Ud* 

Ethelbcrt,  king  of  Kent,  12 ;  bla  an<>wer 
to  Augustine,  11;  converted  to  Cbriaii- 
anity,  ib. 

EthellK'rt,  St.  king  of  Eoft  Anglla,  killed,  7& 
rthelbert,  king  of  Kent,  E^scx,  110. 
Kthelbert,  Soil  of  Krmeurcd,  murdered,  15, 

237.  213, 
Fthi  lburga,  queen  of  tna,  hor  art. 
Kthcldrida,  St.  her  incurruption, 
Kthelfrid.  king  of  Northumbria,  43. 
Kthelnoth,  archbl>hop  of  Canterbury,  202, 
Ethelred,  king  of  M.  rcia,  72. 
Ktheircd.  sou  of  Knuciired,  murdered,  15, 

23L2ii 

Ethelred,  or  Ethelbert,  king  of  Northnn* 

bria,  !i*L 

Ethelred.  king  of  We^.•»ox.  IIL 

Ethelred  II,  king  of  England.  1C5, 186—191 

Etheltleda,  lady  of  the  Mercians,  123. 

Kthered,  earl,  governor  of  Mercia,  116. 

Eihelric,  king  of  Northumbria,  42. 

Kihehvald  opponea  Kdward  the  Elder,  123. 

Kihelwalch,  king  of  Suj-^ex.  2SL  I 

Klhelwold,  bibhop  of  Winchester,  14S. 

Ethelwulf.  king,  92  ;  his  grant  of  tithes, 
9a  :  marrie*  Judith,  99_;  returns  from 
Itome,  lUG ;  his  charter,  107 ;  his  de- 
scent, 109. 

Furipuri,  or  Pca-flood,  destroys  Tillsgcii,  Ifll. 
Eubtuce.  earl  of  lioulogne,  liin  ttlfruy.  218. 
Exeter,  fortified  and  walled  by  Athelstan, 
134  ;  burnt,  IM ;  reduced  by  Wm.  1, 2fiiL 

Famine,  ravages  England,  170. 

Feudal  law,  practice;!  connected  with,  447. 

uoU. 

Firo.  ifiacred,  mlraclo  of,  at  Jerusalem,  3S4, 

Fitz  Hubert.  ]Robort.  506i  5LL 
Fil2-U«borne,  William.  2iA. 
Flandcra,  Hobert  earl  of,  3CC,  436. 
ForinoHU<«,  pope,  his  prctcndLHl  epistle,  127* 
ForcRt,  New.  account  of,  30C. 
Franks,  origin  of,  G3  ;  their  character,  05. 
France,  recapitulation  of  kings  of,  G4j  1^ 
Fr»  a,  wlfo  of  Woden,  ii, 
Frideswido,  St.  church  at  Oxford  burat, 
191. 

Polehcr  of  Chartres,  on  Syrian  transactions, 
Fulbert  of  Chartres,  his  character,  204,  31L 
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Falda,  mon&iteiy  of,  210 ;  diieafla  at,  318. 
Fali,  e&rl  of  Ai^ou,  account  of, 

Gelaniua  II,  pop«,  ex|>«lled  Home,  464. 

GeofTroj,  Vlariel,  account  of,  2G7. 

OerUrt,  pope  Sylvetter  II,  172—181. 

Oerm&Ti,  St.  2ii ;  bis  miracles,  116. 

Oildas,  the  historian,  22^  (JL 

Girth,  or  Gurth,  son  of  Godwin,  222,  275. 

Glastonbury,  antiquilie^i  of,  bjr  William  of 
Malmeabury,  £1 ;  account  of,  21 ;  its  prl> 
▼ileges,  142.  liH ;  Canute's  presents  to, 
2ii3  ;  content lou  at, 

Ou.sfrith,  bii>hop  of  Coutancea,  32d^  223. 

Gloucester,  Robert  earl  of,  prefatory  epistle 
to,  L  Conclusion  of  Kegal  II ixtory  addres- 
sed to,  477;  his  character,  47b  ;  Modern 
History  addressed  to,  460 :  conduct  with 
rei«j>ect  to  Stephen,  Aiil ;  with  re«poct  to 
hi*  fiater,  432;  arrives  in  England,  505 — 
S21 :  his  death  L  not^- 

Godfrey,  duke  of  Lormino,  account  of.  365. 

GoUrrey  of  Boulogne,  account  of,  Mj2  ;  Join* 
the  crui^ade,  3114  ;  chonen  king  of  Jerusa- 
lem. 3^  334  ;  dies,  ^32. 

Godfrey,  prior  of  Winton,  ncconnt  of,  475. 

Godwin,  earl,  defeats  the  Sweden,  Uih:  sup- 
ports Knuna,  2011;  murders  Alfred  the 
Bon  of  Ethelred,  2<>7 ;  his  character  and 
death,  221  ;  his  family,  221. 

Golgotha,  church  of,  3D5,  nuU. 

Gothrun,  a  Danish  king,  baptized,  115. 

Gregiuy  L  P<^P«f  42  ;  dialogues  of,  1 1 1>.  232; 
hiM  jaflorul  trannlatifd  by  Alfred,  12Q± 

Gregory  VI,  pope,  otherwise  Urailan,  222 
—230. 

Gregory  VII,  popo,  othcrwlso  Hildebrand, 

'2'JS. 

Gregory  VIII,  pope,  othcrwlso  &Iaurice 

Bourdin,  4G4. 
CritUn,  king  of  the  Welsh,  214^  256, 
tfJrintbald,  abbat  of  Winton,  118^  12Q. 
Cuiinund,  bp.  of  Avers,  his  eloquence,  312± 
Ciui^card,  or  Wiscurd,  Uobcrl,  2U1.  413. 
Gunhilda,  married  to  Hen,  111,  l'U7 ;  ac- 

cubed  of  adultery,  23S. 
Cunhildis,  bister  of  Swayne,  murdered,  18^ 

Handboc,  Alfred's,  120.  and  note. 
Hurdecanute.  2Sl^  ;  dies  at  Lambeth,  206. 
Jfarold,  sends  presents  to  AtheUtan,  131. 
Harold,  son  of  Canute.  205  ;  die8,  '2(HS. 
JUarold,  son  of  Godwin,  214  ;  bani:«hed,  220. 

2^ ;  seizes  the  crown  of  Knglaud,  55, 

275;  his  death,  277—280. 
JIarold  Harfager,  king  of  Norway,  256.  257. 
JIarding,  founder  of  Cisterlijins,  347. 
yiuHtings  the  Dane,  his  ravages,  112 
ilahliiigs.  battle  of,  276— 2bO 
>{cad,  niagii-al,  tonncd  by  Gerbt>rt,  IfiLk 
llegesippus,  a  Greek  author,  378. 
Helena,  mother  of  Constantino  the  Great,  !L 
Hc'lias  de  la  Flechc,  34L 
JlengiBt,  king  of  Kent,  his  origin,  8j  arrives 

iu  Britain,  !1;  his  sou  U'ld  brother  arrive 

at  Orkuejr,  lo ;  lettic  in  Norihumbrio,  lb. 


his  massacre  of  th«  British  noblea,  U  { 

death,  ib. 

Henry  1^  king  of  England,  425  ;  elected  king, 
427 ;  marries  Multlda  of  Scotland,  4^; 
gets  possession  of  Normandy,  4111 ;  hit 
wholesome  laws,  i21;  his  trantaictions 
with  the  Scots,  ib.  ;  subdues  the  WeUh, 
435 ;  quarrel  with  earl  of  Flanders,  43C; 
interview  with  pope  Galixtus,  440 ;  pas- 
sion for  exotic  animals,  413;  recupitula- 
lion  of  his  chuniCtur,  44^  ;  bis  pci>on  and 
habits,  44fi;  espouses  Adala  of  Lou- 
vuin,  451 ;  transactions  till  his  death, 
4b3— 400. 

Henry  HI,  emperor  of  Gcnuany,  208—212, 
Henry  IV,  emperor,  exconnnunlcated,  3^ 
Henry  V,  hi«  content  with  th«  i'«ipe,  457. 
Herelord,  Itogcr  earl  of,  rebeb,  '2htL 
Herbert,  bishop  of  Norwich,  account  of, 
35X 

Hildebrand,  pope  Gregory  VII,  295 ;  bli 

conduct  to  the  emperor  Henry  V,  2D8. 
Ilildeberl  of  Mans,  verbcs  on  Uerengar,  312. 

307. 

Hingwar,  the  Dane,  ravages  Northumbria, 

2iU. 

Horna,  brother  of  Hcngist,  his  death,  13. 
Hone,  what,  350.  note. 
Hos|)ital,  erected  at  Jerusalem,  3B2a 
Ilubba  the  Dane,  brother  of  Hingwar.  240. ' 
Hugh  the  Great,  brother  of  Philip,  Joins  the 

Crusade,  3ti^    His  death,  AOS, 
HuKo.  ubbsil  of  Clugny,   hit«  account  of 

Hildebrand.  ILLiiL   Announces  the  death 

of  Uufus.  344. 
Hugo,  abp.  of  Houen,  his  letter,  4S!). 
Hunting,  right  of,  restricted  liy  Will.  II,  333.  • 
Hyde  monastery,  Winton,  12J ;  burnt,  523» 
Hyrcanu-H,  digb  gold  from  David's  sepulchre, 

177.  • 

Ida,  king  of  Northumbria,  4L 

Ina,  king  of  Wei-Ncx,  liL    Abdicates  and 

dies  at  Uome,  iiL    Hii>  grant  lo  Glaatou- 

bury,  32. 
Indract,  St.  account  of,  26.  • 
Investiture  of  churches.  29*^.  447.  Pope 

Paschal's  epistle  on.  Ilk  Contests  about, 

45iL 

Ipres,  William  de,  bis  iHsrfldy,  435.  Bums 

the  abbey  of  Warowcll,  iZL 
Ireland,  converted,  21.    Its  dependence  on 

England.  4JX 

Jerusalem,  expedition  to,  or  Crusade,  255*  ' 
Approach  to  by  Crusaders,  3^.1.  Descrip- 
tion of.  3HI.  Putriatchs  of,  lih^  'Sie^o  of, 
387.    Capture  of,  3^3. 

Jews,  their  insolence.  333. 

Jewij»h  youth,  anecdote  of,  33fl.  note. 

John  XI 11,  pope,  hi*  epistlu  to  Alfric,  15L 
Confirms  the  grants  to  Gluiiionbury,  1^  ' 

John  XV,  pope,  makes  peace  between 
Ethelred  and  Uichurd  duke  of  Normandy, 
IZl. 

John  Fitz-GUbert,  512. 
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JoKe]fn  of  fit.  Bortini,  aeeotint  of,  ^UL 

11 U  traiii«U(iun  uf  :st.  AugUHtine, 
Ju(kw«l.  king  Mf  tUe  WcUh,  USL 
Joiut,  Dieuiitrtg  of  that  term,  315,  ncii, 
Jttte*,  ft  U<irmjui  UUmi,  tiiltltid  lu  BnUin,  ft 

KaU^^ls,  snii  of  Vortitrcrn,  dt  ath  of,  liL 
Kt-iK'liu,  bi.  jjT.    Murdered  bjr  kis  iitsttr, 

Keiirod,  klnR  of  Northtiinbria.  53. 
Konrcd,  or  Khmul,  king  uf  M.  rcla,  72_- 
Kiiil.    lu  cuuvtrfiiaii  la  Chruimitily,  13- 

Annexed  to  Wcitl  Saxons,  XL  Hu\ikged 

l»jr  Intt,  iiL   It*  extent,  iiL 
Kiiitwin,  king  uf  Wcsacx,  31L 
K«  iiNValk,  king  of  Wl».-i  x,  ^  libdeath, 
K<  i,ui|*|i,  kitig      Meivia,  7J) — b(». 
Kmuii.  king  of  Scot*,  147,  UA. 
Kia^i.lH,  order  of,  aniong  lUo  Anglo-S&x* 

ou«,  12L 

Lambert,  abp.  of  C^intcrburj,  deprived,  Zfi. 
Liinii).  perpeluu*!,  234. 
Laiitranc.  uU\*.  uf  Cuntorbury,  300t  223. 
l.Aiiio,  pri»»r  »)f  Le\vc-<,  account  of,  472. 
Ltureniiiin,  iilip.  of  Canterbury,  cbuntliod 

by  hi.  IVter.  LL 
I.r^ion,  Th«  b;iti,  accou..t  of,  136,  ni>tf, 
L«Mi  111,  pope,  20.    II u  cpiHlle.  tl± 
Let^fa,  murdi  frt  kin^;  Kduinnd,  ULL 
Leofnc,  carl  of  Hereford,  itl4. 
Leonard,  hi.  U\h  peculiar  power,  415,  notf. 
L*  111  In  r>Uh.  I»i^<lu»|>.  touridn  Alaliaebbury,  2A. 
LoMH  VI,  kiii^  of  Kr;ince,  account  uf,  i2iL 
Lil)rary,  nolile  one  at  York,  (L! ;  at  Jeruba* 

lein,  3M.I. 

Litiruricd  formerly  attached  to  cburcbef, 

London,  r»v.'ig*;d,  07j  gr.anted  by  Alfred  to 
earl  Kthered.  llCi ;  bcbieged  by  Diinei*, 
107 :  by  Canute,  11)1 :  dreadful  tempeHt 
at,  112. 

Lou^inu.i,  St.  legend  of,  13C,  note. 
Lothere,  k^iiig  of  Kent,  LL 
LuciuM,  kinK  of  the  Hritons,  baptized,  21^ 
Luidhard,  biahop,  exemplary  htu  of,  LL 

If  ubil,  wife  of  Ilobert  oarl  uf  Olouccater,  1^ 

ii»ti  !  4XL         1±<3,  .O'i^. 

Malcolm,  king  of  tho  i'umbrianii,  147. 

Malcolm  11,  king  of  Scullund,  llliL 
'  Malcolm  111.  placed  on  the  throno  of  Scot- 
land, by  Kdwunl  the  Confefsor,  2U  ;  re- 
ceiveM  the  Ln^U:ih  fugiliveti,  bloin, 
283,  3Ji 

Maimer,  urchbp.  of  Houen,  account  of,  300. 

Malniehbury,  monusiery  uf,  founded,  28 ; 
seized  by  Olla,  Tbj  by  AUtan,  03_;  il« 
po.^.>e.Hi>ionrt  restored,  hi! :  nionks  expel- 
led by  Kdwy,  L41i ;  eelied  by  lio^crbUhup 
of  Salisbury,  508  ;  uingular  account  of 
one  of  ilM  nmnkH,  177. 

Malmubbury,  John  abbat  of,  hla  ohuracter, 

MalmcBbury,  William  monk  of.  hU  motives 


for  writing  hUtory,  1  ;  bit  klutorr  of 
Glastonbury,  21 1  his  love  of  learuing  and 
fondness  fur  books,  &3 ;  of  Nonnan  md 

Fngh...h  i»«reiiiugf,  ^5^;  hU  dirt'.Jcnce, 
ili  ;  rirst  regular  bUtonaaof  the  £ii|;lish 
al'ier  iiede,  <77  :  tbi>;e  suiall  volumes  uf 
hiH  works  sui  pofct'd  to  be  lost,  4 so.  note, 
rehidenee  at  .Malna-hbury,  2^  ;  indignatioa 
at  opproi->ion  of  Uih  uiouastery,  Ti,  08, 
140.  5u8i  his  deiiign  of  Yrntiiig  the  Live« 
ol  the  prelates,  l4^'■ 
&f.igu9,  Simon,  legend  of,  190,  uoU. 
^iaiicuri,  value  of,  ^  noU. 
ManMO,  kigninculion  of,  108,  nott. 
M.irchio,  iln  fignific.itlon,  517.  note 
Margaret,  «i;e  of  Malcolm  king  of  Scots, 
her  ikMi^,       ;  her  pii-ty  and  death,  2^ 
Martin,  St.  bis  relics  euro  a  leprous  per- 
»on,  UiL 

Matilda,  wife  of  William  L  2C5,  30J. 

Mnillda.  wife  of  Hcitry  L  account  of,  S53, 
:  her  piety,  leanang,  and  di\ith,  45i 

MatiUia,  or  .Maud,  marrieU  lo  Henry  V,  457: 
returns  to  Knglaud,  4S1 ;  Rucce»iion  of 
Kngland  bcttled  on  her,  482;  m&rricti  to 
Fuko  carl  of  Anjou,  4S3  BuccoH.'>ion  a^vtin 
contirnted  to  her,  4s7  ;  vlecled  qucen, 
519 :  dehigns  of,  531  ;  Cbcape  from  Ox- 
for\l,  52^ 

Mauriliua  of  Feschamp,  account  of,  3tll. 

Mayors  of  the  palace,  (il,  uoU\ 

Muxintui>,  n^-^unies  the  empire,  0  ;  his  CS- 

p«<«liiiun  lo  ii.iiil,  and  d«  alh,  lb. 
Mellt  nt,  Hobert  earl  of,  account  of.  411. 
Mercia,  kings  of.  Til ;  extent  of,  £i2i  Mercians 

unito  WiUi  the  T>anei*.  112  ;  their  nob'O 

stand  In  favour  of  Kthelred,  lltL 
Mice,  singular  tales  concerning,  JIC,  317. 
Mllburga,  abbexs  of  Wenlock,  21X 
Miletf.  tiuUguity  of  tlat  term,  289.  uoU : 

liiiL 

Miracles,  Oswald's,  49j  of  pojje  L»^o  TJl. 

i;5 ;  Of  SU.  Martin,  110;  St.  Kdwaf^Fi  * 

liii  ;  of  Su^;vgnu.'«,  lis2  ;  of  Kthclre4  ana 

Kthclbeft,  23a;  of  St.  K^nCtm,  ib.  St. 

Wintan,  2M;  St.  Ednmnd,  2Aii;  St.  Mtt* 

burga.  2Li ;  Eadbun;a,       ;  Edilha,  215] 

of  Kdward  the  Confei^sor,  248. 
Money,  deb:u<ed  stato  of  In.  timo  of  king 

Stephen,  511. 
Montgonierie,   Roger,  conspires  against 

William  II, 
Morcar^  son  of  £l>rar.  made  earl  of  North* 

unibria,  223 ;  defeated  by  Danes,  2j6; 

hirt  death,  2Mx 
Moreiim.  William  earl  of,  rebels  against 

Henry  I^  4iL 
Mountain,  perforated,  tale  of,  178. 
Murrain,  dreadful,  417. 

Necromancy,  180^  232. 
Nice,  in  Uilhynia,  aiegoof,  3Cg,  377. 
Nidering,  or  Nithing,  nlgnifiailion  of,  33A. 
Normandy,  granted  to   Uollu,  125;  di»> 
traded  stato  of,  260,  331^  422^  i21 
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Nomtndj,  WlUUm    daka  of,  Aoeoont  ol^ 

N^oniiandy,  Richard  L  duke  of,  bis  paelfl- 

cation  with  Ethelrcd,  17L 
Kurmaudy,  liichurd  II,  duko  o(  account 
of,  m 

Konnandj,  Robert  1^  duke  of,  account  of, 
250;  hlM  expedition  to  Jerusalem.  IfiiL 

Kurmandy,  Robert  II,  Curtbose,  duke  of, 
pawns  bia  duchjr,  339 ;  Joins  the  cruaade, 

atiC.  410;  account  of,  420  ;  arrangement 
Milh  Hour/ 422 ;  Imprisoned  till  dcalU, 

Normana,  subdue  part  of  Gaul,  8 ;  unjust 
preferenco  of  after  tbo  conquest,  mii ; 
dii^lika  to  William  II,  329  ;  ftudsof  with 
the  Knglish,  Ml ;  manners  luid  customs 

of  2S0. 

Nori'liumbcrland,  Robert,  ear!  of,  323,  330. 

Korthumbria,  kingdom  of,  il ;  divided  into 
two  )>roviucc!»,  Ail ;  its  extent,  23  ;  yields 
to  Kgbert,  QQ ;  unites  with  Dauctt,  111 ; 
Bubdued  by  Athelstau,  129. 

Norwegian,  singular  courage  of  one,  22iL 

Norway,  succession  of  Its  kings, 

Odo,  archbishop  of  Canterbury,  Mparates 

Edwy  from  Klfgiva,  140. 
Odo,  bishop  of  Uayeux  and  earl  of  Kent, 

3iiZ;  rebels  aguiuut  Hufus  and  is  banished, 

Olfa,  kingof  Mercia,  his  character,  77 ;  rapa- 
city, 2k :  treaty  with  Charlfuiagne,  84. 

OfTu,  king  of  Kssex,  becomes  a  monk,  91. 

Ordeal,  account  of,  22^  note. 

Order,  iuonai»iic,  atUictud  by  Kdwy,  lifi; 
revives  under  Edgur,  135. 

Organ,  hydraulic,  account  of,  175. 

Orkney,  isles  of,  subdued  by  Magnus,  212 ; 
Paul  earl  of,  4i3. 

Osbeme,  precentor  of  Canterbury,  bis  life 
of  Dunsian,  lAH;  bis  nkill  in  music,  llfi. 

Osbort,  king  of  Nurihunibria,  1 12. 

Osred,  king  of  Northumbria,  (iS. 

Oswald,  king  of  Northumbria,  his  death, 
i&  ;  miracles,  A\J,  237. 

Oswin.  king  of  Northumbria,  $Q. 

Oswy.  king  of  Northumbria.  50^  Sl± 

Otha.  brother  of  Uengist,  settlea  in  North- 
umbria. Ill 

Otho,  the  Great,  0(L 

Pallas,  hia  body  found  at  Rome,  234. 

Palling,  a  Danish  noble  murdered,  185. 

Palms,  assumed  by  pilgrims,  and  why.  398. 

Palumbus.  a  priest,  233;  his  death.  234* 

Pa^icUul  11,  pope,  his  letter  to  Henry  I,  on 
inve^titure>>,  448  ;  to  Ansclni,  450;  con- 
test  with  the  emperor  Henry  V,  457. 

Pa^cLaaius,  his  story  oi  the  Host,  314« 

Patrick,  St. 

Patrician  of  Rome,  its  office,  ifi2< 
Paul,  of  Samosata,  396. 
Puuliuus,  2£;  converts  the  North umbriana, 
4^ 


penda.  king  of  Mercia,  hU  character, 70; 

his  death.  71* 
Peter  the  Hermit,  account  of,  3G6,  SflL 

Peter-pence,  origin  of,  U8^  202. 

Petrary,  moaning  of  that  tenn,  380.  4SiL 

Philip  L  king  of  France.  2fllL  Hb  infatu- 
ated eondiict.  437. 

Philip  the  clerk,  account  of,  42jL 

Places,  holy,  Bede's  account  of,  57- 

Plegmund.  abp.  of  Canterbuiy,  120. 

PloJgh*ahnrt,  what,  201. 

Poison,  antidote  aguinat,  415. 

Poltou,  Peter,  bi:ihup  of,  account  of,  460. 

Poituu,  William,  earl  of,  defeated  by  tbt 
Turks,  His  licentious  conduct,  4CU. 

Prodigy,  of  the  double  woman,  235. 

^Pythagoras,  his  double  path,  172. 

Quendrida,  murders  her  brother  Kenelra, 
87^238. 

Ramula,  description  of,  3Si   Siege  of,  400. 
Ranulf,  or  Ralph,  bishop  of  Durham,  hia 
character,  33G.  47ti.   Imprisoned,  4^ 

HIm  eHcape,  liiiL 
Raymond,  carl  of  St.  Giles,  Joins  the  ecu* 

Bade,  3112.   Account  of,  410. 
Reading  monahlery,  447. 
Redwald,  king  of  iho  Euht  Angles,  41^  89. 
Re|)a8ts,  custom  concerning  in  Enghiud, 

changed,  441.  note. 
Richard,  son  of  Will.  L  bia  untimely  death, 

3iilL 

Ring,  with  Solomon's  imprcHsion,  177. 
Ritual,  Anvbrnjiiiin,  2o0,  note.  Gregorian,  lb. 
Robert,  archUbhop  of  Canterbury,  217.  He 

flies,  proceeds  to  Rome,  and  dies,  22L 
Robert,  bishop  of  Cbenter,  account  of,  354. 
Robert  Curthose.    See  Normandy. 
Robert,  earl  of  Moruton,  brother  of  WiU.  I. 

ML 

Robert  Fitz-Hubert.  51L 
Robert  Friso,  earl  of  Flanders,  account  of, 
280. 

Robert  Guiscard.  account  of,  2f}5. 
Robert,  king  of  France,  his'cbaractcr,  201 
Robert,  t»on  of  Godwin,  account  of,  2H4. 
Roger,  bishop  of  Salisbury,  account  of,  441. 

Imprisoned,  500.    Death  and  character, 

507. 

Hullo  the  Dane,  obtaina  Rouen,  125.  Hia 
indolence,  12lL 

Humans  linally  <|uit  Britain.  (L 

Rome,  drea«irul  state  of,  224.  Citizen  of, 
singular  Htury  of,  232i.  Poetical  descrip- 
tion of,  307.  Account  of  its  gates,  church- 
es, 4ic.  3G8.    Schism  in  church  of,  4ttl. 

Rome-scot,  08^  2u2. 

Rojis,  in  Walfs?,  Flemings  settled  at,  425. 
Itouen,  William,  archbiohop  uf,  accouiit  of, 
438. 

Sabert,  king  of  East  Saxons,  baptized. 
SaintH.  incurruptiou  of  several,  alter  death. 

Ad.  m 
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S&liflbuiy,  tempest  at,  343:  cathedral.  442. 
baracuni,  their  kaming  and  diTinatiua,  173. 

DiTuat  of  at  AscAlun,  407. 
BaxunM,  invited  uwr  (rum  Gomianj,*?* 
baxuiiB,  KaAi,  kln^'duin  of,  fiQi  Ita  vxtent, 
baxoiu.  West  kuigdom  of,  VL    Iti  extont, 

SotiuoU  Inatituted  in  East  Anglia.  8& 

Scuiijiiid.  subdued  bv  Canute,  liliL 

bcutM,  dt-fcaled  )ty  the  AtigloM,  iL  Charac- 

icrijcd,  :tC4.  Civilized  by  l^ing  David, 
ScotUM,  Juiianncii,  account  of.  111). 
Si-t«iu»,  MurianuM,  account  uf,  317. 
beUey,  uiouuNtrr/  uf,  itL    Singular  circum- 

telaiice  at,  22iL 
Sepulchre,  huly,  church  of.  384.  2Sik 
^•rlu.  bi><hui>  uf  Seen,  Irinu  the  beard  of 

Jlenry  ti  44.'>.  utttf, 
Serlu,  ubhut  uf  Uluucehter,  account  of,  471. 
^^eve^UK,  Uien  in  Hritain,  !L 
Sliifl  of  tho  Virgin,  cuufuunda  the  Danes, 

121. 

SLif*.  a  fnagnidceDt,  i>n:6ented  to  Atkektan, 

Shoes  with  curved  (Ktints,  337.  tiote. 
iiibilla,  duche-si  uf  NutLiandy,  4'Jl,  note. 
Sigebert,  kiiiguf  Wchdex,  2±  IIU  death,  ib. 
SiL/cbt  rt,  king  uf  K:uit  Anglia,. 8U. 
2>iKlielni,  bibhup  uf  bherborue,  I'uut  to  India 

by  Alired.  11^ 
Simony,  iln  extensive  spread,  ISZ. 
Sirio,  ubp.  uf  Canterbury,  \C7. 
Sitliirie,  king  uf  Nurthunibrla.  129, 132. 
biwuid,  curl  uf  Norlhuuibrla,  kilb  Mucl>oth, 

IMjL   buppuris  Kdward   the  ConfcaWr, 

21SL 

Si  ward,  king  of  Norway,  winters  in  Eng- 
land, 444.    Hill  vuyuge  to  Jeru^ialeni,  ib. 

Slavi'M.  feuiulo,  pruatiiuied  and  bent  to  Dca- 
niark,  Custom  of  Kctling,  279. 

fleipera,  hoveu,  story  uf,  2^0.  note. 

but)  nun,  Muverei^u  of  Rumania,  his  amijr 
defeated,  3KL    l>efeutri  the  Franks,  408. 

Si.w,  H  warlik*-  en^jiuu  bo  called,  2hH. 

Spear  of  Charleuiugnu,  which  pierced  our 
^^aviour, 

Spike,  uded  at  the  Crucifixion,  132. 

Siaiue,  in  the  Camputt  Mariius,  176. 

Statue,  brazen,  at  Home,  btory  of,  232. 

bleplien,  earl  of  Moreluii,  fwcuunt  of,  4P2. 
Ci>iue(«  to  Kngluiid  and  Ih  chuHcn  king,  4 UP. 
Crowned,  and  guett  into  Scotland,  ilil^ 
liia  character,  4'J5.  \U:i  periidy  to  Ro- 
bert, carl  of  Uloucehter,  AilL  Ills  violent 
conduct,  LihL  Contest  with  his  brother 
the  legate,  504.  Contlictd  with  the  Em- 
pretsh's  party,  COG,  5U7.  Re.siege:!  Lin- 
coln. 214.  Defeated  and  m.^du  captive, 
(lLL  Liberated,  ^21^  Plunders  Waro- 
ham,  lluiiiu  Oxfurd,  ib. 

Stigand,  biihop  of  Win  ton,  2^1,  253,  281. 


Su^'ar-cane,  account  of,  397.  iH'te. 
Slider,  abbat  uf  St.  Dcaid,  his  account  of 
ileury  1.  44U,  uult* 


Sultan,  meaning  of  that  term,  379. 
Supenttition,  singulxr,  122.  and  noU. 
SuhB^x,  kingdom  of,  92^  note 
Swcyn,  king  of  Denmark,  invades  EogUnd, 

Ifii   His  conduct,  lb9,  and  death,  I'JQ. 
Sweyn,  son  of  Godwin,  219,  222.    Goes  to. 

Jerusalem  and  is  killed  by  the  Saracens,  ib. 
Swithun,  St.,  biHhop  of  Winchenter.  ^ 
Sword,  miraculous,  Athelstan's,  13Q  ;  Coa- 

stantine'i,  Li2. 

Tancrcd,  prince  of  Antioch,  enters  Beth- 
lehem, his  coretouAness,  3iX) ;  bis 
conduct  and  death,  41iL 

Tewkeabury,  uiunabtery  uf,  433. 

Thauet.  ibie  of,  appropriated  to  the  Anglea 
on  their  arrival,  $L 

Thanet,  monastery  of,  minster,  15. 

Theodore,  archbiahop  of  Canterbury,  15^ 

9lOf€,  2L 

Thom«,  crown  of,  LiiL 

Thurkill,  the  Dane,  invites  Sweyn,  to  Eng« 
land,  1 8-^ :  his  expubiou  and  death,  197. 

Time,  divihion  ol  by  candle,  12L. 

Tirel,  Walter,  kilib  W.  Rufus,  315. 

Tohty,  son  of  Godwin,  expelled  by  the 
Nortliumbrian.H,  222;  retires  to  Flanders, 
223 ;  his  attempts  against  Harold,  2^; 
defeated  and  slain,  2J7.  2hSb. 

Tower  of  J.oudon.  its  origin,  311. 

Truce  of  God,  why  eo  railed,  3:?^,  note. 

Tudites,  or  Mart  el,  Carol  u:i,  64^  bis  bod/ 
carried  off  by  evil  spirits,  232. 

Turka,  their  extensive  dominion,  3Cil; 
crally  mode  of  tight,  3C1  ;  cruelty  at  the 
siege  of  Nice,  376:  at  Antioch,  379 ;  de- 
feated near  Beriih.  lill ;  bodies  burnt  to 
obtain  money  they  had  f<w:Ulowed,  40t 
note  ;  besiege  13aldwin  at  Raiiia, 

Vavassour,  meaning  of,  SIO.  note. 

Vallery.  St.,  his  body  brought  forth  to  im- 
plore a  wind,  273. 

Yer,  Albric  de.  his  haranguo  in  favour  of 
king  Stephen,  £ii2. 

Vindelici,  account  of,  208. 

Virginity,  Aldhehu'i  coinmeadation  oC 
2'J.  31L 

Visionn,  of  Charles  king  of  France,  Ki2 :  of 
Athelbtan's  mother,  139 ;  of  Kdgnr,  \C6 : 
o(  Kt'.wurU  Cunfe>>or,  24il ;  of  CoukUui- 
tine  the  Great,  322x 

Vurtigern,  his  character,  Z.  H. 

Voriiiuer,  tho  bou  uf  Vurtigern,  ML 

Ulfkytel,  earl  uf  E^bex,  attacks  the  Danes 
at  Thetford,  69i  killed  at  Abaingdou. 
110,  libL 

Urban  11,  pope,  2911;  instigates  the  firgt 
crub^.de,  iSZ ;  hib  speech  at  the  council  of 
Clenaout,  3^;  contests  with  GuiUrt. 
411.   

Utred.  earl  of  Northurabria,  Ifl*  ;  defeated 
and  put  to  death  by  Canute,  l*i3. 

Waher,  Ralph  de,  icbcla  against  William 
1,  2b7. 
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Walet,  reduced  to  a  prorinee,  211 ;  paji 

tribute  to  Athclatan,  134. 
Walkclin,  bldbop  of  Wlncbeater,  302. 
Walker,  bishop  of  Durham,  murdorcd,  303. 
Walwio,  nephew  of  Arthur,  hin  kcpulchro, 

m 

Wallheof,  ear!,  account  of,  :  bis  death, 
ibid. 

Warewell,  or  Whorwell,  IMi  monaateiy 

of,  ib. 

Warwick,  Henry  carl  of,  441. 

Wel;ili,  t^ubdued  by  Kdward  the  Rider,  123  ; 

by  llaruld,         by  Heury  43^ 
Wcrburga,  patroue&s  of  Che«tor,  ^  236. 

2iX 

Wercfrith,  bLshop  of  Worcester,  UB. 
Wi'st minster  Abbey  consecrated,  255, 
We8t-S.ixon  kingM,  gcncology  of,  U>t>. 
Wight,  Ulti  uf,  given  tu  Wiihgar,  ^1^;  coo- 

verKd  to  Christianity,  IL. 
Wilfrid,  bishop  of  Ilexbuni,  expelled  hit 

WiJham  Inking  of  England,  253;  his  early 
hibtury,  2^;  his  conquests,  21IS;  is 
crowned,  llil ;  summary  uf  his  w.ir.t,  '282 : 
bis  ihbuu,  3l2l ;  muniiicence  tu  muuajite* 
rit«,  308:  death,  3111. 

William  II,  kin^  of  Kngland,  hia  birth  and 
education,  327 ;  cuuientions  with  his 
noblex,  li2&',  seizes  caiitles  of  Tunbridgo 
and  Pevensey,  319;  contests  and  treaty 
with  his  brulher  Robert,  3^;  his  evpo> 
ditlon  ugainHt  Wales  and. Scotland,  333; 
character,  334.  346 ;  calamitous  events  of 
bi.s  reign,  3i:i;  singular  tokens  and  man- 
Der  of  his  death,  311. 


William  of  Carllef,  bishop  of  Durham,  304. 

William,  earl  of  Arches,  2fi3. 

William  Fiti  Orib«)me,  account  of,  tS9* 

William,  son  of  Henry  I,  454. 

Wiuchelcumb,  dreadful  tempest  at,  342. 

Winchester,  church  at,  21.  3D;  Canute's 
liberality  to,  lUB. 

Windows,  glass,  first  makers  of  in  Eng- 
land, A4. 

WiHtan,  St.  account  of,  23IL 

Witch,  Berkeley,  account  of,  230. 

Witche.H,  two  at  Rome,  account  of,  Ififl. 

Withlaf,  king  of  Mercia,  68^  9Q, 

Withred.  king  of  Kent,  UL 

Woden,  account  of,  fi> 

Wolves,  tribute  of,  paid  to  Edgar.  ISfi. 

Woodstock  Park,  menagerie  ut,  443. 

Worcester,  insurrection  at.  207. 

Wuiuod,  destroys  Klhelred's  lluct,  Ififl, 

Wulnod.  son  of  Gudwin.  222. 

WulKtan,  precentor  of  Winchet*ler,  140 
his  bouk  on  the  harmony  uf  i>uund:«,  ib. 

Wulstan,  archbishop  of  York,  contined  bv 
Kdrcd,  115. 

Wulstan,  bishop  of  Worcester,  account  of, 
3t>;L 

Wulfhere.  king  of  Mercia,  Th  22. 

York,  city  of,  burnt,  112_;  besieged,  133i 

destroyed,  2&L 
York,  see  of,  controversy  with  Canterbury, 

3li>:  with    Worcebter  and  Dorchust<  r, 

323. 

Youths,  from  England,  exposed  to  sale  at 
Homo,  42. 
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